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Arlingtonian is a student-produced newsmagazine published approximately 
every four weeks by Journalism III-A students at Upper Arlington High 
School. The publication has been established as a public forum for student 
expression and for the discussion of issues of concern to its audience. It 
will not be reviewed or restrained by school officials prior to publication or 
distribution.  

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student expression, the editorial board, 
which consists of the staff’s top editors, will determine the content of the 
newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore, material may not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions or policies of Upper Arlington school officials.  

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, guest columns and news 
releases from faculty, administrators, community residents, students and the 
general public. The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the right to with-
hold a letter or column and return it for more information if it determines the 

piece contains items of unprotected speech as defined by this policy. 
As a public forum, all letters and columns meeting the above criteria will 

be posted in full on the Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.com for a 
minimum of four weeks.  Arlingtonian and its staff will strive to publish only 
legally protected speech following the legal definitions for libel, obscenity 
and invasion of privacy. 

The staff will also refrain from printing stories that create a material disrup-
tion of school activities. Because the Arlingtonian staff will determine content of 
the publication, it will therefore also take complete legal and financial responsibility 
for what is printed.Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a story solely on the 
basis of possible dissent or controversy. 

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing and production costs 
through advertising sales, subscription sales and other fundraisers. The editor 
or co-editors shall interpret and enforce this editorial policy.
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Pproducing the second issue of 
Arlingtonian has been an experience that 
can be described as trial and error. 

the only experience i can relate it to 
was my first time driving a car, instead 
this time it was a much larger car with a 
lot more people under my responsibility. 
Just like my first time behind the wheel, i 
approached my new responsibility with a 
mixture of trepidation and excitement. 

luckily, my staff once again impressed 
me from day one. From brainstorming 
to making layouts, they tirelessly worked 
to finish another issue. it wasn’t all work 
though. in fact, Arlingtonian is the one 
class where the staff can relax and bond 
all while working together to achieve a 
common goal.

this issue was marked by many firsts. 

Leah Johnston
leah Johnston, editor in chief

“We always appreciate 
feedback from our readers”

it was the first time we featured a 
spotlight on video gaming, a topic 
on which i, for one, am no expert. i 
learned many new expressions like 
“pwning” and “camper” and began to 
understood the appeal of the Halo 
franchise. From upcoming concerts to 
fun, fall activities to a column on horror 
movies, the season of Halloween and 
harvesting was the topic of the issue. 
in the school, several possibilities are 
being considered for later in the school 
year or the next. Honors classes may 
receive reprieve passes, and juniors may 
get the privilege of open study hall, an 
issue that created heated discussion 
in Arlingtonian. But i won’t give all the 
details of this issue.

i’d like to bring attention to our 
updated website, which allows readers 
to comment on stories. we always 
appreciate feedback from our readers, 
so please comment on the website and 
let your voice be heard.

As i continue to steer Arlingtonian 
down the road of another school year, 
i can only hope the road does not 
have too many bumps ahead. Here’s to 
smooth driving and another amazing 
year of Arlingtonian.
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possibility of open study hall leaves juniors in suspense

A
Unresolved opportunity
mariapaskell ’11

All high school students dream of senior privileges, such as having 
a parking spot, leaving school for Capstone, or finishing the school 
year before everyone else. Now juniors may be experiencing one 
of these perks a little sooner than expected. Although undecided, 
principal Kip Greenhill said he is considering the possibility of open 
study hall for juniors.

Greenhill said the school has a job of teaching students lessons 
beyond the mandatory curriculum.

“I want our students to be well-prepared 
for life beyond high school,” Greenhill said. “I 
believe we have a responsibility to teach more 
than just academics. We must teach [students] 
lessons outside of the classroom.”

Although Greenhill said this idea might be 
controversial, his thought is to give students 
independence so they learn how to handle it 
now in order to be better prepared for life after 
high school.

“When kids go to college, the trouble always comes in their free 
time and not knowing how to handle it,” Greenhill said. “We can 
teach them how to handle this free time.”

Junior Ameya Deshmukh said  he believes juniors should be 
allowed to experience this kind of freedom.

“Juniors and seniors should solely be given the open study hall 
option because not only do we drive our own cars,” Deshmukh said, 
“but we are mature enough to handle such a big responsibility.”

However, senior Amy Kandel takes the opposing position. 
She said the open study hall does not always allow for the best 

study environment.
“Closed study hall creates an environment where homework and 

studying are easy to work on,” Kandel said, “where as open study hall 
[creates an alternative] in which people sometimes leave or socialize 
with their friends.”

Kandel said open study hall should only be for seniors, as they 
have more responsibilities requiring them to leave campus.

“Open study hall allows students to leave and accomplish 
work, such as college applications they may 
otherwise not be able to work on during 
school,” Kandel said.

Along with the students, teachers would 
also benefit from the change, as they would 
have fewer study halls to monitor.

 “I want our teachers to assign a lot of writing 
to the students. This means you have to give 
them time to grade this writing,” Greenhill said. 

“By opening study hall, this will free some teachers’ periods to grade.”
However, this privilege will come with certain restrictions, similar 

to those of seniors. Students must still uphold their responsibilities.
“You must be taking at least six classes and cannot be failing 

anything, but I want to open it up to everyone, so I would not get into 
looking at grade point averages,” Greenhill said. “Everyone needs to 
learn how to manage freedom.”

With the idea yet to be brought to the attention of teachers 
and restrictions in need of finalizing, Greenhill said, this privilege 
would most likely not be implemented until late in the school year, 
if at all.    

“
“we are mature enough 

to handle such a big 
responsibility.

Junior ameya Deshmukh
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noahgrumman ’12

Carsonie’s Stromboli and Pizza Kitchen
-Price: $8-12 for an entrée
-Distance: two minutes by car* to lane Avenue location

with bright red umbrellas and prominent outdoor seating, the 
new carsonie’s Stromboli and pizza Kitchen on lane Avenue is 
difficult to miss.

carsonie’s, located at ritter’s previous spot, gives the 
customer a choice: the classic option of pizza, or pizza’s lesser 
known cousin, Stromboli. while slightly greasy, the original 
Stromboli, priced at $8.95, is a delicious shell of crust stuffed 
with cheese, pepperoni, and sausage to be dipped in a marinara 
sauce. the stromboli and pizza are made from scratch, which 
means a longer wait but presumably fresher food. vegetarian and 
chicken options of the Stromboli are also available.

carsonie’s offers treats such as tiramisu priced at $4.95, and 
the elephant ear, priced at $3.95, a huge, delicious slab of fluffy 
fried dough covered in cinnamon sugar and dipped in chocolate.

the only catch: carsonie’s does not open until 4 p.m. so 
lunch is not an option.

five guys Burgers and fries
-Price: $2-6
-Distance: Seven minutes by car* (expected to open in
november) to 1004 west 5th Avenue, grandview location

the name gives a clear idea of what to expect at Five guys 
Burgers and Fries. not variety, because there is little more 
on the menu than variations of the burger and defintely not 
ambience, because the walls are decorated mostly by burger 
reviews and awards.

customers come to Five guys Burgers and Fries for one 
reason—an unbeatable burger and fries. Simply taking a bite, 
something is noticeably different from the average fast food 
restaurant. the difference is the promise of fresh, never frozen 
burgers cooked right in front of you, topped with a delicious 
bun and 15 different free burger toppings.

the fries are similar. Made from only idaho potatoes, they 
are delicious, salty, and don’t feel too greasy. they are a nice 
change of pace from the thin, and often fake-tasting fast-food 
restaurant fries.

