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Class of 2007 meets for the first time

at Supergames Aug. 18. Tug-of-war

was one of many activities used to

bond the students from Hastings and

Jones Middle Schools.
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|Kendrick Sledge & Kaitlyn Williams|

Under the searing sun freshmen sweat and mingle
while tentatively heading toward their homeroom
groups at the fourth annual Freshman
Supergames. The usually dull practice field was
transformed into a vibrant extravaganza of in-
flatable slides, mammoth water balloon launch-
ers, blaring music and volunteers. The scene was
set for fun, bonding and outdoor excitement; the
perfect opportunity for Jones and Hastings stu-
dents to mix and interact for the first (and occa-
sionally last) time ever.

 Junior Andrea Hunt, a mentor, said the event
helps incoming freshmen.

“[Supergames] are a good way for Jones and
Hastings students to start to get to know each
other before school begins,” Hunt said. “It’s
important that the two middle schools mix
and bond.”

Still, Hunt said Supergames could have run
more smoothly—and with less mentors.

“It got to the point where a lot of mentors had
nothing to do and just wandered around,” she said.

Junior Emerson Barth, another freshman
mentor, agreed the experience had many posi-
tive results for the incoming freshmen.

“It was cool that [the freshmen] got to meet
and hang out with upperclassmen and new kids
from other middle schools too,” Barth said. “[The
experience] was fun for them just because of all
the people they got to meet and hang out with.”

Many freshmen felt the interaction between
the two middle schools was too forced. Freshman
Gavin Cadwallader said he enjoyed the event,
but wished he spent more time with his friends.

“You should be able to go in groups with
who you want and hang out with who you
want,” he said.

Other freshmen found the Supergames help-
ful in making new friends. Freshman Lindsey Bohl
said it introduced her to many new people.

“I thought it was a really good time to bond

Freshmen slide into new experience
Supergames offers students a chance to make new friends, enjoy themselves

with people in your homeroom,” Bohl said. “Es-
pecially since I didn’t know a lot of people who
went to other schools.”

No matter what the incoming freshmen had
to say about Supergames, many said they were
excited about the upcoming school year. Some
students like Kevin McGovern are thrilled about
new opportunities.

“I’m looking forward to the freedom of open
lunch,” McGovern said.

Freshman Soham Roy is happily anticipating the
academic challenges that come with high school.

“I’m looking forward to my studies,” Roy said. “I
want to accomplish many things in high school.”

Freshman Billy Johnson takes a ride down the inflatable slide. This year’s Freshman Supergames

provided an opportunity for freshmen to get to know each other and upperclassmen.

photo|Bailey Capelle|

Despite their high expectations for the new
school year, some freshmen still have lingering
fears. Freshmen Cal Pyrch said his biggest fear is
of older students.

“I’m scared of upperclassmen throwing stuff
at me, like Doritos,” he joked.

With their apprehensions and anticipations,
freshmen headed to waiting cars at the end of
Supergames. Some grumbled about a wasted night,
others smiled and chattered about all the new people
they met.  Still others, like freshman Alexa Bean,
knew high school would offer many new experiences.

“I’m looking foward to meeting people,” Bean
said. “I want to make new friends.” �

�

Q&A with math teacher Jake Tawney
Q: How was your first year (2002-03) at UAHS?
A: It was good. I finished it. I had a really good time. I’m
looking forward to the second year.
Q: What brought you to UA?
A: I liked the area when I started looking for jobs. The
academic expectations were high. I really liked the staff. We
seemed to work and get along well together.

|Ally Betley|

�

Q: What advice do you have for freshmen?
A: Work hard, do your homework, study.
Q: If you could be any sandwich, what kind would
you be?
A: Peanut butter and jelly because it’s just classic and
everyone likes it. You can’t go wrong with peanut butter
and jelly.



a r l i n g t o n i a n august 27, 20034

focus

O
OK, we’re back at school. But how was your sum-
mer? Where did you go on vacation? Did you go
to camp? Who’d you hang out with? And, oh
yeah, how was summer reading?

Last spring, the language arts department
announced summer reading would be required
for all grade levels at UAHS. All students
would read two books: Road Songs, by Colum-
bus Dispatch columnist Mike Harden, and an-
other book from lists specific to each grade
level. To document the reading, all students
were to write a total of 10 reader-response jour-
nals, five per book.

