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Security in UA:
Is the suburban bubble a

dangerous perception or a

harmless reflection?
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Many students and teachers are taking
advantage of a new after-school program
offering sign language instruction; they learn
the alphabet, days of the week and other basic
sign language vocabulary. The program came
on the heels of a relocation of the county’s
Deaf/Hard of Hearing Program to UA. Many in
the community has welcomed the new culture
the program brings.
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The grand re-opening ofThe grand re-opening of

T

Reconstruction of mall

nears completion after

months of anticipation

|Jason Shough|
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”
“The vitality of the Shopping Center [at

Lane Avenue] is important to the board of
education. The schools receive ... taxes
from businesses in the area

—Mayor Clark Pritchett

Lane AvenueLane Avenue

photo|Alex Dappen|

Construction workers continue to work on the varying store fronts.  Cameron

Mitchell’s The Rusty Bucket restaurant will be among the new attractions.

The grand re-opening of Lane Avenue Shop-
ping Center is scheduled for March of 2004,
but many of its stores are already open for busi-
ness. Other stores plan to follow suit just in
time for the holiday shopping season.

Lane Avenue’s reconstruction includes a
re-working of the center’s outer facade and a
courtyard addition in the mall’s center. The
shopping center’s once dark and gloomy ap-
pearance has been replaced with lively,
bright storefronts, adding visual appeal, UA
Mayor Clark Pritchett said.

“The stores will look more open with more
inviting fronts,” he said.

Patty Dalton, UA Deputy City Manager-
Economic Development, said new stores will
be added even though the total number of ten-
ants will decline.

The UA school system will benefit directly
from the construction, she said. Pritchett, in a
recent meeting with the UA board of educa-
tion, said he agreed.

“The vitality of the Shopping Center [at
Lane Avenue] is important to the board of edu-
cation,” he said. “The schools receive ... taxes
from businesses in the area.”

Not only is the renovated Lane Avenue go-
ing to aid the school district, income taxes from
employee paychecks go directly to the city of

Upper Arlington.
Matt Davis, the project’s planning of-

ficer, said the renovat ion’s  ini t ia l  cost
a p p r o x i m a t e d  $ 8
m i l l i o n .  N o r t h -
w e s t  I n s u r a n c e
Trust ,  the majority
o w n e r  a n d  l a n d -
h o l d i n g  f i r m  f o r
t h e  L a n e  Av e n u e
d e v e l o p m e n t ,  i n -
ve s ted  the  money
n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e
construct ion.

Before the project began, Dalton said
Standard Manage-
ment owned the ma-
jority of the Lane
Avenue lot. But va-
cancy rates above 50
percent forced a re-
evaluation in the
way the shopping
center utilized its
store area.  These
low occupation rates
resulted in the deci-
sion to reconstruct
the area.

“Northwest In-
surance Trust took
over  as  major i ty
owner and funded
the project,” Dalton
said.  “They then
hired the Madison
Marquette firm to
head the re-devel-

opment plans and to lease the space.”
Upper Arlington’s Mark P. Ford and Asso-

ciates is the architectural firm, Dalton said, and

the primary contractor is construction com-
pany Corna/Kokosing.

“There has been some square footage reduc-
tion [from the center’s previous layout,]” Dalton
said, “but the space is being utilized much bet-
ter now than before.”

Store tenants are slowly leasing renovated
store fronts and opening one by one.

Soon, this once-hallowed destination to
freshman freeway’s lunchtime walkers will
again be a hotspot.

“Two restaurants, Baja Fresh and The
Rusty Bucket, are opening for outdoor din-
ning near the courtyard,” she said. “Cameron
Mitchell holds a significant amount of shares
to the brand-new Rusty Bucket restaurant.”

Currently open stores are now hiring em-
ployees. Businesses hope to attract custom-
ers for the upcoming holiday season and need
extra workers to accommodate the increase
in consumer purchasing, Pritchett said.

“The hope is that [a majority of the] con-
struction will be completed for the holidays,”
Pritchett said. “Overall, the city is looking
very positively at the project.”
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munity has been very responsive to the
new program.

“I think the reason that UA wanted the pro-
gram was that they
were excited about
having a different cul-
ture in their build-
ing,” Tedeschi said.
“Also, there are a lot
of deaf students who
live in the district–
about 10 or so—so it
was easy to keep the

kids [in
the district].”

Deaf students attend classes with
other students, using the LC lab as a
“home base” during study halls or in-
dependent studies, Tedeschi said.

“This is their support place and
they know that,” she said. “I’m go-
ing to be here to help them, the
interpreters are going to be here,
they have special equipment in
this room.”

Tedeschi said in addition to stay-
ing in the lab, she goes around and
modifies schoolwork to be more
“deaf-friendly.”

“[Deaf students] learn the same
[as everyone], and they all have the
capability—they’re very, very smart,”
she said. “The only thing they can’t
do is basically hear. But 90 percent
of what people learn is through their
ears, so they’re missing a lot.”

Senior Michael Meadows, who
has been in the program for 12 years,
suffers partial hearing loss and said

the program has been very beneficial to him.
“It’s really helped me a lot.  If you knew me

when I was in first grade, I refused to do any work,”
he said. “[The pro-
gram] has really
helped me get
through life.”

Teachers have
been very accom-
modating and un-
d e r s t a n d i n g ,
Tedeschi said, by
modifying work
and allowing in-

terpreters in the classroom. Five interpreters are
in school all day, and they attend classes with
different students, helping them communicate,
she said.

“The interpreters are fabulous.  They fol-
low students to class, and their main job is to
facilitate communication between the student
and the teacher and the class,” Tedeschi said.
“It works very well; the teachers have been
awesome this year, and they’ve been very re-
ceptive to letting us come into their classrooms
and be an extra person.”

School interpreter Sheryl Killen said her job
is very rewarding.

“Whenever I sign [information to a student]
in an important class, it’s really cool to have the
kid sign it back to you and get the A on the test—
it makes you feel like you did your job,” she said.
“They have to learn the information; I just help
transition it from [spoken] words into something
they actually understand.”

To help spread an understanding of the deaf
culture and its language, the program offers free
sign language classes once a week after school.
They already have a class of over 30 students.

”
“Sign language is such a beautiful

language. It’s going to be good for
people to know it in the school and
in the community.

—Deaf lab teacher Lisette Tedeschi

A
At assemblies and in front of classrooms, stu-
dents may notice adults with their hands fly-
ing in unrecognizable patterns as the teacher
talks. These interpreters are helping students
of the Franklin County Hearing Impaired pro-
gram, previously in Dublin for the past 15 years
but now housed in UA schools.

The new Deaf/Hard of Hearing Lab in the
LC coordinates the program. Deaf students from
surrounding districts, such as Grove City,
Hilliard, Dublin, and Big Walnut, are bussed
to UAHS and attend UA schools, deaf lab
teacher Lisette Tedeschi said. The UA com-

graphic|Dana Harper|

Sounds of silence
Deaf and

Hard of

Hearing

program

introduces

new culture

into UAHS

|Becky Shapiro|

Students practice signing the days of the week in the after-

school sign language session. The class, part of the new deaf

and hard of hearing program, meets once a week.

photo|Bailey Capelle|
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Interest has been strong among district staff as
well; 46 teachers signed up, Tedeschi said.

“It’s so exciting for us. We actually can’t
believe it that all of these people signed up,”
she said.

Meadows also helps teach the sign language
class. English is his second language and Ameri-
can Sign Language his first, so he signs while he
talks. Meadows said he enjoys sharing his culture
with others.

“I think it’s a great way to show the hearing
kids how the deaf communicate and what they
go through,” he said.

