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The UA Golden Bear source for:
• A First Car
• An Upgrade to your existing car
• Repairs to an existing car
• Or maybe even...
      the BEST Graduation gift ever!

For any type of car at any price range visit:

www. .com

Donate your long locks of hair to a child struggling 
with cancer and other debilitating diseases. Artemis 
Medical Spa and Salon is helping Hawks Locks for 
Kids (founded by OSU athlete A.J Hawk and his wife, 
Laura) by holding a Cut-a-Thon on March 23rd from 
10 am – 5 pm. 

Hair needs to be at least 12-14 inches in length to send and 
cannot be chemically treated.  For info call the Artemis at 
614-793-8346 and ask for Cheryl for more details!  

Hair. For her, it 
means normal. It 
means no more 
stares. It means 
feeling beautiful 
again. It means 
being a kid again.

You can make a difference and Artemis will 
give you a fantastic new hair style in return.  

ARTEMIS
ONE LIFE • ONE BODY • ONE IMAGE

GET 10% OFF WITH YOUR STUDENT ID ALL YEAR!

GET THE BEST TRAINING – that fits your life.

Complete Driver’s Ed in as little as 3 weeks!

After school classes available at the High School  
or evening or weekend classes are available  

at our local Hilliard Education Center!

Enroll by calling 800.374.8373  
or visit www.topdriver.com
(mention this ad when enrolling to SAVE $10)

You deserve more than driver education.

You need Driver Intelligence.

Top Driver at Upper Arlington High School
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 sTayinG secUre
administration encourages cautious 
approach to school security

on Feb. 14, assistant principal Andrew 
Theado addressed the staff via e-mail, 

asking teachers to ensure students’ safety in 
the event of a lockdown situation.

“it is now expected that classroom doors 
remained locked at all times.” theado said. 
“if we are faced [with] a lockdown situation, 
the teacher needs only to shut the door.”

With these increased security measures 
the administration hopes that the school 
will remain a safe environment for all 
workers, students and visitors.

SuperinTendenT
with the upcoming retirement of 
superintendent Jeffrey weaver, 
district names his successor

the upper arlington city school district 
board of education announced on Feb. 

18 that it had selected Paul W. Imhoff as its 
next superintendent of schools. imhoff will 
assume the superintendency July 1, following 
the retirement of Dr. Jeffrey Weaver.

“paul brings an impressive list of credentials 
and a proven track record of success to our 
district," said board of education president 
Robert M. Arkin. "We believe his experience 
and leadership style will assure that our school 
system maintains its tradition of excellence 
and continues on its path as a nationally 
recognized 21st century lighthouse district.”

by Davey Strahm, ’13

exTracUrricULars 
receive recoGniTion

three extracurricular programs recently 
earned recognition for their academic 

achievements against area schools. 
the in The Know team, which began 

competition last september against 64 schools 
from central and southern ohio, finished in 
first place, earning the club $4000 in grant 
money, as well as four $2000 scholarships for 
each of the four main players of the team. 
Members include seniors Cormac Bloomfield, 
Ben Kompa, Tom Paulson, sophomore Yijia 
Liang and junior Ryan Huston (alternate).

two of ua’s mock Trial teams advanced 
to the Feb. 22 regional competition, and one 
of these—team sotomayor—advanced to the 
state competition, held in early March. team 

sotomayor consists of juniors Sarah Baryluk, 
Dory Jaffe, Daniel Kington, Athena Patitsas, 
Sophia Silver, Becky Tang and Minjia Tang. 
baryluk and Kington received individual 
recognition at the state competition, as well.

the speech and debate team had 
eleven students qualify for the Feb. 23 state 
competition, and two of these qualified for 
the upcoming national tournament in June: 
juniors Spandan Shah and Ziyue Wang.
Sophomore Lindsey Meredith contributed to this story

 poeTic professionaLs
another year of participation in 
the poetry out loud competition 
brings out the school’s finest

senior Stuart Silver shined as the top 
performer at the annual poetry recitation 

contest, followed by senior Samantha Gauer. 
representing the sophomore class in third 
place was Nicholas Kochanek. 

“once again, we had outstanding 
presentations, all honoring the written word,” 
poetry outloud director Kevin Stotts said.

silver will advance to the state competition 
as the uahs representative.

 by Davey Strahm, ’13

I n - b r I e f
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 hope you girls know that you will most 
likely be the only African American 
students in your school.” 

As junior Madison McNeil listened to 
her mother’s words before her family moved 
to Upper Arlington, she tried to imagine 
what the new environment would be like. 

“To go to a whole different area, a 
whole different culture, it’s very hard 
because you don’t know what to expect,” 
McNeil said. 

McNeil is among the 1.1 percent of 
the student body at UAHS that is black. 
While being a minority can at 
times be trying, many believe 
the high school is an accepting 
environment.

Junior D’nae Reese, also a black 
student, said she feels the pressure 
of being part of a minority.

“Sometimes I [wonder if ] 
people are judging me when I’m 
the only black [student] as I walk down 
the hallway,” Reese said.

Blacks are not only a small minority 
in the student body, but also in the high 
school’s faculty.

