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by Kaitlyn Williams

UAHS lost a valued member Jan. 1. 
Joe Conley, communications teacher, 
passed away at age 59 after a coura-

geous battle with cancer.
Conley, who worked in the UA school dis-

trict for more than 25 years, taught the Mass 
Media and Television Production classes at 
UAHS. He began advising the UAHS news-
casts UA Alive in the early ‘80s and Kickin’ It 
Live in 2001. Additionally, for the past several 
years, Conley performed as the “voice of the 
Golden Bear football teams.”

Serving the district not only as a teacher, 
Conley also led his teaching colleagues as former 
president of the Upper Arlington Education As-
sociation and was well known for his statement, 
“Be proud! Be a teacher!”

Outside of UAHS, Conley strongly com-
mitted himself to community service. He de-
voted much time to the Charity Newsies and 
served as a member and past president of the 
Shamrock Club.

Due to his compassionate personality, Conley will be missed by many 
students and teachers in the high school. Senior Bobby Lane had Conley for 
three broadcast classes and said Conley was an outstanding teacher.

“Every student that had him felt close to him be-
cause he was such a good man,” he said. “He had this 
motto in his classroom that says, ‘It’s nice to be nice all 
the time,’ and he always said that.” 

The high school held a memorial ceremony Jan. 
5 in celebration of Conley’s life. Fellow teachers, 
students and other friends convened to remember 
Conley as a positive, caring teacher. Both a UAHS 
orchestra quartet and the vocal ensemble performed 
to honor Conley. 

Teachers and students also commented and refl ect-
ed on Conley’s life during the memorial. As one of the 
speakers, senior Mike Judy noted Conley’s optimism.

“I never saw the man frown,” he said.
During the memorial, principal Kip Greenhill dis-

cussed Conley’s strength as a teacher.
“He truly loved and cared about his students,” he 

said. “And he trusted them.”
At the close of the ceremony, the audience 

watched a video tribute to Conley. Produced 
by a group of his broadcast students, the video 

commemorated Conley’s life.
Greenhill said he also wants Conley to be remembered with joy.
“Joe was a good man,” he said, “[and he] would not want us to leave 

here tonight without a smile in our hearts.”

School mourns loss of Conley

Mr. Joe Conley was not just 
my teacher. He was my role 
model, my mentor, and most 

of all, my friend. Since the fi rst time 
I met him, there had not been a day 
when “Big Dog” was without a smile 
on his face. This welcoming feeling is 
how most people remember him.

I will never forget the funny 
things  Mr. Conley always said to 
people. Minutes before a Kickin’ It Live 
episode, there would be times we 
would be running around at the last 
minute to get something done (like 

getting a picture to put in the picture frame on the news desk), 
and he would stop us and ask, “What are you doing? Don’t do this 
now! Why don’t you wait until the last minute, and then do it?” 

And he had nicknames for almost everybody. I was always a 
little jealous he never had one for me, but I didn’t really care. I 
always felt I had a special relationship with him that no nickname 
could compete with.

Mr. Conley knew more about Citizen Kane, Indiana Jones, and 

Star Wars than anybody. He could be in another room and hear fi ve 
seconds of the Indiana Jones theme song, and it wouldn’t be three 
seconds before he was in the room humming along, telling us what 
his favorite part was (which, to him, was practically the whole thing).  

The Big Dog loved Krispy Kreme donuts. There were times during 
class when we would try to make a deal with him: if he let us go to 
Krispy Kreme during class, we would bring a dozen back to him for 
free.  Although many times one would think he was going to say yes 
(the salivation at the mouth was almost a dead giveaway), Mr. Conley 
always respected the rules of the school and his responsibilities as a 
teacher, and he told us “no.”

 Many students will never watch All the President’s Men the same 
way thanks to Mr. Conley.  During the movie, there is a full scene 
of profanity. Sure enough, Big Dog made a voice over during that 
portion of the movie of him saying, “Why didn’t you bring me any 
Krispy Kremes?” “I didn’t know you wanted one.” “Do I look like I 
don’t want one?” It would go on, and students would be in hysterics 
by the end. 

Mr. Conley’s role in our lives will never be forgotten. His legacy 
will live on through all of us, his students.  And if there was ever a 
quote which could not be said enough, it would be Big Dog’s most 
famous line, “It’s nice to be nice all the time.”

Luc Nutter

Kickin’ It Live host remembers teacher

Joe Conley
1946-2005



NEWSArlingtonian

4 January 20, 2005

Sophomore Kristen Cochran anxiously sits at her computer as the 
PowerSchool web page loads. She feverishly types in her user 
name and password and awaits her grades. As they fl ash onto 

her computer screen, she quickly searches for her grade on the persua-
sive speech in public speaking she presented during fi rst period today. 
She knows her teacher will have already posted the score that will 
determine her fi nal grade. Nervously, she peers at the results.

For the first time, students and their parents can check grades 
and attendance, correspond with teachers and receive class up-
dates via e-mail with the 
PowerSchool program. 
Many students and par-
ents have discovered the 
benefits and drawbacks 
of PowerSchool.

The program became 
available for parental ac-
cess Oct. 1, but Power-
School coordinator Terry 
Starr said the administra-
tion, secretaries, attendance secretaries and teachers have used Pow-
erSchool for the past two years. She said teachers went through train-
ing, and she and others in the technology department spent a great 
deal of time setting up the system and entering data taken from the 
previous school system.

Starr said the administration and teachers liked several aspects of 
PowerSchool: it is accessible from the Internet and provides access to 
important information, such as grades and attendance information, 
through one program. 

“It’s web-based, so it can be accessed from anywhere,” Starr said. “I 
think it’s powerful in giving students and parents access to grades and 
assignments and how their grades were formulated by the teacher.”

PowerSchool can be used by more than just parents. Teachers 
have the ability to see grades, attendance, student demographics and 

schedules. Additionally, they can view how often and how long a stu-
dent checks his or her grades, as well as his or her parent.  

Students have access to the same records as their parents. Many 
students have taken advantage of PowerSchool and frequently check 
their grades for individual assignments and overall class record.  

Among these students is Cochran. She said she accesses Power-
School three to four times a week because it allows her to stay up-
dated on her grades.

“I think [checking grades on PowerSchool has] been helping [me] 
because you can set your goals for a certain 
test,” Cochran said. “So if you know you need 
to do really well to pull up your grade, you 
can study more for that test.”