Students who missed the initial sign-up but
are still interested can take the class offered
next semester, Tedeschi said. The classes will
help increase awareness of diversity in the
school, she said.

 “We like to bring [sign language] along with
us as much as we can—spread it around, get people
interested to learn about deaf culture and their
language,” Tedeschi said. “It’s free, and sign lan-
guage is such a beautiful language. It’s going to be
good for people to be able to know it in the school
and in the community.”

Senior Jessica Kaufmann-Fink, who is par-
ticipating in the sign language class after school,
said she has always been interested in this silent
communication and would like to do something
with her knowledge of sign language later in life.

“With a foreign language, you can go to an-
other country and put your skills to use, but there
are American citizens I can’t communicate with
right now,” she said. “Learning ASL allows me
to [communicate with them].”

A number of students are taking advantage of
the sign language classes, but some students may
not even realize the program is in place. How-
ever, sophomore Chase Miller said once they learn
about the programs, they will see its benefits.

“I think it’s good
that we’re having this
and we’re helping
deaf students,” he
said. “It adds culture,
awareness and toler-
ance to the school.”

Junior  Je s syca
D e i b e l  s a i d  s h e
s u p p o r t s  t h e
new p rog ram.

“It think it’s great
that the school is tak-
ing leaps and bounds
to make it a more di-
verse place,” she said.
“It’s great that they’re
making the school
classroom a place
where all different
kinds of people can
come and learn.”

Danger:
But the problem of speeding is not go-

ing to be easily solved, Christensen said.
Stationing a policeman at the  school to
catch offenders would only be a temporary
deterrent, she said.

“If he’s going to be visible, I don’t think
initially it may cause people to respond.
But I don’t know that a policeman can do
a whole lot of good unless he’s out there
directing traffic,” Christensen said.

Greenhill said the police does a good
job of catching speeders and those not
obeying the traffic laws, but the police is
not expected to watch the school the en-
tire day.

“Sometimes [the police] will really zero
in on it, but obviously they have other du-
ties and they can’t be here all the time,”
he said.

Greenhill said he thinks the school has
done a good job of teaching the importance
of safe driving, and the school is a good
place to learn that lesson.

Christensen and Kientz both suggested
that painting the crosswalks a brighter fluo-
rescent color might make it more conspicu-
ous to drivers.

 The school administration has
looked into installing speed bumps as a
way of solving the problem of speeding,
Greenhill said.

“We’ve been talking to the city about
the possibility of speed bumps around the
school, just to slow cars down,” he said.

Christensen said she thinks a lot of prob-
lems arise because of the amount of new
drivers around the school, and she is amazed
there are not more accidents. Kientz, whose
accident was the second student car crash
in two months this year, agreed.

“I think that everybody needs to be a
little bit more careful, especially since there
are so many new drivers around the
school,” Kientz said.

Greenhill said the roads are a city mat-
ter; he does not have the power to make
decisions about traffic problems.

“We’re very limited in what we can do,”
he said.

Kientz hopes her accident sends a mes-
sage that the students’ security is at stake.

“It should be a wake-up call  to the ad-
ministration,” she said. “We need a little
bit more safety around the school.”

Clogged intersection

compromises student safety

|Stephanie Hummel|

J
Junior Sarah Kientz has firsthand knowledge
of how dangerous crosswalks can be.

Kientz said she looked both ways Oct.
29 before making her way across Ridgeview
Road and toward her mother’s car parked
on Chester Road. She said she saw a car
coming down the street, but it seemed far
enough away to cross safely. However, the
car hit her when she was in the middle of
the crosswalk.

Though uninjured, Kientz said this is evi-
dence that the crosswalk connecting Ridge-
view and Chester roads is becoming a prob-
lem. Everyday, parents waiting to pick up
their kids from school park in front of and
behind the crosswalk. This limits many driv-
ers’ visibility, preventing them from detect-
ing the presence of anyone in the crosswalk,
parent Laura Christensen said.  Parents and
students are concerned about students’ safety
when it comes to crossing Ridgeview,
Christensen said.

“The crosswalk isn’t very well marked,”
she said.

Principal Kip Greenhill said the main
cause is the number of drivers at the school,
and that they all seem to be in a rush.

“When you have a high volume [of traf-
fic] and people in a hurry, you definitely have
some problems,” Greenhill said.

Kientz cited speeding as the main cause
of her accident.

“I think it was because
the car was going too fast;
[the driver was not] being
careful enough around
the school at that time of
day,” she said.

Christensen said speed-
ing is a major problem
around the high school.

“I saw an accident two
years ago. The girl [driv-
ing] didn’t look [and]
didn’t stop. That whole
area right there is a real
mess,” Christensen said.

Senior Kelsey Linville
agrees that speeding is
prevalent during school
hours. “Kids are in a big
rush to get everywhere,
which causes the speed-
ing,” Linville said.

A student crosses the street at the intersection

of Ridgeview and Chester Roads after school.

Students and parents worry that traffic is

becoming too dangerous.

photo|Allie Kattoua|
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In Ohio, the minimum voting age is 18, while
cities in Maryland, Massachusetts and Maine
have already lowered their voting age to 17-years-
old; Florida, North Dakota, Alaska and New York
City are all pushing for teenagers as young as 16
to vote in city elections, according to the Sept.
17 ABC News story “Too Young to Vote,” by
Geraldine Sealey. At UAHS, many seniors are
unable to vote due to the age restrictions.

Government teacher  Dale  Hartney
said lowering voting ages will not nec-
essarily increase voting participation at
the high school because the 18-25 age
group do not make up very much of the
voting population.

“Historically, the [age] group 18-25 hasn’t
voted much; voting gradually goes down [as
age lowers],” he said. “Only 30 to 34 percent
of [that group] actually shows up.”

Hartney said lowering the voting age
would probably increase political studies
in schools.

 Senior Chelsea Ritter-Soronen, who is
only 17, said she definitely would have voted
this past election day if she had made the age
cut, yet she disagrees with lowering the vot-
ing age.

Several cities
lower voting age
Seniors react to potential legislation

|Ashley Anderson|

“Voting re-
quires a certain
maturity,”  she
said. “If you’re 16
and voting, you
won’t  be re-
searching and
would just follow
ads and whatever
else you hear.”

Ritter-Soronen
said if she was old
enough to vote, she
would take the responsi-
bility of researching vot-
ing issues to make the
right choice.

Senior Joey Karl voted
this past Election Day but
said he did not take the
time to research any po-
litical concerns that would

affect his ballot.
“I just felt like it was

my responsibil ity to
vote,” he said. “There
weren’t really any big is-
sues to vote on, so I
didn’t see the impor-
tance in learning all
about the election.”

Senior Mallory Covert said if she was old
enough to vote, she would have undoubtedly
looked up information on the Internet be-
fore entering the voting booth. Because gov-
ernment classes in school mainly focus on

”“Voting requires a certain maturity. If you’re
16 and voting, you won’t be researching,
and would just follow ads and whatever else
you’d heard.

—Senior Chelsea Ritter-Soronen

�
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national issues, Covert said high school stu-
dents need to research local and statewide
matters themselves.

Senior Laura Vaughn said she would have
participated in Election Day if she had the
opportunity.

“I would have voted if I was 18 just for
fun,” Vaughn said. “I’m not too concerned
with issues right now because I know I
couldn’t have voted. Next year, I’ll probably
look into it more.”

news
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sophomore

How many phalanges do you have?

  I don’t know what those are ... 13?

Don’t worry, neither do I. If you

could be a country, which would

you be?

  Eygpt, because I lived there for 10
years and I know a lot about it.

