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Arlingtonian is a student-produced 
newsmagazine published approximately every four 
weeks by the Journalism III-A students at Upper 
Arlington High School. The publication has been 
established as a public forum for student expression 
and for the discussion of issues of concern to its 
audience. It will not be reviewed or restrained by 
school officials prior to publication or distribution.

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student 
expression, the editorial board, which consists of 
the staff’s editors, will determine the content of the 
newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore, 
material may not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
policies of Upper Arlington school officials. 

The views stated in editorials represent that 
of a majority of the editorial board. No single 
member of the editorial board can be held 
responsible for editorial content decisions. Signed 
columns or reviews represent only the opinion 
of the author.

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, 
guest columns and news releases from faculty, 
administrators, community residents, students 
and the general public. The Arlingtonian editorial 

board reserves the right to withhold a letter 
or column and return it for more information 
if it determines the piece contains items of 
unprotected speech as defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters and columns 
meeting the above criteria will be posted in full on 
the Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.
com for a minimum of four weeks. Arlingtonian 
and its staff will strive to publish only legally 
protected speech following the legal definitions 
for libel, obscenity and invasion of privacy. 

The staff will also refrain from printing 
stories that create a material disruption of school 
activities. Because the Arlingtonian staff will 
determine content of the publication, it will 
therefore also take complete legal and financial 
responsibility for what is printed. Arlingtonian will 
not avoid publishing a story solely on the basis of 
possible dissent or controversy.

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all 
printing and production costs through advertising 
sales, donations and fundraisers.

The editor or co-editors shall interpret and 
enforce this editorial policy.

Thank you to our Donors!
Arlingtonian is provided free to all students and staff with  
contributions from the generous people and businesses below

Arlingtonian Editorial Policy

Letter from the Editor

The first time I opened an issue of Arlingtonian I 
was in seventh grade. With two older siblings—both 
in high school at the time—it was common to see 
old issues laying around the house. I can remember 
opening the first page and seeing a photo of a girl 
holding an issue of the newsmagazine. I can remember 
reading her letter and thinking so highly of her. In 
my eyes she was so cool. Little did I know then, that 
would one day be me. While I was a regular reader of 
Arlingtonian my freshman and sophomore year, I never 
even gave a second thought to applying for the position 
until last school year. When I was pulled from class 
last spring to see the position I’d received, as I read the 
purple, bold-faced words “Editor-in-Chief ” on a slip 
of paper it hit me that what seemed like such a far-
fetched dream years ago was now coming true. I was 
now the person I had thought the world of years ago. 

Now here I am, one year later, reflecting on my 
time with Arlingtonian. It has been remarkable to say 

the least and I undoubtedly consider it a highlight 
of my high school experience I was fortunate to 
work alongside two great editors, Maria Grund and 
Anna-Maria Thalassinos. Together, as the Big Three 
Editors, we have been able to lead Arlingtonian 
through its 76th year of professional, journalistic 
reporting to the UAHS community. Through much 
hard work and commitment, I am proud to say that 
the 2013-14 Arlingtonian staff received the All-Ohio 
award in the Overall Newsmagazine Contest, the 
Ohio Scholastic Media Association’s highest award. 
It’s receiving this award that makes me feel truly 
honored to have been a part of such a prestigious 
and distinct high school news publication. 

In addition to Arlingtonian, there are many 
experiences and memories that have shaped my high 
school experience. Like every one of my classmates, 
my time at UAHS has had its share of friendships, 
losses, successes and faults. It’s this wide variety of 
moments in our high school career, from the happiness 
to the tears, that create a collection of unforgettable 
experiences as an Upper Arlington Golden Bear. 
While some days I look back at the carefree days of 
Veggie Tales, tricycles and picture books and wish 
to have them back, I know we are ready to move on. 
Change is never easy but without it we wouldn’t get to 
experience the unexplored adventures yet to come. 

With that, I wish the best to my fellow seniors 
in their future endeavors, as well as the 2014-15 
Arlingtonian staff. And to any seventh grade siblings 
reading this, I say to you, with hard work and focus, 
those things you’re dreaming of now may indeed one 
day become reality. And there is no better place to work 
toward your dreams than dear old Arlington.

Arlingtonian Editor in Chief
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Bronze: $10. 

Golden Bear, Diamond and Platinum 
contributions are listed in all remaining 
issues for that school year. Other 
donations are listed in the issue 
following the donation.

Donate to Arlingtonian!
We accept donations throughout the 
school year. To find out more, go to:
www.arlingtonian.com/donate

Dear readers,
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News

 OhIO YOUTh INSTITUTE
Students compete in 10th  
Ohio Youth Institute at state level

On April 30, students competed in the tenth 
annual Ohio Youth Institute. The event 

is the state level competition to select only 
six delegates to attend The World Food Prize 
Global Youth Institute in October 2014.  The 
competition includes a 3000+ word essay, a 
presentation of findings to a panel of students 
from around the state led by university faculty 
experts and finishes in interviews for the top 
candidates. UAHS students claimed six of the 13 
interviews and three of the six delegate spots. 

These students are juniors devon 
holland, brett Karling, lindsey Meredith, 
Jessica turner, ryan vallette and cameron 
Walker, sophomores grace brethel, 
Madison clark, sarah dilz, Matthew 
Fisher, Madeline Fleming, ally hucek, Zoe 
Kiortsis, charlie Mitchell, lily Moul, harper 
nelson, adam newlon, luisa Pace, Madison 
Page, eileen Poe, libby royer, danny 
tomaszewski, Jillian Wade, Will Weideling, 
Kylie White and yena Zerkel and freshman 
lindsey imhoff. 

BY JANE ESkILDSEN, ’15

 SLEEp STORY
Sophomore wins award for video

sophomore grant Jones was awarded 
second place for his video "Sleep Story." 

He entered it into a national student 
filmmakers competition sponsored by the 

Foundation of the American Academy of 
Sleep Medicine, a nonprofit supporting 
sleep research and education. The $250 
prize money will be split between Jones 
and the high school.

BY JANE ESkILDSEN, ’15

 MATT MCCOY NOMINEES 
10 seniors receive a nomination 
to be awarded the Matt McCoy 
Senior Capstone Award

Each spring a select number of students 
are chosen for the Matt McCoy Senior 

Capstone Award. Senior Language Arts 
teachers nominate candidates for the award. 
The Senior Capstone Project Jury develops a 
list of 10 finalists. The 10 finalists discuss their 
projects with the Jury. First and second place 
awards are given to two of the original 10. 
First Prize awards $1,000 and second prize 
awards $500.

Nominated students for the 2013-14 
school year are seniors Matt belz, abby 
corrigan, Katherine denune, Kasey 
Keegan, gillian Mead, chiara Paradiso, alex 
van schoyk, Minjia tang, rachel Webber 
and Michael Zelnik. 

