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Administration introduces plans to unblock 
classes, add freshman houses

Columnist celebrates leap day

Guest columnist advocates peace

Staff Editorial: scheduling changes will 
cause problems

Columnist educates readers on nose-goes

Sibling rivalry: New York Giant’s Eli Manning 
steps out of brother’s shadow

Freshman Lily Berry takes her game international

Athletes in Action: Student athletes profiled

Oscars escape effects of writer’s strike

Three Oscar-nominated films reviewed

Old School: Aging buildings across central 
Ohio—including UAHS—struggle to keep up 
with neighboring schools, as well as stay  
up-to-date with constantly-evolving technology

Feature Page: Presidential candidates 
profiled; recent primary results explained

First Costa Rican exchange with UAHS 
leaves students on both sides looking 
forward to future successes
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Arlingtonian is a student-produced newsmagazine published approxi-
mately every four weeks by Journalism III-A students at Upper Arlington High 
School. The publication has been established as a public forum for student 
expression and for the discussion of issues of concern to its audience. It will not 
be reviewed or restrained by school officials prior to publication or distribution. 

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student expression, the editorial board, 
which consists of the staff’s top editors, will determine the content of the 
newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore, material may not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions or policies of Upper Arlington school officials. 

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, guest columns and news 
releases from faculty, administrators, community residents, students and the 
general public. The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the right to withhold 
a letter or column and return it for more information if it determines the piece 
contains items of unprotected speech as defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters and columns meeting the above criteria will 
be posted in full on the Arlingtonian web site at  
www.arlingtonian.com for a minimum of four weeks. Arlingtonian and its 
staff will strive to publish only legally protected speech following the legal 
definitions for libel, obscenity and invasion of privacy.  

The staff will also refrain from printing stories that create a material dis-
ruption of school activities. Because the Arlingtonian staff will determine content 
of the publication, it will therefore also take complete legal and financial responsibility 
for what is printed.Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a story solely on the 
basis of possible dissent or controversy. 

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing and production costs 
through advertising sales, subscription sales and other fundraisers. The editor 
or co-editors shall interpret and enforce this editorial policy.

Editorial Policy
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Design Staff

Business Staff
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L
ast month i wrote to you 
about the fact that nobody 
tells us how we’re doing. And, 
guess what? we still haven’t 

heard from you!
So, like any self-respecting 

woman who needs an easy ego 
boost, i turned to my mom. 

As usual, she delivered.
She told me that several friends 

of hers had complimented me (and 
the staff, of course) on our hard 
work thus far.

Therefore, i wanted to use this 
column as a shout-out to the moms. 
(moms, if you are anything like mine, 
and you don’t know what a shout-
out is, ask your kids.)

moms: Thank you for actually 
taking the time to read the writing 
we spend so many hours perfecting. 

Thank you for (i am quite sure) 
being the person who told your 
child to even turn in the subscription 
form for the fine magazine that is 
Arlingtonian. 

And moms, thank you for being 
kind enough to let us know how 
we’re doing.

i want to be clear: i am not doing 
this because i lost a bet to my mom. 
Seriously, it comes from the heart.

Upper Arlington moms, as i was 
saying, are a force of nature. They 

know everybody’s business and 
use it for the greater punishment of 
children everywhere. 

And, like any mother knows, part 
of knowing everybody’s business is 
educating yourself on the issues. 

what better way to do so than 
to read about them from the very 
people who experience them?

mothers intelligently choose 
to be among the most cognisant 
members of Upper Arlington society. 

And kids, so should you. Follow 
your mom’s lead and you will be 
a much happier person...your dad 
learned this a long time ago.

p.S. mother’s Day is only a few 
months away. Start shopping!

p.p.S. pleASe submit letters to the 
editor to arlingtonians@yahoo.com.

KINd woRdS PRoMPT REFLECTIoN 
oN THE SwEEPING INFLuENCE 
oF uPPER ARLINGToN MoMS

 FRoM THE EdIToR

Katie Stucko, Editor in Chief

Have something to say?
email us at arlingtonians@yahoo.com

or visit www.arlingtonian.com
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Play Together?
Prep Together.

Small Group Tutoring

SAT

ACT

Subject Tests

AP Tests

Private Tutoring

Classroom 

Small Group Tutoring

800-2REVIEW

PrincetonReview.com
   

* Test names are the trademarks of their respective owner, who are not affiliated with The Princeton 
Review.  The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University. 

Dr. Mark Pierce
Specialist

In
Orthodontics

2072 Arlington Avenue
Near the Mallway at Jones Middle School

488-2288

BARE2008

BARE, UAHS’s literary and arts 
magazine invites you to submit your 
writing and artwork to be considered 

for this year’s publication.

Submission forms and boxes
are located in the LC and the attendance office.

imagine + create + contribute

1315 W. Lane Ave.
Upper Arlington, 

Ohio 43221
(614) 485-9600

* 5 Levels of Tanning

* UV-Free Mystic Tan

* No Appointment Necessary

* Certified Tanning Consultants

* Clean, Professional

  Atmosphere

25% Off 
Premium Skin Care 

Products*

Free
Upgrade
     Tan*

$10
Mystic Tan Session 

*Must present this coupon to redeem offer.
Participating locations only.  See Store for 

details.  One per customer.  May not be 
combined with any other offer.

*Must present this coupon to redeem offer.
Participating locations only.  See Store for 

details.  One per customer.  May not be 
combined with any other offer.

*Must present this coupon to redeem offer.
Participating locations only.  See Store for 

details.  One per customer.  May not be 
combined with any other offer.
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w
hile class scheduling has become 
routine for most students at 
UAHS, scheduling for the 
2008-09 school year will bring 

many changes in the form of freshman houses 
and the unblocking of all courses. Aspects 
of these changes, however, may prove to 
be problematic for enrolled students and 
incoming freshman.

The freshman houses are being 
implemented to help ease the transition from 
a highly-structured middle school to the less-
structured high school.  According to assistant 
principal Emilie Greenwald, many students 
struggle in the transition. The houses will 
allow students to start with a more positive 
high school experience. 

“Many students get off to a poor start and 
don’t wind up having a positive experience,” 
Greenwald said. 

Although an exact model is still being 
decided upon, there will be five houses, 
each with four teachers teaching the core 
classes of math, science, history and English, 
Greenwald said.

Despite the good intentions of the housing 
program, sophomore Dani Fast said the 
new system of houses is unnecessary, as the 
transition to high school was not difficult.

She found the transition from freshman 
year to sophomore year to be much more 
difficult than middle school to high school.

“With the house system it will be a lot 
harder going into sophomore year. Besides 
the more difficult classes, students will 
also need to adjust to being in classes with 
upperclassmen,” Fast said.

Although freshmen will be placed in 
houses with the same 100 students, their 
socialization will not be limited. Students will 
also have lunch and other electives with other 
freshmen and upperclassmen. Greenwald also 
added that students will still be able to take 

advanced English and math classes; however, 
the administration is still working on how to 
distribute those students.

According to Greenwald, the benefit of 
the housing system— besides easing the 
transition— is that teachers will be able 
to coordinate lessons as well as better help 
specific students if they are struggling. 

“We really want to be able to keep a 
better eye on kids and give them a better 
opportunity to succeed,” Greenwald said.

Another change students will face next year 
is the elimination of blocked classes, which are 
being unblocked due to scheduling conflicts, 
principal Kip Greenhill said.

“Over the past 10 or so years there have 
been fewer blocked classes. I believe blocking 

makes sense, but with fewer classes there 
are fewer substitutes for the [corresponding 
periods in the] next semester, which 
complicates scheduling,” Greenhill said.  

At one point, sophomore English was 
blocked to work with global languages 
and American Studies was a junior class. 
However, the change of American Studies to 
a sophomore class started some of the issues, 
as there were no longer  blocked courses for 
sophomores to take during the “off ” semester 
of their blocked global language class.  The 
problem resulted in unbalanced class sizes and 
difficulty getting into classes, Greenhill said. 

Despite these scheduling problems, the 
upcoming change is frustrating to many 
students, especially current juniors like Taylor 

Lewis, who was hoping to finish his global 
language coursework as a senior.

“I was really frustrated because I was going 
to take two language classes next year, and 
now I can only take one. I wish I would have 
had more warning,” Lewis said. 

The global language department is also 
not entirely pleased with all aspects of the 
new system. According to German teacher 
Kay Barr, the lack of blocked classes is a 
mounting concern, especially for students at 
higher levels.

Global language classes were originally 
blocked as a different way to teach the 
material. The extended period allows students 
to learn in a more meaningful way, Barr said. 
The extended class also allows for students to 
have more time to digest new material and 
grasp concepts. 

“Without the blocked class, global 
language is like reading an article in chunks. 
You have to keep backtracking and you don’t 
get the whole picture,” Barr said.

