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baseball team steps up to the plate
By Will Seymour, ‘11 

with the guidance of a new 
coach, Matt Middleton, the 
Bears took home the district 

title last season. The Upper Arlington 
baseball team hopes to further their 
success this year after losing 12 seniors 
to graduation.

At the helm of the team is second 
year Middleton, who in 1996 was 
drafted by the Atlanta Braves in the 
amateur draft after lettering all four 
years, starting his last three years at 
Ohio State as a 3rd basemen. With the 
success of the team last year, fans of the 
Bears hope that they will continue their 
winning streak. 

Senior Charlie Hess fresh off of the 
hockey season and also an injury to his 
shoulder, said Middleton had contacted 
him about coming back to the team 
after a year off.

"I might play, but I'm trying to go 
easy on my arm," Hess said.

If he does join, he said he hopes 
to not only to strengthen his college 
plans, but join the returning seniors 

Jon Borchert, Michael Jeffers, Charles 
Cooper and Doug Radcliff.

Despite the lack of seniors, senior Jon 
Borchert believes the team will succeed.

"[We will] surprise people with our 
great team chemistry." Borchert said.

Borchert described Middleton's 
coaching style as intense, but said that 
the extra drive will payoff.

Looking forward to a successful 
season, Jeffers, Cooper and Radcliff all 
plan on furthering their baseball careers 
in college as well.

"If I play it will be at Geneva 
College," Radcliff said. "It will be 
harder in college, [we will] practice 
more and longer and it will take a lot  
of time."

Along with their loss of 12 seniors, 
the team also lost a valuable asset, 
pitching coach Matt Davis, who pitched 
in the minor league before aiding the 
Golden Bears.

With an uncertain future, the 
baseball team hopes to improve and 
impress this season with the possible 
addition of more upperclassmen and 
great coaching staff. • 

jeffers and the rest of the team practice warm up 
in the freshman gym. senior captain michael jeffers 
returns as a pitcher to the golden bears this year. 

PHOTO BY COreY MCMaHOn

By elise Murray, ´12

each spring, students organize the talent 
show not only to showcase the unique 

talents in the school but also to give to a 
deserving charity. This year’s talent show will 
be held april 8 and 9 at 6 p.m.

The cost to enter the talent show may 
be $5, but paying the admission fee offers a 
chance to catch a glimpse of the talent in the 
high school which to some may be priceless. 

Junior erin Casey, who has performed 
in the talent show twice in the past, said 
the event is a fun way to present her 
singing capabilities. 

“It all pays off for the best part, which is 
the shows where you just get to have fun and 
showcase what you are good at,” Casey said.

according to senior Caroline Stechison, 
the head of the talent show committee, 
many acts are already set to perform. She 
urges all Ua students and families to attend. 

“We have the opportunity to show our 
community how much talent we have, so 
let’s not disappoint,” Stechison said.

The talent show committee chose 
the Pasture Valley Children’s Home, an 
orphanage in Swaziland, to receive this 
year’s proceeds.

“We chose the Pasture Valley Children’s 
Home because the kids really need help,” 
Stechison said. “They need all the basics and 
we could make a difference to them with the 
profits [from the show.]”

The members of the talent show also 
chose to donate to this orpahange to bring 
the community together, from seniors at 
UaHS to sixth graders at Jones Middle School.

“We chose this charity because the Jones 
sixth graders love [the charity],” Stechison 
said. “They have been communicating with 
these children all year, and they’re all friends.”

In addition to ticket sales, the talent show 
committee is selling T-shirts and sponsoring a 
silent auction to raise money for the charity.

“We saw an opportunity to come 
together as a community,” Stechison said. “I 
think it will really bring us all together and 
bring a lot of people to the show, which 
raises more money for the kids.” •

Talent show gives back

sports briefs 
By George Kankia’11
 
GIrlS laCrOSSe

Captains Adrianne Ghidotti, Emma 
Friar and Lauren Drake alongside coach 
Kim Rocheleau, are expecting big things 
from the 2011 lacrosse team. Last year’s 
heartbreak came at the state tournament 
game against Sycamore. This year the 
girls only hope to take last years playoff 
outcome one step forward by winning a 
state championship. 

“We’ll be young but very good,” said 
Adrianne. “We will have a good chance 
at winning states this year.”

BOYS VOlleYBall
Coach Matt Wion is back for his sec-

ond year to lead the boys into playoffs. 
The boys have not been able to win a 

state title for UA but they still have their 
hopes even after loosing star player An-
drew Craine. The captains this year will 
be Mark Finneran and Micheal Shroer.

BOYS laCrOSSe
The defending state champions and 

the highly anticipated team will be the 
biggest target this year for opposing 
teams. Ted Wolford will be coaching the 
boys once again and Luke Treece, Kyle 
Vesper, Charlie Hauk and Cam Williams 
will be the captains the 2011 season. 

“Very Exited for this year, I would be 
really surprised if we don’t win states,” 
said Treece. The boys lacrosse team has 
won 10 state titles in the past 18 years. 
“We should be better this year,” said 
Finneran. “We have higher hopes for 
playoffs this season.” •
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On Your College Application with  
SAT Subject Tests™

Upcoming Test Dates: May 7 & June 4
Learn More, Register and Get Free Practice Tools: 
www.SATSubjectTests.org

•  The only national college admission tests where you 
choose the subject

•  One-hour tests in a variety of subject areas: math, science, 
literature, history and foreign languages

•  Required or recommended by many colleges  

This spring, take an SAT Subject Test; next fall,  
make your college application shine.

11b-3367     © 2011 The College Board

1885 West Fifth Avenue
Marble Cliff, Ohio 43212

614. 486. 6464

Food made from scratch for your 
special event...and everyday

Offering personalized menus for Baby and Bridal 
Showers, Rehearsal Dinners, Birthday Parties...and 

everything else you feel like celebrating!

