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Arlingtonian is a student-produced newsmagazine published approximately 
every four weeks by Journalism III-A students at Upper Arlington High 
School. The publication has been established as a public forum for student 
expression and for the discussion of issues of concern to its audience. It 
will not be reviewed or restrained by school officials prior to publication or 
distribution.  Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student expression, the edito-
rial board, which consists of the staff’s top editors, will determine the content 
of the newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore, material may 
not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of Upper Arlington school 
officials.  Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, guest columns and news 
releases from faculty, administrators, community residents, students and the 
general public. The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the right to with-
hold a letter or column and return it for more information if it determines 

the piece contains items of unprotected speech as defined by this policy.  As 
a public forum, all letters and columns meeting the above criteria will be 
posted in full on the Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.com for a 
minimum of four weeks.  Arlingtonian and its staff will strive to publish only 
legally protected speech following the legal definitions for libel, obscenity 
and invasion of privacy. The staff will also refrain from printing stories that 
create a material disruption of school activities. Because the Arlingtonian 
staff will determine content of the publication, it will therefore also take complete 
legal and financial responsibility for what is printed.Arlingtonian will not avoid 
publishing a story solely on the basis of possible dissent or controversy. The 
Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing and production costs through 
advertising sales, subscription sales and other fundraisers. The editor or 
co-editors shall interpret and enforce this editorial policy.
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Ii’d like to highlight an issue that has 
recently come to light in Arlingtonian. 
like most publications, Arlingtonian has 
been affected by the economic recession. 
Advertising sales have plummeted due 
to advertisers understandably cutting 
back. inevitably, we have dealt with these 
problems as best as we can through other 
fundraising efforts. while the situation is not 
dire, it is definitely a cause for concern for 
the staff.

while the picture i paint is distressing 
i still have hope for the newsmagazine. 
i encourage any individual, company or 
business to continue to support our 
publication. Buying advertisements, making 
donations or encouraging others to buy 
subscriptions is one of the few ways you 

Leah Johnston
leah johston, editor in chief

“Like most publications, 
Arlingtonian has been affected by 
the economic recession.”

can help our publication stay afloat. 
if you are interested in any of these 
options, you may contact us via email at 
arlingtonians@yahoo.com or by mail at 
Arlingtonian, 1650 ridgeview rd., Upper 
Arlington, oH, 43221

As an Upper Arlington tradition that 
dates back to 1937, we have served 
the student body and community with 
the latest news at our school. over the 
years we have become a fixture as one 
of the many things that makes UAHS 
and the Upper Arlington community so 
special. our main goal has and always 
will be to give a voice to all the students. 
As a community that prides itself in its 
many traditions, it would be a great loss 
to lose one as unique as Arlingtonian.

this issue is filled with all types of 
stories, from technology to fashion 
to education news, there is surely 
something for all readers. in particular, 
the new flex credit system is a hot topic 
not only for our class discussions, but 
the entire school administration. it will 
definitely be interesting for students and 
teachers alike to see the implementation 
of the flex credit.

wishing everyone an enjoyable 
winter season,
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if you’re a cross country runner, you’ll have to write about [things 
like] your training, warm-ups, nutrition ... What you have gotten out 
of cross country,” Greenhill said. “You’ll probably have to put that 
together in a two- or three-page essay, and you’ll get credit for it.”

Another benefit of the flex credit program will be that students can earn 
credit for classes not offered at the high school, Greenhill said.

“If you spoke Italian, you might take a proficiency test in [it],” 
Greenhill said. “Even though we don’t offer Italian, you could get 
credit for it.”

Not every aspect of the program is new. For example, it is 
currently possible for students to test out of or skip some classes. 
Before the current school year, freshman Ben Kompa took an online 
course to skip Global History, covered the Freshman Literature 
and Composition curriculum during a special class in eighth grade, 
skipped Physical Science, and tested out of Spanish II. This freed his 

schedule to take some sophomore classes, 
like AP American Studies, as a freshman.

However, implementing the flex credit 
system will make skipping and testing out 
of classes, as Kompa did, much easier. In 
addition to creating a standard system for 
testing out of classes, the flex credit system 
will allow students to earn credit for 
testing out. Since Kompa tested out of his 
classes before the flex credit system was 
put in place, he did not earn credit for the 
classes he skipped.

One worry for some, especially teachers, 
may be that the system will make it too easy for 

students to earn credits and get through high school, Greenhill said. 
“Students could lose that personal contact sometimes. And there 

could be small holes [in knowledge],” Math teacher Amy Oxley 
said. “You might be able to do well enough to pass the test but that 
doesn’t necessarily mean you would know all of the little ins and 
outs [of a course].”

Teachers may have another worry, according to Greenhill.
“Quite frankly,” Greenhill said, “a lot of them are going to be 

worried about jobs.”   

SSix days a week, from November until February, sophomore Ben 
Mastruserio heads off to swim practice, often at 5:30 a.m. followed 
by a three hour after-school session. Swimming is arguably one of 
the toughest and most time-consuming sports, yet Mastruserio is still 
required to take physical education.

However, this will change next school year with 
the new flex-credit system, which will allow students 
different ways to earn high school credits. With the 
new  state-wide system, some sports, music groups, 
and internships could be counted for credit, making it 
much easier for athletes like Mastruserio to get credit 
for phys. ed. for his involvement in sports.

According to principal Kip Greenhill, the flex 
credit system will give students two alternate 
ways to earn high school credit. In addition to the 
option of merely taking the class, another way 
will be to show proficiency by testing out of the 
class. A final way to earn credit will be through an 
“educational option,” which will allow students to 
earn credits through internships, music groups and athletic groups.

“We may have students take tests to say, ‘I’m a pretty good 
speaker.’ And they’ll show proficiency in Public Speaking [to avoid 
taking] the class,” Greenhill said.

To earn phys. ed. credits, as in Mastruserio’s case, students will be 
able to either  test out of the class or take part in an athletic team—an 
“educational option,” where they may have to write an essay to recap 
their physical education experience, Greenhill said.

“What you’ll probably have to do is write a reflection piece. So, 

noahgrumman ’12

A little flexibility

“ “we may have students 
take tests to say ‘i’m a 
pretty good speaker.’ And 
they’ll show proficiency 
in public Speaking [to 
avoid taking] the class.