Senior Katie Lusk also said she uses Pow-
erSchool several times a week and enjoys the 
program’s convenience.

“I love PowerSchool,” she said. “It’s so 
much nicer than having to fi nd your teacher 
and ask what your grade is.”

Lusk said PowerSchool is also helpful for 
students because they can see their score before an assignment is re-
turned in class. 

Parents are able to use PowerSchool to view their children’s grades 
and attendance. 

UA parent LuAnn Oliver said she checks her children’s grades to 
remain aware of their progress in school and their individual grades.

“PowerSchool is benefi cial because it keeps [parents] in touch with 
what the kids are doing,” she said.

Oliver also said if children know their parents can easily see every 
grade, they are more likely to strive to succeed.

“When there is accountability, there is defi nitely an increase in 
responsibility,” she said. 

Not all students use PowerSchool, however. Senior Nick Judy has 
never accessed his grades on PowerSchool; despite this, he said Pow-

by Kaitlyn Williams

PowerSchool offers new access, issues

Students make early 
decisions about college 
by Stephanie Hummel

The college selection process is normally associated with pro-
crastination, stress and panic. For those who apply early deci-
sion, however, those adjectives are often replaced with relief and 

a friendly disposition. 
Many UAHS seniors applied early decision to their fi rst-choice 

schools in an attempt at being accepted to college earlier than regular-
decision applicants.

Senior Emerson Barth said he was happy he applied early decision 
to the University of Pennsylvania; his acceptance removed the stress of 

the college search.
“All that [college search] is over,” Barth said. “Hopefully I can have a 

life now.”
Applying early decision allows students to apply to their college of 

choice earlier than the schools’ regular deadline. If accepted, students are 
committed to that school. If a student breaks that contract and decides 
to attend another college, the school can take action by preventing that 
student from being accepted by other schools, senior Hannah Oliver said.

“I’ve heard of cases where the school sends letters to the other schools 
you applied to,” Oliver said. “You don’t get accepted [anywhere else].”

To avoid any confusion surrounding the early decision contract, it is 
important to research every aspect of the early decision commitment 
Barth said.

“I researched it thoroughly,” Barth said. “Know that it is binding, and 
that it doesn’t cut the work down that much.”

The criteria for early decision does not vary all that much from regular 

How often do UAHS students use PowerSchool?

Times per week
1-2 times
3-4 times
5-6 times
7 or more times

Percent of students
62%
17%
11%
10%

SOURCE|DEC. 18, 2004 VOLUNTARY ARLINGTONIAN HOMEROOM SURVEY OF 204 STUDENTS
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What do you think of teachers’ ability 
to access how often students check 
their grades on PowerSchool and see 
students’ grades in other classes?
“I don’t like the fact that teachers 
can check how often you check 
Power School or check your grades 
in other classes because I don’t think 
they need to know your grades in 
other classes.”

Sophomore Kristen Cochran

“I’m actually indifferent [that teach-
ers have access to that information]. 
I could care less whether teachers 
know how often I’ve been on the site 
or my grades in other classes because 
it doesn’t affect anything.” 

Senior Jason Hardesty

erSchool was a worthwhile purchase for the school district.
“I would imagine it would make it easier for communication,” he 

said. “There are enough people who use it that it’s not a waste.”
Judy said his parents do not check his grades because he keeps 

them updated on his own.
“My parents don’t check because I tell them enough about school,” 

he said. “They trust me enough to know I’m not skipping classes.”
Many students do not use PowerSchool because they are not con-

cerned with learning their grades early. Junior Lona Sharma lost her 
password, but she said she will eventually see her grades anyway and 
fi nds it unnecessary to immediately check specifi c grades.

“I just think [PowerSchool] shouldn’t rule my life,” she said. “I 
don’t want to be obsessed with my grades. I get what I get.”

Though not all stu-
dents take advantage of 
it, science teacher Laura 
Brennan said she thinks 
PowerSchool is helpful for 
students and convenient 
for teachers.

“It’s nice for the 
students because their 
grades are readily avail-
able to them,” she said. 
“I also give them grade 
handouts. It’s very nice 
to be able to hit a button 
and print out their quar-
ter grades. It holds them 
more accountable when 
they see their grade print-
outs.”

PowerSchool has also 
decreased the number of telephone calls Brennan receives from par-
ents, she said.

“I probably get less calls because [parents] can get on and check 
grades,” she said. “If they do have a question, I usually get an e-mail, 
which [is] easier than [a] phone call.”

admission. Senior Patrick Tweel said colleges focus on some aspects of 
non-early decision applicants more.

“If you don’t apply early decision, they check out your senior year,” 
Tweel said. “I don’t think they will be checking out your grades [if you 
apply early].” 

There are many advantages to applying early decision. Oliver was ac-
cepted early decision to Elon University in North Carolina. She said fi nding 
out so soon helped her acclimate to the school more quickly and let her 
get ahead on college preparations, including choosing her course load. 

“I can work one-on-one with Elon, preparing for [college],” Oliver said. 
“It’s nice knowing where I’m going.”

Some students, however, choose early action over early decision. Se-
nior Jess VandeWerken applied early action to Boston College. Early ac-
tion differs from early decision in that the applicant is not committed to 
attending the school if he or she is accepted.  A disadvantage to applying 
early decision, according to VandeWerken, is that once a person enters 

into a contract with a school, he or she cannot decide not to attend. 
Early action is a way for schools without rolling admission to alert ap-
plicants earlier without binding them to attend; this can be attractive 
to undecided students.  

Oliver said she was satisfi ed with her choice to apply early decision. 
Not only was it great to fi nd out early she was admitted, but she also 
felt her decision helped her odds by showing her dedication to Elon. 
Oliver believes early decision would help others get in to the school 
of their choice.

“It shows you really want to go,” Oliver said. “[This] helps if you have 
lower test scores or [a sparse] resume.” 

Although early decision is a great choice for those set on a school, 
it is not for everyone, and undecided applicants should carefully think 
before employing it, Barth said. But early decision is yet another op-
tion that students should consider as they begin their college search 
next year.  

Brennan said PowerSchool has made her try to return stu-
dent work as quickly as possible in order to enter the grades 
into PowerSchool.

“I try to get things back in a timely manner, but it has 
made me work harder to get things back in a timely manner,” 
she said.