Step 1: Pick a flavor & fill ‘er up!
choose from over 30 flavors, from green Apple  
to passion fruit, and everything in between.

Step 2: Start Piling!
we’ve got oodles of toppings.

Step 3: Weigh & Pay
After you’ve made your one-of-a-kind dessert,  
simply put it on the scale and pay by the ounce.

Enjoy, savor, devour, inhale, etc!

3130 kingsdale
upper Arlington, oh 43221
614-754-1898

HOUrS: 
sun - Thurs: 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
fri - sat: 11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
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2140 Tremont Center
Ua, Ohio 43221

MOndaY - SaTUrdaY
8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

SUndaY
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ProduceMeats
Groceries

Summer music 
festivals beckon
By Bo Fisher, ´11

bonnaroo, the four-day music festival held in manchester, Tenn. 
from june 9-12, is set to yet again bring some of today’s hottest 
artists to nearly 100,000 amped-up fans. senior Azalea Tang has 

been eagerly awaiting the date since february, when she bought the 
ticket. Aside from the seemingly-endless list of bands, Tang is also 
looking forward to the diverse crowd that the festival attracts.

“i like that music festivals draw different types of people to come out 
to one event together,” Tang said.

while Tang is ready to welcome new friends, she is also excited to 
end her high school years around her close friends. 

“i’m excited about camping out every night with friends in the 
middle of nowhere,” Tang said. “pretty much being with people i enjoy 
and not having to worry about much will be nice.”

senior Anna walley, who will be joining Tang for the festival, considers 
the event to be more than just a series of unforgettable shows.

“i think we’re going to have to be friends forever, after this,” walley said, 
referring to herself and Tang. “The concert will solidify our friendship.” 

Along with headliners such as eminem, Arcade fire and The black 
keys on the schedule, renowned artists of the past will also make their 
way to the 700-acre farm. from neil young and robert plant to greg 
Allman of the former Allman brothers, the festival promises to have the 
freshness of today mixed with the class of yesterday. 

walley said she is interested in the atmosphere that some of the 
bands will bring to the festival, especially The strokes.

“i love their music,” walley said. “i think the atmosphere of the show 
and of the people will be life-changing.”

As bonnaroo tickets continue to sell, some students look to other 
summer music festivals to attend. one such festival, lollapalooza, is a 
three-day event in August held in grant park, in chicago. it promises an 
atmosphere similar to bonnaroo. with the festival approaching its 20th 
anniversary, the first annual lollapalooza chile will be held April 2-3. 

what is being referred to as lolla chile will entail much of the same 
as the chicago-based summer music festival: art, activities and music. 
kanye west and The killers are headlining the event.

bonnaroo will be reaching a milestone of its own this year. in its 10th 
anniversary of the festival, fans have begun to wonder if something 
special is in store for an anniversary celebration. walley said she believes 
a special appearence will be made to celebrate the milestone.

“i think david bowie will make a guest appearence,” walley said. “i 
saw bonnaroo tweeted something about ziggy stardust but he’s not on 
the list, so it would be a surprise.”

but along with the anticipated list of celebrated artists ranging from 
lil’ wayne to the new age electric blues of The black keys to the dj 
mastermind girl Talk, a steep price is built in. with the first three levels 
of general admission tickets sold out and the final level priced at $250, 
fans might wonder whether the cost is worth the show.

Tang said that she spent $288 for her ticket, which included a service 
fee of $23 and a shipping fee as well. while pricey, Tang said she found it 
to be reasonable when factoring in the list of bands. 

“The price is pretty steep, but i definitely think it’s worth it,” Tang 
said. “it’s sort of a graduation present to myself, and it’s not like i’ll be 
dropping $300 every summer.” •

PHOTO COUrTeSY lOllaPalOOza
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Is this it? (2001)
The Strokes

i almost didn’t want to include this album in 
here, just because of the bad connotation it has in 
recent years with becoming the definitive album 
for annoying, emo, fake, depressive kids. The style of 
The strokes does lend itself to that sort of low-level, 
self-deprecating stylist, a mish mash of iggy pop, The 
clash, and regular old garage bands, still mainstream 
enough to be appreciated but edgy enough to feel like 
you’re not selling yourself out. but still, this is one enjoyable album. every song takes 
a stab at finding meaning in a seemingly meaningless world, and the final question 
of the album is also the title: is this it? is this all life is? does my entire existence 
really boil down to a bunch of indiscernible nights partying and driving home 
under the streetlights? listen all the way through, whether or not you wear leather 
jackets and tight jeans.

just over 
10 years 

have passed 
since y2k, and the 

decade has produced 
some great albums. 

here are our top ten:

Funeral (2004)
The Arcade Fire

Arcade fire’s Funeral is, somehow, the most happy 
and hopeful album ever written about death—which 
is the main theme of the album, if you couldn’t tell 
by the title. The songs here explore what it’s like to 
find death in your childhood neighborhood, coming 
back as a grown-up, attending funerals, sleeping in 
your old bed, remembering what it was like all those 
years ago. it ends up being surprisingly moving. it is 

an album about disappearing childhoods, about learning to find meaning in a past 
that seems so fleeting in memory. it reminded me of a gertrude stein quote. stein 
went back to her hometown and couldn’t find her old house—it was gone. “There 
is no there there,” she said. And, for the most part, there is no there there in Funeral. 
not much is ever found. people have disappeared, neighborhoods have fallen 
apart, parents are aging, and that old bedroom seems so much smaller now than 
it ever did before. for anyone who has ever tried to remember what it was like to 
be a little kid and come up with only a strange, sad feeling, this album will hit you 
where it matters. listen whenever you want that feeling again. 