Business teacher Stephen Lewis, who 
is one of few black faculty members, said 
although the lack of diversity is present, it 
does not create tension.

“I can say that the community of 
Upper Arlington High School is an 
accepting environment,” Lewis said. “The 
administrators, teachers and staff are all 

very passionate about bringing the best 
opportunities for our students to learn.” 

He views diversity as a tool with which 
to learn more about society as a whole.

“Diversity brings the opportunity 
to learn and understand differences 
and similarities,” Lewis said. “To 
understand cultural values and traditions, 
to understand language, all of which 
contribute to making us better citizens.”

Like Lewis, Reese shares this thought 
that experiencing diversity is a learning 
tool for students. 

However, Reese thinks that due to the 
lack of diversity at UAHS, some white 
students might have closed minds to the 
diversity issue.

“Sometimes, since they might not 
have gotten out of the [UA] ‘bubble,’ 
they don’t open their minds to different 
races, specifically African Americans, 
but for the most part they’re accepting,” 
Reese said.

Although both students claim that 
UAHS is an accepting environment, 
McNeil spoke out about a negative 
experience with diversity during her 
freshman year.

“For me I have had the experience 
where students have called me the n-word, 
not in a nice way,” McNeil said. “I was 
just walking down the hallway and out 
of nowhere, I heard the phrase, ‘Why 
are you here you ni****?’ I felt a little bit 
uncomfortable, and then a couple months 
later I heard it again.”

During the transition from middle 
school to high school McNeil noticed the 
shift in attitudes.

 “When I went to Hastings the kids 
were a lot more receptive of me, but 

when I came to the high school, the 
environment changed somehow,”  
she said.

For McNeil, it’s not only having to deal 
emotionally with being called names, but 
it is also challenging to react appropriately.

“I try to figure out how I should 
respond to that when my own race calls 
each other that name almost everyday,” 
she said.“I can kind of just brush it off and 
keep on walking...If you take the n-word 
as being harsh, for me that’s not moving 
forward in our society.” 

Although this could upset 
many, McNeil tries her best not to 
let these words bother her.

“I let it go because believe it or 
not, they don’t move me,” McNeil 
said. “If people have a certain 
opinion about my race and 
about me, to me it’s not relevant 
because that’s their opinion.” 

Even though there are currently 
only 20 black students enrolled at 
UAHS, both McNeil and Reese keep 
a positive outlook on being a part of a 
minority group.

“I think the main thing is to be 
confident about yourself. That’s what 
I’ve learned, because before I came 
to Upper Arlington I wasn’t very 
confident at all,” McNeil said. “It 
forces me to be confident and to have 
my own personality.”

Like McNeil and Reese, Lewis also 
keeps a positive outlook on the future of 
UAHS and its accepting environment.

“As long as everyone continues to 
be open to change, and they are willing 
to work together towards resolving 
any racial issues, UAHS will continue 
to be an accepting environment for all 
students of color,” Lewis said.

McNeil takes a more pragmatic view.
“People may judge me by the color 

of my skin, but it doesn’t matter,” 
she said, “At the end of the day what 
matters is the choices I have made to 
take one step closer to my future, closer 
to being successful.”  

Students and faculty members explore the 
realities of being among the black minority
by mattiesteVens, ‘13 and gracemoody, ‘14

The
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Far right: Senior Cody Pfister meditates during the 
Yoga Club’s Feb. 7 meeting. The club meets at 3:15 p.m. 
on Thursdays after school. 

right: Junior Olivia Teteris and junior club leader 
Elizabeth Limotta use their prior yoga skills to help lead 
the club. They are practicing the gate position.

photo by leXy elliott

photo by leXy elliott

photo by leXy elliott

photo by audrey ross

photo by audrey ross

photo by leXy elliott 

by audreyross, ‘13, and lexyellIott, ’13

A look inside the new Yoga Club,  
which welcomes students of all skill levels

above:  Yoga Club juniors Olivia Teteris and Elizabeth 
Limotta and seniors Cody Pfister and Alex Husted  practice 
the gate pose, which is a beginner’s pose. The club is for 
anyone interested in practicing yoga, regardless of skill level. 

right: Senior Cody Pfister  (front), along with other 
members, follow a yoga video’s stretching instructions to 
improve flexibility. Junior club leader Elizabeth Limotta 
said yoga is a great way to reduce stress while exercising. 

above: Junior Elizabeth Limotta  relaxes in prayer 
pose to begin the Feb. 7 meeting.  Limotta and other 
junior leaders, including Natalie McKinney, Sarah Mikac 
and Maddie Baker, decided to start Yoga Club after 
completing a yoga unit in Wellness class. 

above middle: Juniors Olivia Teteris and Elizabeth 
Limotta and seniors Tommy Goettler and Cody Pfister 
practice child’s pose. This is a basic yoga pose for beginners. 
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by matiasgrotewold, ‘13,
anna-mariatHalassInos, ’14, and 
carlytoVell, ‘13

From Columbine to Sandy Hook, 
every school shooting makes the 
public reel, as if each bullet hit the 

nation in its entirety instead of individual 
children. Twelve dead, 27 wounded. 
Twenty-six dead, one wounded.