A problem associated with PowerSchool, she said, is that some 
students may worry over their grades for several weeks if teach-
ers have only graded a few assignments. She said, however, that 
eventually parents will realize that some classes have fewer as-
signments that take longer to grade.

“Once people become knowledgeable [about PowerSchool],” 
she said,  “there won’t be as much anxiety.” 

ACCESS: A PowerSchool screen shows 
teachers how often students and their 
parents check PowerSchool. 
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The lines at the Kroger customer service have seldom seen so 
much traffi c. Mothers have been sent out grocery shopping 
with a new goal in mind: purchasing pink wristbands in sup-

port of the Stephanie Spielman Breat Cancer Foundation; however, 
there has been unanticipated trouble in achieving this goal.

UA parent Joan Flower said she has made seven unsuccessful 
attempt to buy a Champions of Hope pink wristband in support of 
the Stephanie Speilman Breast Cancer Foundation. These $1 wrist-
bands are such a hot commodity that Kroger has been selling out 
shipments of about 500 in a couple of hours, according to Kroger 
employee Janna Teets. 

Nonetheless, Flower remains optimistic about the trend. 
“The wristbands are a cool way to raise money and support the 

causes, and it also raises awareness among the kids,” she said. 
Ever since Lance Armstrong fi rst came out with the fi rst of the 

bracelets, this new accessory has been dominating the halls. Stu-
dents have been seen sporting brightly colored rubber bands with 
messages like “LIVESTRONG” in yellow. Unlike some trends, 
these wristbands have a positive message and a purpose: to raise 

money for important causes. 
The demand is high and supply low, so students are forced to use 

any means to fi nd these wristbands. 
“[My daughter] Nikki bought [a wristband] at school for $1.50,” 

Flower said.
 Despite the fact that these wristbands seem to be just a pass-

ing trend, they are accomplishing their goal to raise money for 
cancer research. 

The wristbands come in many varieties, but several bracelets are 
more common and popular than others. The Livestrong wristbands 
were the fi rst to emerge, and their popularity has caused them to be 
three to four weeks back-ordered on the offi cial website of the Lance 
Armstrong Foundation. 

This foundation began in 1997 by six-time Tour de France win-
ner Lance Armstrong, after he was diagnosed with prostate cancer 
and began a program to support those with similar problems, ac-
cording to the website.  

“Before cancer I lived. Now I live strong,” is his motto, and 
the slogan for his foundation. The proceeds from the Livestrong 

the
Featurespread

Students wear rubber bracelets as support, fashion accessory
by Journalism I student Tristan Thorson

Showing

Stephanie Hummel

2004 was undoubted-
ly a huge year in ev-
ery facet of life, be it 

TV, radio, politics or sports. 
The Boston Red Sox won 
the World Series and lifted 
the Curse of the Bambino 
(no more excuses now, 
boys) and America played 
hide-and-go-seek with 
Osama and Saddam. With 
all the exciting trends and 
fads that emerged last year, 
2005 has a lot to live up 
to. With that, let us take 
a look at all the exciting 
possibilities of 2005 with Hummel Picks: The 
Super Size Edition. 

First up on our journey is the medium 

that seemed to grow the 
most last year: television. 
There is a lot to look 
forward to, and I know 
I am not the only one 
anticipating the fourth 
installment of CSI, CSI: 
Juneau and yet another 
Extreme Makeover se-
ries, Extreme Makeover: 
Prison Edition (Martha 
Stewart is slated to host). 
Although 2004 came up 
with warmhearted fare 
in terms of reality shows 
(there was nothing de-

meaning about The Swan’s message that 
beauty is what is on the outside, people) 
and Who Wants to Marry A Midget (as a 

midget of sorts myself, I was deeply of-
fended). 2005 will do all these shows two 
better as FOX introduces the next two re-
ality hits: My Big Fat Obnoxious Conjoined 
Twin and Playing It Straight where, and I 
am not making this up, folks, a girl must 
look for love among a pool of straight and 
homosexual men (there are no words).

Everyone should be excited about 
what will occur in the literature and music 
worlds. Madonna will be writing another 
children’s book, this one about exploring 
one’s sexuality (an autobiography of sorts). 
Political books will emerge by the dozens, 
including Condoleeza Rice’s biography.

If there is one thing I know better than 
anyone, it is sports, and here is what I see 
happening this year. I see an end to the NHL 
lockout (what’s up with men not being able 

Hummel predicts 2005 with crystal ball, insight

Support
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to compromise?) and the revitalization/suc-
cess of a professional sports team in our 
fair city of Columbus. I know this is a pretty 
vague statement covering a large amount of 
territory, but one I can safely make. As for 
the UAHS sports teams, I think I speak for 
everyone when I say there is a fairly good 
chance both boys and girls will win the wa-
ter polo state championship again this year. 
Let me just say it is a hunch of mine.

So there you have it, Hummel’s predic-
tions  for 2005. While most of the world 
might think 2004 was unbeatably off the 
hook, 2005 is looking amazing from my 
peek into the crystal ball. I know I have 
left all of you with a lot to think about, 
so I will not spill any more but warn you 
to be ready for what is to come in the 
new year.    

wristbands go to cancer research, education and securing the 
public health of people with cancer.  

The research funds 
for this program im-
prove the knowledge 
and services available to 
cancer survivors to help 
them surmount physi-
cal, emotional and prac-
tical challenges.  

The Lance Armstrong 
wristbands are not the 
only ones finding suc-
cess. The Buckeye spirit 
wristbands have also 
been selling wildly. Be-
tween the  Oct. 9 game 
vs. Wisconsin and the 
Oct. 30 game vs. Penn 
State, 60,000 wrist-
bands were sold, according to the Official Team Shop. 

The funds directly benefi t the Ohio State University Depart-
ment of Athletics, going toward all 36 sports at OSU, not just the 
football team.  

Many students have enthusiastically greeted this trend not just 
as a fashion accessory, but as a way to support people they know 
are suffering. Freshman Nancy Baker wears a bracelet in tribute to 
those she knows with diabetes. 

“I wear [my wristband] because I know about 10 families with 
kids with juvenile diabetes becayse the money goes to the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation and we want to fi nd a cure.” 

Not everyone 
feels that kids 
are wearing the 
bracelets for the 
sake of the causes 
they advocate. 
Teets said she had 
noticed mostly 
women and teen-
aged girls pur-
chasing the pink 
bands at Kroger. 