Humbug (2009)
The Arctic Monkeys

i honestly didn’t expect too much from Arctic monkeys. i’d heard a few songs 
from their first album—Whatever People Say I am, That’s What I’m Not—and i was 
mildly impressed. mostly though, i really didn’t care. it all just seemed like a british 

version of the strokes (i still think that.) Their third 
album, however, is where my opinion of them really 
increased. no longer are their songs all about going 
out, having a pint or 10 and running through the 
streets of liverpool while smoking gallousi cigarettes. 
now, their vision is wider, more mature, and their 
grooves more centered and simplified. This is just 
great music. listen on a car ride down riverside drive 
at 10 at night.

Kid A (2000)
Radiohead

There’s a security cam video of Thom yorke, front 
man of radiohead, sitting backstage after a concert with 
a bottle of wine out on the table. black and white and 
grainy, and the video shows yorke open the bottle, bring 
it to his mouth and down the whole thing. he sits for a 
few seconds, then gets up, wavers, and leaves the frame. 

The video was taken from backstage during 
radiohead’s OK Computer tour, when the band was 
being bombarded by press, 
interviews, attention and all 
the despair that can come 
with becoming too famous 
too fast, and it is out of this 
sense of depression and fame 
and paranoia that Kid A was 
conceived. much of the album 
insinuates a future of mass 
devastation, an apocalyptic 
nightmare. The album, in 10 
songs, covers enormous ground. According to yorke, the 
eponymous “kid A” might stand for the world’s first clone. 
it’s just as easy to imagine now, as it was 10 years ago, a 
world in which everything we know as familiar and normal 
can be flipped on its head. chaos into laughter, beasts 
into toys, a child into a machine—and, beyond all that, 
the music just grooves so smoothly, through minimalist 
techno-inspired tunes that sound like screams bouncing 
off walls, to crazy jazz horns going nuts, to regular guitar 
riffs. never has the apocalypse sounded so dreamy and so 
catchy. listen to the whole thing, first song to last. far and 
away, the best album of the decade.

COUrTeSY rCa reCOrdS

By evan Smith, ’11, layout By Corey McMahon, ’11

COUrTeSY CaPITOl reCOrdSCOUrTeSY MerGe reCOrdS

COUrTeSY dOMInO reCOrdS
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Elephant (2003)
The White Stripes

don’t be put off by the fact that 
Elephant’s opening song, “seven nation 
Army,” is now played at every major 
sporting event in the country. This album 
is full of songs that are all just so good, 
you have to at least appreciate them. most 
of what you’ll find here are guitar songs, 
electric and rough, with a drum rhythm so 

on tune it sounds almost like a drum machine, and with deep and simple 
lyrics. A good example of this can be found on “The hardest button to 
button,” in which jack white sings about having a baby, the baby having 
a tooth ache and crying. Then, to solve the problem, he “grabbed a rag 
doll, and stuck some little pins in it—Now we’re a family!” most of the songs 
talk about love, heartache, family life, and trying to figure things out. it’s 
the most cerebral rock album this decade. listen on a peaceful summer 
morning with the speakers cranked all the way up.

How I Got Over (2010)
The Roots

How I Got Over, the ninth studio album by hip hop band The roots, 
seems a little out of place. in the age of auto-tune, high tech production, 
obscenely catchy hooks and the necessary rihanna vocal backing, 
here is an album that is entirely hip hop. The production here is classic 
roots—groovy, often dark and somber, soulful, jazzy, almost like gospel 
music at times. The lyrics, headed by philly mc black Thought, delve into 
areas of deep reflection, not only on a personal level, but looking more 
broadly at the American culture of today. This is an album that could only 
come out after obama was elected, after 
the excitement of that whole deal wore off. 
now that a general feeling of hopelessness 
has returned to the nation, The roots are 
searching for a reason to keep moving. The 
real accomplishment of this album can 
be found in the title. even though they’re 
playing house band on jimmy fallon, and 
even though hip hop seems to be dying 
more everyday, The roots have somehow 
gotten over and made it to the other side. 
listen if you want your hip hop to be about 
more than cash money and women. 

Sea Change (2002)
Beck

critics have somewhat appropriately 
compared beck’s Sea Change to bob 
dylan’s classic 1975 album Blood on the 
Tracks. both albums deal directly with 
heartache, with relationships at an end, 
love lost. And both do have roots in classic 
American folk music. what seperates 
beck’s work from that of dylan’s, and 

what makes this album his best effort to date, is the way in which he 
incorporates his entire musical repertoire to deal selectively with one 
issue. essentially, he’s taking all of the craziness, the hip hop influences, 
the obscure nonsensical lyrics that have become his signature, and 
brought them together into a cohesive whole. with production by 
radiohead producer nigel godrich, the album feels sleek and technical, 
yet i doubt it would be any less impressive if it was all performed solo on 
one acoustic guitar. listen if you’re feeling a little down in the dumps.

Untrue (2007)
Burial

This album is pure dubstep. That doesn’t mean it’s party music, 
though. if mainstream dubstep is nighttime, flashing lights rave music, 
then Untrue is better suited for dimly lit, smoky rooms, hallucinations 
and strange creatures. it’s dangerous and scary and nightmarish. yet this 
album here is the perfect example of what 
the genre can really be. it soaks up every 
single aspect that dubstep has to offer—
using that heavy synth and sampling and 
bass to somehow reach a deeper sense 
of meaning. The constant bass sounds 
like a heart beat by which slow, dark 
sounds come together. This is the best 
dubstep album ever made. listen with 
headphones alone in a dark room. 