BY JANE ESkILDSEN, ’15

I n - b r I e f

UAHS students competed in the Ohio Youth Institute for 
the World Food Prize. Row 1: sophomore Luisa Pace Sarah 
Dilz, freshman Lindsey Imhoff,  juniors Jessica Turner, 
Devon Holland, sophomores Lily Moul, Libby Royer, Yena 
Zerkal, juniors Lindsey Meredith, and Alex Hoey. Row 2: 
sophomore Ally Hucek, Madison Clark, Madeline Fleming, 
Kylie White, Grace Brethel, Adam Newlon, Harper Nelson, 
Eileen Poe, Zoe Kiortsis, Jillian Wade, Lynn Reese. Row 
3: junior Cameron Walker, sophomore Charlie Mitchell, 
junior Ryan Vallette, sophomore Danny Tomaszewski, Will 
Weideling, junior Brett Karling, sophomore Madison Page. 

PHOTO COUrTESY LYNN rEESE
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Dan Crawford and wife Lauren in front of a lake in Colorado. They are training for Bike and Build in the summer.

BY KELLY CHIAN, ’16

b        iking from Portland to the hills of 
Ohio to the Mississippi River to 
the rim of the Grand Canyon to the 

coast of Santa Barbara, Dan Crawford will 
embark on a journey across the country in 
hopes to end inequality with housing. 

Crawford, a 2007 UAHS graduate, lives 
in Denver, CO and is a math and science 
teacher. He has participated in several 
volunteer events including special education 
and affordable housing.

“Growing up in UA provided me with the 
opportunities to learn and grow as a person 
to be able to have a positive impact on 
the world around me,” Crawford said.

His experience propelled him to 
become a teacher and serve others.

“I started teaching as a way to 
empower others with knowledge 
and experiences so that they would 
have the tools necessary to be 
positive, productive members of 
society,” Crawford said. “I wanted 
to serve the underserved in low-income 
neighborhoods.”

This year, he is participating in Bike and 
Build, an independent non-profit program 
that allows people to build houses across 
the country while also donating money to 
the different affordable housing programs 
including Habitat for Humanity, Rebuilding 
Together, Common Ground and COVER 
Home Repair. The participants are required 
to raise $4,500, for the project. Crawford has 
raised $2,500 so far. He will be riding with 
his wife, Lauren, who he met in college at 
Denison University. 

“As we did in college, we have started 
working again on project build sites to 
directly support the cause that we see 
impacting our students on a daily basis,” 

PHOTO COUrTESY DAN CrAWFOrD

        bike 
and build
2007 alum Dan 
Crawford pursues  
service-oriented project

Crawford said. “This summer, we are looking 
to take that commitment to a new level 
through Bike and Build, pushing ourselves 
physically and mentally to raise awareness 
and directly benefit others.”

This spring, Crawford and his wife will 
bike 500 miles to prepare. On the trip, each 

biking day averages around 80 miles. 
“We will ride our bikes for 80 days, 

covering 4,000 miles, and helping with 
construction while raising awareness for 
affordable housing in 13 different cities,” 
Crawford said. 

They will embark on a journey from 
Portland, Maine to Santa Barbara, CA while 
stopping in Columbus, Ohio on July 8 and 
9. Of these 80 days, 16 will be spent building 
and three resting.

“We are riding in order to raise awareness 
for a very important cause, affordable 
housing,” Crawford said. “As teachers in 
an-inner city school in Denver, Lauren and I 
have seen firsthand the very negative impact 
that not having a safe and affordable place to 
live can have on people and their families.”

At each new location, the riders 
give Powerpoint presentations to the 
neighborhoods about housing. 

According to UN, by 2020, the world 
slum population will be about one billion. 

“These young people are having 
opportunities taken from them by not having 

the same access to a strong, consistent 
education,” Crawford said. “I have 
gained a new respect for my teachers 
and the education that I received.”

He hopes that his work for 
affordable housing changes the lives of 
others by giving back.

“We are excited to directly improve 
lives by helping construction projects 
that will provide new opportunities to 

succeed in life,” he said. 
After teaching for the students, he saw 

how they have a “fundamental inequality” 
that he hopes to lessen. He saw an increased 
amount of African Americans and 
Hispanic Americans struggling due to their 
socioeconomical status.

“We are excited to directly improve lives 
by helping with construction projects that 
will provide them with new opportunities to 
succeed in life,” he said.

Crawford is optimistic about his journey 
across the country and hopes to continue his 
volunteering work beyond Bike and Build.

“We are excited about a once-in-a-
lifetime challenge,” Crawford said. “And a 
way to experience the world while making it 
a little bit better.”  

‘‘We are excited about 
a once-in-a-lifetime 

challenge and a way to experience 
the world while making it a little 
bit better.”

2007 UA Alum Dan Crawford
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BY HASHEM ANABTAWI, ‘15

throwing their bows in the air and 
wiping clean their bow hair, the UAHS 
Symphony Orchestra is preparing for 

the first ever Bears to Beijing trip this June. 
The Symphony Orchestra, along with two 
other orchestras from Georgia and California, 
is flying to Beijing, China this summer to 
perform concerts and visit tour sites. Director 
Ed Zunic, who is excited to go, explains what 
the orchestra will be doing there.

“There are six concerts spread out over 
two weeks,” Zunic said. “We’ll start in one 
city and travel to others, and in addition to 
performing in some of the greatest halls, we’ll 
also see a little of the cultural sites including 
The Great Wall, a tea farm and a silk farm.”

Although Zunic is excited for the 
upcoming trip with students, he is also 
working under pressure to prepare quickly.

“This is a once in a lifetime experience,” 
Zunic said. “We are moving very quickly to 
pull this thing off in a very short amount 
of time, however, that is incredibly exciting 
and exhilarating.”

The cost for the international trip 
has caused a number of members in the 
Symphony Orchestra to rethink their 
decision to attend. Of the 36 students in 
the Symphony Orchestra, about 20 will be 
attending the trip. According to Zunic, the 
trip will cost nearly four thousand dollars 
per student, which has caused students 
such as junior Charles Pei to be reluctant 
about attending. 

“Not many people can go to China 
and it’s pretty cool how our orchestra gets 
to go [but] I was thinking of doing other 
things in the summer [because] it’s pretty 
expensive,” Pei said.

However, sophomore Julian Kroll 
believes this is too unique of an opportunity 
to pass up.

“I’m definitely excited for the upcoming 
trip to 
Beijing,” 
Kroll said. “I 
used to live 
in St. Louis 
and their 
orchestra 
program 
would never 
have been 
able to afford this.” 

Because of the cost, Zunic, along with the 
students are fundraising in order to make the 
trip possible. To date, the symphony orchestra 
has conducted a program called Practice 
Partners, which is a student mentoring 
program for beginner orchestra players.

“Practice Partners has brought in about 
eight thousand dollars on its own,” Zunic 
said. “It’s a peer mentoring program where 
high school students worked with middle 
school and elementary kids to practice 
orchestra for 30-60 minutes.” 

Kroll is one member of the orchestra who 
has participated in the program.

“I’ve tutored two kids on the cello and it 
was a great experience and an exciting way 

for us to raise money, both for me and the 
kids,” Kroll said.

