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Dressing to Impress
Prom dress trends highlight glitz and glamour

Arabian Nights
Who: UA Seniors & Juniors, & their guests

What: UAHS Prom 2014 

When: Saturday, May 3, 7-11 p.m.

Where: Columbus Convention Center, 
Battelle Hall South

How: Dinner & Dance tickets go on sale 
the week of April 21

COURTESY MAGGIE SOTTERO

COURTESY RALPH LAUREN

COURTESY MAGGIE SOTTERO
COURTESY KENDRA SCOTT

COURTESY PARIS HILTON

bY CARSON OzCOMERT, ‘17

< Teen Vogue said this 
year’s top prom trend is 
lace, because it brings 
out a gentler and girlier 
side to beauty. 

> If your prom 
dress is missing 
that special 
something, 
Teen Vogue 
recommends 
adding an eye-
grabbing piece, 
like a statement 
necklace or an 
embellished 
headband. 

> Teen Vogue also 
acknowledged the popularity 
of classic black dresses this 
year. Jessica at Cheesecake 
Boutique said, “[We] have 
[black dresses] with sheer 
mesh.” Annie at Jeffrey 
Thomas stated, “We have 
lots of black dresses... with 
sparkles and leather.”  

< According 
to Seventeen 
magazine, prom 
dresses can be 
accented with 
metallic shoes in 
different shiny 
shades. 

< This year, structure 
is the name of the 
game. Annie at Jeffrey 
Thomas said, “Last 
year [the dresses] 
were more flowy 
and this year they’re 
more tailored. Last 
year there were more 
layered dresses and 
now they’re more 
form-fitting.”

2140 Tremont Center
UA, Ohio 43221

MONDAy - SATURDAy
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a�ai�� �al� Nonprofit organization 
provides prom dresses 
to girls in needcome true

UAHS students have been improving 
the confidence of central Ohio girls by 
volunteering with this charity.

Senior Armonde Moore held a dress 
drive that collected dresses for the girls at 
Cristo Rey Columbus, a private school that 
offers scholarships and first-rate education to 
underprivileged kids, as her capstone project.  

“[Cristo Rey] held its first dance in the fall 
so the dresses I collected were set up into a 
boutique at the school and the girls got to pick 
out the dresses, 
shoes, and/or 
accessories they 
wanted to wear,” 
Moore said.

Moore 
found the 
opportunity 
to give back to her community through 
the donation of dresses to be memorable 
and rewarding.

“When I set up the boutique at the 
school, I was able to help the girls search 
through the dresses,” Moore said. “They were 
all so grateful to have this opportunity.”

With the multitude of leftover 
dresses raised by Moore, she decided to 
donate them to the Fairy Goodmothers 
Cinderella’s Closet Boutique, a pop-
up store located at the Columbus City 
Schools Enrollment Building on the Fort 
Hayes campus. 

Anne Houser, president of Fairy 
Goodmothers in Columbus, said the 
easiest way to get involved with the charity 
during high school is by spreading the word 
and organizing dress drives with schools, 
churches or sports teams— and encourages 
students to get involved by stocking 
Cinderella’s Closet Boutique. 

“[Students] have the most current, on-trend, 
stylish dresses that girls love,” Houser said.

Once a student turns 21-years-old, they 
are welcome to come back and volunteer 
as a personal shopper— helping girls find a 

suitable prom dress.
“A number of our volunteers originally 

came to us as high school students shopping 
for their prom dresses at the boutique,” 
Houser said, “and now as adults they are 
eager to come back as a volunteer to ‘pay it 
forward’ and help another girl find the dress 
of her dreams.”

All of the dresses at Fairy Goodmothers 
come at no cost to the girls or their families.

“People are always surprised to learn that 
girls do not 
need to show 
any proof 
of financial 
need to visit 
Cinderella’s 
Closet 
Boutique. 

There is no ‘qualification process.’ Any girl 
that does not have the means to acquire a 
prom dress is welcome to shop with us,” 
Houser said. “[In fact] some of the most 
memorable moments involve girls and moms 
that come to Cinderella’s Closet and don’t 
realize that all of our dresses are free.” 

Though a prom dress may simply be 
a dress only worn once, both Moore and 
Houser agree that the perfect dress has a 
significant impact on the confidence and 
spirit of underprivileged high school girls.

“Every girl wants to play dress up for a 
night and feel like a princess [at her prom],” 
Moore said. “A prom dress gives them 
the ability to feel truly beautiful, and that 
builds their confidence.”

Similarly, Houser is certain of the 
importance of a prom dress on a girl’s pride.

“The mission of Fairy Goodmothers is 
to improve the self-esteem of central Ohio 
high school girls,” Houser said. “Without 
question, the best part of being involved 
in Fairy Goodmothers is seeing girls walk 
out of the boutique with the prom dress of 
their dreams, feeling beautiful, wearing a 
huge smile.”  

bY MOLLY QUINN, ‘15

�nvision the perfect pre-prom 
scenario: a stretch limousine 
arrives at the gathering point 

to pick up lavishly-dressed couples, fresh 
from the throes of camera-greedy parents 
lining them up for endless staged photo 
opportunities. Handbags containing mirrors 
and bright red lipstick are whipped out as 
the last-minute prep comes to an end. Then 
it’s off to prom, a fun-filled night of dancing, 
music, laughter and memories to last a 
lifetime. Sounds just like a fairy tale, from 
beginning to end—picture perfect.

For many, prom is a highly-anticipated 
event. However, a number of teen girls 
in Central Ohio choose not to attend the 
dance because they do not have the means 
to purchase a dress for the occasion. This 
is where Fairy Goodmothers, an annual 
charity with the goal of making everyone’s 
prom a night to remember, waves its wand 
and works its magic. 

“Every girl wants to play 
dress up and feel like a 

princess [at their prom].”

Senior Armonde Moore

A gift for now, magic forever.

���� �u�
With prom coming soon, Fairy 
Goodmothers is always searching for 
more donations—or support of any 
kind—in hopes of reaching their goal 
to gift 1,500 dresses this season. All 
gently used dresses and monetary 
donations are accepted at any of the 
dress donation locations.
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Come visit us at our 
new location.

We’ve 
Moved!