Who would win, Lucky

Leprechaun or Trix the Rabbit?

  Trix—he’s much faster.

What type of cereal do you eat?

  None. I usually have a bagel.
Good choice. What are you

looking forward to this winter?

  Getting grades back. I might also

  be going to New Jersey.
That’s wonderful. Are you going to

ask for any presents from your

parents?

  Yeah, PS2 games.
Say something mean to me.

  Go home.
Ouch! Well done. Thanks for chatting.

  Sure, let’s do it again sometime.

Qand
withA

Shehab Helal

A
|Brady Williams|

As Thanksgiving break comes to an end, leaves
finally fall from their trees as families pack away
turkeys and take down short-lived Thanksgiving
decorations. Words like “gifts,”  “lights” and “Santa
Claus” begin to invade many conversations.

Many UA community members have Christ-
mas traditions their families have followed for years.

Senior Nate Brown and his family always
have big plans on Christmas Eve.

“We always go to church late on Christmas
Eve,” he said. “After church, we drive around
the neighborhood and look at all the Christ-
mas lights.”

While some families enjoy Christmas lights
through the windows of their warm, comfy cars,
other families bundle up for an outdoor excur-
sion. Such treks  are enjoyed by senior Brendan
Murray’s  relatives, who make the trip to UA
every year.

“They always like seeing the lights around
the community,” he said.

On Christmas day, the Murrays go to the
movies, a tradition that started after a family
holiday viewing of Beavis and Butthead Do
America,” Murray said.

Sophomore Griffin Cotter’s parents follow
more conventional traditions, and try to make
Santa Claus’ presence more believable by plac-
ing gifts around the house.

“My parents [used to] take our stockings and
put them in our rooms during the middle of the
night,” he said. “Even though we are much older
now, they still do it.”

But whether there are lights, stockings or
other decorations, it is nearly impossible to dis-
tinguish one house from another, sophomore
Eric Reinhardt said. He enjoys Christmas in UA,
but he still finds room for improvement.

“Christmas is my favorite holiday of the year,”
Reinhardt said. “I love the decorations, but it’s
starting to become the same thing every year.”

Sophomore Sarah Jane Dugger said she feels
the same way and tries to change her decora-
tions every year.

“I love the lit houses during Christmas sea-
son,” she said. “But I wish people would try new
decorations, because I feel like I see the same
ones on every street.”

While some people’s Christmas wish is to see
new decorations, others like the traditional
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Students surround principal Kip Greenhill in a merry ring-around-the-rosey circuit,

chanting as he dances. The sequence aired Nov. 7 on Kickin’ It Live accompanied

by “The Sound of Music” theme song.

photo|Alex Dappen|

Santa’s Sleigh
...needs a tune up?

feature
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decorations and feel they set a conventional tone
for the season.

Senior Whitney Bachner said she helps her
mother  decorate the house every year and looks
forward to her favorite decorations.

“I’ve always liked the Christmas tradition,”
she said. “I look forward to hanging up my fa-
vorite decorations each year.”

Christmas traditions are the best part of the
holiday and people should follow them, senior
Brian Switzer said.

“Christmas and other holidays are based on
traditions,” he said. “The celebrations should be
special since you can only celebrate the holi-
days once a year.”

Junior Emily Mikac said she has mixed feel-
ings about using innovative decorations and fol-
lowing holiday traditions.

“I love all of the Christmas traditions, such
as stockings and decorations,” she said. “But it’s
fun to see new decorations and spice up the holi-
day season.”

Whether you’re a person who sentimentally
clings to tradition or one with a bent for the
eccentric, everyone should enjoy the holiday
season—it’s the thought that counts.
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Across the Atlantic lies a country about the size of New Jersey called
Kuwait. With a population of 2.3 million, Kuwait is a country often over-
shadowed by its larger neighbors. But as senior Amanda Kass discovered,
it is a country full of diverse political views, extreme wealth and unparal-
leled beauty.

With 10 other high school and college students across the country,
Kass served as a representative of the United States on a trip sponsored
by The National Council on U.S.-Arab Relations and Kuwait Univer-
sity. After participating in the Model Arab League last school year with
the Christopher Program, Kass said she was encouraged by Christopher
Program facilitator Shelley Charity to apply for the trip. Recognizing it
as an amazing opportunity, she proceeded to fill out an extensive appli-
cation requiring two written essays and two teacher recommendations.

Charity said she recommended Kass based on her performance with

the Model Arab League last year.
“Amanda did extensive research about the country she was repre-

senting and [the country’s] issues,” Charity said. “What won me over,
though, was her passion. Kass gave the project 110 percent, and I knew
she would do the same in Kuwait.”

One of only two high school students selected to go on this trip, Kass
was joined by Hilliard Davidson senior Cara King, who also attends the
Christopher Program.

In Kuwait, Kass found herself among the minority for the first time in
her life.

“Over there everyone has dark hair, dark skin, dark eyes,” she said. “I
just stuck out.”

As an obvious outsider, respecting Kuwait’s culture was very im-
portant. Sensitive to Kuwait’s social expectations, Kass avoided eye
contact with men.

“Flirtation there is very subtle, so the smallest gesture might be
interpreted as attraction to a man,” she said. “When we were gath-
ering our luggage, I had to stare at the floor because there were men
on either side of me.”

Upon seeing women dressed in full abaya and gloves and hijabs cov-
ering their mouths, most Americans immediately assume Kuwaiti women
are subjected to sexual prejudice, but that is not true, Kass said.

“As Americans, we view their way of dress as oppression, but it is
really just their choice,” she said. “There are women wearing the tradi-
tional dress, but then there are women dressed just like us, in jeans and
a T-shirt.”

The difference between the Kuwaiti and western perception of tradi-
tional dress is largely rooted in religion. Islam, the primary religion of
Kuwait, emphasizes modesty, Kass said. Women who choose to dress in
the abaya and hijab do so out of commitment to their faith, not because
they are forced to.

Another important aspect of Kuwaiti culture is hospitality, and all
Americans on the trip experienced this warmth, Kass said. A man from
an organization they visited heard the group wanted to go to the beach
on the last day of the trip, so he invited them to his beach house.

“He bought us snorkeling gear and grilled out for us,” she said. “The
man did not even know us; that’s just how their culture is.”

This hospitality and desire to make everyone feel welcome extends
outside the home to foreign policy. Kuwaitis are extremely grateful to
America for liberating them from Iraq during the conflict in the early
‘90s, Kass said. At the same time, most do not agree with decisions the
U.S. government recently made. Still, most Kuwaitis are able to men-
tally separate the citizens from the government.

“Most people do not agree with the American stance on the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict,” she said. “[But] other than Islamic extremists, Ku-
waitis are able to separate their feelings about politics from their feelings
towards the American people.”

Awareness of the Kuwaiti perception of Americans was very impor-
tant while the group was there. Kass said she was conscious of the re-
sponsibility of representing the United States, but did not feel over-
whelmed with pressure.

“We were representing America,” Kass said. “America is very di-
verse though, and the Kuwaiti people we met understood that.”

Kass accomplished this, Sean Romer, a member of The National
Council of U.S.-Arab Relations, told Charity.

“All the leaders Kass came in contact with were impressed with her
background knowledge, her attention to protocol, and her acceptance
of an unfamiliar culture,” Charity said.

Back in America, Kass said she plans on returning to Kuwait as soon
as possible. The trip has also fueled her desire to travel the globe.