By simply walking into Five guys Burgers and Fries, it is 
obvious that it is not attempting to be orthodox fast-food. 
waist-high sacks of potatoes line the route to the cash register, 
and open boxes of unshelled peanuts give the customer 
something to munch on as they order.

the decor is not what Five guys concentrates its efforts on. 
they simply focus on making honest, mouth-watering burgers 
and salty fries, at which they do an excellent job.

Pho asian Noodle House & grill
-Price: $5-8
-Distance: Five minutes by car* to 1288 w. lane Ave. location

the first impression of pho Asian noodle House and grill is not 
exactly positive. the lane Avenue location still evokes memories of 
the taco Bell it replaced with the cheap-looking brick exterior and 
low ceilings.

despite the less than impressive appearance, the food tells a 
different story. the multitude of options make ordering difficult, 
but the food is tasty, and made quickly. Food options ranges from 
vietnamese to thai to chinese, all delicious options.

though the atmosphere and interior are less than impressive, 
the food is worth trying.  the drive through allows customers to 
enjoy the food on the go, making this a desirable lunch spot.

Bruegger’s Bagels
-Price: $1-5
-Distance: two minutes by car* to lane Avenue location

the lack of bagel shops in Upper Arlington has been a long-
standing problem, but a solution is near with the arrival of 
Bruegger’s Bagels. Soon toasty and fresh-cooked bagels can 
be enjoyed at Bruegger’s newest location on lane Avenue.

variety is Bruegger’s greatest advantage. the options 
range from the plain bagel with plain cream cheese to 
Jalapeno bagel with Bacon Scallion cream cheese. with a 
total of 21 types of bagels and 13 different types of cream 
cheese, the options are practically endless.

the choices do not end there.  Also on the menu are 
baked goods including muffins, cookies and brownies, 
a variety of salads, and soups. For the morning meal, 
Bruegger’s offers a variety of breakfast sandwiches and 
coffee as well. But for those who prefer simplicity the classic 
plain bagel with plain cream cheese is still available, too. 

*according to googlemaps

new restaurants offer students 
more possibilities for lunchtime mealsGood Eats

map courtesty city of upperarlington
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“Shooting iCarly was a lot of  fun,” Borelli said. “And I liked the 
experience of working with people who are working actors”

After this role, Borelli’s luck and hard work paid off again with a 
recurring role in the USA Network TV show Pysch. This role features 
Borelli acting as the lead character, Shawn Spencer, at a younger age.

“I finished shooting Pysch not too long ago,” Borelli said. “It was 
exciting because I shot three episodes so I spent a lot of time on set.”

Borelli also said the auditioning process can be grueling and long, 
often taking several weeks before booking a part.

“I audition a lot and usually you find out the next day if they want 
you to come back for further auditions,” Borelli said. 

Borelli said he looks forward to continuing auditions and furthering 
his Hollywood career.    

Recent UAHS graduate Jake Borelli is setting his sights high and 
following his life long dream to be an actor in Hollywood. Borelli 
graduated UAHS in June 2009 and promptly left for Los Angeles to 
pursue a career in acting.

“I always knew I wanted to be an actor,” Borelli said. “And 
everything I did in high school and growing up was geared towards 
moving to Los Angeles.”

While there, Borelli found an agent and began auditioning for roles. 
After his first audition, Borelli booked his first acting role on the hit 
Nickolodeon TV show iCarly. 

S
emanalbash ‘10

good grades pay off
New trend in schools has 
administrators handing out cash to 
students who perform well in class. 
Such incentives have educators 
and students split in opinion.

Springtime is a season of renewal and growth that brings warm 
sunshine, blooming flowers... and for all Ohio sophomores, the Ohio 
Graduation Test.

Students typically do not look forward to taking this exam, so in 
the spring of 2007, principal Kip Greenhill offered a reward for all 
sophomores—if the class had the highest passing rate in the county, 
he would give each sophomore a $5 Chipotle gift card.

This incentive appeared to work, because at the beginning of the 
next school year, all former sophomores 
went home from school that day with a 
Chipotle gift card in hand.

In a growing number of schools in the 
United States, high scores on exams or 
report cards do pay off—literally. Some 
high schools in Illinois, Maryland and New 
York give students cash or prizes for doing 
well in school.

Each school differs in its policy of 
rewarding students, however. Leslie Postal, author of the Oct. 22, 2008 
Orlando (Fla.) Sentinel article “Cash Incentives for School Grades” 
wrote that high school students in Chicago are paid $50 for every A 
they receive on a report card, $35 for every B and $20 for every C. 
Other schools pay students for getting an A in an AP class, while some 
give money to students who get a four or above on an AP/IB exam.

Teachers and students have mixed opinions about the topic, but 
students who work hard in school are typically in favor of getting paid. 

Senior Leslie Schroer is in favor of the added bonus, knowing the 
incentive would reward her academic record.

“I feel like I am trying almost my hardest right now,” Schroer 

Shooting star
leahjohnston ‘10

said. “So I probably would not change that much, but [getting paid] 
definitely would be a nice motivator to keep going.”  

Greenhill, however, said he is opposed to the idea of paying 
students for their achievements for a number of reasons.

“I just do not like the idea that to do your best effort, you have 
to get paid. That is not the way the world is,” Greenhill said. “I think 
people have to motivate themselves from within.”

Although Greenhill did give students an incentive for the OGTs, 
he said this was different than paying students for good grades. 

“The OGTs was just a one-time thing,” said 
Greenhill. “[The incentive] made it more fun for 
the students.”

Despite the controversial practice of giving 
money to students, more schools are deciding to 
adopt this policy each year.

According to the Sept. 20 New York Times 
article “Cash Incentive Program for Poor 
Families Is Renewed,” by Julie Bosman, a group 

called the Manpower Demonstration Research Corporate will provide 
the funding to pay students at colleges in different states, including 
Ohio. The goal of the MDRC is to see how paying students for doing 
well in school improves their grades and attendance.

Schroer said that incentives may help her stay motivated, but 
overall, she remains neutral about the idea of getting paid for 
academic achievements.

“If the school can afford [to pay students,] I do not think it is a 
terrible thing,” Schroer said. “At the same time, students should take 
AP classes because of college credit or to challenge themselves, not 
necessarily to get paid.”       

““  i do not like the idea that to 
do your best effort, you have to 
get paid... i think people have to 
motivate themselves from within.

Principal Kip greenhill
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Fall Follies prepares to wow audiences

The choral department has been preparing through the 
summer and into the school year and the show is almost here. 
From Oct. 29 through Nov. 1, students will take the stage for this 
year’s Fall Follies production.

The theme this year is “Americana,” and 
will feature songs that celebrate the history 
and culture of America. All seven choral 
programs will perform, so viewers will see 
students from all four grades.

According to Kauffman, the theme 
is a little different than in years past. This 
theme will incorporate many different styles 
because the theme encompasses such a large 
history of time.

“There will be songs from the Revolution 
up to current day,” Kauffman said. “We’re trying to 
give the audience a musical sense of American history.”

In addition to the new theme, Kauffman said the show is trying to 
get back to its old roots.

“It was intended to be student led, so this year we [have] all 
student-led choreography and student run costumes,” Kauffman said.

To get the historic feel of the show, audiences will be treated to 

themed sets that go along with the mood that each song is intended 
to convey.

However, Kaufmann said the show this year is a little more 
dramatic in nature, so audiences will receive 
a history lesson before each song to explain 
its historical significance.