The College Dropout (2004)
Kanye West

i didn’t want to add a kanye album in 
this list. That’s not to say i don’t like him, 
i just think he’s a little over-rated. still, it’s 
hard to deny the impact of kanye’s first 
album. Tinged with familial issues, social 
stress, and with backing production that 
made sampling cool again, this is one of 
the best hip-hop albums of the decade. 

if only kanye would have taken it all in stride. listen when you—wait... 
i’mma let you finish, but beyonce’s album is one of the best of all 
time... All Time!

Third (2008)
Portishead

After a 10-year hiatus, portishead returned to the trippy, hip-
hop, pop music on which they made their name. Their third album, 
adequately titled, expands upon everything they’ve done before. 
it is smooth, dark, surreal and malicious. The song “deep water” is 
especially terrifying: a simple one-and-a-half minute ukulele solo 
accompanied by cheerful vocals, and yet it is f ’ing scary. some 
of the songs here may not be for everyone. one of my friends 
described it aptly as “go jump out a 
window music.“ if you can get past the 
depressing mood, you’ll find some of the 
best music of the decade. listen on a rainy 
day; wallow in it. •

did we forget your favorite 
album? Submit it online at www.
arlingtonian.com, or send us a letter to 
the editor at arlingtonians@yahoo.com.

COUrTeSY V2

COUrTeSY GeFFen

COUrTeSY rOC-a-Fella reCOrdS

COUrTeSY deF JaM

COUrTeSY HYPerSTeP

COUrTeSY ISland
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Race to Nowhere film highlights the 
time-consuming, stress-inducing 
nature of high school in the united 
states, an issue with which the uA 
community has been dealing for years

S
ophomore Grace Tucker’s feet are 
among the last to rush through the 
doorway into her first period AP 

American Studies class. Her backpack, slung 
over one shoulder, has begun to slip down 
her arm under the weight of the half dozen 
books and binders stowed inside. She hasn’t 
yet found a spare moment to visit her locker, 

so in addition to her bulging pack she has 
a black duffel bag loaded with her 
crew and dance gear. She left her 
viola behind in the orchestra room 
after her Chamber rehearsal earlier 
that morning. 

by ceri Turner, '12
layout by Alison gilbert, ‘11
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"The school day is the kid's 
work day. Outside their 
work day, there should 
be a limit to how much 
[students] have to do."

social studies teacher
chris swartz

Tucker hikes her backpack straps more 
securely over her shoulders before crossing 
the room and, in one practiced movement, 
swings both the backpack and the duffel to 
the floor and collapses into her desk. She 
casually brushes her hair behind her ears, 
unzips her backpack, grabs her American 
Studies binder and her pencil pouch 
and settles down to another long day of 
instruction, occassionally taking the time to 
doodle in her notebook.

“I do have a pretty strict schedule, and 
I tend to run crazily from one activity to 
another,” Tucker said.

Tucker's hectic schedule causes her to 
give up the time that she might otherwise 
reserve for recreation or other non-school-
related activities.

“My number one priority always ends 
up being school, which is not always the 
fun thing, but it helps me make sure I get 
everything done and I continue to excel,” 
Tucker said. “If I have to go to the LC or 
Math Lab for lunch, it’s what I have to do.”

Tucker is just one of thousands of 
students nationwide whose minutes are 
meticulously scheduled, whose days are 
achingly organized and whose weeks, 
months and years are all aiming for one 
thing—a trend which students, teachers 
and parents nationwide are beginning to 
recognize. This was the purpose of the 
documentary Race to Nowhere, which 
teachers as well as interested students and 
parents viewed in January.

According to the film, school today is 
no longer about learning. It is all about 
preparing for college applications, so Tucker 
and others like her can grow up, get a good 
job, earn enough money and live a happy 
life. Or at least that is today’s expectation.

• • •

Among parents concerned about the 
direction of education in the United States 
is Vicki Abeles, a mother turned filmmaker 
whose concern for the mental and 
emotional well being of her own children 
blossomed into a passion to change the 
educational system and American culture. 
After talking to experts, students, parents 
and teachers across the country, Abeles 
decided the best way to raise awareness on a 
large scale was to create a film that captured 
some of these students’ stories and the 
underlying issues. 

“I was determined to give voice to those 
on the front lines of education—students 
and teachers,” Abeles said. 

These voices came together in Abeles’ 
film, Race to Nowhere. 

“[Race to Nowhere] points to the 
silent epidemic in our schools: cheating 
has become 
commonplace, 
students have 
become disengaged, 
stress-related illness, 
depression and 
burnout are rampant 
and young people 
arrive at college 
and the workplace 
unprepared and 
uninspired,” the 
film’s website said. 

Since its production in 2009, Race to 
Nowhere has been screened in hundreds of 
locations, including over 70 theaters and 
schools. Among those schools is UAHS, 
where on Jan. 19 over 300 parents, students 
and educators came together to view the 
film and discuss the issues. 

“[The film] raised a lot of concerns, 
both as a parent and as a principal, about 
the demands that are sometimes placed on 
students,” principal Kip Greenhill said. 

These so-called demands are often 
vague and hard to define; the majority of 
the time, purely academic activities are the 
assumed culprit. With this hypothesis, the 
blame falls on schools, and in reality, that is 
simply unrealistic. 

“It’s not just homework,” Greenhill 
said. “It’s participation in extracurricular 
activities; music, athletics, dance, a lot of 
different things, and some of them not even 
school related.”

Race to Nowhere trumpets that 
students are living in a veritable circus 
of commitments. America's high school 
students are funneled from one grade 
to another, not learning information as 
much as briefly retaining it. Burdened 
by the pressures of their schools and the 
demands of their parents, both obsessed 
with image, students spend the tail-end of 
their childhood consumed by stress. Within 
this culture, school becomes less about 
learning and growing than the creation of 
an idealized self—all good grades, great test 
scores and community service—intended 
to optimally impress college recruiters. The 

film gives the impression that students today 
are struggling to maintain their sanity in the 
midst of all of these activities.

