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Arlingtonian is a student-produced newsmagazine published approxi-
mately every four weeks by Journalism III-A students at Upper Arlington 
High School. The publication has been established as a public forum for 
student expression and for the discussion of issues of concern to its audience. 
It will not be reviewed or restrained by school officials prior to publication or 
distribution.  

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student expression, the editorial board, 
which consists of the staff’s top editors, will determine the content of the 
newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore, material may not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions or policies of Upper Arlington school officials.  

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, guest columns and news 
releases from faculty, administrators, community residents, students and the 
general public. The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the right to with-
hold a letter or column and return it for more information if it determines the 

piece contains items of unprotected speech as defined by this policy.  
As a public forum, all letters and columns meeting the above criteria will 

be posted in full on the Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.com for a 
minimum of four weeks.  Arlingtonian and its staff will strive to publish only 
legally protected speech following the legal definitions for libel, obscenity 
and invasion of privacy. 

The staff will also refrain from printing stories that create a material dis-
ruption of school activities. Because the Arlingtonian staff will determine content 
of the publication, it will therefore also take complete legal and financial responsibility 
for what is printed.Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a story solely on the 
basis of possible dissent or controversy. 

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing and production costs 
through advertising sales, subscription sales and other fundraisers. The editor 
or co-editors shall interpret and enforce this editorial policy.
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Tthere has always been talk about how 
Upper arlington is a unique community. 
many residents brag about our excellent 
public school education system, superior 
sports teams and great community 
atmosphere. to an outsider’s view, Upper 
arlington might seem like a typical, 
suburban midwestern community; however, 
those who know Ua well know that it is 
truly unique. 

people seem to have strong opinions 
about our community, but nobody can deny 
that it is one-of-a-kind. one of the notable 
aspects of the community is the generations 
of families that have grown up in Ua. it seems 
that some families continue to come back 
to their roots to raise another generation in 
our sheltered community.  we felt this trend 
would be interesting to explore. Sometimes 
to look forward to a new decade, we must 
look back and reflect on previous ones.

Leah Johnston
leah Johnston, editor in chief

“Those who know UA well 
know that it is truly unique.”

in addition to looking into Ua’s past, 
we’ve covered many current events at 
the high school. For most seniors, the 
majority of their year has been spent 
stressing about their capstone project. 
the replacement for the senior thesis 
has received mixed reviews, so we 
investigated how the program is doing 
after its first year of implementation.  

another policy change would be the 
ohio department of education’s plan to 
change the ohio graduation test to the 
act.  this controversial change will have 
a major impact on future Ua graduates, 
and i’m sure this will be a topic hotly 
debated in months to come. as always, 
arlingtonian strives to report on timely 
topics such as these.

on a celebratory note,  Arlingtonian 
was once again named as an “all-ohio” 
newsmagazine, the ohio Scholastic 
media association’s highest award for 
overall newsmagazine excellence. Staff 
members also received 18 individual 
awards. moreover, four members of 
the Arlingtonian staff recently competed 
in day-of contests at the oSma 
annual journalism convention at Kent 
State University. Bo Fisher, evan Smith 
and i won awards in our various 
categories. the event was a bonding 
experience for the staff and a fun way 
to spend the weekend.
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odoe plans to 
replace ogt
coreymcmahon ’11

AAll students relish those early spring mornings of sleeping in while 
sophomores take the Ohio Graduation Test. However, those days may 
soon cease to exist as changes in the education system may take place.

The Ohio Department of Education, in cooperation with the 
education departments of 47 other states, is working to change the 
standardized high school testing system to make sure every student has a 
basic education—starting with the elimination of the OGT.

A blog maintained by Ohio Board of Education member Susan 
Haverkos and former member Colleen Grady explained the change.

“Instead of the OGT, Ohio students would be required to take the 
ACT and end of course exams as well as complete service learning 
and senior projects. All of these would be required to meet high school 
graduation requirements, although there’s no word yet on cut scores, 
scoring rubrics or standardized expectations for the service and senior 

project,” they wrote.
The ACT would be used to assess college readiness, while the 

end-of-course tests would ensure that students have covered a 
standard high school curriculum, the blog said.  Specifics of when 
and how the tests will be given has not been decided.

In some ways, Greenhill said, the test will benefit students.
“It’s no longer going to matter where you go to school,” he said. 

“Everyone will have the same curriculum.”
Greenhill admitted he was skeptical about the pressure the new tests 

would put on teachers.
“It’s definitely an accountability measure. [Under the OGT system], 

schools were held accountable [for student performance] and compared 
to each other,” he said.

Now with end-of-course exams, scores will be categorized by each 
individual teacher, and performance will be compared individually

Greenhill feared the information garnered from these tests may not 
be entirely accurate in reflecting teachers’ ability. 

“Some teachers may teach classes that attract [top tier] students. A 
teacher that teaches [one of those] class will look better than one who 
teaches a class [with students who are struggling].”

But those sophomores who sat at their desks envying the sleep they 
would get in 12 months need not worry. Greenhill said the changes 
won’t be coming next year—or even the year after that.

“[It is] not easy to agree on a curriculum between states,” he said.
Haverkos and Grady said progess is being made
“Ohio has already developed, along with other states, an Algebra II 

exam and is working on an Algebra I exam as well,” they said.
Enjoy the days of sleeping in while you can; they may be numbered.

JJust when sports fans thought that the 
achievement of a perfect bracket, or at 
least a decent one, could not get any more 
difficult, the NCAA found a way to do just 
that. Fans, athletes and coaches around the 
world are raving over the discussion of a 
possible expansion in the March Madness 
bracket, which would increase up to a 96-
team field. 

Some spectators are angry, some are 
excited and some are simply confused as 
to why the NCAA would feel the need to 
toy with their beloved March Madness 
bracket. According to Emily Steel’s March 9 
article, “CBS’s $6 Billion NCAA Wager Isn’t 
Dead Yet,” from The Wall Street Journal, the 
tournament generates more than $6 billion 
for CBS alone over the duration of its 11-
year contract with the NCAA.

march madness metamorphosis?

bofisher ‘11

ncaa talk to expand march madness 
bracket leaves fans, commentators at odds

The tournament last expanded in 2001 
with the addition of one team, making 
it the current 65-team field. NCAA vice 
president Greg Shaheen promised that 
nothing has been decided yet, despite the 
fact that Shaheen has already mapped out a 
mock of what the tournament would look 
like if expanded. 

The seed ranks would descend to a low 
of 24 while teams with a seed rank from 
one to eight would receive a first-round 
bye. For example, in the first round, if the 
higher seeded team were to win each game, 
then the second round would look exactly 
like the current bracket does with the one 
seed playing the 16 seed, the two seed 
playing the 15 seed, and so on.

With the possibility of an expansion 
growing, basketball fans across the country 

seem to be against this dramatic change. 
In an April 19 CBS poll of 4,907 people, 
84 percent voted to stick with the current 
65-team tournament. 

While the majority of the country 
seems to be against the dramatic change, 
senior Michael Rice said he thinks the 
expansion would make the tournament 
more enjoyable. 

“I think the tournament would be more 
interesting with more teams,” Rice said. 