Principal Kip greenhill

How do you feel about taking 
gym class and playing sports?

to be put in place next year, the new 
flex credit system will allow students to 
test out of classes 

“I hate it. I feel like 
it’s a waste of time 
because I run cross 
country and track. 
On a given day, 
sometimes I’ll be 
running eight miles 
after school [and still 
have to take gym].”

junior sarah Hobbs
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“It’s not a question 
of being healthy or 
understanding how to 
stay healthy, because 
you learn more by 
playing a sport. [Instead 
of gym class] you could 
fit in another class that 
you may want to take.”

senior Mike Brienza
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Heating up the ice 
parijatjha ’11

improved hockey team looks 
forward to a winning season

junior Neil McKenzie plays center on the second offensive line for UA.  After 
a lot of hard work during the off season, the Bears are off to  a strong start 
this season. photo by emilypoole

our goal is to always work hard 
and to know that each time we 
come off the ice, we left it all 
out there.

Junior neil McKenzie

Recovering from a disappointing previous season, the Bears 
had much to improve when they stepped onto the ice this past 
November. For their first game on Nov. 27, the hockey team 
had the odds against them as they faced their opponent, the 
Centerville Elks, 2009’s state championship semifinalists.

To the dismay of viewers, the Golden Bears surprised many 
with their outstanding performance, beating the Elks 4-2.

 The team this season has continued to improve with each 
game. Senior captain Ethan Burton is optimistic and hopes to 
surpass last year’s season, a year when the Bears set a record for 
most losses in a season.

 “Last year we were miserable, but we 
are off to a better start this season. After 
beating the Elks and tying our division 
rivals Dublin Jerome, I think we can do a 
lot with our season,” Burton said. “All we 
need to do is work hard, and we can do it.” 

 Despite the agains-the-odds win against 
Centerville, head coach Jay Graham and 
the Bears were not entirely surprised by the 
outcome of the game. Hours of practice and months of hard work 
had combined to build a team stronger than previous years.

 “After last year’s season, we did not step off the ice. Instead we 
worked hard for each other, and through this we’ve gelled together 
as a team,” Graham said. “So during that Centerville game and 
all of our other games[since], we never stop and we never quit. 
Because we are a family and don’t want to let each other down.”

 Another key component to the team’s improvement is the 
large amount of experience earned by the squad returning this 
year. Players such as juniors Neil McKenzie and Jack Sansbury 
have been racking up many varsity minutes since their freshman 
and sophomore years. McKenzie and Sansbury are crucial 
members of the first two lines in the Golden Bear’s offense.

 “We’ve improved through training, lifting, and practice, but 
having 19 returning guys gives us so much experience, and it has 
given us all an ability to bond, and form chemistry,” McKenzie 

said. “The experience has given us depth from our seniors, like 
Ethan Burton, to improving young players, like [sophomore] K.C. 
Kessler.”

The team’s morale is further helped with the addition of a brand 
new locker room. The upgraded facilities, at UA’s home arena the 
Ice Haus, have given the Golden Bears a place to call home and a 
reason to strive for greatness. According to McKenzie, everyone 
has his own locker, each labeled with the player’s name above it.

“Through generous donations we were able to get a new locker 
room this year. From custom stalls and fresh paint to beautiful 
acrylic signs, the locker room has it all,” Graham said. “Not only 
does it give us a better appearance, but it also gives us reason 

to play harder, and show everyone we 
deserve it.”

While the locker room bumped up 
the team’s charisma, this attitude gave the 
Bears a fighting chance to beat another 
rival, the Northview Wildcats. The close 
game ended in a loss for the Bears; 
however, the team was not discouraged.

“We always play elite teams in the 
north. The Northview game was made for us to lose —at times it 
seems like our schedule was made for us to lose— each game helps 
us prepare for the state tournament,” McKenzie said. “We’re facing 
more competition than a lot of central Ohio teams, and in the end 
we hope that it will help us achieve our goals.”

According to Graham, the Bears main goals this year are to 
be one of the top three teams in the league, go to the district 
tournament, and make an appearance in the frozen four— in other 
words: to be state semifinalists.

“Our goal is to always work hard and to know that each time 
we come off the ice we left it all out there,” McKenzie said. “No 
matter win or lose, we work hard for each other, and we keep 
each other motivated, so in the end hopefully we can finish the 
season strong.”    
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the ipod craze began in 2001, when Apple debuted its first generation ipod. the technology quickly took hold, as people 

realized the revolutionary capabilities of the device. According to techcrunch, Apple sold 100 million ipods after just five years 
on the market while it took tv thirteen years to reach a market audience of just 50 million. However, the ipod has a rival that is 

rarely mentioned, but it includes many of the same revolutionary features as the ipod—Microsoft’s Zune. 

hannahjochem ’10

Battle of the MP3’s

Apple has revolutionized the way 
people listen to music through the 
invention of the ipod. people no longer 
have to carry box radios or personal 
cd players, and tapes have become 
objects of some unidentifiable past. 

the ipod has proven attractive 
to customers through its wide 
range of convenient capabilities. 
Not only does it have the ability to 
store large amounts of music, but it 
also comes with a calendar to help 
manage a schedule, a place to store 
contact information, an application 
to keep notes, an application that 
tracks the stocks, the current weather 
and a calculator. 

itunes, Apple’s online store, offers 
another realm of opportunities, including 
over 10 million songs, normally 99 cents 
each, an infinite supply of movies, tv 
shows, games and 100,000 applications. 
the App store has a variety of 
downloadable applications, for example 
an application to get driving directions 
or a workout calculator. genius is 
another feature of Apple’s ipod that 
creates playlists of songs already in 
your library that go well together and 
suggests songs that have some of the 
same qualities.

the ipod has undisputedly taken over 
the music world through its ground-
breaking technology and ability to store 
large amounts of music combined with 
its compact design. the ipod’s popularity 
was showcased in a study done by the pew research center, 
declaring that one in five people under the age of 30 reported 
owning an ipod.

even in these trying economic times, Apple still manages to 
overwhelm the business world with its revenues.

Steve jobs, ceo, of Apple, in a jan. 2009 press release, said “even 
in these economically challenging times, we are incredibly pleased to 
report our best quarterly revenue and earnings in Apple history—
surpassing $10 billion in quarterly revenue for the first time ever.”

the sales of the ipod speak to the amount of competition 
Microsoft’s Zune is providing in this battle—virtually none.

resembling an Mp3 device like Apple’s 
ipod, Microsoft’s Zune is a product with 
many of the great qualities of an ipod, yet 
it remains less popular.

According to Microsoft’s website, an 8 
gB Zune costs $189.99, which is $10 less 
than Apple’s ipod touch for many of the 
same great qualities and, in some cases, 
more.

like an ipod, the Zune includes 
wireless capabilities, an endless supply of 
downloadable games, music, tv shows, 
movies, and touch controls. in addition, the 
8 gB Zune holds up to 2,000 songs, 25,000 
photographs, or 24 hours of video—more 
than the ipod. the Zune also offers wireless 

Zune-to-Zune sharing, meaning Zune owners 
can share their music, pictures and audio 
podcasts with other Zune owners where wi-
Fi is available. the Zune also offers a built-in 
FM radio from which songs can be directly 
purchased.

the rival to Apple’s itunes, Zune 
Marketplace offers many of the same 
features, including downloadable music, 
games, videos and podcasts. However, 
instead of paying for an individual download, 
like when using itunes, Zune Marketplace 
costs a flat rate of $15 per month for 
unlimited downloads. 

when compared to an ipod, the qualities 
offered by the Zune seem more practical 
and advanced.  