“Before every song, students will walk 
out and have a setup for the song. It will be a 
synopsis of its history,” Kaufmann said.

As a prospective audience member, 
expect to hear numbers like “Rocky Top,” 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band,” and “Oh 
Susanna.”  The playbill will also include many 
state songs.

Overall, Kaufmann says he expects 
a show consistent with the quality of 

performances in years past and hopes that audiences walk away with 
the same feeling of having been entertained and taught.

“Audiences will hear some new songs, but they will hear ones 
they recognize [too,]” Kauffman said. “But they will hear them 
in a new way and think about the time period of the song and its 
significance.”    

coreymcmahon ’11

photo courtesy choraldepartment

thursday, oct. 29 at 7:30
saturday, oct. 31 at 7:30
sunday, nov. 1 at 2:30

TThree words can be used to describe the  average teenager’s 
life—food, sleep and homework. Although school work can 
sometimes overwhelm students, 
AP/IB and now Honors classes have 
become a little easier. Beginning 
in the 2008-09 school year, UAHS 
implemented a policy of handing 
out reprieve passes to students 
enrolled in AP/IB classes. For every 
higher-level class a student takes, 
he or she receives passes that can be 
used twice per semester to push the 
due date of a test or paper back by 
one day, with the exceptions of presentations and group projects.  

Principal Kip Greenhill said the incentive behind reprieve 
passes is to relieve students of some of the pressures from AP/IB 
courses, thus encouraging more people to take them.

“All of us feel overwhelmed at times,” Greenhill said. “And 
[reprieve passes] are a way so that people do not get overwhelmed.”

While reprieve passes used to be reserved only for students 

taking AP/IB classes, this year that privilege will be extended to 
students in Honors courses as well.

Language arts teacher Nancy Volksen will be 
one of the teachers to start handing out reprieve 
passes to her Honors students this year. Volksen 
said she believes anything that encourages 
students to take risks is good, but she would 
rather talk to students face-to-face if they have a 
problem with a deadline.

“One or two [of] what I call ‘get out of jail 
free cards’ is fine, but I always like kids to talk 
to me,” Volksen said. “I think I will always favor 
students approaching me directly.” 

Greenhill said he hopes reprieve passes will encourage students 
who might otherwise be intimidated by advanced classes to 
consider taking them. 

According to IB coordinator Cynthia Ballheim, the number of 
students who enroll in AP/IB and Honors classes has grown since 
last year. With the recently added reprieve passes, this year that 
number may peak.      

“ “      All of us feel overwhelmed 
at times, and [reprieve passes] 
are a way so that people do 
not get overwhelmed. 

Principal Kip greenhill

extending the safety net 
emanalbash ‘10

reprieve passes will be given in honors classes, in addition to ap/ib classes
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photo courtesy margaretwunderlich

pax romana frontman, senior phil lindsay, performs 
in front of a crowd at the newport music hall. 

action
fall sports reach their peak as autumn 
weather brings slightly cooler temps

events
photo by brittanymiller photo by nicolewagner

oct. 7: field hockey takes on 
olentangy liberty at home 
at 7 p.m.

oct. 7: boys water polo battles 
saint charles at ua.

oct. 7: girls water polo plays 
at home against thomas 

worthington at 4:30 p.m.

oct. 8: the girls tennis  
team plays the final  
game of its season home  
against pickerington 
central at 4 p.m.

oct. 8: the girls volleyball 

team travels to olentangy 
orange to play at 5:30 p.m.

oct. 9: the football team 
looks to follow up its 
homecoming game with an 
away game at newark.

oct. 10: boys golf plays in 

the muirfield invitational 
at muirfield villiage golf 
course at 11 a.m.

oct. 10: boys soccer plays on 
home turf against st. francis 
desales at 3 p.m.
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We found these random pictures on the laptop.  
Basically we want lots of photo spreads like this

Q: why doesn’t fencing 
get more publicity?

esler:  Because it’s not 
mainstream, but it re-
ally should get more. 
it’s a really good time, 
and you’ll meet some 
great new people in 
fencing club.

Q: why should someone consider joining the 
fencing club?

esler:  it’s a ton of fun and a good workout. 
it’s mentally and physically demanding and 
stimulating. plus we’re coached by officer 
Stanko, who is really awesome.

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY:  Senior Laura Hoffman runs during a cross countray practice. 
The team will be running at the Thomas Worthington Eisenhart Invitational Oct. 10.

GIRLS VOLLEYBALL: Senior Kathy Chilikov sets the ball for her teammate, senior Emma 
Gargus.

BOYS WATER POLO: Junior Mikey Huntley holds the ball over his head after warding off a 
defender. 

GIRLS CREW:  A group of girls carries a shell towards the Scioto River. UA crew’s next 
regatta is the Columbus Fall Classic at Hoover Reservoir in Westerville Oct. 10. opinion

senior captain

DreW SaNDBO
boys soccer

Junior captain

iZZY eSLer
fencing

photo by brittanymiller

photo by nicolewagner

Q: what are your goals 
for the season?

Sandbo:  we want to 
win the occs this 
year and also win 
districts like we did 
last year.

Q:  what do you think 
is the team’s greatest 
strength?

Sandbo:  we have  good mix of guys to rely 
on.  All of our guys can play their positions 
very well. our greatest strength on the field 
is probably our defense.
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The Masterful Art of  PWNING
Junior drew sylvester works to take his videogame skills 
to the next level, hoping to some day play professionally

evansmith ‘11 & parijatjha ’11 

The main event has finally arrived—
bright spotlights shine from the ceiling as 
the players step into position. A hushed 
silence falls over the crowd. The tension 
is building, the sound of heart beats thud 
through fan T-shirts and the smell of sweat 
and anticipation fills the air.

Standing in the crowd waiting for the 
start of the day’s game is junior Drew 
Sylvester. He has toyed with the possibility 
of competing in the event. After all, 
Sylvester has the natural skills, as well as 
the smarts, to face off against any one of 
today’s players. 

The realm of Major League Gaming—a 
world of quick reflexes, on-the-fly strategy 
and heavy trash talking—is a difficult one. 
It is, however, an increasingly popular and 
rewarding outlet for gamers to take their 
skills to the next level. 

With the growing influence of video 
games on the lives of the modern-day 
teenager, students now balance school, 
work, extracurriculars and social lives 
along with their interest in video games.  

For Sylvester, the appeal of playing 
the video game Halo on the professional 
circuit is an aspiration just within reach—
if he has the dedication to make it.

 

From noob 
to nasty

 
Sylvester’s first experience with video 

games came when he was in kindergarten 
and his older brother received a Nintendo 
64 gaming console for Christmas. It was 
at that time Sylvester realized he was 

naturally skilled at playing video games. 
“I found that I could pick up and play 

just about any game and be instantly good 
at it,” Sylvester said. 

In 2001, when Sylvester was in third 
grade, the hit video game Halo: Combat 
Evolved (Xbox) was released, causing 
an international sensation. Receiving 
unanimous praise upon its release, the 
game puts the player in the role of a super 
soldier called  Master Chief whose mission 
is to help fight off a hostile coalition of 
alien forces known as The Covenant.

According to Sylvester, the main draw 
of Halo, other than its story line, is its 
intricate and well-developed multi-player 
mode. Players face off against one another 
in different maps, playing a wide variety of 
team based games, most notably the Team 
Slayer mode, in which two teams  attempt 
to outscore one another during a set time 
limit.

In 2004, three years after the release 
of Halo: Combat Evolved, its sequel Halo 
2 was released, again accompanied by 
widespread adoration and success.  