In previous years, summer reading was op-

tional. Students who participated were rewarded
with English extra credit or parking lot spaces.

Language arts department co-chair Sean
Martin said one of the big reasons for the insti-
tution of required summer reading was to help
improve standardized test scores.

“There was a clear indication that the na-
tional scores were going down,” Martin said. “We
wanted to address that issue.”

Student response was varied, with some
students circulating petitions last spring de-
manding the school abolish required sum-
mer reading.

Sophomore Courtney Coburn said she
prefered the way summer reading was con-
ducted last year.

“I liked how those who wanted to do the
work over the summer got some extra credit,”
she said. “Now the slackers are forced to
fudge their way through it and no one gets
extra credit.”

Martin said most students were content with
required summer reading, but acknowledged that
some students were unhappy.

“Any time you have a change, people are
naturally resistant,” Martin said. “When the
summer reading program began in its original
form, there was some complaining then, too. [It
just became a] bandwagon to complain.”

Many students agreed the biggest issue with
required summer reading was the overall un-
happiness with the book selection, particularly
Road Songs. Freshman Jacob Hutchison was

Summer

eak?

|Kyle McMahon|

Students react to changes

in summer reading program

graphics|
Yeye Zhang|

one of them.
“Road Songs was totally boring,” Hutchison

said. “Put me to sleep.”
Students agreed they would be more support-

ive of required summer reading if the book se-
lection was open, even if the books needed
teacher approval at the end of the previous year,
Hutchison said.

But the language arts department has
other changes in mind. It plans to broaden
the book selection.

“We’re going to enlist students to help choose
the books,” Martin said.

Coburn said she does not like the way the
school handles reading.

“I like reading, but I don’t like reading for
school because the topics are chosen,” Coburn
said. “The stupid projects we have to do ruin
the books, too. Like for To Kill a Mockingbird
freshman year: it was a good book and I enjoyed
it, but we over-analyzed it in class.”

But Hutchison said the required reading re-
sponse journals were not overly burdensome.

“I didn’t think it was too much work,”
he said.

Sophomore Erich Kreutzer said he agrees.
“We are one of the best high schools in the

state, and they only required two books,” he said.
“[Reading the books] didn’t hurt anybody.”

Coburn said he thought the journals were
unneccesary.

“I guess it helps us get more from the
reading,” she said. “But sometimes it seems
like overkill.”

The journals will not be the end of summer
reading, Martin said.

“There will be guided discussions in English
classes,” he said. “The freshmen will be doing
some guided writing.”

As summer reading 2003 comes to an end,
the issue most likely will be forgotten until next
spring. Coburn sums up the student body’s gripe:

“It’s not really having to read a book that’s a
problem for me,” she said. “It’s the fact that we
have an assignment over the summer. It’s called
summer ‘break’ for a reason.”

Got

your

journal?

Summer reading journals are due today, Aug. 27 (Aug.

26 for freshmen). Your English teacher will collect

them during class. Late journals will be accepted

through Friday, Aug. 29—minus 10 percent per day.

Don’t have English until second semester?  You’re

not off the hook. Students with second semester

English are to drop off their journals during fourth

or fifth period in front of the attendance office.

The late submission policy still applies.

Br

�
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STUDENTS TALKBACK: What do you think of required summer reading?

“It’s awful. They cut
down the books you
could choose from
and they’re forcing
you to read; instead
of [reading] being
rewarding—an
incentive—it’s being
forced upon you. I
have no problem

with reading, but during the summer,
making it mandatory and having to write
journals … I want to have some time off.”

Senior Grant Saunders

“I liked the way it
was before this
summer.  I think
[journals] are a good
way to prove you’ve
done it, but for Road
Songs I’ve heard of
people only reading
five of the chapters
and then just writing

about those. I think it’s really good for
students to read and then write about it,
but they find a way to get around work.”

Junior Katie Pendery

“I’m taking an AP
class, and I had to do
reading anyway, so I
didn’t really mind
that part. But I
didn’t like that we
had to read Road
Songs. The journals
were pretty easy.  We
had to read a

biography for the AP class, and it wasn’t
that bad—I actually started enjoying it
after a while.”

