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ON THE RISE:
High gas prices 

fuel discussion over
student driving habits
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Civil rights, tolerance, equality and homosexuality: these are just a 
few of the topics to be covered by one of the school’s newest clubs, the 
Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA).

Senior Luke Parmelee founded the school’s club, which held its fi rst meet-
ing Oct. 7.

In the year 2000, over 700 subdivisions of the GSA had been 
formed in high schools and universities nationwide. According 
to the online scholastic source World Education, the number of 
alliances has been rapidly increasing ever since. 

 Parmelee said the goals of the school’s GSA are similar to 
those of the national organization: to provide a safe environment 
for homosexual, bisexual and transgender students, to inform 
other students about issues pertaining to the gay community 
and to stand up against discrimination.

“[It’s] a place where gay and straight students can get to-
gether in a safe environment and discuss homosexuality and 
[related issues],” he said. “It’s sort of an activist group, support 
group and social group all at one time.”

Along with discussion, Parmelee said he hopes to see the GSA become ac-
tive outside of the school and take part in demonstrations or other causes im-
portant to students. Parmelee also said he wants to work with the other GSAs 
in the Columbus area.

“[Collaborating with other GSAs] was actually discussed at the fi rst meet-
ing,” Parmelee said. “I know people who are involved with GSAs in Colum-
bus, so maybe we can get together and address issues that concern Columbus, 
not just Upper Arlington.”

The GSA supporters include both teachers and students who have ex-
pressed an interest in the club, Parmelee said. Social studies teacher Scott Yant 
said he is not formally associated with the group, but he attended the fi rst 

by Chrissy Hummel
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BEHIND THE DESK: Recently retired attendance secretary Abbie Hart 
was a normal sight in the attendance offi ce and at student athletic 
events. She fi rst started working at UAHS in 1974.

Gay-Straight Alliance 
arrives at UAHS 

Hart retires after 30 years 
of service to high school
by Chloe Tiberi

Abbie Hart, the high 
school attendance secre-
tary for 30 years, retired 

Sept. 22, 2004 due to the stress 
of her job.

“This job requires two full-
time people, and this year I had 
to do it all by myself,” Hart said.

At the time of Hart’s retire-
ment, the school had not yet ar-

ranged for her replacement.
In her new free time, Hart 

said she plans to spend more 
time with family and also keep in 
touch with staff members.

“I have grandchildren, so I’m 
going to be spending more time 
with them, and for the fi rst time 
in my life I am going to learn how 
to use e-mail,” she said. “After all 

meeting to show his approval.
“I hope it can be a tool for education and discussion,” Yant said. “[There has 

been] lots of progress with students and how they look at areas of potential prej-
udice, but this is an area where people are still willing to have open prejudices 
against the GLBT [Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender] community.”

Although the GSA has received a lot of support, the club has also experi-
enced some resistance. Both Parmelee and Yant said they have noticed that a 
number of the club’s signs located in the hallways have been taken down. Some 
opposition was expected, Parmelee said, but he hopes that the group can edu-
cate the student body enough to eliminate animosity.

Senior Melissa Sylvester does not necessarily oppose the club as a tool for 
discussion, but she said she feels that the purpose should be solely for personal 

expression and not to encourage the homosexual 
lifestyle.

“I don’t mind people having their own opinion,” she 
said. “I just don’t think the school should be sponsoring it 
if it promotes homosexual activities.”

The GSA aspires to have a higher attendance 
among heterosexual students at the school. Though 
there was a good turnout of homosexual students, 
the importance of heterosexual members is often 
overlooked, Parmelee said.

“[Straight students can be] a support, an ally. You 
don’t have to be gay to go to a meeting,” he said.

Yant also said the group will be much more 
successful if it gains the support of heterosexual students.

“Not just GLBT [students] need to get involved; heterosexual students do 
too. It’s important to get a good mixture of people” he said.

Club adviser Katie Buvinger said while support is always appreciated, it 
is important for students to know that the sexuality of the members is not a 
central issue.

“[The policy] is to leave labels at the door,” she said.
Parmelee said he and the other members of the GSA have high hopes for 

the group’s success and what it can do for the school community.
“The GSA is open to all students, and we would love to see the support of our 

peers,” he said. “I’m excited to see what kind of influence we have on the school.”
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This symbol, showing the gay pride 
fl ag over the equality sign, has been 
adopted by some GSA organizations. 
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National Merit Semi-Finalists named

SEMI-FINALISTS: Seniors (Top) Ben Loe, Neethi Johnson, Celia Caust-El-
lenbogen, John Sun, Wei Li, Elliot Kim, Eric Sayre, Vinayak Ishwar, (Bottom) 
Dennis Kim, Christie Nunamaker, Joline Fan, Smitha Nagaraja, Jocelyn 
Mahylis, Helle Slutz, Megan Eisenman and Monica Tang smile for the cam-
era. The students were named National Merit Scholar Semi-Finalists. Not 
pictured are Colin Chapman, Christopher Dosmann and Sofi a Leibman. 

The Upper Arlington Public Library system has been ranked fi rst in 
the nation in Hennen’s American Public Library Ratings (HAPLR) 
index in UA’s population category.

The libraries did not campaign for the honor, UAPL head of public 
relations Christine Minx said, though the library staff is thrilled with 
the ranking. 

“Everyone is so excited,” she said. “We’re all going around saying 
‘We’re number one.’ It’s a neat, special thing. We’ve been number 10 in 
the past, but being number one gives you an extra boost in your step.”

The UAPL competed in the 25,000 to 49,999 population category, 
which included 920 other libraries across the nation. 

According to the HAPLR web site, the HAPLR Index ratings include 
15 factors. The focus is on circulation, staffi ng, materials, reference service 
and funding levels. Index author Thomas J. Hennen Jr. uses data compiled 
by the Federal-State Cooperative System for public library data to devel-
op his own rankings system. UAPL received a score of 898 out of 1000.  

Minx said the library system is fortunate because the UA community 
approved a levy in May 2002 which increased library funding. With the ad-
ditional money, the libraries were able to improve facilities, expand hours 
and direct more money to buy new materials, she said.

“We are really grateful for the voters here to allow us to do what 
we do,” she said.

