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student Ceo's
by george kankia '11

students coming up with ways to make a little money is 
nothing new. Some of the richest people in the world 
started by making small companies during school. Mark 

Zuckerberg founded Facebook out of his dorm room at Harvard, 
Steve Jobs co-founded Apple with his friends when he was 21, 
and closer to home, senior Ben Berens founded Home Grown 
Clothing in Massachusetts when he was only 15. 

Today Berens works to transfer his company’s success from 
Massachusetts by promoting his clothes on Facebook and at 
school. Home Grown clothing is mostly T-shirts and hoodies with 
pop culture based logos. Ben creates his own designs and logos to 
imprint on clothing, but so far his business has had a decrease in 
revenue since he moved to Ohio. 

“Back in Massachusetts, my friends and family helped me get 
my business going by promoting at my high school and to family 
friends. Selling clothes was overall much easier,” Ben said. “I sold 
three shirts and five hoodies in a span of two months. My logos were 
mainly skate designs and not many people skate here at UAHS.” 

Berens was able to make some money off his clothes at Andover 
High School in Massachusetts, but so far he is the only one 
wearing Home Grown clothing at UAHS. 

Berens is not the only business owner at UA. Senior Jaime 
Vaughn has used his musical talents to teach others guitar lessons. 

“I teach guitar lessons at my mom’s studio to younger kids. I 
have eight students right now and I work twice a week for about 
eight hours a week for $12 an hour. I am also doing a lot better 
than the other teachers at the studio because I have had less people 

drop out on me than anyone else.” 
Jamie has been teaching guitar for about a year now and he said 

the most students he has ever had was 15, which occurred after the 
release of Guitar Hero 3. The video game prompted lots of kids to 
pick up guitars and attend lessons. 

 “Most people think you have to be really good to teach guitar but 
you just have to know how to teach. It’s also easier teaching little kids 
because they trust you and they learn everything from the teacher.”

 Both students are connecting their Senior Capstone projects to 
their businesses hoping that they can be CEO’s as long as possible. •

golfers forced to halt their swings
by parijat Jha '11 

imagine you have worked for years to bring 
a championship to your high school. You 
have put in the hours of work, but in the 

end, your senior season is cut short.  
The Ohio High School Athletic 

Association rule book states that each golf 
team can schedule 18 matches and one 
scrimmage a season. In recent years UA 
coaches have over-scheduled during the 
season and are now paying the consequences.

First-year coach Ron Mautz already had 
big shoes to fill in coaching a program with 
17 state titles, however this disruption has 
added even more pressure. The program's 
past coaches may be a reason that the team 
had been played too much.

According to Mautz, his predecessors had a 

misconception of the implications of the rules. 
Previous coaches interpreted the 18 match per 
player limit as individual regulation, rather 
than a team limit. With players switching 
between varsity and JV, the team scheduled 
over 20 matches a year. When doing this, no 
player participated in more than 18 varsity 
matches; unfortunately, as a team the rule was 
broken. After learning that they had broken 
rules, the coach reported the discrepancy. 

“When we found out that we hadn’t 
followed the rules, we admitted to our 
mistakes, but we aren’t the only team who did 
this,” Mautz said. “So many teams all over the 
state are making the same mistakes, the only 
difference is that they are not coming clean.”

As a result of the mistake, the JV team's 
annual match limit decreased from 18 to 13 
for a three year period. The varsity team's 

game limit  was reduced to 15 for one-year. 
The penalty may not seem severe, but the 
effects dig deeper than they seem. Senior 
captain Chris Watson noticed a difference in 
experience in younger players.

“The younger players don’t gain as much 
experience,” he said. “With less experience 
they don’t develop as much.” 

For the past seven years, according to the 
OHSAA, the varsity golf team at Arlington 
has played too many regular season matches. 
Their penalty for is a limited amount of 
regular season games for three years. 

“We just need to be more careful in 
the future. I was put in a tough position.” 
Mautz said. “We have to live with the 
consequences, and in the end we will still 
try to put our best foot forward and beat 
our opponents.”  •

photo by hAnnAh royer

Seniors jamie vaughn (left) and ben berens sport home grown clothing 
merchandise while vaughn plays his guitar.  the duo have decided to work for 
themselves rather than seeking a job in a store or restaurant.

Young entrepreneurs attempt to lift  
their business's off the ground
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One coupon per person, per visit. Not valid with any other offer. 
Only original coupon will be accepted. Prices do not include tax. 
Valid at all participating locations. Expires 12-31-10. PLU 842

Small Coffee 
or Soft Drink
with purchase of a Breakfast or Lunch Sandwich

FREE
W I T H  T H I S  C O U P O N

Baked Fresh
All Day.

The Shops on Lane Avenue   
1621 Lane Avenue 

(between Gymboree & Larson's Toys)
614-486-7500

The Shoppes at River Ridge
4425 W. Dublin Granville Road 

(across from the Acura & Hummer dealers) 
614-761-3730

B A G E L S    S O U P S    S A L A D S    S A N D W I C H E S    D E S S E R T S  C O F F E E  

Free WiFi and Outdoor Patio at both locations
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by corey mcmahon, ´11

College visitations in the UA College Center offer students 
a much-appreciated opportunity to meet with admissions 
counselors and compare the offerings of various universities. 

Students can ask questions, discuss the college application process 
and much more. Although the benefits are numerous, many 
students participate in the visitation meetings because of an 
unintended benefit: the meetings excuse them from class.

Senior Kevin Jenq is among those who have used these college 
visits as a means to establish contact and learn about colleges.

“There were schools that I didn’t know about, but my parents 
and [others] had suggested might be a good fit for me,” Jenq said. 
“I went to some of them and learned a lot.”