Hair Salon

614 • 841 • 1821

1137 Kenny Centre Mall
Columbus, Ohio 43220

thecachetsalon.com

Dibela Hair & Nails
Call to set up 

an appointment today!

(614)-486-0465
1359 W Lane Ave.
Columbus, OH 43221

on the web: www.dibela.com

DIBELA is a locally owned business that 
opened in 1964. We offer a variety of services 
including hair cuts, perms, styles, color, nails, 
pedicures/manicures, and facial waxing.

BEAR ESSENTIALS: THE UAHS  
SCHOOL STORE

ViSiT US  
for all your 

school needs!

• School 
Supplies

• Outerwear

• Paperback 
Books

• Gym Bags

• Spirit Wear

• Gift Items

O P E N  M O N d a y  t h r u  F r I d a y      7 : 4 5  a . M .  -  3 : 3 0  P . M .      4 8 7 - 5 2 3 7
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bY MADDIE PIERCE, ‘15

a senior hurries out of her home, 
clad only in her bikini as she 
heads for the safety of her car.  

She glances around worriedly, wondering 
who’s on her side and who would be 
happy to take her down. And what’s 
more? She paid money for this. Welcome 
to senior tag.

Organized and played by only seniors, 
this game requires teams of four to target 
members of another team, while no team 
knows who is targeting them. The goal 
is to “tag” the members of the targeted 
team with water guns to eliminate them. 
There’s only one way to be safe: Wear a 
swimsuit at all times. The popular game 
allows seniors to have some fun during 
their last few weeks of high school.

According to the May 3, 2013 
Arlingtonian article “Splash!  You’re out,” 
controversy surrounded UAHS’ 2013 
senior tag game 
over whether 
girls should 
be allowed to 
wear shorts. 
2013 alum 
Davey Strahm, 
who organized 
last year’s 
game, told 
Arlingtonian that allowing girls to wear 
any type of shorts was unfair to all male 
players involved. 

“[In 2012] girls could be in basically 
any type of short, but that just wasn’t 
fair to the guys who had to wear bathing 
suits,” Strahm said in the article. 

Senior Anna Eversole is taking the 
side of many girls this year, deciding that 
wearing swim shorts is OK because some 
girls may be uncomfortable without them.

Senior Mary Knab was quick to agree 
that swim shorts are justified.

“We aren’t forcing the boys to wear 
only speedos,” Knab said.

Dublin Coffman High School senior 
Lindsey Decker, said that at her school, 
the discussion is about whether students 
should be nude.

“I’m not sure if I want to play senior 
tag, because I don’t know if I really want 
to run around Dublin naked, “ Decker 
said. “Being allowed to wear swimsuits 
would for sure make more people here 
want to play the game.”

Senior Sheridan Hendrix, one of the 
organizers of 
senior tag this 
year, said she 
is aware of 
what happened 
during the 
game last year 
and intends 
to stop the 
controversy.

“There was a lot of confusion about 
the rules last year, so this year we’re 
going to try and keep the rules as 

clear as possible so everyone gets a fair 
chance to play.”

Assistant principal Andrew Theado 
said he understands the spirit behind 
senior tag, but he doesn’t want the game 
to interfere with students’ education. 

“Ultimately, I want our students to be 
safe and able to focus on their learning,” 
Theado said. “I do not condone the 
risky behavior that is associated with 
senior tag.”

Knab is adamant that the game should 
continue this year no matter what.

“[Senior tag] is a senior tradition,” 
Knab said. “Everyone comes together to 
have clean, safe fun and I think that it 
needs to continue because it’s a yearly 
event that seniors look forward to.”

Despite caution from administrators, 
Hendrix said senior tag will continue 
this year, hopefully with a large turnout.

“We’re hoping most of the senior 
class will participate... The more people 
that participate, the more fun it is,” 
Hendrix said. “Hopefully we’ll have 
a sizeable number of teams, so it’ll be 
more enjoyable.”

Hendrix thinks that all seniors  
should be involved with tag because it is 
a tradition.

“Only seniors are allowed to 
participate in it and it’s something that a 
lot of our older brothers and sisters have 
done,” she said, “so it’s just something 
enjoyable to wrap up your senior year 
with.” 

Tag! You’re out.
Senior game continues despite last year’s controversy

“We’re hoping that 
most of the senior 

class will participate... the 
more people that participate, 
the more fun it is.”

Senior Sheridan Hendrix
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Importance of Grades
Students and teachers alike have differing viewpoints on the 

importance of grades and their impact on learning. Science teacher 
Curt Bixel views learning as a top priority.

 “A lot of students work to get good grades,” Bixel said. “And by 
working to get good grades, they end up learning, and they end up 
accomplishing what’s most important anyhow.”

However, not all students view grades as a useful motivator 
for learning. Senior Hank Worster believes grades have no 
impact on his learning. Instead, Worster said that learning 
information that he thinks is important and interesting 
motivates him to do well in school.

Grades are not only potentially useful in high school; they can 
also be important for students’ future aspirations, such as college.

“On one end, [grades] don’t matter at all,” Bixel said. “But if your 
plans are [to go to a good] college, ...then you need good grades.”

For those who feel that grades are important, maintaining good 
grades seems like a necessary step to success. 

Duarte said the best way for students to raise grades is to take 
initiative for their learning. 

“Be proactive rather than reactionary,” he said. 

apathy Towards Grades
Although many believe that effort is more important than 

simply getting good grades, not all students are trying their best. 
Sophomore Gabriella Angelis said teacher disinterest can cause 
student apathy.

“I think some teachers try really hard to reach out to students 
who aren’t trying,” Angelis said, “but other teachers don’t really care 
about their students who aren’t doing well in their classes.”

On the other hand, freshman Zoey Merchant said apathetic 
students shouldn’t rely solely on teachers to take initiative.

“There should be more communication between students and 
teachers,” Merchant said. “But more importantly, students need to 
be proactive and ask the teacher themselves.” 

Regardless of the cause of this apathy, the resulting low grades 
can be a problem. Wu said students should care about their grades 
because poor grades can have a long-lasting negative impact on 
their futures. 

“If not caring about your grades means that you don’t care about 
school too, you’d better have either a set-in-stone life plan or shape 
up,” she said. “Many long-term goals cannot be accomplished 
without a proper education.”