“I’ll definitely go back,” she said. “After getting a taste of travel, I
cannot wait to see the world.” �

College senior Danielle Berggren, Kuwaiti native Dalal Al-Faris, UAHS

senior Amanda Kass and graduate student Elizabeth Brownson pose in

front of the Grand Mosque in Kuwait City. Kass resided in Kuwait Oct. 15-

25 to serve as a representative of the United States.

photo courtesy|Amanda Kass|

|Joannie Colner|

Senior Amanda Kass serves as

American ambassador across sea

Kicks itKuwaitKuwaitKuwaitKuwaitKuwaitininininin
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Bubble |Allie D’Aurora & Kaitlyn Williams|

Students slowly shuffled into their first period classes Monday Oct. 20, many putting
all their energy into remaining awake. After the 8:05 bell rang, principal Kip
Greenhill’s voice surprised students as it scratched through the loud speaker. Most
expected nothing more than Greenhill praising UA students for an outstanding state
championship or for another first place win in the Science Fair; instead, shocked
students heard Greenhill announce the abduction of a Dublin Scioto student after
the previous Friday night’s UA home football game against Dublin Scioto.

According to the UA Police report, the 17-year-old student suffered from a lac-
eration to her head. The abductor approached the girl on her way to the concession
stands’ restroom and then forcibly took her to a more isolated area. In the ensuing
struggle, the girl fell into a glass case. In his announcement, Greenhill quickly clairified
the abductor was most likely an adult, not a student.

After the recent attack, many UA residents have realized they falsely perceive
UA to be a crime-free “bubble,” and that this view has left them less cautious—and
therefore more vulnerable.

UA residents reconsider their

relaxed attitudes on safety

issues after attack on UAHS

grounds shocks community

the g
st

i

B
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n

focus graphics|Bailey Capelle|
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Male
Average:
84
47
206
14

Female
Average:
58
39
100
28

Student estimates

vs.

 Actual statistics of crime per year

Burglaries
Robberies
Thefts
Forcible Rapes

Actual
Value:
114
15
508
10

Burglary: theft occuring inside a home or building
Theft: no harm or threat of harm and not inside a
home
Robbery: theft occuring with physical harm or
threat of physical harm

UA Community Relations Officer Don Stanko said UA is one of the
safest communities in central Ohio. He attributes the high level of
safety to a strong police presence and residents’ diligence re-
garding safety. Despite this, he said no community is com-
pletely immune from crime.

“The perception [of safety] is quite skewed,” he
said. “I know for a fact that people feel Upper Ar-
lington is extremely safe and nothing ever hap-
pens in [UA] because people tell me that all the
time. [They say], ‘Your job must be so easy be-
cause nothing ever happens [here].’”

Stanko acknowledged, however, that UA
faces less crime than other cities.

“We may not have the quantity of crimes that
downtown Columbus may have, but we have the
same types of crimes. The same types of crimes hap-
pen everywhere. We have our murders, we have our
rapes, our robberies, burglaries, but we may not have
as many as the city of Columbus,” he said. “Just be-
cause [some residents] don’t happen to know anyone in
their neighborhood who has been a victim doesn’t mean
that these crimes are not taking place.”

UAHS parent Phyllis Craig, once a resident of Syracuse,
NY, also said many residents view UA as a crime-free community;

their attitudes create and perpetuate the perception of a “bubble”
surrounding UA.

“[People in UA] act like they’re invincible. They act like
they’re above [crime] and feel like they’re untouch-

able,” she said. “They actually believe that
[crime] can’t happen here, but it can hap-

pen anywhere.”
Sophomore Than Hopkin

moved to UA seven years ago.
After being a resident of Utah
and Georgia, Hopkin said he
feels most secure here.

“I feel really safe here be-
cause I’ve never seen any
crimes,” he said. “But I also defi-
nitely think that UA is looked
at as a bubble because we’re all
wealthy, and a lot of people

think [crime will] never happen
here because it is UA.”

After the abduction, many resi-
dents, including freshman Katie Kraft,

said they were forced to re-evaluate their
level of safety.

    “ I ’ve  a lways  fe l t  pretty  sa fe ,”  she
said, “but due to the attack after the football game, I’m a little

Theft from Within:
|Ally Betley|

is a great school, there are people who will steal.”
Crimes within UAHS have not been limited to the band room this

year. Senior Meaghan Monfort said a man attempted to break into
her car while parked outside the high school on a Sunday evening.
She said she left her purse, along with a friend’s purse, on the front
seat and the face plate to her CD player on, thereby enabling a
thief to steal the appliance. The unidentified man broke the trian-
gular window on the back of Monfort’s car and fled when a janitor
witnessed the break-in and shouted.

Although the man failed to steal any of Monfort’s valuables, she
said she realized she had mistakenly taken her safety for granted
and assumed items in her car would not be stolen in UA.

Prior to spring break in the 2002-2003 school year, the Learn-
ing Center also fell victim to student thieves. Media specialist
Susan Yutzey said computer mice were stolen from the first floor
CLFF lab, which is designated as a classroom and not for indi-
vidual student use.

“This impacted other classes coming in because we didn’t have
enough mice,” Yutzey said. “It put [students] in a bad situation
because they weren’t able to use the technology that we have.”

After the incident, Yutzey said she met with a group of students
in order to plan how to better communicate the uses of the CLFF
lab and ultimately prevent future vandalism.

Though the computers were successfully replaced, she said
the mere fact that a student would damage the computers
still upsets her.

“I think initially it starts out as a playful thing—maybe a reac-
tion to what a person in authority did or said that made them
angry,” Yutzey said. “But I cannot understand why students who
have so much here would do that to their fellow students.” �

Skewed Perceptions?

Students forced to question classmates’ integrity
after prevalence of crime at UAHS increases

source|Nov. 7, 2003 voluntary
Arlingtonian homeroom survey|

source|www.fbi.gov 2001|

I
It seems to be a natural part of a UAHS student’s routine to leave his
or her car unlocked for a short five-minute trip into a store, or to
leave valuables nearby while he or she turns to talk to a friend.
Recently though, many students are realizing that their lackadaisi-
cal attitudes toward crime need to be altered.

In previous years, senior Cassie Sprout said she never worried
about theft within the school. However, after a series of items were
stolen from the band room, Sprout, a member of the marching band,
said she is taking more precautions.

Previously, Sprout said she left her belongings in the band’s class-
room while practicing outside; however, during the middle of the
season this year, she returned to find her purse open and two $20
bills missing. Sprout said she initially thought the incident was a
joke because she never imagined someone in the school would steal
from the band room.

Junior Debbie Westman, also a member of the marching band,
said she too had a $20 bill stolen from her purse, which had beenlying
next to Sprout’s. Like Sprout, Westman said she had left her belong-
ings out since the beginning of the year and felt upset when she
realized someone had been rifling through her purse. Both Sprout
and Westman told band director Mike Manser about their stolen
money and later reported it to the main office.

Sprout said theft has never been a problem in past years, but
after recent events she feels more vulnerable.

“I had too much trust in people,” Sprout said. “I didn’t think
[theft] would be a problem, especially in UA, but now I realize
that it happens everywhere.”

Sprout now always keeps her books and purse secure in the band
room lockers—even while in the room—to avoid future incidents.

“Students need to be more cautious,” Sprout said. “Although UA
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more cautious.”
 Kraft said she also realized she was previously not as cautious

as possible.
“I definitely could have been more careful,” she said. “I’ve heard from

my peers that UA is one of the safest places. A lot of people, including
myself, weren’t cautious [prior to the abduction].”

However, Hopkin said he continues to feel safe and does not plan to
become more careful.

“I don’t do much to secure my safety because I live in a bubble,” he
said. “I don’t feel any less safe [after the abduction] because it seemed
like an isolated event. It has never happened before, and it seems like
it will never happen again.”