Senior David Mehrle has been told that he should attend as 
many meetings as possible.

“Everything I have heard from colleges says that visiting and meeting 
[university personnel] is beneficial towards admission,” Mehrle said.

But some students have been abusing the privilege and 
attending more college visits than just those in which they are 
interested, often picking college visits on days they have tests or 
quizzes in their classes.

Counselor Allen Banks believes it is unavoidable that such 
abuse of the college visits will occur.

“It’s a given that with such privileges, a few will abuse [them],” 
Banks said. “We cannot be the ones who decide whether or not 
the student’s profile matches the visiting college.”

That does not mean students can get away with it, Banks added.
“If a pattern of abuse is noted, it will be addressed,” he said.
It’s not uncommon to see groups of juniors visiting the college 

center to grab excused-absence forms and sign up or all of the 
college visits taking place that day.

What makes the situation difficult to address is that the visits 
provide a benefit to students.

“Colleges and universities are stressing the fact that they want 
applicants to show ‘interest,’” Banks said.

And this benefit is not limited to seniors, alone.
“Juniors can certainly benefit from [the meetings,]” Banks said. 

“The summer before their senior year is a good time to visit, so 
getting contact information and what to expect from the visit is 
smart planning.”

Jenq said he has heard of freshmen in college meetings. 
“Does that really provide them any benefit?” he said. “I didn’t 

attend [the visits] when I was a freshman.”
According to Banks, the visitations are primarily oriented 

towards upperclassmen.
“[There is] not so much of a benefit for freshmen and 

sophomores,” he said.
Although visitations can provide much for a potential 

applicant, it remains to be seen if school administrators will 
change any policy to stop students from abusing the privilege of 
college visitations without limiting the chance of students to show 
their interest in a college or university. •

Some students abuse 
college visits to miss class

by parijat jha, 11

orchestra update
amongst all of the sports 
playoffs and races, some 
competitions go unnoticed. One 
of these is the orchestra race. 

eight ua students  
participated in the Oct. 3 
auditions for the 2010 regional 
Orchestra. Senior hannah 
dorfman and sophomore 
maddie english will represent 
ua's region this january. 

national Merit 
semifinalists
with students from 22,000 
high schools vying for national 
merit recognition, 17 ua 
seniors were named national 
merit Semifinalists. Students 
who achieved this recognition 
include: victoria adams, jean 

Choi, mary esler, helen evans, 
michael huntley, adrienne 
jenq, daeun kang, kelly kiser, 
perry kleinhenz, yeelee lee, 
Corey mcmahon, david mehrle, 
Simeng mia, david prez, Connor 
pittman, michael rogers and 
Collin Stewart.

faculty athletes
four faculty members 
participated in the Oct. 
17 nationwide Columbus 
marathon. wellness teacher 
kelley windle and social studies 
teacher yvonne edwards 
completed the half marathon, 
while global language 
teacher lauren koening and 
science teacher bryan wenger 
completed the full marathon. 

at press time, social studies 
teacher joe endres planned to 
race the original marathon in 
athens, greece Oct. 31. •

news briefs
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Four Looks You’ll Love 

1 Chunky knits

by alison gilbert ‘11

versatile fall fashions provide students with accessible, yet chic style 
options. from cozy sweaters to waterproof boots, this season is all about 
clean lines and comfort

a wardrobe staple for ladies this fall, this trend 
utilizes coziness and class. knit pieces are as practical 
as they are fashionable. a chunky knit sweater or 
dress is easily paired with leggings or jeans. bigger is 
better, size wise, and antique patterns are ideal when 
working this style.

all fall

2 leather jacket
perfect for cool fall evenings, a leather jacket is 

both fashionable and functional. pair it with a wispy 
top, jeans and boots for day or a cocktail dress, dark 
tights and metallic jewelry for night. this look is 
gender neutral and delivers the perfect touch for any 
fall ensemble.

3 duck boots
great for fall’s rainy days, this style provides the 

practicality of rain boots without the bulk. girls, think 
quick, casual and relaxed with leggings and an oversized 
sweater . guys, throw these classic boots with jeans and 
you are set for any type of weather. duck-boots are sure 
to keep your feet warm, dry and stylish.

4 Saddlebag
ditch last season’s clutch for fall’s favorite accessory: the 

saddlebag. a great complement to many of this season’s 
comfy-chic trends, the saddlebag puts a utilitarian-
flavored twist on the classic handbag. matched with a 
floaty, floral dress or boat-striped tee, this style creates an 
air of effortless ease. 

j.crew women’s double-
breasted cardigan    

$128

hunter women’s 
brixen boot                            

$150

sorel men’s 1964 
premium tcvs boot 

$110

lacoste women’s chisai 
chelsea ankle boot    

$97

bb dakota avery 
washed leather 

moto jacket                              
$96

tinley road women’s    
zip moto leather jacket 

$198

banana republic 
women’s chelsea bag 

$90

7 chi women’s        
audrey bag                

$190

lucky brand women’s 
back in the saddle bag 

$149

la made women’s 
thick-knit sweater                

$84

525 america women’s 
turtleneck sweater   

$176

topman men’s black 
leather look jacket      

$120
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dealing with the debate
by bo fisher, ´11 and evan smith ‘11

t here are four different strains of marijuana laid out on the 
table in plastic bags. Though the contents of each baggie look 
nearly identical, senior James* has no trouble rattling off the 

names of the strains and their individual effects when smoked.
James is a self-professed “weed-lover.” As a former dealer of the 

substance, he knows how big the marijuana market is.
“Selling [marijuana] is really easy money,” James tells us. “No 

matter where you go, there will always be a market for it. You buy 
a lot of weed to sell, and you go through it pretty fast.”