“I think most 
of the young kids 
want [the wrist-
bands] because 
everyone else is 
wearing them,” 
Teets said. 

Many students 
are willing to give 
whatever it takes to 
support these foun-
dations and feel 
they would be will-
ing to pay more. 

“The price is 
too low because 
we have to find a cure,” Baker said. 

All money earned helps fund cancer research and development, 
and allows doctors to be one step closer to fi nding a cure. 

FASHION STATEMENT: Two students 
display the assortment of support brace-
lets currently available. The high demand 
forced Krogers and the Lance Armstrong 
Foundation to be back-ordered.
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IMMERSED IN ART: During an IB photo fi eld trip at the Columbus Museum of Art, 
senior Shane Johnson, right dresses in renaissance costume with photo teacher Scott 
Wittenberg in the children’s activity center. The fi eld trip was taken to view a Lee Fried-
lander exhibit entitled “At Work.”
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Senior

Nick 
Judy

What extreme sport would you 
like to try?

Dodgeball. That’s hopefully going to be my 
senior thesis.

What’s the best joke you have 
ever heard?

Mr. Conley used to say, “Stay under control, 
we’re in the control room here.” 

What’s one thing you can’t 
live without?

Laughter. If I couldn’t laugh I’d defi nitely die.

If you could be any superhero, 
who would you choose?

Either Quailman or Michelangelo from 
the Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles. He 
was a party dude and pretty cool. 
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yrics from “A Smile can Burn” fl oat out of the basement as se-
nior Carrie Davidson’s voice weaves in and out of the hard rock 
sound coming from her band, A New Shade. The basement 

is covered with posters of rock musicians, blue electric basses, chords 
connecting various instruments to their amps and a green face with the 
words “A New Shade”. This seems an odd place for Davidson’s alto 
choir voice. But within 24 hours she is in a music hall, standing in a 
row surrounded by other altos, singing sweetly the words of Chichester 
Psalms. 

Many students, like Davidson, pursue music both in and out of the 
school environment. All styles of music, from heavy metal to classical 
orchestra are represented, and musicians take their inspiration from an 
eclectic collection of medium.   

Junior and sophomore band Montage which consists of members 
junior Jacob Worrel and sophomore Bryan Crowley performs both 
original music as well as covers. Infl uences for their band include Jack 
Johnson, Guster, James Taylor, Steely Dan and Jimi Hendrix.

“We do a lot of acoustic music,” Crowley said.  
Montage sometimes plays covers when playing commercial gigs or 

gigs in front of paying audiences, according to guitarist Jacob Worrel. 
This band also plays a lot of acoustic and alternative music, Crowley 
said. While his band meets once a week for an hour and a half, he also 
practices on his own to perfect his skill.

Other bands in the school play similar styles of music. Guitar player 
of Everywhere the People Imagine (EPI) senior Dan DiSante, said he is 
infl uenced most by the Counting Crows. While the band has a more 
heavy rock style, DiSante said he favors acoustic music and brings a 
more laid back feel to the band.  

Davidson and A New Shade also draw from a variety of artists to 
form their unique sound. Davidson personally is inspired by Joni Mitch-
ell and Elliott Smith, while A New Shade favors the harder sounds of 
artists such as Ozzie Osbourne, Zakk Wylde and Collective Soul.

“It is [the group’s sound] kind of a mix of every member’s per-
spective of what music should be,” Davidson said. She attributes their 

by Renee Ogaki and Kristine Perry
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Sound to the combination of each band member’s 
preferences. 

Regardless of the band, all members agree that 
music plays a huge role in their life and in some 
cases the biggest part of their life. 

Many outside musicians participate in the 
scholastic musical groups. Davidson is not only 
the voice of A New Shade, but she also partici-
pates in many of the school’s vocal music pro-
grams. Davidson is in both the vocal ensemble 
and symphonic choir at UAHS. 

Junior violist Annalisa Boerner is the principal 
violist of the school’s Chamber and Symphony 
Orchestras and said she practices about two hours 
every day, working on both solo and orchestral 
music. 

“I really want to support the program that 
started me,” she said. “It is impressive to play the 
repertoire [the orchestra plays] and reach the level 
that we reach.”

While playing at the school, Boerner works 
under the instruction of Orchestra Director John 
Deliman, who has taught at UAHS for 14 years. 
He said he holds a high standard for the school’s 
orchestras.

“We have one of the best programs in the 
state, even one of the best in the Midwest,” Deli-
man said.

 Deliman’s optimism is supported by the 
Symphony’s multiple accomplishments. Deliman 
said that for eight years, they received superior rat-
ings at the Ohio Musical Education Association 
(OMEA) State Contest, and  won the National 
Orchestra Cup in April 2003. The group is one 
of the 10 orchestras from Canada and the United 

States invited to play in this year’s Boston’s 
Festival of Gold. 

The Festival of Gold is a series for high-
level high schools with activities including 
competitions, performance and workshops 
with Boston Symphony Orchestra mem-
bers. 

“It is an honor to even be invited to 
play,” Deliman said. “We get to play in 
the Boston Symphony Hall, where all the 
major symphonies play. The competition is 
huge–they are all very, very good groups.” 

Sophomore Bridget Haile plays clarinet in the 
Symphony and pit Orchestras and the Symphonic 
and Marching bands. She also takes private lessons 
for voice and piano.

“I do a lot in the evenings so being able to 
practice at school is a pretty good option,” Haile 
said. 

 

Apart from school orchestras, Boerner is also 
a violist for the Columbus Symphony Youth Or-
chestra and performs in a trio with the Chamber 
Music Connection. 

The Chamber Music Connection is a program 
that puts together students of similar playing 
levels in groups of three, four, or fi ve players and 
trains young musicians to perform in chamber 
music groups. 

Boerner said her trio not only practices dur-
ing school rehearsals but also practice outside of 
school hours. 

Youth Orchestra is an orchestra of talented 
students  grades 9-12 who audition to be placed 
under the direction of Peter Wilson, also the as-

sistant conductor of the professional Columbus 
Symphony Orchestra (CSO). 

The Youth Orchestra plays music that the 
CSO plays, attaining it from their library. Deliman 
said that there are more students from UAHS in-
volved in Youth Orchestra than any other school 
in the district. 