Not everyone agrees with Wu’s claim that grades are crucial to 
success. For students who aren’t concerned about grades, Worster 
recommends a more laid-back approach to schoolwork: “Care 
enough to pass your classes and try to get above a 3.0. Otherwise, 
just keep on keeping on,” Worster said.

The differing opinions of grades suggest that beginning an open 
discussion about grades might be a worthwhile goal. If students 
and teachers make time for an ongoing dialogue about grades and 
learning, they may find greater success in high school and beyond.

Wu closes out of the PowerSchool tab and reaches for her book 
bag. While she is still worried about her report card, she realizes 
that grades aren’t the most important part of her education, and she 
is determined to stay focused on her main goal: learning.  

bY bECINA GANTHER, ‘16

Senior Kathy Wu sits in front of her computer screen, waiting 
for the browser to open. Once her home page loads, she clicks 
on the link to the most visited site: PowerSchool.

Wu checks her grades every day, although recently she has been 
trying to decrease her PowerSchool usage.

“I used to be more picky about my grades when I was as an 
underclassman,” Wu said. “Now they matter less to me as long as I 
am learning.” 

Although her new outlook on grades values learning over 
striving for perfect test scores, she admitted that not everyone 
agrees with her, and that grades can still be a stressful subject.

“There is a lot of pressure to get good grades from teachers, 
colleges, parents and myself,”  Wu said.

While Wu finds grades to be a source of stress, Spanish teacher 
Richard Duarte has noticed misconceptions concerning grades 
from both teachers and students.

“From a teacher’s perspective, we assume that [students] 
have an idea of what grades mean,” Duarte said. “Then 
students look at [teachers] and say, ‘OK, I think I know what 
you think it means.’”

The current grading system has various flaws that are not often 
discussed. Language arts teacher Nancy Volksen said the positives 
of grades ultimately outweigh the negatives. 

“Grades are a necessary evil, [though they] can get in the way of 
learning,” Volksen said.

One of the main problems is the level of stress that grades cause 
for students. Math teacher Mike Hunt said that worrying about 
grades comes from an overemphasis on receiving that perfect A. 

“It’s unfortunate that such a high importance is placed on grades,” 
Hunt said. “This can lead a lot of students to a lot of stress.”

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION bY SASHA DUbSON

Junior Madison Piccinich checks her grades on PowerSchool. While grades are 
important, teachers believe learning should be the top priority.

The Perfect a

Students, teachers discuss how grades 
impact the educational experience

M a r c h  2 7 ,  2 0 1 46

Supplement



bY ELLISE SHAFER, ‘17

Freshman Brooke Scheinberg pre-
pares to start her homework after 
a long day of school. With the end 

of the quarter nearing, her workload has 
increased, making the knowledge of her 
grades much more important. As part of 
her usual routine, she logs onto Power-
School and begins to scroll down to reveal 
each course’s grade. Has the math test been 
graded yet? she wonders. How did my FLC 
essay affect my grade? However, as Schein-
berg finishes scrolling, it is apparent that 
no new grades have been entered into the 
system. Sighing, she closes the tab and 
returns to her studies. 

PowerSchool can be useful to 
students, but it can also be a source 
of frustration. Scheinberg said this is 
especially true when assignment grades, 
particularly those of large projects, are 
not posted in a timely fashion.

“It gets really frustrating because they 
give us three days to study for a test, but 
then we have to wait a month for it to be 
graded,” Scheinberg said. 

History teacher Joe Endres said 
that grading is not easy for teachers. 
However, Scheinberg knows firsthand 
that there comes a point when students’ 
annoyance turns into frustration. 
According to Scheinberg, this usually 
occurs at the end of a quarter or 
semester, under the circumstances that a 
large project or paper has still not been 
entered into PowerSchool. 

“[When grades aren’t entered] I 
think it sort of hinders my education 
because I don’t know if I need to get my 
grade up or if I need to seek extra credit 
opportunities,” Scheinberg said.  

According to Principal Ryan McClure, 
there is no official grading policy 
currently being enforced. 

“There is not anything official that’s 
there, it’s just an understanding that it 
should take a reasonable amount of time 
to get assignments graded and then 
entered into the system,” McClure said.

Like Scheinberg, senior Givi Garcia 

has become increasingly irritated with 
teacher’s grading routines. 

 “I’ve only had one or two teachers 
this year that put in grades one or two 
days later and it’s actually extremely 
frustrating,” Garcia said. 

However, when presented with 
this information, Endres claims that 
teachers do the best they can with the 
time they have.

 “For teachers, grading is an endless 
activity. It’s something 
that never gets done,” 
Endres said. “It’s like 
laundry: as soon 
as you complete it, 
there’s another day’s 
worth of dirty clothes 
that begin to fill up 
the hamper.”

Endres said that 
students should 
also take into 
consideration the 
countless other 
responsibilities 
that teachers have. 
History teacher 
and cheerleading 
coach Christine 
Hayes understands 
the challenge of 
balancing teaching 
with her other 
responsibilities.

 “I think it is that 
we are overwhelmed 
with lesson planning, 
entering items onto 
Moodle or Edline, IEP 
conferences, coaching 
responsibilities, weekly meetings every 
Thursday, and one-on-one work with 
students, not to mention the fact that 
teachers have children and spouses that 
also deserve some attention,” Hayes said. 
”Very little time is built into our day to 
get papers graded.”

Although grades not being entered 
in PowerSchool in a timely fashion has 
proven aggravating for students like 

Garcia and Scheinberg, according to 
Endres, it could be possible that not 
enough credit is given to teachers for 
all they do.

“What students witness teachers 
doing in the classroom is only the very 
tip of the iceberg,” Endres said.  

If it becomes necessary for a 
student to see a grade, junior Audrey 
Pottschmidt said that student initiative 
may help to dispel concerns. 

“I remember one 
of my teachers would 
give us our grades at 
the end of the quarter 
or even after that 
quarter’s grades had 
been sent in, which 
made it hard to do 
well,” Pottschmidt said. 
“I still did okay in the 
class and learned a 
lot, but that’s because 
I took the initiative to 
meet with my teacher 
during study hall and 
sometimes before 
school.”

However, if talking 
to a teacher does 
not work, French 
teacher Traci Erickson 
said it is important 
for students to 
remember that 
teachers are aware of 
this problem, and are 
doing their best to 
find a solution. 