But there are also risks involved with being a marijuana dealer, 
which James says are the main reasons he no longer sells it.

“It’s definitely risky,” James says. “Besides the police, you might have 
to mess around with strangers and sketchy places; you got to be careful.”

Although James has stopped dealing marijuana, he still smokes 
it regularly. As we are talking to him, he has a few friends sitting 
with him in the basement of his house, all of them under the 
influence or in the process of smoking. The TV is on and a set of 
speakers is playing music from James’ iPod. The part of this story 
that is most surprising is that it is around 12:45 p.m. on a school 
day. In 20 minutes or so they will all go back to class—and none 
of them seem too concerned with that. 

They will get in their cars and drive to school, get to class, talk 
to their teachers, do their school work—all while they are high. 
James tells us it is something he’s become accustomed to doing.

“It’s pretty easy to pass for not being high,” he says. “If you 
smoke frequently, you learn to hold your substance.”

At his peak, James says he was smoking marijuana around five or six 

times a day; however, he does not classify such usage as an addiction.
“It’s not addictive at all,” James says. “If I suddenly couldn’t get 

weed [then it] could be annoying and put me in a bad mood, but 
you get over it. It’s not like crack where your body needs it.”

The truth of this is unclear. Professional opinions are contradic-
tory, but Adi Jaffe, a doctoral student at UCLA, wrote in Psychology 
Today that significant physical symptoms can accompany withdrawal; 
he noted that psychological and physical addiction are related.

“There is no doubt that real withdrawal symptoms exist for 
long term users [including] fatigue, depression, anxiety, sleep 
disturbances and trouble eating,” Jaffe said. “Psychological 
addiction and physical addiction [are] inextricably linked through 
our psyche’s presence in the brain.”

And according to the July 19, 2009 New York Times article “Mari-
juana is a Gateway Drug for Two Debates,” the risk of moving up from 
marijuana to harder, more dangerous drugs is a serious factor. The 
article presented Joyce, an anonymous source who was reported to have 
begun using morphine when she tried to quit smoking marijuana. 

James dismisses the gateway drug theory.
“If somebody moves on to harder stuff it’s because they want 

to do it,” James says. “If somebody starts doing heroin, it’s not 
because they used to smoke weed.”

Of course, not all share James’ pro-marijuana sentiments. Two such 
opponents are the federal government and the state of Ohio, both 
of which still hold laws prohibiting possession of marijuana at any 
age. With the Nov. 2 vote over the recreational usage of marijuana in 
California approaching, the debate is just beginning.

photo illustrAtion by corey mcmAhon 

With California’s proposition to legalize 
recreational use of marijuana in the state—
along with the realized legalization of the 
medicinal use of the drug in 14 states—the 
debate on legalizing marijuana is heating up

*denotes A source who requested Anonymity
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the history of hemp
Marijuana’s backstory is marked by various social 
perceptions

marijuana has one of the most convoluted and contradicting stories of any criminalized 
drug in history. According to Narconon International, a non-profit public benefit 
organization dedicated to eliminating drug abuse through drug prevention, drug 

education and drug rehabilitation, the cannabis drug’s beginning can be traced back to ancient 
times. Described formally in a Chinese medical journal in 2737 B.C., it was noted for its 
euphoric affects, and the plant’s popularity grew across China and into India and is believed to 
have reached Europe and indigenous North America as early as 500 A.D.

Jump forward about 1,000 years, and in 1545 the Spanish brought marijuana over to 
the New World. In colonial Jamestown, early settlers learned to grow tobacco as a cash crop, 
but hemp—a strand of the cannabis plant—was also one of Jamestown’s major commercial 
crops, according to the June 21 Time magazine article “Brief History: Medical Marijuana.”

While hemp continued to be a major crop in the United States, with such notable 
growers as Thomas Jefferson and George Washington, according to Narconon, 
marijuana as a drug gained popularity in the 1920s, around the same time as the 
prohibition of alcohol. Jazz musicians and others in show business began to smoke 
marijuana, and it grew in popularity. After a long campaign conducted by the U.S. 
Federal Bureau of Narcotics, which is now the Drug Enforcement Agency after their 
merge in 1973, all strands of cannabis were deemed illegal, including the hemp plant, 
which brings no euphoric effects when ingested. 

To Each His Own

The illegal sale of marijuana in the 
United States is now generally estimated 
to be a $10-$40 billion a year industry, 
according to a CNBC Special Report 
“Marijuana and Money.”  Additionally, 
according to the same article, there are 
estimates that the market could be as 
large as $100 billion a year.

Currently, 14 states and the District 
of Columbia have legalized medicinal 
marijuana. As such, these state rulings 
are in direct opposition to federal law, 
giving the federal Drug Enforcement 
Agency the right to raid medicinal 
marijuana dispensaries and seize assets. 
According to a 2009 Fortune article, 
“Is Pot Already Legal?,” this protocol 
continued until February 2009, when 
President Barack Obama declared that 
the federal government would no longer 
interfere in states’ rulings regarding 
medicinal marijuana.

However, the cannabis industry still 
faces challenges on all sides. From the 
nation’s war on drugs in states without 
medicinal marijuana laws, to smaller 
more local anti-drug groups, marijuana 
has many opponents.

According to the 2009 Primary 
Prevention Awareness, Attitude and Use 
Survey, which is administered in Franklin 
county schools, use among students 
is significant. Just over 20 percent of 
seniors reported smoking marijuana at 
least once per month.

In UAHS specifically, the student-led 
Team Delta Max, a drug- and alcohol-
free group, has maintained its stance 
that drug abuse need not be the norm 
amongst students. While Team Delta Max 

is focused more on efforts to create fun, 
alcohol-free environments for students, 
its mission statement, according to the 
group’s website, includes combating all 
drugs, including marijuana.