Along with Practice Partners, the 
symphony orchestra has also done concert 
gigs, equipment refurbishing and held 
the first orchestra gala on March 16. The 
event featured performances by not only 
the UAHS Symphony Orchestra but from 
the Columbus symphony orchestra as well. 

According to 
Zunic, this 
was one of 
the biggest 
and most 
beneficial 
fundraisers 
the orchestra 
has done. 

“The 
Bears to Beijing Bash, the big gala, brought 
in more money than everything we’ve done 
combined,” Zunic said. “It was a two-act 
concert where the first act featured local 
musicians that taught lessons to our students, 
people from the Columbus Symphony 
Orchestra, and the second act featured our 
high school Symphony Orchestra, with a 
silent auction in the middle.”

Despite the price and the fundraising, 
Zunic highly anticipates the adventures of 
the trip this summer.

“We’ve never tried to do anything as 
grand as China and never had to do so much 
fundraising as we’ve done specifically for one 
trip,” Zunic said. “But for us, this is all an 
incredible experience.”  

The Symphonic Orchestra performed at the Upper Arlington Gala held on March 16. This was one of the largest fundraisers and orchestra performances to raise 
money for the upcoming trip to Beijing, China.

bears to beijing

The Symphonic Orchestra prepares for its trip to Beijing, China this summer

PHOTO BY KOTA ASHTON

‘‘This is a once in a lifetime 
experience and we are mov-

ing very quickly to pull this thing off 
in a very short amount of time.” 

Orchestra Teacher Ed Zunic
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Come visit us at our 
new location.

We’ve 
Moved!

Hair Salon

614 • 841 • 1821

1137 Kenny Centre Mall
Columbus, Ohio 43220

thecachetsalon.com

Fresh Crafts Gallery  
represents over 100 of North 
America’s foremost artists, 
designers, and craftsmen, 
each of whom is distin-
guished in his or her craft.

Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri: 10–6 
Thurs: 10–8 
Sat: 10–5

2068 Arlington Avenue
Upper Arlington, Ohio 43221
614.429.3792
www.freshcraftsgallery.com

7:50-3:15



rev up the reading
Writer recommends several page-turners for summer reading adventures

 Are you a nature lover? A non-
conformist? An introvert? What about all 
three? If you answered yes, Henry David 
Thoreau’s classic novel Walden is perfect for 
you. Thoreau lived at Walden Pond from July 
4, 1845 to September 6, 1847 and Walden is 
a collection of his experiences living alone 
in the woods. Walden was extremely radical 
for its time and still is today. So if this summer 
you find yourself in need of a fresh dose of 
transcendentalism, Walden is the perfect 
book for you.

 The Guernsey Literary and Potato 
Peel Pie Society takes place in the 
aftermath of World War II and is about 
Juliet, a book lover from London who 
exchanges letters with the people of 
the island of Guernsey. She learns about 
the island and the impact the German 
occupation had on their lives. The entire 
book is a compilation of letters between 
the characters. If you are looking for 
something light yet delightful to read this 
summer, this book is the perfect choice.

 This summer, travel to 
Afghanistan! Live through the 1980 
Soviet invasion, the reign of the Taliban 
and the oppression of women through 
the eyes of Miriam and Laila. Learn 
about 30 years of Afghan history as 
these two women struggle to survive 
and find happiness amid their beloved 
war-torn country. A Thousand Splendid 
Suns by Khaled Hosseini will leave you 
speechless with a few (or a lot) of tears 
in your eyes.

 Have you ever dreamed of tossing most 
of your possessions and taking off to explore 
the world for a year? Meet a family who did 
just that. The father of the Cohen family—
David Cohen—documented his family’s 
experience traveling around the world in 
365 days. Join Cohen, his wife and three kids 
in One Year Off as they travel to Costa rica, 
France, Africa, Australia, Japan and more. If 
you are diagnosed with wanderlust, this book 
will have your feet itching for new places. 

 This summer, uncover a world that 
you may have never considered. This 
summer, uncover the world of factory 
farming and the meat industry. Join 
Jonathan Safran Foer as he tries to find 
the answer to two questions: why do we 
eat animals and would we eat them if we 
knew how they got on our dinner plates? 
According to Goodreads, Eating Animals is 
“a story about the stories we’ve told—and 
the stories we now need to tell.”

 Written by Upper Arlington’s very 
own Jody Casella, the young adult novel 
Thin Space should be on everybody’s 
summer list. The main character, Marsh, 
is a high school boy who lost his 
identical twin in a car accident. Now, he 
walks around town barefoot, searching 
for a “thin space” that will take him to his 
deceased brother. Kirkus Reviews called 
Thin Space “brutal and brilliant” which is 
exactly what it is.

BY ELLA KOSCHEr, ’15

IMAGES COUrTESY SCOTIANA AND WIKIPEDIA IMAGES COUrTESY BOOK CHASE AND KHALED HOSSEINI IMAGES COUrTESY TArINGA! AND ANNIE BArrOWS

IMAGES COUrTESY GOODrEADS AND JODY CASELLA IMAGES COUrTESY GOODrEADS IMAGES COUrTESY GOODrEADS AND SFGATE
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News
Columbus offers 
a variety of events 
to check out over 
summer break

BY LINDSEY MErEDITH, ’15

 The Columbus Arts Festival is June 6, 7 and 8 at the 
Downtown Riverfront. According to the Columbus Arts Festivals 
website, there will be 270 nationally acclaimed artists, and will 
feature fantastic gourmet fare from some of the city’s finest 
restaurants, live concerts, hands-on art activities and more. There is 
also an Emerging Artists program which features upcoming local 
artists and the Hands On Art Activities area for kids of all ages.

 According to the Columbus symphony website, 
“Picnic with the Pops is a chance to see some of today’s 
most popular entertainers performing with the Columbus 
Symphony Orchestra.”  Some of the performers this year 
include The O’Jays, The Manhattan Transfer and The 
Ohio State Marching Band. The concerts take place at 
the Columbus Commons in downtown Columbus.  These 
concerts runs at different times in June and July. 

 The CAPA Summer Movie Series shows classic 
movies June 6- Aug. 10 at the Ohio Theatre.  According 
to the CAPA website, “The CAPA Summer Movie Series, 
is the longest-running classic film series in America [and 
is] celebrat[ing] its 44th anniversary in 2014.”  This year 
they will be featuring 28 films over nine weeks including, 
Superman, Monty Python’s The Meaning of Life, Hitchcock’s 
Dial M for Murder and Cartoon Capers.  

COUrTESY CD102.5

COUrTESY MYCOLUMBUSMAGIC

COUrTESY COLUMBUS DISPATCH

COUrTESY CAPA

 The Ohio State Fair is open from July 23 until August 3 at 
the Ohio Expo Center. This event includes musical performances 
by Boyz II Men, Lady Antebellum, Scotty McCreery, The Beach 
Boys, Aretha Franklin and Zendaya. The fair also features activities 
such as a petting zoo, camel rides and pig races. The fair also offers 
an abundance of deep fried food.
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Buying or selling a 
home?