Senior Kathleen Nemer said she often visits the UA libraries, es-
pecially during the summer. She participates in the summer reading 
program and rents movies. She said few UA students take advantage 
of the libraries.

“I think they should [visit] the libraries,” she said. “There are so 
many resources.”

UA library ranks #1
by Kaitlyn Williams

Great Scots!
by Renee Ogaki

Many students came to UA the week of Oct. 8 through 
the Scotland Exchange program, which aims to edu-
cate and entertain the students involved.

The Scotland Exchange is conducted parallel to Peer Col-
laboration. According to Peer Collaboration facilitator Sharon 
Friedman, applications from 13 UA students were chosen to 
be paired with one of 13 Scottish students.

The students from Scotland came for 10 days in October, 
and the UA students will go to St. Andrews, Scotland for 10 
days in February to experience Scottish life, senior Emily Mi-
kac said. 

The UA students involved had many reasons to participate. 
Mikac said her friends who participated in the exchange last 
year talked about how fun it was and encouraged her to try it. 
She also thought it would be an enriching experience.

Other students applied for the exchange to see other 
countries. Junior Ellie Binau said she has never been outside 
of the United States and wants to see the cultural differences 
in Europe.

The Scottish students were also interested in learning 
about the cultural differences between the two countries, se-
nior Katie Williams said. 

“We plan activities to teach them about our culture, like 
going to Cedar Point, carving pumpkins, going trick-or-treat-
ing, [going to] Fall Follies, going to the movies and shopping, 
just doing the same things we usually do here,” Williams said.

Despite the time commitment, Binau said these activi-
ties helped create strong bonds between the Scottish and 
UA students. 

“It’s hard to get used to someone always being with you, 
but once you do, you get really close,” Binau said.

When such bonds are created, it’s hard to say goodbye, 
Mikac said. Her least favorite part of the exchange program 
was when the students left. 
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these years at the high school I 
have never learned how to use 
it. I hope to use it to keep in 
touch with the staff. They are 
like family to me.”

She said she will miss all 
the aspects of the high school 
including the students, her fel-
low staff members and athlet-
ics and activities.

“I will miss the relation-
ship with the students. I 
have always been impressed 
by how polite and apprecia-
tive they are for allowing 
me to watch them grow up 
throughout their time here at 

the high school,” Hart said. 
“I love this place.”

Hart said she will cherish 
her time at UAHS and leave 
with many fond and humorous 
memories to refl ect upon.

“One time, I received a 
note from a student’s mother 
saying that he forgot his note 
and left it in his jeans, spelled 
G-E-N-E-S,” Hart said.

Secretary Judy Meyer, 
who worked in the atten-
dance office with Hart, is sad 
at Hart’s departure.

“I will miss her upbeat, car-
ing disposition,” Meyer said.
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Everyone has been embarrassed at some point in their lives, and at no 
time is this more prevalent than during high school. Whether it’s trip-
ping down the stairs or ripping your pants in half, no one escapes high 

school without being the object of endless ridicule. Here is a sampling of some 
humiliating moments UA students and teachers have experienced. 

“I went to Ping Pong Club and played ping pong against Joline 
and I were playing. I accidentally stepped on the ball, so Joline 
went off to get another. Eric and I were bored and had nothing to 
do so we decided to start playing shadow ping pong, which is ping 
ping without a ball. He hit a really fast long ball so I went far back 
to return it really fast, and then he decides to do some trickery and 
hit the ball really softly in the middle. So I go running towards 
the table to get back to this imaginary ping pong ball, and run 
into the table. The entire ping pong table collapsed under me. I 
was just laying there on top of a ping pong table torn in half, and 
everyone was looking at me.”—Senior Wei Li

 “About two 
summers ago, my 
family and I vaca-
tioned in Florida, 
and my brother 
and I went down 
to the pool. I was 
in the water, and 
my brother undid 
my bikini strings. 
My whole top fell 
off, in front of five 
guys on the other 
side of the pool. I 
tied it back on and smiled, but inside I was screaming. [The 
boys] pointed at me and they did one of those ‘ooooooh’s’.” 
 —Sophomore Lexi Brooks 

“I always was the first to run out on the [basket-
ball] court because I was the captain of the team.  
When my teammates played the joke on me, it was 
so funny. The music started playing and I ran out.  
The crowd started cheering and then started laugh-
ing.  I was almost half way around the court when 
I realized why they were laughing.  I looked back 
and felt so embarrassed [because no one was fol-
lowing me].  I just started laughing and turned red.  
They finally followed me out and we all got a good 
laugh.” —Building substitute Stori Rex

“When I was at the grocery store with my best 
friend Sara, her favorite song started playing. We 
were pretty hyper, and Sara started dancing and 
jumping up and down to the song. She made me 
dance with her. She stopped dancing, but I kept go-
ing. These people that we knew were walking behind 
us, and they laughed at me. To make things even 
better, Sara told our friend who works at the grocery 
store about me dancing, and had them get out the 
videotape of me dancing so that they could look at 
me.” —Junior Mary Birchard

& Answer

Qu
es

tio
n

&
with

Junior

Joe 
Rogers

Students, teacher share awkward experiences

the
Feature

 spread

by Renee Ogaki

Red-faced Moments
So, what Arlingtonian staffer 

would you most like to date?
Chrissy Hummel—we’ve become 

really good friends this year.

If you could be anyone, who 
would you be?

A band member of Oasis. They’re my 
absolute favorite. 

What is the funniest thing that 
has ever happened to you?

I pooed my pants at Japanese 
Steakhouse about six years ago.

Who is your celebrity crush?
That’s tough. Probably Madonna. I 

like late ‘90’s [Madonna], during 
Ray of Light.
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GET YOUR GROOVE ON: Seniors Matt Gould and Adam Liddle serenade 
students and faculty in the halls before the homecoming football game Oct. 2. 
The Bears lost to Gahanna Lincoln 20-14.
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18
F or many, the 18th birthday is a 

milestone that is anticipated for 
a long time. Eighteen marks the 

first time an individual can vote, open 
a bank account in his or her name, get a 
piercing or tattoo without parental per-
mission and stay out all night without 
fear of a curfew violation. Turning 18 
symbolizes a new and seemingly lim-
itless canvass on which to explore the 
boundaries of adulthood.