Blocked language classes also have many 
academic benefits for students. The extended 
time allows teachers more time to work in 
depth with students, and teachers can return 
work faster as they only have half of their 
students at a time.  Students also have more 
opportunities to resubmit and correct work 
and can get experience in each of the four 
language skills of speaking, writing, listening 
and reading everyday, Barr said.

Although the unblocking of first, second 
and third level classes was inevitable, global 
language teachers still hope, but are not 
optimistic that the honors and AP classes will 
remain blocked for the benefit of the higher-
level students and students interested in post-
secondary option, Barr said. 

With the Program of Studies listing theses 
courses as unblocked, however, such a hope 
has been dimmed.

Schedule changes cause controversy
AMANdA JoNES, ‘09

without the blocked class, global 
language is like reading an article in 
chunks. you have to keep backtracking 
and you don’t get the whole picture.
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primary Candidate preview:
Ohio’s primary is march 4
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iraq economy Health Care immigration Abortion Climate

Require 
everyone to 
get health 
insurance, 
subsidized 
by employers 
and the 
government

Require that 
all children 
are covered; 
pay for it by 
rolling back 
bush’s tax 
cuts for those 
making above 
$250,000

Free-market, 
consumer-
based system; 
opposes 
mandate; 
make 
affordable 
through tax 
credits, cost-
control, etc.

The FeaTUre PaGe

Free-market, 
consumer-
based system; 
affordable 
health care 
for every 
American, no 
tax increase or 
mandate

Has opposed 
invasion 
and troop 
increase; plans 
to withdraw 
one or two 
brigades a 
month to 
finish within 16 
months

Supported in 
2002, now 
says start 
withdrawal 
within 60 days 
of taking office, 
have most 
troops out 
by the end of 
2013

Supportive of 
decision to 
invade; was 
tentatively in 
favor of troop 
increase; 
against a 
timetable 
for troop 
withdrawal

voted in 2002 
to authorize 
invasion, still 
supportive; in 
favor of troop 
increase; 
against a 
timetable 
for troop 
withdrawal

Electi n 
2008 

path to 
legalization 
for illegal 
immigrants—
learning english 
and paying 
fines; toughen 
penalties for 
hiring illegal 
immigrants

path to 
legalization 
for illegal 
immigrants—
learning 
english, paying 
fines; toughen 
penalties for 
hiring illegal 
immigrants

give illegal 
immigrants 120 
days to register 
and leave, 
can apply to 
return; toughen 
penalties for 
hiring illegal 
immigrants

path to 
legalization 
for illegal 
immigrants—
learning 
english, 
paying fines; 
strengthen 
border fence 
along mexico

Supports a 
mandatory 
cap-and-trade 
system to 
reduce carbon 
emissions 80 
percent below 
1990 levels by 
2050

Supports a 
mandatory 
cap-and-trade 
system to 
reduce carbon 
emissions 80 
percent below 
1990 levels by 
2050

Supports a 
mandatory 
cap-and-trade 
system to 
reduce carbon 
emissions

Supports a 
mandatory 
cap-and-trade 
system to 
reduce carbon 
emissions

Tax relief to 
middle and 
working 
classes would 
help stabilize 
the economy; 
repeal the 
bush tax cuts 
for wealthy

$70 billion plan 
to “jump start” 
the economy; 
repeal the 
bush tax cuts 
for households 
earning more 
than $250,000

eliminate all 
federal income 
and payroll 
taxes; adopt 
“fair tax”: a 23 
percent national 
sales tax on 
everything 
except 
education

Short-term 
plan is long-
term plan: 
make the 
bush tax cuts 
permanent; 
eliminate 
alternative 
minimum tax

Supports 
Roe v. Wade; 
criticized 
Supreme Court 
decision that 
upheld ban on 
partial-birth 
abortions

Supports 
Roe v. Wade; 
opposes ban 
on partial-birth 
abortions; 
judges should 
protect 
women’s rights

wants to 
overturn Roe 
v. Wade; 
supported ban 
on partial-birth 
abortions; 
opposes 
federal funding

wants to 
overturn Roe 
v. Wade; 
supported ban 
on partial-birth 
abortions; 
wants “strict 
constitutionalist 
judges”
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Campaign cash
What the presidential candidates raised in 2007, in millions:

Democrats Republicans
Obama

$7
8.

6

McCain

$3
0.

6

1-3 qtrs. 4th qtr.

2007 
total

On 
hand

Clinton

$7
8.

8

$2
3.

5

$2
7.

3

$106.1

Paul

$8
.3

 /
 $

19
.9

$6
.8

$37.4 $28.2

 Huckabee

$2
.4

 /
 $

6.
6

$9.0

$37.9 $18.6 $2.9 $7.8 $1.9

$102.1

GOPDems

What’s ahead

Delegate scorecard

Who’s won what

Pledged only

Delegates at stake
814
539

Democrats
Republicans

As of Super Tuesday, Feb. 5

D.C.

Obama Ala., Alaska, Colo., Conn., Del., 
Ga., Idaho, Ill., Iowa, Kan., Minn., Mo., 
N.D., S.C., Utah

McCain Ariz., Calif., Colo., Del., Fla., Ill., 
Mo., N.H., N.J., N.Y., Okla., S.C.

Romney Alaska, Colo., Maine, Mass., Mich., 
Minn., Mont., N.D., Nev., Utah, Wyo.

Huckabee Ala., Ark., Ga., Iowa, Tenn.,  
W.Va.

Clinton Ariz., Ark., Calif., Fla., Mass., 
Mich., Nev., N.H., N.J., N.Y., Okla., Tenn.

Feb. 9

Both 
parties

La., Wash.*

D.C., 
Md., Va.

Dem
only

Neb.

GOP 
only

Kan.

Feb. 10 Maine

Hawaii

Feb. 12

Wis., Wash.*Feb. 19

Ohio, R.I., 
Texas, Vt.

March 4

New Mexico still undecided

*Wash. has both a caucus and a primary

Republicans
Needed to nominate: 1,191
McCain 703

Huckabee 190
Paul 14

Democrats

Clinton
Needed to nominate: 2,025

Obama 902
1,000

Newark Optometry

The most thorough eye exam you will ever receive!

Cheryl Wood, O.D.
Kathryn Sovine, O.D.

1220 West Church St.
Newark, Ohio 43055

(740) 344-1312

After Super Tuesday, the following states  
have held or will hold presidential primaries:
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A
sk junior Hannah Mermis about her January 
and she will probably tell you about the time 
she and her sisters shopped for three hours in 
Wet Seal.  Or, perhaps, when she had to explain 

to her 16-year-old brother that no, snowballs cannot be 
kept in backpacks. And then there were the 10-degree 
midnight walks, the countless movies and the swapping 
of certain words ... 

Overall, Mermis would say it was a wonderful time of 
family bonding—with her Costa Rican siblings, that is.

Mermis was one of the 13 student members of UAHS’ 
inaugural Costa Rican exchange program. According to 
global language teacher Richard Duarte, the intent of 
the program was to enhance students’ understanding of 
Spanish and English culture and languages.

Initiated by Spanish teacher Cynthia Abraham 
and coordinated by Duarte, the program enabled 13 
Costa Ricans (12 students and one teacher) to stay 
with host families in UA for three weeks. 

“[The Spanish department] always thought the 
German program was so great because of the exchange 
component, so we wanted to offer the same to our 
students,” Duarte said.

On Jan. 7, the Costa Ricans arrived and the 
adventures began. According to exchange student 
Sebastian Sagot, their time here involved a wide variety 
of activities.

“We did many activities, but the favorites were shopping, 
tubing, and going to the winter dance,” Sagot said.

Yet the wonders of Columbus were far from 
being the only aspect of the program—it was also an 
opportunity to practice speaking English or Spanish. 

“I have greatly improved my speaking skills ... and 
have learned a lot about Americans,” Sagot said.

According to Mermis, the language component was 

the most successful element of the program.
“Especially at first, the communication was 

challenging, to say the least,” Mermis said.  “[My student] 
spoke very little English, but ... we made it work.”

Both sides, therefore, agreed that the exchange was a 
successful learning experience for life both in and out of 
the classroom.

“I learned to be more [flexible] and to have a lot of 
patience, because the Costa Rican culture is very slow, 
whereas Americans are used to running around hyped up 
on caffeine and stress,” Mermis said.

Cultural barriers, however, were not the only issues 
members of the program faced. 

“Being the first year, things were not that bad—but 
there were a lot of little fires [that had to be] put out, 
like homesickness and transportation and visa issues,” 
Duarte said.

Difficulties aside, however, all agreed the program 
was worth it. 