Contact Carrie Mimnaugh,  
your local UA real estate expert. 

Mobile: (614) 736-7171 
 

E-mail: carrie.mimnaugh@
sothebysrealty.com

Web: http://carriemimnaugh.

Jie’s Good Tasting  
好味鲜 

Do you want real Chinese food? Have you ever tasted 
the flavors of North China from Xi’An?  

 

We have many flavors of delicious hand made-
dumplings, potstickers and other American Chinese 
favorites. 

 

Our specialties are our hand made dumplings. We sell 
them in bulk frozen for you to cook at home. Ask us 

Hours  
Monday - Friday 11AM - 9:30 PM 
Saturday & Sunday 11:30PM - 9:30 PM  

Tel. 614-824-4657 

 

Expiration date: 03/31/14 

Coupon 
MUST PRESENT COUPON 
AT CHECKOUT 

$2.00 off two 
dinner entries 

Lunch Menu Specials 
11AM—3PM Monday—Friday 

12 Dishes all priced for $4.99 
Includes a drink 

Address 
1413 Grandview Ave 
Columbus, OH 43212 

Jie’s Good Tasting
Do you want real Chinese food? Have you ever tasted the 
flavors of North China from Xi’An?

We have many flavors of delicious handmade dumplings, 
potstickers and other American Chinese favorites.

Our specialities are our handmade dumplings. We sell them 
in bulk, frozen for you to cook at home. Ask us!

Coupon
M U S T  P R E S E N T  C O U P O N  

A T  C H E C K O U T

$2 OFF 
two dinner entrées

 
1413 Grandview Ave.  
Columbus, Ohio 
43212

Tel. 614-824-4657 

 
Monday - Friday  
11 a.m, - 9:30 p.m.

saturday & sunday 
11:30 a.m. - 9:30 p.m

LUNCh MENU 
SpECIALS

Monday - Friday  
11 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

12 dishes  
all priced at $4.99, 
including a drink!

E x P I r E S  06/30/14

1363 S. high St.
Columbus, Ohio 43207
614-443-7470
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BY ELLA KOSCHEr, ’15

everything is different.”
Sophomore Aggie Riou made 

this statement when asked about the 
similarities between UAHS and her high 
school back home in France. “Lunch is 
different, classes are different, the hours are 
different, the teachers…” she listed on.

Despite these differences, Riou was 
extremely motivated to be a part of an 
exchange program and travel from her home 
country to live in America for a year.

“I really felt oppressed [in France], like I 
didn’t have the opportunity that I should get 
and so I wanted to come here and just go out 
of [my] country,” Riou said. “You’re able to 
test yourself, challenge yourself.”

To Riou, America was the ultimate 
destination to spend a year learning and 
living in another country.

“All over the world [people] 
think that [America] is...like the 
dream,” Riou said. “You can do 
anything…. So I guess that’s kind of 
what motivated me.”

German exchange student and 
sophomore Maie Wist echoes Riou’s 
motivation to go on this exchange to 
the U.S.

“America...,” Wist said, “...was 
always kind of like this dreamland.”

schooling
The question UA students ask Riou and 

Wist most is: How is homework different?
“I don’t do my homework in Germany,” 

Wist said. “It doesn’t count [and] there’s no 
PowerSchool that counts each time you do 
your homework.”

Wist said that homework holds less 
weight in Europe than in the U.S. In France, 
President François Hollande has even 
proposed banning homework nationwide, 
according to The Washington Post.

“We have homework,” Riou said. “But 
it’s like if you don’t do it, if you don’t go over 
what you learned the day or the day before, 
if you don’t memorize what you did, [if ] you 
don’t spend like an hour on your economics 
class, you’re going to fail.”

Homework is the students own 
responsibility because, in France, “when you 
fail, you fail. There is no retake,” Riou said.

The attitude toward homework is just 
a single difference between European and 
American schooling.

“The whole education system in France is 
way different,” Riou said.

Students in France have less freedom to 
choose their classes than American students. 
In France, students do not choose their 
classes until junior year of high school, when 
they must select the area of study they wish 
to focus on in-depth—either economics, 
math or literature.

In Germany, high school is from fifth 
grade through 12th grade. Wist said that 
until 10th grade, you stay with the same class, 
unlike at UAHS where students get jumbled 
with new students every 48 minutes.

“You’re really close to the people 
[because] you don’t change your class every 
day,” Wist said.

Schedules in France and Germany are 
also extremely different than in America. 
School life is less monotonous and repetitive.

“[In Germany], I have school days that go 
on until five o’clock sometimes and it changes 
every day,” Wist said. 

The differing routine is similar in France.       

“When people try to explain high school 
in France they always compare it to college 
[in America],” Riou said. “So that might be 
the same, how they change classes every day, 
change hours every day, and you don’t have 
the same breaks, stuff like that.”

Life following high school also runs 
differently in Europe. Some students take gap 
years, many go straight to college and some 
start working.

“I want to go on an exchange after 
school again to [a] south[ern] country,” 
Wist said. “Some people do that to get some 
experience, but most of the students go to 
university. That is also different; we don’t 
have to pay that much.”

The cost of university for a student in 
Europe is minor compared to the cost of 
attending college in America.

“You don’t pay for university,” Riou said. 
“You just pay for like your food, your room, 
and stuff like that. People mostly go to 
college, but it’s not college like here.”

culture
Riou and Wist have found that the 

interpersonal culture of America is not to 
their favor.

“Here, you can’t really say your 
opinion. [America] is kind of like a food 
chain [and] society and people are above 

you,” Riou said. “For example, here 
teachers are above students and you 
can’t say when you disagree.”

Both Riou and Wist find this irritating.
“With my parents, I’m on one level,” 

Wist said. “I trust them, they trust me 
and...they appreciate when I tell them my 
opinion and here it’s like, ‘Yeah, we’re not 
going to discuss this [subject] anymore.’”

The relationship between students and 
teachers is also distinctly different.

“Here, you are babysat,” Riou said. 
“The student is a baby and [the teacher 
has] to take care of it. In France, we don’t 
have this kind of stuff. We have more of a 
mature relationship.”

Despite these flaws, Riou and Wist have 
grown to love America with its opportunity 
for one to be successful in any area he or she 
chooses, whether it be in academics, theater 
or sports.

“I wish my friends would come over to 
America and we would just live in America,” 
Wist said. “But [you could] say your opinion.”

Riou nodded in agreement. 

“

‘‘I really felt oppressed [in 
France], like I didn’t have 

the opportunity that I should get 
and so I wanted to come here....
You’re able to test yourself, challenge 
yourself [here].”

Sophomore Aggie Riou

Exchange students compare UAHS  
to the schools in their home countries 

a global 
Perspective
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CHINA DYNASTY
VOTED 

#1
CHINESE FAMILY RESTAURANT  

& FINE CHINESE CUISINE  
IN COLUMBUS.

THE TOP 10
PAN ASIAN CHINESE RESTAURANT

BY GRUMPY GOURMET

(NO M.S.G. ADDED)

SUNDAY BUFFET $12.95
11 a.m. - 8 p.m.