Junior Patrick Magill, who said he has 
been filling out March Madness brackets for 
eight years now, had similar views to Rice.

“I think it would make the regular 
season less competitive,” Magill said. “But 
it would be a better tournament.”

With an extra round and an additional 
eight teams per region, some will argue 
that the expansion could add more 
excitement, while others insist on not 
tampering with an already-perfect 
tournament. Expanded or not, sports fans 
will always be back for another month 
filled with madness.    
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FFor most students, Kingsdale has always been a ghost town, plagued by 
empty stores and run-down alleyways.  But for the past year, the shopping 
center has been a hub of construction, with loud bulldozers and wrecking 
balls tearing apart buildings and pavement. 

The new Kingsdale renovation, slated for a 2011 completion, plans 
to bring new life to the once barren shopping center, with the goal of 
transforming it not only into a new center of commerce, but also a 
community center for the residents of Upper Arlington.

The company responsible for purchasing and outlaying the renovation 
plans is Continental Real Estate, the major developer of Giant Eagle store 
locations across the country.  Successful in previous endeavors, Continental 
CEO Frank Kass stated in a May 5, 2009 Suburban News Publications 
article that the new plans will work to bring back activity in the area.

“We are very proud of what the new Kingsdale will be ... an active, 
vibrant shopping center,” Kass said.

With the help of Continental funding, plans for new store fronts and an 
expanded Giant Eagle are underway.  Within the past few months, a newly 
developed MCL Cafeteria has opened in the front of the shopping center.  
MCL, a longstanding restaurant and bakery in the Kingsdale Center, is one 
of the more drastic store renovations in the overall renovation plans. 

Candace Ward, co-manager of MCL, said that hopes are high that the 
new Kingsdale will help bring in more business and activity.

“I think business will definitely increase,” Ward said. “There has been a 
lot of word-of-mouth about the new store [and the Kingsdale renovations 
in general], and that alone helps bring in customers.”

Ward stated that while the renovations are not only vital to help revive 
the shopping center, they also represent a general change that is occurring 
in Upper Arlington as a whole.

“Our clientele is starting to change,” Ward said. “We’re starting to 
see younger couples and families come in, and I think that shows how 
Arlington is growing. More younger families are moving in, and that moves 
the community forward.”

evansmith ’11

Not all are entirely pleased with the new renovation.  Junior Jeff Shy, 
who lives near the shopping center, is worried that the new renovations will 
tarnish the charm and appeal of the old Kingsdale.

“What with the new, [bigger] Giant Eagle coming in, and new buildings 
being put up, I’m apprehensive as to how it will all turn out,” Shy said. “I 
liked the old Kingsdale and I don’t want it to turn into every other shopping 
center in Columbus.”

Shy also showed concern as to how the Kingsdale renovation will affect 
future students at the high school.

“For me, Kingsdale was always a place to go to hang out when there was 
nothing else to do, so it has a sentimental value to it,” Shy said.  “I doubt 
I’ll be able to see it done before I graduate, but for younger kids, I hope 
Kingsdale doesn’t turn into just another shopping center that they pass by 
on the way to school.”

Despite some criticisms from the public, the renovations are in the 
works, with the 2011 deadline still unchanged.  

Continental CEO Kass said that once completed, the new Kingsdale 
will fit in with the general atmosphere of Upper Arlington as a whole, and 
will bring new life into a once faded area.   

“Cities that continually attract new residents and business do so because 
they are always adapting and improving,” the Upper Arlington Community 
Improvement Corp website states. 

“[Kingsdale] is going to be basically a community center,” Kass said in 
an April 8 ThisWeek article. “It’s going to be .. a little bit of  fashion, a little 
bit of  food, a little bit of services, and it’s going to be very convienent to an 
awful lot of people.”   

Kingsdale reconstruction
shopping center’s makeover nears completion, 
businesses anticipate economic upturn

photo by brittanymiller

the construction at Kingsdale began last summer. many businesses hope to 
see an increase in customer traffic once construction is completed.  

2140 Tremont Center
UA, Ohio 43221

MOndAy - SATUrdAy
8 a.m. - 8 p.m.

SUndAy
10 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ProduceMeats
Groceries
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Tropical Trends
Polaris Fashion Place

(614)985-6360

2594 Bethel Road
(614) 442-6710

325 Stoneridge Lane
(614) 418-5066
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“Students who have embraced a cause or a personal path are 

emerging with some fantastic projects, but students who didn’t get 
their ducks in a row early enough are finding themselves in a rut,” 
Toohey said. “Once the students get the big picture, they see that it’s 
not too hard, and most are very pleased with what they have done.”

According to the Ohio Department of Education, Capstone 
is now a graduation requirement for all Ohio seniors. The 
department’s motive for making it a requirement was its emphasis 
on a personalized project.

“Capstone projects capitalize on the most promising aspects of 
career-focused education and research-based teaching,” the ODE 
website stated.

Junior Erin O’Brien said she sees the project as an 
opportunity, not a chore.

“I’m looking forward to it, but I know 
that it will be a lot of work,” O’Brien 
said. “I’ve heard about a lot of seniors’ 
projects and they seem to be really cool.”

Those who have gone through the 
process this year, such as Buffer, offered 
advice to next year’s seniors.

“Start on it early,” she said. “Pick a 
topic you like and that you can stick with 
all year. You don’t want to get bored.”

Gauch said that he has been enjoying 
the time he has spent volunteering for 

Capstone, and it has made the project seem easier for him.
“Just find something you’ll enjoy, and don’t worry if you don’t 

have a clear picture about it,” Gauch said. “[The end product] 
will come eventually.”

Toohey emphasized the importance of pursing a passion and 
centering one’s project around that.

“Start paying attention to causes and programs that interest 
you and may need your help,” Toohey said. “Pay very close 
attention to the presentations on May 25.”  

capping off the year

hannahjochem ’10

 By fourth quarter for many seniors, senioritis is in full bloom. 
Already committed to college, most seniors cannot wait for 
graduation day. However, one last task must be completed before 
June 6: Capstone.

The senior Capstone project consists of three parts: the 
product, the portfolio and the presentation. The date scheduled 
for Capstone presentations is May 25. According to language arts 
department chair Matt Toohey, juniors will be watching the senior 
presentations, which could help inspire project ideas of their own 
and give them an idea of what to expect from the project.

However, the replacement for senior 
thesis has left some seniors frustrated 
with the many requirements needed to 
fulfill the assignment.

Senior Alison Buffer, who is 
volunteering at the Humane Society as 
a part of her project, said she has mixed 
feelings about Capstone.

“[Capstone’s] OK,” Buffer said. “It gets 
frustrating and stressful [at times,] and I 
wish that I didn’t have to do so much for 
it, especially with AP tests coming up, but 
it could be worse. It made me get out and 
volunteer which is actually a lot of fun.”

Senior Mason Gauch, who is working with mentally-
handicapped elementary school children as a part of his Capstone 
project, said he enjoys the community service aspect of Capstone.

“I enjoy the service and the opportunity to do something 
I’m passionate about,” Gauch said, “and to explore future 
options in a career.”

Because of opportunities such as these, Toohey said he is a 
strong supporter of the Capstone project.