Sophomore Nathaniel Hopkin

S
Summer vacation: a time for going to the pool, hanging out with friends,
traveling and forgetting about school. Until this year, that is. The language
arts department chose Road Songs, by Columbus Dispatch columnist Mike
Harden, as the required summer reading book. Attempting to plow through
the 197-page book has not been an exceptionally popular activity amongst
most students, but the book offers some educational benefits.

Language arts teachers chose Road Songs for two reasons, department co-
chair Sean Martin said. First, they wanted to honor an Ohio author since
2003 is Ohio’s bicentennial. Second, they wanted to bring one of the sum-

|Allie D’Aurora|

Road Work
Mike Harden’s book offers benefits,

though some found reading tedious

�

photo illustration|Allie Kattoua|

Juniors Jessica Widmayer and Katie Dotter catch up on their summer reading. All UAHS

students were required to read Road Songs over the summer.

mer reading authors to the high school to discuss reading, and Harden was
easy to bring into the school.

“Bringing in authors is very expensive,” he said, citing the recent budget
cuts. “[Harden] was very cooperative and is coming in for free.”

Finishing the book was troublesome for principal Kip Greenhill, but he
said the book had its benefits.

“Some stories were hard to relate to,” he said, “but some stories were very
interesting and informative.

 Road Songs may seem appealing to adults, but junior Katie Nygren said
she found the entire book to be dull.

“I read 10 pages of the book, and I had to put it down because I was so
bored,” she said. “I understand that they wanted to choose an Ohio author,
but they should’ve chosen something relevant to high school.”

Freshman Paul Bonasera agreed, also citing the difficult vocabulary as a
road block for enjoying the book.

Martin said he realizes Road Songs was problematic for some students.
“I won’t pretend it was supposed to be an enjoyable read,” he said, “but we saw

it as a teachable moment.”
Nygren said the school had ulterior motives for

choosing Harden’s book.
“I think choosing Road Songs is a big conspiracy

for the school to make money,” she said. “We had
to pay something like $15 for our copy, but Harden
donated all of his books to the school for free.”

Other students also had heard Harden donated
the book; however, Diane Haddad, Martin’s co-
chair, said this was not the case. The PTO arranged
for payment of the books and then resold them to
students through the school store, as they do for
other summer reading books.

Although many students did not like the book,
other students and administrators found the book
to be beneficial.

“Anytime you read, it broadens horizons,” Greenhill
said. “I read it and learned quite a bit.”

Greenhill, who supports the new summer reading
program, said that with students’ busy schedules dur-
ing the school year, summer is a good time for students
to be required to practice and reinforce reading skills.

“The question is,” he asked, “do you add [more]
reading during the school year or during the sum-
mer when it’s more relaxed?”
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F/S   3/4 at Sycamore Invitational TBA