Hours:
Monday - Thursday . .   11 a.m. - 10 p.m.
Friday - Saturday . . . . 11 a.m. - 10:30 p.m.
Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . .  11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

10% OFF
on Dinners, Carry-Out Only!

Meet your new best friend.

A Student Checking Account from The Arlington Bank offers 
students a hassle-free account loaded with extras. And with 
no account maintenance fees, we’re sure to be your new BFF.

2130 Tremont Center Upper Arlington, Ohio 43221
1460 Grandview Avenue Columbus, Ohio 43212

4621 Reed Road Columbus, Ohio 43220

Your Community. Your Bank.

When you open your new 
Student Checking Account you’ll get a $20 

Chipotle gift card!*
*Certain restrictions apply. Gift card presented at account opening. Minimum to 
open is $20. Must be 17-22 years of  age to open. Offer ends July 31, 2014. Visit 

www.arlingtonbank.com for more information.
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Sports

A look back at a few noteworthy accomplishments of the Golden Bear athletes
LAYOUT BY SHErIDAN HENDrIx, ’14

The varsity boys basketball team had one of their best seasons in school history. The team, 
led by seven seniors, set a new school record for wins with 26-1. The team also won their share 
of championships. This season, the boys won an OCC Championship, the Great 8 Christmas 
Classic Championship in Missouri, a district championship, regional championship and 
a Final Four championship. For the first time since before World War II, the varsity boys 
basketball team also made it to the state championship game. Seniors on the team Danny 
Hummer and Kevin Vannatta committed to playing basketball at Air Force and UNC 
Asheville, respectively.

The gymnastics team ended an 11 year drought and competed at the state 
championship tournament this past season. The girls performed well, placing ninth in 
the tournament. In the individual state tournament, junior Emily Jones competed on 
the bars and the team’s only senior Becca Jaskot competed on the floor, Jaskot ultimately 
placing sixth overall. The team also performed well at their earlier meets. The girls won 
their first invitational, placed third at the McGee Invitational, placed third at the OCC 
championship, and placed first in the district championships, which sent them to states. 

This fall, the varsity girls tennis team took back their 2010 title and won the state 
championship. The championship, won against North Canton Hoover, won UAHS 
their 130th state title. To get to the championship match, freshman Kyra Jung defeated 
rival team Dublin Jerome at the District championship. Jung and junior Audrey Berger 
played at states as a doubles team, but lost late in the tournament.  The team, led by 
seniors Beniva Ganther, Emily Flitcraft and Katie Scheodinger, also defended a 25-year 
OCC Championship winning streak.

Both the boys and girls swimming teams had outstanding seasons. Both teams 
competed the District championship, the girls placing first and the boys placing second. 
The swim bears also made it to the State championship meet. Senior Jenny Smith and 
juniors Gracie Long, Grace VanFossen and Alexandra Hedden were members of a 200 
freestyle relay team that placed first at States and also set a state record. Senior Thomas 
Trace placed first overall in the 50 yard freestyle and second in the 100 yard backstroke. 
The UAHS swim program had five seniors commit to swimming at NCAA Division I 
and Division II schools.

PHOTO BY SHErIDAN HENDrIx

PHOTO COUrTESY KEVIN VANNATTA

PHOTO BY SASHA DUBSON

PHOTO COUrTESY JAMIE KrUPP

Athletes

girls tennis

boys basketball

gymnastics

swimming



First day oF 9th-grade

Vocal ensemble auditions

hannah tomaszewski

givi garcia

throwback thursday: 
senior edition
Class of 2014 reflects on memories from UAHS
LAYOUT BY GrACE MOODY, ‘14

Walking into the first day of ninth grade was both exciting 
and terrifying at the same time. I came from St. Agatha, where 
I had a total of 28 people in my grade. Although freshmen-only 
day had helped me relax a little bit, I was never prepared for the 
rush of people that I saw that morning. The amount of people 
made everything look different, and with two minutes until the 
bell, I realized that I was lost on my first day of high school. 
Thankfully, an upperclassman from field hockey showed me 
the way to a hallway I didn’t know existed. The rest of the day 
passed similarly, with unfamiliar faces and a map of the high 
school that had my route from each class scribbled on it. I was 
extremely intimidated, but every time I look back on that day, 
I realize just how exciting and important that day was for me. 
The first day of ninth-grade is when I met the people that I 
would soon call my best friends. It is also the day that convinced 
me just how exciting this journey would be, with so many new 
people to meet and experiences to have with hundreds of other 
kids right beside me. 

 I’m sitting in my bed with my eyes wide open. 6 A.M. May 28, 
2011. Vocal Ensemble auditions. The words enthralled my mind 
every second I couldn’t sleep, more nervous than ever before. 6:30 
A.M., the door gets knocked on, I hear nothing but footsteps and 
murmurs through the paper thin walls of my house. I close my 
eyes and pretend to sleep, the next thing I know–Ice cold water all 
over my entire face and bed, then I get a five-star on my back. All 
I hear is Andrew Mariotti’s air horn in my ear and then “Wake the 
hell up, Givi! You have 30 seconds to get your freaking shirt off 
and get on your shoes. Run.” My smile couldn’t have been more 
ear to ear. What followed wasn’t quite the same, due to the 6 inch 
Soffe cheerleading shorts that barely covered my legs and butt, 
and the smell of rotting whipped cream on me and in me. Despite 
the three years of social humility I suffered on pickup day for 
Ensemble auditions, the last three years couldn’t have been more 
self rewarding and memorable–Upper Arlington Vocal Music was 
the highlight of my high school career.  

Givi Garcia (Bottom row, third from left) poses with the 2011-12 Vocal 
Ensemble the morning the group was announced. Garcia auditioned as 
a freshman and was a part of the Vocal Ensemble his sophomore, junior 
and senior year.

PHOTO COUrTESY GIVI GArCIA

Hannah Tomaszewski during the field hockey season of her freshman 
year. Tomaszewski played field hockey each of her four years at UAHS.

PHOTO COUrTESY HANNAH TOMASzEWSKI
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n at i o n a l  h i s t o r y  d ay

a c t reyna lusson

Julie dierker

 My sophomore year, like the rest of my classmates, I was assigned a project 
supporting National History Day. My topic was Special Olympics and its 
founder Eunice Kennedy Shriver.

I earned first place for this project and I am certain the reason why was 
because I didn’t feel like it was a project to be graded. I had fun creating the 
video because I loved my subject. All my life I have been exposed to special 
people. I have learned a lot about life through my interaction and experiences 
with them. I had volunteered and attended Special Olympics events many times 
before my sophomore year and yet I was unaware of how it all got started.

When I created my video it invoked smiles and tears in everyone that 
watched it–but who wouldn’t feel inspired and share the triumphs of these 
special athletes that work very hard and achieve their goals. It was the topic 
that I shared, that won the award. 