With the advent of Halo 2 also came 
the ability for gamers to play online by 
connecting their Xbox to an internet 
connection and purchasing an Xbox Live 
account. Halo 2 players were suddenly able 
to sit in their living room and compete 
against someone living across the world, 
all through the Internet. 

Sylvester, like many others, took part in 
the Halo craze.

“I loved Halo 2’s game play so I 
decided to buy an Xbox and bought Halo 
2 along with it,” Sylvester said. “I played 
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PWNING

photo by coreymcmahon

Juniors Jeff Shy and Drew Sylvester, and sophomore Morgan Harky 
concentrate on their game play during a match of Halo 3.  Sylvester’s 
headphones and mic help him to communicate with players around the world.  

photo illustration by nicolewagner and evansmith, background photo courtesy igN
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online and realized that I was actually 
pretty good, even against people from 
across the nation.”

With the success of both Halo: Combat 
Evolved and Halo 2, it was inevitable that 
Bungie Studios, the creator of the Halo 
series, was hard at work on the final game 
in the Halo trilogy. In November 2007, 
Halo 3 was released on the Xbox 360, and 
for the third time in the row fans lined up 
to get their hands on it, Sylvester included. 

“When Halo 3 came out I decided to 
upgrade to the Xbox 360 so I could get the 
new Halo game,” Sylvester said.  “I ended 
up playing a lot during the first month...
consequently I ended up getting really 
good, which spurred me to keep playing.”

  

Pro pwners
 
With millions of online Halo 

3 matches being played daily, the 
competition can get pretty steep. 
Players from around the world are able 
participate in tournaments, gain higher 
levels in the Halo community and if they 
are skilled enough, can gain access into 
the world of Major League Gaming.  

Beginning in 2002, Major League 
Gaming, or MLG, was originally a 
tournament organized by two friends, 
Sundance DiGiovanni and Mike Sepso. The 
duo travelled across the country, organizing 
the events and gaining a following amongst 
the hardcore gaming community. 

In the span of seven years, the league 
has gained international recognition. 
According to IGN, a video game resource 
website, MLG is currently the dominant 
video game league in the world. ESPN 
shows MLG highlights on TV, pro teams 
have endorsements and earn cash awards 
in the hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
Professional players are even gaining a 
celebrity status, especially in the online 
community. 

Known mostly by their Xbox Live 
nicknames, or gamertags, players such as 
Walshy (David Walsh), T-squared (Tom 
Taylor), Snipedown (Eric Wrona) and 
iGotUrPisto1a ( Justin Deese) are some of 
the central figures in the Halo MLG circuit.

To reach the level of these professionals 
requires skill, dedication and a little luck.  
When MLG came to Columbus, Sylvester 
was able to see firsthand the very best 

players the game has to offer.
“Going to MLG Columbus was a great 

experience,” Sylvester said. “I got to walk 
around and compare myself to some of the 
best players in the world, and I found out 
that my individual skill is just shy of that of 
the pros, but that with a little more work I 
could be right up there with them.”

 

The psychology 
of Pwning 

 
In the past few years, video games have 

risen in both sales and influence over 
the culture of the modern day teen. With 
the release of the Nintendo Wii, a game 
console designed for casual players, video 
games have gained popularity with a new 
audience: females. With the increased 
acceptance of video games, the overall 
culture has become more mainstream.

In an age where the nation is currently 
dealing with an economic recession, the 
video game industry seems to be immune 
to the recession, growing by 15 percent, 
according to the results of NPD, a sales 
and marketing research firm.

But not all are enthusiastic about the 
rising popularity of video games. Many 
parents suggest that video games are taking 
a central focus in the lives of their children, 
overtaking both school and extracurriculars. 

Peter Debellis, a parent of a UAHS 
student gamer, said that video games can 
often distract and preoccupy kids from 
their studies and responsibilities.

“Every kid is affected differently,” 
Debellis said. “The most important 

freshman Jacob farquer

“video games are 
a great way to 
just relax when 
there’s nothing 
else to do.  Also 
it’s a good way 
to put off doing 
homework.”

sophomore Hussein alkhatib

“i love how 
[video games] 
stimulate your 
senses, giving 
you that pump 
of adrenaline. it’s 
the perfect way 
to relieve stress.”

Junior emma frair

“i think they 
are a waste of 
time. people 
could be doing 
better things, 
like studying or 
preparing for 
college.”

senior  Hannah Craig

“people play 
video games 
too much. they 
can be fun, but 
i would much 
rather go outside 
and be active.”

Questio
n

a
n

sw
er

&

what is your 
opinion on 
video games?

The Xbox 360 controller  is a tool of 
destruction for serious Halo players. Its dual 
analog controller scheme is perfect for first 
person shooters games such as Halo 3.
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Senior quarterback Kyle cassady throws a pass in 
the Aug. 15 scrimmage against Bishop watterson.

thing is that they learn to balance their time 
properly and not let video games interfere 
with their lives.”

Junior Luke Treece, a varsity lacrosse 
player, notes the difficulties of balancing  
a heavy sports schedule, academics and a 
social life along with his interest in  
video games.

“During lacrosse season, lacrosse comes 
first, school second and in between when I 
find the time, I play [the video game] Call  
of Duty,” Treece said. “In the winter last  
year it affected my grades negatively,  
but that was because I was playing too  
much video games and not managing my 
time properly.”  

Additionally, according to multiple studies 
conducted by the American Psychological 
Association, violent video games can induce 
violent behavior in young kids  

“New information reveals that young men 
who are habitually aggressive may be especially 
vulnerable to the aggression-enhancing effects 
of repeated exposure to violent games,” said 
psychologist Craig A. Anderson.

In contrast, a nationwide study led by 
psychologist John M. Grohol, director of 
Psych Central, revealed that video games can 
increase business sense as well as many other 
practical skills.

“We found that professionals who grew 
up playing video games actually make  
better business people,” Grohol said.   
“They are more serious about achievement, 
more attached to the company they work 
for and the people they work with, more 
flexible and persistent problem-solvers  
and more willing to take only the risks that 
make sense.” 

 Sophomore Amira Hummer said she 
agrees that video games can have a positive 
effect on the modern teen. She says it is a 
fun and safe way to enjoy oneself during  
free time.  

“Some say that video games are a waste of 
time, and especially as a girl people think it 
is a little weird that I am a gamer,” Hummer 
said.  “But I do not care about it, because I 
think they are fun and entertaining and they 
keep me occupied.”

Scoping in on the 
future

 
While the overall opinion on video games 

is still mixed, Sylvester has found many 
reasons to continue playing. He is able to 
meet new people and enjoys the confidence 
boost video games offer.

“Everyone enjoys having something they 
are good at,” Sylvester said. “With video 
games, I have always had a knack for them, 
and knowing that I am good at something has 
really built up my confidence.”

While the possibility of making it to the 
professional circuit is currently viable for 
Sylvester, he said that real-life issues, such 
as the money it requires to travel to the 
various tournaments, as well as simple time 
constraints, are a factor in how far he decides 
to compete in Halo.

“I would love to play on the MLG circuit,” 
Sylvester said.  “However, school is still my 
number one priority.  And in order to be a 
part of the MLG circuit I would have to play 
a lot more than I do now. This November 
though, when the next MLG event is coming 
up, I will definitely think about participating, 
but I do not have any long-term goals for my 
Halo career.”

Whether or not Sylvester makes it to the 
professionals remains to be seen. However, 
it is clear that the affect of video games on 
today’s youth, whether that affect be positive 
or negative, is very real.  