Throughout history the day has been 
honored as a passage to the adult world. 
Yet, for some, the day passes without 
much fanfare. Senior Adam Miller said 
his 18th birthday was just like any other: 
a simple celebration with a few family 
and friends.

“It’s kind of like being every other 
year older,” Miller said. “It’s not as big 

as you think.”
Although turn-

ing 18 did not affect 
Miller physically, he 
said it did make him 
grow as a person.

“I’m an adult 
now,” Miller said. 
“No more setting fi re 
to garbage cans.”

Voting is at the 
forefront of many 
young minds as the 
2004 presidential 
election approach-
es. Senior Jenna 
Hitchcock said her 
friends are jealous 
of her ability to vote, 
and she plans on exercising her newfound 
right this November. 

A more permanent way of remembering 
an 18th birthday is by getting a piercing or 
tattoo. Hitchcock said she planned on get-
ting her belly button pierced, but two factors 
stopped her from completing the task. 

“Number one, I don’t really have the 
money at the moment, and number two, it 
would hurt a lot,” Hitchcock said. “Right 
now I’m just comfortable with having my 
ears pierced.”

According to David Boggins, a piercer 
at the piercing parlor Piercology, 50-60 
percent of their clientele is in the 18-to-21 
age group. He said the most common plac-
es to pierce are the ears, navel and nostrils, 
and that the popularity of piercing owes 
itself to its practitioners who display their 
piercings to their peers. 

Similarly Bryan Mozjesik, a Gods and 
Monsters tattoo artist, said young adults 
want tattoos because their peers have them 
or they see them on television. 

“[Tattoos] are more socially acceptable than 
10, 15, even fi ve years ago,” Mozjesik said.

Hitchcock said she is excited about being 
18, which she calls a stepping stone into a 
whole new world.

“[Turning 18] is kind of a new chapter 
in your life,” Hitchcock said. “You realize 
you are your own person. There is so much 
more opportunity.”

Most students are excited about the 
possibilities being 18 years old will 
bring them. The new frontier offers op-
portunities to explore new privileges, 
such as going to clubs, “rocking the 
vote” and getting a tattoo, and ulti-
mately heralds teenagers’ transition 
from childhood to adulthood.

THE

YEAR MILESTONE
Entering adulthood, seniors revel in variety of 
new experiences, both political and ‘artistic’
by Stephanie Hummel

PATRIOTIC BODY ART: No longer requiring parental permission, some 
18-year-old students choose to get tattoos to celebrate their “coming of 
age.” Others celebrate their newfound right to vote.
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PAN ASIAN CHINESE 
RESTAURANT

BY GRUMPY GOURMET
(NO M.S.G. ADDED)

SUNDAY BUFFET $10.50
From 11 a.m. — 8 p.m.

(35 Authentic Chinese Items)

HOURS:
Mon - Thurs  : 11 am - 10 pm
Fri - Sat    : 11 am - 10:30 pm
Sun         : 11 am - 9:30 pm

10% OFF 
Carry Out Dinner Orders

11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
11 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.
11 a.m. - 9:30 p.m.

1689 W. Lane Ave.
(614) 486-7176

Upper Arlington
2130 Arlington Avenue
Columbus, OH 43221

614.481.4480
614. 487. 2314 fax

Dignity. Discretion. Experience.

www.kjlaws.com

Treats Adults & Adolescents
Complete Confidentiality

No Managed CareTwo Miranova Place, Suite 390
Columbus, Ohio 43215
Tel. (614) 225-0400
Fax (614) 225-0401
www.johnsonhealth.com

Improving Life Through Optimal Treatment

•ADHD •Addictions •Anxiety •Bipolar 
•Depression •Eating Disorders 

•Psychotherapy •Gambling •Psychosis 
•Pain Management •Acupuncture

John A. Johnson, MD, MBA
Board Certified Psychiatrist
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As junior Michelle Marchese ap-
proaches the gas pump, her 
face quickly drops. Marchese 

suddenly realizes that, once again, 
gas prices have increased. Watching 
her fuel bill rise with every gallon, 
she reaches for her already-thin wal-
let. After emptying it to pay for half 
a tank of gas, she gets back into her 
car and drives away, realizing she can 
no longer afford to drive as frequently 
unless the steep prices fall back to a 
more affordable range.

Everyday, over 500 cars pull into 
the lots and streets surrounding 
UAHS. Students and teachers use al-
most immeasurable gallons of gasoline 
commuting to and from the school. 
With gas prices averaging $1.85 in 
September, according to the Energy 
Information Administration, students 
must consider the advantages and dis-
advantages of driving.

Paying at the

by Sara Mitchell and 
Kristine Perry

Gas guzzles 
pocket money 
away from high 
school students

PHOTO BY ALLIE KATTOUA

Pump
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 Junior Megan Huneck said she is feeling the squeeze of high pric-
es. Yet, Huneck said she does not understand why she is spending 
more than before.

The reason lies in global economics. Middle Eastern terrorism and 
underproduction have pushed the price of crude oil to above $55 per 
barrel, according to the International Monetary Fund. In February 
1999, it was $11 per barrel, and in 2000, it was $23 per barrel. The 
future provides some hope; predictions by the Washington, D.C.-
based investment banking fi rm Friedman, Billings, Ramsey & Co. 
say the average price of oil should drop to $39 per barrel in 2005, 
although this number is still very high compared to previous years.

As a result, gas prices quickly refl ected the increase in oil. Senior 
Vinayak Ishwar said he is concerned with the large scale of the issue.

“Obviously there are going to be jumps and falls in prices, but $2 
[per gallon in late October] is excessive,” Ishwar said.

The high prices can be attributed to the monopolization of the oil 
industry, and Ishwar said he believes reformations are needed before 
prices and can lower considerably. 

“I don’t see a real quick 
end in sight because OPEC 
has a cartel going right now,” 
Ishwar said. “We just need 
to fi nd better sources of fuel, 
better more effi cient reusable 
sources of energy.”