 If there’s one place to see every personality type it’s the ACT. There’s 
the die-hard in the matching sweatsuit armed with a backup battery for 
their backup calculator. You have the just-stumbled-out-of-bed-and-didn’t-
realize-it-was-the-morning-of-the-test kid, always showing up late (and 
sometimes leaving early). Even more sure is the young boy or girl whose poor 
memory of cursive will delay the beginning of the test by 15 minutes. I was 
somewhere in the midst of every stereotype–mildly unenthused but convinced 
that this number was the deciding factor between Harvard and a future of 
homelessness. As it turned out, I was a victim of circumstance. My water bottle 
spilled on my admission ticket and my forgotten calculator turned geometry 
into a guessing game. By the science section, the test had nothing to do with 
right answers and everything to do with survival. Desperate to stretch my legs, 
I did the logical thing and broke the tip of my pencil. Unfortunately the pencil 
sharpener was a century old and sounded like a dying possum. On the bright 
side, I got to miss family yard work day, so I feel like I won in the end. 

For my past three spring breaks, sophomore, junior, and senior 
years, I have gone with First Community Church on a mission trip 
to Mexico. On all three of the trips I’ve participated in, we’ve gone to 
Tecate, Mexico, which is just across the border from San Diego. While 
there, we sleep on a campsite in tents and spend all day building a house 
from start to finish for a local family in need. Although I’ll have the 
opportunity once in college to continue going on the trip, if my school’s 
spring break doesn’t line up, realistically it just isn’t likely that I’ll be able 
to return any time soon which is saddening. What I am going to miss 
the most is the relationships I am able to build while I’m there, both 
with the Mexican families, as well as the others on the trip. It’s hard 
to live with a person for a week and not get at least a little closer, and I 
have made some of my best friends while on the trip. Also, seeing the 
absolute elation in the faces of those receiving the house is like nothing 
I have ever experienced elsewhere. I will miss it. 

tyler hall m e x i c o  m i s s i o n  t r i p

Julie Dierker poses with her award from National History Day. Dierker 
placed first in the competition with her project about Special Olympics.

Sarah Moore, Marianne Michael and Reyna Lusson snap a selfie after 
the ACT in the fall of their junior year.

PHOTO COUrTESY JULIE DIErKEr

PHOTO COUrTESY rEYNA LUSSON

Tyler Hall’s dad (left) and Tyler Hall (right) with the father of the family they 
built a house for, Victor. Hall has spent his past three spring breaks in Mexico.

PHOTO COUrTESY TYLEr HALL
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6th-grade camp

les miserables anne guttridge

Joel diener
The first night of being a counselor, one of the campers told me he wasn’t feeling 

well. I attempted to comfort him and asked if he wanted to see the nurse. He said 
he was fine and off to bed we went. All was well in the world. That was, of course, 
until he promptly leaned over his top bunk and puked all over my suitcase located 
directly below. I was slightly disgruntled to say the least.

We ended up having to drag everyone in our cabin out of bed around midnight, 
due to the putrid smell. “Air conditioning, hurrah!”, they all exclaimed. For some 
peculiar reason, I didn’t share their enthusiasm. At our new home, with much 
comfier beds, everyone contently fell asleep. Except me. I was still a bit hot and 
bothered so I decided to take a step outside. 

There, I saw something that took my breath away. No, It wasn’t another small 
child barfing all over my clothes. It was the nighttime country sky. Light pollution, 
from urban UA had for so long taken it away from me, but, there it was, clear as 
day, the stellar pinwheel that is the Milky Way. There I stood, head locked upwards 
as I could do nothing else. I laid down in the grass and stared at the stars well into 
one in the morning. 

I think back to the first onstage rehearsal of the “Lovely Ladies” scene.  In this 
scene, the prostitutes circle around a pile of crates singing about their occupation.  
We were instructed to walk in the most unlady-like manner we could think of.  
This was promptly demonstrated by our choreographer in a manner that had us in 
fits of laughter within seconds.  Have you ever seen a 60-some-year-old lady dance 
pseudo-provocatively? 4/10 would not recommend.

Also unforgettable was all of the lovely ladies clamoring around the makeshift 
makeup station backstage, clumsily applying blush and smearing on bright red 
lipstick to go with our giant beehive of disheveled hair only to dash on stage just in 
time for the beginning of the scene.  There is a reason the audience sits behind the 
pit and not closer to the stage.  Can I get a #yikes?

But perhaps nothing compares to the bonding of a cast through Steak n’ Shake.  
It’s not just the love of milkshakes that can bring together roughly 75 people, but 
the sentiment of commitment and the knowledge that hard work pays off that 
truly binds us. 

My junior prom was definitely one I will remember for a while. I was going 
for a James Bond look so I wore a white jacket with black pants and a black 
bowtie. The funny thing about my outfit, though, was that I had to wear grey 
tennis shoes because of the metal plate I have in my ankle. I looked kind of 
awkward walking around in Nike running shoes in a tuxedo but I was probably 
the most comfortable one at the dance. However, the most memorable part of 
my junior prom was what my guy friends and I had organized for pictures. We 
had the idea to each wear superhero shirts underneath our tuxes and surprise 
our dates by opening our shirts to reveal the superhero shirt underneath our 
clothes just like a hero would do. I was Captain America and my other friends 
covered the rest of the marvel characters along with other superheroes. Our 
dates were very surprised and it was one of the many highlights of the long 
night ahead. 

John Masters junior prom

Anne Guttridge (Top row, fifth from the left) poses with cast members of 
last years’ Les Misérables. 

John Masters and junior Becca Shera pose during prom pictures. 
Masters wore a Captain America shirt underneath his tux.

Joel Diener (far right, back row) with his sixth grade camp cabin. 
Diener's co-counselor was fellow senior John Masters.

PHOTO COUrTESY ANNE GUTTrIDGE
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senior spring break

basketball state championship game

sarah Moore

danny hummer

Senior spring break. This was something my friends and I had first started 
obsessively talking about one day last fall. Fast forward seven months from then 
and I was boarding a plane with three of my best friends, ready to take on the 
Dominican Republic (Punta Cana) for the week.  

When asked to write this, I was told to tell a story. Something memorable 
that had happened during the week. Sitting here now, weeks later, I am unable to 
pinpoint one specific memory to describe. Instead I would want to tell you about 
many, which would probably take several hours–something no one has time for. 
The week was a blur of hours spent on the beach, new faces, fancy shows, nights 
spent out dancing, and an incredible snorkeling trip. But what made the trip 
memorable for me were the little things, such as the excessive amount of selfies 
taken with everyone we met–friendly workers, other spring breakers, and mostly 
just ourselves. Or our “QuoteBook,” filled with anything that made us laugh 
hysterically throughout the week. Not just one, but all of the stories, photos, and 
memories made that week will last. And that I am sure of. 