According to Greenhill, there is simply 
not enough time for students to participate 
in everything.

“You have to have balance in your life; 
you need down 
time for yourself,” 
Greenhill said. 
“Everybody in our 
society... we get 
over committed and 
overprogrammed, 
and it’s not healthy.”

• • •

In 1980, the 
average junior would 

take Algebra II, Biology I, a junior-level 
English course and the third year of their 
foreign language. A student looked at half a 
dozen colleges, and the search itself was not 
addressed until late junior year. According 
to college counselor Mark Davis, when the 
student finally did apply to college, both 
the competition and the scene itself were 
almost unrecognizable. 

“The expectations of the highly selective 
schools, the competition, it 
was nothing like it is today. 
It’s day and night,” Davis 
said. “Part of it is size 
of population, and 
another part is that 
electronic aspect; 
students can now 
apply to more colleges much easier.”

The Common Application set a new 
single-day record on Dec. 31, when students 
submitted 127,175 applications.

“Those highly-selective schools [are] 
looking for a student who is unique and 
different, who has wonderful test scores, 
who has an A transcript, [and] has taken 
every competitive 
course that they 
could,” Davis 
said. “They’re 
looking for those 
kids that are in the 
top two and three 
percent of our 
society, those 
kids that can 
manage all that 
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and have a life.”
For the other 97 percent of students, life 

is simply not that easy. Parents, students 
and teachers alike get caught up in the 
admissions process.

“In UA, we think that everyone is in that 
top two percent,” Davis said. “We should 
come back and realize [that] that’s a small 
portion of our student body.”

Largely due to the administration’s 
consistent recommendations that students 
take AP and IB classes, many students 
believe that such a schedule is necessary 
for success. Junior Kevin Yuh came to the 
highschool with a similiar mindset. 

“I thought that I didn’t work hard 
enough in middle school, and that I really 
had to step it up in high school, now that 
it counts,” Yuh said. “I tunnel-visioned 
into academics and didn’t make the social 
connections I could have.” 

Over time, however, Yuh has tried 
to manage his priorities and avoid 
overscheduling. Still, Yuh does not claim to 
be without stress.

“A lot of stress comes from yourself 

worrying too much,” Yuh said. “Teachers 
have high expectations, parents have high 
expectations, and when you’re in danger 
of not meeting those expectations you get 
stressed out.”

• • •

The world Race to Nowhere presents 
is unforgiving—students are expected to 
perform and produce, but are not given 
time to play. Although the film leads 
viewers to believe that this hypercompetitive 
environment is the norm, here at UAHS 
it may be more of the exception. Instead 
of getting wrapped up in the competition 
itself, students here motivate themselves. 

“Everyone gets motivation from different 
places,” Yuh said. “When you’re young, it’s 
from your parents and when you’re older it’s 
from yourself.”

For Tucker, it is her own perfectionism 
that fuels her drive to succeed. 

“I definitely pressure myself,” she said. 
“Just having people around me that are 
in advanced classes and working hard and 
getting good grades, that motivates me to do 
better and try harder. I push myself a lot.” 

Race to Nowhere suggests that schools 
assign an excess of homework producing 

stress, cheating, cramming and an 
environment in which students learn 

facts to pass tests before forgetting it 
all the next day.
Some, though, believe that the 

problem that some students have gets 
projected onto the entire student population.

“We only hear about it when it becomes 
extreme,” counselor Mary Anne Nyeste 
said. “We don’t hear from all the people that 

think the amount of homework is just fine.”
But to Greenhill, the fact that some 

students experience this, or according to 
Abeles, many students, is concerning.

“That’s the point of having these 
discussions and showing the film,” he said.

Race to Nowhere cites dozens of kids, 
parents and teachers who give testament 
to the consequences of over-scheduling 
kids—addressing everything from lack of 
sleep and disinterest in learning to panic 
attacks and suicide.

“Most of the time the stress becomes 
directly related to time management more 
than the actual commitments that they’ve 
undertaken,” Nyeste said. “A lot of times we 
say yes to things and then we try and figure 
out how we’re going make it all work. We 
need to reverse that process.”

• • •

For some kids, this balance between 
commitments is effortless and, as a 
result, high school is manageable. One 
such student is sophomore Ben Kompa. 
Kompa is enrolled in several honors and 
AP classes and participates in a variety of 
extra-curricular activites. Despite these 
commitments, Kompa still finds time to 
relax and is simply not the type to stay 
up late studying. Instead, he uses his time 
wisely at school.

“On my busiest days, I do homework 
until eight,” Kompa said. “I usually do 
everything for points at school, and at home 
I’m just studying or practicing, so I can just 
stop working.”

Freshman Grace Saalman, a girl with 
aspirations to become a doctor, is another 
UAHS student for which this balancing 
act is second nature. Saalman’s secret to 
success is simple—she, too, has excellent 
time management skills and manages to 
balance her athletics, music and academics 
exceedingly well.

“I set a time for my extracurricular 
activities and then I have a certain time 
in the evening where I reserve that for my 
homework, and then after that I have an 
hour where I do my music,” she said. 

Students like Saalman and Kompa 
handle their workloads almost effortlessly. 

“[These students] absorb knowledge 
from a classroom instantaneously, they go 
home, they do a couple hours of homework, 
and they’re fine,” Davis said. “Then you 
have another student who goes home and 

informATion grAphic: ceri Turner 
source: volunTAry mArch 7 ARlINGTO-

NIAN survey of 120 sTudenTs
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works for seven or eight or nine hours to 
achieve the same thing, and when that 
happens it’s unhealthy.”