Senior Kathy chilikov, owner of a 120 
gB Zune digital player, said, “ipods cannot 
compare to Zune...with Zune, users 
can surf the web as well as look through 
personal photo albums. what’s even better 

is that you can listen to radio from all around the world.”
chilikov also said that the podcasts, music videos and FM 

radio are her favorite features on her Zune.
the Zune offers more features than even an ipod, however, 

Microsoft’s Zune still has not seen the success of Apple’s ipod.
in a comparison of sales between the ipod and the Zune, 

rolling Stone Magazine revealed that Zune’s sales were down 54 
percent in the fourth quarter of 2008 when compared to the 
same time in 2007.

No matter what type of technology is needed by the 
customer, either Apple or Microsoft will fulfill the need with their 
revolutionary Mp3 devices.    

photos courtesy apple & Microsoft

8 gB itouch COMPare 8 gB Zune

$199 price $190

1,750 Song capacity 2,000

6 hours
video 

capacity
24 hours

yes wi-Fi yes

no radio yes, fM

itunes, pay per 
product

99 cents per 
song

Software
Zune 

Marketplace, 
$15 per month

black color
pink, red, black, 

blue, green

3.5 inch Screen Size 1.8 inch

downloadable 
from the 

itunes store,
$4.99

games

downloadable 
from Zune 

Marketplace, 
included in 

montlhy rate
source: apple & Microsoft
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As opening night approaches, the actors will have to start putting 
more time into rehearsals each week. Junior Keeley McCormick, who 
will be playing Maria’s friend Rosalia, said she has participated in Jekyll 
and Hyde as well as Damn Yankees and is aware of all the work ahead 
for everyone involved in the production.

“We will be rehearsing nonstop,” McCormick said. “Dress 
rehearsals are the best preparation for opening night. These happen 
during the home stretch, which is the most fun because all of the little 
details come together and the show really comes alive.”

According to Kauffman, although the actors are an integral part 
of West Side Story, over 30 different 
committees also work on everything from 
the set design to spreading the word about 
the play.  

Mariotti said the backstage workers 
put in a tremendous amount of effort and 
deserve credit as well. 

“I think the thing that sometimes goes 
unnoticed is all the work that goes into the 
set that parents and members of the tech 

crew do,” Mariotti said. “The set this year is going to be incredible, but 
it will require an extreme amount of work. Everybody involved does 
such a good job.”

West Side Story is scheduled to run from Feb. 25-28. According to 
Kauffman, this is the first year UAHS has ever performed West Side 
Story, and he said he has high hopes for the outcome. However, he 
said he is concerned that with all the work put into creating the show, 
not enough people will come to see it. 

“The one thing that I do not want [West Side Story] to be is the 
greatest musical that no one has ever seen,” Kauffman said. “I want us 
to fill the house.” 

Each year, Kauffman and theatrical advisers choose which musical 
to perform based on resources, variety and opinions. McCormick said 
she favors Kauffman’s choice to perform West Side Story. 

“West Side Story was always my mom’s favorite musical so I grew 
up watching it,” McCormick said. “To this day I still cry every time I 
see it. I was so excited when it was announced. It is a great show.”  

In spite of the demanding choreography, long rehearsals and the 
daily challenges of the world of theatre, McCormick said she is glad to 
be a part of West Side Story.    

A

Gangs of New York

emanalbash ’12

thespians prepare for West side story,  
a musical that brings many challenges for cast

After attending the West Side Story tryouts, junior Andrew Mariotti 
anxiously waited over the weekend for the cast list to be posted. As he 
walked up to the list in the morning, he was nervous and began to doubt 
himself. However, after glancing at the list, he was filled with relief and 
excitement. Mariotti had gotten the role of Riff, one of the main 
characters in West Side Story.       

“I had been thinking about the tryouts the whole weekend,” 
Mariotti said. “After seeing the competition, I had convinced 
myself I was not going to be getting any major role. I was very 
happily surprised.” 

West Side Story, a modernized version 
of Romeo and Juliet, takes place in 
Manhattan in the 1950s and focuses on the 
struggle for power between two teenage 
gangs—the American Jets and the Puerto 
Rican Sharks. Amid the fighting, Tony, a 
Jet, and Maria, the sister of a Shark, fall 
in love, and try to stay together in spite of 
escalating tension between the two sides. 

For Mariotti and the other actors, the 
auditions and production of West Side Story were different than past 
musicals. Music teacher and director Eric Kauffman said the musical 
required students to have skills beyond just acting and singing.

“To cast this show there was more of an emphasis on dance, 
because this show requires a tremendous amount of dance skill and 
ability,” Kauffman said. “It [also] required physical characterization, 
that you could you show your character through your physicality.”

Casting also differed this year in terms of the people who 
auditioned. Many students who often got leading roles graduated last 
year, and this particular show grabbed the attention of people who had 
not auditioned in the past.

Senior Tyler Moody, who will be playing the role of Tony, said he 
faced challenges with the upcoming show because it is the first musical 
he has ever been a part of at UAHS. 

“I hardly have any experience with acting,” he said. “I would say 
that is my weakness, but I am working on it and it’s fun.”

On the other hand, Moody has had musical experience both inside 
and outside of school. He participates in Vocal Ensemble and Men’s 
Glee at UAHS. In addition, he plays guitar, writes music and sings for 
a church band. 

”
“the one thing i do not want [West 
Side Story] to be is the greatest 
musical that no one has ever seen. 
i want us to fill the house. 

Producer eric Kauffman

graphic by louward
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After anxiously waiting in a classroom for 48 minutes, 
senior john* is finally released for lunch. he exits the 
building and crosses the parking lot toward his car, but 
before he starts the engine, fastens his seatbelt, or even 
closes the door, he does what he has been waiting to 
do all morning—he lights up a cigarette.

this is one instance of a trend has steadily become 
more noticeable at uAhs, and with this change, comes 
a renewed smoking culture that has a great impact on 
the entire community.

photo illustrations by nicolewagner* denotes a source that requested anonymity

leahjohnston ’10 & coreymcmahon ’11
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John began smoking during his sophomore year, but it really 

began to pick up last summer. Like most teens who smoke, he said 
he never even meant to start the habit.

“I was really reluctant to start. It just wasn’t something I 
wanted to do,” John said. 