“Some parts of the exchange were how I [thought 
they would] be, like making friends that will last forever 
... but I definitely think that it was better than I ever 
expected it to be,” Mermis said. “I never [guessed I 
would]miss them as much as I do.” 

 Host mother Mim Braaten agreed, saying that by the 
end she had seen significant growth in all the students.

 “Although the program wasn’t what I expected, I 
would consider it a success,” Braaten said. “[It gave the 
UAHS students] the opportunity to speak Spanish.”

Sagot said he will value the friendships and memories 
made in UA forever.

“My host family was very kind, and they accepted me 
as a part of their family,” Sagot said.  “[My host family] 
and the friendships I made here are very important to 
me ... I will never forget them or the memories .”

Culture swap
inaugural costa rican exchange program fosters friendship, learning

kALI GRANT, ‘09

From left to right, sebastian morera 
Jara, sebastian sagot campos, Jimena 
castillo chaves, amanda chaves 
Vasquez, mauricio arguedas rodriguez, 
maria Fernanda Jimenes morera, maria 
Jose Vargas rojas, maricel rodriguez 
morera, Jose ignacio Zeledon mejia, 
Paola maria morera rojas. 
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FoCuS

C
oming out of the pool, junior Cara Colker-Eybel rushed to the girls’ locker room to 
take a quick shower, dry her hair and make it in time to her first period class. On the 
way, she almost cut her bare foot on the cracked tiles. After taking a frigid shower, 
she stood in line for a hair dryer because three of the 10 failed to work. Finally ready, 
she ran to her first class, almost getting marked tardy. 

“We have won the [swimming] State Championships three years in a row,” Colker-Eybel 
said. “You would think our pool facility would be nice, but it’s not; it’s really old. You look at 
other schools’ pools like Hilliard and Dublin, and they have nice pools.”

Like Colker-Eybel, many students and faculty members are beginning to notice the 
problems of the aging building and inevitably comparing the physical conditions of the school 
with area high schools. The issue of age branches into related problems with technology and 
infrastructure, acting as the determining factor of facility conditions.

Old School
aging schools, such as uaHs and grandview Heights, 
struggle to keep up with the advancing world

lAy KodAMA, ‘09
c INdy LIu, ‘09
bACKGRouNd PHoTo | STEFANy STREb
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FoCuS

TOP: Old office of the Grandview Heights 
superintendant, which is now undergoing 
renovations due to mold infestation. middle: 
basement of gHHs, which had a pipe 
rupture recently. boTTom: a circle of black 
dots shows where desks were originally 
screwed into the floor in GHHS.
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best practices that are already in place; a SmartBoard 
certainly isn’t going to fix a poorly-run classroom, but 
it does enhance what we’re already doing very well,” 
Jennings said. “Is a SmartBoard the answer to everything? 
No, but you can do a lot of fascinating things with it. So I 
think [SmartBoards] are worth [the money and the time], 
but I would also love to see the school system take a more 
proactive role with technology.”

In comparison to New Albany High School, which 
opened in 1996, UAHS is far behind in terms of 
technology. According to the New Albany technology 
department homepage, “A dedicated team of students 
and teachers represents every building on campus and 
makes up the core of the District Technology Team.” 
This team meets two hours weekly, building and 
maintaining district computers. 

The school even has a Technology Proficiency 
Rubric for every project or presentation, giving students 
guidelines and requirements with the use of technology in 
their education. This rubric is used for the Distinguished 
Achievement Award in Technology, which is awarded to 
proficient seniors every year. Furthermore in 1998, the 
Board of Education established graduation requirements 
in technology. In order to meet these high standards, the 
school currently has 470 computers available to students. 

Although New Albany was built with modern 
technology in mind and UAHS was not, Jeffrey Collett, 
the director of Operational Technology, said UAHS can 
still improve the technology currently available.

“We’re thinking of inserting IP telephones in 2010 to 
increase the communication between staff members and 
students,” Collett said. “We’re very focused on integration, 
being able to have all the systems [communicate] with 
each other. Our goal is to integrate as much technology as 
needed, [and] we want it to be part of the culture.”

Similarly, Jennings said technological integration is one 
of the best ways for UAHS to join the advancing world. 

“Part of preparing students for the 21st century is 
incorporating technology meaningfully in more content 
areas, whether that be SmartBoards or blogs or podcasts or 
wikis,” Jennings said. “Technology has got to be more on 
the forefront than it is right now [in the high school].”

One of the prominent concerns of almost all aging 
schools is the regulation of the school’s temperature. 

Some students, such as Colker-Eybel, said the 

temperature fluctuation between classrooms is too wide.
“One example is the West Cafeteria, which is always 

cold,” Colker-Eybel said.
Although these complaints arise often from students, 

Collett said these problems are difficult to fix because they 
are related to the age of the building.

“Because the high school is an old building, most of the 
issues are power-related,” Collett said. “The equipment we use 
runs really hot so it’s hard to upgrade [to] meet those needs.”

Similarly, Grandview Heights High School, which is 86 
years old, also struggles with heating problems. According 
to GHHS principal Steve Andersson, the Univent system, 
which is supposed to regulate and keep all classrooms at a 
constant temperature, recently malfunctioned. 

“There are sensors in each room keeping the heating 
constant at 70 degrees,” Andersson said. “[However], the 
old system still blows out 54 degree air sometimes, so we 
need to fix that.”

Although Hilliard Davidson High School, which is 18 
years old, is in fairly good shape structurally, some students, 
like junior Caitlin Dillehay have noticed some problems.

“[Hilliard Davidson] is really big, so one room can be 
cold and another will be really hot,” Dillehay said. “When 
it rains the roof leaks, but so far I have never attended a 
school without a leaky roof.”

Not only can the conditions of an aging infrastructure 
cause mild discomfort, they can also pose threats to health. 

According to Andersson, the school has had many 
problems related to the aging building, such as mold 
infestations, pipe ruptures and gas leaks. Some of these issues 
have also disrupted school activities, such as a steam pipe 
rupture in the band room, which happened recently.

“Around two years ago, people started smelling 
feces around the school,” Andersson said. “Down in the 
basement we saw that one of the pipes had ruptured so 
all the [sewage] was flooding the basement.” 

In 2007, GHHS built a new office for the 
superintendant because there had been a mold infestation.

“The water from the vents which led outside was leaking 
behind the book shelf,” Andersson said.

Andersson also said it is hard to keep renovating because 
of the old age of the equipment and materials in the school.

“We still have asbestos in the ceiling, so renovations are 
done under careful procedure to keep it contained,” he said.

Although UAHS is not as old as GHHS and has 
not faced such extreme issues, the old infrastructure of 
buildings does seem to affect students’ health. Junior Alanah 
Raykovich said she often struggles with allergens in the air 

Built in 1956, UAHS is the only high school in the 
district. According to Paul Craft, executive director of 
business services and former assistant principal of UAHS, 
this makes UAHS one of the younger schools in the district.

“The average age of the [district] buildings is 53 years, 
so the high school is just slightly below average,” Craft said.

In fact, the high school is below the average by about one 
year, and Craft said some of that age is beginning to show.

Since its construction, UAHS has undergone only two 
major renovations. Craft said one of those remodeling 
projects was to fill in the old courtyard in 1971to create the 
current Learning Center. The other project was the large 
extension of the freshman gym in the 1980s.

Beyond these two renovations, only minor 
adjustments have been made 
to the school, such as the 
replacement of windows 
in 1996 and electrical and 
technological upgrades.

Even though UAHS is 
over 50 years old, the overall 
structure of the building is 
stable, Craft said.

“Structurally, the building is 
in very good shape,” Craft said. 
“By that I mean the roofs, the 
walls, the drainage. The same is for the mechanical systems, 
the plumbing, the furnace and the electrical. [However], 
we still have some real pressing needs.”

According to UAHS assistant principal Max 
Hamman, the building’s biggest problems, such as the 
constant struggle to upgrade technology and maintain 
infrastructure, stem from its age. 

According to UAHS media specialist Susan Yutzey, the 
age of the building is also a strong determining factor for 
the conditions of technological material in UAHS.

“[I’ve been to schools like Worthington Kilbourne], 
and they’re cool. They don’t have all the wires hanging 
down or power poles, because their schools were built with 
technology in mind, as opposed to UA,” Yutzey said.

According to Craft, this is the reason UAHS has so 

much technological equipment, such as extra outlets, 
wireless portals, cables and wires added to the walls.

“As you look around, there’s lots of connectivity [in 
terms of technology]—not as much as you see in a modern 
building, and you see a lot of it is add-ons because it wasn’t 
there when [the building] first existed—[but] it made a big 
difference,” Craft said.

However, the age of the equipment itself is also a strong 
factor which can affect performance.

“The Windows 98 PCs are about three-and-a-half years 
old,” Yutzey said. “The blue Macs are about five years old, 
and the white ones are about three years old.”