When asked, many members of 
Team Delta Max were not so adamantly 
against marijuana on a general basis as 
they were on a personal one, choosing 
not to use the drug themselves, but not 
condemning those who do.

Senior Keeley McCormick, a member 
of the leadership group of Team Delta 

Max, noted her own personal reasons for 
avoiding using the drug.

“I don’t really see the point,” 
McCormick said. “I’m impulsive in the 
first place; heightening that is not a 
good idea for me.”

Although she is against using 
marijuana herself, McCormick is not 
strongly for or against legalization of 
the drug.

“I don’t think it’d be that big of a 
deal [if it was legalized],” McCormick 
said. “Really, I think you have to take it 

photo illustrAtion by corey mcmAhon
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prop 19
California voters will decide Nov. 2  
whether or not to legalize 
marijuana for recreational use

by will seymour ‘11

proposition 19, a bill on california’s 
ballot this november, aims to legalize the 
recreational use and limited cultivation of 
cannabis in the state of california, according 
to the california statewide general election 
official voter information guide. 

the guide explains that the age of can-
nabis use would be the same as the age 
of legal alcohol consumption, which is 21. 
under the law, local governments would 
be able to decide the taxation, commercial 
production and distribution of marijuana 
within their jurisdiction. potential increased 
tax revenues in the hundreds of millions of 
dollars annually and potential correctional 
savings of tens of millions of dollars annually. 

supporters of the recreational and me-
dicinal use of cannabis argue that cannabis is 
an effective treatment for all sorts of ailments 
ranging from stomachaches to insomnia. 
According to the oct. 17 article “medical 
marijuana for the masses” in the silicon valley 
mercury news, california doctors are given 
much liberty in prescribing marijuana.

ricky silver, a student at oaksterdam 
university in oakland, california, which 
specializes in preparing students to run dis-
pensaries and cultivate their own cannabis, 
said the law could reduce drug violence.

“[we would be] taking a black market 
resource controlled through and by the 
mexican drug cartel [which] could reduce 
the amounts of deaths related to illegal drug 
trafficking,” he said.

on the other hand, no on prop 19, the 
organization opposing the legislation, notes 
safety as its primary reason for opposing it.

“prop 19 contains no prohibition against 
driving after smoking marijuana [for] 
anyone, even school bus drivers and heavy 
equipment operations,” roger salazar, the 
group’s spokesman, said in a statement.

Additionally, the group contends the 
law could harm california’s government 
and economy.

“[the law] sets up a situation where 
the feds could withhold billions in federal 
education funds while cracking down on 
california’s marijuana industry,” salazar said.

both sides of the argument will have 
their say on nov. 2, when the vote is held.  •

Over the decades, the fight against marijuana has loosened and so have enforcements 
against the drug. In 1936, the release of the film, Reefer Madness was one attempt 
through popular culture to steer teenagers away from smoking marijuana. The film states 
that marijuana can cause insanity and lead to intense acts of violence. For example, in 
one scene, a man smokes a joint and proceeds to violently beat another man to death.

According to The Union, a decidedly pro-marijuana documentary, the federal 
government changed its stance on cannabis with the onset of WWII. The federal 
government then declared hemp to be legal, and the government issued a pro-hemp 
campaign titled Hemp for Victory, which touted the plants usage in making wartime 
materials for the soldiers. When the war ended, however, hemp again became illegal, and 
with the onset of the Cold War anti-marijuana campaigns decided to drop their previous 
stances that marijuana led to insanity. Instead, they declared that marijuana led not to 
violence, but to passiveness, laziness and dullness of the brain. 

In 1970, the Controlled Substances Act of 1970 classified by the federal government 
as a Schedule I drug, which essentially means it is deemed to be one of the most 
dangerous drugs out there, with no known medical use. This put marijuana on the same 
level as heroin and LSD, with methamphetamine and cocaine being placed in the lower 
Schedule II level. 

But marijuana did not die out; in fact, it grew stronger in popularity. In the 1960s 
the drug became increasingly associated with college students and the hippie movement. 
Usage amongst teenagers increased, and today around 12 percent of eighth graders and 
33 percent of 12th graders in the United States have reported using marijuana in the 
past year, according to the 2009 Monitoring the Future survey, which is an ongoing 
study of the behaviors, attitudes, and values of American secondary school students, 
college students, and young adults. 

So, with the prevalence of marijuana usage increasing over time, and the upcoming Prop 
19 in California, marijuana may be reaching another milestone event in the coming days. •

on a case-by-case basis. If it was my kid 
[who was using marijuana,] I probably 
wouldn’t like it. But if someone wants 
to, I’m not going to try and stop them. 
To each his own.”

While McCormick does not hold 
strong judgement against those who use 
marijuana, the high school administration 
holds a less lenient view. According to 
assistant principal Emilie Greenwald, 
there is a specific protocol for marijuana 
and other drug-related situations. Teachers 
who suspect that a student is under the 
influence or in possession of a drug is 
asked to first report it to an administrator. 

“We see [the students] and speak 
with them to see whether the student 
is in possession of or has used drugs,” 
Greenwald said. “We may ask them to 
empty their pockets or look through 
their bag.”

According to The Students’ Rights 
and Responsibilities Handbook, a first 
offense regarding drug use in school is 
met with a 10-day suspension. With an 
agreement to participation in an anti-
drug program, that can be shortened to 
three days.

“On the second offense, the student 
serves a 10-day suspension and receives 
a recommendation for expulsion,” 
Greenwald said.

While some students do smoke 
marijuana regularly, few are able to 
acknowledge the downsides to the  
drug. Junior Elizabeth* admits to 
smoking marijuana for the past three 
years and does not see herself stopping 
anytime soon, yet she understands  
the consequences.