Although he attributed his reluctance to the health effects, 
John said that became less and less important to him.

“After a while, I started,” he said, “and I don’t really care about 
the health effects anymore.”

The health effects, however, are serious in terms of both long 
and short term consequences. According to school nurse Vicki 
Powelson, the health problems range from lung cancer to heart 
disease and strokes. Other effects that impact smokers more 
immediately are an increase in blood pressure and hygiene issues, 
like yellow teeth and bad breath. 

Those repercussions are beginning to accumulate as John’s 
habits have grown to their levels today. John admits he’s addicted 
and smokes half a pack or more everyday. However, he does not 
believe that his situation is the norm for students at UAHS.

“I don’t think [smoking] is as big of a deal as it is made out 
to be [at UAHS],” John said. “I only know five or so people who 
are actually addicted. The rest of the people who smoke do so 
casually, like at parties.”

UAHS school nurse Laurie Long believes that smo
“To some degree, [teens] have always smoked and it’s always 

been a part of their culture,” Long said. “But I do think that 
[students smoking] dropped [in numbers] for a while and now it 
seems to have increased.”

Senior Eric Riley, who does not smoke, said that while he did 
not view smoking as a huge problem, the sight of students lighting 
up has become more frequent.

“I see a lot of kids smoking at school, especially in their cars on 
the way to lunch,” Riley said. “In my grade, I’ve definitely seen an 
increase in smoking. I think as we’ve gotten older, more students 
have experimented and become addicted.”

While students may admit to smoking casually at parties or 
with friends, they downplay its significance because they deny 
addiction. Among these students is sophomore Matt*.

“So many people smoke at parties—even people you wouldn’t 
believe smoke,” he said. “They’re not necessarily addicted, but 
they will take it if it is offered.”

The expansion is also being observed by students who choose to 
abstain. Junior Laura Kington, who does not smoke, has taken note.

“A lot of my friends have started smoking, but I don’t think it’s 
that big of a thing. Most kids smoke socially but aren’t addicted,” 
Kington said. “The only time it is really in your face is at parties.”

Junior Sam* also mentioned parties and said that smoking is 
not kept to small segments of the student body.

“At parties, a ton of people will go out to smoke,” he said. “It’s not 
only people from specific [social] groups, it’s all kinds of people.”

With more students smoking, it has become a more visible issue 
on a daily basis. During a walk up and down Mount Holyoke during 
a lunch period, one may find two or three cars with students smoking 
in them.

“Often during lunch [we] will smoke,” Sam said. “And I see people 
in their cars during lunch with a cigarette in their mouth.”

Riley expressed similar sentiments, saying students smoke at 
school in several places.

“I’ve seen students smoking in the parking lot and even right 
outside the building,” Riley said. “The [practice] field always has 
cigarette butts too.”

Such activity, use or possession of cigarettes, is grounds for 
discipline, suspension, emergency removal, or even expulsion, as 
deemed by administrators, according to the Students’ Rights and 
Responsibilities Handbook.

That does not always stop students who think it is worth the risk 
to smoke during school hours or on school grounds.

“I smoke during lunch all the time,” Matt said. “It’s a nice break 
from classes.”

Sophomore Nicholas Mehrle has been noticing the increase in 
smokers at UAHS. However, he said the smoking scene is avoidable 
for those who don’t wish to become involved.

A Social Norm

A Thin Line

Senior james* has sold cigarettes to younger students who aren’t of legal 
age to purchase tobacco. Some students who smoke said they prefer the 
convenience of buying from another student rather than attempting to 
purchase from a store and being carded.

photo illustrations by nicolewagner
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“It’s definitely visible to 
everyone,” Mehrle said. “I 
definitely view it as a bad 
thing, but it doesn’t really 
change my view on these 
people, because they don’t 
do it around me, so I can just 
ignore it.”

Even more risky is the 
activity of senior James*. 
James is 18, and therefore of 
legal age to buy cigarettes. 
He doesn’t just buy them 
for himself, though. James 
has also bought and sold 
cigarettes to younger friends 
and classmates; several times 
he has made the transaction 
during school.

“I’ve sold to people who 
aren’t 18 yet,” James said. “I 
know it’s illegal and against 
school rules, but I think it’s 
their decision, so I let them 
make it.”

Apart from buying tobacco 
from people like James, 
students are left to find stores 
that won’t ask for proof of 
age. Sam, who is only 17, 
does not consider this much 
of a problem. He said plenty 
of stores around town are 
looking for the extra business.

“More often than not, I 
have to go buy them myself,” 
he said.

However, Sam and Matt 
said it is more convenient to 
buy from a friend than going through the trouble and risk of buying 
tobacco themselves.  

“It’s just more convenient and less of a hassle,” Sam said. 
When asked if he is exacerbating a serious problem, James didn’t 

think so.
“I don’t think I’m contributing to a problem,” he said.  “[If they 

don’t get them from me] people can get cigarettes other ways. Plus 
most people I know aren’t addicted. They just smoke to feel good.”

But the line between smoking socially and becoming addicted 
is thin. According to the National Institute of Drug Abuse, “When 
someone develops tolerance, he or she needs more drug to get the 
same effect. Eventually a person can become addicted. Once a person 
becomes addicted, it is extremely difficult to quit. People who start 
smoking before the age of 21 have the hardest time quitting, and 
fewer than 1 in 10 people who try to quit smoking succeed.”

This statistic explains how even if smoking is initially just a casual 
habit, it can quickly grow into something more. Nicotine is the 
addictive component of tobacco, and it reaches the brain in eight 

seconds after someone inhales tobacco smoke, according to the 
NIDA. The pattern of teens smoking affects both genders and all 
ages, with most teens starting to smoke as just an experiment.

Powelson said students don’t realize the extent of their actions so 
they continue to smoke despite warnings.

“[Students] think it’s cool to smoke,” Powelson said. “They don’t 
think in terms of addiction. That’s what smoking is: an addiction. It’s 
easy to start and hard to stop.”

Peer pressure is a major factor in why students start smoking, 
particularly at parties that teens attend. Smoking at parties and other 
social events is how Sam started smoking during his sophomore year.

“I wasn’t directly pressured,” he said, “but it just felt weird to be [at a 

The Influence

photo illustrations by nicolewagner

while smoking is strictly prohibited 
by the school, many students continue 
to smoke on school grounds anyway. 
the parking lot and practice fields are 
common areas.
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party where people are smoking] and not do it, too.”
This is similar to the way that other students, including Sarah*, 

began smoking; however, Sarah also emphasized the curiosity that she 
felt for smoking.

“I was constantly being offered cigarettes, but it wasn’t just that,” she 
said. “Just being around them tempted me to try.”