“Oftentimes, I wish 
I could get quizzes 

and assessments graded, entered into 
PowerSchool and returned to students 
faster than I do,” Erickson said. 

According to Erickson, teachers 
understand that this frustrates students.

“I think teachers should grade and 
post work as quickly as they can,” Erickson 
said. “Waiting until the end of the quarter 
prevents students from being able to 
keep track of their progress.” 

Students express their frustration with teachers regarding timeliness of grades

Ua Gradesheet
Students share their 
experiences with PowerSchool

Do you wish teachers would be faster  
with entering grades on PowerSchool?

How often do you check PowerSchool?

80% 
yES

18% 
I DON’T CARE

SOURCE: VOLUNTARY  
ArliNgtoNiAN SURVEY OF 204 STUDENTS

50% 
EVERyDAy42% 

ONCE A WEEK

5% 
ONCE A 

MONTH

3% 
NEVER

2% 
NO
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*DENOTES SOURCE wHO REQUESTED ANONYMITY

recent interactions with the UAPD leave some questioning 
the role of police officers in a suburban community
bY JENNY JIAO, ‘16 AND JOE LEVITT, ‘16

It’s Friday night. Junior Sarah* and a 
few of her friends move the tables and 
chairs around her house, preparing to 

have peers over. Beer cases are brought in 
as people fill the rooms. The mood is calm, 
with little worries. 

Sarah is careful to keep the music low 
and tells people to park down the street, 
hoping to keep the party discreet. However, 
as the night wears on, more and more people 
swarm in and cups and cans are left scat-
tered around the house. The music gets a 
bit louder and the guests a bit rowdier. The 
rooms become packed with people, some 
that Sarah doesn’t even know. 

Suddenly, three police officers barge 
in the front door, scattering the masses of 
people. Panicking, Sarah runs out the back 
door with everyone else, jumping into cars 
or over fences. 

After some time has passed, Sarah realizes 

her situation. The party was at her house; 
she can’t say she didn’t know or was unaware 
of the event. Understanding her options are 
limited, she makes her way back home.

Her peaceful approach was ignored as 
she was handcuffed by police officers. 

“They were using profanity [all while] 
saying ‘this is a waste of my time’ and ‘I 
have better things to do’ and calling me 
stupid,” Sarah said. 

Though she was attempting to cooperate 
and take responsibility, the officers allegedly 
did not accept her efforts or adopt a more 
cordial tone.

“I was agreeing, ‘It’s a waste of your 
time, sorry. This was unnecessary, and it got 
out of hand, and it wasn’t something that 
I planned,’” Sarah said. “They wouldn’t let 
me get in two words.” 

Sarah was not surprised the police came, 
as there were many students in one house 
drinking. The most surprising thing for 
Sarah, however, was the lack of respect she 
received despite her clear intent of coop-
eration. Alleged displays of disrespect like 

bY MAEVE O’bRIEN, ‘16

Teenagers whirl around Upper Arlington in their cars, 
celebrating the freedom that comes with earning a 

driver’s license. However, as of recently, some students have 
had frequent encounters with the police at parties, within the 
schools and primarily, on the roads. 

Although police patrol the streets to secure a sense of safety 
over the community, some teenagers claim that their presence 
on the roads generally arrives with a feeling of paranoia. 

Sophomore Christian Weaver acquired his license last 
summer. He has since encountered the police while driving. 

“Whenever I see a cop I’m like, ‘Shoot, what’s he going to do? 
Pull me over for going one mile over the speed limit?’”  he said. 

Naturally, new drivers are protective of their licenses. Officer 

Street Smarts Jon Rice, Upper Arlington’s newly appointed student resource 
officer, said teenagers don’t need to worry excessively.  

“The percentage of teenagers who get stopped is generally 
pretty low; I would say less than 10 percent,” he said. 

Within the past few months, students have been 
penalized for speeding or damaging other cars. As stories 
of these accounts spread, paranoia has elevated. These 
interactions involving traffic violations have increased the 
student body’s weariness of the police’s power on the roads. 

Sophomore Zane Laws recently received his license. 
“They’ll start following you and pull you over for anything 

you do, and that’s where I start to feel threatened,” he said.
Despite the  perceptions of both police and teenagers, 

sometimes their relationship is benevolent. 
“[Teenagers] are very respectful….” Officer Rice said. “I 

usually try to calm them down...because they’re scared; 
they’ve never been stopped before.”  

this lead students to antagonize instead of 
respect officers, and to feel paranoid instead 
of protected. 

One common misconception is that 
police officers are constantly looking to bust 
parties. Officers receive criticism for doing 
their jobs even if they are doing the right 
thing and that is no different here in Upper 
Arlington. 

Jon Rice, Upper Arlington’s School 
Resource Officer, has been working for 
the Upper Arlington Division of Police for 
eight years as a patrol officer. He said he is 
well acquainted to the types of crime in the 
community.

“We don’t care if kids have fun; we really 
don’t,” Rice said. “We generally don’t go 
driving around looking for parties.”

However, officers will show up to a party 
once they are called, often by neighbors. 

“When we get called to a party, it’s 
because a neighbor has said, ‘Hey there’s 40 

OR

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION bY KOTA ASHTON
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cars on the road, and this is illegally parked, 
and we think this kid’s having a party,’” 
Rice said.

The police must address situations like 
this where underage drinking is prevalent. 
However, the biggest controversy is over the 
lack of respect, given from both teenagers 
and police officers.

Some students harbor negative feelings 
towards police after interactions where they 
believe the officers were disrespectful. Se-
nior Halle Trabue was at the Jones Middle 
School stadium with friends when police 
officers allegedly approached them, yelling 
and threatening to arrest them.

 “[The police] told us that they were go-
ing to arrest us and punish us for trespass-
ing even though it wasn’t [curfew] yet,” 
Trabue said. 

The police did not detain them; they left 
with a warning.

 “We were just trying to go along with 
it and saying that we’re sorry and we’ll go 
home now,” Trabue said. “It was very scary.”

Trabue described one 
of her friend’s encounters 
with the police a few 
weeks ago. They were at 
a party with underage 
drinking when police 
officers walked in. 