““Once the students get the big 
picture, they see that it’s not too 
hard, and most are very pleased 
with what they have done.

Language arts department chair
Matt toohey

finishing its first year as a graduation requirement for all seniors, 
capstone receives mixed reception, prompts advice for underclassmen
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OMany drivers have mixed feelings about the Columbus City 
Council’s approval of legislation banning texting while driving. 
Columbus is now the third major Ohio city to pass such a ban, 
joining Cleveland and Toledo. The legislation calls for texting while 
driving to be a primary offense, which means offenders can be pulled 
over if seen texting behind the wheel. 

A similar bill is also in the state legislation, according to the March 
24 article “Ohio House OK’s texting-while-driving ban,” by William 
Hershey of The Dayton Daily News. In an 86-12 vote, the House 
passed the state-wide texting while driving ban March 24, and the bill 
is now in the Ohio Senate.

Twenty other states have already passed bans making it illegal to 
read, write and send text messages, as well as check e-mails or use 
the Internet while driving. However, according to Hershey, Ohio 
representative Barbara Sears said she believes the real issue is drivers 
being distracted, as other activities can cause accidents as well.

 “I think we need to keep our eye on what the real issue is,” Sears 
said. “Teaching ourselves to be more attentive when we drive.”

Senior Evan Hogankamp said he tries to refrain from texting while 
driving, but he is tempted every so often.

“I try not to text while driving, but find myself doing it a little bit,” 
Hogankamp said. “I do realize that it can be dangerous though.”

In a lecture at the University of Michigan, psychologist Scott 
Campbell said those who text while driving pose a danger to others.

“People disengage, or pay more attention to the person on the 
phone than to the people who are physically present,” Campbell said.

To help reduce the temptation to text while driving, the March 12 
story “Stop Texting While Driving,” by Kari Chadd of The Chillicothe 
Gazette, suggests drivers should place their phones out of reach or 
turn off their phones while driving.

 According to a July 2007 study by the Students Against 
Destructive Decisions, 46 percent of teens interviewed admitted to 
texting while driving. In addition, 37 percent of those students said 
they believe that even though they continue to do it, texting while 

marisapatwa ’12

driving distractions
columbus ban on texting while driving takes 
effect may 5, may pass state-wide later this year

driving is dangerous and distracting. 
  Although Hogankamp said people should be educated about the 

dangers of texting while driving, he is not sure he agrees that the ban 
should make the crime a primary offense. 

 “I have mixed feelings about that,” Hogankamp said. “I would say 
it depends on the situation to determine if someone should get in 
trouble for that alone.”

Sophomore Erica Sollitto, on the other hand, said she believes the 
ban is a good idea.

  “As a new driver, I’m especially focused on what other people are 
doing,” Sollitto said. “I wouldn’t want to [get in an accident because] 
somebody else makes the mistake of texting while driving.”

 Sollitto said that texts can wait until the driver arrives at his or her 
destination, no longer posing a threat to others. 

Famed talk show host Oprah Winfrey proposed a similar alternative 
and has been taking strong measures to prevent accidents caused by 
texting. According to her website, she has created the No-Phone-
Pledge, where people pledge they will never text while driving again.

Winfrey said she hopes to encourage people to set aside their 
phones in an effort to curb the thousands of deaths that occur every 
year from texting while driving. 

 “Let it be the end of using a cell phone or sending a text message 
when you are behind the wheel of a moving vehicle,” Winfrey said. 
“And until we as a nation decide we’re going to change that, [the 
number of causalities] is only going to go up.”   

according to a report by the national Safety council, 28 percent of car 
accidents are caused by someome texting while driving. in addition, 870  
people died in car accidents in 2008 alone from drivers texting. 

photo illustration by emilypoole
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Thank you to our 2009-2010 Mentoring & More! School-based volunteer
mentors.  Your efforts and enthusiasm are greatly appreciated!

       
 Carly Allen  
       Colin Broderick   
       Kelli Conner    
       Chris Davakis 
       Hoda El-Hosseiny 
       Priyanka Jayanthi      
       Deidre Kelleher 
       Caroline Logan 
       Cassie Lowery 
       Katie Luciano 
       Taylor Miley Mallory Miller
       Seyoung Moon Mary Nemer
        Gretchen Pearson Connor Pitman
        Megan Radcliffe Rachel Rhee
        Rana Roberts  Eileen Saunders
        David Shen  Dani Smart
        Jonathan Staker Emily Steen
        Kelsey Steger  Natalie Taylor

The TriVillage Mentor League is a local, non-profit organization focused 
on providing positive role modeling and mentoring opportunities 

and experiences to youngsters, teens, and adult volunteers.  For more 
information, visit www.mentorleague.org

Jordan Blossom
Jessica Cloutier
Leigh Ann Cordle
Jill Disbro
Marney Hatch
Kadie Koeneman
Molly Lex
Haley Losacco
Jaclyn Lowery
Katelyn MacKinnon
Mallory Miller
Mary Nemer
Connor Pitman
Rachel Rhee
Eileen Saunders
Dani Smart
Emily Steen
Natalie Taylor

Nate Zimpher
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wrapping paper ∙ bag tags

key chains

1991 guilford road
upper arlington ∙ 485.9045

www.pkpaper.com
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Back in 
the day
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* Me
1990

1954
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styles and trends may come and go,  
but the golden bear tradition persists

I In 1918, Upper Arlington was just a tiny village outside 
of Columbus, and the entire Upper Arlington school district 
consisted of one teacher, with the basement of UA co-founder King 
Thompson as the classroom.

Needless to say, things have changed since then. First, Jones 
Middle School was built as a high school, then the UA Elementary, 
present day Barrington Elementary, was built as a WPA project 
during the Great Depression and a few decades later the current 
high school was constructed.

Many families have seen generations grow up in this small 
suburban town, experiencing changes in size, trends and lifestyles. 
As the community enters a new decade, the need to reflect upon the 
past generations that made UA what it is today is ever present. 

1977

photos courtesy norwester

2010

9may 5, ’10arlingtonian



10 may 5, ’10 may 5, ’10arlingtonian may 5, ’10arlingtonian

Ua high school committee selects the 
mascot “golden Bears” for its athletic 
teams, stating the name was “attractive, 
representative and durable.”

1927

A look into the ‘50s
When UA alumna Jane Gerlach was growing 

up in the 1940s, riding a horse around Upper 
Arlington was one of her favorite pastimes. 
In exchange for cleaning stables on Zollinger 
Road, she was allowed to ride for free, when 
much of the land north of Lane Avenue was an 
apple orchard, Kingsdale was an open field, and 
Northam Road was nothing but a dirt path.

“Northam Park was just a big woods 
[when I was growing up],” Gerlach said. 
“The woods were so thick with underbrush 
and huge monster trees that I couldn’t ride 
my horse through in the summer.”

Fortunately for Gerlach, she could ride 
her horse almost anywhere because the only 
stores in UA were a few drug stores with 
soda bars on Arlington Avenue.

Not only have shopping options changed 
since then, but schools have as well. 

Gerlach, who went to Barrington 
Elementary from Kindergarten until fourth 
grade, went to UAHS when the school was 
held at the present day Jones Middle school, 
where eight grades were housed at the time.