UAHS also supplied more musicians for the 
OMEA South Central Regional Orchestra than 
any other school, according to Deliman. He said 
he believes that it is a huge accomplishment and 
that the music program at UAHS successfully en-
courages students to be involved in music outside 
of school. 

 Haile also successfully auditioned as a clarinet-
ist in Regional Orchestra. 

“I wanted to get involved because I got to meet 
a lot of students and teachers and it helps to know 
people in music around the area,” she said. “I’d 
never played in an orchestra before, so I wanted to 
try it and ended up really enjoying it.”

The Regional Orchestra played over the week-
end of Nov. 19-21, rehearsing Friday night and all 
of Saturday, then performing a concert on Sunday, 
according to Haile.

Another out of school music program that 
Haile is involved in is the Otterbein Kinderchor. 
They played in Carnegie Hall in April, and toured 

We have one of the best pro-
grams in the state, even one 
of the best in the Midwest.

Orchestra Director
John Deliman
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ome people spend their entire lives 
looking for their passion, but junior 
Jack Stulz has long known his is the violin. 

Even after 11 years of classical violin training, 
Stulz said he has no desire to stop. In fact, Stulz 
said he still loves the instrument just as much as 
he did the day he fi rst began. 

His musical aspirations have grown with his love 
for music and the encouragement of his parents. He 
picked up the violin at the age of 4; since then, 
much of his life has been dominated by music.

 “I spend as much time as I can playing or lis-
tening to music,” Stulz said.

Due to his determination to his craft, Stulz 
has been able to secure many honors.  Recently, 

he was chosen to perform live on the NPR radio 
station show From The Top.  In February, Stulz will 
travel to Texas to record his performance. 

Orchestra Director John Deliman has known 
Stulz for almost eight years. In that time he has 
watched Stulz transform into a musician.

“He is extremely dedicated. He is  willing to learn 
from anybody,” he said. “That is a great quality.”

Stulz’s determination has taken him from pri-
vate lessons in Columbus all the way to weekly 
trips to Chicago. His interest in music has led him 
to explore many of its genres;  he  enjoys playing 
jazz melodies and 20th century classical music. 
Through these interests, Stulz has become a part 
of  the UAHS classical music group “In C.”
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by Kristine Perry

Austria, Germany, and Italy two years ago. 

The serious musicians at UAHS are looking 
into the future, possibly thinking about majors in 
college and perhaps pursuing music as a hobby or 
even as a career. 

At the same time, many student musicians are 
serious about their music now, but have no desire 
to make an actual career out of it. Instead, they are 
pursuing a career in the business aspect of music or 
just have a passion to keep on playing.

Junior Nate Phillips said he has aspirations for 
a career in the production of music. Phillips interns 
at Diamond Mine Productions, a recording studio 
in Columbus. 

Phillips said he has always been interested in 
music, so for eighth grade shadowing day he de-
cided to go to Diamond Mine Productions and 
thought he might enjoy doing it as a job.

Though there is some dirty work, Phillips said 
that he enjoys the work he is assigned. 

“I do not like some of the busy work, but overall, 
I do not mind it,” he said. “I do not mind taking out 
the trash if I get to do some of the cooler stuff.”

The aspects Phillips enjoys includes mixing 
music, which Phillips said is the coolest part of his 
internship. 

Other band members, like Davidson, are cer-
tain that they will be involved in music for the rest 
of their life.

“Initially in college,  I want to go into the per-
forming arts.” Davidson said. 

But for now, Davidson said she is content lead-
ing her double life between hard rock musician and 
angelic choir girl. As the song “A Smile Can Burn” 
comes to an end, she takes a sip of out of her water 
bottle and fl ashes a bright smile.  

PASSION: Junior Jack Stulz rehearses with the UAHS orchestra.
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designed by Alex Dappen

Winter sports heat up as
temperatures drop below zero

SPOT
thespectators
SPOT

spectators
SPOT

hespectatorshe ’

Top Right: Defending their 2004 IBA champion 
title, seniors Jess VandeWerken and Hannah Oliver of 
the Knicks put up a wall of defense against senior Jody 
Albrecht of Jazz III. The Knicks won 32-16.

Center: Laying a smackdown on Gahanna Lincoln 
opponent, senior captain Adam Miller struggles for a 
win of 11-1 on Jan. 6. The fi nal score was 37-33 with a 
win for the Bears.

Bottom Left: Freshman Anthony Finney slams his 
Dublin Coffman opponent against the boards on Jan. 5. 
The hockey Bears tied with a score of 0-0.

Bottom Right: Driving to the hoop, sophomore 
Mike Schwartz fl ies past a Lancaster defenseman. The 
team won 52-51 in overtime Dec. 17. 
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Manofsky
Ben 

Ben, this is your second year being 
captain?

Yeah, last year I was somehow elected 
captain and that automatically made me 
captain again this year.

How is the team looking this year?
Pretty good, but we don’t work together as well 

as last year’s team. The season is halfway 
over but we are still improving.

What position do you play?
This year I have been playing more offense, 

mainly left wing and center.
Comments about the NHL Strike?
It is too bad that the league and the players 

can’t come to an agreement about play-
ing time and salary. I guess it is good for 
arena football though.

What has been the best thing 
about playing this season?

The fans have been really great. This year the 
games are free and more people have 
come to watch. The whole team plays 
better when we have more fans.

The Jock Stop
Senior Hockey 

Co-Captain
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As sophomore Charlie Shen steps up 
to the table, a drop of sweat trickles 
down the back of his neck. Though 

perhaps not the most strategic approach 
to table tennis, Shen plays a game of sheer 
power. As the toss goes up, he visualizes the 
winner and hits a deadly spin serve. Killing 
the service return, Shen grunts only to find 
that his shot has gone way out. 

As the game continues, Shen finds 
that an amazingly large percentage of his 
“kill” shots are not successful. Yet, to the 
surprise of many, he retains his rank of 
number two.

“I like being number two because there 
is more pressure on the number one spot,” 
Shen said. “Number one is short term. 
People can fall off easily.”

While many feel like they could 
challenge the number one player, table 
tennis is not for everyone, Shen said. It is a 
game dependent on control, quick refl exes 
and pure athleticism. 

Those who have longed for a table 
tennis club now have the opportunity to 
sharpen their skills. The Table Tennis 
Club, a new addition to UAHS, has 
provided an arena in which students and 
teachers can have fun as well as a stage for 
fierce competition. 