Even though gas prices 
are high, not all students are 
concerned. In a voluntary Ar-
lingtonian homeroom survey 
conducted Oct. 14, only 45 
percent of UAHS students 
said they are “very worried” 
about the price increase. 
While 41 percent said they 
are “somewhat concerned”, 
fi ve percent of students said they are “not at all concerned” by the 
gas price increase.

This lack of concern may be attributed to the fact that many stu-
dents do not pay for their own gas. According to the survey, 49 per-

cent of students said their parents pay, compared to the 37 percent of 
students who said they pay for their own gas. 

Yet some students may not be too worried about gas prices for a 
different reason. Students who drive 
compact cars to school may not be 
feeling the full effect of the increase 
in price; the accumulated cost of fuel-
ing a compact car signifi cantly lower 
than the accumulated cost of fueling 
a large Sports Utility Vehicle (SUV).

While a majority of students drive 
compact cars, 27 percent of students 
drive SUVs to school everyday.

SUVs, although believed to be 
safer than cars, are known as the 
most expensive vehicle to fuel due to 
their low fuel effi ciency. Senior Celeste Redman said she is starting to 
feel the price crunch driving her Chevy Blazer.

“[It costs] about $40 to fi ll up the tank 
if [it] is empty,” Redman said. Redman said 
she usually refi lls her gas about every two to 
three weeks, costing her around $80 to 100 
a month on gas.

In contrast to a standard SUV, which has 
an average tank volume of 26.6 gallons, the 
average compact car holds approximately 
15 gallons a tank. According to the Ameri-
can Council for an Energy Effi cient Econo-
my’s (ASEEE) Green Book, a Honda Civic’s 
tank will last for around 32 miles in the city 
and around 38 miles on the highway.

Marchese said she is satisfi ed with the gas 
mileage her 1999 Honda Civic provides.

“I like my Honda Civic because it con-
serves gas, and it’s small so I am able to fi t it 

into narrow spaces and get a good parking spot,” Marchese said.
Honda Civics fi nish with a rating of 40 out of 100 for environ-

mental cleanliness from the ACEEE. At the same time, however, the 
Honda Civic Hybrid compact car lasts for about 47 miles in the city 

Vehicle Comparison
   SUV  Compact
Miles/gallon  17  32

Cost to fi ll up $49.21  $27.75
@ $1.85/gal

Cost/month  $98.42  $55.50
@ 2 fi ll-ups/month

Cost/year  $1,181.04 $666.00

Savings/year    $515.04
SOURCE ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION

I don’t see a real quick end in 
sight because OPEC has a car-
tel going right now. We just 
need to fi nd better sources of 
fuel, better more effi cient re-
usable sources of energy.

Senior Vinayak Ishwar
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and around 48 miles on the highway, a difference of 
over 10 miles per gallon between the two Hondas.

According to the Californian Energy Comission, 
gas prices depend on two 
factors: supply and de-
mand. High demand and 
trouble producing a sup-
ply to match is what has 
driven crude oil prices so 
high. Environmental sci-
ence teacher Jane Hunt 
said this economic view 
of the issue is correct.

“A lot of it has to 
do with demand; we 
are not the only people 

who need gas. There are a lot of people in China 
now who drive a lot of cars, so their demand has 
increased,”Hunt said.

To help reduce gas consumption, one can turn to 
the EPA’s guide for fuel-effi cient cars. The Honda 
Insight is rated highly for its fuel-effi cient gas tank 
both in the city and on the highway. The Insight 
gets 60 miles per gallon in the city and 66 miles per 
gallon on the highway. Following the trend for fuel 
effi ciency, the Toyota Rav4, a small SUV, averages 
24 miles in the city and 30 miles on the highway. 

An average SUV can get about 17 miles per gallon 
while the average compact car can get nearly double 
the miles per gallon. The contrast in fuel economy of 
the two automobiles is signifi cant for many students  
due to the sudden increase in gas prices.

 Though students are concerned with the rise in 
gas prices, many are unsure of where the money 
is actually going. The U.S. Department of Energy 
recorded that 43 percent of the gas money goes 

to the cost of crude oil while 31 percent of the money goes to taxes. 
Thirteen more percent goes to refi nery costs. The remaining percent-
age goes to the distribution costs and profi ts. 

Where the money ends up may be a mystery to students; however, 
a more pertinent issue revolves around the negative effects on the 
environment. Chemistry Honors teacher Phil Lampe seeks out more 

Ending Fuel-ishness
Drive More Effi ciently

✓ Aggressive driving (speeding and rapid acceleration and breaking) can 
lower your gas mileage by as much as 33 percent at highway speeds and 5 
percent around town, costing you 49¢/gallon!

✓ Observe the speed limit —each 5 miles per hour (MPH) you drive over 60 
MPH is like paying an additional 10¢/gallon.

✓ Avoid idling —idling gets 0 miles per gallon.

Plan and Combine Trips
✓ A warmed-up engine is more fuel effi cient than a cold one.Many short 

trips taken from a cold start can use twice as much fuel as one multi-
purpose trip covering the same distance when the engine is warmed up 
and effi cient. Trip planning not only saves fuel, but also reduces wear 
and tear on your car.

Keep Your Car in Shape
✓ Fixing a car that is noticeably out of tune can improve gas mileage by 

about 4 percent—repairing a faulty oxygen sensor can improve fuel 
economy by as much as 40 percent.

✓ Replacing a clogged air fi lter can improve gas mileage by as much as 10 
percent and protect your engine.

✓ Keeping your tires infl ated to the recommended pressure and using the 
recommended grade of motor oil can save as much as 3-5¢/gallon. 

SOURCE: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY FUEL ECONOMY GUIDE 2004

Vehicle Comparison
   SUV  Compact
Miles/gallon  17  32

Cost to fi ll up $49.21  $27.75
@ $1.85/gal

Cost/month  $98.42  $55.50
@ 2 fi ll-ups/month

Cost/year  $1,181.04 $666.00

Savings/year    $515.04
SOURCE ENERGY INFORMATION ADMINISTRATION

COLLAGE BY BAILEY CAPELLE
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Getting to school on time is hectic enough, so picking 
and choosing between different modes of transporta-
tion is not a high priority for many students. There are, 

however, a number of alternatives other than driving to school.
Many students who drive Sports Utility Vehicles or large 

cars do not provide fellow classmates with rides to school. The 
lack of carpooling and use of different 
modes of transportation causes a 
cram for parking on the streets 
and filled parking lots.