Although the computers are still fairly new, many 
students have trouble working with them.

“The writing lab computers crash all the time, and most 
of the time you can’t save on them,” Colker-Eybel said.

According to Yutzey, the writing lab and gold lab 
were equipped with pre-existing 
school computers, which are now  
approximately five-to-six years old. 

She also said these computers 
are the ones that cause students 
the most problems.

“The biggest issue [recently] 
was the fact that the Macs weren’t 
saving,” Yutzey said. “Students 
would be working, and all of the 
sudden the screen would go black. If 

they hadn’t saved, they’d lose over two hours of work.”
Despite the many issues concerning computers, UAHS 

is still up-to-date in terms of other technological resources.
Yutzey said recently, the LC acquired its own 

SmartBoard, which is being put to use for media and 
information classes.

The math department also received several 
SmartBoards through recent school and PTO 
grants. UAHS math teacher Emily Jennings said this 
technological upgrade has improved the classroom 
experience for most students.

“For me, it has helped a great deal because [it’s so 
interactive],” Jennings said. “A lot of my students who 
struggle with Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) or who 
have ‘distractibility’ issues have found it to be helpful 
because the slides change every couple of minutes and 
there’s video, animation and color.”

She said these SmartBoard features help refocus 
students who otherwise have trouble paying attention. 

“I think technology is a tool that should support the 

The Technology Race

I think technology is a tool that should 
support the best practices that are 
already in place; a Smartboard certainly 
isn’t going to fix a poorly-run classroom, 
but it does enhance what we’re already 
doing very well.

UAHS TeACHeR emily JenningS

Tinged with Age

Crumbling over time
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ToP: a side view of New albany High school, 
which was named a blue ribbon school by the 
blue ribbon schools of excellence, inc. for its 
“exemplary achievements” in academics, school 
culture, as well as technological integration. 
middle: The student technology team of New 
albany works on building a computer. boTTom: 
an aerial view of the New albany campus, which 
includes all the district’s buildings, k-12.
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best practices that are already in place; a SmartBoard 
certainly isn’t going to fix a poorly-run classroom, but 
it does enhance what we’re already doing very well,” 
Jennings said. “Is a SmartBoard the answer to everything? 
No, but you can do a lot of fascinating things with it. So I 
think [SmartBoards] are worth [the money and the time], 
but I would also love to see the school system take a more 
proactive role with technology.”

In comparison to New Albany High School, which 
opened in 1996, UAHS is far behind in terms of 
technology. According to the New Albany technology 
department homepage, “A dedicated team of students 
and teachers represents every building on campus and 
makes up the core of the District Technology Team.” 
This team meets two hours weekly, building and 
maintaining district computers. 

The school even has a Technology Proficiency 
Rubric for every project or presentation, giving students 
guidelines and requirements with the use of technology in 
their education. This rubric is used for the Distinguished 
Achievement Award in Technology, which is awarded to 
proficient seniors every year. Furthermore in 1998, the 
Board of Education established graduation requirements 
in technology. In order to meet these high standards, the 
school currently has 470 computers available to students. 

Although New Albany was built with modern 
technology in mind and UAHS was not, Jeffrey Collett, 
the director of Operational Technology, said UAHS can 
still improve the technology currently available.

“We’re thinking of inserting IP telephones in 2010 to 
increase the communication between staff members and 
students,” Collett said. “We’re very focused on integration, 
being able to have all the systems [communicate] with 
each other. Our goal is to integrate as much technology as 
needed, [and] we want it to be part of the culture.”

Similarly, Jennings said technological integration is one 
of the best ways for UAHS to join the advancing world. 

“Part of preparing students for the 21st century is 
incorporating technology meaningfully in more content 
areas, whether that be SmartBoards or blogs or podcasts or 
wikis,” Jennings said. “Technology has got to be more on 
the forefront than it is right now [in the high school].”

One of the prominent concerns of almost all aging 
schools is the regulation of the school’s temperature. 

Some students, such as Colker-Eybel, said the 

temperature fluctuation between classrooms is too wide.
“One example is the West Cafeteria, which is always 

cold,” Colker-Eybel said.
Although these complaints arise often from students, 

Collett said these problems are difficult to fix because they 
are related to the age of the building.

“Because the high school is an old building, most of the 
issues are power-related,” Collett said. “The equipment we use 
runs really hot so it’s hard to upgrade [to] meet those needs.”

Similarly, Grandview Heights High School, which is 86 
years old, also struggles with heating problems. According 
to GHHS principal Steve Andersson, the Univent system, 
which is supposed to regulate and keep all classrooms at a 
constant temperature, recently malfunctioned. 

“There are sensors in each room keeping the heating 
constant at 70 degrees,” Andersson said. “[However], the 
old system still blows out 54 degree air sometimes, so we 
need to fix that.”

Although Hilliard Davidson High School, which is 18 
years old, is in fairly good shape structurally, some students, 
like junior Caitlin Dillehay have noticed some problems.

“[Hilliard Davidson] is really big, so one room can be 
cold and another will be really hot,” Dillehay said. “When 
it rains the roof leaks, but so far I have never attended a 
school without a leaky roof.”

Not only can the conditions of an aging infrastructure 
cause mild discomfort, they can also pose threats to health. 

According to Andersson, the school has had many 
problems related to the aging building, such as mold 
infestations, pipe ruptures and gas leaks. Some of these issues 
have also disrupted school activities, such as a steam pipe 
rupture in the band room, which happened recently.

“Around two years ago, people started smelling 
feces around the school,” Andersson said. “Down in the 
basement we saw that one of the pipes had ruptured so 
all the [sewage] was flooding the basement.” 

In 2007, GHHS built a new office for the 
superintendant because there had been a mold infestation.

“The water from the vents which led outside was leaking 
behind the book shelf,” Andersson said.

Andersson also said it is hard to keep renovating because 
of the old age of the equipment and materials in the school.

“We still have asbestos in the ceiling, so renovations are 
done under careful procedure to keep it contained,” he said.

Although UAHS is not as old as GHHS and has 
not faced such extreme issues, the old infrastructure of 
buildings does seem to affect students’ health. Junior Alanah 
Raykovich said she often struggles with allergens in the air 

Built in 1956, UAHS is the only high school in the 
district. According to Paul Craft, executive director of 
business services and former assistant principal of UAHS, 
this makes UAHS one of the younger schools in the district.

“The average age of the [district] buildings is 53 years, 
so the high school is just slightly below average,” Craft said.

In fact, the high school is below the average by about one 
year, and Craft said some of that age is beginning to show.

Since its construction, UAHS has undergone only two 
major renovations. Craft said one of those remodeling 
projects was to fill in the old courtyard in 1971to create the 
current Learning Center. The other project was the large 
extension of the freshman gym in the 1980s.

Beyond these two renovations, only minor 
adjustments have been made 
to the school, such as the 
replacement of windows 
in 1996 and electrical and 
technological upgrades.

Even though UAHS is 
over 50 years old, the overall 
structure of the building is 
stable, Craft said.

“Structurally, the building is 
in very good shape,” Craft said. 
“By that I mean the roofs, the 
walls, the drainage. The same is for the mechanical systems, 
the plumbing, the furnace and the electrical. [However], 
we still have some real pressing needs.”

According to UAHS assistant principal Max 
Hamman, the building’s biggest problems, such as the 
constant struggle to upgrade technology and maintain 
infrastructure, stem from its age. 

According to UAHS media specialist Susan Yutzey, the 
age of the building is also a strong determining factor for 
the conditions of technological material in UAHS.

“[I’ve been to schools like Worthington Kilbourne], 
and they’re cool. They don’t have all the wires hanging 
down or power poles, because their schools were built with 
technology in mind, as opposed to UA,” Yutzey said.

According to Craft, this is the reason UAHS has so 

much technological equipment, such as extra outlets, 
wireless portals, cables and wires added to the walls.

“As you look around, there’s lots of connectivity [in 
terms of technology]—not as much as you see in a modern 
building, and you see a lot of it is add-ons because it wasn’t 
there when [the building] first existed—[but] it made a big 
difference,” Craft said.

However, the age of the equipment itself is also a strong 
factor which can affect performance.

“The Windows 98 PCs are about three-and-a-half years 
old,” Yutzey said. “The blue Macs are about five years old, 
and the white ones are about three years old.”

Although the computers are still fairly new, many 
students have trouble working with them.

“The writing lab computers crash all the time, and most 
of the time you can’t save on them,” Colker-Eybel said.

According to Yutzey, the writing lab and gold lab 
were equipped with pre-existing 
school computers, which are now  
approximately five-to-six years old. 

She also said these computers 
are the ones that cause students 
the most problems.