There are students like Saalman and 
Kompa, but there are also students who 
fundamentally do not have the capacity to 
handle so many activities. 

“There are some people who can handle 
all kinds of pressure and stress, and for other 
people it takes just the slightest amount [and 
there are consequences],” said Greenhill. 

These are the students that provide the 
basis for Race to Nowhere, plain and simple. 

• • •

Every student is different, with different 
personalities, different passions, different 
aptitudes and different weaknesses. These 
kids have different dreams and aspirations, 
and, because of this, are on different paths 
that will hopefully lead to the fulfillment 
of these aspirations. College counselors like 
Davis are available to help students reach 
these goals. 

“Every family has to look at their own 
situation, their student’s desires, and try 
to evaluate where the student is compared 
to the whole college process,” Davis said. 
“The film really did focus in on students 
who were having various types of difficulties 
with schools and maybe with expectations 
of a family that were much higher than a 
student’s capabilities.”

Greenhill said he hopes to apply this 
same concept on a larger scale in an effort 
to improve the situation here at UAHS. 
The first step of Greenhill’s three-step 
plan was the film showing in January, 
which was designed to raise awareness in 
the community.

“We took a very major step by 

showing that video,” Greenhill said. “It’s 
a wake up call that parents, students and 
also the school need to look at balance in 
people’s lives.” 

Next, the administration distributed a 
survey March 16 in an attempt to evaluate 
the opinions of students and extract their 
own personal feelings about their school 
experience. The data collected will be 
tabulated and then, hopefully by early April, 
the development of organized discussions 
can begin.

“I want to have a team of parents, 
teachers and students sit and talk about 
the school climate,” Greenhill said. “Are we 
spreading [students] out too thin?”

• • •

Administrators are quick to point out 
the opportunities that students at UAHS 
have. They have AP courses, IB courses, 
honors courses, art, music, theater, family, 
consumer sciences courses 
and a wide variety of 
sports and clubs available 
to them every day.

“My role is to help 
every student balance 
that tightrope; to be 
challenged enough 
without being stressed,” 
Nyeste said. “On 
one hand, we want 
our students to take 
advantage of all the 
wonderful opportunities, 
but on the other hand 
we don’t want to be 
spreading them so thin 
that they can’t make a 
difference anywhere!”

Tucker, looking back, said she has no 
regrets about committing to all of her 
activities; however, she does have advice for 
other students. She urges kids to make sure 
they always have time for themselves.

“Pick one thing, maybe two things, 
that they really love and take courses that 
they’re interested in and that they think 
will challenge them,” she said. 

Balance can be achieved. It is not 
impossible. However, it is going to take effort. 

“I just hope that our kids here will find 
some way to balance life and not get too 
overly hyper about the whole process,” 
Davis said. “To still find time to be kids, 
to still have fun... I think that’s the most 
important thing.”

High school students are, after all, only 
high school students once. 

“Carpe diem, seize the day!” Yuh said. 
“High school is only what you make of it.” •
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KILL
TRYING TO

T H E  B I L L

Amidst a swirling snowstorm on 
Feb. 22, a crowd of protestors—
including a number of UA 

teachers—swarmed the entrance of the 
Ohio Statehouse, donning banners and 
bellowing one message: Kill Senate Bill 5.

According to Jim’s Siegel’s Feb. 18 
Columbus Dispatch article “Anger on both 
sides in collective-bargaining battle,” Senate 
Bill 5 was proposed by Ohio Sen. Shannon 
Jones to level the state budget deficit by 
eliminating public workers’ ability to 
collectively bargain. 

To public school teachers, this bill 
inhibits their rights to collectively negotiate 
with their employers for aspects such as 
wages and benefits. This implication of the 
bill also applies to firefighters and police 
officers, whose binding arbitration, the 
right to settle disputes through a third 
party, will also be eliminated.

The bill additionally proposes that public 
workers’ salaries should be determined by 
merit rather than seniority and education. 
This means that teachers will no longer 
receive pay raises based on their years of 
experience and their level of education. 
Rather, salaries will either increase or 
decrease with the performance of students.

In his article, Siegel quotes Sen. Shannon 
Jones, who stresses that organizations such 
as teachers’ unions can only exist if they 
are assisted financially. Since Ohio has 
undergone an economic downturn, the 
government must determine if there is 

Senate Bill 5 proposes to stabilize Ohio’s economy 
at the expense of public workers' collective 
bargaining rights, UA teachers rally against bill
enough money to support such coalitions.

“We have to accept the fact that we’re 
out of money, and so we’ve got to have 
flexibility to continue to provide these 
services,” Jones said

Since the bill targets teachers, opposers 
of the bill believe that education may be 
affected negatively as well. According to 
science teacher Warren Orloff, who co-
chairs the Upper Arlington Education 
Association —the local branch of the Ohio 
Teachers Union —Senate Bill 5’s one-year 

limitation of teacher contracts may generate 
the most complications in school districts. 
This suggestion calls for students to complete 
entry and exit tests during each school year to 
monitor their progress, so that teachers can 
then be evaluated on that progress. 

 “These tests will rob schools of valuable 
instructional time,” Orloff said. “This 
specific implication of the bill is not setting 
up conditions for 
quality teaching.”

Orloff also said 
that Senate Bill 5 
is an ill-considered 
administrative 
suggestion, 
as it restricts 
public workers’ 
abilities to 
discuss with their 
administrators 
how to improve 
conditions 
within their work 
place. Without 
this crucial 
communication, 
the government may rush into potentially 
damaging decisions without considering the 
welfare of the public workers. 

“The bill limits communication between 
teachers and administrators,” Orloff said. 
“For this reason, there is not any evidence 
if the bill will help. It is a poorly-thought-
out government initiative.” 