“Playing Halo and following MLG has 
been an interesting experience for me so far,” 
Sylvester said. “It makes me realize how fast 
our culture is changing, slowly turning from 
traditional sports to electronic gaming and 
the Internet.  It is really eye-opening to see 
how much things have changed and I can 
only wonder what the future holds.”    

scrubbed:
to be defeated by your 
opponent, often in a manner 
that is especially embarrassing 
to you personally.

pwn:
pronounced pone, it means to 
destroy or utterly defeat your 
opponent—to “own”.

camper:
A player who skillessly hides 
out during most of the 
match, only popping out to 
get a surprise attack on his 
opponents; some find them 
annoying to play against.

double kill:
Killing two opponents in the 
span of five seconds.

triple kill:
Killing three opponents with 
no more than five seconds 
between each kill.

killing spree:
Five consecutive kills in a row 
without dying.

ninja:
A move in which one player 
jumps over his opponent’s 
head and then hits his 
opponent from behind, 
thereby both defeating and 
embarrassing said opponent.

nasty / dirty:
A quality of a gamer who is 
especially skilled.

Knowing the 
Lingo:

Commonly Used 
gaming terms



14 october 7, ’09 arlingtonianarlingtonian october 7, ’09

Free Note-taking Lined Paper from http://incompetech.com/graphpaper/notelined/

new kids on the block
the 2009-10 school year brings six fresh faces to the uahs faculty. 
these teachers and administrators share stories of their hobbies  
and interests inside and outside the classroom.

AAndrew Theado, an Upper Arlington native, has returned 
to his hometown for a career in teaching. Theado is back after 
graduating from Wright State University with a major in Biology 
and Environmental Science. 

He balances his passion for science with a love for sports.
Theado attended Bishop Watterson High School where he played 
football and baseball. In college, Theado continued playing 
baseball for the Wright State Raiders.

Theado has been teaching for seven years in two different 
school districts, including South-Western City Schools and 
Olentangy Local Schools.

When Theado is not grading quizzes and tests, he enjoys 
participating in outdoor adventure sports.

“I enjoy snowboarding and scuba diving,” Theado said.
Most of all, Theado said he is looking forward to upholding the 

tradition of excellence at UAHS.     

Name: andrew theado

Position: Science teacher

Name: Kim Hutson

Position: Multiple Disabilities teacher

Name: amy aspengren

Position: guidance Counselor

hannahjochem ‘10 & mariapaskell ‘11

photo nicolewagnerAndrew Theado

photo nicolewagner

Kim Hutson

Amy Aspengren
Amy Aspengren

photo brittanymiller

AAmy Aspengren is not only a new UAHS 
counselor, but she also balances her position 
with her role as a mom of twins. Aspengren 
previously worked at Gahanna Lincoln High 
School, but is already familiar with UAHS 
after participating in an internship.

“I was fortunate enough to have 
done my internship here a few years ago,” 
Aspengren said. “And I was amazed by the 
dedication and support that everyone gave 
to the students here.”

Aspengren grew up in Michigan, but 
attended a variety of universities in Ohio 
before finishing her schooling.

“I was a business major at Ohio University,” 
Aspengren said. “I received my Masters in 
Human Resources at Ohio State University and 

I received my Masters in School Counseling at University of Dayton.”
Aspengren’s interests include music, and she participated in the 

marching band while at Ohio University.
Aspengren said she looks forward to meeting people the most, 

whether it be staff or students.  

AA Buckeye through and through, Kim Hutson graduated from 
the Ohio State University last June, where she majored in Special 
Education. Hutson grew up in Mentor, Ohio, where she attended 
the largest high school in the state—Mentor High School. Her 
graduating class contained around 850 students.

During her time at Mentor High School, Hutson lived right by 
Lake Erie and frequently visited it.

“Lake Erie is at the end of my parent’s street [in Mentor],” 
Hutson said, “so I could walk to the beach and watch the sunset 
wherever I wanted.”

This is Hutson’s first year of teaching, but she said her team 
teacher, Julie Bango, helped her make a smooth transition to 
UAHS. Hutson did a placement at UAHS as a senior in college, 
shadowing the other M-D teachers and finding the students to be 
extremely driven to learn.

“I really wanted to teach a group of kids with that kind of 
motivation,” Hutson said.

 Together, Hutson and Bango teach a class of 13 students with 
varying physical and mental disabilities.

“I am looking forward to seeing my new freshmen walk across 
the stage at graduation,” Hutson said. “I will have been their only 
teacher here at UAHS and that will be the day that I know I have 
given them all the tools necessary to live an independent life.”    
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Name: greg Sullivan

Position: athletic Director

Name:  tom Cochran

Position: assistant PrincipalName: Matthew Middleton

Position: Wellness instructor

photo lbrittanymiller

photo nicolewagnerGreg Sullivan

Matthew Middleton

Tom Cochran

GGreg Sullivan, from Brooklyn, New York, has found his way to Upper Arlington to take on 
the position of Athletic Director. Sullivan’s interest in sports has been a lifelong passion , he 
played basketball and ran track in high school and continued basketball through college. Sullivan 
attended La Salle Academy in New York City for high school and went on to Brooklyn College 
where he received a bachelor’s degree in economics. Sullivan said he has held numerous jobs prior 
to becoming a teacher. 

“I think my most unique quality is that I have been lucky to have had a lot of interesting life 
experiences,” Sullivan said

Some of these jobs include a doorman on the Upper East Side of Manhattan, a deckhand on the 
Statue of Liberty Ferry, a college basketball coach, a commodity trader and a college professor. Now, 
he is on sabbatical leave from Otterbein College, where he is a professor in the Department of Health 
and Sports Science, to oversee the athletic department at UAHS.

When describing his work at Upper Arlington, Sullivan said his job consists of scheduling 
practice and game times, providing transportation, game management, hiring of coaches, and 
securing officials for games. 

Sullivan said he is excited for the sports season.
“I am looking forward to enjoying the games, matches and meets,” Sullivan said. “That is the 

best part for me, to see the athletes perform and do their best.”    

photo nicolewagner

UAHS proudly 
welcomes a four year 
lettermen in baseball 
from The Ohio State 
University. Matthew 
Middleton is the new 
Wellness instructor 
as well as the 
lifeguarding teacher.

Growing up in St. 
Paris, Ohio, where he 
attended Graham High 
School, Middleton was 
always an avid sports 
fan and participant.  

“I participated in 
football, basketball and 

baseball in high school,” Middleton said.  
Moving on to OSU, Middleton declared a major relating to his 

passion of sports—Sport and Leisure Studies with a concentration in 
Coaching and Sport Performance, he said.

Now married with three boys, Jace, Tate and Dax, Middleton hopes 
to simply add to the already existent Wellness program.

“I do not plan on making it that much different [rather] building on 
what is already in place,” Middleton said. “A new face and different way 
of doing things is not always a bad thing.”

Already feeling at home after just two weeks at UAHS, 
Middleton said he looks forward to seeing the smiles of students 
and faculty everyday.    

“I feel very humbled to be working at such a wonderful school,” 
Middleton said.

Tom Cochran enters the high 
school as a new assistant principal. 
Having taught for seven years and 
serving as an administer for the last 
five, Cochran has spent his time in 
several different school districts.

“I was an assistant principal at 
Reynoldsburg High School for 
the last four years,” Cochran said. 
“Prior to that, I was an assistant 
principal at Bloom-Carroll High 
School for a year.”  