“The biggest issue [recently] 
was the fact that the Macs weren’t 
saving,” Yutzey said. “Students 
would be working, and all of the 
sudden the screen would go black. If 

they hadn’t saved, they’d lose over two hours of work.”
Despite the many issues concerning computers, UAHS 

is still up-to-date in terms of other technological resources.
Yutzey said recently, the LC acquired its own 

SmartBoard, which is being put to use for media and 
information classes.

The math department also received several 
SmartBoards through recent school and PTO 
grants. UAHS math teacher Emily Jennings said this 
technological upgrade has improved the classroom 
experience for most students.

“For me, it has helped a great deal because [it’s so 
interactive],” Jennings said. “A lot of my students who 
struggle with Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD) or who 
have ‘distractibility’ issues have found it to be helpful 
because the slides change every couple of minutes and 
there’s video, animation and color.”

She said these SmartBoard features help refocus 
students who otherwise have trouble paying attention. 

“I think technology is a tool that should support the 

The Technology Race

I think technology is a tool that should 
support the best practices that are 
already in place; a Smartboard certainly 
isn’t going to fix a poorly-run classroom, 
but it does enhance what we’re already 
doing very well.

UAHS TeACHeR emily JenningS

Tinged with Age

Crumbling over time
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due to the age of the building’s material.
“I’m very allergic to dust and house mold,” Raykovich 

said. “When at school, my allergies are considerably worse. 
The high levels of dust and mold in the school give me 
symptoms that are like a year-round cold.”

According Hamman, the Health Department inspects 
the building annually for potential health risks, and 
although there have been only suspected risks with mold 
and air quality, Hamman said the air filter systems are 
maintained and rotated four times a year.

“We are never going to be able to eliminate dust 
from any facility, whether it be the school or our personal 
homes; we just have to try to keep everything as clean 
as possible,” Hamman said. “I think a lot of the time, 
[sickness] in the school has to do with the sheer number 
of people in the school, bacteria and close quarters rather 
than problems with the physical facilities.”

As UAHS continues to age, officials struggle to improve 
the building in order to prevent UAHS students and faculty 
from experiencing problems similar to those of GHHS.

In light of all the problems caused by UAHS’s age, 
Craft said the best thing the district can do is to continue 
making small improvements. No radical change can be 
made because of the student body size.

Currently, UAHS has approximately 1900 students. 
Craft said this is why there is only one high school.

“When you’ve got over 2000 kids, that’s when you’ve 
really got to look for another high school,” Craft said.

This is why members of UAHS must continue to deal 
with the problems age will surely bring to the building.

“We want to make some incremental changes—some 
improvements as we go along so that every year we see 
some slight changes so that 10 [or] 15 years from now, 
the buildings are in better shape than they are now, 
functionally, educationally, aesthetically,” Craft said. 

With the money granted by the November levy, Craft 
said the administration will be able to make small changes 
to improve the school.

“You’ll see incremental steps similar to those kinds of 
things we’re going to be doing to make sure our air quality 
is top notch, that our roofs are watertight so that we’re not 
getting leaks and molds and all those kinds of things,” Craft 
said. “When we prioritize our projects, it’s always going to 
be safety [and] security first and then education second. The 
other considerations are all below those two.”

Even if these small changes are made, Craft said 
UAHS will never be like some newer schools such as 
Hilliard Davidson and New Albany. However, similar 
to the small steps in the advancement of technology, 
with these steps the administration hopes to enhance the 
educational experience for students.

“I feel that anything that we do in terms of helping 
with the physical environment affects the educational 
environment,” Craft said. “We hope to see gradual 
improvements so that 10 years from now, when you walk 
through our high school, you really will see a difference. 
It’s not going to be a revolutionary change; it’s going to be 
evolutionary—step-by-step. You’re definitely going to see 
some improvements in the district.”

Against the tide of time

even though UAHS is currently below the number of students 
required to build a new high school, it faces problems with 
the amount of space available. 

One problem that concerns students is the insufficient parking. 
Currently, reserved parking spaces for students on school property 
are only available to the senior class.

“it’s been a long-standing problem,” 
Craft said. “The parking lot has been there 
since 1970, when students began driving in 
large quantities. i do not know that there is 
any plan right now to increase the number 
of parking spots. because it really becomes 
a question of, do you take away more field 
or do you take away athletic space.”

Craft said the lack of space in UAHS 
can also be seen through the insufficient 
number of classrooms.

“we have several science classes being 
taught in non-science classrooms,” Craft said. 

UAHS teacher phillip lampe said this problem is of great concern.
“Sometimes, they put more students than the maximum capacity, 

and that can range anywhere from inconvenient to a safety hazard,” 
lampe said. “[Also] we [science teachers] frequently have to work out 
our schedules, like ‘Are you going to be in the lab these days? because 
if you are, i’m going to have to move my class to the other room.’ So it’s 

like an interlocking puzzle as far as when we can use the lab space.”
Another school facing this problem is Hilliard Davidson High School, 

which has over 2000 students. HDvHS counselor Jeff Cadwallader said 
the school added five modulars as extra classroom space as a solution.

However, these modulars will be gone once the district builds its third 
high school, Hilliard bradley, which is set to open in the fall of 2009. 

meanwhile, UAHS built psuedo-classrooms out of bookshelves in 
the lC in order to solve its problem of overcrowding. Craft said these 

were constructed in 2006 when the school had 
more than 2000 students. However,  currently, 
even with less than 2000 students, these areas 
are still being used for tutoring.

“we’d like to formalize these classrooms so 
that we can use them more efficiently,” Craft said.

However, eSl teacher mary mak said this open 
classroom is at times beneficial because students 
feel comfortable with the informal atmosphere.

“it’s really a place for people to feel comfort-
able in the school environment,” mak said. “it’s a 
good social-academic bridge.” 

nevertheless, like lampe, mak said having 
an official classroom would be nice to eliminate 

the issue of switching rooms.
“i would like to have our own room that we wouldn’t have to share 

[in the wARl classroom],” she said.
Although Craft said the administration is trying to devise a plan to 

alleviate the problem of overcrowding, for now only small changes 
can be made to cope with this issue. 

These modular units, two of five used at Hilliard 
davidson High school, are used as classrooms 
to alleviate overcrowding.
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Students, teachers feel the squeeze

we hope to see gradual 
improvements so that 10 
years from now, when you 
walk through our high school, 
you really will see a difference. 

pAUl CRAFT, 
UA exeCUTive DiReCTOR 

OF bUSineSS SeRviCeS
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After witnessing the recent success of New York  
Giants quarterback Eli Manning—winning 
the Super Bowl by defeating the previously 
undefeated New England Patriots— I couldn’t 

help but think what his older, and yes, significantly 
more successful brother Peyton was going through. As 
someone who has never been able to match the success 
of my  older brother at anything, I can only assume 
Peyton might be catching some heat from Eli. I know I 
would be delivering it faster than a Brett Favre spiral. 
     After being eliminated from the playoffs by the 
San Diego Chargers 24-28 in the AFC divisional 
round, Peyton and the almighty Colts were sent 
packing earlier than many expected. 

 Everyone expected a Manning to lead his team 
deep into the playoffs; they just didn’t expect it to 
be Eli. His first three seasons seemed to be straight 
out of a quarterback’s nightmare, filled with ghastly 
interceptions and countless fumbles. It made Giants 
fans question whether their quarterback was really 
a Manning, or whether he 
was simply adopted by the 
quarterback-rich family. (Their 
father Archie was a pro-bowler 
in 1978 and 1979.) 

Despite making the 
postseason every year except his 
rookie season, Eli has been under 
constant criticism by the oftentimes unruly Giants 
faithful. Now, with Eli winning his first Super Bowl 
in half the time it took his older brother, fans are 
finally beginning to give this very young quarterback 
the credit he deserves. For the first time, Eli is able to 
distinguish himself as his own player and rid himself 
of the constant comparisons to Peyton. 

While Eli is doing his best to downplay the fact 
that he has had more success in the playoffs this year 
than his brother, I’m sure that behind closed doors 

he is screaming “nanny 
nanny boo boo” with 
his tongue sticking out 
and his thumbs in his 
ears, repaying Peyton 
for all those times Mom 
and Dad went to his 
brother’s games instead 
of his.

Being overshadowed 
by an older sibling with 
superior athletic ability 
is nothing new to me. 
While the constant teasing 
and shoving didn’t exactly feel good, nothing was 
worse than my brother Eric, outperforming me on 
the field for all to see. Living in his shadow—Eric 
was a four-time All American in high school and is 
a current varsity athlete on the University of Notre 
Dame’s diving team—is a dark and lonely place. At 

one point I became so fed up 
with him that I actually thought 
I could beat him at his own 
sport of diving. 

I quit a week later. The water 
was too cold. So much for that idea. 