Each life lost brings a communal 
tear and reinstates fear in a nation still 
staggering from the prior shooting. 
Every shot fired—every firearm used—
rejuvenates the campaign to limit access 
to semi- and fully-automatic weapons 
without infringing upon citizens’ 
constitutional rights.

reactions to violence
Measures suggested by those involved 

in the debate about what role guns should 
have in schools span both extremes. Gun 
rights advocates, including the National 
Rifle Association (NRA), are in favor of 
weapons being present in schools in order 
to combat an intruder.

A Dec. 21, 2012 article in The New 
York Times titled “NRA Envisions a 
‘Good Guy With a Gun’ in Every 
School,” by Eric Lichtblau and Motoko 
Rich, quoted Wayne LaPierre, Vice 

President of the NRA, who speaks 
strongly in favor of gun rights.

“The only thing that stops a bad guy 
with a gun is a good guy with a gun,” 
LaPierre said when suggesting that 
security should be placed in every school.

However, gun restriction advocates 
are moving to pass legislation at both 
the state and national level that would 
greatly restrict the availability of 
weapons to the public and keep all guns 
out of schools. So far, the only legislation 
restricting gun rights that has passed was 
in New York.

Opinions regarding 
measures similar to 
those taken in New York 
receive mixed reactions 
from students.

Senior Gus Ackley is in 
favor of weapons having 
some presence in schools.

“I think it could be 
appropriate to have a select number of 
staff carrying guns, but I don’t think 
that all teachers should have a gun,” 
Ackley said. “It is not our teachers’ 
job to pack heat and try to defend us 
against [shooters]. That isn’t in their 
job description, and I think that good 
teachers would stray away from teaching 
if they knew that part of their job would 

be defending students’ lives in a gunfight.”
Junior Paul Verdier said that his 

hesitation about guns in schools tends 
to come from the fear of making 
students uncomfortable in their 
academic atmosphere.

“School is a learning environment 
[and] I feel that guns in general can 
be quite the distraction,” Verdier said. 
“[Teachers] are carrying a piece of 
metal capable of ending someone’s life. 
Whether you trust them or not, it’s still a 
lot of power.” 

While teachers having weapons in 
schools is not a popular option, the idea 
of security guards in schools received 
more support. A Huffington Post article 
this January titled “Gun Control Poll 
Finds Broad, Even Bipartisan, Support 
For Some Limits,” said over 60 percent of 
both Republicans and Democrats are in 
favor of having armed security in schools. 

‘‘it is not our teachers’ 
job to pack heat and 

try to defend us against 
[shooters]. That isn’t part of 
their job description.” 

senior Gus ackley

Recent school 
shootings impact 
UAHS and spur 
legislation

photo illustration by natasha ringnalda

One too 
many
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In spite of popular support, the plan has 
logistical flaws.

Recent statistics compiled by The 
Guardian in an article titled “NRA 
proposal to post armed guards in schools 
is debunked by critics” say the cost of 
having an armed guard in every school 
could be over $7 billion per year.

Ackley said those costs are far too high.
“I think the NRA’s response of putting 

an armed guard in every school is kind of 
ridiculous because the cost, if you think 
about it, would be outrageous,” he said.

Even if there were guards in place at 
each school, as the NRA suggests, Ackley 
noted that obvious vulnerabilities weaken 
this security measure. 

“If somebody wanted to come into 
the school to kill a bunch of people, the 
armed guard would be their first target 
and then there would be no defense,” 
Ackley said.

Verdier said security guards in schools 
may be fine, but he believes that under no 
situation should teachers be required to 
have a weapon.

“If an armed gunman entered 
a school with the intention to 
kill, you [would] have a teacher 
who has to dodge gunfire, avoid 
hitting students, and maybe shoot 
at someone who possesses military 
grade guns,” Verdier said. “If you 
want to have law enforcement in 
the school, then fine, [but] teachers 
are here to teach.”

Junior Dorry Jaffe is against any weapon 
being present in the learning environment. 

“I think the worst thing to do would 
be putting an adult, an authority figure 
and a role model of students in charge 
of a weapon. The idea of having a gun 
in the school sounds dangerous enough 
and knowing that a teacher would have 
it would still not make me feel better,” 
Jaffe said. “Having a teacher have a gun 
in school shows that guns are OK around 
[students] and in closed environments 
when they really aren’t.”

security in the district
Taking into consideration the 

views of parents and teachers, as well 
as how students may feel, the district 
administration is currently discussing 
many courses of action, including modern 
security measures at entrances and new 

procedures in case of an intruder.
Teachers and administrators 

throughout the district has been trained 
since the Columbine shooting in 1999 
to go into a lockdown situation when 
an intruder is in the building or there 
is a situation deemed risky in the area. 
In a lockdown situation, all students are 
to find a classroom. The teachers are to 
turn the lights off and hide everybody in 
a corner of the room— not visible from 
outside the door.

However, according to UAHS 
guidance counselor Allen Banks, the 
district is currently considering whether 
or not a lockdown is the safest procedure 
in case of an armed intruder.

“The talk I know of that we’re having 
now is whether or not a lockdown is the 
best course of action,” Banks said. “If 
there is a shooter in the building, maybe 
fleeing is better than hiding.”