Out of 65 cars that car-
pooled selected on a ran-
dom day, only 10 of them 
had three or more riders in 
them. The rest of the cars 
contained only two people.
  Though carpooling may 
not be a reasonable alternative 
to driving for some students, a 
UAHS busing system may hold 
the answer to the driving dilem-
ma for some students. Surround-
ing schools like Olentangy, and 
Dublin provide their students 
with bus transportation. 
  However, UAHS has not had a bus 
transportation for the students in over 
twenty years. Principal Kip Greenhill said that they are 

many reasons that UAHS does not have a bussing system. 
  The main reason Greenhill sites for there not being buses 
is the fiscal impossibility of the matter. With an upcoming 
levy and the possibility of budget cuts looming in the air, the 
school has no money to provide a way of transportation for 
its students.

  Greenhill said he doubts enough stu-
dents would use the school transporta-
tion to make it worth the money or the 
district’s time. 
  “Well, that’s the whole thing, is it re-

ally worth the money that you’ll 
have to spend for it when only 
a small percent will use it?” 
Greenhill said.
 Perhaps the reason behind the 

lack of a school transporta-
tion lies in the difference in 
student body number, when 

compared to large schools such 
as Dublin, Hilliard and Worthing-
ton school districts. 
  “No, it’s not fewer people, but in 
the county any high schools that 

bus on 15 or 20 percent of high 
school students will actually ride the bus 
who are eligible. Most people don’t want 

to ride buses,” Greenhill said. 

Alternative Transportation
Carpooling, busing could offer students options, though few voice interest

GRAPHIC BY CHRISSY HUMMEL
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  Greenhill is correct in his assumption that most stu-
dents would not want to ride the bus. In a voluntary 
homeroom survey out of 200 upperclassmen, only 22 
percent said they would ride the bus as a freshman; 77 
percent said they would not and one percent said they 
might have rode the bus. 
  Junior Alexa DiNicola, who rides her bike or the COTA 
bus, said she believes there is a poor connotation that fol-
lows public transportation.

“[People view] the COTA as a scary thing, it might 
have something to do with the lower class conscious-
ness,” DiNicola said.
   She said that not many students regularly ride the 
bus. There are only two people, including herself, that 
ride the bus on a regular basis. She also said that it is a 
pleasant experience riding the COTA bus. She said that 
the drivers are always friendly and other riders generally 
keep their distance and are respectful of others.
  DiNicola said she rides the bus because her parents leave 
too early for her. Even if she had her license she would 
still use the public transportation rather than driving.
  “The advantages [of riding the bus] are you do not have 
to drive, it is more environmentally friendly and you get 
exercise. The disadvantages would be [that] taking the bus 
or riding your bike are weather sensitive. The bus is $1.25 
each way and you have to be schedule sensitive. It is a little 
annoying when you have to cut a club short because the 
next bus does not come until 6 o’clock,” DiNicola said. 
   Keeping the environment and convenience in mind, stu-
dents like DiNicola use alternatives to the popular choice 
of driving oneself to school. So whether students opt to 
use car pooling or the public transportation system, there 
are alternatives to driving to school that are left 
unexplored by a majority of the student body. 

effi cient ways to conserve gas.
“The more we use [fossil fuels] the more they pump out carbon diox-

ide, which is a bad thing,” Lampe said.
Lampe stresses the need to discover a reusable energy source to replace 

the depletion of resources.
Hybrid cars are a step towards a solution for the suffering environ-

ment, Hunt said, yet she is concerned with the effects most student’s 
current cars are leaving on the environment.

“A combustion engine puts out a lot of nitrates in the air, and nitrogen 
dioxide adds to the ozones problems,” Hunt said.

The Hybrid is a new breed of car that uses a dual action system of fuel 
effeciency. Hybrid cars consist of a cross between gassoline and electric-
ity, meaning that it uses part gassoline and part electricity to power the 
car. This dual technology results in a lower amount of fuel being used 
than a regular car uses.

Hunt said that any engine that burns gasoline would be unclean and 
even hybrid technology does not offer a fuel-proof solution. 

Environmental science teacher Beth Baileysaid she advises students to 
discover ways to conserve gasoline.

“Even if the gas prices were not as high, I would still suggest that 
more students walk to school instead of drive,” Bailey said.

Adamant about implementing new means of transportation, Bailey 
said she desired change on a global level. She said new reusable fuel sourc-
es need to be developed. 

“I think we’re moving in the right direction, but I do not think hydro-
gen fuel cells are the answer either,” Hunt said.

Advances in technology will not, however, answer the immediate ef-
fects of high gas prices. Marchese must still watch her wallet empty as the 
price continues to rack up at the pump.   

GRAPHIC BY CHRISSY HUMMEL
SOURCE VOLUNTARY OCT. 14 ARLINGTONIAN HOMEROOM SURVEY

Filling Up:
42% of students fi ll up their 

fuel tank once a week
39% every two weeks
11% every three weeks

Prices:
30% pay $16-20 for a full 

tank of gas
23% pay $21-25
18% pay $25-30
19% pay $35
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SPOT
Student-athletes step up their 
game as fall sports wind down

thespectators
SPOT

spectators
SPOT

hespectatorshe ’

designed by Alex Dappen and Allie Kattoua
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with

Lane 
Bobby

Senior Golf Captain-

So Bobby, what is par for 18 
holes of golf?

Uhhhhh... Usually 72, but it can range 
from 70 to 72.

What is your best score this 
year?

I shot a 73 at Moundbuilders.
How’s the team looking this 

year?
All right, one of our best players from 

last year isn’t playing, but we got a 
new kid, [senior] Adam Bliwas, who 
is really good.

How is a tournament played?
Usually the top fi ve [teams] play com-

petitively and the best four scores 
are added up for a total.

What type of ball do you use, 
and how far do you usually 
drive?

I use a Callaway HX Tour, most of the 
other kids use Titleist. On a good 
day I can drive about 300 yards 
when the wind is right.

The Jock Stop
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Top Left: Senior Kelly Meeder denies a Mount 
Notre Dame opponent during the Oct. 8 game 
under the lights. The fi nal score, a win of 3-1, 
demonstrated the fi eld hockey team’s dexterity.