As my brother’s box of first 
place medals grew and grew, I 

became increasingly frustrated with my inability to 
match his success. After trying nearly every sport 
invented and going through all five stages of grief, I 
finally accepted the death of my dream. 

I’m sure Archie tells Peyton and Eli that he loves 
them both the same, or as my dad always jokes to 
me and my siblings, he hates us all the same. But if I 
ever have a kid that can beat his uncle at something, 
I know I will love him just a little bit more than my 
other children.

 His own 
MAnning: sometimes family rivalry

goes beyond the gridiron

m ITCH LEx, ‘09

For the first time, Eli is able to 
distinguish himself as his own 
player and rid himself of the 
constant comparisons to Peyton.

Support 
our school!

Join the 
UAHS PTO!
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Boys WresTLiNG: From left to right. 
Junior karic Cecutti begins his match 
against a westerville north opponent 
in the 119-lb. weight class. Senior 
captain brad brewer faces a westerville 
north opponent in the 125-lb. weight 
class. Junior kevin Drake attempts 
to pin his westerville north opponent 
in the 135-lb. weight class. Junior 
kyle Frost takes down his westerville 
north opponent in the 130-lb. weight 
class. The bears won the Jan. 10 meet 
against westerville north, 40-34.     

Boys BaskeTBaLL: Senior Colin 
Casey fights for the ball during the 
Jan. 29 home game against Thomas 
worthington. The bears lost 59-67.

ice hockey: Junior paul Teetor 
carries the puck up the ice during 
the Feb. 1 game against St. 
Charles. The bears lost 1-2. 

GymNasTics: Senior captain 
Casey babbit perfects her beam 
routine during practice. The team 
competed at OCCs Feb. 12.

Boys DiviNG: Senior captain Cameron 
Horner perfects his dives during team 
practice. The diving team competed 
yesterday for the state championship.
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Senior Captain
alex Benedick,

lacrosse
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Senior Captain 
Beth Loe,
swimming

Q: What 
do you 
enjoy about 
swimming?
loe: my 
favorite part 
of swimming 
is the 
relationships 

that you make with your 
teammates, and all the fun 
memories we have in the locker 
room and at the hotels.
Q: Do you think that you will win 
state again this year?
loe: we are a strong team 
coming back with almost all the 
girls from last year, so we should 
be very strong this year. we still 
will have to work very hard and are 
definitely not guaranteed anything. 
it will be exciting to be a part of 
[the team] the end of the year.

Q: What are 
your goals 
this year as a 
team?
benedick: 
Our goals are 
to win our 
fifth straight 
Ohio State 

Championship, to win our second 
straight midwest Championship 
and to go undefeated.
Q: What have you been doing 
to get ready for the upcoming 
lacrosse season?
benedick: i have been lifting 
three times a week, attending 
morning running two times a 
week, leading captains’ running 
two times a week, playing 
indoors, attending open gyms 
once a week and [playing] 
basketball once a week.  
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Stefany and Sam’s Art 
Show

Benefitting To Write Love On Her Arms

Hosted by Stauf’s Coffee Roasters
  March 7th     6-10 p.m.

All pieces included will be for sale

Can’t make it? No worries.
The show will be up at Stauf’s for the entire month of March.

You can make a donation directly to TWLOHA at their website:
www.TWLOHA.com
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F
reshman Lily Berry is not your average high 
school athlete. She spends her mornings 
toiling away in class, but in the afternoon 
she is not in Geometry or Designing with 

Materials like a typical student. Instead, Berry is on 
the racquetball court working to improve her game. 
Berry is an internationally-ranked racquetball player 
who, through hardwork and considerable skill, has 
achieved success in her sport. 

Berry’s road to success has been a long one. She began 
playing racquetball at Sawmill Athletic Club when she 
was only 6 years old.

“They offered free lessons, and I just fell in love [with 
the sport],” Berry said. 

With the help of coaches Gary Vanderson and Kerri 
Watchel, Berry improved her skill and advanced into 
national and international competitions within only a few 
years. Berry has attended racquetball nationals six times and 
world competitions twice, competing as far away as Bolivia.

In the past year Berry has achieved various awards in 
racquetball. She won the under-14 event in the Junior 
Olympics competition in Arizona with partner Aubrey 
O’Brien (a racquetball player from California) in June 
2007. This enabled Berry and O’Brien to qualify for the 
USA National team. Berry and partner Danielle Key 
are currently ranked fourth in under-14 doubles by the 
International Racquetball Federation. 

O’Brien said that she and Berry met two years ago 
during a doubles tournament.

“I played her in the semifinals of the tournament, and 
afterwards I asked her to be my doubles partner,” O’Brien 

said. “I played doubles with her this last year and we won 
a national gold title together and a bronze at [the Junior 
World Championships] in Bolivia.”

O’Brien said Berry is an impressive player with a high 
work ethic.

“Lily’s tough. She brings an attitude to the court 
that intimidates her opponents,” O’Brien said. “She’s 
more powerful than most girls her age that play at 
international tournaments, and she puts a lot of time 
and effort into her training.”

In 2007, the team competed in the Junior World 
Championships in Bolivia from Dec. 11 to Dec. 22.  
Berry and O’Brien won the bronze medal in the under-
14 doubles competition. Berry said she was content with 
her playing this year. 

“I’m very excited about my success this year,” Berry 
said. “I hope to improve and place higher [in the future].”

Berry and O’Brien are both members of the United States 
Racquetball team. The team has 18 members and competes 
against 15 different countries. 

Berry’s friend, freshman Emma Frair, said she was 
impressed by Berry’s determination and skill.

“She is always working hard [to improve her skills],” 
Frair said. “I think as long as Lily has a racquet in her 
hand she will continue to improve.”

Freshman Andrew Pottschmidt, another friend of 
Berry’s, said he thinks Berry sacrifices much time and 
effort to improve at her sport. 

“[It seems like] every weekend she is in a different 
state or country playing in tournaments, and she leaves 
school early everyday to go train,” Pottschmidt said. “I 
cannot imagine being that devoted to something.”

Berry also competes in professional racquetball events 
on the Women’s Pro Tour. Berry said that she enjoys 
various aspects of the sport, but especially the people. 

“The people are definitely my favorite part of 
racquetball,” Berry said. “I know almost everyone 
involved in the sport because it is so small.”

uA Freshman  
goes for the gold
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Created: in 1951 
by John Sobeck

Number of 
Players: 2 or 4 

equipment: 
Racquets, rubber ball, 
protective eye wear

Where 
Played: indoor 
racquetball courts, 
enclosed rooms with 
smooth walls and 
a receiving line and 
serving box.

Rules: The goal is 
to prevent the other 
player from being able 
to return a hit. There 
are no out-of-bounds 
areas on the court. 
The ball can hit any of 
the walls or the ceiling 
an unlimited number 
of times before hitting 
the front wall as long 
as it does not hit 
the ground. points 
are scored by the 
server if the ball is 
not returned by the 
opponent or if the 
ball hits the ground 
before touching the 
front wall. 

Freshman lily berry (left) poses 
with her doubles partner aubrey 
o’brien at the Junior world 
racquetball championships 
in bolivia last december. berry 
and o’brien placed third in the 
under-14 doubles competition.
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Racquetball

101
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end to writers’ strike means 

Hollywood’s most famous 

gold statues will make  

their annual appearance  

with the usual hoopla

On Feb. 24, the red carpet will be unfurled 
outside Kodak Theatre. Paparazzi will fight to 
capture snapshots of the world’s best-known 
celebrities, designer clothing will be paraded 

down the carpet, and most importantly, a general sense of 
relief will settle in Hollywood. The 80th annual Academy 
Awards avoided potential ruin caused by the longest 
writer’s strike in history, allowing fans to eagerly anticipate 
the event without fear of postponement.

The strike began Nov. 5, 2007 after writers and their 
employers failed to agree upon a new contract. It affected 
regular television programming for months, including 
sitcoms, reality television and televised award shows such as 
the Golden Globes.

On Dec. 17, 2007, the Writer’s Guild announced that 
they would not prepare any material for the Golden Globes. 

“The Writers Guild has notified the Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association and Dick Clark Productions that their 
requests for an agreement to allow writers to prepare 
material for the 65th Annual Golden Globe Awards show 
have been denied,” the statement read. 

This year’s Golden Globes, without writers in 
attendance or as presenters, was reduced to a press 
conference lacking its traditional flair. Given the fate of the 
Golden Globes, concerns regarding the Academy Award 
ceremony rose.

Junior Garrett O’Brochta said he debated whether the 
strike would affect the event. 

“The strike didn’t have much of an effect on the SAG 
(Screen Actor’s Guild) awards, so it might not have affected 
the Oscars,” O’Brochta said. “But then again, because of 
the strike, I doubted whether there would be anyone to 
accept the Best Screenplay award, and there weren’t any 
writers to write the Oscars’ script this year.”