The newsletter sent out to the staff 
and retirees of Upper Arlington School 
District, The Intercom, offered the same 
information.

“Regarding lockdowns and how 
they are evolving,” the newsletter reads, 
“trainer James Burke encouraged: ‘Move, 
run, get out of the way, throw stuff, get 
out of a window. Don’t be a sitting duck.’”

The school district’s executive director 
of business, Chris Potts, who has also 
been placed in charge of the new security 
measures in the district, commented on 
alternate responses being considered in 
case of an intruder.

“We want to give the teachers 
resources to make their own decisions in 
case of [an intruder]. We want to teach 
them to decide whether they should 
knock out the window, barricade the door 
or just sit tight,” Potts said.

Current safety procedures during the 
normal school day include leaving all but 
specific entry doors locked throughout 
the day and not allowing anybody to 

enter when those doors are locked. In 
addition, all staff members are required to 
wear an identification lanyard and doors 
to all classrooms are to be locked at all 
times, which are new security measures 
initiated this year.

Reactions regarding the lanyards tend 
to acknowledge that there is no harm in 
requiring them district-wide, but that 
they do not constitute a security measure 

in themselves.
“I don’t think that UA has done 

anything wrong in their response 
to the recent violence, but having 
the teacher[s] wear [lanyards] 
doesn’t really do anything,” Ackley 
said.

Banks sees the lanyards as 
being a step in the right direction.

“[These lanyards] certainly can’t 
hurt. It’s just one of the steps we have to 
take to have a safer school,” Banks said.

In the newsletter, the administration 
appears cautious and reluctant to make 
major changes due to fear of disturbing 
the learning environment.

“[These new measures] will require 
a shift in culture and possibly result in 
experiencing some delays in the ways we 
have become accustomed to doing things 
in our schools,” the newsletter reads.

Banks agrees that a cautious approach 
should be taken when refining security 
measures.

“There is a fine line between feeling 
safe and having a sterile environment,” 
Banks said. “A sterile environment might 
completely prevent a shooting, but it is 
unwelcoming and we don’t necessarily 
want that.”

Potts also expressed hesitation about 

‘‘The problems appear 
when we have dangerous 

people who we don’t know are 
dangerous until they have a gun 
in their hands.”

Junior Dorry Jaffe

photo illustration by natasha ringnalda
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too many new measures.

“We’re not looking to create 
fortresses,” Potts said. “We still want [the 
schools] to be welcoming and still be a 
learning environment.”

As Potts pointed out, the 
administration has in mind that there is 
a statistical improbability of a shooting 
occurring in a school.

According to an article by the Tampa 
Bay CBS-affiliated Channel 10 news, 
James Fox, a professor of criminology, 
law and public policy at Northeastern 
University, said that even though a few 
dozen children are killed each year in 
school, statistically speaking, it remains 
the safest place a child will likely ever be. 

“When you consider the fact that there 
are over 50 million school children in 
America, the chances are over one in two 
million [that they will experience a school 
shooting], not a high probability,” Fox said. 
“And most cases that do occur are in high 
schools and less so in middle schools—and 
hardly ever in elementary schools.”

This is true in spite of the vast 
media attention that recent shootings 
have received which, as Banks said, is 
disproportionate to any trend in the 
number of shootings.

“The media has perpetuated the 
exposure of these shootings. There have 
always been shootings; there are just more 
reported now,” Banks said.

Ackley said that while it is a grim 
reality that school shootings happen, and 
although students 
know that nobody is 
completely safe from 
a shooting, they do 
not feel unsafe while 
at school.

“I don’t feel at 
risk when I am at 
school, but that 
being said, I also 
think it would be very easy to sneak a gun 
into the school if somebody wanted to,” 
Ackley said.

Legislation
Just as Ackley describes the need for 

change in security at UAHS, there are now 
increased efforts in order to pass national 
legislation to create a safer society. 

Legislative action is now taking 
place on both the state and national 

level to increase gun control. With 
his second term underway, President 
Barack Obama is pushing towards 
stricter gun control measures after the 
Dec. 14 Sandy Hook shooting.

At a press conference on Feb. 5 in 
Minneapolis, Minn., Obama spoke on 
behalf of the changes that Congress is 
discussing following the recent shootings.

“Expanding background checks to 
include sales at gun shows and other 
private transactions isn’t a conservative 
idea or a liberal idea—that is a smart 
idea,” Obama said. 

A Feb. 4 article in The Washington 
Post article by David Sherfinski titled 
“Obama’s gun control push moves states 
to fight it” explained the legislation. The 
gun control legislation would put limits 
on assault weapons such as the AR-15 
and the AK-47. The article also explained 
that the plan is to get weapons with 
high ammunition capacity off the streets. 
With the proposed background checks, 
a nationwide database would be created 
to keep weapons out of the hands of 
criminals and people who are mentally ill.

Senior Casey Beam mental health 
plays into the gun debate.

“The ban on selling guns to people 
with mental illnesses can really help keep 
the weapons out of bad hands,” Beam 
said. “[However], I don’t feel [that] a ban 
on assault weapons will help national 
security very much. Whether you have a 
revolver or a semi-automatic weapon it 

isn’t going to change the fact that people 
could get hurt.” 