While Orloff is passionate in his 
opposition to the bill, principal Kip 
Greenhill said he believes that UA schools 
may not be greatly affected by it. Although 

he acknowledges the concerning aspects of 
the bill, Greenhill said he is unsure if it will 
have any substantial effect on UA teachers. 

“Right now [teachers] are feeling 
devalued, but it is hard to say how they will 
be affected,” he said. “It’s all speculation, 
and I don’t think it is going to have much 
of an impact at all.”

While UA teachers, such as Orloff, 
are asserting their positions against the 
bill through unions, Greenhill stressed 
that faculty members should not express 
their opinions to their classes, as political 
impartiality is crucial in all school systems. 

“I asked teachers not to discuss [the bill] 
within their classes unless it ties into the 
curriculum,” he said. “This is not a time for 
teachers to bring forward their agendas as 
this is almost like a presidential election.” 

To the government, this may seem like 
a simple way to raise state funds; however, 

UA community 
member Lisa 
Loughlin 
disagrees. 
Loughlin, who 
runs the Stop 
SB 5 movement 
on Facebook, 
recommends that 
officials look at 
themselves to find 
a solution to the 
budget deficit. 

“Sen. 
Jones needs 
to understand 
money can be 
saved at a higher 

level of government, like travel and leisure 
costs and the salaries of government 
workers,” she said. “Their salaries are much 
higher than that of teachers, fire and police, 
and so are their benefit packages.” 

Although Gov. John Kasich expects 
a decision by the end of March, at press 
time, the fate of Senate Bill 5 lingered 
undecided in the House of Representatives. 
For now, supporters and critics must wait 
to discover the outcome of this powerful 
government proposal. •

By Victoria Slater, '12

uA teachers participate in a demonstration against senate 
bill 5 at the state capital. The bill proposes to limit the 
collective bargaining rights of public employees in ohio.
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By Kristy Helscel, ‘11 & elise Murray, ‘12 

Though the name itself implies thoughtful pranks and good-
hearted mischief, the Tremont Center’s annual breakfast is no 
joking matter. On Saturday, April 16, the Tremont Center 

will show its appreciation to the community during the 58th annual 
Tremont Center April Fools Celebration, which will take place in the 
parking lot of the center. According the Huffman’s Market owner Tim 
Huffman, a free waffle breakfast will be 
held from 8 to 11 a.m.

“The celebration is a way to say thank 
you to the community and also to get 
everyone together,” Huffman said.

Not only is the event a chance for local 
businesses to give thanks to the community, 
but likewise. Senior Mitch White, who has 
been to the celebration several times, enjoys 
meeting the business owners.

“It’s important to thank them profusely 
because they’re taking their time to benefit 
the community,” White said. “For them to choose to do this, it really 
reflects positively on their character.”

Following the breakfast, a carnival with entertainment for the 
whole family will occur from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. According to site 
manager Steve Hess, despite the new addition to the Tremont Center 

Celebration, the breakfast will remain the same.
“We will still have the breakfast this year, waffles, sausage, 

doughnut holes, milk, coffee etc. We always have Mr. Huffman 
‘performing’ for the crowd. In addition, we hope to have the cows 
again, one of the local mascots (to be determined) and hopefully an 
OSU player,” Hess said. “With the mascots and players, we sometimes 
don’t know until the last minute who will be there.”

The Tremont Center is home to 23 merchants and all participate 
in the event, Huffman said.

“All 23 merchants are involved in one way 
or the other,” Huffman said. “Even if they don’t 
come and participate, they put in money.”

As the celebration is entering its 58th year, 
many UA residents have special memories of the 
event, including White.

“Without a doubt my favorite thing is the 
fact that you’ll see so many people there that 
you know,” White said. “I think the April 
Fools breakfast is an awesome way to create 
some unity within our community, and so it’s 

cool to see that a good part of UA attends.”
This year will be Huffman’s 26th year participating in the event; 

performing is without a doubt his favorite part.
“I enjoy harassing and picking on everyone in the lines,” he said. 

“That is definitely something everybody can look forward to.” •

April fools day celebration is no joke

Tim huffman performs for the community at the 
2010 April fools day celebration. huffman said he is 
looking forward to dressing up again for this year.
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Abstinence. Sobriety. 
Modesty. These 
are all admirable 

qualities that reflect 
a moral individual. 
Americans continuously 
speak of the patriotism 
and cohesiveness of this 
country; however, it 
seems that one specific 
group of Americans 
is being isolated. In 
recent memory, Muslim-
Americans have been 
persecuted because of the terrorist 
actions of a few. Regular Muslim-
Americans have been labeled as violent, 
militant and most often, as terrorists. 
Not to say that the terrorist acts 
committed on September 11, 2001 are 
in any way excusable, but does that mean 
we can or should judge an entire culture?

In reality, those actions were against 
the Islamic mantra which focuses 
on peace and building a faithful 
relationship with God. Despite these 
positive characteristics, a large part 
of the Muslim population still faces 
obstacles. In a community such as 
Upper Arlington, it can be hard to see 
issues of discrimination because of the 
lack of diversity; however, in other 
communities, where diversity is more 
prevalent, problems still occur.

One way we can learn to be more 
accepting of Muslim-Americans is to 
become knowledgeable of the culture. 
One individual who tries to practice the 
ideas of his Muslim faith is UA alum 
Mohamed El-Hosseiny. Hosseiny has 
instilled in himself a drive to succeed 
in all aspects of life. While working at 
Graeter’s he is a customer favorite with a 
great smile and even greater enthusiasm. 
A junior at The Ohio State University, he 
chooses to live at home in order to follow 
his culture and his parent’s guidelines. 