According to Gerlach, who was the first 
in her family to graduate from UAHS in 
1954, UA and Grandview were much closer.

“Grandview and Arlington were like 
brother and sister. We had dances together,” 
she said. “And we had sororities and 
fraternities [in the high school]—it was just 
like college.”

UA may have been close with Grandview, 
but there was still plenty of competition in 
athletic events. According to Gerlach, sports 
were both a pastime and a social life.

“We never missed a football game. They 
didn’t have any lights on the field, so we had 
to raise money for lights. [Before then] all 
games were played in the daytime,” Gerlach 

said. “We went to every baseball game, 
every track [event], we went to every sport. 
That was our social life, going to the boys’ 
sports—and we loved it.”

And for Gerlach, attendance at athletic 
events was never an issue, especially during  
football games.

“Because [football] games were so well 
attended, they used to put bleachers on the 
other side of the stadium,” she said. “And 
when Arlington used to play Watterson in 
the big games, they  stopped letting people 
in because it was packed around the track 
4-to-5 people deep.”

The fashion scene was also quite 
different. When it came to clothing, Gerlach 
remembers the strict dress codes at school.

“Boys could not wear jeans or khakis; 
they had to wear cords,” Gerlach said. “Girls 
were not allowed to wear a blouse, pants, 
shorts. And God forbid someone have 
something in their nose.” 

In those days, individual style did 
not apply to clothing. In fact, almost 
all students wore exactly the same 
combination of clothes.

“Arlington used to be a bit snooty. We 
only wore Spaulding loafers, boys wool 
socks that they used to play football in and 
long straight skirts. We all wore cashmere, 
and all the girls wore a strand of pearls,” she 
said. “We did change our clothes, but that 
was pretty much it.”

Overall, Gerlach said she has enjoyed 
everything about UA, even the dress code, 
and that she could not imagine moving.

Marrying a fellow UA alumni, Gerlach 
has lived in UA for 74 years. She has had 
four of her children and nine grandchildren 
graduate from UA, with three grandchildren 
currently attending. Soon, she hopes, even 
her recently born great-grandchild will go 

1917 1918 1924

Notable UAHS alumni

Jack nicklaus
Graduation year:
1957
After uA he...
became a world 
renowned 
professional golfer 

george Smoot 
Graduation year:
1962
After uA he...
won the noble 
peace prize for 
physics in 2006

cameron 
mitchell
Graduation year:
1981
After uA he...
founded cameron 
mitchell restaurants

Beverly  
d’angelo
Graduation year:
1969*
After uA she...
became a famous 
actress

mary Boyer teaches 
first, second, and 
third grade. classes 
were held in King 
thompson’s home on 
cambridge Boulevard

the Ua school district is 
formed and the first board 
of education is appointed.

waltham road School (1919)

new high school is built— 
now Jones middle School

From the beginning
*d’angelo left before graduation
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to UA.
“I wouldn’t think of going anyplace else,” 

Gerlach said. “It’s just ingrained in you to 
stay here.”

Over the years
Having lived in UA her entire life and 

seen two generations pass through the school 
system,  Gerlach has seen firsthand the 
community’s transformation from a small town 
to its present state.

At the high school, Gerlach feels that one of 
the biggest differences is class size.

“My class was small, we stay[ed] close.  It’s 
easy to stay close when there’s just over 100,” she 
said. “But with my boys, when there’s 600 or 700, 

you can’t know everybody.”
Back then, Gerlach said nobody ever 

knocked on a door to be allowed in or locked 
their doors because everyone knew each other.   

Although residents of UA were very trusting 
of each other, residents of today are much more 
accepting of diversity, according to both Gerlach 
and her granddaughter, senior Gracie Gerlach.

 “[Today we] are more accepting with 
diversity,” Gracie Gerlach said. “I know in my 
dad’s time, there was no diversity.” 

Political ideals have also shifted in UA in Jane 
Gerlach’s lifetime. While UA was a bastion of 
conservative Republicans when she was growing 
up, there is a more diverse spectrum of views 
now. Also, according to Jane Gerlach, people 
were much more relaxed about political strife, 

1941 1957 1973

do you have a parent who 
went to uahs?

no
68%

no
80%

do you have a grandparent 
who went to uahs?

By the numbers

source voluntary april 6 arlingtonian survey of 96 students

the current school colors, gold and black, 
are adopted to better reflect the name 
golden Bears. Upper arlington’s original 
school colors were orange and black.

current high school building 
is completed and the first 
year of school is held.

Faculty and students 
play a game of 
donkey basketball in 
the varsity gym.

in 2008, 345 seniors graduated. of these, 15 percent either had a parent or 
grandparent graduate from Ua, 10 percent of students were first generation, 

while about 5 percent of the graduates were second generation.

information & photos courtesy uaarchives

yes
20%

yes
32%

especially during the yearly fourth of July parade, 
one of the highlights of her childhood.

“Fourth of Julys were the best, they used 
to have the most ornery floats, and you could 
say anything and do anything and people 
appreciated it,” she said. “If you wanted to be 
political and make fun of the Republicans [or 
the Democrats] you could do it, there were 
no restrictions.”

On one particular float, Jane Gerlach said she 
remembers the CEO of Channel 10 riding in a 
convertible, dressed as Fidel Castro, throwing 
skin-dead chickens out of the car.

Gracie Gerlach said she agreed with both 
her grandmother and her father, Andy Gerlach, 
who graduated in 1977, that UA used to be 
much more relaxed concerning politics and 
punishment, in general.

According to Jane Gerlach, when she was in 
school, parents were in control over punishment 
of their children.

“Nobody was arrested. Kids were punished 
by their parents... And we knew the police by 
their first names,” she said. “I don’t know them 
by their first names anymore.”

However, according to former principal Dave 
Shelby, who retired in1984, administration and 
the police were not dealing with many of the 
issues that they do today.

Keeping the 
tradition

Though much has changed since the early 
days of UA, the core principals of the school 
district have not. 

“[UAHS has] changed, but the concepts of 
the school haven’t changed a bit,” Shelby said. 

Principal Kip Greenhill said he agreed that 

Ua high school committee selects the 
mascot “golden Bears” for its athletic 
teams, stating the name was “attractive, 
representative and durable.”
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hardly anything has changed since he has been 
principal, starting in 1995. He said that because 
of this, students return, bringing a strong sense of 
continuity into the community and transiency.

According to Shelby, the tradition of 
excellence at UA is a main reason families, like 
the Gerlach’s, come back to UA.

“[Administrators and teachers are] 
still dedicated to giving you all the best 
opportunities to succeed, then to give you all 
the assistance necessary to be as successful as 
you want to be,” Shelby said. “Parents know 
that’s still here, that’s why they come back. No 
question about it.”

Shelby also said that students in UA 
are privileged, but have worked hard for 
what they have earned, including 115 state 
championships in athletics—more than any 
other school in the state of Ohio.

“Young people in general are not as 
privileged as all of you are. And that’s how 
it should be, what you have, you’ve earned, 
your parents have earned. You are in a very 
privileged situation, your parents have 
worked hard,” Shelby said. “And the success 
in the athletic program is not typical of the 

athletic program, but typical of the students 
that participate.”