Wed  8 THOMAS WORTHINGTON 4:00

Sat 11 at Northview Invit (JV at Sylvania)TBA

Wed 15 at Worthington Kilbourne 4:00

F/S 17/18 UA INVITATIONAL TBA

F/S24/25 South Reg Champ at Milford HS TBA

Fri 31 States at OSU TBA

Sat Nov 1 States at OSU TBA

Girls Volleyball
Coaches Lehman, Butler, Keller, Farrell

ThuAug 14 at Westerville N-Scrim 9:00

Thu  21 at Marion Harding-Scrim 5:00

Sat 23 at Quad at Big Walnut(F) 9:00

Sat  30 at Reynoldsburg Tri Meet 10:00

Sat Sep 6 at Westerville S Tri Meet(JV/V) 10:00

Tue  9 THOMAS WORTHINGTON 5:30/7

Thu 11 at Chillicothe 5:30/7

Sat 13 UA JV TOURNEY(JV) 9:00

Tue 16 at Westland 5:30/7

Thu 18 DUBLIN SCIOTO 5:30/7

Sat 20 at Newark Tourney(V) 9:00

Tue 23 at Olentangy 5:30/7

Thu 25 at Thomas Worthington 5:30/7

Sat 27 at Hilliard Darby Tourney(JV/V) 9:00

Tue 30 CHILLICOTHE 5:30/7

Thu Oct 2 WESTLAND 5:30/7

Sat 4 UA FR TOURNEY 9:00

Tue 7 at Dublin Scioto 5:30/7

Thu 9 OLENTANGY 5:30/7

Mon 13 DELAWARE HAYES 5:30/7

Football
Varsity Coach Darrell Mayne

TueAug 12 WESTERVILLE N-Scrim 10:00

Fri 15 at Centerville-Scrim 7:30

Fri  22 at Newark 7:30

Fri 29 CLAYTON NORTHMONT 7:30

Fri Sep 5 at Findlay 7:30

Fri 12 WESTERVILLE S-Alumni Night 7:30

Fri 19 H DAVIDSON-Homecoming 7:30

Fri 26 THOMAS WORTHINGTON 7:30

Fri Oct 3 at Chillicothe 7:30

Fri 10 at Westland 7:30

Fri 17 DUBLIN SCIOTO 7:30

Fri 24 at Olentangy 7:30

Boys Water Polo
Coach Kevin Chapman

S/SAug 23/24 at Ann Arbor Pioneer Tourney TBA

S/SSep 6/7 at Erie McDowell Tourney TBA

S/S 13/14 at Worthington Tourney TBA

Wed 17 WORTHINGTON 4:00

S/S 20/21 at Ann Arbor Tourney TBA

Wed  24 at Worthington 4:00

F/S26/27 JV INVITATIONAL AT UAHS TBA

WedOct 1 WORTHINGTON 4:00

Wed  8 at Worthington 4:00

S/S 11/12 at Toledo St. Francis TBA

Wed 15 WORTHINGTON 4:00

F/S17/18 at Cincinnati Princeton TBA

F/S 24/25 Regionals at Milford TBA

Fri 31 States at OSU TBA

Sat    Nov 1    States at OSU                  TBA

Girls Water Polo
Coach Dan Peterkoski

F/S Sep 5/6 at Worthington Invitational TBA

Wed 10 WORTHINGTON KILBOURNE 4:00

F/S 12/13 at Milford Invitational TBA

Wed  17 at Thomas Worthington 4:00

Sat 20 at Napoleon Invitational TBA

Wed 24 THOMAS WORTHINGTON 4:00

F/S26/27 at McDowell Invit Erie PA TBA

WedOct 1 at Worthington Kilbourne 4:00

“Summer practices are
all about
acclimitization:
physically building
your body up and
mentally changing.”
Darrell Mayne,
Varsity Football
Coach