“Honestly, I see how it can affect my 
school work. It really does,” Elizabeth 
said. “I have not noticed a change in my 
mental capacity, however. I just know 
that while I’m in a habit my priorities 
shift and I’m less likely to focus on my 
academic life.”

With all the notions that marijuana 
is a psychologically-addictive substance, 
leading to harder drugs such as heroin 
and hallucinogens, Elizabeth does not 
recall a time when she has ever felt a 
physical or mental withdrawal from 
marijuana.

“I’ve been to the point where I’ve 
smoked every day, multiple times a day 
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marijuana’s effects
Drug impacts human body in variety of ways, 
both positive and negative

red eyes

dry mouth

increased heart rate

relaxed muscles

various compounds in marijuana have been shown 
to impede salivary production, leading to dryness in 
the mouth 

-within a few minutes, heart rate 
can increase by 20 to 50 beats 
per minute

-thC in marijuana attaches to 
endocannabinoid receptors in the 
intestines, causing a decrease in 
muscle stress

increased Appetite
molecules called cannabinoids  
bond with receptors in the brain 
and activate hunger.

infogrAphic by evAn smith  • source: discovery heAlth

marijuana induces a temporary rise 
in blood pressure, which causes the 
engorgement of the blood vessels in 
the eyes, creating redness

for weeks at a time. I’ve also gone weeks 
without it,” Elizabeth said. “It’s not an 
addictive thing.”

Unlike many other users, Elizabeth 
does concede to the theory that marijuana 
is a stepping stone to harder substances 
like heroin or other hallucinogens.

“It is a gateway drug,” she said. 
“But only because it’s stage one of the 
process. It doesn’t lead to harder drugs 
necessarily but often times when there’s 
a list, [marijuana] is number one.”

Though she cannot hide from the 
fact that marijuana is the first step in a 
possible life of drug use, Elizabeth said 
it depends on the individual and not the 
drug itself.

“If you have an experimental 
personality, you’ll try it and probably 
try other things too,” she said. “It all 
depends on who is taking the drugs.”

Still In The Basement

James is holding a small bottle of Visine 
eye drops. He carefully puts a drop in each 
eye to get rid of the redness. Sitting in 
front of us, it is nearly impossible to tell 
that he has just smoked pot.

“All [marijuana] does for me is make 
me more relaxed,” James said. “It gives 
me an altered perception and I’m not so 
stressed out.”

As James and his friends prepare to 
head back to school, they do not feel 
concerned about being around their 
teachers while under the influence. 

For him the choice is clear— 
marijuana should be legalized. He 
claims he would love a world in which 
he could walk into a gas station and 
purchase a pack of joints, rather than 
have to deal with “some sketchy guy.”

But that is only one side of the 
argument. It is not clear whether marijuana 
will ever be fully legalized in the United 
States. While Elizabeth supports the idea as 
well, she does not see national legalization 
taking place anytime soon.

“It probably won’t be legalized in 
my lifetime. [Even with the possible 
negative effects of marijuana,] I think 
it’s stupid to be restricted to begin 
with,” she said. “It’s a real petty excuse 
to bust teenagers in parking lots.”

Legalization and drug use in general 
is not something with which Greenwald 

claims to be familiar; however, she 
said the thought of a country where 
marijuana is legal worries her.

“It’s not something I want to see,” 
Greenwald said. “Legalization is something 
that really scares me. I don’t really know 
what legalization would look like. My 
biggest concern is the health of our 
students. It fits into the category of 
unhealthy choices.”

Healthy or not, marijuana appears 
to be a significant factor in the lives of 
many teenagers and adults across the 
country. And based on the opinions 
gathered, it does not appear the use of 
cannabis will stop anytime soon. 

For now, recreational use of marijuana 
is illegal, its users still in the basement, 
underground, hidden secretly from 
school administrators, police and the 
general public.

At least in James’ opinion, the issue 
of marijuana legalization can only have 
one outcome. In his mind, legalization is 
inevitable. And he said he hopes it will 
happen sooner rather than later.

“It’s something that can’t be 
avoided,” James said. “And it surprises 
me that it hasn’t happened already. 
When there’s that much money in it, 
I can’t see how the government hasn’t 
touched it yet.” •
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the 2010 fall primetime tv guide
Channel 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 10:00 Late-night

NBC

Channel

ABC

FOX

CBS

TBS

HBO

SHOWTIME

Boardwalk Empire is the newest project of Terence Winter, the Emmy Award-winning mind behind The Sopranos.  
The series follows an up-and-rising political figure names Enoch “Nucky” Thompson. During Prohibition, Nucky’s 
lavish lifestyle attracts the attention of those around him, including many who question his motives and political 
and financial ties—and rightfully so. Nucky, played by Steve Buscemi (Reservoir Dogs, Fargo), is a classic bootlegging 
gangster and political boss, and he has no mind for anyone but himself. Buscemi is the obvious star of the cast; his 
brilliance takes the show from ordinary to great. Similar to shows like Mad Men, Boardwalk Empire takes viewers and 
fully immerses them into another time period. Every detail is given thought, especially dress, and the show captures 
the day-to-day minutiae of living in early 20th century America. The show airs Sunday nights at 9 p.m. on HBO.

After the great late night debacle of 2010, Conan is set to return in November, but this time on a different show on a 
different channel. Conan, the name of the show that will air at 11 p.m. on TBS, will retain much of the style it had on 
NBC—Andy Richter will continue as Conan’s sidekick and much of the band will return, under their recently assumed 
name, “The Legally Prohibited Band,” but unfortunately not the former leader, Max Weinberg. Some worry about 
the show’s ability to attract quality guests five nights per week when not airing on a network channel, but after his very 
popular tour this past summer, Conan is definitely sticking around for a while to come.