Shelby said he is glad to see that the 
willingness of the student body to work with 
administration is still present. 

“We here, still, fortunately, have the 
young people in our court, willing to work 
with us,” Shelby said.

And according to Shelby, the tradition of 
UA lives on. 

“How you are, who you are, you and 
what you represent… that’s what we’ve 
represented,” Shelby said. “And still do.”

Coming Back
As students graduate and leave UA, most 

carry with them a fondness for UA.
According to UA Archives director Sara 

Klein, UA’s strong sense of community makes 
alumni reminiscent of UA. 

“I’ve started the UA Archives page of 
Facebook, and it’s neat to see all these 
people, who even if they don’t live in UA 
anymore, talk about how much they miss 
UA, how warm and friendly the people are, 

and how it’s such a close knit community,” 
she said.

Although junior Charlie Hess was new 
to UAHS this year, his mother and father 
graduated from UA in 1970. According to 
Hess, the transition to UA went smoothly.

“The transition was not bad. It was a little 
intimidating because of the drastic change 
in student [size], but everyone was very 
welcoming,” Hess said. 

With being a second or third generation, 
some students have been able to become 
familiar with UA’s sense of community, and 
even look to return to UA later in life. 

Sophomore Tanner McClellan said her 
favorite part of being in a family that has all 
attended UAHS is that some of her teachers 
immediately recognize who she is. 

“Some of my teachers have taught my 
family [members,]” McClellan said. “Mr. 
Lampe, my chemistry teacher, taught my 
uncle, and Mr. Rohrs taught my aunt!” 

Gracie Gerlach, a third generation student, 
said nothing keeps her from returning.

“I love UA,” Gracie Gerlach said. “I 
definitely see myself coming back.”    

Past pranksters
“we went to the second floor mezzanine, and there was 

this huge 12-foot log sitting up there, propped up with the class 
number painted on it,” Shelby said. “nobody understood how 
it got in the school. i just laughed, i thought it was fantastic.”

the perpetrators were so secretive that no one in the 
senior class let on who did it.

“we just let it stay there.  and until graduation we never 
found out who did it,” Shelby said. “at graduation, one of the 
valedictorians got up to give his speech, and his speech was 
the ‘tree of life’. He was the instigator of it. Shelby said the 
students wrote him a letter, thanking him for allowing the log 
to stay and for understanding their intentions. 

“i thought, ‘How neat, how great that someone could pull this 
one off,’” Shelby said. “that was my idea of a student activity.”

according to senior gracie gerlach, senior prank’s are scarce in 
recent years because of warnings given to students about pranks.

“Seniors are sent letters saying, ‘if you do a senior prank, 
you won’t graduate,’” she said. “i haven’t heard of anyone 
doing a senior prank in years.”

principal Kip greenhill said that senior pranks are treated 
much more seriously, especially after events such as the 
columbine and 9/11.  

“anyone who disrupts a public building is serious stuff,” he 
said. “the consequences could be severe.”

For instance, one year, greenhill said that there was a flare 
in the school, which could have been dangerous.

“what someone might think is funny,” he said. “Someone 
else might not.”    

O
senior pranks are no longer a tradition, but 
they used to be a highlight of the school year

one tradition is no longer present at UaHS, a tradition that 
left underclassmen in awe for years to come—senior pranks. 
the policy concerning senior pranks has also changed recently, 
but the ability of students to laugh and learn can be seen through 
years of pranks. Here are some highlights from over the years.

when gerlach was a sophomore in 1952, she said a 
few students got fire hoses into the air vents of the Jones 
auditorium, and soaked the auditorium and seniors below.

according to chip Hess, a 1970 UaHS graduate, the best 
senior prank was when a class stole the “Big Boy” statue from 
a Frisch’s Big Boy and cemented it to the top of the school.

according to matt mcclellan, a 1985 UaHS graduate, one 
senior prank seniors set up “For Sale” signs from around Ua 
around the entire building.  another prank students performed 
was when they transformed the senior parking lot into a beach 
with large quantities of sand, an inflatable pool and a beach ball. 

although, Shelby’s calm demeanor in handling senior 
pranks was put to the test multiple times—with cockroaches, 
glued typewriter keys and a floatella of hot dog boats in the 
natatorium, Shelby recalls a senior prank that meant more 
than just a good laugh. the prank involved several students 
putting an enormous log, hollowed out and filled with cement, 
into the high school one weekend. 
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HHogwarts. Ollivander’s. The Three Broomsticks. Sound familiar? 
Fans of the Harry Potter series will now be able to experience the world 
of wizards and magic in the new theme park, “The Wizarding World 
of Harry Potter.” Universal Orlando Studios has scheduled the widely 
anticipated amusement park to open June 18 in Orlando. The 20-acre 
park will feature many attractions and rides, the ideas of which come 
straight from the Harry Potter films and novels. 

Junior Kailey Simmons is an avid Harry Potter fan and wants to visit 
the theme park sometime in the future. 

“I would love to see a recreation of the [Hogwarts] castle and 
Diagon Alley,” Simmons said. “It would be so cool to put yourself 
inside the story like that.” 

Senior Olivia Von Lembcke is also a Harry Potter fan and heads 
the UAHS Harry Potter club. Like Simmons, Von Lembcke said she is 
looking forward to visiting the new theme park. 

“This summer a group of my friends are taking a road trip down to 
Orlando to go to the theme park on opening day,” Von Lembcke said. “I 
plan to stay there about five months,” she joked. 

According to the Universal Orlando Studios official website, one of the 
most prominent sections of the amusement park will be the remake of The 
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. Visitors will be able to tour 
the castle and see the recreated rooms, including Dumbledore’s office, the 
Defense Against the Dark Arts classroom and the Room of Requirement. 

Of course no amusement park is complete without rides. Perhaps one 
of the most thrilling roller coasters will be the Dragon Challenge. The 
ride features two coasters, and the website said passengers will be able 
to choose whether to ride aboard the Hungarian Horntail or Chinese 
Fireball dragon. 

Another ride the park offers will be the calmer Flight of the 
Hippogriff. Ideal for children and entire families, this ride focuses on a 
fictional creature called a Hippogriff, which has the head of an eagle and 
the body of a horse. According to the website, park guests will have the 

photos courtesy universalorlando

theme park based on harry potter book series set to open June 18
chance to learn about the mannerisms of the creature and then take a ride 
aboard the Hippogriff, which will take passengers past Hagrid’s hut. 

Although Simmons is excited to see the world of Harry Potter 
recreated, she said some aspects of the park interest her more than others. 

“I don’t really expect much from the rides,” Simmons said. “I’m more 
interested in the scenery of all the buildings.”

After the excitement of touring Hogwarts and riding the roller coasters, 
visitors will have the chance to rest, eat and shop in Hogsmeade. In the 
Harry Potter novels, Hogsmeade is a village inhabited entirely by wizards. 
The village in the theme park includes many of the same shops and 
restaurants Harry Potter fans have become familiar with in the books and 
films. The website said that park guests will be able to dine in the Three 
Broomsticks, which will offer pumpkin juice and non-alcoholic butterbeer.

At first, Von Lembcke said she thought the creators of “The 
Wizarding World of Harry Potter” would try to build the park too quickly 
and ignore the details, but she said her opinion has changed. 