Parts of the proposed legislation acts 
have gained the support of students 
at UAHS, including the proposal for 
regulations on gun sales. Other students 
believe that different types of weapons 
should be regulated. 

“There should be some regulations on 
guns,” Ackley said. “There is no reason for 
anybody to have a fully automatic AR-15 

with a 100 bullet clip unless they are 
trying to kill a person; you don’t need an 
AR-15 to defend yourself.”

Jaffe said the person who owns the gun 
is more important than the type of gun.

“Some people hunt for sport and 
some truly feel like they need protection. 
That’s a preference and isn’t a problem,” 
Jaffe said. “The problems appear when 
we have dangerous people who we don’t 
know are dangerous until they have a 
gun in their hands.”

The Washington Post article said 
that most Americans and gun owners 
agree that some measures need to be 
implemented to prevent future shootings. 
According to a recent poll taken on Jan. 23 
by the Gallup polling website, 58 percent 
of Americans are in support of stricter 
laws controlling the sale of firearms. 

In the Feb. 5 press conference, Obama 
said, “The overwhelming majority of 
gun owners think [universal background 
checks are] a good idea,” referring to 
recent polling that shows most gun 
owners support background checks at gun 
shows and for private sales.

The primary goal of the legislation, 
apart from protecting citizens’ 
Constitutional rights, is to assure that 
parents feel their children are safe at 
school and that the students themselves 
feel safe.

“I never feel at risk when I’m at the 
high school but that doesn’t mean I 
feel safe,” Jaffe said. “You never think 
that something like Sandy Hook will 
happen but what kind of protection do 
we have at our school? Lockdowns? I 
don’t know how effective that would be 
if someone with a semi-automatic came 
in the school.”  

photo illustration by natasha ringnalda

‘‘expanding background 
checks to include sales at gun 

shows and other private transactions 
isn’t a conservative idea or a liberal 
idea—that is a smart idea.”

President barack obama
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dine in  •  carryout  •  catering

3080 Tremont Rd.
Upper Arlington, Ohio 43221

Phone: 459-9945  •  Fax: 459-9944

caffedavinciua.com

Hours
10:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.  Monday - Thursday
10:30 a.m. - 10 p.m. Friday
11 a.m. - 10 p.m.  Saturday
4 p.m. - 9 p.m.  Sunday

Owners: Kim and Tina Elsea

by kariHIgHman, ’13

As warmer weather approaches, 
junior Joanie Ackley, Fashion Club 
president, comments on the biggest 
trends for the upcoming season

the idea of pairing two 
basics is back with this trend.  
according to ackley, this trend 
works because it is clean and 
sleek looking.  she suggested 
wearing metallic accessories 
to make clothes look more 
intricate.

watercolor prints green

matching separates

the black and white 
trend is a timeless style, ackley 
said, because of its classic 
look. because of  this, she 
said that buying black and 
white is always a smart 
investment.  
since the style is all about 
contrast, wearing white 
pants with a black top is 
one of the many ways to 
mix it up.

pinK top and bottoMs courtesy 
Forever21.coM: $24.80

Watercolor dress courtesy  
asos.coM: $70.16 (sale)

Mint green dress courtesy  
lulus.coM: $90

blacK & White dress courtesy  
Forever21.coM: $27.80

springintoFashion

black & white

this item is a popular piece due 
to the bold patterns and color 
combinations.  according to ackley, 
the watercolor patterns give clothes 
a fun and youthful vibe making 
it very wearable for high school 
students.  Wearing one watercolor 
piece, whether it be a dress or a 
skirt can really add a bright effect to 
an outfit.

While the color may seem plain, 
ackley said that it gets a fresh 
finish thanks to splashes of shades 
such as emerald and lime. she 
added that the simple silhouette 
of a dress or skirt makes the shade 
easier to wear for springtime.
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come for your Boutonniere or corsage!
4460 Kenny road, columbus, oH 43220  •  www.desantIsFlor.com  •  (614) 451-4414  •  Fax (614) 451-7704

the Ftd® pink peruvian lily boutonnierethe Ftd® enchantment corsage

by oliviamIltner, ‘13

Imagine standing in an airport and 
seeing the person who will be living 
with you for the next 10 days face-

to-face for the first time. That was what 
15 UAHS seniors experienced as they 
welcomed their Scottish exchange students 
to Columbus, Ohio on Oct. 19, 2012.

Upper Arlington High School has 
teamed up with Madras College in 
St. Andrews, Scotland and has given 
UAHS students the opportunity to 
explore another culture for a few 
weeks out of the school year. Senior 
Erin Sankey is one student who is 
participating in this exchange program, 
and said that in addition to seeing the 
great experience her sister had with the 
program, she was also interested in the 
exchange because of her fascination 
with other cultures.

“As a student who loves culture and 
plans on being an international relations 
major, I am very interested in learning 
about other countries and people from 
other countries,” Sankey said.

Sankey discovered that the two 
cultures were actually relatively similar 
except for some small details such as 
language variations. 

“The slang was one of the big 
differences...like instead of ‘tired’ they 
say ‘knackered out.’ They have aerosol 
deodorant which I was unfamiliar with. 
We were very alike other than that.”