Our season started off plain enough. We were 1-1, thinking a repeat of last 
year’s 11-11 season was possible. Our team was basically the same, but three 
of us were healthy after having major injuries the year before and we added a 
transfer. Everybody was stronger, experienced, hungry. Most of our team has 
been playing together since third-grade. Nine players lived within one mile of 
each other.  We could not have been closer-knit.  Right around New Year’s we 
noticed something special was in the making. We had won our winter tourney 
in Missouri and still had only one loss. We won the OCC Central and when 
the state tournament started we were peaking. Down went Gahanna. Then 
Pickerington Central, Northland, and Trotwood Madison. We were on a tear 
and suddenly we were 27-1 and in the state finals for the first time in 77 years.  
Just 4.7 seconds away from winning.  Then St. Ed’s hit the 3-point dagger. We 
lost in overtime, 62-58. But what a run.  The whole town seemed to be there 
both nights at Final Four weekend. We accomplished one of the greatest athletic 
seasons in Upper Arlington history. Our class will forever be proud of that. 

scottish exchange program Madi crosby

Many of my favorite high school memories involve events from the 
Scottish Exchange Program. I was so lucky to be selected for this experience. 
Looking back on the exchange, I think what made it so special was the 
group of people. I walked away closer to the Americans of the group and 
made many new Scottish friends that I regularly talk to through Skype and 
Facebook. My partner and I send gifts and letters to each other on holidays. 
I had the best time introducing American fast-food to the Scots. My partner 
has never stopped talking about 64 oz Speedway slushies or Chipotle 
burritos. Taking the Scots to our homecoming dance was another one of my 
highlights. It was quite comical seeing the guys fist pumping while wearing 
kilts. On the other end I really enjoyed attending the Scotland-France rugby 
match. There was the same sense of fan unity that you experience at an Ohio 
State football game. This experience opened my eyes to a different culture 
and I would highly recommend it to anyone thinking about applying.  

The 2013-14 varsity boys basketball team in the Schottenstein Center 
where they played on Mar. 21 and 22.

A group of UAHS students pose in Scotland during their exchange trip. 

Marianne Michael, Morgan Abbruzzese, Madeline Gallagher and Sarah 
Moore pose on the beach of Punta Cana during spring break.
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BY ALEx KELLEr, ’14

she looks like a junior, she talks like a 
junior, but is she a junior? Yes and no.

Junior Allie Lentz is one of 
UAHS’ early graduates this year. Lentz 
has prepared her schedule so that she 
will receive her high school diploma a 
year earlier than the rest of her 2015 
classmates in order to get ahead in her 
plans for a career in fashion. 

Today students are given three ways to 
receive their diploma a year earlier than 
the rest of their class: Post Secondary 
option(PSEO), Dual Enrollment, or a 
graduating early plan.

With Dual Enrollment 
not yet an option at UAHS 
and PSEO not the direction 
she wanted to take with her 
education, Lentz simply loaded 
her schedule in order to graduate 
as a junior. 

“I hadn't really heard about 
graduating early from anyone,” 
Lentz said. “It is just something 
that I really wanted, so I went 
and talked to my counselor and 
we figured everything out.”

Lentz was not the only student to take 
advantage of one of the early graduate 
programs, senior/freshman at OSU 
Naomi Benatar has participated in the 
PSEO option at OSU. PSEO allowed 
her to take district paid classes at OSU 
and any other surrounding colleges. So far 
Benatar has enjoyed the program.

“Taking classes at OSU this year gave 
me a huge advantage in that I got to get 
used to a college lifestyle and learning 

environment and classes while I still had 
my support system right around me,” 
Benatar said.“Now, when I get on campus 
next year, while everyone else is nervous 
and a little worried, I will have already had 
a foot in the door so I can just slide right 
into just another school year.”

Between AP classes and OSU classes, 
Benatar has managed to complete her first 
year of college as a senior. Benatar began 
planning for this schedule change during 
her sophomore year to make sure she 
could complete her senior requirements 
of a Language Arts and government class 
along with Capstone. 

While this was a lot of work for Benatar, 

she believes she made the right decision.
“The rigid schedule and mostly pre-

planned classes of high school was just not 
conducive to my personality and learning 
style,” Benatar said. “ I always wished that 
teachers would give me the whole week’s 
homework and let me do it when it was 
most convenient for me rather than giving 
me a little bit of it each night. That is how 
college works.”

While Benatar’s experience in the 
program has been positive, guidance 

counselor Heather Peebles warns students 
about the negative effects of being a part 
of two campuses in the PSEO program.

“I’ve heard [students] say they feel 
disconnected because they are on campus 
half the day and then the high school half 
the day,” Peebles said. “They might miss 
announcements, things coming up in their 
government class, so they have to be a 
little more diligent about talking to their 
counselors and their friends about [what 
they missed].”

Peebles has always been an advocate for 
finding the best academic track for students, 
however, she has personally favored students 
exhausting the curriculum at the high school. 

“[UAHS] offers a lot of AP 
and IB courses and what we 
have heard from colleges is that 
they like to see that students 
have exhausted their high school 
curriculum first,” Peebles said.

Although with all preferences 
aside, Peebles continues to look for 
students who would thrive in any 
of these two programs. And now 
with many other schools already 
providing Dual Enrollment as an 

academic option for students, Peebles 
expects to see it come to UAHS in the 
near future.

“What [the guidance counselors 
are investigating] now is how to get 
dual enrollment and how to make it 
work for our students,” Peebles said. 
“[The guidance counselors] have been 
looking into [adding Dual Enrollment] 
the past couple years and I think in 
the next few [years] we will see [Dual 
Enrollment] come to [UAHS].” 

In high school students are given three ways to graduate early. The options are all provided for students ready to get off high school grounds and on to a college 
campus or whereever else the student would like to be after high school.   

PHOTO COUrTESY OHIO UNIVErSITY

‘‘Now, when I get on 
campus next year, 

while everyone else is nervous 
and a little worried, I will have 
already had a foot in the door.”

UA Senior /  OSU Freshman   
Naomi Benatar

graduating early
Multiple students finish high school early to continue their education at the next level
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BIG FAT GREEK KUZINA
WE COOK FOR YOU LIKE WE COOK AT HOME!

TRY OUR NEW WINE LIST by glass or bottle, MERLOT, ROSE MALBEC, CHARDONNAY, 
LOTS OF GREEK WINES. CHILLED SANGRIA’S by the glass or carafe.

2816 Fishinger Road Columbus, Ohio 43221  •  614.457.4753  •  www.bestgreekusa.com

MAY 3, 20136
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Jody Casella

Alex Adrion, Matt Bruckelmeyer,  Mitchell Cook, Raj D’Souza, Tori Hardman, 
Noah Hughes, John Je�ers, Johnny Lengel, Gretchen Messick,  
Shawn McCoy, Bob McGuckin, Mike Richards, & Tyler Stevens 

~ The UARise 2012-2013 Seniors!

Columbus Medical Equipment
306 E. 5th Ave.

Columbus, OH 43201
614.294.5585
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Thank you, seniors!
From the UA Rise sta�

Hong Kong buffet

“A smiling face is half the meal.”
—CHINESE PROVERB

  1831 WEST HENDERSON RD.    COLUMBUS, OH 43220  

enjoy our buffet  
featuring the best  

of Chinese, Cantonese, 
Mandarin & Szechuan  
cuisine in Columbus!