The club held its fi rst meeting Oct. 15 
and has fl ourished since its inception, club 

adviser Mary Mak said.
“The club was established mainly because 

several [ESL] students had a great interest 
in table tennis,” Mak said. “I love to see 
[the students] have fun, and I know they 
are having fun getting to know each other 
on a social level.”

This social aspect of the club is what draws 
many students, such as senior Henry Gan.

“I think it’s a really good gateway to 
making friends,” Gan said. 

Many members, however, do not come 
just for socializing. 

“It helps improve your refl exes,” Shen said.
The competitive nature of the club is 

another nice aspect for some students.
“Table tennis creates that drive to win that 

really inspires people to play,” Gan said. 
Gan, who is Chinese, said he was more 

than happy to take part in his country’s 
sport; he holds the coveted rank of number 
one in the club. Though it seems it is 
unlikely he will relinquish his title—he has 
held it since the club’s fi rst sparring—many 
members threaten to take over the number 
one spot. Gan remains unconcerned about 
his competition.

“They’re all going down,” he said. “This 
is my declaration of war.”

While the Table Tennis Club is 
popular among students for a variety 
of reasons, several problems need to be 

addressed, including a lack of adequate 
equipment for the high turnout each 
Friday, Mak said.

“It’s a hard thing every week to make 
sure that everybody has a chance to play,” 
she said. 

Mak said she expected 15 to 20 students 
to participate in the club; however, 43 
students showed up for the fi rst meeting, 
and that number has continued to grow. 

With only three tables and such high 
attendance, club members spend most of 
their time waiting rather than actually 
playing, senior Joline Fan said. 

“There’s not enough tables for all the 
people who come, so people end up waiting 
30 minutes just to play one game,” she said.

The shortage of tables for the large 
turnout is exacerbated by a related 
problem: tablehogs. 

“There are so many students who like to 
do things their own way and don’t listen,” 
Mak said. 

Gan said more tables and advisers for 
each table would help immensely.

Members can look forward to more tables 
as well as prizes for tournament winners 
in the future, Mak said. In the meantime, 
students are enjoying the new club and 
anticipate many more Friday afternoons 
in fi erce competition to move up in their 
ranking on the team.

New club sparks intense competition, high attendance
by Journalism I student Carlo Esperitu
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PRECISION: Math teacher Jake Tawney and senior Wei Li duel during a tight game of table tennis as onlookers crowd around to cheer them on. The newly 
formed Table Tennis Club, initiated by ESL members, held its fi rst meeting Friday, Oct. 15. The club continues to meet every Friday.  
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Senior Lynn Bynum has been drawing and painting for 
most of her life. As a child, all she wanted to do with her 
friends was draw in coloring books.

She then graduated to sketching her pets at age 10.
“I really liked observational drawing,” Bynum said.
Later, she began to doodle during class, often for her class-

mates. She would draw what they asked and her talent soon be-
came apparent. This passion and talent did not dwindle as she 
grew older.

Her love for art and stylistic diversity has been shown in her 
AP Studio Art class, taught by Alicia McGinty.

“Lynn is an extremely well rounded artist,” McGinty said. 
It was not until recently, however, that Bynum realized that 

her passion to paint became more than a hobby.
“I really learned how to express myself through art and ... that 

helped me in my life,” Bynum said.
She said her art is personal and can speak truth. Senior Elyse 

Lopez, one of Bynum’s AP Studio Art classmates, said she has 
noticed how these ideas were epitomized later in the year. 

“Lynn began doing more [paintings] with deeper meaning 
that were more symbolic,” Lopez said.

McGinty said she noticed this evolution, too.
“Her growth over the past two years [has been] through her subject 

matter as well as her painting skills,” she said. 
Last year in AP Studio Art, her focus was “stripping away.” Her 

paintings featured people without any cover or shelter, people who were 
emotionally or physically naked. Bynum strives for truth and realism in 

her art, she said. 
“During the school year I was go-

ing through some hard stuff, and the 
theme of ‘stripping away’ really helped 
me get through that because the art 
helped me focus,” Bynum said.

The running theme of her art this 
year is people struggling in their en-
vironment. This theme emerged due 
to everyday observations and experi-
ences on mission trips.

“I’m doing [the theme] in a more 
abstract way, but I still want to focus 
on how the person viewing the paint-
ing can tell the subject is struggling or 
getting out of a struggle so they can 
see how they can get out of struggle in 
their own lives,” Bynum said.

One of her favorite pieces was one 
she painted after seeing The Passion of 
the Christ.

“Although [the painting] is not 
realistic ... the overall message of it 

was really what I wanted to communi-
cate,” she said.

Bynum said her ideas mainly stem 
from her life experiences, her religion or  
often from both. McGinty said she has 
witnessed how these themes are seen in 
her work.

“She is very spiritual,” McGinty said. 
Bynum said her religion plays a central 

part in her life and her art.
“In fourth grade I went through a pe-

riod of really intense depression ... and 
God helped me through that,” she said.

Now, Bynum wants to help other peo-
ple through her art. These experiences led 
to her decision to pursue a career in art 
therapy. The profession entails helping patients work out their prob-
lems through art.

“After I shadowed both [an art therapist] and a professional artist, I 
knew [the former] was the path I wanted to take,” Bynum said. 

She said she has explored many different job opportunities as an 
art therapist.

“You can work in a hospital, you can work with kids with disabili-
ties, with depression or emotional disorders,” Bynum said, “and you 
just use art to help them express things they can’t talk about.”

Although she does not plan to be a commercial artist, Bynum 
looks forward to her future work. 

“As an artist,” Bynum said, “you are always growing and trying to 
challenge yourself.” 
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ARTIST: Senior Lynn Bynum’s poses with her artwork on display near the atten-
dance offi ce.  These pieces show Bynum’s interests and evolution as an artist.

by Chadd Harbold
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PASSION: This is Bynum’s fa-
vorite painting. The Passion of 
the Christ inspired her to cre-
ate this piece. 
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STRUGGLE:  This is part 
of Bynum’s new artisticfo-
cus. She featured people 
struggling in their own en-
vironments.