Even with this past experience, 
Cochran said he still sees large 
differences between UAHS and 
the other schools he taught.

“The opportunities for students to 
design a curriculum tailored to their individual interests is 
unprecedented,” Cochran said. “I can speak from experience, 
that having that opportunity really gives students an 
advantage when they begin post-secondary careers or an 
educational journey.” 

Filling in the spot of Jay Powell, Cochran has taken over 
Powell’s previous responsibilities, although some changes have 
been made.

“Two of my biggest responsibilities are discipline and 
attendance for the senior class and master schedule,” Cochran said.

Cochran said he has been warmly welcomed to UAHS, which 
has aided to his transition to the district and the school.

“UAHS is always striving to better prepare students for the 
challenge of the 21st century,” Cochran said. “I hope that I can 
help further this process and continue to ‘raise the bar’ when it 
comes to providing the best education possible for all students.”    
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the cool, morning air and crunch of crisp leaves under students’ feet can only mean one thing: fall is here. 
the change of season brings students a variety of different activities to replace their summer fun.

right:
Seniors erin williams 

and clay Hall enjoy apple 
picking at lynd’s Fruit 

Farm. the farm is located 
in pataskala, ohio.

left:
this is an aerial 
shot of the Maize. 
it has been styled 
after lebron 
James.

Above:
How do you like them 

apples? lynd’s Fruit Farm 
features 16 different 

types of apples.

photos by emilypoole

photo courtesy themaize

T
PUMPKIN AND APPLE PICKING

the picture perfect fall day calls for pumpkin and apple picking, 
and there is no better place to visit than lynd’s Fruit Farm. the 
farm, located in pataskala, ohio, offers apple and pumpkin picking, 
as well as hayrides. For $14, 10-pound bags of apples are offered, 
and for $16, 20 pound bags. the 500-acre farm crosses over 
three different townships and harvests over 150,000 bushels of 
apples a year.

Another family favorite venue, circle S Farm in london, 
ohio, introduces its fall fun days. though most of the activities are 
oriented towards younger children, people of all ages will enjoy 
hayrides, pumpkin picking and a gourmet bakery. the fun days 
continue through oct. 31 and admission is $8.

CORN MAZE

AAnother fall favorite—corn 
mazes, provides an adventure 
along with a challenge for every 
age. luckily for students, the world’s 
largest maze company,  the Maize, presents one of its creations 
near little darby creek in Milford center, ohio. in honor of one of 
basketball’s biggest stars, the maze is designed to look like lebron 
James dunking a basketball. the maze is located on a nine-acre plot 
of a 125-acre farm, offering hours of entertainment for $8.
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a creepy operating room within minutes.  
According to the terrorfest website, “this state of the art 

attraction puts you into the demented nightmares of one of the 
nation’s first serial killers.”

the legend of the real murderer is brought back to life 
through the Brewery Butcher, using the crazed villain as the 
central scare. this 20 minute attraction will cost $17 and give 
enough scares to last all fall. 

alisongilbert ’11 & zoeywhitmeyer ’10
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HAUNTED HAPPENINGS

Iif a spooky experience sounds more appealing, then a 
haunted house is sure to please. the Haunted Hoochie 
in pataskala, ohio, offers a Halloween scare. this spookie 
attraction is designed to make you feel as if you are in an 
abandoned amusement park, making it a truly frightening 
experience for all.

the Scare Factor, an online haunted house reviewing 
service, states,“if you are looking for a scare, this is the place 
to find it. there are no dead spots, which adds to the effect 
because there is no time to recuperate between scenes.” 

the Haunted Hoochie received a 10 out of 10 on the 
Scare Factor’s scariness scale. 

According to Hauntworld, the attraction includes a 
50,000 square feet indoor setting located on a 50-acre farm.

tickets are $17 per person and the terrifying episode 
lasts roughly 20 minutes. the park is open thursday, Friday 
and Saturday through oct. 31. 

For a scare more close to home, check out terrorfest. 
this frightening festival combines two attractions—the 

House of nightmares and the Brewery Butcher, 
both located in the Brewery 

district. the House of 
nightmares is located 
in a downtown building 

transformed into a darkened 
maze. the haunted house is 

loosely based off of the legend of “d. 
r. Frightner,” an American serial killer 

who previously worked in a brewery in 
columbus. when the columbus Brewery district was thriving 
in 1901, david r. Hoster confessed to murdering 38 people, 
though the body count is estimated to be somewhere around 
100. the house is designed as a dingy insane asylum, influenced 
by d. r. Frightner, and rooms range from an elegant ballroom to 

ingredients:
1 cup whole milk
2 pints vanilla ice cream
1 cup heavy cream
1 tablespoon confectioners’ sugar
instructions:

Melt semisweet chocolate chips. Make the faces with 
melted chocolate painted inside the glass. Blend milk and 1 pint 
ice cream in a blender until smooth. with machine running, 
add remaining pint ice cream, one scoop at a time; blend 

Boo-nilla shake
Martha Stewart gives us this ghostly milkshake. until smooth. pour 

milkshake into six 
8-ounce glasses decorated 
with chocolate faces, filling 
them full.

put cream in the bowl of an electric mixer fitted with the whisk 
attachment. Beat on medium speed until soft peaks form. Add 
confectioners’ sugar. Beat until stiff peaks form. transfer whipped 
cream to a pastry bag fitted with a 1-inch plain round tip. pipe spiral 
mounds of whipped cream on top of milkshakes. Serve immediately.

Story courtesy The Kansas City Star



18 october 7, ’09 arlingtonianarlingtonian october 7, ’09

Need a boutonniere or corsage?

Flower Galaxy
The Shops on Lane Avenue

1731 W. Lane Ave
Columbus, Ohio 43221

614.488.8789

World-Wide Delivery, ALL OCCASIONS
www.flowergalaxyohio.com

Tremont 
Pharmacy

614-488-2625
2144 Tremont Center

Columbus, Ohio 43221

The Clean Girls
We Clean When You Can’t

(614) 525-9104
call for a free estimate

Dependable, Reliable, and Trustworthy!

James C. Bieber, O.D.
Russel S. Fillmore, O.D.
Douglas J. Bosner, O.D.

        2098 Tremont Center      (614) 486-5205
        Columbus, Ohio 43221      (614) 486-5206
        www.nweye.com       Fax (614) 486-0354

Northwest eyeCare ProfessioNals

Your complete family pharmacy



october 7, ’09 arlingtonian 19arlingtonianarlingtonian october 7, ’09

r

c

Invasion of the indies
marisapatwa ’12 

rising alternative rock bands showcase their talent in concert this fall

courtesy epicrecordscourtesy columbiarecords

courtesy nonesuchrecordscourtesy wind-uprecords

W

CarteL
WHeN: Saturday, Oct. 31  
WHere: the Basement  
tiMe: 6:30 p.m.
tiCKet PriCe: $16.50 

tHe WHite tie affair
WHeN: Saturday, Oct. 17
WHere: the Basement 
tiMe: 6 p.m.
tiCKet PriCe: $15

BOYS LiKe girLS 
WHeN: thursday, Oct. 15
WHere:  Lifestyle Communities Pavillion
tiMe: 6:30 p.m. 
tiCKet PriCe:  $9.79

WiLCO 
WHeN: Monday, Oct. 10  
WHere: Wexner Center 
tiMe: 8 p.m.
tiCKet PriCe: $34

Arock band cartel has become a musical powerhouse, 
touring everywhere from tokyo to toronto and even starring 
in their own miniseries. cartel’s third album, Cycles, focuses 
on the future and its limitless possibilities.