“One of the police 
officers called one of my friends [who was 
not drinking] a b**** and they lost one of 
my friend’s license when they were trying to 
check all of them,” she said. 

Trabue understands the officers’ duty 
to arrest those who break the law, but she 
said she does not see the need for explicit 
language, especially when she did not say 
anything disrespectful. 

“Police officers scare me, so I try to be 
as nice as possible,” Trabue said. “I think 
they could’ve handled it more professionally 
than lashing out at the kids. If they want 
the kids to respect them, then they should 
be able to respect us.”

Police Perspective
Officer Rice said situations with teenag-

ers are no different than those with adults. 
He advocates for treating teenagers not as 
bad kids, but rather normal people who just 
make mistakes.

“You don’t have to be harder on them, 
you don’t have to lecture them relentlessly, 
because they get it and you just hope they 
make better choices,” Rice said. “If you just 
talk to them like a human being, that’s the 
best way to do it.”

However, he mentions that if a problem 
or situation gets heated, police want to keep 
everything in check. 

“If someone is being cooperative with 
you, then there’s no reason to escalate [the 
situation] at all,” Rice said. “[But if ] you 
start yelling at me [then] I’m going to start 
bringing my [voice] up a little too.”

Rice also states that the difference in 
views or misunderstanding of situations 
causes cloudy relations between teens and 

police. Students 
often expect govern-
ment figures like 
police to always do 
the right thing and 
say the right things, 
but Rice urges them 
to remember of-

ficers make mistakes too. 
“Everybody’s human, everybody has a 

different breaking point or an anger level, 
but the bottom line is we are all human,” 
Rice said. “We try not to use profane lan-
guage, and generally we don’t.”

Rice explains that one disrespectful 
action by an officer can tarnish the entire 
profession’s image. 

Some officers may abuse or mishandle 
their power, and it makes them 
unapproachable, which is not their 
initial intent, Rice sad.  

“I know some individuals who are in 
their uniform and puff up their chest and 
become something they’re not,” he said.

community
According to Rice, a police officer’s job 

is to protect all citizens. In a city where 
the crime rate is less than one-third than 
that of the state of Ohio and the U.S. 
according to USA.com, police officers 
take on more neighborhood roles, like 
DARE officers, school resource officers 

and patrol officers in local areas like 
Market District.

“[Policing in UA] is definitely different in 
the style that you have to police,” Rice said. 
“We are more community policing-based.”

Community policing establishes of-
ficers as authoritative figures with whom 
citizens can interact with and can reach 
out for assistance. Despite this approach, 
students such as junior Meredith Grilliot 
do not feel UA’s police force is accessible 
in that manner. 

“[Students] are very scared of police and 
they are a figure that students should feel 
comfortable going to and reaching out for 
help,” Grilliot said. “But [students] don’t 
feel that way.”

Statistics support Grilliot’s statement, 
showing that over half of the student popula-
tion does not feel safe around police [see See-
ing the Badge]. It was not specified whether 
the person would be doing anything illegal 
when seeing the officer. 

It is evident that police officers, whether 
or not they have been excessively disrespect-
ful, have not fulfilled the role as a reassuring 
figure in our community. 

Sarah and Trabue understand officers’ 
duties as authorities, but hope officers 
would treat teenagers with more deference 
and take into consideration when their 
behavior is cooperative. 

“It’s hard to respect a figure that’s willing 
to verbally assault 17-18-year-olds rather 
than an officer who is more respectful,” 
Trabue said.  

Seeing the badge
Survey reveals students’ reactions 
when a police officer appears

20% 
FEEL SCARED

51% 
FEEL NERVOUS

12% 
FEEL NOTHING

17% 
FEEL SAFE

SOURCE:  
VOLUNTARY MARCH 5 ArliNgtoNiAN SURVEY OF 168 STUDENTS

“If they want the kids to 
respect them, then they 

should be able to respect us.”

Senior Halle Trabue

Ua Police Dept. 
Mission Statement
“In the spirit of partnership and service 
to the community, the Upper Arlington 
Police Division shall maintain Integrity, 
Dedication, Professionalism and 
Courtesy while working to protect the 
constitutional rights and freedoms for all.”
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W           hen the Dublin Coffman girls 
basketball team found out that 
they’d be playing Upper Arling-

ton in the regional semifinal of the state 
tournament, their response wasn’t positive. 
Junior basketball player Nicole Smiley said 
when the team found out their tournament 
matchup, her teammate captured the feel-
ing of the whole team when she said,  “I’ve 
never hated a school more than I hate UA.”

Such sentiments are typical for students 
at neighboring high schools, UAHS senior 
Chase Greenlee said. 

“[Other students think of ] the 
stereotypes that we all drive nice cars, dress 
preppy, that we all have nice clothes and 
[live in] the UA bubble,” Greenlee said. 

But in a survey of 90 central Ohio 
high school students, only 17 percent 
said they feel negatively towards UAHS 
and its students, and over 70 percent said 
that negative stereotypes of UAHS and 
its students were only either “somewhat 
prevalent” or “not prevalent at all.” 

Although these statistics show other 
high schools see UAHS students in a more 
positive light than many may expect, the 
stereotypes Greenlee stated are present in 
many communities. Of those who chose 
to list stereotypes at their school of UAHS 
students on the survey, more than 70 
percent described students as spoiled or 
rich, and more than half described students 
as arrogant, snobby or pretentious.  

While other Columbus high schools may 

not harbor negative feelings toward UAHS 
students, the stereotypes of UA students as 
snobby, spoiled kids from a wealthy suburb 
still carry weight. These negative stereotypes 
originate largely from the different wealth 
demographics of suburbs in the past, and are 
perpetuated by both the actions of members 
of the community and by sports rivalries 
with other schools. 

historic Wealth
It is not new for UAHS students to be 

labeled as rich and pretentious. The label 
of “wealthy snobs” has been attached to 
Arlington students for decades and originated 
largely from the historic distribution of wealth 
among Columbus suburbs. 

In 1969, Upper Arlington’s median 
household income was $17,971, about 
25 percent more than Bexley’s median 
household income of $14,390 and about 
62 percent more than Hilliard’s median 
family income of $11,036. Dublin and 
New Albany were too small for economic 
statistics to be measured in 1969, with 
populations of less than 2,500.