Boys Golf
Varsity A Coach Doug Geckeler

TueAug 12 Dublin Inv at Dublin GC 8:30

Wed 13 OCC at Darby Creek GC 11:30

Thu 14 Pickerington Inv 9:30

Tue 19 Cin Elder at 4 Bridges GC 1:00

Wed 20 OCC at Players Club 1:00

Thu  21 Ashland Inv at Ashland CC 10:00

Mon 25 Centvle/Fin/Olen at Yankee Tr 1:00

Tue 26 Gr Cty/Olen at Scioto CC 3:15

Sat 30 St. Charles Inv at Champions 12:00

WedSep 3 Pic N-Scrim at OSU Scarlet 3:30

Sat 6 Moeller Inv at Shaker Run GC 12:00

Wed 10 OCC at Apple Valley GC 1:00

Fri 12 Lancaster Inv at Lancaster CC 1:00

Sat 13 UA Inv at Scioto CC 1:00

Wed 17 OCC at Granville GC 1:30

Sat 20 Findlay Inv at Findlay CC 1:00

Tue 23 H Darby/ West N at Scioto CC 3:00

Sat 27 Muirfield Inv at Muir Vil GC 12:15

Tue 30 Sectional TBA

Sat Oct 4 Tiger-GBear Inv at Players GC 12:30

Tue 7 District at Apple Valley GC TBA

F/S17/18 State Tourney at OSU Scarlet GC TBA

Girls Golf
Varsity A Coach Jamie Rishel

MonAug 11 Walsh Inv at Portage CC 10:00

Wed 13 OCC at Mill Creek 12:00

Fri 15 Pick Inv at Westchester GC 9:00

Sat 16 QUAD at MENTEL GC 10:00

Tue 19 Flo Barr Inv at Meadowbrook 8:00

Thu 21 OCC at Mentel 11:20

Mon 25 Brookside Inv at Brookside TBA

Tue Sep 2 CANAL WIN at the Willows GC 4:00

Thu 4 MARIETTA 4:00

Mon  8 OCC at Pine Hill 9:00

Wed 10 Marysville at Marysville CC 4:00

Tue 16 TRI at CC of Muirfield 4:00

Thu 18 DUBLIN COFFMAN 4:00

Sat 20 Bexley Inv at Chapel Hill 12:30

Mon  22 OCC at Echo Springs 9:00

Tue 23 Tri Meet at Little Turtle 4:00

Wed  24 W Kilb/Marysville at Wedgewood 4:00

Sat  27 Pine Hill Tourney at Pine Hill 1:00

Tue 30 Sectional TBA

“[During summer
practices] we did
really well on 7-on-
7, and we have a
winning mentality
that should help us
do well this season.”
Senior Mike
Maciejowski,
Varsity Football
Co-Captain

|Ashley Anderson & Chloe Tiberi|

“We have been doing
a lot of conditioning
which has helped to
make the team a lot
stronger physically
and has helped gain
team unity.”
Senior Jillian
Huffman,Varsity
Girls Water Polo Co-
Captain

“During practice we
usually do hard
running, scrimmages,
and drills for 4 hours, 6
days a week.”
Senior Katie Katona,
Varsity Field Hockey
Co-Captain

schedule courtesy|Athletic Department|

Fall Varsity Sports
Fall Varsity Sports
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sports
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“I don’t know if
they’ll be
undefeated, but I
think they’ll
have a good
season consider-
ing the perfor-
mance last year.”

Freshman Donnay Davis

“[The success of
the team] will
depend on
performance
during the
season; not the
other team’s
ability, just what
our team does.”

Sophomore Rick Bowen

“I think they’ll do
pretty well
thinking back on
the history of the
players and staff.”

Junior Audrey McGee

“I believe [the
team] will do
better than last
year since they
spent so much
money on the
field; they really
have something to
play for.”

Senior Jonathan Moore

“I look forward to
a winning season.
I expect nothing
but the best!
Go Bears!”

Teacher Kathy Stoesser

How do you think UA’s

football team will do

in the 2003-04 season?