A few tracks on the album showcase cartel’s creative 
energy—from the soft love song, “only You” to the anthem 
heavy, “let’s go.” Cycles is an explosive guitar-centric piece of 
work with uplifting beats. 

According to their Myspace website, lead singer will pugh 
wrote, “we have built our career on non-stop touring and 
having music that makes for amazing shows is our first goal. i 
wanted to craft a record that represents the energy we bring 
into our live performance.”

the cartel concert is a great way to start off anyone’s 
Halloween night right. with catchy lyrics and dance worthy 
beats, the concert will make everyone eager for a night of 
trick or treating—cartel being the ultimate treat.

chicago-based band,the white tie Affair, has 
already accumulated a huge fan base and been 
described as a mix between Justin timberlake and AFi 
by the Chicago Sun Times. their debut album, Walk This 
Way, released in April, is flirty and fun with falsetto 
vocals from front man chris wallace.

this album is packed with catchy beats such as the 
addictive party song, “Allow Me to introduce Myself…Mr. 
right,” with a witty chorus, “She was thinking Mr. right/i 
was thinking right now.” in addition, there is the jazzy track, 
“the letdown,” a soulful groove for the listener. 

As a true guilty pleasure, any fan in ohio should 
seek the opportunity to see the white tie Affair play 
this fall and get a true sense of what good pop music 
is all about. 

with its soaring vocals, raucous chorus and sizzling snare 
giving it the ultimate appeal, Boys like girls hit single, “the great 
escape” put this band on the map. one year later and the Boys 
are back, releasing another infectious album, Love Drunk, filled 
with a batch of explosive radio hits inspired by the heartaches 
and breaks of relationships. 

with the roaring electronic beat of the rock ballad, “Heart 
Heart Heartbreak,” fans will get a glimpse of their punk attitude 
with the powerful lyrics,“You say we stick it out through the 
thick and thin/when the walls came down/you would not let me 
in.” their rocker side is balanced with the tender melody, “two 
is Better than one,” that lead singer Martin Johnson pours his 
heart and soul into. 

while only their sophomore album, the band has progressed 
into a mature, pop sound that will surely please any concert-goer.

Artsy and innovative rock band,wilco has released seven 
successful studio albums over the course of 15 years.  As 
an experimental band, wilco has explored everything from 
Americana to alternative country music. their newest album is 
self titled and resonates a feeling of confidence after years of 
hard work.

A blend of soulful groove and smooth r&B, wilco features 
their first ever duet titled, “You and i,” recorded with indie 
folk singer Feist.“You and i” is a melodious song about two 
troubled lovers fighting to stay together.  while the harrowing 
“Bull Black nova” has lead singer Jeff tweedy screaming the 
disturbing lyrics, “there’s blood in the sink/i can’t calm down/i 
can’t think” that not only terrify listeners but completely 
immerse them in the distraught murder fantasy as well.

wilco is testing the waters in uncharted territory with this 
album, so take a fulfilling journey with them this fall—you will 
not regret it.    
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eigHt in Eight students respond to  
a question in eight words

What was your best Halloween costume?

i was a pumpkin 
for five years 
straight.

Senior 
Kelsey 

Shalvoy

in second grade, i was 
a 1920’s flapper.

freshman
 Nicole Delany

in kindergarten for   
Halloween, i was an    
asparagus.
               freshman
Matt Bruckelmeyer

in fifth grade, i was a 
cement block.

Sophomore 
Megan Hansel

when i was 7, i 
dressed as spiderman.

Sophomore 
rhodes Moore

i was a girl at a day spa.
Junior

elissa Snouffer

i dressed as harry potter 
for halloween once.

Junior 
Kent Bueche

i dressed as britney 
spears  in fourth grade.

Senior
Sam Clark
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Go UA
Field Hockey

Bears!

Tropical Trends
Polaris Fashion Place

(614)985-6360

2594 Bethel Road
(614) 442-6710

325 Stoneridge Lane
(614) 418-5066

cute or Uggly?

TFor those able to stomach the inevitable truth, Uggs are 
not cute, but they are comfortable.  it is remarkable one brand 
of shoe could remain popular for so long, while, rainbows, 
Birkenstocks, crocs and reefs have come in and out of style. But 
sooner or later, the madness must come to an end.  Uggs have 
been popular for so long, girls with way too much time on their 
hands have started to make rules about them.

rule number one:  Uggs shall not be worn before the month 
of november.  Such protection and warmth of the foot is only 
necessary during the fall when raking leaves or to complete the 
perfect Halloween costume [and yes, i just used Halloween and 
Uggs in the same sentence].  we need to accept that they are 
simply not cute enough to last four years of popularity.

rule number two: never wear Uggs in the presence of 
pant wear above the ankle, or heaven forbid, the knee.  Skirts, 
shorts and even capris cause the leg to look pale and scrawny 

despite popularity and comfort level, ugg boots lack style

kristyhelscel ’11

The following column contains opinions of a student whose 
fashion sense may be astray or views, unmentionable.  If you are 
unable to accept the following conditions or are simply addicted to 
UGG products, this column is not for you.  If obsessive symptoms 
occur, it is advised you seek medical attention.

against such a massive 
shoe.  when the weather 
outside permits shorts, 
there is no need to wear a 
sheepskin boot.  there is one 
exception—when wearing a 
sweater dress, or a winter-like 
dress, Uggs are permitted as 
long as the dress is long sleeved.

there are several rules implemented by women, 
embodying color, size and style, but the previous two are basic 
rules that must be followed to avoid social embarrassment. 

As we all know the comfort level of these shoes is through 
the roof, but why do we buy them?  why do we wear them 
in public, even though we know they make us look medieval?  
well, that one is simple.  we all strive to reach our fashion 
peak and to do so, that will cause us to look just like everyone 
else.  we accept that in buying these shoes we lose our 
individuality as well as our fashion sense. Uggs are the flip-
flops of winter.   

in our shoe choices, it all comes down to what we value 
most—comfort or cuteness. And i will choose comfort.       
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T The water streams out from the 
showerhead as a woman swings  
the curtain shut to her dreary motel 
bathtub. She thinks she is alone, 
but the audience knows better as 
they watch in anticipation. The fear 
and anxiety mounts as the camera 
begins to lead into the bathroom 
where the naive woman awaits. 

As the bathroom door opens, 
members of the audience cover 
their eyes, leaving just enough 
room in between their fingers 
to see what is going on. Then…
SWUSH! The curtain flies open 
and a butcher knife is raised above 

the woman’s head, leaving her seemingly helpless. The audience screams 
in fear, popcorn shoots out of its buckets into the air and grown men 
hide behind their large buckets of popcorn like frightened children. The 
screeching theme music pierces the ears of the audience as Norman Bates 
plunges his razor sharp butcher knife into his victim’s chest. The audience 
is in panic mode, screaming as they watch the woman hit the ground.

The scene described is from Alfred Hitchcock’s 1960 classic 
Psycho, which is one of many examples of excellence in the horror 
movie genre. 20th century horror movies including Jaws, Rosemary’s 
Baby and The Exorcist all had what it takes to get your heartbeat 
pumping. Whether it was Jaws springing from the water to gnaw on 
the leg of a helpless boy or the sight of an abandoned white house 
in the middle of the woods from The Blair Witch Project, audiences 
walked away from theaters shaking with fear.

So where has the fear gone? Out the door, along with directors’ 
creativity and originality. In the past 10 years horror films have lost fans in 
a craze of cheesy story lines and excessive amounts of brutality and gore.