Now, Sarah and Sam smoke one or two packs per week and have 
friends who do the same. So while students smoke in casual situations 
and seem to think it is not a problem, with friends, they may be extending 
the habit.

“I didn’t mean to, but I got one of my friends to start smoking,” Sarah 
said. “I did it, and eventually she decided to [smoke,] as well.”

According to the NIDA, 80-90 percent of smokers started as 
teenagers, some even starting as young as middle school. Furthermore, 
70 percent of teens age 17 or less say they regret starting. 

Sarah said she believes her friend is now addicted to cigarettes.
“I think that smoking at parties can be just as bad as anywhere else,” 

she said. “The effects are just the same.”

Despite the information and education students have received 
over the years regarding the problems associated with smoking, it 
still remains an ever-present part of teenage culture. And although 
ending the cycle of addiction is difficult, many methods are proven to 
be successful for smokers. The NIDA stresses the importance of teen 
smokers quitting while they can, specifically before the adverse health 
effects worsen or become deadly. In fact, one in every six deaths in 
the United States is a result of smoking.

With such a track record, many find it surprising that students 
take up the habit. Powelson said students need to realize the adverse 
effects apply to all smokers, young and old.

“Students need to really understand the long term effects that 
smoking leads to,” Powelson said. 

Others believe however, that the information is there, but it 
is falling upon deaf ears. Programs like Drug Abuse Resistance 
Education in health class have attempted to teach students about 
health effects for years.

“DARE doesn’t succeed in preventing [smoking],” Matt said. “If it 
worked there would be a lot less smoking and drugs in general. Kids 
believe what they’re learning about drugs, but by the time they are in 
high school it doesn’t really matter to them.”

John also said that current education programs have little effect on 
deterring students.

“It’s inevitable. Kids will always want to experiment and feel 
good,” he said. “DARE told you what could happen to your body, 
but most kids don’t care much. They have that ‘in the present’ 
teen mindset.”

Officer Don Stanko, who participates in teaching students at 
the elementary and middle school level with DARE, agrees that the 
program has limited effectiveness.

“No one can argue against the message of DARE. The information 
is dead on, and it’s something students should hear,” he said. “Is it 
true? Yes. Are [the kids] going to listen? Oftentimes no, because 

Breaking the Habit
• People who begin smoking before the age of 

21 have the hardest time quitting. fewer than 
one in 10 of those people will successfully 
break the habit

• In 2008, more than 20 percent of 12th-
graders smoked cigarettes at least 
once in the 30 days before a survey 
conducted by the national institute 
on drug Abuse

1  Nicotine is an addictive drug. it can cause 
changes in the brain that make people 
want to use it more and more

2  Smokers have two-to-three times greater 
risk of becoming blind due to eye disease

3  Smoking is the main cause of lung cancer. 
lung cancer is the Number one killer for 
both men and women

4   At least 80 percent of lung cancer occurs 
in people who smoke.

5  death from heart attack is two-to-four 
times more likely in smokers than  
non-smokers

source university of iowa and nida
infographic by coreymcmahon
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they’ve made up their minds or already started.”
Parents are left to turn to discipline for turning 

their kids off from smoking, although it may have 
limited effectiveness. Sam’s parents found out that 
he smoked during this past summer.

“They were disappointed, obviously, and I was 
in trouble and got punished,” he said. “But it hasn’t 
stopped me.”

For now, the key to reversing the trend remains 
unclear. As for John, he believes it is in the hands 
of the student body.

“It’s an issue for teenagers to deal with,” John 
said. “Other people can’t deal with it for [us]. It will 
always be our decision.”    

Solving the Problem
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bofisher ’11

due to the rarity of  w.g. grinders compared to Subway or 
Quiznos, in the event you do come across one, do not pass up the 
opportunity. grinders can be found on Fishinger road, grandview 
Avenue and North High Street, and its variety, price and taste are a 
welcome change from other sup shops. 

D
A grinder, another name for a sub or a sandwich, can hold 

anything from mouth watering honey-glazed ham to zesty meatballs. 
A meatball grinder puts shame to a Subway meatball sub. with four 
perfectly proportioned meatballs, the baked sourdough baguette is 
covered with a zesty marinara sauce and melted cheese. 

the quality of the food is not the only thing that will have 
an effect on sub lovers; it is also price friendly.  Along with a 
medium grinder, chips, cookies and a drink are only $5.  After 
trying a combo from w.g. grinders, Subway’s $5 foot-long, which 
requires customers to pay extra for sides, will be something of 
the past.    

though a sandwich from potbelly Sandwiches satisfies 
the customer, the sub itself is nothing out of the ordinary.  
when ordering, sub lovers have two sizes to choose from: 
original or Big. this can present a problem, as “Bigs” offer 
30 percent more sandwich than the original, but they do 
not quite reach the footlong length that some may prefer.  

 there are many subs to choose from, but the traditional 
meatball sub is a must when eating at potbelly.  though 
the sub is a typical meatball sandwich, with four tender 
marinara-soaked meatballs and melted cheese, it offers 
everything to satisfy the diner. the sub, though worthy of a 
try, is similar to a Subway meatball sub—good, yet boring. 

with two bun types to choose from, white or wheat, the 
toasted sub bun is something that might be offered in a 
deli and is quite plain. though a potbelly Sandwich may be 
nothing out of the ordinary, it is a good choice for price-
conscious sub lovers.

potbelly Sandwiches
rating:

despite the fact that penn Station can be pricey compared 
to the $5 foot long at Subway, an east coast sub, hand cut 
fries, and freshly squeezed lemonade is worth the cost, 
often exceeding $10. east coast subs range from the classic 
italian, to the baked chicken parmesan and can be found in 
grandview and on campus. 

All east coast subs are delectable however; the chicken 
parmesan comes out on top. the chicken parmesan sports a 
sweet-tasting italian bun and is baked with provolone cheese 

and diced chicken. the sub is then finalized with a respectable 
amount of marinara sauce, onions and mushrooms.

A nice change from the packaged chips and cookies sold in 
most sub shops are penn Station’s hand-cut fries, which might 
alter anyone’s perspective on fries. the crispy, fresh taste 
demolishes its competitors. 