Personal struggle inspires art
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Who knew that four guys in leather suits, skin caps and sun-
glasses could have such an impact on the world? The mem-
bers of U2 have changed the world with their music and 

political activism.
With their new album, How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb, Bono, 

The Edge, Adam Clayton and Larry Mullen Jr. have broken ground 
in their musical style, yet retain classic characteristics of the famed 
U2 sound.

“Vertigo,” the hit single from Atomic Bomb, has gained its fair share 
of air-time on the radio as well as iPod commercials. But do not let this 
upbeat intro song be deceiving. Although the album starts off head-
strong, listeners might be surprised to fi nd the rest of Atomic Bomb fi lled 
with ballads and “kick-back” rock songs. Unfortunately, this means the 
new album may be less appealing to younger listeners, but it is likely to 
be enjoyed by longtime fans.

In changing its overall tone, U2 has relied much less on keyboards 
and other effects than on previous albums, and more on the Edge’s 
guitar playing to “thicken up” its sound. 

Longtime listeners will recognize the nuances of the classic U2 
sound down to the soaring vocals and echoing guitars.

Although U2 has refi ned its sound, Atomic Bomb bears many similari-
ties to 2000’s All That You Can’t Leave Behind. When comparing Atomic 
Bomb’s “Crumbs From Your Table,” and “Walk On” from the 2000 al-
bum, in many parts it is hard to distinguish between the two.

But even before listening to the CD, one might judge by the title that 
there lies a political state-
ment behind the album. 
Even though Atomic Bomb 
was intended to be the 
band’s most political album 
to date, it ended up also be-
ing their most personal.

After Bono’s father 
died of cancer in 2001, 
he performed “Sometimes 
You Can’t Make It On 
Your Own” at the funer-
al. This song has added a 
lot of personal emotion to 
the album, as is evidenced 
when Bono sings, “You’re the reason I sing / You’re the reason the 
opera is in me.”

How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb is an album likely to be added to 
the list of U2’s greatest achievements. It may not be the same U2 that 
longtime fans have enjoyed in the past and, unfortunately, may not 
appeal to a younger crowd. Nevertheless, many will fi nd themselves 
listening to it over and over. But the question still remains: how do 
you dismantle an atomic bomb? It seems from U2’s latest release that 
the answer is love.

Say goodbye to the Green Day you grew up with in grade school. 
The San Francisco-based punk group has progressed immensely 
in the 10 years since its fi rst album, Dookie, but until now its 

style has changed little with the times. On Sept. 21, the band re-
leased the album American 
Idiot, a long awaited compi-
lation that mixes the punk 
rock sounds of its older work 
with decidedly liberal un-
dertones. 

One will fi nd that the 
group has left behind, for 
the most part, the odes to 
cannabis and sex for which it 
became famous.

The album’s title song 
is also the fi rst track of the 
CD, and the one which fi rst 
enjoyed success as a single. 

The song, “American Idiot,” possesses a classic Green Day sound as 
it spews its message about the ignorance of American society.

American Idiot has more than once been referred to as a “punk-
rock opera.” That is to say, different characters are introduced in 
the early songs, then follow a path throughout the disc. Track two, 
“Jesus of Suburbia,” is where the album’s storyline begins. During 
the nine-minute-long track (composed of fi ve unique mini-songs) 
we meet Jesus, a jaded youth from the “‘burbs of Anytown, USA.” 
Long as it may be, the song is one of the best on the album, as Green 
Day’s lyrics hint at the reason for the moral decline of today’s young: 
“I read the graffi ti in the bathroom stall / Like the holy scriptures of 
the shopping mall / It only seemed to confess / It didn’t say much 
but it only confi rmed / At the center of the earth is the end of the 
world.”

While the storyline spanning the album may be diffi cult for 
the casual listener to grasp, it paints a vivid picture. It’s a picture 
of the place where the members of Green Day (and most of their 
fans) grew up—the dark and troubled streets of Suburbia. In the 
band’s infancy, Green Day might have preached this lifestyle, sing-
ing along to the music in a cloud of THC, alcohol and hormones. 
Now, the band has constructed an album which suggests the er-
ror of the world’s ways, highlighting the struggles of a victimized 
generation. 

Though the songs are more than worthy on their own merit, a 
lyrics booklet and an hour of time helps to bring American Idiot into 
focus, making it that much more worthwhile. Green Day’s mastery of 
the punk rock genre recently earned it Grammy nominations includ-
ing Album of the Year, Best Rock Performance by a Duo or Group 
and Best Rock Album. This achievement is defi nitely a long way off 
from a fi rst album named after excrement. 

U2 pleases old fans, young audiences
by Journalism I student Carlo Esperitu

Seasoned artists release new hits
Greenday evolves into adult alternative
by Journalism I student Adam Young
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Taking Greenhill to the streets  
The other night as I was 

coming home from an 
intense late-night study 

session, I heard the roar of 
an engine winding up. When I 
looked to my left to see what 
was going on, I was surprised 
to see somebody you all know 
... your principal, Kip Greenhill. 
Giving him a polite wave and a 
smile, I prepared myself for the 
light to change. He returned 
the smile, and then I heard him 
rev his engine. I questioned 
whether my own principal 
actually wanted to race or 

was just joking, but when the light turned green I was blown back 
by squealing tires as he took off. Feeling left behind, I tried to 
make up the ground I had lost. Fortunately, the light at Northwest 
Boulevard and Northam Road was red, and I saw Greenhill skid to 
a stop as I rolled up to the line. 

The race was on. When the light changed, Greenhill pulled 
slightly ahead, but I gained on him. Hitting 60 mph, we fl ew across 

Ridgeview Road and I noticed parked cars on the horizon. Having 
no other choice but to hit the brakes and cut in behind Greenhill, 
I dropped back and swerved to the inside lane, staying close to 
his bumper. 

Soon, fi ve points was too close for comfort. We blew through 
the red light going near 100 mph. Greenhill, taking  the turn wide 
into the left lane, put us neck-in-neck. As we approached the 
Scioto River, I had to decide which way to turn. I sped down Route 
33 going nearly 120 mph, weaving in and out of traffi c.

Next, we raced through the intersection at Tremont Road. 
Approaching Northwest again, I had a wonderful notion of how 
to end this race. I took a sharp left and star ted heading toward 
the school, pulling ahead by a few feet.Cutting the wheel back to 
the left to straighten out, I slid on to the road and nearly collided 
with Greenhill. Coming to Brandon I dropped into second gear 
and pressed the peddle to the fl oor hoping to upll ahead.Entering 
the senior lot, we both took fl ight, landing in the parking lot at the 
same time. 