I, for one, am a huge horror movie fan. I loved being scared when I 
was young, and I grew up on John Carpenter and Wes Craven movies. 
Now, it seems like every time I walk out of a theater after seeing a 
horror movie, I end up feeling short changed and far from scared.

When comparing John Carpenter’s 1978 film Halloween to Rob 
Zombie’s 2007 remake of the original, the most noticeable difference 
is blood. It seems that directors today cannot make a movie that 
is not seeping with blood and brutality. The 2009 sequel to Friday 
the 13th is a perfect example of how directors today use gratuitous 
amounts of bloodshed to scare an audience. Director Marcus Nispel 
thought the brutality of the once classic killer Jason Vorheese would 
be enough to frighten his audience, but the blood and the gore only 
sickened his viewers. Thus, classic killers like Jason have lost their 
essential creepiness due to the lack of imagination.

Directors like John Carpenter and Steven Spielberg rarely showcased 
large amounts of blood in a murder scene. Instead, the suspense of a 
shark fin circling his prey was enough to get the viewers screaming.

In the 1980 film, The Shining, Kubrick used genius lines such as 
“Here’s Johnny” and “All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy” 
to make viewers cringe. In Halloween, the sight of Michael Myers’ 
ghostly face creeping in the background was enough to make a young 
woman shield her eyes in fright.

Demonic possession movies such as The Exorcist, The Omen and 
Poltergeist used the concept of hell and the supernatural 
to get inside viewers’ heads. 
Whether their viewers were 
religious or not, the directors 
terrified viewers in a way 
that many recent filmmakers 
are incapable of doing. 
More importantly, they did 
it without splattering the 
screen with carnage.

There were not bathtubs 
filled with blood or chopped 
up bodies everywhere like 
in Hostel or Saw. Yes, when 
Michael Myers butchered his 
victims, there were portions 
of blood, but Carpenter 
knew when it was enough 
and how to keep it enjoyable. 
I would like to think of the 
20th century as a simpler 
time when fear and thrill 
came from suspense and not 
how much blood a director 
could get on tape.

Another recurring 
problem with directors today, 
aside from their excessive 
amount of bloodshed, is 
their lack of originality. 
Now-a-days it seems like 
every horror movie is a re-make or sequel. Directors have refused to let 
franchises such as Halloween, Friday the 13th and The Texas Chainsaw 
Massacre end. Every time a director attempts to remake a classic, they end 
up ruining the original movie’s reputation. Directors of the 21st century 
have lost all originality and are beginning to steal ideas from the 20th 
century. The problem is not the fact that they are repeating too much, but 
that they are ruining the good name of the classic horror films.

As stories repeat and lines get cheesier, fans of the horror industry 
continue to die off. I am waiting for the day when a director comes up 
with an original idea and recaptures the 20th century classics.     

in the past 10 years, directors of the 
horror genre have lost their touch

less gOre, more HOrrOr

bofisher ’11

top 10  
Horror Movies
1. The Exorcist
2. Jaws
3. Saw
4. The Shining
5. The Ring
6. Halloween
7. The Grudge 
8. Hostel
9. Scream
10. The Others

source: voluntary sept. 17-18 arlingtonian survey of 191 
students, images courtesy dimension Films, Sanctuary visual 
entertainment
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I
ppvS—the new 
swine flu

It can happen anywhere—
in the school hallways, 
at the movie theatre, in a 
restaurant, even in the safety 
of your own home.  It strikes 
without warning.  You may be 
going about your day when 
suddenly you feel a vibration 
against your leg.  You reach 
into your pocket for your cell 
phone, only to find that no 
one has called you, no one 
has texted you either.  You 
thought your phone was 
vibrating—but it wasn’t. 

Yes, Phantom Phone 
Vibrating Syndrome (or PPVS) has become a devastating and 
widespread epidemic, affecting many students at this very 
school.  Tragically, the aforementioned disease can lead to 
awkward social moments, as well as a false sense of hope that 
you have friends calling or texting you to hang out, when really, 
you are just a lonely and miserable human being.

I recently spoke with Dr. Vladimir Stalingrad, Ph.D.*, a leader in 
PPVS research.

“We are currently trying to determine whether PPVS is based 
on environmental factors, or whether the disease is linked with 
genetics,” Stalingrad said.  “The PPVS Research Institute in Newark, 
New Jersey is attempting to uncover these mysteries.”

While there is no definite cure for PPVS, doctors are offering 
suggestions for dealing with the disease when it strikes.   

“Claiming to be checking what time it is can be a great way to 
avoid social embarrassment when afflicted with PPVS,” Stalingrad 
said.  “Also, pretending to be responding to an older text is another 
solid method of dealing with the condition.”

The most important thing for students to know, however, is that 
they are not alone.  PPVS affects those of all walks of life—from the 
nerd to the jock, the basketball star to the prom queen.

“It’s something that keeps me up at night,” said one PPVS 
victim* at the high school.  “Every time I’m about to fall asleep I 
feel another vibration against my leg.  I check my phone, but always 
it is the same—no new calls, no new texts.  I feel like I’m being 
tormented.  Why can’t it stop?”

If you or a loved one has been afflicted with this terrible disease, 
please contact the PPVS help line (1-800-BAD-VIBES).

If not treated immediately, PPVS can, in some cases, lead to the 
much more serious PPRS (Phantom Phone Ringing Syndrome), 
in which the afflicted believe they have actually heard their phone 
ringing.  Unfortunately, PPRS is not treatable in any way, and those 
affected will have to be quarantined for the rest of their lives. 

Take it seriously!    

evansmith ’11N
let’s make a decision
staffeditorial

Nearly every year since the open senior study hall was 
implemented, it seems a rumor is started about juniors or 
underclassmen getting it as well.

More often than not these rumors have been born from the wishes 
of juniors with little basis, but in recent years, the administration has 
seemed open to the idea and discussed multiple plans that would give 
others the opportunity to leave school during their free period.

Two years ago, Arlingtonian wrote a story that reported that 
some in the administration had the idea of giving IB juniors an open 
study hall. The rationale they gave was to help students manage the 
course load of their IB classes. In this issue, we wrote again about the 
administration’s proposal to give all juniors an open study.  Principal 
Kip Greenhill says he hopes to give students more experience with 
time management before college, and that giving students two years of 
open study hall would accomplish this goal.

Every year we hear the same lukewarm response from the people 
involved in making it a reality.  It may happen, but they still need to get 
more input from the staff, work out the details and the like. No one 
ever seems to really say they are going to make it happen.

It is about time a decision is made. Giving juniors open study 
hall would have numerous benefits for many students who feel 
overwhelmed by their courses.  The extra time would be useful for 
finishing assignments that may not necessarily be possible to do sitting 
in a chair in the cafeteria.  Additionally, the time could be used to help  
juniors prepare for standardized tests.

Some seniors feel that doing so would be unfair to them. After all, 
they had to trek through junior year, through the standardized tests and 
AP classes, without the benefit of an open study hall.  However, would 
they be any worse off now, if juniors this year were given the opportunity 
of an open study hall? The answer, of course, is an unequivocal no.

Whether or not the administration sees the issue the way we do, 
the fact remains that the issue needs to be put to rest. The endless 
rumors have gone for long enough and we need to decide whether it 
is important that juniors learn time management as Greenhill wants, 
or whether the coveted privilege and responsibility should be reserved 
only for seniors as it has been.    

editorial cartoon by aliceo’neill  & louward

Juniors get open 
study hall

*denotes a person who does not actually exist
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