After she left her car in front of her house and went inside, her car
was stolen.

 “It occurred in my own driveway around 9 p.m. on a Monday night,” she
said. “I left my keys in the car and a female or male happened to know that and
took [the car] from me.”

The stolen car contained a laundry basket of clothes, field hockey
equipment and shoes. Meeder said she learned her lesson the hard way
and is now much more cautious with her possesions than before.
    The next most dangerous crime is burglary, or breaking and entering,
Stanko said.

“Upper Arlington is known for its real estate, nice homes, [and for be-
ing] a well-to-do community,” he said. “If a criminal is going to burglarize a

home, they are going to choose a home that may have
items of value or interest inside them, so they will come
to UA.”

Stanko said he estimates about one UA resident re-
ports a burglary every week to the police force.

Sophomore Stephanie Steidle said her family’s house
was burglarized after leaving a back door unlocked.

“My mom’s purse, my dad’s wallet, our video camera
and some change and dollar bills in our cabinet were sto-
len,” she said. “They came in through our sun room door.
The purse and wallet were on the counter and the money
was in a nearby cabinet.”

Steidle said she was frightened because the crime
was committed while she and her family were sleeping
in the house.

“I think [the burglars] are pretty gutsy to go in someone’s
house and take what’s not theirs,” she said. “I was mad
because it took forever to replace the things that were lost.”
      Among other statistics, Stanko said approximately 12
assaults are reported in UA during an average year. Rapes
are the least common form of assault, but they still occur,
he said. In 2001, 10 rapes were recorded, according to the
FBI. Bank and personal robberies take place more fre-
quently, Stanko said; 15 were reported in 2001.

This last spring, UA experienced a more grue-
some type of assault: murder. According to Stanko,
the murderer deposited the victim’s body into the
Scioto River. Despite this, Stanko said murders oc-
cur infrequently in UA; the last murder previous to
2003 occurred in 1996.

Remaining SafeCrime in UA
Stanko said residents should realize crime can and does occur in UA.
“Whether you’re in Upper Arlington or downtown Columbus, be aware

that crime is going to take place,” he said. “There may be less crime
in Upper Arlington, but that doesn’t mean you couldn’t be a poten-
tial victim.”

This lack of awareness contributes to making residents more suscep-
tible to crime, he said.

“You [can] feel when you are threatened,” Stanko said. “When you
go down to an unsafe neighborhood, [you] immediately roll up your
windows, you lock your doors, you look around for any ‘bad’ men to
be around. In Upper Arlington you may become a little more compla-
cent. You may not always lock your doors, or roll up your windows.
You may not even lock the doors to your home. That’s going to put
you at a greater risk for crime.”

The most frequent crime in UA is theft, followed by criminal damag-
ing, Stanko said.  These crimes occur so often because they are commit-
ted spontaneously, he said, making them harder to prevent.

Junior Kelly Meeder fell victim to a theft this past autumn.

infographic|Yeye Zhang|

Junior Celeste Redman said students should realize UA continues to be
a safe community.

“Even though something like [the attack] happened, UA is still a
safe community,” she said. “We just have to realize that UA is not as
safe as we thought.”

Stanko said residents must remember to consider their safety every day.
“Upper Arlington is a safe community. We can go about our daily

business without the constant fear of being robbed, but we do still have
to remember that we have to be safe,” he said. “There’s no place in our
world that we can be completely and 100 percent safe, not even in our
own homes.”

Residents can and should take precautions to prevent crime, Stanko said.
“The best thing anyone can do to keep themselves safe, especially

from violent crimes, is to always travel or be with a friend,” he said.
“It is statistically proven that if you have two people together, they
are 70 percent less likely to become victims than just a singular per-
son. If you have three people together, they are 90 percent less likely
to become victimized.”
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Stanko says...
�Play the ‘what-if’ game.
Think ‘what would I do if
this would happen?’

�Have a plan of escape

�Be aware of your surroundings

�Know where to go for help

�Avoid being alone

graphic|Yeye Zhang|

A
A female Dublin Scioto student was attacked on UAHS school grounds
Oct. 17 after the home football game. UAHS parent Ron Maciejowski
and his wife aided the victim after hearing the screams of another
woman who discovered the student.

“We were walking out to the parking lot after the game and heard
someone yelling for help,” Maciejowski said. “[The victim] was re-
ally out of it; I think she was unconscious … It was like something you
would see on TV.”

After learning of the event, principal Kip Greenhill immediately
took action. He addressed the student body over the intercom sys-
tem Oct. 20 and sent a letter to UAHS parents the same day.

The letter stated, “Approximately one half hour after the game,
a twelfth grade Dublin student was abducted under the home foot-
ball stands. She was taken to an area behind the high school. During
the ensuing struggle, she was pushed through a glass trophy case
that was being discarded.”

According to the police report obtained from the Upper Arlington
Police Department, “persons unknown did approach [the victim] while
she was on her way to the restroom after the UA vs. Dublin Scioto
football game.”

In his letter, Greenhill also discussed the offender. He stated the
attacker was not a student.

“The Upper Ar-
lington Police are in
the process of car-
rying out a thor-
ough investiga-
tion,” the letter
said. “They believe
that the perpetra-
tor is an adult, not
a student.”

D e s p i t e
Greenhill’s at-
tempts to accu-
rately present the
facts, freshman
Amie Cressie said
the events still con-
fused her.

“I actually don’t
know much about
the event,” she said.

S o p h o m o r e
Sandra Tilton said
the coverage from

local news stations and newspapers was unexpectedly minimal.
“I’ve been surprised by the lack of coverage by the news,” she

said. “You would think that this would be a huge deal.”
 To help prevent a similarly tragic event, Maciejowski said stu-

dents should always be cautious. Additional precautions are espe-
cially important when students are by themselves.

“Apparently this [attacker] was waiting for stragglers, and they
had turned the lights off in the stadium, which was a mistake,” he
said. “You have to be vigilant all the time—you can’t let your guard
down when you’re by yourself.”

|Journalism I student Adam Ballheim & Kendrick Sledge|

Shown above is the site where the Dublin student was dragged  and later

pushed through a glass trophy case following the Oct. 17 home football

game. The abduction alarmed residents and questioned their sense of

suburban security.

photo|Alex Dappen|

�Journalism I student Ashton DiDonato also contributed to this story.

Student attacked
after home game

Stanko said students should remain aware of their surroundings and
plan possible escape routes. Another valuable prevention method is for
students to put themselves in the minds of criminals.

“[Think], ‘If I were a robber or a kidnapper, how could I facilitate
that crime against this person. What are they doing
to make themselves vulnerable?’” Stanko said. “If you
can play that out in your mind, you could possibly
find deficiencies in your own personal safety: things
that you do on a regular basis that may not be as safe.
That way you’ll be able to monitor your activities
and maybe change them for the better.”

While these precautions should be taken,
Stanko said he does not want residents to be fear-
ful of living in UA.

“I don’t want individuals being scared all of the
time; there’s no reason for that,” he said. “I don’t want
them to worry about being a victim of a crime. The
chances of them being a victim are fairly low; how-
ever, it will even lower their chances if they are dili-
gent about their personal safety.”

A high-profile crime, such as the recent attack,
serves to raise awareness regarding crime, junior
Michael Starr said. However, as the crime fades from
memory, so does the new level of prevention.

“People get comfortable and then something like
the abduction happens and it kind of wakes people
up and makes them cautious again,” Starr said. “It’s
a cycle.”

Stanko also said this cycle actually exists in UA. Residents may cur-
rently feel threatened and possibly overly-concerned with their safety,
but eventually they will feel secure again, he said.