Hitting the gas and the brakes at the same time, not knowing 
who would win or how this race would end, my alarm clock went 
off and I sat upright in bed, realizing I had to be at school in 10 min-
utes. It was a little more than ironic seeing principal Greenhill smiling 
at the front doors as I entered the school fi ve minutes late.

Alex Dappen 

Like the weather, stock prices and sports scores, students’ grades are 
now available over the Internet around the clock. Also similar to the 
Internet weather, stock prices and sports scores, the new PowerSchool 

technology does not need to be used simply because it can; in fact, Power-
School is having detrimental effects on students and their right to privacy.

Teachers have always been able to check students’ grades in other 
classes, but because this involved a special trip to the offi ce, the privilege 
was used sparingly. Now with PowerSchool, teachers can check all their 
students’ grades easily. Imagine going to a class on the fi rst day of school, 
and your teacher already knows your class rank and GPA. Whether inten-
tional or not, PowerSchool creates certain expectations for teachers about 
how well—or poorly—a student will do. This academic prejudice is unfair, 
and such fi rst impressions are often hard to erase.

PowerSchool has also spurred unprecedented grade paranoia among 
students. Because PowerSchool is a live-updating version of a report card, it 
has taken the anxiety some students experience over end-of-quarter report 
cards and sustained it the entire quarter. And it is not just students who 
are becoming paranoid; many parents check PowerSchool more often than 
their children. What students and parents may not realize is that Power-
School tracks their login activity, and teachers have access to the frequency 
and duration of these visits. 

But there is something much more important than students’ sanity 
being eroded by this program: trust. In the days before PowerSchool, stu-
dents could hide their grades from their parents if they wanted to, at least 

until the end of the quarter. Concerned parents may not have liked it, but 
this situation made a good learning experience. If a student hid his or her 
grades from parents all quarter and ended up with a bad grade, that could 
have been used as lesson about hard work and time management. And 
for most students, occasional bad grades are an inescapable part of life. For 
parents, what PowerSchool provides is 
no different than what security cam-
eras provide: ceaseless monitoring. 
This is detrimental to students 
and parents.

PowerSchool may be able to 
let students check 
their grades instan-
taneously around 
the clock, but the damage to 
student privacy, be it 
from teachers or even 
their own parents, far 
outweighs the benefi ts 
of UAHS’s newest web gizmo. 
Life never was about the 
grades, and it is certainly not 
about everyone knowing them 
all the time.

PowerSchool infringes upon privacy 
Staff Editorial

EDITORIAL CARTOON BY EMILY TEACH
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Performing piano music is meaningful to me, 
for by simply sitting behind that magnifi-
cent instrument, my body and mind pulses 

with excitement. As a musician, I love the experi-
ence of having my mind and music intertwined 
into one entity, of my body leaping from the 
piano bench in the midst of a passionate forte, all 
worries and qualms brushed aside as I enter a new 
dimension through music.

Unfortunately, words like “boring” or “dull” 
are often used to describe classical music among 
many high-school students. Yet for me, nothing 
is more exciting or thrilling than a Beethoven 
Sonata or a Chopin Ballade. The world of clas-
sical music is something to which only a limited 
number of students are exposed. It is sad so few 
teenagers enjoy classical music; they are truly 
missing out on a spectacular experience.

I guess I am a bit biased when it comes to clas-
sical music performance, as I have been a pianist 
for over 12 years.  I understand when musicians 
talk about how much time it takes to perfect and 
polish a piece before it is ready for performance. 
Proof can be found  in our own music department.  
Orchestra, band and choir members spend one pe-
riod a day rehearsing music and often many hours 
before or after school. The time spent practicing 
and rehearsing before concerts is no less than 
the time athletes spend training before games.  
However, the attendance at musical concerts can-

not even compare to the turnout at many sports 
events. We should support our peers and attend 
school musical performances in greater numbers. 

The school exposes the student body to classical 
music every year.  An annual music assembly fea-
tures the orchestras, bands and choirs, and this year 
the Columbus Symphony Orchestra performed a 
free concert purely for students’ entertainment. 
Such opportunities are free and a great way for 
students to appreciate a different style of music. 

Our administration has done such a wonder-
ful job of giving us enriching cultural experiences. 
Although we recently suffered through intense 
budget cuts, nothing has been taken away from the 
fine arts department. In many other local school 
districts, the fine arts department is the first to feel 
the money crunch. We are so lucky to have such 
great fine arts teachers and a supportive adminis-
tration that cherishes the arts. 

  The music students perform during concerts 
often means much more to them than what the 
audience sees and hears. True musicians will tell 
you that no time is more enjoyable for them than 
when they are making music. 

Please attend a classical student concert this 
year to support your peers, to enjoy an enlighten-
ing experience.  

  

Arlingtonian is a student-produced newsmagazine 
published approximately every four weeks by Journal-
ism III-A students at Upper Arlington High School.

The publication has been established as a public 
forum for student expression and for the discussion 
of issues of concern to its audience. It will not be 
reviewed or restrained by school officials prior to 
publication or distribution. 

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student ex-
pression, the editorial board, which consists of the 
staff’s top editors, will determine the content of the 
newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore, 
material may not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
policies of Upper Arlington school officials. 

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, guest col-
umns and news releases from faculty, administrators, 
community residents, students and the general public. 

The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the 
right to withhold a letter or column and return 
it for more information if it determines the piece 
contains items of unprotected speech as defined by 
this policy.

As a public forum, all letters and columns meet-
ing the above criteria will be posted in full on the 
Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.com for 
a minimum of four weeks.

Arlingtonian and its staff will strive to publish 
only legally protected speech following the legal 

definitions for libel, obscenity and invasion of pri-
vacy.  The staff will also refrain from printing stories 
that create a material disruption of school activities.
Because the Arlingtonian staff will determine 
content of the publication, it will therefore also take 
complete legal and financial responsibility for what 
is printed.

Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a story 
solely on the basis of possible dissent or controversy.

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing 
and production costs through advertising sales, 
subscription sales and other fundraisers .
The editor shall interpret and enforce this edito-
rial policy.
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Editor describes personal 
significance of classical music, 
encourages students to attend 
musical concerts
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