The sixth season of the popular 
Showtime  comedy Weeds airs Monday 
at 9 p.m. and stars Mary-Louise Parker, 
who, according to Showtime, plays  the 
ever-hilarious soccer-mom-turned-drug-
dealer once again.

After a bombshell finish last season, Dexter, the Emmy award-
nominated show returns to Showtime's Sunday evening line-up for 
a fifth year. Dexter deals with many new challenges (those who saw 
last season will know what that means) as he goes about his night-
time ritual of serial killing serial killers. The show airs at 9 p.m.

A show based off a Twitter feed? Yes, it's real. $#*! My Dad Says, a new comedy on CBS on Thursday evenings 
at 8:30 p.m., is based off of the Twitter account of the same name. According to CBS, the show follows Ed 
(William Shatner), a very loud and obnoxiously rude and vulgar old man. The antics of Ed make the show quite 
funny at times, but it often gets old.

Sept. 27 at 9 p.m. was the premiere of the 
latest season of The Office, and the last that 
will star Steve Carrell in the lead role as 
Michael Scott, according to E! Online. The 
season will feature 25 episodes. It is unsure 
now whether the show will continue in the 
future without Carrell’s involvement.

30 Rock, the critically-acclaimed and Emmy 
award-winning comedy on NBC, returned 
Sept. 23. Tina Fey co-stars alongside Alec 
Baldwin, who, despite being rumored last 
spring to be leaving the show soon, has 
denied any such rumors. The show leads 
into The Office on Thursday nights. 

Glee, the 2010 Golden Globe Best 
Television Series in Comedy or Musical, 
returned to FOX at 8 p.m. Sept. 21.

Fringe, currently in its third season, was created by J.J. Abrams, the 
science-fiction mind behind Lost and Star Trek. Airing on Thursday, 
the show holds the same action-packed pace of his other work.

Modern Family showed it made an impact when 
it won six Emmy awards, including Outstanding 
Comedy series, in its debut season. The show follows 
the antics of the ever-ridiculous Dunphy family. The 
show airs Wednesdays at 9 p.m.

Airing Mondays at 8 p.m., Dancing With The 
Stars is the guilty pleasure of students everywhere. 
If not for its obvious intellectual value, it can be 
entertaining to watch celebrities past their prime 
dancing in ridiculous costumes.
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learn not only the personality and style of the teacher, but also 
adapt to a variety of different interpreters and their own styles.

“One interpreter… has a totally different style of signing, 
and I have to say, you know, hold on, wait a minute… but 
it was her style,” she said. “Some [interpreters] sign bigger, 
some sign smaller, some in exact English and some in ASL. 
It’s a mix.”

ASL and English, although they sound alike, have many 
differences. English is exact, with more spelling of words, 
while ASL is it's very own language for the deaf.

 Frink, in regards to her interpreters, has her own 
preferences. She said that while all interpreters are an immense 
help, certain ones are better suited for certain subjects.

“I prefer different interpreters in [different] classes,” she 
said. “[For] physics, I prefer an interpreter that can sign 
English, so I can really understand the words and vocabulary 
and process it better. In history, I prefer a person who likes to 
really get into that story and explain it.”

From an academic standpoint, Frink’s communication 
barriers are easily overcome. In fact, she said she even feels 
privileged here at UAHS.

“There are lots of [teachers] who believe in me more 
than [the way a] a normal person would believe in me,” 

she said. “If I was hearing, I might just be 
another normal person to them, but [since 
I’m deaf ] they teach me more.”

In her studies, Frink overcomes her 
challenges and excels.  From a social 

and extracurricular standpoint, 
she again has an experience 
different from other UAHS 

students. For example, Frink 
does not have an interpreter 
with her while she’s 
running with the cross-
country team. 

“While running, I 
communicate with gesture..
or we’ll point to things,” 
said Frink.

Even with the difficulty 
of communication with the 
cross-country team during 
practice, Frink shares her 
excitement of being on the 
team and the closeness she 
feels with her teammates. 

“When I first joined 
cross country... I didn’t 
know what to do, but [I] 
just went with it,” she said. 

“Later I met people and I felt more connected with them 
[and] I have more friendships and relationships.” 

No matter what Frink is doing, she shows the pride and 
love of her family, and the joy of bring who she is. 

“[Our situation] is just different,” she said. “Honestly, 
we’re proud.” •

Junior Quintina Frink appears to be a typical high school 
student. She wakes up and goes to school every weekday 
morning. On weekends, she plays games with her family, 

socializes with her friends, and goes to church. During the 
fall, she attends cross country. Frink is a normal teenage girl, 
except for one thing: She is deaf.

Not only does Frink have complete hearing loss, but 
as does every other member in her 13-person family. All 
11 children, from age five to 23, and both parents 
are affected by deafness. This hereditary quirk, 
instead of pushing them apart, serves only to 
fuse the Frink family closer together. 

“We get along a lot better than 
most families,” Frink said. “We’re 
close... We understand each other 
really well [and] we understand 
each other’s feelings and what 
it’s like in the hearing world. We 
really feel connected.”

From the eldest to the 
youngest, the entire Frink 
family communicates entirely 
through the use of sign language. 
Everybody had mastered signing 
at a very young age.

“Well...my parents are [both] 
deaf and they of course sign,” said 
Frink. “You watch it and, just 
like hearing people, you learn the 
language just growing up.”

When communicating with 
those not fluent in sign language, 
she relies on the services of an 
interpreter to help her with both 
her studies and socializing.