Bottom Left: Sophomore Tanner Murphy 
takes a practice swing at the boys golf state tour-
nament Oct. 22. The team is ranked second and 
has beaten the number one team—Bishop Wat-
terson—three out of the four times they have 
met on the green. 

Center: Junior Anna Paraskos goes for the 
spike as junior Caroline Brocker stands ready to 
help at the Oct. 5 game against Newark. The vol-
leyball Bears put up a winning fi ght with a fi nal 
score of 25-18. 

Top Right: Senior Katie Dotter takes a shot 
against the Groveport Madison goalie at the Oct. 
12 game. The soccer Bears schooled their op-
ponents with a fi nal score of 10-0.

Center Right: Senior Jake Early is mid-grasp 
at the Oct. 18 water polo match against Napo-
leon High School. The Bears came out on top 
with a score of 10-1.

Bottom Right: The boys varsity B boat pre-
pares for the Oct. 30 regatta at Griggs Reser-
voir. The crew team gets daily water time on the 
Scioto from 4 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. so the team can 
do its best at these competitions.
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by Chadd Harbold

Ticket prices these days are steadily in-
creasing, leaving many tight budget-
ed students disillusioned. Most major 

theaters charge around $7, but there remains 
hope for the student movie enthusiast with 
shallow pockets. That hope is a theater called 
Studio 35.

Charging $4 a ticket for movies, Studio 
35 provides an alternative to multiplex prices 
and business-like atmosphere. A major draw-
back though, is that fi rst-run-fi lms (like Sky 
Captain and the World of Tomorrow) do not pre-
miere at this theater immediately. Co-owner 
Matthew Chess said this is due to the venue’s 
low prices and single screen.

“Our ticket price kind of impedes us in 
getting movies sometimes,” he said. “Studio 
35 charges the industry minimum.”

 When distributors release a fi lm, they 
want the theaters to play the fi lm for a 
month. Studio 35 cannot show movies for 
that length of time, Chess said, because they 
only have one screen.

Senior Mark Bowers said the wait occa-
sionally hinders him from seeing a particular 
movie there, but sometimes the wait is worth 
saving money.

With the low price, Bowers said, comes a 
relaxed atmosphere; however, the advantages 
are not without their drawbacks.

A smaller screen with ground-level seating 
could turn away some viewers, Chess said. In 
the past, patrons did register 
complaints about uncom-
fortable seats, according to 
the Studio 35 web site. But 
Chess said he has alleviated 
this with recent, though 
slow-moving renovations.

Bowers said he attri-
butes the theater’s relaxed 
atmosphere as one of its 
distinct qualities, separat-
ing it from mainstream 
theaters. Studio 35 was 
built in the 1930s and re-
tains an old-fashioned feel-
ing despite recent changes. 
These have been imple-
mented delicately, Chess 
said, because patrons do 

not want the mood altered.
The theater’s traditional style 

comes from its bar, jukebox and 
couches in the lounge. Although 
there is a bar, Chess said he consid-
ers the theater a family spot where 
people of all ages are welcome.

But few small children appeared 
Oct. 23, when Studio 35 held its 
annual horror movie marathon, 
lasting almost 24 hours. This event 
sold out weeks in advance, mostly 
due to the high-profi le guest who 
appeared in person.

Tom Savini, the special make-up 
effects artist behind Dawn of the Dead 
and Friday the 13th, was a speaker 
for this year’s event. He discussed 
the horror genre, recent and past 
fi lm projects, introduced a screen-
ing of his fi lm Creepshow and signed 
autographs.

But in between Halloweens, the 
theater attracts viewers in other 
ways, one being “The Late Show” on 
Fridays and Sundays. 

The event starts at 11 p.m., when a 1980s 
or ’90s fi lm is ran; Bowers comes early to see 
a new fi lm at 9 p.m., then stays for the 11 
p.m. movie at no additional charge. 

“You usually get a really good pair of 
movies. Sometimes the combination is a bit 

random though, like Shrek 2 
and [cop drama] LA Confi -
dential,” Bowers said.

Other classic movies, such 
as Edward Scissorhands, Pulp 
Fiction and Pee Wee’s Big Ad-
venture, are common fare for 
“The Late Show.”

 Saturday nights, however, 
are reserved for The Rocky Hor-
ror Picture Show, shown bi-
weekly at midnight. The cult 
fi lm has been playing consis-
tently in theaters across the 
country for almost 30 years. 
Chess said fans of this fi lm have 
a reputation for absurdity.

Chess advises against 
attending a showing with-
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THRILLING: The Studio 35 marquee advertises its 
Oct. 7 release of Sky Captain and the World of Tomor-
row. The theater held its annual horror marathon Oct. 
23.

Studio 35 offers more than tradition
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THE HORROR: Studio 35 plays 
The Rocky Horror Picture Show every 
other Saturday at midnight. Senior 
Mark Bowers is wary of attending.

out fi rst viewing the fi lm. Rocky Horror fans 
have a tendency to embarrass the fi rst-tim-
ers, Chess said. Regulars sometimes make 
newcomers go up to the front of the theater 
half-nude.

The trick, Chess said, is to rent the fi lm 
before watching it at Studio 35 for the fi rst 
time. This way, the regulars will not know 
you are new. The pranks are all in good fun 
of course, but Chess said Rocky Horror fans 
can be a little eccentric.

For a good time without the possibility of 
humiliation, Chess said he recommends the 
OSU football game shows. The theater fea-
tures the game on the big screen every Satur-
day. Chess said it is not like a regular sports 
bar in that the crowd remains relatively calm 
during the games.