“[The attack] will change the perception [of UA being a bubble],
but it probably won’t last,” Stanko said. “Those are very short-term,
knee-jerk reactions, generally. Right now their guard may be up, but it
will come down eventually.” �
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MARK D. PIERCE, D.D.S., M.S.

Office Hours
By Appointment

Telephone
(614) 262-3047

3854 N. High St., Columbus, Ohio 43214
Practice limited to Orthodontics

3366 Riverside Drive
Columbus, Ohio 43221

(614) 451-3201
Fax (614) 451-3237

Walt Betley

Cellular
(614) 565-8214

SKIPPING CLASS
isn’t as fun as taking one....

@
AEROBICS & SPINNING CLASSES

~ after school @ 4 o’clock ~

2100 TREMONT CENTER
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As fall games cool off, winter and

spring teams prepare for competition

athletes
in
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Top Left: Junior Phil Geiger, senior Brian Blackburn, junior Matt Finney

and junior Chris Yunker engage in a strategic conversation during practice

warm ups as they prepare for a difficult season ahead. The boys water polo

team hopes to win the state championship.

Top Right: The hockey team stretches during a warm up in a team circle

during practice at The Chiller. The boys won their Nov. 21 game against

Beaverceek 2-0.

Above: As a defender advances, senior Sarah Kunz skillfully passes the ball

to senior Callie Crosby. The girls waterpolo team came in first place at the

state championship game Nov. 1.

Middle: At the state championship girls cross country meet, senior

Kathleen Cooper passes an opponent. Cooper was the first of the UA team

to finish, helping the team place seventh overall.

Bottom Left: On the uneven bars, freshman Toshimi Takamuva perfects her

routine as her coach spots her. The girls gymnastics team began practicing

Nov. 6 to prepare for its first meet Dec. 8.

Far Bottom Left: Junior Erin Wickerham, sophomore Meg Kirby, and the rest

of the cheerleading squad practice for the first basketball game Dec. 12 at

St. Charles. All UA cheer squads practice together for the upcoming season.

Left: During a fall Black and Gold scrimmage for boys lacrosse, sophomore

Sam Donovan and junior Shawn Miely defend sophomore Lex Kridler. The

team began practicing in October for its spring season.

sports
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J.E.T. HANNUKAH BASH
OSU Drake Center

1849 Cannon Drive

Tickets - $5 Tickets can be purchased at the
JCC (1125 College Avenue), JCC North (1985 Swansford Drive)

or JCC New Albany (5089 Johnstown Road).

Tickets will be sold on a first come first serve basis.

Sponsored by JET - Jewish Experiences for Teens,
The Second Saturday Ch’ai Program, B’nai Brith Youth Organization

To reserve transportation or for general questions,
please contact Abigail Glass at (614) 559-6255 or aglass@columbusjcc.org

Opening band: fe-ne-tiks
Pre-party at 7:15

Thursday 8 p.m. Dec. 18, 2003

FREE!

2 WEEK PASS

Classes covering: orientation, punching, kicking, grappling and self-defense.
Childrens class (6-12yrs.), Teens & Adults. Private lessons. Group self-defense seminars.

INSTRUCTOR CHET BUFFINGTON
* 5th Degree with 35 years experience in Okinawan and Japanese Goju-Ryu Karate, and 25 years
    in Burmese Bando (kickboxing, grappling, animal systems, stick and edged weapons)
* National Champion in Fighting, Forms and Weapons
* Inducted into the Bando Hall of Fame
* Featured twice in Who’s Who in American Martial Arts

196 Oak St. (Behind Flint Market) Worthington, Ohio 43225         To schedule, call (614) 659-0646

   WANTED! Tough young men and women to learn kickboxing for competition
in amateur National Kickboxing Tournament to be held in Columbus, Ohio Nov. 13, 2004.
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A team must have talent as well as unity, along with good relationships

with both teammates and coaches. Moore said the swim team partakes in
many activities to help the team bond and mesh with underclassmen on
varsity for the first time.

“We have a lot of team get-togethers to see movies or to have brunches
and dinners,” Moore said.

Cochran agrees these activities are a good way for the team to become
closer and to enjoy themselves. During [our bonding sessions], we always tell
jokes and funny stories, she said.

Apart from team bonding, Cochran said setting goals is necessary for a
team to motivate players and to promote
hard work in practice and  competitions.

Establishing goals and planning
ahead are major priorities of all winter
sports teams—the swim team is no ex-
ception.

“This year our goal is to bring more
swimmers to states and possibly win,”  he said. “Practices help us accom-
plish long term goals and I hope our team starts off the season well with a lot
of fast swims.”

The basketball team shares similiar ambitions of having a victorious sea-
son by achieving district and state titles, Nein said.

“This year, we’re hoping to win districts, win our league and make it
to the state tournament,” he said. “We’ve been working since the end of
last season, we’ve set goals and we’re coming together as a team.We
have a lot of talent.”

The gymnastics team has also set many
goals for the upcoming season and are anx-
iously awaiting the start of the season,
Cochran said.

“We’re hoping to place 1st or 2nd at Dis-
tricts, so we would qualify for states, but we are
also looking to improve individually on each
event,” she said.

UA winter athletes are prepared and anx-
ious to begin the upcoming season. They all
plan to consistently work during this season
to fulfill the goals that they have been at-
tempting to achieve.

Regardless of the sport, whether it is
played on a court, a mat or in the swim-
ming pool, winter sports athletes and
coaches are working together and practic-
ing daily to sucessfully represent the high
school this year.

Fall athletes have already finished their seasons, competed in the last tourna-
ments, returned uniforms and hosted banquets. During all this, the winter
sports athletes, however, were just getting started with their season by condi-
tioning, meeting new team members and mentally preparing for the arduous
season ahead.

Winter athletes agree the most important part of any sport is prac-
tice; players are aware of the many purposes of practices.

The boys swim team knows of the team-strengthening effects of prac-
tices. The water bears have been conditioning since the summer, when
they had to be in the pool ready to swim when most students were still
sleeping, senior swim team captain
Jonathan Moore said.

“Over the summer, the team would
swim from 5 a.m. until 8 a.m. and then
we would practice again from 3 p.m. un-
til 6 p.m,” he said. “The long distance
swims early in the morning was the hard-
est part of practices.”

Senior basketball captain Jeff Nein agreed pre-season conditioning and
practices are tough, but essential to a team’s success.

“Before the season, [the team] spent two weeks doing morning-shoot-
ing workouts, weight lifting, and three weeks of sprints and long distance
running,” Nein said. “During practices we do a lot of drills to improve
agility and shooting, as well as scrimmages. We also scout other teams to
prepare for games.”

The wrestling team also trained extensively before their season, hoping to
gain a competitive edge over the opposition,
junior wrestler Tyler Abraham said.

“We did open mats and lifting to get
ready for the season,” he said. “We also
worked on different types of technique,
wrestled and conditioned.”

Senior gymnastics captain Kim Cochran
said members of the team have been work-
ing on improving overall physical fitness and
conditioning to develop strength and endur-
ance for meets. The team is  focusing on
bonding with new members to create a
stronger, more unified team, she said.

“We began practicing in early November,”
Cochran said. “We did a lot of running and
cardio work to prepare us for our floor rou-
tines and stomach and arm strength for bars
and beam. We got to know each other well
through practices, too.”

”“
[The basketball team] has been working since the end
of last season, we’ve set goals and we’re coming to-
gether as a team. We have a lot of talent.