Gemma Malek, a Scottish student 
who participated in the program, noticed 
similar differences on her visit to the U.S.

“Someone told me they liked my 
‘pants.’ This was kind of weird [because] 
pants to me is my underwear,” Malek 
said. “It was pretty funny once I realized 
what they were actually saying.”

Another difference that Sankey 
noticed was the way classes and schools 
are structured.

“[The Scottish students] have uniforms, 
and their classes...are on more of a blocked 
schedule, so they don’t have eight classes 
a day like we do, they only have maybe 
three or four classes a day. [And] whereas 
we have a set schedule each day theirs is 
structured more like a college [that varies 
from day to day],” she said.

Sankey also noted how different the 
support for school sports is between the 
two countries.

“In Scotland they don’t really have 
American football. So when they came 
here they thought it was really amazing 
to go to an OSU game and...see the 
school spirit at UA games,” Sankey said.  
“They were talking about how they have 
rugby and hockey and basketball, but as 
far as school sports go they aren’t usually 
that big...and even in bigger games 
they don’t have nearly as many people 
viewing or participating as an OSU 
football game.”

But the Scottish program was 
not Sankey’s first experience with an 
exchange program. Previously, she 

participated in a U.S./German exchange 
her sophomore year of high school, which 
lasted longer than the Scottish exchange, 
as she lived in Germany for three weeks 
and the Scottish program lasts for 10 
days. One variation she noted between 
the two programs was the language 
barrier, which made it difficult to create a 
close friendship with her partner.

“It was a little harder to connect with 
my exchange partner because sometimes 
we were talking in charades. There were a 
lot of hand gestures,” Sankey said. 

She also saw a divergence in the 
structure of education when comparing 
both Germany and the U.S.

“The place we were visiting was rural...
they have one big school and then people 
from all of the neighboring cities and 
towns go there,” Sankey said. “So there 
would be classmates at your school that 
could live 45 minutes to an hour away 
which is really different from here.”

 Based on what she has learned from 
previous experiences, Sankey is excited 
for everything she hopes to see while 
visiting Scotland.

“I’m really looking forward to meeting 
my host family and also touring and 
being around a different city and different 
scenery,” Sankey said. “[I’m also looking 
forward to] being able to pay attention 
to other cultural differences like more 
language things or different foods.”  

Exchange program gives students opportunity to 
explore variations between two communities

Seeking Scotland
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you are excited for the new 
spring fashion trends.

54% yay, 30% nay, 16% Undecided

you are eager for the winter 
weather to end.

76% yay, 15% nay, 9% Undecided 

you plan on participating (or 
have participated) in a foreign 

exchange program.
                                                                                                                        

18% yay, 66% nay, 16% Undecided

data For tHIs yay or nay compIled tHrougH a Voluntary 
arlIngtonIan surVey oF 10 percent oF tHe student body.

you would feel comfortable with 
staff carrying guns in school for 
students’ protection.

22% yay, 69% nay, 9% Undecided

you are going to fill out a bracket 
for march madness.

54% yay,  36% nay,  10% Undecided

54%

you believe yoga is a  
great way to combine  

exercising and relaxation.

67% yay, 19% nay, 14% Undecided

you plan to attend  
(or are participating in)  
the uaHs talent show.

15% yay, 65% nay, 20% Undecided

you believe online dating can 
be an effective way to meet 
your soulmate.

18% yay, 60% nay, 22% Undecided 

67%

65%

54%

69%

76%

66%

60%

by davidstreIcHer, ’13

On saturday March 9, uahs students 
interested in the performing arts 
will get a special treat as the school 

hosts its annual talent show. the 90-minute 
event will enable students with unique 
performance talents to put their best foot 
forward for the crowd. 

the talent show comprises a wide variety 
of student talents. theater teacher greg 
varner, who has been in charge of the show 
for the last five years, said the production 
aims to exhibit a broad range of talent.

“the most consistent thing i see in the 
company of the talent show is the way 
students from all across the school are 
represented,” varner said. “the show is wide 
open to the entire student population 
and to all types of talent—from singers 
to instrumentalists to dancers to bands to 
dramatic performance—the door is open 
to everyone.”

among the acts planned this year are 
poetry recitation, irish step dancing, a 
ukelele solo and stage magic. in addition to 
providing entertainment, the talent show 
also raises money for charitable projects. the 
2012 talent show donated its proceeds to the 
uahs student Foundation, with this year’s 
recipient currently being deliberated. varner 
says this function of the show is a source of 
pride for himself as well as the school.

“i always want people to be able to look 
around and be reminded of the strength 
of upper arlington,”  varner said. “We are a 
community of people who need to take 
frequent inventory of our blessings and who 

need to always look for the way we can share 
our [good fortune] with others. … likewise, 
with our charity focus, we provide an 
opportunity for others to be blessed because 
of what we, as a community, do.”

For the students planning to perform, 
however, the show also serves as a 
stepping-stone on the journey of exploring 
their fascinations. senior phaedra scherl, 
a belly dancer since her sophomore year 
and a participant in the upcoming talent 
show, plans to use her performance as an 
opportunity to grow as a dancer.

scherl specializes in american tribal style 
belly dancing, and prior to participating in 
the talent show, has only danced in groups. 
she plans to continue dancing in the future, 
having taken this step forward.