Math teacher Daniel Rohrs, who 
graduated from Upper Arlington in 1979, 
described how the distribution of wealth 
between suburbs has changed since he was 
in high school.

“When I was in school . . . most of 
the schools in this area were smaller, [less 
affluent] schools,” Rohrs said. “But now 
when you go to them, there’s lots of money.” 

Since 1969, the suburbs surrounding 
Upper Arlington have developed significantly 

and become more wealthy. However, the 
memory of the small and less wealthy 
suburbs surrounding UA overshadows the 
present reality: Today, UA is not even close 
to the richest suburb in the city. 

According to 2011 economic data 
provided by city-data.com, Upper Arlington 
has a median household income of $90,976.  
This is similar to suburbs such as Bexley, with 
a median income of $89,820, and Hilliard, 
with a median income of $79,448, two 
suburbs Arlington was far wealthier than in 
1969. Furthermore, New Albany and Dublin, 
towns too small to even be recorded in 1969, 
have surpassed UA in terms of income; New 
Albany has a median household income 
of $161,936 and Dublin has a median 
household income of $106,529.

But the idea of Arlington as the wealthiest 
community based on historic money persists. 
Smiley, though technically in a more affluent 
community, said she and her peers perceive 
UA and its residents as members of a 
community with a lot of “old money” where 
students are born into “rich homes.”

Smiley said this idea, brought about by 
the different wealth distribution of Columbus 
suburbs in the past, prompts her classmates to 
stereotype UAHS as “snobby and mean.”

Perpetuation
Although the idea of Upper Arlington as 

a community of rich snobs originated from 
the historic wealth distribution of suburbs, 
it is often perpetuated by UA students who, 
fueled by community pride, make comments 
that encourage negative stereotypes.

“I specifically remember being in high 
school and after I first started teaching here 
then, there were different sporting events 
I went to where the student section from 

 
The Prevalence of  
Negative Stereotypes
Survey results show students of 
neighboring high schools responses 
to the question, “How prevalent are 
negative stereotypes towards UAHS and 
its students at your high school?”

SOURCE: VOLUNTARY ARLINGTONIAN SURVEY OF 90 CENTRAL OHIO 
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS  (NOT INCLUDING UAHS STUDENTS)

• Read all the survey responses online at 
http://tinyurl.com/uastereotypes
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Stereotypes reveal prejudices that go back decades

Senior taylor Neely poses as a “typical” UA student. Students at neighboring high schools stereotype UA students as 
snobby, rich, arrogant and pretentious.

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION bY KOTA ASHTON

The Ua 
Stigma



high schools and the players on their team. 
UAHS football and strength coach Brian 

Coleman said most students don’t hold 
grudges, but he often sees negativity from 
other high schools’ students. 

“I can definitely feel that a lot of other 
schools take a lot of pride in beating us,” 
Coleman said. “For basketball games you see 
a lot of schools, they dress in a preppy way 
to kind of mimic Upper Arlington. I think 
sometimes those things hit below the belt; 
they’re not completely accurate and fair.” 

Coleman believes many of these 
stereotypes are perpetuated by jealousy 
other students have of Upper Arlington.

Greenlee said he has experienced the 
negative effects of UA’s football rivalries as 
he has met students from other schools. 

“When I come in contact with people 
from other districts that do play football, 
they have that same stereotyped mentality,” 
Greenlee said. “They obviously have that 
grudge against us.” 

Coleman believes that the best 
opportunity to see how much sports and 
rivalries have perpetuated negative stereotypes 
of UA students is at a basketball game. This 
is because basketball games put students of 
opposing high schools in close proximity to 
one another, compared to  sporting events like 
a football game, where an entire field might 
separate the two teams and their fans. 

“When it’s right there in your face, it 
becomes really clear what they really do 
think of us,” Coleman said.

Stopping  
the Stereotype

Although the level of negativity towards 
Upper Arlington from other Central Ohio 
high schools is relatively low, negative 
stereotypes brought on by historic economic 
conditions persist. These stereotypes are often 
sustained by the actions of Arlington students, 
whether it be their words in encounters with 
students of other high schools or by their 
conduct and participation in athletics. 

Rohrs believes, however, that if students 
are more careful with how they speak and 
act, the stereotype of spoiled arrogance 
would begin to diminish. 

“I think that if we would make a 
conscious effort to not perpetuate that 
stereotype it would fade a little bit more, or 
fade quite a bit more,” Rohrs said.  

 

42% 
Somewhat 
Prevalent

30% 
Not Prevalent 

at All

17% 
Prevalent

11% 
Very 

Prevalent

bY SAM RICE, ‘15

Stylin’ in Ua

Upper Arlington tends to be 
defined by the “preppy” 

precedent, although other schools 
have similar fashion trends.  Hilliard 
Davidson sophomore Tyler Lomphoy 
spoke on how he sees UA’s style.

“People I know from Upper 
Arlington dress preppy... UA dresses 
classy,” Lomphoy said.

Mariemont (Cincinnati) senior Ariel 
Harvat, whose school competes in 
sports with UAHS, stated her opinion 
that her school’s fashion is similar to 
the students at UAHS. 

“[At] Mariemont… guys either dress 
very preppy with khakis or colored 
pants and shirts tucked in. Usually with 
Sperrys or Polo shoes… Or laid back 
with sweats and a T-shirt…” Harvat 
said. “Girls are also very preppy with 
jeans and riding or bean boots. Some 
UGGs [are worn] but they have gone 
out of style in more recent years.” 

Mariemont seems to be following 
the same trends as Upper Arlington 
as these clothing choices are very 
common at UAHS as well. However, 
UA isn’t the only school that has the 
characteristics it has been known for.

However, the “preppy” look doesn’t 
seem to be only Arlington’s signature. 
Dublin Coffman freshman Maddie 
Kelly wasn’t aware that UAHS is 
stereotyped as preppy. She stated that 
Dublin’s fashion is similar to UAHS.

Lomphoy also said that Upper 
Arlington’s style is similar to his 
school’s. He said that Davidson wore 
both well put together clothing as 
well as more casual, laid back styles. 