—Senior Basketball Co-Captain Jeff Nein

�

Athletes begin practicing, preparing goals for upcoming season

|Chloe Tiberi|

upsports
winter
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Freshman Kristen Cochran perfects a jump on the balance

beam at gymnastics practice.The team’s first meet was

held on Dec.8.

heat
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Lord of

the Screens
the

F
For many, the very thought of the latest addition to The Lord of the
Rings trilogy conjours feelings of jubilation and excitement. UAHS
students and teachers are no exception. As the countdown to the
third LOTR continues, Arlingtonian examines the formula behind
the phenomenon.

The 210-minute installment of The Lord of the Rings: The Re-
turn of the King will debut in theaters Dec. 17, complet-
ing one of the most historic cinematic trilogies of
all time, as well as one of the most profitable
cinematic investments.

Written by the late J.R.R. Tolkien, the Rings
trilogy follows Frodo Baggins and his compan-
ions in their quest to destroy the ring to pre-
vent antagonist Sauron from enslaving the
creatures of Middle Earth. Tolkien’s series has
been called the best literary work of the 20th

century, which made it susceptible to a book-
to-movie project.

Movie production company New Line Cin-
ema stood to lose a hefty sum with the project,
despite the popularity of the books. The ex-
pensive films, requiring 2400 employees
at the height of production, were filmed
all at once in New Zealand in the late
‘90s. According to The New York
Times, New Line Cinema and its in-
ternational-distribution partners
put up $280 million for the trilogy’s
production. If the first film, The
Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of
the Ring, was a hit, it would be the
cinematic investment of a lifetime.
But if the first movie failed in the
box office, New Line Cinema
would be sitting on two more
costly films without the promise
of a significant return.

Fortunately for them, the films
were a success. According to Yahoo!
Movies, in winter 2001-02, Fellow-
ship made $313.3 million, ranking it
the 12th highest grossing movie of all
time in American box offices. It made
$860 million worldwide. Despite its success,
the Best Picture Academy Award went to A Beautiful Mind, which
did not produce enough money domestically to place it in the list of
the top 100 highest grossing films. In winter 2002-03, Lord of the
Rings: The Two Towers made $339.7 million, making it the seventh
highest grossing movie of all time. While Chicago made $912 mil-
lion worldwide and won the Best Picture Oscar that year, it barely
made half as much domestically. The Return of the King is predicted

|Kyle McMahon|

Fans eagerly await final installment in film trilogy: The Return of the King

�

to surpass the $1 billion mark, according to Yahoo! Movies.
 Numbers like these tell other studios that Jackson and New Line

got something right. Senior Brian Blackburn, a film analysis stu-
dent, said the modern day connections and fantasy setting draw
movie-goers to theaters.

“It’s a good-evil thing [during] a time in society when we’re at
war,” he said.

Blackburn added that outside the films’ plot,
the trilogy aspect helps sell tickets.

“A trilogy tells people it’s going to be some-
thing big,” he said. “Trilogies are more popu-

lar because of these [LOTR] movies.”
Senior Jimmy Lentz, another film analy-

sis student, said the films’ general appeal
broadens its diverse audience.

“[Rings] is a whole other world,” he said.
“It has the classic hero-versus-enemy
[conflict]. People can relate to the story.”

To celebrate the final release of the tril-
ogy, New Line Cinema is re-releasing

the first two films in extended edi-
tion. These editions of Fellow-

ship and Towers will play in
theaters from Dec. 5-15. On
Dec. 17, extended versions
of the first two films will be
shown back to back, cli-
maxing with the premiere
of King.

Math teacher Jeff
Rinehardt, a Lord of the Rings
fan since shortly after college,
said he and math teacher Brian
Chandler have tickets to attend
the one-time event.

“We’re going to leave two
or three hours early to make

sure we get good seats,” he said.
“It’s going to be 11 or 12 hours of watch-

ing movies, but it’s going to be a fun day. It’s going
to be awesome.”

Rinehardt said the story is not only entertaining but has moral
values as well.

“It’s an exciting story,” he said. “But at the same time it has deeper
philosophical themes. The best part [of the story] is that Frodo is a
reluctant protagonist.”

There’s no doubt the Rings trilogy has made an impact on Ameri-
can and even worldwide culture, just like the Star Wars phenom-
enon of the ‘70s. And though the Academy may deny Rings its Oscar
for the third time in a row, the box office has a much louder voice in
deciding which flicks are the best.

graphic|Dana Harper|
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The abduction that occurred after the
football game Oct. 17 caused many UA
residents to re-evaluate their safety. It would
be easy for a community so involved in the
lives of its students to overload the school
administration after the incident—not in
principal Kip Greenhill’s tenure, however.
Despite the potentially negative feedback
from the community, Greenhill was able to
face the problem calmly and appropriately. He
should be applauded for his remarkable
demeanor and attitude regarding this
potentially volatile issue.

Upon the first opportunity, Monday Oct.
20, he addressed the issue of safety to an
uninformed student body during first period
classes, before rumors even began circulating
regarding the shocking incident. After
explaining the event and extending figurative
sympathies and condolences to the victim, he
called students to action, warning them to
consistently remain vigilant. At the same
time, Greenhill urged students not to panic
unnecessarily, but to merely use caution in
simple everyday events and actions.

Later the same week, parents of all UAHS
students received a letter discussing the
incident in their mailboxes. The letter
strived to quell any misconceptions or
excessive apprehension brewing over the
community’s safety. Greenhill directly
addressed concerned parents before they had
the chance to over-react. Though UA is,
indeed, a safe community to live in, caution
is still a necessity, he reiterated.

Finally, Greenhill stated that any deep
rumors or concerns manifested over the

abduction should be clarified by either himself
or city officials. He candidly dealt with the
unfortunate circumstances surrounding the
attack, a potential publicity nightmare for the
school and community.

As a result, students and residents alike
have realized that UA, while being
extremely safe, is not secluded from
crime altogether. They have addi-
tionally understood that crime
occurs, but to a lesser degree than
major cities, thereby allowing
residents a sense of cautious security.
This issue’s focus quotes UA
Community Relations Officer Dan
Stanko saying, “UA is a safe commu-
nity … but we have our crimes.”

Later in the week, a rumor spread
throughout the school concerning
another abduction of a student. That
very day, Greenhill again went on the
speaker system to dispel this rumor,
explaining that the information was
entirely false. He once again pre-
vented the school and community
from descending into unnecessary
panic and fear.

Greenhill has helped to insure that
neither students nor community
members will be consumed with fear.
UA could have devolved into a
bedlam of anxiety over the abduction,
but Greenhill’s reaction after the
incident calmed their concerns. His
open, candid attitude played a
fatherly role to the UAHS family, so
everyone can rest easier due to his

�

editorial cartoon|Yeye Zhang|

efforts. Additionally, he has made himself
available to all concerned students, parents
and staff members, thereby creating a forum
for worried individuals. His efforts to make
this high school as safe and protected as
possible deserve praise and recognition.

The upcoming release of The Lord of the Rings:
The Return of the King inspires more enthusiasm
from the student body than we get from Greenhill
on Kickin’ it Live.

It’s almost winter break. Period.

District administration proposed $405,000 in
budget cuts for the high school to the school
board at the Nov. 24 school board meeting.

The molasses-going-uphill pace of the Lane
Avenue remodeling redeems itself by
opening for the holidays.

Kickin’ It Live brightens Fridays with its
weekly themes, bringing order to the madness.

Schlotsky patrons are no longer able to
frequent their favorite funny-named eatery
on Henderson Road.b
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d Arlingtonian evaluates UA—the good, the bad and the ... ‘meh.’