That laid-back atmosphere is what Chess 
said the theater strives for. It can serve as 
a contrast to mainstream theaters, such as 
AMC Lennox. If individuals are willing to 
sacrifi ce a big screen and stadium seating for 
a different atmosphere and cheaper prices, 
this is the place.
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L ike many children, I received 
an allowance when I was 
younger. Ranging from 

$3 a week when I was 3 to $10 
a week when I was 12, I always 
considered it a generous gift. My 
opinion might have been different 
had I realized I would have to 
return that money, with 
compounded inter-
est, to pay for the 
national debt 
racked up by the 
politicians of my 
parents’ generation.
   The problem with 

the chronic defi cits America has been running since 1950, 
and the resultant debt, is quite simple: eventually, someone 
will have to pay them off. That sounds obvious, but the 
real problem is in who that someone will be. By 
the time we are forced to balance the budget 
and pay off our debts, those who originally ben-
efi ted from the programs or tax cuts fi nanced by 
such defi cits will be long gone.
   Instead, the costs are going to be borne by a 
new generation, likely those going through UA 
public schools or their children. We will have to 
make the hard choices of what to cut from the 
federal budget to pay for the debt. Yet despite 
being the ones to suffer the costs, we never had 
a chance to vote on defi cit-increasing measures 
such as the tax cuts of the Reagan and Bush years or the constant 
growth in Medicare benefi ts. On a fundamental level, long-term 
national debts are taxation without representation.
   Sadly, our political system has degenerated to such a point where 
politicians feel obliged to match each other’s extravagant promises 
of both cutting taxes and increasing spending. Since future genera-
tions cannot vote right now, they are ignored by campaign strate-
gists, and then by the offi ceholders, themselves. All that matters 
to them are short-term gains, expressed in the eternal question of 
presidential challengers: are you better off now than you were four 
years ago?
  The real question should be, is our future looking better than it did 
four years ago? Unfortunately, that is never asked, and the conse-
quences are dire. We face not only the offi cial debt of $7.4 trillion, 
but also nearly $24 trillion of unfunded Social Security and Medicare 
benefi ts. Congress camoufl ages the true cost of its projects with ac-
counting methods that would make Enron fl inch. And of course, we 
suffer the costs.
   What costs? In three words, taxes and services. We maintain an 
unrealistically low level of taxation for the services the government 
offers or, if you prefer, an unrealistically high level of spending for 
the taxation the government requires. Either way, the longer we 

wait, the more sacrifi ces will have to be made. The government pays 
interest on the debt constantly to keep it from compounding, and 
the larger the debt grows, the more interest we will have to pay, 
creating an even bigger gap to remedy between taxes and spending.
  The choices will no doubt be tough, perhaps the defi ning political 
confl ict of our generation. People often portray the current fi nancial 
clashes in Congress as being Republicans in favor of lower taxes and 
less spending fi ghting Democrats in favor of higher taxes and more 
spending, but there is one bipartisan consensus in Congress: 

getting re-elected. Since that entails both cutting taxes 
and increasing spending, this fi ght on the govern-
ment’s role has actually been pushed off into the 

future by using defi cit spending to satisfy 
both parties.

   If we want to balance our budget, we will 
have to change our political gear from social 
‘wedge’ issues to economic ones. Do we 
want to raise taxes or cut Medicare? Cut the 
military budget, or cut the education budget? 

These are choices that on some level 
have to be made anyway but the 
impractical expectations we cur-
rently have of the government and 
the large defi cit gap that has to be 
closed will make them tougher as 
the years go on and the debt grows.
   Even if the choices on program 
cutting are resolved to everyone’s 
grudging satisfaction, there is an 
unmistakable transfer of wealth 
occurring between two generations: 

one —most likely ours—which will have to step up and make the 
sacrifi ces, and the other—our parents— which has reaped all the 
benefi ts.While some might say this is a progressive system, as the 
economy generally improves over a long period of time, the only 
constant in history is unpredictability, and only in the heady days of 
early 2000, with projected surpluses everywhere, did anyone predict 
a large enough growth in economic prosperity to cover the 
growing debt.
  Our politicians today, in search of short-term gains in both the 
economy and their political career, have stolen money from us and 
from our future children to pay for their programs, whether Demo-
cratic spending increases, Republican tax cuts or, more likely, both. 
They did this by robbing us while we were too young to understand 
the concept of taxation, much less vote.
  So what can we do? By the time you read this, our President until 2008 
will have already been decided. Both George Bush and John Kerry prom-
ised to cut the defi cit in half in four years, but I doubt such a claim will 
be met. It is our responsibility in 2008, when everyone here at the high 
school will be old enough to vote, to hold the candidates accountable and 
force them to decide what programs to cut or what taxes to raise. Better 
that we make the sacrifi ce now than rob our own children and force 
them to suffer making harder decisions than those before us today. 

Defi cit spending robs future generations 

On a fundamental level, 
long-term national defi -
cits are taxation without 
representation.
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W ith gas prices on the rise and the environment 
suffering from the everyday pollutants of fuel ex-
haust, it is time for UAHS to encourage students 

to be more environmentally friendly. The school administra-
tion should take a stand against wasteful consumption of 
gasoline and give students an incentive for car pooling. 
    Too many UAHS students drive 
large, gas-guzzling vehicles 
without a care for the en-
vironment or the school’s 
limited parking space. Some 
of these students add insult 
to injury by driving only 
themselves. With SUVs run-
ning an average of 17 miles 
per gallon, this is simply 
wasteful. But SUV drivers are 
not the only motorists at fault. 
Compact, jeep and mini-van driv-
ers alike need to car pool more. 
     The incentive to reward 
students who car pool could be as simple as giving such students 
priority for parking spaces over those students who do not car 
pool. Students could fi ll out their current parking lot lottery 
slips, but now they would have a place to add the names of the 

students who they plan on driving for the year. To ensure that 
the system is not manipulated, students’ names added to the pas-
senger list would not be able to enter the lottery for a spot. This 
plan would cut back on the parking issues because more students 
would be car pooling. It also would reduce the amount of un-
necessary pollution that UAHS student drivers create when they 
drive only themselves to school. 
    Other incentives could also be considered, such as giving 
students discounted prices to UAHS sporting events, or even 

giving them free passes to activites such as prom or 
Homecoming. There is an endless list 

of incentives students desire, so de-
vising a worthwhile reward would 

not be diffi cult. 
In the meantime, students 

also must do their part, picking 
up a friend or two on the way 
to school, or even combining 
trips to after-school activities 
with other errands. With stu-

dents beginning to car pool more, our 
environment would improve, our wallets would have a few extra 
dollars, and we might even make a few new friends. Moreover, 
UAHS would be on its way to becoming a part of the solution 
rather than a part of the problem.