“Without [my interpreters], it would be quiet all day. 
I wouldn’t be able to talk and I couldn’t understand,” she 
said. “[Also], I learn better with an interpreter [because they 
translate what teachers are saying].

The styles of an interpreter, just as with a teacher, vary from 
person to person. In every class Frink attends, she needs to 

A different

What one junior lacks in hearing, she 
gains through the faith and support  
of her family and the UA community

kind Of

family

photo courtesy quintinA frAnk

the frink family—with all 11 children, both parents, and the family dog—
poses for a family portrait. the family communicates via sign language.

by elise murray, ´12, and ceri turner, '12
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C ome late February, students 
and community members 
typically await the presentation 
of the vocal music department’s 
annual and consistently 

successful musical. But this year, the 
department has brought a change to the 
musical’s traditional late winter date. The 
department will ring in the holiday season 
with White Christmas Dec. 2-5, 2010.

Director Eric Kauffman explained the 
change of date was decided for various reasons, 
but primarily for the Christmas theme. 

 “Although it is our tradition to do the 
musical in February, we really thought 
thematically we had to do it during the 
holiday season,” he said. “It’s all about 
the theme.”

Kauffman added that White Christmas 
was chosen over other musical choices 
not only for its theme, but also for its 
name recognition.

 “[White Christmas] has a theme 
that everyone can really recognize and 
associate themselves with,” he said. “I was 
looking for something that would be very 
community friendly so that we can fill the 
house and sell a lot of tickets.”

According to the UA Vocal Music website, 
the story takes place shortly after World War 
II and centers on 
two Broadway 
producers during 
the Christmas 
season. The 
producers meet two 
beautiful dancers 
and travel to a lodge 
in Vermont to 
present a song-and-
dance act; however, 
a few romantic 
misunderstandings happen along the way 
involving missing train tickets, love letters and 
lots of snow. With this coupling of romance 

and comedy,White 
Christmas is a cheerful 
holiday classic that 
provides an enjoyable 
show for the season. 

As well as 
a holiday feel, 
Kauffman said 
that audiences can 
anticipate bright, 
festive costumes and 
a tap number that 
has not been used in 
a musical for the past 
few years.

“[The musical] 
will have costuming 
and sets that are very 
decadent,” he said. “It also has a tap feature 
which we haven’t included since Thoroughly 
Modern Millie in 2007.”

 As rehearsals begin, senior Kelsey 
Overmeyer, who will be playing lead Betty 
Haynes, notes her excitement for the upcoming 
show. Overmeyer has been a part of every 
school musical since middle school, landing 
the lead role of Maria in West Side Story last 
February along with a speaking role in Damn 
Yankees (2009) and a part in the chorus of 
Jekyll and Hyde (2008). She is anticipating the 

changes she will 
face with White 
Christmas, as 
it is her first 
holiday-themed 
production.

“This year 
I'm looking 
forward to 
the different 
atmosphere of 
the show,” she 

said. “All of the other productions I've been a 
part of have taken place in February. I’ve never 
done a Christmas show at the high school.”

Overmeyer also said she is eager to spend 
time with her fellow cast members. She stated 
that, throughout her high school years, 
the cast has grown extremely close.

 “The best part about being in a 
musical is just being with people who love 
to do what you do and feeding off their 
energy to play your part as best you can,” 
she said. “We always have so much fun 
on set and at rehearsals. We really become 
one cohesive group.” 

 Kauffman adds that, although the 
UA community is looking forward to 
this year’s musical’s change of date and 
theme, future musicals will be pushed 
back to their traditional late February 
presentations. 

“We’ll keep the original February 
date in future years,” he said. “It just 
didn’t work out this year thematically.”

As a result, Kauffman expects 
audiences to enjoy the festive 
atmosphere White Christmas’ unique 
date will bring.

“The timing of the year —the theme in 
general— has such a positive message,” 
he said. “The entire show is like Disney: 
very clean... and family oriented.” • 

The musical's change to a December date and holiday theme will bring Christmas spirit 
to UA. The UA vocal music department will present white christmas Dec. 2- 5, 2010.

A very White Christmas

“The best part about being in 
a musical is just being with the 
people who love to do what 
you do and feeding off their 
energy to play your part as best 
you can.”

Senior kelsey Overmeyer

The cast of white christmas rehearses a dance from white christmas. 
Rehearsals for the play began at the end of September and run on average three 
days a week. 

photo by vince cAmillo

by victoria slater '12
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eight in
eight students respond to A question in eight words

What is your favorite activity to do  
over the Thanksgiving break?

running the turkey trot 
and winning a pie.

Senior
Gretchen Pearson

i like to eat turkey 
with my family.

Sophomore 
Geoff Dickhaut

i don't like to do anything 
on thanksgiving.

Freshman  
Lexy Anderson

going to my grandma's 
house to eat dinner.

Sophomore 
Abby Stricharczuk

i enjoy climbing trees 
with my friend sally.

Junior
David Kozar

i enjoy playing in the 
leaves with koz.

Junior 
Sally Holbert

purchasing things i don't 
need on black friday.

Senior
Eric Spencley

going to my Aunt and 
uncle's in dayton.

Freshman
Ben Higginbothan

let's stop using the “r” word
in the summer of 2004, 

the Black Eyed Peas song 
“Let's Get it Started” 

had music-lovers snapping 
their fingers and bopping 
their heads. But some might 
be surprised to discover 
that the band changed the 
song's original lyrics to 
make them acceptable for a 
wider audience. The 2003 
release of the band's album 
Elephunk had the song's 
title and lyrics as “Let's Get Retarded.” 
Radio stations, sporting venues and movie 
sound tracks were unwilling to play the 
song with its original title and lyrics, 
prompting the band's revised release.