Upper Arlington’s clothing doesn’t 
seem to be as personal as common 
belief holds. Distinctions have 
been made between the financial 
situations of UA and other school 
districts or suburbs, which have been 
connected to the fashion of UAHS. 
yet other school districts seem to be 
wearing the same things. If everyone 
around Upper Arlington wears similar 
clothes, then UA isn’t necessarily 
dressed up.  

Arlington would chant, ‘You’re gonna work 
for us one day,’” Rohrs said. “Those kinds 
of comments don’t go over well.” 

Even seemingly insignificant encounters 
between UA students and students from 
other high schools can reaffirm negative 
stereotypes. Smiley described a time last year 
when she was at UAHS for a basketball game 
and stopped to look at the natatorium. 

“This girl came up to me and said, ‘You 
need to get out of here... you probably 
shouldn’t be here since we beat your swim 
team,’” Smiley said.

This encounter, along with others, has 
contributed to Smiley’s negative feelings  
towards UA.

“They think they’re better than us,” she said. 
Comments and encounters like these 

give negative stereotypes that originated 
decades ago the fuel to continue.

The Role of Rivalry
Athletics and the rivalries that come with 

them also help to keep negative stereotypes 
of Upper Arlington alive. Survey results show 
that Arlington’s rival high schools, Dublin 
Coffman and Hilliard Davidson, feel about 
18 percent more negative towards UAHS 
and its students than other central Ohio high 
schools. Furthermore, students from UA’s 
rival high schools also report that negative 
stereotypes of UAHS and its students are 14 
percent more prevalent than at other central 
Ohio high schools.

According to Greenlee, a fullback and 
line backer on UA’s football team, the 
week leading up to a game with a rival 
like Hilliard Davidson is intense, with 
up-tempo practices and plenty of team 
activities. This intensity and desire to win 
is easily translated to animosity for the rival 
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UAHS LeArning 
Center
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“Google      can bring you back

100,000 answers.
A libRaRian 
   can bring you back

the rigHt one.”
—AUTHOR NEIL GAIMAN

TRemOnT 
PHaRmacy

Your complete family pharmacy

2144 Tremont center
488-2625
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Students’ unique 
skills spotlighted 
in the upcoming 
talent Show

 The band Folks is made up of juniors Theo Randolph, Matthew 
Blossom and Matthew Colachis. The band became official last year.

“We’ve had tons of support from our peers, and lots of UA students 
have offered us other opportunities to perform,” Randolph said. “We all 
feel that we’re incredibly fortunate to live in a community which is so 
supportive of our music.” 

 The band Endless Extent consists of four freshmen: Lexi 
Murray, lead singer and pianist, Nate Hervey, who plays bass 
and performs back-up vocals, Eric Warner, who attends  Bishop 
Watterson and plays lead guitar and Emmanuel Avgerinos, who 
plays the drums. The group recently performed in the Battle 
of the Bands at Bishop Watterson High School and plan on 
participating in the UAHS Talent Show. 

“It’s crazy, the support we got from people in our school,” 
Harvey said.  

 Senior Viktor Lillard is a solo artist and member of the 
band Water Towers. He recently performed in the central Ohio 
Battle of the Bands and performed in the talent show last year. 
Lillard hopes his music career will take off and the first step is 
to gain support from his peers. 

“They have absolutely helped get the word out, especially 
Kickin’ It; that was a big part,” Lillard said.

 Juggling, walking on stilts, and unicycling, with some aerials on 
the side, are all typical talents for sophomore Yena Zerkel.  Her love 
for performing started at a young age, when she learned to juggle at a 
summer camp.  Since then, she has continued to develop these talents.

“Every year I go to a circus camp in Vermont. I am part of a 
14-person group that goes around to different places in New England 
called a road show,” Zerkel said. 

 bY SARI ROYER, ‘16 

COURTESY VIKTOR LILLARD
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COURTESY YENA zERKEL

COURTESY ENDLESS ExTENT
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Eventually school gets exhausting, 
and seeing beyond the view of its 
windows seems like a dream. We 

all start to look forward to what 
we’ve been deprived of—anything 
outside the pale lime bricks. Spring 
break results in many families leaving 
the suburbs for the shining Florida 
sun or living out their Jeep-filled 
dreams in Arizona’s dusty canyons. 
Both these places are contrasting to 
the Ohio lifestyle, and for a reason. 
People need something outside the 
suburb closing in on them. 

However, when vacation isn’t an 
option, entertainment other than 
Upper Arlington’s trivialities is 
needed. Several students, including 
my friends and me, have drawn many 
blanks late at night, half-heartedly biding 
our time in the upstairs dining area of 
Giant Eagle Market District. What does 
that say about a city whose teenagers are 
spending Saturday nights in a grocery 
store? The idea has been brought up to 
fill a box with cards containing activities/
places to go; drawing one whenever we 
get stuck. But when you live in Upper 
Arlington, what do you write?

A salvation from the polished sidewalks 
of our suburb is the campus area. hIGh 
STREET contains many businesses to 
shake you out of a jaded state of mind, 
like ThE NEWPoRT which hosts many 
concerts for the alternative music scene. 
Further down the street, glowing arches 
welcome you into the ShoRT NoRTh. 
They illuminate the way into a nook full 
of coffee shops and record stores and let 

you know that this place is separate from 
campus. A lot of entertainment can be 
found for teenagers here as long as they’re 

careful about 
what they’re 
doing and where 
they go. For the 
artistic types, 
this is your 
place. 

On the first 
Saturday of each 
month, local 
businesses and 
organizations 
crowd High 
Street in the 
Short North for 
GaLLERY hoP. 

Booths are set up to give away free prizes 
and advertise. Many of the regular shops 
lining the street stay open late for this 
event. Art galleries and street bands are 
also a common appearance. If you want 
to see a different side of Columbus other 
than Upper Arlington, Gallery Hop is  
a must.

• • •
What does every teenager care about 

the most besides the internet and their 
social status? Food. No matter who you 
are, you probably have a favorite dish 
or culture of food you would die to eat. 
With the lack of activities in our domed-
over suburbia, going out to dinner 
happens frequently. Some good nearby 
establishments include:

STaUF’S: Located on Grandview 
Avenue just beyond 5th, Stauf ’s is a lively 

cafe serving a variety of meals in addition 
to their amazing coffee and tea. The 
food is served in large portions, carefully 
created and incredibly flavorful. The 
atmosphere is buzzing on caffeine and 
creative minds on laptops. A community 
bulletin board hangs on the wall for 
customers to hang up what’s important 
to them. The first half of the building is a 
store to buy their merchandise: T-shirts, 
mugs and their own ground coffee and 
tea to make at home.