Though consequences of the strike may be apparent 
in Hollywood, sophomore Meaghan Novi said she didn’t 
think the writer’s strike would cause the number of viewers 
to drop.

“If the writer’s strike continued, I think more people 
would have tuned in to see what happened,” Novi said.

O’Brochta agreed and said the Academy Awards are too 
important to viewers. 

“These awards are an important event to so many 
people,” he said. “I don’t think the strike could have 
overpowered the Oscars.”

The Academy Awards has assembled a strong fan 
base—junior Alexis Wang said she was adamant in her 
resolve to watch the 2008 Academy Awards even if the 
strike continued. 

“They’re entertaining and something I look forward to 
every year,” Wang said.

O’Brochta said he enjoys watching the awards because 
they highlight strong performances of the year.

Favorite nomination categories among students are 
usually Best Actor/Actress and Film of the year, Wang said. 

“I like those categories because I am more likely to 
know all of the nominees,” Wang said.

Novi said one of her favorite categories is Best 
Supporting Actor and Actress.

“The cast really makes the movie so I think it’s 
important that they’re honored,” Novi said.

Wang offered another reason to explain the popularity: 
the notoriety of the nominated films.

“I know a lot of upperclassmen saw Atonement and The 
Kite Runner because they were required books for school, 
and movies like Juno are very popular, ” Wang said. “When 
you’re familiar with what’s nominated, watching the Oscars 
is much more fun.” 

Familiar with the nominees, Wang predicted possible 
award winners this year. 

“I would like to see Atonement win Best Film because I 
thought it was really well done,” Wang said. “And I think 
Johnny Depp should win Best Actor this year.”

O’Brochta said he hopes to see Ellen Page win an 
award for her portrayal of Juno MacGuff. 

“So many people overlook comedic actresses when 
in fact, those roles can be harder than dramatic roles,” 
O’Brochta said. “The best actress should show variation in 
her work, and I think Ellen Page has done that.”

Though students may watch the awards with ideas 
concerning the winners, O’Brochta said the winners aren’t 
always predictable. 

“There’s always that one ‘trick’ winner that you never 
would have expected,” O’Brochta said. “And I’m sure there 
will be one this year, too.”

Now that drama surrounding the Academy Awards has 
subsided, viewers can focus on the onscreen drama. 

“I’ll be curious to watch the Oscars this year,” 
O’Brochta said. “All the tension surrounding the event 
should make it interesting.”
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M
att Reeves’ Cloverfield is this year’s 
fast-paced, albeit confusing, thriller. 
When looking for a movie that will 
leave you full of questions, Cloverfield is 

the answer. You may leave the theater asking: What 
was that monster, anyway? And why did we only see 
small parts of it for fractions of a second? …What 
was that movie about?
      Cloverfield is shot as if one of the characters 
is holding a camera and is documenting an 
attack on New York City. The monster, when 
seen briefly in shaky shots, has features that 
could make it a half spider, half whale. The 
camera follows a circle of friends in their early 
20s trying desperately 
to save one another 
and evacuate the city 
before it is “hammered 
down” by the military 
in an attempt to kill 
the monster.

The home-video style of the film conveys the 
emotion of the characters in a raw, hard-hitting 
manner that would have been otherwise missed. 
There are several sequences when the camera is 
seemingly dropped to the character's side as they 
must run from the monster. Although the footage is 
shaky, it is possible to understand what is happening.

The plot and cinematography are what make 
Cloverfield most appealing. Aside from a few scenes in 
which the characters must scream in pain or despair, 
the acting is mediocre.
      If you can keep up with the quick pace of the 
unconventionally-shot film and you do not mind 
leaving some plot points a mystery, Cloverfield can 
be a thrilling, yet bewildering movie experience.

S
omehow, when you throw a hamburger 
phone, a girl who smells like soup and 
a dozen pairs of yellow shorts together, 
you get the quirky film that is Juno.

      Ellen Page’s embodiment of the main 
character mixed with the bitingly-witty dialogue 
makes the film both humorous and enjoyable. 
She is charmingly offbeat with everything she 
does, whether it be stuffing a mailbox with 
Tic Tacs or intentionally dumping a slushee 
in an urn for revenge. Instead of simply 
announcing that she is in labor, Juno shouts, 
“THUNDERCATS ARE GO!” In place of a 
simple “Be quiet” she declares, “Jeeze, Banana, 
shut your frickin’ 
gob, okay?” She is 
clearly not a typical 
teenager, and audience 
members will adore 
her sharp and amusing 
commentary while 
appreciating her surprising maturity with heavier 
subjects throughout the movie.
      Juno’s quirkiness provides a fresh view 
of the sometimes glossed-over topic of teen 
pregnancy. The film’s humor does not belittle the 
seriousness of the topic, and Juno’s family shows 
unconditional love and support for her in her 
decision to put her unborn child up for adoption.

The Oscar-nominated soundtrack showcases 
songs from indie artists such as Kimya Dawson 
and the Moldy Peaches. The intricate and snappy 
lyrics fit the overall quirky feel of the film.

The music, along with spot-on acting and 
character development, makes the Golden 
Globe- and Oscar-nominated film a must-see.

A
side from being the reunion for what 
seems to be the entire adult cast of Harry 
Potter, Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of 
Fleet Street is a complex film. The bulk of 

the black comedy musical consists of fountains of 
blood and cannibalism.

Although gruesome, the film is highly enjoyable 
for those with strong stomachs. Set in 19th century 
London, the film tells the tale of an emotionally 
traumatized barber, Sweeney Todd (Johnny Depp), 
who teams up with the eccentrically creepy Mrs. 
Lovett (Helena Bonham Carter) to make the best 
meat pies in the area.

The cast is made up of such esteemed actors as 
Alan Rickman, Timothy 
Spall and Sacha Baron 
Cohen. The superb 
acting draws the viewers 
into the plot, especially 
with Todd’s grief over 
losing his wife and rage 
toward the malicious Judge Turpin (Rickman) who 
stole his wife away.

Making meat pies seems to be an innocent 
endeavor, but the process involves Todd slitting 
the throats of those who sit in his barber chair, 
upon which he pulls a lever which conveniently 
dumps the bloody body through a hole in the 
floor and into the basement to be... well, readied 
for consumption.

Additionally, who knew such famous actors 
could sing? Depp surprises all with his pleasantly 
rich vocals, while Carter’s voice is chillingly sweet. 

Sweeney Todd: The Demon Barber of Fleet 
Street is overall a successful and fantastically 
executed musical-to-movie adaptation.

With the Oscars and Golden Globes, the beginning of the year is always a busy time for movie 
theaters. Look below for suggestions on which movies to see—and which to forego.

big Screen Scores
lARA boNNER, ‘09

sweeney Todd Juno Cloverfield

mOVie: Sweeney Todd
mPA RAtiNg: R
geNRe: musical
RAtiNg:  (out of 4)

mOVie: Juno
mPA RAtiNg: pg-13
geNRe: Comedy/Drama
RAtiNg:  (out of 4)

mOVie: Cloverfield
mPA RAtiNg: pg-13
geNRe: Thriller
RAtiNg:  (out of 4)
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▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪
 ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪

 ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪

▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪
 ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪

 ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪ ▪

Sweeney Todd
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VoICE

A n open letter to the President 
of the United States, George 
W. Bush:

Dear Mr. President,
Thank you for granting me 

a moment of your time and rest 
assured that you will be able to 
return to the regularly scheduled 
rodeo in just a few minutes.

I have previously been hesitant to 
contact you, because I know that you 
are a very busy man, but I have an idea 
that I believe will change life on our 
entire planet. This is because my proposal 
will result in nothing less than total and 
permanent peace on Earth. 

When it all started, my clock was showing 3:42. 
(Incidentally, people have been telling me for the past two years 
that it's broken. Reasonable minds can differ.) Anyway, several 
minutes prior (I would say, at approximately 3:42) a peculiar 
process occurred in the stratosphere. Several microscopic 
particles of dihydrogen monoxide joyfully condensed to form 
a plethora of hexagonal crystals that descended onto Earth. In 
other words, it snowed.

 The precipitation continued, and by 3:42 the world had changed. 
A soft blanket of pristine white snow concealed the land. 

The general population could not care less about those 
beautiful snowflakes. The primary function of snow is to provide 
us with a snow day, and by 3:42 it was pretty clear that this 
wasn't happening. Since it had failed to fulfill its main purpose, 
snow was just a nuisance and essentially worthless—or so one 
would think. 

You see, Mr. President, every object has a secondary use. 
When cows cannot give milk anymore, we eat them. When 
we're done reading a book for English class, we use it for 
kindling. And when snow does not get us a snow day, we make 
it into snowballs. These are defined by the American Heritage 
Dictionary as a “a ball of packed snow, especially one made for 
throwing at other people for fun.” 