“It makes me really happy to know that [the creators] are actually 
trying to make this as much [like] the wizard world as possible,” Von 
Lembcke said. “I will for sure be trying butterbeer and pumpkin juice—
otherwise I would not be true to my fellow wizards.”

The website also says Hogsmeade will offer many shopping 
opportunities. At the wand shop, Ollivander’s, customers will be able to 
choose from an array of different wands to buy as souvenirs. The Owl 
Post is a post office that will contain Harry Potter postcards for park 
visitors to send to their friends and family directly from the park. 

Von Lembcke said she is excited to have the chance to be immersed in 
the world of Harry Potter.

“I have always wanted to be in the films,” Von Lembcke said. “Now I 
feel like I can because with an imagination you can pretend that you are 
going to school [at Hogwarts] and that the park is your home.”

For Harry Potter fans, the chance to actually visit and experience 
the wizarding world may seem like a dream come true, but “The 
Wizarding World of Harry Potter” is no dream, and the long wait for 
the park to open will soon be over.    

emanalbash ‘10

DeSantis Florists, Inc.
865 DeSantis Court - PO BOX 14488 - Columbus, Oh 43214

	 www.desantisflor.com	-(614)451-4414	-	Fax	(614)451-7704

COME	FOR	YOUR 
BOUTONNIERE	OR	CORSAGE!

Hagrid’s Hut

Magical Muggles 
dumbledore’s office

the Hogwarts castle

Hogwarts express



14 may 5, ’10 may 5, ’10arlingtonian may 5, ’10arlingtonian

Restaurant Wars

alisongilbert ’11

aTThe Short North’s Northstar Café sister restaurant—Third and 
Hollywood—has dominated the Columbus restaurant scene  with bold 
twists on classic flavors since opening in 2009. 

Located at 1433 West Third Ave. in Grandview, the upscale eatery 
boasts roomy, padded, red leather booths and thick wooden tables rather 
than the usual white tablecloths and china plates. The stylish design of 
the restaurant features dim lighting, allowing the bar, as well as the booths 
and individual seating to be lit by slender, hanging lamps. The atmosphere 
could only be described as sophisticated, taking on the feng shui of a 
trendy lounge more than that of a five-star restaurant.

The menu features new takes on timeless favorites. With everything 
from an artfully prepared Caesar salad ($4) to a home-style plate of 
meatloaf and mashed potatoes ($19), the variety was outstanding. The 
prices, while high, seemed reasonable after the first bite.  

I began with the Guacamole and Pimento Cheese starter ($9)—the 
bright green guacamole was fresh and speckled with lime, bell pepper and 
cilantro. The pimento cheese dip was a fantastic mixture of smoky and 
salty flavors accompanied by occasional red pepper bits. For the main 
course, I went with the southwestern styled veggie burger ($16). Instead 
of Northstar’s beet based burger, Third and Hollywood’s updated version 
features black beans, corn and red peppers. The burger is surrounded 
by two buttery, toasted, sesame buns and topped with guacamole, red 
onions, melted Monterrey jack cheese, fresh iceberg lettuce, mayonnaise 
and a slice of tomato. Though the options for sides are seemingly endless, 
I went with an order of the hand cut, crispy fries, but the menu offers 
alternatives such as mashed potatoes, tortilla chips, green bean salad and 
cole slaw. After enjoying  three supremely delicious parts, I was able to 
conclude that the meal as a whole was a success.

Despite lofty prices, the newest member of Northstar family of 
restaurants managed to develop healthy-edged modern dishes, using fresh 
ingredients, creative 21st-century-styling and a homemade attitude.

A consistent finalist on The Columbus Dispatch’s list of the top twenty 
restaurants in Columbus, Rigsby’s Kitchen has been the talk of the town 
with critics and food lovers alike since opening in 1986. 

The Short North -based restaurant is owned by Tasi and Kent Rigsby 
and gained notoriety for its simple, but refined menu. Rigsby’s is nestled 
at 698 North High St. and has the feel of a chic eatery in Italy rather than 
that of one in the heart of central Ohio. The atmosphere is intimate, 
graceful and elegant. A long wrap-around bar surrounds the exhibition-
style kitchen. But don’t let the dim lighting, beautiful wood planked 
floors and upscale artwork fool you; there is nothing fussy or formal 
about Rigsby’s. The owners actually promote a healthy sense of comfort 
and encourage patrons to dress and act in a casual fashion.

Rigsby’s dishes offer an array of cultural flavors inspired by those 
of Italy and the Mediterranean. The menu is small and the prices 
are lofty, but the exquisite flavors outshine the high prices. The 
restaurant carefully selects the best local food vendors to ensure fresh 
ingredients year round.  

The house sourdough bread was a dark crusted creation, quite 
possibly the most delicious bread I have ever tasted. I continued 
with a classic Caesar salad ($8), which was perfectly portioned and 
plated. The lettuce was crisp and the dressing was neither too light 
nor too heavy. I followed with a main course of House Made Ravioli 
with Butternut Squash and Sage Brown Butter ($22). The pasta was 
exceedingly fresh and practically melted in my mouth. The entrée, 
while intimidating, was expertly seasoned and stunningly arranged 
on the plate. I finished with a fantastic Affogato of Jeni’s Vanilla Bean, 
Honey Ice Cream with Chilled Espresso ($8). The espresso, while 
strong, was supremely satisfying. Overall my meal was perfect. It was 
filling, flavorful and superbly executed. 

With artful design, creative essence and delicious flavor in each dish, 
Rigsby’s Kitchen has and will continue to win over any guest.    

in a timeless battle of new and old, rookie restaurant third and hollywood takes on 
long-time favorite rigsby’s Kitchen. although both restaurants should be reserved 
for special occasions, inviting atmospheres and creative menus are sure to please

THIRD aND HOLLYWOOD rIGSBY’S KITCHEN

VS
Final Verdict: Final Verdict: 

photos by alisongilbert
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YYear after year, over 70 high school lacrosse teams compete for one goal: 
the state championship. No matter what region or division, the chances of 
winning are slim. And winning is, after all, what generally defines a team.  

With five straight state championships, from the 2004-2008 seasons, 
the UAHS boys lacrosse team went into the championship game last year 
against Worthington Kilbourne High School with confidence and victory 
on their minds. However, as the final seconds wound down and the time 
expired, the Bears saw their winning streak come to an end.

Head Coach Ted Wolford said the team worked hard, despite the 
disappointing finish.

“It is always hard to lose a close ball game. I was very proud of how hard 
our guys worked,” Wolford said. “They had a lot of pressure on them, and 
still our guys stayed focused and worked to the very end, and just missed 
the opportunity to tie things up.” 

Similarly, the girls lacrosse team, led by coach Kim Rocheleau, ended 
last year with a 7-6  championship loss against rival Sycamore High School.

“The loss last year was a tough, yet winnable game. We have used such a 
close loss as motivation since then,” Rocheleau said. 

Both teams have won many state championships in the past and are 
highly respected in the Midwest. Seniors, like midfielder Spence Parsons, 
have been part of many top tier squads and have helped continue their 
programs’ success.  Since their losses, the two teams have worked hard to 
become better teams. Both participate in summer lacrosse camps, fall ball, 
and are always in the weight room.