The band's crude and derogatory use 
of the word “retarded” in the original 
song lyrics highlights a larger and more 
general lack of understanding and empathy 
towards those with mental handicaps. 
Words such as retarded are thrown around 

with either no knowledge 
of how they are offending 
certain individuals or a 
lack of sensitivity at how 
they can hurt others. Often 
being used as a slur to label 
others as stupid or uncool, 
the word denigrates those 
with real mental handicaps. 
People do not think about 
what effect the word will 
have if they use it.

As a volunteer with 
the Upper Arlington Special Olympics 
team, I have grown close to many of 
the mentally-handicapped individuals 
in our community. However, it would 
be hypocritical for me to say that I did 
not have my own misjudgments prior to 
joining this close-knit family. A common 
misconception is that individuals who are 
mentally handicapped lack a competitive 
spirit and passion for the things they do. 
On the contrary, these individuals have 

passion much greater than the common 
individual and strive to excel at the 
sports they play. No matter how hard 
the sport—swimming, soccer, softball or 
track and field-—my teammates on the 
UASO team continue to push themselves 
towards greatness. 

As used in common speak, retarded is 
another way to call a person an idiot. This 
is a rather large insult to the rather bright 
individuals who I have worked with in 
the past.  My teammates are particularly 
compassionate and the inspiring 
atmosphere I am immersed into when 
we are on the field or court, has made 
me a significantly happier person. My 
relationships have grown strong with these 
athletes and I have realized the damage that 
can be done by tasteless comments.

For this reason, we as a society should 
be more conscientious about our word 
choice. Hopefully one day words such 
as retarded will be eliminated from our 
vocabulary altogether.  •

by parijat Jha '11
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Arlingtonian is a student-produced newsmagazine published approxi-
mately every four weeks by Journalism III-A students at Upper Arlington 
High School. The publication has been established as a public forum for 
student expression and for the discussion of issues of concern to its audience. 
It will not be reviewed or restrained by school officials prior to publication 
or distribution.  

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student expression, the editorial board, 
which consists of the staff’s top editors, will determine the content of the 
newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore, material may not nec-
essarily reflect the opinions or policies of Upper Arlington school officials.  

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, guest columns and news 
releases from faculty, administrators, community residents, students and the 
general public. The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the right to with-
hold a letter or column and return it for more information if it determines 

the piece contains items of unprotected speech as defined by this policy. 
As a public forum, all letters and columns meeting the above criteria will 

be posted in full on the Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.com for a 
minimum of four weeks.  Arlingtonian and its staff will strive to publish only 
legally protected speech following the legal definitions for libel, obscenity 
and invasion of privacy. 

The staff will also refrain from printing stories that create a material 
disruption of school activities. Because the Arlingtonian staff will determine 
content of the publication, it will therefore also take complete legal and financial 
responsibility for what is printed.Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a story 
solely on the basis of possible dissent or controversy. 

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing and production costs 
through advertising sales, subscription sales and other fundraisers. The edi-
tor or co-editors shall interpret and enforce this editorial policy.
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legalization of marijuana would have profound consequences

Students need to exhibit pragmatism, not 
partisanship

although the Spotlight section of this issue 
focuses on a particular topic up for debate 
during this election season, students, 

specifically those old enough to vote on Nov. 
2, should be prepared to make decisions on a 
variety of issues and choose between a variety of 
candidates on election day.

By now, the date to register has long passed 
and the time to cast a ballot is almost here. And 
while it is important to encourage students to get 
involved, it may be more important to get them 
motivated to think critically (as Mr. Greenhill 
often says) about a range of issues beforehand.

Data from CNN suggest that far too few 
young people are. Exit polls in the 2008 election 
showed 66 percent of voters aged 18-24 voting 
for Democratic candidate Barack Obama and 32 
percent from Republican candidate John McCain. 
Similarly, that age group voted for Democratic 
candidates to the house over their Republican 
opponents by a margin of 63 to 34 percent.

This suggests that young voters are almost 
uniformly engaging in straight-ticket voting—
voting for one party in every election.

It goes unsaid that even within the parties a 
good deal of discrepancies exist between candidates. 

Although not common, there are Democrats 
who opposed the health care bill, and there are 
Republicans who supported the stimulus bill.

Especially on the local level, where the 
most important issues are not the same as in 
Washington, D.C., young voters can feel tempted 
to vote for along party lines.

Students need to examine all the options and 
not shy away from straying away from their party.

Co-Editors Kristy Helscel & Corey McMahon

staff editorial
 

this november, california voters could make the state the 
first to legalize the recreational use of marijuana.  fourteen 
states and the district of columbia have already legalized 

the use of medicinal marijuana. with the readiness to allow 
the use of the drug for medicinal purposes and leniency of the 
obama administration towards allowing states to make their 
own decisions regarding the drug's medicinal use, a desire for 
the repeal of the prohibition has become evident.  

while the Arlingtonian editorial board has no intention of 
leading a crusade to legalize marijuana, we are intrigued by 
the possibilities.  repealing the prohibition regulations could 
benefit the united states, financially.  

with legalization, the branch of the drug enforcement Agency 
that currently finds and punishes illegal users of marijuana would 
divert it’s attentions to illegal users of other drugs.

while advocates of the legislation claim a tax on the drug will 
help california’s deficit, opponents are taking extra measures 
to disseminate the consequences that legalizing the drug will 
have on public health.  we believe that marijuana, like any drug, 
poses potential dangers to society (see pg. 8); however, the 
prohibition of the drug is not a fool-proof plan to keep people 
from using it. 

regardless, the numbers show that, according to several 
recent polls, supporters of the legislation hold the majority. 
whether or not the recreational use of marijuana is legalized, 
come november, both sides will need to live with the decision. •
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