“[it’s] a little bit [intimidating]. [i’ve] never 
had to deal with auditions for dancing,” scherl 
said. “i’m a little nervous, because i’ve never 
[danced] a solo before.”

Whatever one’s motivation for 
participating in the show may be, it remains 
an important event for the performance 
community of ua. senior stephen chun, 
who was a featured pianist in last year’s talent 
show, believes that the show allowed him to 
display his passion best.

“i believe that [you know you’ve done] 
the best performance [you] could do if, when 
you finish a piece, there is a moment of 
silence, then the applause,” chun said. “that 
moment of silence shows that the audience 
is still interested, and they want to hear 
more…there was about three seconds of 
silence after my piece, and i think that’s why i 
was so proud [of it].”   

Senior Phaedra Scherl performs a move from American Tribal Style belly dancing. Scherl will be performing in the 
talent show, which opens March 9.

Showing Talent
Talent show gives students opportunity to 
showcase passions, inspire others via performance

photo by  Maria berger

yay or nay coMpiled by anna-Maria thalassinos & carly tovell
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Many people may have heard of the 
recent scandal involving notre 
dame linebacker, Manti te’o, who 

was tricked into believing he was dating 
a stanford student. in reality, his so-called 
“girlfriend” was a crazed male fan sending 
lies from behind his computer screen. 

according to espn, te’o didn’t discover 
the truth behind the hoax until his 
“girlfriend” supposedly died of leukemia. 
te’o then received a call stating his online 
“girlfriend” was in fact still alive. From there 
the story began to unravel and the online 
news website, deadspin, uncovered who 
te’o’s real “girlfriend” was. 

of course, the scandal 
is somewhat of an 
embarrassing situation 
for te’o, not to mention 
the press who were led to 
believe and even reported 
on his “girlfriend.” not only 
did the scandal cause me 
to think about the naivety 
of the victim, but i now 
question the validity of 
the press. 

Whether or not te’o was 
a part of the hoax and knew 
his “girlfriend” was fake, the 
press obviously didn’t do enough research 
into the relationship. a quick background 
check on the girl or reaching out for an in-
person interview with her or her family could 
have uncovered the truth months earlier. 
though many may blame te’o and his own 
gullibility, the fault of the press and its failure 
to fully dig for the truth has been ignored. 

after hearing about te’o’s story, i 
immediately thought of the new Mtv reality 
show, Catfish.  each hour episode tapes the 
story of an online dater hoping to meet 
their long-time love who they have been 
talking to soley through media. in most 
cases, the person one has fallen in love with 
ends up not being anyone close to who 
they said they were. often, the online daters 
have been lying to the other person about 
numerous aspects of their lives. daters on 
the show have created an entirely different 
identity using others’ photos, fabricating 
personal information, and in rare cases 

even lying about their sex. relating te’o’s 
relationship to the victims on catfish allows 
me to better see his side of the story. there 
are crazy people out there, people who 
would do anything in order to find love. it 
shocks me to think that someone would 
be willing to go to the measures of using 
another random person’s photos to identify 
with, finding companies that they can say 
they work at and worst of all, lying about 
their sex. not only do those lies represent an 
extreme form of insecurity and confusion, 
they take a lot of time and effort for a 
person to develop. this is not only a creepy 

and disturbing pasttime, but 
it must take a lot of work on 
their part.

after watching Catfish, 
and digging deeper 
into te’o story, there are 
a few conclusions i can 
draw when it comes to 
online dating. the first is, i 
personally never plan on 
doing it. the idea of talking 
to someone and learning 
about their life only to 
discover everything is a lie 
does not sound like the best 
way to find a soulmate. 

even though i am hesitant to the idea 
of online dating, i don’t completely advise 
everyone to stay away from it. i may not be 
a love guru or completely qualified to give 
dating advice, but there are a few obvious 
things i’ve learned from Catfish and te’o’s 
story to look out for. First, i would highly 
advise meeting in person with the other 
person early on in your relationship. this 
way no time is wasted on getting to know 
someone who isn’t actually who they say 
they are. if some one is acting sketchy (a.k.a. 
repeatedly coming up with excuses not 
to meet in person, talk on the phone, or 
skype) then wake up and smell the roses  -
  —they are most likely lying! apart from the 
aspect of online posers, there still are cases 
of dating successes. like those eharmony 
commercials say, people can meet online 
and end up married; it can happen. Just 
remember to be on the cautious side or 
you could end up like Manti te’o.  

Online Dating Disasters 
Columnist comments on Manti Te’o hoax, Catfish show

by emmaKlebe, ’13

do you think that increased gun 
control will decrease gun violence?

do you think that uaHs 
provides students with 
awareness of other cultures?

Is senioritis becoming a problem 
for you? How are you coping?

“It’s a huge problem 
for me. I’ve pretty 
much given up. 
school’s about 
number five on my 
priority list.”

Senior Will Berg

“there are problems 
other than gun 
control that 
contribute to gun 
violence. However, 
I do think that 
laws like stricter 
background checks 
will be beneficial.”