Parsons said the loss from last year has motivated the team to work 
harder this year.

“Last season was a situation we hadn’t been in before. It was a winnable 
game and we should have won, but it was a good learning experience,” 
Parsons said. “This year we want to get back to that level of play except 
maintain our work ethic.” 

Senior Kevyn Harer said she thinks the team can be one of the best in 
the state this year. 

“Last year, we often let up after getting an early lead. Using that as a 

learning experience, we now know that we have to continuously keep 
up our guard and stay focused,” Harer said. 

As spring neared, both teams scheduled trips to prepare for the 
2010 season. While the boys headed to Baltimore, Md to face some top 
squads, the girls went to Louisville, Ky for their games. 

In Louisville, the girls team saw success as they comfortably won all 
of their games against some mediocre competition, Rocheleau said. 

Junior Cam Williams went on the boys trip and said the team 
finished with a 3-1 record against some of the more superior opponents 
in the region. Their loss came with two-year starting attackman Luke 
Treece sitting on the sideline for much of the game. Still, according to 
Williams, the team gained a lot from the trip and left with hope for the 
regular season.

“The trip showed us exactly where our talent level was, and how 
good we are,” Williams said. “It is also a good team-bonding experience 
and helps us mentally prepare for the upcoming season.”

Despite last year’s let downs, both teams still have high expectations 
for this year. According to junior Adriane Ghidotti, who has been 
a member of the varsity team since her freshman year, the team is 
optimistic due to the 12 seniors on the team.

“We have lots of talent this year, and I think our team can go far into 
the state championship. We like how high the expectations are in UA 
because we use them as motivation to do better in the future,” Ghidotti 
said. “I think if this year we make it to state, we won’t make the same 
mistakes and will win the game.”

The boys team has set even higher standards for themselves, even 
after seeing their winning streak end. Their three goals are to win state, 
the Midwest, and if possible go undefeated, Williams said. 

Parsons said he has confidence the team will persevere. 
“We have great talent level in Arlington, but that is not the 

problem,” Parsons said. “If we go hard every second of every practice 
and every game we are almost unbeatable, and that is why this year we 
are going to win- by always playing to our potential.”    

parijatjha ’11

return to the ’ship
photo courtesy lisadrake

the boys lacrosse team huddles after a 
game against dublin coffman. the team 
has high expectations following a loss in 
the state championship last year.

   2010 Women’s Lacrosse

     Going for Gold
 • Morrison • O’Neill • Harer • Galantowicz • Poole • Frair • Drake • 
Knoop • McDermott • Ghidotti • Holbert • Hanover • Kessler • Niles • 

Williams • Hobson • Heinline • Cotter • Steen • Hansel • Groza •
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there is no doubt that different moods bring about different types of music.  
well musicovery is the perfect site for this. Simply pick a mood, like energetic or 
positive, then click a genre of music and a desired decade and the listener will 
instantly find a web of songs to be played. one drawbacks to the site is that users 
cannot skip songs if they see another one they like unless they are a premium 
member, which requires a monthly fee. one of the best features is that users can 
also search for their favorite artist, favorite songs, or popular hits and base their 
songs off of this as well. if they want to discover songs that aren’t very popular 
yet, this site has that capability also. it is a great site to listen to while working on 
homework or doing something else because a continuous list will play, all satisfying 
your mood.

many people wonder how they can help a 
charity or organization but never get around 
to actually doing something. with Kiva, users 
don’t even have to leave their house, or even 
theirs chair. through a view simple clicks of 
a button, users can make someone’s dream 
come true. Kiva is a website that allows 
someone to lend money to an entrepreneur 
across the globe with the idea that they will 
eventually pay them back. donations can be 
made in someone else’s name so this is a 
great gift for someone who wants more than 
the average gift. this website gives people an 
opportunity that they may have otherwise 
never be given and motivates them to start 
a business.

Charity

Kiva.org

Music

Highlighted websites aim to defeat  boredom
Web Show options...

“Our mission is to provide music education and support services to help individuals achieve their musical goals.”

Call 614.745.1245 Today!!

Learn to Play from the 
Performing Professionals
594 S. Cleveland Avenue 43081
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Gmail more

Search

the internet offers many possibilities, but finding the best websites to waste 
time on can be tricky. look no further; the answer is only a few clicks away

Highlighted websites aim to defeat  boredom

StumbleUpon.com

millions, if not billions, of websites bombard the internet, so what are the chances users 
will visit even a small fraction of them? very slim. However, StumbleUpon allows viewers 
to find websites that interest them. with one click of a button, users can arrive at a site 
dealing with a huge variety of topics. it all depends on what users click on the first page, 
as the topics range from cooking to movies to mythology and humor. if users find a page 
they enjoy, they simply hit the “i like this” button and it will give them pages similar to 
that one. read comments about the page or simply enjoy viewing it.  this site fills the 
void of an open afternoon for hours of surfing pleasure.

Amusement

Clothesoffourback.org

Shopping
ever wanted to wear that gorgeous dress 
your favorite celeb wore to an event? 
well, now you can and have the money go 
towards a charity. clothesoffourBack is 
a charity organization that holds auctions 
for celebrity clothes, memorabilia and 
other items that any fan would love to get 
their hands on with the proceeds going 
to charity. the range of celebrities is huge; 
there are shirts that Jersey Shore castmates 
wore to celebrities’ outfits, such as Jennifer 
aniston’s academy awards dress. charities 
like Feeding america are all supported 
through this organization. So if you have the 
time and the money, why not splurge on a 
one-of-a kind-piece that will benefit others 
as well. layout inspired by google.com

Musicovery.com

James C. Bieber, O.D.
Russel S. Fillmore, O.D.
Douglas J. Bosner, O.D.
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FFour thousand three hundred 
thirty-four miles, one thousand three 
hundred eighty-three feet and four 
inches—the exact distance of my first 
flight. It seems crazy that you only 
need to fly eight hours to cover this 
immense distance. I have never slept as 
well as I did after the 30-hour trip. 

 When starting this column, 
I intended to write about the 
differences between German and 
American culture. I have since 

realized that while most people, both 
American and German, assume the cultures are completely different, 
in most cases, this is entirely wrong. It is more or less funny prejudice 
we hold, that we have nothing in common. Many stereotypes we hold 
about each other are completely false. I know of  no Germans who wear 
lederhosen or love sauerkraut, nor have I yet seen any Americans dressed 
like cowboys or toting guns everywhere.

However, after dispelling some of the funnier stereotypes, I realized 
some legitimate differences.  Many of these, I believe, are historically 
caused. For instance, Americans feel good to be American. Germans do 
not feel good about being German. In America, if you love your country, 
you hang a flag outside of your house. In Germany, you don’t. While here 

you’re lauded as a patriot, in Germany, you are often insulted as a Nazi.
Another difference I noticed is the yellow signs in people’s yards that 

say, “I am so cool, I play football at the high school.” The people here are 
proud of what they do, which I think is a key to their success. The self-
confidence of America is descended from the idea of the American dream, 
and that is something that, unfortunately, many Germans lack. There is 
no “German dream.” The only “dream” we had was the fanatical vision of 
a mentally-disordered dictator, and this was no dream; it was a nightmare 
from which the victims suffer even today.