Field Hockey
Coach Nikki Wimsatt

SunAug 17 FIELD HOCKEY FEST(V) 8:00

Sat  23 at Bishop Hartley 11/12

Mon 25 at Olentangy Liberty 5/6:30

WedSep 3 DUBLIN COFFMAN 5/6:30

S/S 6/7 Tourney in St. Louis(V) TBA

Mon  8 CSG 5/6:30

Wed 10 DUBLIN SCIOTO 5/6:30

Sat 13 at Mt. Notre Dame               10/11:30

Sat 13 at Cincinnati Ursuline(V) 1:00

Mon 15 at Thomas Worthington 5/6:30

Wed 17 LANCASTER 5/6:30

Tue 23 at Olentangy 5/6:30

Thu  25 at Worthington Kilbourne 5/6:30

Mon 29 at Bexley 5/6:30

WedOct 1 COLUMBUS ACADEMY 5/6:30

Wed 9 at Bishop Watterson 5/6:30

Girls Tennis
Varsity A Coach Shawn Walton

SatAug 16 TOLEDO ST. URSULA 12:00

Wed 20 at Medina 12:00

Wed 20 at Walsh Jesuit 2:00

Thu 21 THOMAS WORTHINGTON 4:00

Sat  23 CENTERVILLE 12:00

Sat 23 ROCKY RIVER MAGNIFICAT 2:00

Thu 28 at Chillicothe 4:30

WedSep 3 LEXINGTON 4:00

Thu 4 at Westland 4:00

Fri 5 at Cincinnati Ursuline TBA

Sat 6 at Cin Hills Christian Acad #1 TBA

Sat  6 at Cin Hills Christian Acad #2 TBA

Thu 11 DUBLIN SCIOTO 4:00

Sat 13 MASSILLON JACKSON 12:00

Sat 13 CANTON GLEN OAK 2:00

Tue 16 at Olentangy 4:00

Sat 20 OCC Tourney at UAHS 9:00

Wed 24 at Pickerington Central 4:30

Sat 27 CANFIELD 12:00

Sat 27 HATHAWAY BROWN 2:00

F/SOct 17/18 States at OSU TBA

Boys Soccer
V/JVA Coach Curt Bixel

SatAug 16 at W Kilbourne Preview-Scrim(V) 2:00

Mon  18 at Grove City          5:30/7:15

Sat 23 at Hilliard Davidson          5:00/7:00

Wed  27 at W Kilbourne(A/B/V)              5:30/7

“Summer practices are
a good oppurtunity to
get to know the new
kids and see what the
incoming team will be
like.”
Senior Adam Davis,
Varsity Boys Soccer
Co-Captain

Sat  30 REYNOLDSBURG          3:00/5:00

Tue Sep 2 DELAWARE HAYES          5:30/7:15

Sat  6 PERRYSBURG          1:00/3:00

Mon  8 at Thomas Worthington(A) 5:30

Tue  9 THOMAS WORTHINGTON(V) 6:00

Sat 13 HILLIARD DARBY          2:00/4:00

Mon  15 CHILLICOTHE(A) 5:30

Tue  16 at Chillicothe(V) 7:45

Sat 20 GAHANNA LINCOLN 10/12

Mon  22 WESTLAND(A) 5:30

Tue 23 at Westland(V) 6:00

Sat 27 at Bishop Watterson 12/2:00

Mon 29 at Dublin Scioto(A) 7:45

Tue  30 DUBLIN SCIOTO(V) 7:45

MonOct 6 OLENTANGY(A) 5:30

Tue  7 at Olentangy(V) 6:00

Sat 11 ST. FRANCIS DESALES(B/A/V) 11/1/3

Girls Soccer
Varsity /JVA  Coaches McGee, Still, Walker

WedAug 13 at Dublin Coffman-Scrim 6:00

Thu 21 GROVE CITY          5:30/7:15

Sat 23 HILLIARD DAVIDSON          1:00/3:00

Tue  26 GAHANNA LINCOLN          5:30/7:15

Sat 30 SYLVANIA NORTHVIEW          1:00/3:00

Tue Sep 2 at Westerville South          5:30/7:15

Sat  6 at Copley          3:00/5:00

Mon 8 at Thomas Worthington(A) 5:30

Tue  9 THOMAS WORTHINGTON(V) 7:45

Sat 13 WORTHINGTON KILBOURNE 12/2

Mon 15 CHILLICOTHE(A) 5:30

Tue  16 at Chillicothe(V) 6:00

Mon  22 WESTLAND(A) 5:30

Tue 23 at Westland(V) 7:45

Thu 25 at Pickerington Central         5:30/7:15

Sat 27 FINDLAY(A/B/V) 1/1/3

Mon  29 at Dublin Scioto(A) 6:00

Tue 30 DUBLIN SCIOTO(V) 6:00

SatOct 4 BISHOP WATTERSON 1/3

Mon  6 OLENTANGY(A) 5:30

Tue  7 at Olentangy(V) 7:45

Sat 11 at Toledo St. Ursula 12/2

“[The practices] are hot and hard but
it’s worth it.  There’s a lot of new girls
that we are getting to know better
during the practices.”
Seniors Mary Soller and Mindy
Schafer, Varsity Cheerleading
Co-Captains

GO BEARS!

While most students spent their summer vacation hanging out

with friends and relaxing by the pool, UA’s fall athletes have

been training throughout the summer hoping to gain an

advantage over the competition. Scheduled games are shown

below, so stop by to cheer UA on to victory.

7
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High School 101
*Do not try to take a

double lunch—you will

get caught

*Take exams seriously;

they are worth 20 percent

of your final grade

*If you need help, do not be afraid to ask a

teacher

*Get involved in community service activities—oh the wonders it

does for college scholarships

*Get L.C. passes from class teachers—not study hall teachers.

*Bring a jacket/sweatshirt to class; the weather changes from

one period to the next

*Watch out for water balloons on Freshman Freeway (in fact,

avoid the street at all costs)

*Get to lunch early because the restaurants get crowded quickly

*Subscribe to Arlingtonian!