Bear paws reveal recent the ups and downs of UA life.
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|Staff Editorial|

Gallant Greenhill to the Rescue
Principal deserves praise for responsible, preventive actions after recent attack
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Snowball soldiers prepare for battle

T
Tardy policy punishes for wrong reasons

While many people look
forward to the Christmas
season due to the festive
spirit, I love the snow.
Winter only lasts a few
months of the year, so I try
to take full advan-
tage of it. I, as
well as an army of
my friends, enjoy
participating in a
sport that
requires preci-

sion, accuracy and power: snowball hurling.
Although some winters bring more snow than

others, we try to make the best of the holiday season.
The snowball community of UA was very fortunate last
winter with a ridiculously brilliant amount of snowfall. I
remember coming home from my President’s Day
weekend in Boston to a snow-covered UA, to happily
find an oversized mound of snow where my car usually
is. You can’t imagine how much I enjoyed wiping my car
of the snow.

Our snowball season usually begins by dodging
school security guards while hurling snowballs at cars
and fellow students in the parking lot. And believe
me, my accuracy is incontrovertible. Whether
our target is across the lot or in motion, we
don’t miss. Seriously though, with football-
throwing skills backing us up, I must say that
our snowball battle is one where we always

Tardiness has been a problem for me since my
first day of high school. Teachers tend to think
I waltz in a couple minutes late for class
because I am being “Little Miss Social,” when
in fact I usually completely disregard friends as
I rush to my classrooms.

The problem? Classrooms are more than
just five minutes away.

It’s difficult enough
to make it to
class on time
without
groups of

people
planting

themselves
in the
middle

of the hall,
but on days

when I’m
running, say, 30

seconds late it’s

This problem could be
solved easily. Break should
be just one minute longer
and it would make all the
difference in the world.
Changing each period to 47
minutes would not harm
anything or take anything
away from our academic
experience—students are
packed and ready to go
three minutes prior to the
bell anyway.

And while we’re on the
topic of tardiness, it doesn't
make sense to me why I can
walk in two minutes late,

while another classmate can walk in 20
minutes late, but we still receive the same
punishment—a tardy. This implies that I
should waste 18 more minutes and use my
tardy for all it’s worth. After all, I’ll most likely
be receiving lunch detention either way.

come out as the victor.
After countless confrontations with campus security and

faculty members, we have exhausted our ability to use UAHS as a
battleground. We are now forced to travel to local parks and
well-traveled streets. A base is usually set up at a nearby friend’s
house in case we need to flee to safety.

We begin our afternoon by gathering ammunition for the
upcoming ambush. Each person specially customizes his own

snowballs to fit perfectly in a cupped hand. Our
next step varies each day; sometimes we like to be
concealed by hiding in a nearby bush or tree, while
other days we like to be less subtle, standing on
the side of the road and blatantly pointing at our
designated targets before firing.

Snowball hurling is much more than just a
sport. It has become a time-honored tradition

that our forefathers founded along with the
Declaration of Independence. It is illegal in
all 50 states and in most countries, but
that’s half the fun.

Enjoy this holiday
season, and if you

hear a loud thud
against your car
window or are
pelted one morning
on your short trek
into school from
the parking lot—
well, it’s nothing
personal.
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almost impossible to make it
on time. I am now begin-
ning to wonder: are lunch
detentions supposed to
punish me for using the
bathroom between periods
instead of during class?
Between the four to five
bottles of water and a couple
Mountain Dews I drink each
school day, I am forced to
give up the short time I have
to socialize in order to go to
the restroom. I was always
under the impression that
teachers would be pleased if
I walked in 30 seconds late
as opposed to leaving for five minutes during a
lecture, but no, I was wrong. Instead, teachers
seem to prefer I just never go, because I
receive lunch detentions for walking in as the
bell rings, and when I ask to go, they ask me
why I didn’t go between classes.
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Arl ingtonian is  a student-produced

newsmagazine published approximately

every four  weeks by Journal i sm I I I -A

students at Upper Arlington High School.

The publication has been established as

a public forum for student expression and for

the discussion of issues of concern to its

audience. It  wil l  not be rev iewed or

restrained by school officials prior to

publication or distribution.

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student

expression, the editorial board, which

consists of the staff’s top editors, will

determine  the  content  o f  the

newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials;

therefore, material may not necessarily

reflect the opinions or policies of Upper
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from the

While students enjoyed the last warm weekend in late
November before the cold winter months, we attended
the national Journalism Education conference in Wash-
ington, D.C. Our adviser, five Arlingtonian and seven
Norwester staffers flew to the nation’s capital to learn more
about journalism. We attended numerous sessions (after
a few early Starbucks trips) and gained valuable insight.

The over-riding theme of sessions was the inherent
value of each staff member, from the ads representative
who raises production funds, to the writer who actually
creates the story and the section editor who completes
the product. Producing a publication is entirely a team
effort, which requires both hard work and playful games.
However, instead of a cheerleader wearing a short skirt and
sneakers, ours wears sweats and a smile. And though our
games are usually cheesy get-to-know-you games, we
strive to create a positive environment, in which every
staff member is vital. We hope to make this year’s publi-
cations outstanding, but more than that, we want our
staff to be outstanding. We want each individual to con-
tribute meaningfully, consistently and happily, and trust
us, the amazing product will follow.

So far this year, it truly has. While at the conven-
tion, we submitted our Nov. 7 issue, Cheaters Beware,
for competition. The staff’s untiring efforts of research-
ing, interviewing and editing were rewarded. The issue
was ranked fourth in the nation, the highest honor
Arlingtonian has received in the last seven years. All five
staff members who attended the convention also re-

|Tasha Manoranjan & Jess Williams|

Arlington school officials.

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor,

guest columns and news releases from faculty,

administrators, community residents, students

and the general public.

The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the

right to withhold a letter or column and return

it for more information if it determines the piece

contains items of unprotected speech as defined

by this policy.

As a public forum, all letters and columns

meeting the above criteria will be posted in full

on the Arlingtonian web site. They can be

viewed at www.arlingtonian.com for a minimum

of four weeks.

Arlingtonian and its staff will strive to publish

only legally protected speech following the legal

definitions for libel, obscenity and invasion

of privacy. The staff will also refrain from

printing stories that create a material

disruption of school activities.

Because the Arl ingtonian staff  wil l

determine content of the publication, it will

therefore also take complete legal and

financial responsibility for what is printed.

Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a

story solely on the basis of possible dissent

or controversy.

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays

all printing and production costs through

advertising sales, subscription sales and

other fundraisers.

The editor or co-editors shall interpret

and enforce this editorial policy.

arlingtonian

editors
Voyage to journalism

convention enriches staffers,

publication, readers

ceived an award in our write-off competitions, which
are entirely based on individual skill.

Back at school, we announced our achievements to
the staff, and after receiving the appropriate accolade,
we got back to work. A few minutes after the announce-
ment, our section editors were again editing, our artists
were again drawing and writers were again writing. The
award is impressive and we are indeed grateful, but that
is certainly not our main objective. Our goal is sadly less
tangible but much more worthwhile. After the conven-
tion we are brimming with ideas to help implement it:
to foster a sense of responsibility and achievement in
every staffer, to deeply cover topics of interest and sig-
nificance, to truly affect change and improvement.

However, in this last part, we need the readers’ help.
We need feedback from all you literate people, so please
write letters to the editor telling us what you’re think-
ing, what angers you and makes you happy, what you
like in our publication and what needs changing. Any-
thing and everything. Our publication can only improve
with constant communication, within the staff, the
school and the community. So please send comments,
compliments or questions to arlingtonians@yahoo.com.
We look forward to hearing from you!

voice
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