Freshly squeezed lemonade is also a welcome change 
of pace from routine soft drinks. the amount of sugar and 
lemons combine to make a great drink to wash down a sub 
and fries. the cold, refreshing taste of freshly squeezed  
lemons is a must, and though it may be more expensive  
than the ordinary soft drink, it will make Minute Maid taste 
like lemon-water.

 ignore the price and venture into a nearby penn Station to 
enjoy an east coast sub, fries and lemonade. trust me, you will 
not regret this decision.

penn Station east coast Subs
rating:

w.g. grinders
rating:

sub graphic by aliceo’neill & louward, photos by emilypoole

10 east 11th Ave. columbus, oH 43201
price: $4.40 (original) $5.40 (big)/ sandwich

1257 w. 5th Ave. columbus, oH 43212
price: $5.99/ 7” sub

2820 Fishinger rd. Upper Arlington, oH 43221
price: $4.09-4.99/ 6” sub

(out of 5)

(out of 5)

(out of 5)

Searching for Subs



january 27, ’10arlingtonian 13january 27, ’10arlingtonianarlingtonian

February 25-27, 7:30 pm n February 28, 2:30 pm 

U
A
H
S
 
V
o
c
a
l
 
M

u
s
ic
 
D
e
p
t
 
P
r
e
s
e
n
t
s

tickets on Sale Now! uavocalmusic.org

4
8
7
-
U
A
T
X
 
in

f
o
 
a
n
d
 
t
ic
k
e
t
s

America’s #1 independent retail provider of •	
natural gas.
Founded in 1989, now serving over 850,000 •	
residential, commercial, and industrial 
customers.
To take control of your natural gas costs in •	

       your home or business, call 877-444-7427.

IGSenergy.com

Your Natural Gas Choice. ℠
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Cold Weather, 

Hot Fashion
alisongilbert ’11 & mariapaskell ’11

When celebrities such as Freida Pinto, Emma Roberts 
and Kerry Washington are all seen wearing a trend, it has 
to be big. Sparkle and sequin detailing and design is huge 
for 2010 and can be seen everywhere from haute couture 
runways to everyday department stores.

Even though sequins are usually worn for special 
occasions, it is easy to sport them anytime by pairing the 
flashy piece with something more basic. Sequins can be 
featured in a variety of ways, such as a simple blazer or 
an accent piece like a belt. However, it is important to 
remember that since sequins in themselves are so detailed, 
jewelry is overkill. 

This  trend generally comes in silver, gold and black 
hues, making it easy to pair them with all colors and styles 
of clothing. Ranging in formality, the look can either 
compliment a T-shirt with jeans or compose an entire 
sequined dress. 

This trend is extremely easy to access and incorporate 
into any wardrobe.  

Seen on runways around the globe, one of the biggest 
trends this winter is the use of ruffle detailing. Ruffles 
provide a warm, romantic look, even during the coldest of 
winter months. Many designers, such as Jason Wu, Armani 
and Chloé, have emphasized this trend as a major part of 
their winter collections.

Ruffles are a nice compliment to any outfit because of 
their subtlety. This trend adds a sense of elegance to any 
outfit and are perfect for a day or an evening look. The 
ruffles are extremely unstructured and are perfectly paired 
with a blazer or boots. Also when worn in neutral colors, 
this look can be extremely versatile. 

The ruffle is also a great trend because a form can be 
found for any body type. One fashion faux pas to avoid, 
is wearing too many ruffles in one outfit. One piece 
featuring the design is generally enough. Styles range 
from dresses to T-shirts but the pieces are always cute and 
functional. This trend is great for any season, body type 
and budget.

Ruffle Detailing

Sequins

Get The Look

rising  vapor  dress
Anthropologie,  $118

Get The Look

silence & noise  
sequin cardigan

urban outfitters,  $68

silver sequin  
Mesh tank dress

romeo & juliet couture, 
$69

skinny  
crushed-glitter belt

j.crew , $24.50

gladie ruffle tee
lA Made, $42

Winter fashion trends bring  
exciting new wardrobe choices

d & g jill stuart

balmain valentino

Merino ethereal  
ruffle cardigan

j. crew, $88
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DeSantis Florists, Inc.
865 DeSantis Court - PO BOX 14488 - Columbus, Oh 43214

	 www.desantisflor.com	-(614)451-4414	-	Fax	(614)451-7704

COME	FOR	YOUR 
BOUTONNIERE	OR	CORSAGE!

W

OOnce reserved for stuffy school uniforms, blazers have 
made a fashionable comeback. After being seen consistently 
in collections at Fashion Week in New York City, Milan and 
Paris, the trend has finally appeared in suburbia. Though 
designers such as Smythe and Balmain began the blazer 
craze, almost every collection has had some variation of the 
basic “boyfriend blazer.” 

This winter, opt for sharp tailored blazers to provide a 
clean, uncluttered look, instead of the standard cardigan 
or trench coat. Pair a blazer with a plain T-shirt, boots and 

old jeans, and the outfit is school ready. Throw it over a 
sparkly tank, dark jeans, and pair with black patent heels, 
and it’s ready for a night out. This trend can also provide a 
professional appearance without the stuffiness of a typical 
office pantsuit or skirt ensemble. Due to the structure and 
timelessness of a blazer, it is a great investment piece and 
will never go out of style. Also, because they are generally 
neutral colored, a blazer can be worn year round.

Blazers

Neon POP

Get The Look

tuxedo jacket
j. crew ,  $100

raleigh ponte blazer
central park West,  

$130

blazer With printed 
lining

MM couture , $99

vintage Whisper  
henley top

splendid,  $59
slim square-buckle belt

j.crew,  $35
neon bead hoop
juicy couture, $68

With winter in Columbus being notoriously gray and dull, a 
pop of neon color is a great addition to a boring winter wardrobe. 

Fashion designer Marc Jacobs is known for his outrageous 
styles and use of colors in his collections. In his fall/winter 2009 
runway show, Jacobs’ showed everything from tights to winter 
coats in an array of neon hues. 

Jane Kelter, Fashion News Director of Teen Vogue Magazine, 
featured neon colors as one of the top twelve trends for the fall 
and winter season of 2009. 

“Designers have dug out the very best from the [80s] like 
neon brights, bold shoulders, and a tribute to the era’s spunky 

style queen,” she said.
Neon colors can be incorporated into an outfit as a 

headband or bracelet, but if a more daring look is desired, try 
a bright colored dress or jacket. Like sequins, neon colors are a 
great way to spice up an otherwise boring outfit. 

Neon has come and gone, and come again, but this time we 
can expect it to stay around—at least until the end of winter.

Get The Look

pradaralph lauren

nina ricci marc jacobs
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Clubbin’ in ua
Mix of new, old clubs provides a variety of after-school opportunities
kristyhelscel ’11 & zoeywhitmeyer ’10

following the force

Ggood luck, break a leg or may the force be with you are all forms of how 
to wish good fortune upon someone either on the football field, in theater or 
in Star wars club. though Star wars club does not compete or perform, Brian 
chandler, adviser of the club, said that the group watches the films together and 
plays trivial pursuit. 

“during the holidays, we watch a holiday special of Star wars,” chandler said. “i 
own a bootleg copy of it. it is very rare.”