Few publications are as restrained and unemotional as a 
dictionary, but it seems that even it has a soft spot for snowball 
fights. I am sad to report that this soft spot is not shared by our 
school administrators. In fact, countless attempts at a snowball 
fight have been ended in their infancy by too-vigilant staff. 
Apparently, snow is a danger to ourselves and others. 

But, Mr. President, the school administrators are profoundly 
wrong. Snow is a solution to all our problems. The world would 
become infinitely better if, instead of using fists and guns, we 
resolved our differences with snowball fights. It would be a 
world without war, without life-threatening conflict, without 
death and destruction. 

Mr. President, as you are undoubtedly realizing, America 
would be well served to convert to snowball fights. After 
annexing Canada, we would control a virtually unlimited supply 
of ammunition. And a standing army would not be necessary—
we would be defended by a reserve force consisting of students 
and semi-professional dodgeball players. 

So I urge you, Mr. President. Stow away our rifles. Dismantle 
our nuclear weapons. And convert our tanks to SUVs. A cold 
front is moving into Washington D.C., and there's a 70 percent 
chance of precipitation.

GuEST CoLuMNIST 
NATHAN MALKIN, '09

Columnist “leaps it up”

My grandpa’s 20!”
The first time i heard my friend 
say this, i was quite shocked.

“That’s bAlOney,” i said.
However, it was not, in fact, baloney. 

it was leap year, doing its magic.
The reason my friend’s grandpa 

has had only 20 birthdays is that he 
was born on a day which only comes 
around once every four years.

And guess what folks? 2008 is a 
leap year. That means there are not 365 
but 366 wonderful days in 2008. The 
extra day is none other than the blessed 
Feb. 29. For those who are not calendar-

savvy, the extra day is used to keep the calendar year synchronized 
with the seasonal year. it is helpful in preventing the Fourth of July 
parade from being held in the snow.

even though leap day seems to be ignored by the 
common citizen, it is something i get pumped up about. The 
only people i know who get as excited about leap year as i 
do are the residents of Anthony, Texas. it is in Anthony that a 
leap year Festival takes place every, well, leap year, drawing 
in thousands of people from all over the world.

but if you do not feel like catching a flight to Texas to get 
your fill of leap year fun, never fear. That is the beauty of 
February 29.

when you think of any other “holiday,” usually a few 
activities/objects come to mind. For example, Christmas 
and Santa come hand-in-hand, as does valentine’s Day with 
hearts and candy. leap day, however, is not associated with 
anything. you are free to celebrate leap day however you 
choose. personally, i will be leapin’ it up by having a party, 
which i will call my “leap Day extravaganza.” naturally, 
balloons and cake will be involved, because what is an 
extravaganza without balloons and cake?

it is especially excellent if you know someone who was 
born on leap day, because that means double the party. i have 
always been jealous of people with leap day birthdays. i do not 
know any “leapers” personally, unless you count my friend’s 
grandpa… but we do not hang out much.

Think about it, though; this year, some sophomore 
somewhere is turning 4. That is awesome. i would love to be 
able to say, “Hey, i’m 4 years old!” The best time of my life was 
when i was 4. i wish i had been old enough to enjoy it.

Despite its complexities, leap day should definitely be 
more widely celebrated. i am so sick of hearing about lame 
holidays like Thanksgiving. leap day is four times more 
special because it only comes around every four years, kind 
of like that one comet. except that is 72 years. So never 
mind that.

but anyway, i am sure you would rather celebrate 
leap day over giving thanks for Christopher Columbus, or 
whatever the heck Thanksgiving is for. See, you have to be 
more educated on these matters to fully understand the 
beauty of leap day (and i am obviously veRy educated).

There is not much time left before the big day, so plan 
your extravaganzas pronto and remember to spread the love 
of the leap, baby.

LARA boNNER, ‘09

war and peace (and snowballs)

“
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Nose-Goes: making high school, life easier                                                                                      

I
t all starts with an undesirable task:

“who’s going to give my grandfather 
a sponge bath?”

And it ends with a game 
unprecedented in wit and motor skills:

“nOSe-gOeS!
i personally came across the nose-

goes phenomenon about a year and a 
half ago, and since familiarizing myself 
with the basic rules, have learned the 
game inside and out. However, it has 

recently come to my attention that 
some students at the high school 
are not familiar with the game. For 

example, two weeks ago in Spanish—upon deciding which amigo 
was to be designated the group presenter—we called nose-goes. 

“what’s nose-goes?” asked pedro naively.
Obviously, i was appalled. 
i believe it is my duty as a journalist and upstanding citizen to 

expose the beauty of nose-goes to the school.
For those who are not aware, nose-goes is a game played when 

a task pertaining to a group is assigned. One member of the group 
may call nose-goes and touch their forefinger to their nose, and 
every group member must follow. The last person to touch his or her 
forefinger to his or her nose loses and must complete the task.

Since i have mastered all the methods of effectively playing the 
nose-goes game, i have determined that every person at UAHS 

should be aware of a few tricks to play more effectively.
To be the best nose-goes player possible, the first thing one must 

know is to always be on the lookout for various types of competitors 
in the vicinity. being familiar with the three sneakiest types of players 
will enhance one’s chances of mastering the game:

1. The excessive nose-goer: nose-goers who call the phrase in 
any and every situation      . be on the lookout for these creepers.

2. The Cocky nose-goer: The nose-goer who is less than 
modest about their winnings. Usually the “in-your-face” type of 
character who likes to rub it in when you lose.

3. The Silent nose-goer: possibly the worst of the three. These 
deviants call nose-goes simply by touching their forefinger to their 
nose without calling out the phrase.

knowing different types of players is only a small part of increasing 
your chances of winning, however. playing the game masterfully also 
means knowing how to make the tricky call when a tie occurs. in the 
event of a tie, there are two options.

One way to settle a tie is to call a “jig,” where the two people who 
tie have to dance until one runs out of enthusiasm. but seeing as how 
most people are not great at dancing, my proposal is to call a rap-off, 
where the players have to have a freestyle rap battle. The winner 
would be decided by the remaining players.

The last thing everyone should know about nose-goes is that it 
is always important to honor the game. never refuse to abide by the 
nose-goes rules. nobody likes a sore loser!

now who’s going to give my grandfather a sponge bath?
(you know what to do ... )

T
he scheduling season is upon us, and as 

students are eagerly flipping through their 
course booklets, they may notice various 
changes in the curriculum. Some courses, 

such as chemistry and global languages, which 
were blocked in the past, are now unblocked. 
In addition to unblocking classes next year, the 
freshman class will be divided into houses. The 
intent of unblocking classes and adding houses 
to the freshman class is to make scheduling easier 
and to smooth the transition from middle school 
to high school. However, the disadvantages of the 
changes will outweigh the advantages. 

First, various classes require more time in 
order to firmly cement the concept being covered 
that day. In chemistry, for example, it is often 
necessary to conduct experiments that take 
more than one class period to complete. When 
blocked classes are eliminated, some labs will 
also have to be eliminated or altered, which may 
affect students’ ability to grasp the material. Also, 
in global language classes, it may be difficult 
for students to understand or remember new 
information taught in classes without time to do 
an activity to practice the material.

Second, the removal of blocked classes for 
certain subjects will impede some students’ 
abilities to take the classes they want. For 
example, if students start a language late and 
decide they want to continue into the honors 
level, they will not have enough time to do so 
before graduation.

Along with the addition of unblocked classes, 
other changes next year will affect students’ 
experiences at the high school. Starting next year, 
freshmen will be split into five houses, with four 
teachers in each house. 

This change is an effort to make the transition 
from middle school to high school easier for the 
incoming freshmen. 

Instead of making the freshman class feel 
welcome, however, the change will keep the 
freshmen isolated from the rest of the school 
and from their peers. Freshmen will feel less a 
part of the school because they are being treated 
differently than upperclassmen. Forcing the 
freshman to submit themselves to another year of 
middle-school mothering is belittling. 

Along with separating the students from 
their peers, treating them as if they were young 

children may alter their abilities later in high 
school when they have to take higher-level courses 
with larger, more diverse age groups. 

Although the administration had good 
intentions when making the changes to the 2008-
09 curriculum, unblocking classes and adding 
freshman houses are unnecessary modifications 
that will benefit few.

k IM wEISENbERGER, ‘09
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Got Acne?  Got Hair?
Have Dr. Gross 

answer all of your questions 
to the secrets of beautiful skin.

Call About Face Cosmetic Therapy Center!
1918 Bethel Road Columbus, OH 43220  •  614-457-0448  •  www.aboutface-ctc.com
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