WARNING: Don’t read instructions 
The other day I sat down 

to enjoy a beautifully 
hand-crafted burrito at 

one of my favorite restaurants, 
Chipotle. I was scrutinizing my 
complimentary cup when my at-
tention turned to a small picture 
near its seam. Wondering what 
it was, I looked closely only to 
see that the two small pictures 
were actually instructions on how 
to properly fi ll my cup. The fi rst 

picture was of a line on a smaller version of the cup, showing the 
correct amount of ice that it should contain prior to fi lling it with 
the beverage of my choice. I believe this is shown so that my drink 
will be properly chilled. The next picture showed the exact place to 
fill the cup with liquid. If I so happened to fill the cup with too 
little liquid, my thirst may not be fully quenched, too much and 
the cup will surely overflow.

After decoding the pictographs supplied by the Coca-Cola com-

pany, I was appalled at how stupid the company fi nds me. I have 
made my way through high school, taken the SAT, obtained my 
driver’s license and know most of the state capitals, yet it appears 
Coca-Cola thinks I am incapable of fi lling a cup without instruc-
tions. What is the world coming to? It is a sad day when people 
are not trusted to fi ll a cup with their favorite soda on their own.

Knowing that McDonald’s also serves Coke products, I took a small 
road trip over to the restaurant on Fishinger Road to see if they followed 
the instructions supplied by the Coca-Cola company. After placing my 
order at the drive-thru, I was disappointed to fi nd that the cup was at 
least three-fourths full of ice, leaving little room for liquid. In a fi t of rage 
and anger, I stormed inside and demanded a refund or a drink with the 
recommended standard of ice-to-beverage ratio set by Coca-Cola. The 
server behind the counter obviously did not fully understand what I was 
rambling about; she gave me a new drink, sadly, with just as much ice. 

What will this lead to next? Clothing companies telling us what 
to wear? The music industry commanding us to listen to what it 
considers good music? Or the media forcing us to vote for whom 
they believe is a better candidate? 

Oh. Never mind.

EDITORIAL CARTOON BY EMILY TEACH

Alex Dappen 

Car pooling incentives would benefi t all  
Staff Editorial
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Newspaper Service

Since the beginning of the year, it seems new 
student-led clubs are formed every week. One 
new club, the Gay-Straight Alliance, deserves 

to be specially recognized. Instead of meeting to 
discuss issues of common interest, this group of 
students gets together to talk about everything 
from highly personal to national and international 
topics associated with the Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual 
and Transgender (GLBT) community. In a country 
where GLBT are not fully integrated, the courage 
of these students to form a club at the high school 
deserves praise. With around 10 million homosexu-
als living in the United States, according to the 
2000 U.S. Census, it is time to accept homosexuals 
into our predominantly heterosexual community to 
achieve unity. But before this dream can become a 
national reality, we need to start right here at our 
high school. That is exactly what the GSA hopes 
to accomplish. The GSA is a nationally-recog-
nized student organization and should be treated 
and respected as such. Acts such as taking down 
announcement signs and shouting derogatory 
remarks towards certain individuals are immature 
and unacceptable.

With 20 students already involved in GSA, 
this club is beginning to see a permanent future 
at UAHS. However, one seemingly obvious point 
about this club is often overlooked by students. 
Consider for a moment its name: Gay-Straight Al-
liance. Many students wrongly assume this club is 

only for GLBT students, and thus disregard it and 
ignore announcements and postings. I encourage all 
students, regardless of sexual preference, to attend 
a meeting of this club and learn about the issues 
surrounding the GLBT community. In a time when 
such issues are a topic of national debate and many 
critical decisions are being made to decide the fu-
ture, students need to educate themselves on these 
topics. Only a true alliance will solve the problem 
of intolerance.  

Another story in our news section this issue 
regards the retirement of attendance secretary Abbie 
Hart. Hart has sat on her throne in the attendance 
offi ce for over 30 years and has been a common 
sight for students coming to school late or leaving 
early. Her smile and enthusiastic greeting never fail 
to cheer up ailing students when they must drag 
themselves out of bed to come to school. The work 
Hart has done for UAHS these past 30 years is 
immeasurable and should not be taken for granted. 
The responsibility of keeping track of over 2000 stu-
dents everyday between 8 a.m. and 3 p.m. is a huge 
task for any person, and one that deserves thanks 
and commendation. 

Have a wonderful retirement, Mrs. Hart. You 
will be missed. 

Arlingtonian is a student-produced newsmagazine 
published approximately every four weeks by Journal-
ism III-A students at Upper Arlington High School.

The publication has been established as a public 
forum for student expression and for the discussion 
of issues of concern to its audience. It will not be 
reviewed or restrained by school offi cials prior to 
publication or distribution. 

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student ex-
pression, the editorial board, which consists of the 
staff’s top editors, will determine the content of the 
newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore, 
material may not necessarily refl ect the opinions or 
policies of Upper Arlington school offi cials. 

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, 
guest columns and news releases from faculty, 
administrators, community residents, students and 
the general public. 

The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the 
right to withhold a letter or column and return 
it for more information if it determines the piece 
contains items of unprotected speech as defi ned by 
this policy.

As a public forum, all letters and columns meet-
ing the above criteria will be posted in full on the 
Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.com for 
a minimum of four weeks.

Arlingtonian and its staff will strive to publish 

only legally protected speech following the legal defi -
nitions for libel, obscenity and invasion of privacy. The 
staff will also refrain from printing stories that create 
a material disruption of school activities.
Because the Arlingtonian staff will determine content of 
the publication, it will therefore also take complete legal 
and fi nancial responsibility for what is printed.

Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a story 
solely on the basis of possible dissent or controversy.

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing 
and production costs through advertising sales, 
subscription sales and other fundraisers .

The editor shall interpret and enforce this 
editorial policy.

from 
the editor...
New Gay-Straight Alliance 
commended, encouraged; 
Hart’s 30-year contribution to 
high school recognized

Biru Chen
Editor in Chief
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Voted “Best Boutique” 
  by Columbus Monthly

All the latest styles from New York 
& L.A. at surprisingly low prices!

“Life is fun. 
Dress the part!”