According to chandler, group members discuss their favorite characters and 
organize outside activities. recently, a few students and chandler traveled to 
Nationwide for “Star wars in concert,” an orchestra touring the United States.

“the live orchestra played music from all six films and rearranged the sound 
track to clips from the movies in a retelling. it was narrated by the man who played 
c3p0,” chandler said. “words can’t really describe how awesome it was.” 

in order to get this group of Star wars fans together, chandler said that two 
years ago three freshmen approached him asking him to be the adviser. 

“i jumped all over it,” chandler said. “there was a Star wars 
club a while ago, but juniors corey McMahon,  Alex clark and 
jamie vaughan were the ones who brought it back.” 

Although meetings are not as frequent as they used to be, 
the group tries to cater to each individual’s schedule. chandler 
said now that the main group has grown older, they are busier 
and have less time for Star wars club. 

left: chandler’s mug features the famous Star wars character darth vader. 
He has been a fan of the series for years.

Ping pong playoff

Oonce the bell tones 3:05 p.m., most students rush 
to their lockers, eager to get home and forget about 
school. As some get dressed for practice, hit the weight 
room or even prep for an after-school nap, others make 
their way to the lc Forum—not for homework, but to 
play table tennis.

the table tennis club is comprised of 25 students and 
holds a variety of table tennis talent. eSl teacher Mary-
Madora Mak advises the club and said the club attracts 
students with different levels of aspirations.

“there are always a few hard-core players who focus 
on their skills,” Mak said. “And there are some who use 
it as an outlet, a social and fun time.”

though the club has yet to organize events with 

other schools, they create tournaments involving the 
players in the club or free play, a non-scoring game. 

According to Mak, the level of play depends on the 
group members.

“when i started, i had a really competitive group,” Mak 
said. “they challenged [the math] teachers.”

Unfortunately, the club is unable to promote itself as 
much as it would like, due to a lack of equipment. with 
only three ping pong tables, the club cannot accommodate 
a large group, and students are forced to share, Mak said.

Sophomore Sunny park said he is involved in table tennis 
club to stay in shape as well as make friends.

“ping pong lovers come. [either you really] like it or just 
want to be involved,” park said. 

table tennis club is open to all students and all levels of 
play, Mak said. 

“[You] come to just play,” park said. “[people are] always 
welcome to the club.”

olivia von lembcke, Headmaster and leader 
of Harry potter club,  poses in her Hogwarts 
uniform with her “Nimbus 2000.” She 
competes for gryffindor’s quidditch team.
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Happy holidays

Magical muggles 

NNeighbors compete for nearly 
everything—the most dazzling 
christmas lights, the better easter egg 
hunt, the ultimate Fourth of july party 
or even the most enthusiastic patron 
on president’s day.  And every year 
there are clear winners—that neighbor 
unopposed to sabotaging fellow 
neighbors to make sure they are the 
neighborhood champion. 

it is hard to say which students will 
grow up to be this type of neighbor, 
however students can prepare by being 
a member of Holiday club. the club is 
dedicated to celebrating the holidays and 
helping less fortunate children around 
the world.

juniors Mandy pendery and Yan wang, 
leaders of the club, aspire to maintain 
enthusiasm among fellow club memabers 
and encourage them to achieve the 
club’s ultimate goal.

“we just want to make UAHS a 
happier place,” wang said. “[And] give 

Oon her 11th birthday, senior olivia von lembcke waited for her letter of acceptance to 
the Hogwarts School of witchcraft and wizardry.  the letter never came, but von lembcke 
remained a passionate Harry potter fan.  this year,  von lembcke decided to restart Harry 
potter club with fellow magically gifted students after the club ended two years ago.  

“[Students] should be allowed to celebrate Harry potter,” von lembcke said.  “ we 
should be given the opportunity to play quidditch with each other.  we need to have some 
diversity in the school.”

in order to properly learn witchcraft and wizardry, members of the club are supposed 
to bring a broomstick to quidditch matches and a wand to meetings. 

“we go over certain spells with each house and we learn to play quidditch,” von 
lembcke said. “we are going to try to take [club members] to the tri-wizard tournament 
and play against St. charles’ and watterson’s Harry potter clubs.” 

All members of the club were divided into the traditional Hogwarts houses: Slytherin, 
gryffindor, Hufflepuff and ravenclaw. 

“we split the club into houses by ‘sorting’—that is the proper term,”  von lembcke said.
According to von lembcke, there is a strong rivalry between the houses.
“Members of gryffindor are smarter and more courageous than those of 

Slytherin,” von lembcke said. “Slytherin members are ruthless and will do anything to 
win—good or bad.”

Senior gaven Mcdaniel, head of house for Slytherin said that von lembcke is biased 
against the other houses in the club. 

only the upcoming quidditch match will tell which House is truly better.     
photo by emilypoole

photo courtesy yanwang

junior Sam McBride said the club plans 
to feature a cd for each holiday.

“For easter, we’ve been talking 
about having a school-wide egg hunt,” 
wang said. 

Holiday club has proven itself among 
holiday lovers and potentially may be 
the next generation of overly festive 
neighbors.  this fundraising, enthusiastic 
club is on a mission to keep the school 
festive, one holiday at a time.

[students] something to celebrate.”
Holiday club was created this 

year by wang and pendery, advised 
by social studies teacher christine 
Hayes, and has quickly grown to 
80-90 students. For such a new club, 
Holiday club has already been able 
to host several events. the club held 
a teacher-student basketball game, 
a fundraising event and has a good 
attendance rate, pendery said.

“we do a lot of fundraising for 
underprivileged people,” wang said. “this 
club is 60 percent parties and 40 percent 
fundraising.”

in december, the club also 
participated in operation christmas 
child—a program that brings toy-filled 
shoe boxes to children across the world 
in desperate situations.

“we packaged christmas boxes with 
gifts [that were] sent around the world,” 
pendery said.

Although Holiday club is young, the 
leaders have many ideas of possible 
activities they will host in the future.

“we have a lot of ideas, we just need 
to put them into action,” wang said.

on dec. 5, 2009, Holiday club hosted a teacher-
student basketball game in the varsity gym. 
the game had a strong attendance—and loud 
cheering section.
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Wwe all know those couples—the ones who cannot keep their 
hands off each other even if those around them are begging them 
to stop. don’t get me wrong, these couples are good people and 
fun to be around—when they are apart. However, public displays 
of Affection have escalated to the point where couples can no 
longer be distinguished from exhibitionists.

pdA has always been an issue at UAHS, but for some reason 
this year, even cootie-prone freshman couples are seen kissing, 
caressing or cooing pet names to each other. And if you think 
the freshmen are bad, then just wait until you look at the 
upperclassmen’s hallway activities. every year it seems that the 
amount of public love increases, with couples of all grades guilty 
of this infectious crime. 