Senior Catherine Paraskos

“I don’t think they’ll 
make a difference.  
making something 
illegal doesn’t help 
solve the problem, 
as you can see with 
multiple kinds of 
drugs.”

Junior Lucas Ahlstrom

“Here there’s not a 
good mix of diverse 
people, but in 
language classes 
we learn a lot about 
other cultures.”

Sophomore Madison Piccinich 

coMpiled by Mattie stevens
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Senioritis is 
the psycho-
logical and 

behavioral condi-
tion which causes 
extreme boredom 
and a lack of over-
all involvement in 
anything dealing 

with education. Senioritis is the leading 
cause of boredom amongst people age 17-
to-19. Millions of high schoolers around 
the world, and here at UAHS, are living 
with senioritis, and many juniors are also 
beginning to display early symptoms.

causes
Complacency is the main cause of 

senioritis. The disease attacks the mind, 
and leaves the infected 
vulnerable to extreme 
boredom and laziness.

The virus can be 
spread through:
•Verbal communication 

with and peer pressure 
by friends and fellow 
students.

•Extended social exposure 
to others who have con-
tracted this condition.

• Common media outlets 
such as the internet and 
television. Many social 
networks and television shows portray 
the college life, and this can cause an 
accelerated sense of restlessness.

•Subconsciously, by dreaming of 
life outside the confinement and 
entrapment of high school. 

There are also ways to contract the 
disease outside of school, including:
• Parents who become apathetic about 

making sure that their children are 
staying on top of their work can also 
contribute to senioritis.

• Immediate exposure to college life. 
Especially living in UA with a major 

college campus right down the street 
from many residents, it is thought that 
this exposure can drastically increase 
the rate at which senioritis spreads. 

• Extended periods of  absence from school, 
such as spring break,º can cause students 
to enter a metaphysical state of laziness.

symptoms
The symptoms of senioritis are 

primarily the result of laziness that does 
not develop in students with a healthy 
academic lifestyle defined by, but not 
limited to: participation in class, excessive 
studying, staying in on a weekend because 
‘they have a big test next week’, and a 
rising trend in grades even after the first 
semester of senior year has ended. 

People with senioritis have had their 
brain damaged by apathy 
and are very susceptible 
to developing multiple 
symptoms. 

Common symptoms include: 
• Disappearance or complete 
loss of an individual’s 
backpack.
• Responding to virtually 
every question or request 
with ‘too lazy’.
• A tendency to say ‘what’ or 
‘can you repeat the question’ 
when called upon by a 
teacher.

Note: At first, infection with senioritis 
may produce no symptoms. Some 
students, however, do experience laziness 
with failure to complete assignments, 
skipping school, and quitting sports 
usually within two-to-four weeks of 
contracting the ailment.

Treatment
There is currently no known treatment 

for senioritis.  And I am way to lazy 
to even brainstorm, let alone think of 
methods for preventing it.  So have fun 
and stay safe.  

A Global Perspective
Staff supports cultural awareness

staffedItorIal

Living in an affluent suburb, it is 
often easy to say that everything a 

student needs is right here. however, 
no education is complete without a 
global perspective of the world. 

the importance of having a global  
perspective, one which emphasizes 
reaching out to other cultures, is a 
vital part of any student’s experience. 
this can be seen in the story Seeking 
Scotland, as 15 uahs students took 
advantage of the opportunity to 
immerse themselves in the traditions 
and language of another country. 

through this program, as well as 
several other exchange programs at 
uahs, students have the opportunity 
to learn firsthand the traditions and 
customs of a world unlike their own.

however, it is equally essential 
that students embrace diversity in 
their daily lives. With the inclusion of 
a varied population, students have a 
better learning environment in which 
to discuss ideas and to contribute their 
own experiences to an ever-growing 
and amazing global conversation.  

Thank you to our Donors!
Arlingtonian is provided free to all 
students & staff with contributions from 
the generous people & businesses below
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tom and eileen donovan
erich & andrea doseff grotewold 
barbara galantowicz 
the Klebe Family 
bob and carol lowery 
steve leviness & paula schaller

William t.c. yuh 

Golden Bear
doug and cheryl godard  
scott & dr. Kristen Medors Family                  
the streicher family
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donation levels indicate the gift category of the donation. bronze: $10, silver: 
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Senioritis
We would fight for a cure,  
but that would be a lot of work ...

by daveystraHm, ’13



No appointment necessary,  
with evening and weekend  
hours available.

Visits start at $59 and, when  
applicable, we can bill your  
insurance.

Any patient under 18 years of age  
must be accompanied by parent  
or guardian.

BUT FOR OHIO STATE, 
EXPERT CARE WOULDN’T 
BE THIS CONVENIENT.

FastCare clinics provide  
quality care for common  
illnesses such as coughs,  
colds, sore throats, rashes  
and earaches.

Locations

Gahanna Giant Eagle 
1250 N. Hamilton Road

Market District Giant Eagle 
3061 Kingsdale Center 

Phone

614-366-2050 

Hours

Monday-Friday: 8:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday: 9 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Sunday: 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

medicalcenter.osu.edu/go/fastcareFAST

CENTRAL OHIO’S BEST ADULT HOSPITALOSU WEXNER MEDICAL CENTER