Schooling is another area with differences between the two 
countries. Four days per week, my school in Germany releases at 
1 p.m.  However, schools like mine in Germany have much fewer 
extracurricular options. In America, of course you have to take math, 
English and science, but there are also subjects like photography, jazz 
band and a student newspaper. 

The part of American life that I envy most is the driver’s license.  That 
simple thing gives you more freedom than anything else. Here, you send 
a text message to your friends, and two minutes later you have met up for 
lunch. In Germany you send a text message to your friends and even two 
hours later you still have not met, because someone missed his bus.

0.000000000737262931 light-years—the exact distance of my return 
flight. I expected that I would be surprised in America, but I didn’t expect 
I would be surprised by similarity of the two cultures. It seems that the 
world has shrunk in the past 30 days.    

guest columnist
mariushepp

student exchange reveals 
international differences, insights

I
all Hail Hendrix

 In a time when the radio is dominated by 
pop divas and aspiring rock talent continues 
to disappear, it is always pleasant to see Jimi 
Hendrix’s name grace Rolling Stone’s top 10 
albums chart at number seven. Fourty years 
after his death, Jimi Hendrix is still producing 
songs with five-minute-long solos that gyrate the 
bodies and minds of his listeners. After listening 
to the posthumously produced album Valleys of 
Neptune, which was released March 9, you will 
be reminded why Hendrix has been in a league 
of his own when it comes to electrifying people 
with his music for much of the past 50 years. 

The album consists mainly of studio 
recordings produced in 1969 at London’s 
Olympic Studios. The studio recordings 
had been set aside for many years until 
they were recently brought to the public’s 
attention by Janie Hendrix and Eddie 
Kramer, who were Hendrix’s stepsister and 

bofisher ’11 personal audio engineer, respectively.
 Aside from the brand new tracks, the 

album is sprinkled with a few previously-
released hits including CREAM’s original 
“Sunshine of Your 
Love.” Hendrix’s 
polished remake of 
the classic stands 
out among all other 
tracks on the album, 
not only in the fiery 
guitar jams, but 
also its rhythm and 
organization. Instead of following CREAM’s 
path, Hendrix tosses the lyrics aside and 
embarks on a seven-minute guitar solo joy 
ride, speeding up the beat and then easing it 
down in the middle. Hendrix takes on the song 
with energy and electricity, making it his own. 
In the end, it rises above the original version.

“Red House,” another familiar tune, gives 
off a bluesy, soul tone with vibrating guitar 

riffs from beginning to end. Hendrix’s guitar 
drones along throughout the track with his 
band members, carelessly, playing just to 
play. Feeling more like a demo being played 
solely for the fun of it, Hendrix toys with his 
guitar and puts on yet another show that is 
just enough to satisfy his listeners. 

Aside from the five previously released 
tracks appearing on the album, listeners 
will remember few songs after hearing them 

for the first time. 
Unfortunately, 
many new tracks 
on the album fail to 
give off  the genius 
from Hendrix’s 
guitar that is 
expected from him. 

If not for the 
famous tracks such as “Sunshine of your 
Love” and “Red House,” which showcase 
Hendrix’s talent, the album would have 
difficulty standing out among other 
Hendrix albums. Though the album as a 
whole lacks the color and flash that Hendrix 
usually projects, the sheer excitement of 
long lost Hendrix tracks is worth any praise 
it receives.    

courtesy legacyrecords

Jimi Hendrix
valley of neptune

legacy records
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A
why the wink?

as i walked down the 
hallway, i saw my friend and 
prepared to shake his hand, 
but instead of the traditional 
greeting, he winked. i was 
shaken to the core; in my eyes 
a wink is a creepy gesture 
made only for negative 
intentions. although he did 
not have any distasteful 
desires, he still freaked me 
out. this made me wonder 
—why the wink?

the main problem with 
winking is the difficulty in discerning what the winker’s 
intentions are with the wink. are we sharing a secret? are 
you expressing romantic interest? are you just saying hi?

 what makes matters worse is that anyone can wink 
from friends and family, to coaches and teachers, and even 
random strangers—i have witnessed winks from all of 
them. although many people may use the wink, the gesture 
always seems creepy. this is caused by the one time you 
meet eye-to-eye with a random stranger, and instead of a 
friendly greeting you receive an all too promiscuous wink. 
From then on, every time you see a wink, you think of that 
unfortunate event.

For those of you winkers out there, you should know that 
you are sending an unintended message. my glee teacher 
once winked at our class after a performance, and we all 
looked at each other in confusion. as always, we all were left 
wondering: why not applaud or even give a head nod? why 
the wink?     

my problem is caused mainly by the lack of a definite 
definition for a wink. i’ve had coaches who wink when i do 
something well, and i’ve had people wink at me when they’re 
playing a joke on me.  and to all the ladies, i’ll warn you now: 
it’s just creepy.

what scares me even more is that if so many 
 people are winking, does that mean they all have some 
sort of distasteful thought going on in their head that  
they can only express with a wink? that’s a scary and 
disturbing thought.

to stop this troubling disaster that is a wink, many paths 
can be taken. For example a global definition could be 
created. the world definition of wink could be a gesture 
made when wooing a person. another route that could be 
taken would be to eliminate a wink all together and avoid 
the confusion. either way, action must be taken so this 
winking epidemic stops.

each individual can do his own part to help control this 
fiasco. the best way is next time you suffer from being 
winked at, bring up the question: why the wink?      

parijatjha ’11

we need more than a ban
staffeditorial

RRecently, the city of Columbus followed suit of many other 
city and state governments by passing a law that bans the use 
of a cell phone to send a text message, check e-mail, or access 
the I-nternet while operating an automobile.

This is a move that has frequently been the subject of debate 
among teens, parents and advocates of safer driving conditions.

According to a 2009 study by the University of Utah, the use 
of a cell phone to text while driving reduces one’s reaction time 
by as much as if the driver had a blood alcohol concentration of 
.08 percent. This in turn causes drivers who use cell phones to 
be four times more likely to get in an accident, according to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administration.  It’s obvious 
that legal measures need be taken to minimize the number of 
distracted drivers.

What doesn’t make sense is the details of the ban—the less 
publicized minutiae. The Columbus ban, as it was passed on 
April 5, set the act of texting while driving as a primary offense, 
meaning that it could be the cause of an officer pulling over a 
driver. The ban takes effect May 5.

This leaves a wide margin for human error. It’s easy enough 
to turn off your phone, delete the text message that was read 
or sent. It’s also easy enough to text in such a way that people 
outside your car cannot see. The ban seems difficult to enforce, 
at best.

In addition to a ban, there is other action that can be taken on 
a personal level to reduce the danger of phone use and driving. 
Turning off your phone, or putting it out of reach altogether, 
can reduce the temptation to engage is such a risky activity. And 
although it shouldn’t be done, if you must talk on the phone, get 
a hands-free headset.

The simple actions of many people can have a far greater 
effect than any ban.    

editorial cartoon aliceo’neill and louward

license and 
registration, 
please.

Hold on. let me finish 
sending this text.
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