As a Muslim, he follows the faith by 
praying five times a day, not drinking 

muslim-Americans moving 
forward despite prejudices

back, he has continued life as usual and 
tries to ignore the hatred.

Many of us would not be able to have 
such patience, and we should respect 
and look out for our fellow citizens. 

People like Hosseiny and his family 
and friends are 
not rare. Rather, 
it is the radical 
extremists from 
whom we make 
our misguided, 
hateful stereotypes 
who are rare. We, 
as an open-minded 
community, should 
do better to support 
these people instead 
of isolating them.

“I think what people should realize 
is that the religion has a lot of strong 
points. My religion is what has made me 
the person I am today,” Hosseiny said. 
“Every religion has its radicals. I think 
the important thing is to see the good 
and not label an entire religion for the 
actions of a few.” •

Tragic memories from 9/11 continue to evoke hatred

upper Arlington alum mohamed el-hosseiny 
serves graeter’s customers. hosseiny is a follower 
of islam and tries to uphold the values espoused 
in the religion.

phoTo courTesy emily messick

By Parijat Jha, ‘11

and remaining abstinent. 
The purpose of praying 
five times a day is to 
repent, and to ask for 
forgiveness from God. 

“Repenting is a big 
part of being Muslim. 
It requires resisting 
temptation and when you 
have lapses, then you have 
to ask for forgiveness,” 
Hosseiny said. 

According to 
employees at Graeter’s, 

Hosseiny always maintains an attitude 
of kindness and charm above all others. 
His charm continuously brings back 
returning customers, hoping to see 
Hosseiny again.

However, even with his strong 
morals, Hosseiny, his friends and family 
have gone through unfortunate events.

“One time my sister [who wears a 
hijab] was standing near the Ohio State 
hockey arena, and a bunch of troops 
who had just returned from the war 
saw her,” Hosseiny said. “My sister was 
asked to leave for the sake of the troops, 
because seeing her 
was making them 
angry.”

America prides 
itself on freedom, 
so why did this 
individual, an 
American citizen, 
have to leave an 
open public area? 
Some may believe 
that this story was 
only protecting 
her, but for Hosseiny’s friend, Mohamed 
Soltan, it was much worse.

According to Hosseiny, his friend has 
been a victim of multiple hate crimes. 
From having his tires slashed, to having 
profanity spray-painted on his garage, 
his friend has faced an array of different 
forms of persecution. Instead of fighting 

People like Hosseiny and 
his family and friends 
are not rare. Rather it 
is the radical extremists 
from whom we make 
our misguided, hateful 
stereotypes who are rare.
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system promotes studying, not learning

we hope everyone took the chance to see the 
film Race to Nowhere, because it brought 
up interesting ideas about the education 

system and the way our school operates today. We 
think we speak for a good portion of the student 
body when we say there is something unsettling with 
the way school is, or more importantly, feels.

What’s bothersome is not that school feels like a 
chore; it does, but it always has. Our parents wanted 
no more than we do to be stuck in school for hours 
a day. But it does often feel pointless and busy. We 
don’t pay attention in one class because we are doing 
reading for another, and we weren’t paying attention 
in the period before because we were doing reading 
for the class we are in now. We’re assigned homework 
and no wonder we can’t help but surf Facebook, 
because the assignment is almost entirely busywork. 
Ultimately, although we learn history and math and 
Spanish, it is fleeting, and what sticks is how we 
learned to get by: skimming over the reading, using 
quasi-effective cramming techniques, filling out 
homework in the five minutes before class. And after 
school, we have to sacrifice our afternoons to the 
ever-important extracurricular activities.

And then, after all that, we have homework. 
What if we want to sit down and watch TV? We are 
left with a choice to either continue working or take 

some down time and know that tomorrow we’ll have 
to do our English reading during Chemistry and our 
math homework in between classes. 

This is the idea that the movie raised, and we 
believe a lot of students want to see a push against it. 
Maybe the school shouldn’t push everyone to take all 
AP and IB classes; maybe the school should accept 
that it’s not the route for everyone instead of trying 
to make the classes easier with reprieve passes and 
homework quotas the are rarely followed.

Co-Editors Kristy Helscel & Corey McMahon

senate bill 5 would negatively affect education
Staff editorial 

on March 2, Senate Bill 5 was passed 
by the Ohio State Senate with a final 
vote of 17-to-16. The bill drastically 

changes the collective bargaining rights of 
state workers, by including the introduction 
of a merit-based pay system for teachers, 
banning strikes by public workers and denying 
unionized workers the ability to negotiate sick 
time, health care or pension benefits. 

The bill was introduced in early February 
by republican senator Shannon Jones, as a 
budget aid to state and local governments. 
However, according to former Governor Ted 

Strickland, in a new York Times article entitled 
“Thousands March on State Capitols as Union 
Fight Spreads” by Sabrina Tavernise and a.G. 
Sulzberger, the underlying motives are less 
than noble.

“They’re using a fiscal challenge as an excuse 
to consolidate political power,” Strickland said.

Unions also accused the republican party, 
more specifically Governor John Kasich, 
of making a coordinated effort to target 
and eliminate public unions, which heavily 
support the democratic party and candidates. 
While such a claim is unprovable, if true, the 
idea would be concerning.

Furthermore, although the need for a 

balanced budget is understandable, we need 
to try to realize some of the unintended 
consequences of Senate Bill 5. It may contribute 
to closing the state’s current budget gap, but 
what about attracting talent into the teaching 
profession? Why would any bright, ambitious 
college student want to go into teaching when 
such a law marginalizes their bargaining rights? 
and if they do, why would they come teach in 
Ohio?

Some of the ideas in Senate Bill 5 have 
merit and could possibly incorporated into 
a different bill, but Senate Bill 5, as it stands, 
would have a negative impact on education 
in Ohio. •
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