But what causes these teens to display their love so publicly? 
their constant need of approval from their peers, secret desires 
to make their friends jealous, desperate need of attention, or is it 
their complete oblivion to social etiquette? i’d place my bets on the 
latter because i’m guessing the couples are too engrossed to notice 
their science teacher just saw them making out in the hallway.

However, there are alternatives for those hormone-raging teens 

public disturbances of Affection

marisapatwa ’12

love-sick teenagers infiltrate, hallways, sickening onlookers

who must kiss and cuddle in 
public. A quick kiss on the cheek 
or a friendly hug is acceptable 
as long as there is no groping or 
lingering stares involved. Hand 
holding is an unnecessary, but 
tolerable form of pdA, as well. 

Unfortunately, more 
nauseating forms of affection 
continue to increase every day, 
and these couples must be punished. Many still choose to parade 
around the hallways in a trance of infatuation and love, making 
everyone around them appalled. the couples in question should 
be forced to either separate for the rest of the day or be a taught 
a health lesson on their easily-transmitted disease, pdA. 

Honestly though, nothing can come out of pdA other 
than awkward conversation, disgusted stares, and disturbing 
encounters with teachers, classmates and other innocent 
bystanders. this is not a desirable situation for anyone involved.

My suggestion is to complete whatever act teens feel they 
must do in public as quickly as picking up a fallen French fry and 
devouring it so no one sees. Five-second rule anyone?    

eigHt in Eight students respond to a 
question in eight words

What is your favorite thing to do on a snow day?

i like to sleep late on 
snow days.

 Sophomore
 sunny park

i like to play with my 
brother chandler. 

Junior
olivia cole

throwing snow balls at 
people with my super 
friends.

Senior
Mac Wilcox

going to friend’s 
houses and having 
snowball fights.

freshman 
derek Allen

i like to build igloos with 
my friends.

Junior 
cam Williams

Movie Marathons with 
my friends all day long. 

Senior 
josey feltes

i love to go sledding 
down steep hills.

Sophomore 
shelby shea heller
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New flex credit option offers 
convenient solution for students
staffeditorial

WWith the advent of the new flex credit option, which allow 
students to “test out” of certain courses, many difficulties and 
opposing opinions have arisen. For some students, this option 
is a convenient way to receive course credits while not having to 
sit through an entire class going over material they already know.  
However, the possibility of more and more students testing out 
of classes may cause teachers to lose their jobs and class sections 
to be reduced, or even some courses to be removed from the 
curriculum altogether. 

Regardless of possible detrimental effects to the faculty, 
students should not have to waste time in classes for which they 
already know the content.  The star football player, for instance, 
should be able to test out of physical education, as the football 
team practices everyday and requires much more physical activity 
than in gym class. Equally, an excelling math student should not 
have to take mandatory math classes, such as Algebra and AFT, if 
she already knows the material. 

Core courses at UA are set up in part to make sure students 
learn the material required by the state of Ohio and the UA 
school board.  With the flex credit option, students would be 
able to prove their aptitude in these required classes, and will 
therefore be able to move on to more difficult courses or courses 
of more interest to them. In this regard, the flex credit actually 
promotes a higher level of learning than the current system.  

There are issues regarding the possible drop in attendance in 
certain classes, resulting in the need for fewer teachers. However, 
this theory assumes that everyone will be able to take the flex 
credit option and easily test out of courses.  The administration 
is adamant that only students with a full and complete grasp of 
the material will be able to test out, leaving the majority to take 
the course.  Therefore attendance in classes will not suffer, and 
teachers’ jobs should remain secure. 

The flex credit option marks a step forward in education 
and should be embraced.  While the majority of students 
will probably still have to take the usual mandatory courses, 
certain students will now have the ability to expand their 
educational horizons.  

editorial cartoon by aliceo’neill & louward 

Where’d all my 
students go?

I
they took our jobs!

Immigration has 
always been a hot button 
topic in this nation. Issues 
surrounding how illegal aliens 
take over predominantly 
American jobs have brought 
the subject to the forefront of 
modern-day politics.

Relating to these matters 
of job loss, the other day I 
went into the Chipotle at 
Kingsdale Shopping Center 
and was infuriated to see 
that the working staff was 
entirely Caucasian. There 

was not a single Mexican person in the entire restaurant. 
Later that day, I went to the Chipotle website, where it states that 

the restaurant is an eating establishment where “integrity” is the main 
focus. They tout all-natural ingredients, the friendly atmosphere, 
the fair pricing of their food, etc., but how can a restaurant proclaim 
“integrity” when it disregards the people whose namesake they use in 
the restaurant’s title—Chipotle Mexican Grill?

Perhaps it is because these persons of non-Mexican heritage are 
willing to work for less, or perhaps it is because they do the jobs that 
Mexicans themselves are not willing to do—I don’t know. What I am 
certain of, however, is that we have a serious issue on our hands, and 
the quality of the food suffers. It’s common knowledge that Mexican 
food prepared by a non-Mexican person results in a poorly wrapped 
burrito, as well as a poor meat-to-rice ratio resulting in several all-rice 
bites, and that is unacceptable. 

Therefore, I propose several ideas which may fix this issue. 
My first proposal is that we as a nation set up a giant wall 
around every Chipotle in the country. This way, only authorized 
Mexicans will be allowed to enter and work at any Chipotle. Also, 
a group of patriotic food-lovers known as the Minutemen, named 
after the minute it takes for a burrito to be made by a Mexican 
person (as opposed to the five minutes it takes people of other 
ethnicities), are willing to devote a part of their time to guard 
these boarders.

While these proposed solutions are practical and easy to enforce,  
many out there scoff at this issue. Non-Mexican workers at Chipotle 
have, by some accounts, claimed to be “sojourners” who only wish 
to help their families. They state that once they have enough money, 
they will leave Chipotle and return to more traditional American fast 
food restaurants, like Taco Bell or Panda Express. 

I still believe, though, that my solution is the only one that will 
finally solve this crisis. So the next time you bite into that taco or 
burrito, remember that the hard-working Mexican people who 
depended on Chipotle as a source of income are no longer being 
employed. More importantly, think about the quality of the food, 
because that is really the only thing that matters in the end.    

evansmith ’11
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◊◊◊ Come Serve with the UAHS Student Foundation ◊◊◊
Who:    All students and staff are invited to join our foundation members
What:   Serving breakfast at the New Life United Methodist Church
Where: Meet at UAHS to carpool to the New Life United Methodist Church
When:  One Sunday morning of each month
Why:     Because it’s fun!!  You get to meet new people and help someone else.
           Why not?

**For more information visit the Student Community Connection Office in the LC**◊◊◊ ◊◊◊
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