PaNINI oPa: This is an amazingly 
authentic and atmospheric Greek 
restaurant on Sawmill. Both outside and 
inside, the decoration and landscaping 
is crafted to appear as a Greek tavern—
wooden archways covered with ivy to 
nest the outside tables, with lamps 
hanging from the ceiling shielded by 
glass bowls. The cozy interior sets the 
mood for a relaxed meal. This place is 
ideal for a date or a pre/post dinner to a 
big event.

• • •
When looking for something to do, 

remember this—most everything is 
better shared with friends. And among 
anything, conversations can arise that 
are more entertaining than what you 
set out to do that day. Plan to do things 
that are out the norm; things you 
wouldn’t think of to do everyday. But 
also keep the classics a recurring part of 
your life, whether it’s playing basketball 
with your friends or destroying them in 
video games. Don’t try to make things 
complicated. Good things are better with 
good people.  

bursting the bubble

bY SAM RICE, ‘15

Columnist offers insight into entertainment options in and around UA

PHOTO bY SAM RICE

HiGH STReeT / SHORT nORTH

STauf’S cOffee ROaSTeRS

Panini OPa

COURTESY COLUMbUS UNDERGROUND 

PUbLIC DOMAIN / wIKIPEDIA

M a r c h  2 7 ,  2 0 1 41 4

Op/Ed



It’s Monday morning, the worst day 
of the week. As you make your way 

through the school entrance, you see 
those new pair of shoes, 
or a new phone or a 
new “popular” item that 
everyone has. A voice 
inside your head says, 
“Man, that’s cool.”  You hear 
about a party or concert 
that happened over 
the weekend and how 
awesome it was. “wish I 
could have been there.”

The term “cool” is part 
of our daily vocabulary, 
though it has changed 
over the years and has 
a wide range of meanings and uses. It 
used to be a way to tag people as calm, 
confident individuals, while the word 
now coins people and things as popular.  
There is a natural want that people 
have: to be accepted. The pressure to be 
accepted can be seen in many facets of 

life. Society is the ever constant supplier 
of this pressure to be something we’re 
not. The label “cool” is a goal for which 

people strive—but for 
what? Cool is whatever 
you want it to be.

According to the March 
17, 1997 New Yorker article 
“The Coolhunt,” there is a 
theory of cool, which is 
“a real but unknowable 
property.” It is also compared 
to “good” because it can 
only be sought after, not 
fully achieved. The article 
outlines three characteristics 
that define cool: 

• The act of discovering 
what’s cool is what causes cool to 
move on;

• Cool cannot be manufactured,  
only observed;

• Cool can only be observed by those 
who are themselves cool.

Who defines cool? You decide.

bY JOE LEVITT, ‘16

The world is full of people who 
resemble you and like the same things 
as you. For example, music brings 
people together, that memorable 
beat or amazing solo. Sports, books, 
collecting, gaming: It’s your own type 
of cool. 

High school is a time when people 
figure out themselves and what they 
like to do. However, these four years 
do not decide your future or the kind 
of person you will be later in your life. 
This is just a stepping stone, though it 
can be a bit slippery. It’s important to 
balance enjoying life to the fullest while 
being yourself. 

The dictionary may have a definition 
of cool, but it can’t define my cool, or 
yours, or anyone else’s. Society can’t 
define it either. It can’t touch your 
coolness. So the next time you walk into 
school, just be yourself. The shoes you 
wear and the car you drive make no 
difference unless they are cool to you. 

Like my dad once said, “The coolest 
people during and after high school are 
the ones who are themselves.”   

STAFF EDITORIAL CARTOON

What did you  
get on that test?

I don’t know.  
You’d think it wouldn’t 

take two weeks to 
grade a scantron.

4th Quarter Begins ...

Long delays in entering grades 
defeats purpose of PowerSchool
STAFF EDITORIAL

You await anxiously at your computer, refreshing 
PowerSchool for the third time that day. Several of 
your classes have large spans of time with no grades yet 

entered, though some of the assignments were turned in weeks 
ago. With little guidance in how your quarter grade may appear, 
you are stressed.

This aggravating process is not uncommon for students. 
Some teachers delay entering students’ grades until the mid-
quarter Interim Progress Reports or the end of the quarter, giving 
students sporadic feedback throughout the grading period and 

leaving them uncertain about their quarter grades. Without a 
concrete policy as to how or when teachers enter grades, they lack 
consistency. Some teachers update students’ grades daily; others 
enter grades only twice a quarter. 

It is understandable that certain assignments aren’t graded 
and put on Powerschool immediately. Written assignments, such 
as free responses or essays, are not expected to be graded the 
following day. Teachers must find balance in their personal and 
professional lives, so some latitude concerning timeliness of the 
grading of assignments is understandable. 

However, students lead hectic lives as well; they must also 
find a balance between their academic work, extracurricular 
activities and their personal lives. They should have the comfort 
of knowing that when they check their grade, it will accurately 
reflect whether or not they are succeeding in the class.

By instituting a policy on grading timeliness, the school board 
has the ability to rectify this problem. Such a policy could be 
differentiated for different types of assignments: For example, 
multiple choice tests, particularly scantrons, should be posted on 
PowerSchool within three school days. Short answer assignments 
should be assessed and entered within eight school days. Essays 
and larger assignments should be entered within 10 school days. 
Such a policy would insure students receive timely feedback on 
their progress in their classes. 

The school board could tweak the guidelines set out above; 
however, some set of parameters for assessing and providing 
feedback on students’ work needs to be established. Doing so will 
provide students timely feedback on their educational progress.  
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carriage Place  
Shopping center

2540 bethel Rd.

www.mamalidos.com

(614) 629-9700

ARLINGTON STUDENTS  get 10% oFF WITH STUDENT ID.
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$25 - $50 Off
any Tuxedo in Stock

Guaranteed best Price  
or we will beat any price on like styles.

From the basic tux to designer labels,  
we have it for you at the best price.

PluS—
Get a free Pizza!

*DEPENDING ON STYLE