*Be organized and save important papers/notes for tests and exams

*Do not jaywalk—the police have been known to ticket, but the

upper classmen in cars are what you should really worry about

*Do not call study hall “flex”—that’s a sure freshman sign

*Take advantage of your privileges (mainly open lunch)

*Enjoy high school—it is much better than middle school �

*Try to be active in sports or clubs; high school is all about the

extracurricular activities

*Do not slack-off

*Be open to meeting new people (yes, Jones and Hastings people

are allowed to be friends)

*Do not be scared of upperclassmen; they were freshman once too

*Stay on your teachers’ good sides; remember, they control

your grade

*Subscribe to Arlingtonian!

*Get to know your counselor (they write college recommendations

when you need them)

*Use WIW, Math Lab, and GLRC; they are lifesavers

*Get graduation requirements out of the way (public speaking, health,

gym) so you do not get stuck in a freshman class your senior year

*Plan your locker trips according to your schedule—five minutes

between classes is not as long as you think

*Get service hours done early or you will experience the wonderful

world of Saturday School

*Do not forget GPA is cumulative—it is easier to maintain good

grades than to improve bad ones

*Be nice to your homeroom teacher—you will have him/her for

four years

*Try to get to class on time—too many tardies lead to lunch detention

|Brady Williams|

P
Ponce de Leon, the infamous ex-
plorer we all know and love,
searched his whole life for the so-
called “fountain of youth,” but
he never found it. Instead, he
discovered Florida, the only
place where condominiums are
actually built faster than
Starbucks. So it is with high
school. Freshman year is filled
with such dreams and visions
of excellence that you can’t
help but reach for the stars—
trust me, don’t do it. This is not
a time to have self-confidence,
take it from an experienced ob-
ject of high school aggression,
like me.

I remember my first day of high school like
it was yesterday. Armed with only my Sesame
Street backpack and a Beauty and the Beast
lunch box, I strutted down the main corridor
like I owned the place. Even the upper-
classmen’s constant badgering couldn’t oust me
from my seat on Cloud Nine, at least until the
beatings started. I don’t remember much about
it, but I do recall smelling the inside of a locker

several days at a time be-
fore I gained enough sense
not to wear Spider-Man T-
shirts and hand-me-down
sweatpants. Mom had a fit
when I burned my
Berenstein Bear jogging
suit, but anything is bet-
ter than jocks sending you
flying out of a two-story
building. I learned my first
lesson quickly and bitterly.

“The key to happiness
in high school is having
friends,” a wise man once
said. By the second semes-
ter I had found a posse I

could relate to and I held onto them for dear
life. We were the little rascals; we built shel-
ters, traps, or anything that aided in our safety
from the upperclassmen. But the second les-
son I endured was that drama occurs  in three
places at UAHS: anywhere, everywhere and
at any time. By fourth quarter, half of the group
had left for significant others and the other half
committed themselves to the art of solitude.
As for me, the muggings resumed as scheduled

on the first Monday of April.
I kept asking myself, if it isn’t friends or

cool clothing, then what is it? The answer
found me while I was taking a test in Global His-
tory one Friday morning. A strange phenomenon
occurred that prevented my hand from writ-
ing “Napoleon” as the answer to question five.
I fought it but finally gave in to writing “Da
Vinci” instead. Despite knowing the correct
answer, I trusted all would go well. Indeed, it
did. On Monday when our class received the
test grades, missing that one question put me
just below the class bully’s percentage. For once
that school year I didn’t walk out of Dr.
Lehman’s room in a full nelson. Hence came
my third and final lesson: if you think some-
thing is “cool” or “right,” do the exact oppo-
site. For some cosmic and philosophical rea-
son, it always works out. Hey, it’s how I sur-
vived thus far.

So Ponce de Leon was on to something. He
didn’t find his fountain of youth, but he gave
us Florida, something that ended up benefit-
ing both America and George W. Bush. It may
seem disappointing at first, but he knew he had
to explore something—Christopher Columbus
gave a mean wedgie.

Freshmen Beware: They steal underwear

�

|Jason Shough|
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