Carryout Available: 
(614) 538-9288

Anthony Caradonna, Annie Deibel, Elana Diaz, Sam Gani, Gib Friar,  
Arat Infante, Janelle kalambayi, Wes kilstrom, Maisie McCready,  

Sophie Riepenhoff, & Xavier Wagner

~The UARise 2013-14 Seniors!



Allegheny College
zachary Dickinson
Hannah Johnston

American University
Bridget Corna

Antioch College
Blaine Furey

Arizona State 
University

Alize Adams-Pugh

Art Center College of 
Design

Perry Finley

Auburn University
Brian Moser

Baldwin Wallace 
University

Givi Garcia
Madison McNeil
Jacob Muratore

Belmont University
Julia Crone

Bennington College
Olivia Couri

Bluffton University
D’Nae reese

Boston College
Jeffrey Melvin

Bowling Green State 
University

riley Cotterman
Connor Knoop
Andrew reed
Charles Sipp
Dillon Treglia
Paige Witzel

Brigham Young 
University

Samuel Kiehl

Brown University
Benjamin Perez

Bryant University
Halle Trabue

Butler University
Maria Knox
Karla Jeggle
Alexa Weixel

California State 
University, 
Northridge

Arat Infante

Capital University
Nathan Corson
Alex Van Schoyck
Annika Wachtman

Carleton College
Anne Guttridge
Dorrian Jaffe

Clemson University
Cole Barker
Kelsey Miller

Colorado Mountain 
College, Alpine

Carter Braet

Columbia College 
Chicago

Emma Piotrowski

Columbus College of 
Art and Design

Cassidy Buck
Samuel Gani
Joseph Jentgen
Jessica zink

Columbus State 
Community 
College

Patrick Guill
Lucas Ahlstrom
robert Brunner II
Lauren Buescher
Anthony Caradonna
Brian Cartwright
Thomas Day
Elana Diaz
Timothy Harkin
Sophia Henry
Caroline Maddex
Mackenzie McGrath
Armon Karim Namazi
Griffin Olson
Joel rieck
John Yandam
Evan zurhorst

Converse College
Ashley Copley

Cornell University
Elijah Wilt
Kai Yang

Cottey College
Madelyn Underwood

Dartmouth College
Andrea Norman

Davidson College
Justine Frerichs
Elizabeth Weldon

Denison University
Mckinly Vazquez

DePaul University
Mariel Fix
Kenneth Krouse

DePauw University
zoe Collis
Trenton Porterfield
Kyle roberts

Duke University
rachel Eastwood
Marielle rodgers

Eastern Michigan 
University

Betsy Trace

Elon University
Abigail Corrigan

Flagler College
Jillian Waltz

Gap Year
Maria Berger

Gettysburg College
Owen Dirkse

High Point 
University

Kelton Aschinger

Hillsdale College
Kirk Williams

Hocking College
William McKenzie

John Carroll 
University

Charles Greenlee
Mathis Newman

Johns Hopkins 
University

Caroline Liu
Duy Phan

kent State University
Michael Bates
Gregory Castetter

Mackenzie Chene
John Lagucki
Allison Lentz

kenyon College
Mary Dierker

Lipscomb University
Gabriella Cannone

Loyola University 
Chicago

McKenna Cotterman
Madeline Crosby
Maxwell ribar

Miami University, 
Oxford

Kristin Stephensen
Madison Baker
Margaret Callaghan
Efstratios Davayios
Katherine Evers
Alexander Griffin
Sarah Heuerman
Curtis Jepson
Kasey Keegan
Alexandra Kern
ryan Lott
Lauren Martyn
John Masters
Owen McClellan
Michael Merullo II
Mary Mollmann
Erico Montenegro
Grace Moody
Seamus Moore
Sarah Pomerants
Logan richter
Kaira Schneider
Andrew Scott
Olivia Teteris
Griffin Turnbull
Callie zimmerman

Michigan State 
University

Kathryn Schoedinger
Christopher Frey Jr.
rachel McKenzie

Montana State 
University, 
Bozeman

Benjamin Meier

Mount Carmel 
College of Nursing

John Gardikes
Alyson Swingle

Muskingum 
University

Katherine Brailer
Elizabeth Files

New York University
Gabrielle 

MacNaughton

North Dakota State 
University

Henry Worster

Northeast Ohio 
Medical University

Katherine Wu

Northeastern 
University

Olivia Van 
Benschoten

Oberlin College
zachariah reff

Ohio Christian 
University

Irene Stroh

Ohio University
Luke Albu
Alexandra Anderson
Jack Bebinger
zoey Dwiggins
Abigail Janes
Andrew Kapusta
Tobey Kegley
Alexandria Keller
Daniel Kington
Corey Machen
Sebastien Magyari
Elena Medich
Jordan Midili-Worth
Emily Miller
Taylor Neely
Hannah Panos
Katherine rapp
Lea reisch
Abbey Santa-Emma
Andrew Sarno
Grant Schneider
Mary Stillman
raymond Wilkes

Ohio Wesleyan 
University

Kyle Croxton
Isabel Taylor

Otterbein University
Brooks Mason
Logan Morales

Pacific Northwest 
College of Art

Arabella Mayrer

Pennsylvania State 
University

Samuel Biederman
zachary Newcome

Pratt Institute
Shea Stiebler

Princeton University
Minjia Tang

Purdue University
Kelsey Delehanty
Melanie McMillan
Blake reid

Rhode Island School 
of Design

Sean Garrett

Saint Mary’s College
Mara Egeler

Salon Schools Group
Victoria Bish

San Diego State 
University

Elizabeth Limotta

Santa Clara 
University

rebecca Jaskot

School of the 
Art Institute of 
Chicago

Natasha Peterson

Sewanee: The 
University of the 
South

Caroline roe

Siena Heights 
University

Lewis Hughes

Snow College
Page Harston

Swarthmore College
Cameron Marsh
Becky Tang

The Art Institute 
of Tennessee - 
Nashville

Dakota Ashton

The Road to
As high school comes to a close, the class of 2014 continues its adventures
GrAPHICS BY SHErIDAN HENDrIx, ‘14, PAGE DESIGN BY ANNA-MArIA THALASSINOS, ‘14
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The College of 
Wooster

Maxwell Taylor
Elise Waltzer

The George 
Washington 
University

Kevin Whitfield

The Ohio State 
University

Fatema Elmasry
Viktor Lillard
Spandan Shah
Juan Barros
Morgan Abbruzzese
Sena Albash
James Amann
Caroline Amling
Matthew Belz
Naomi Benatar
Gabriella Berland
Ian Briggs
Peter Bruce
Jesse Cannell
Paul Costinescu
Suvaion Das
Katherine Denune
Advait Deshmukh
Graham Devine
Joel Diener
zachary Dinsmore
Sean Duann
ruba Elzein
Anna Eversole
Emily Flitcraft
Madeline Furash
Stacy Gibson
Cecelia Glackin
Maria Grund
Harrison Heath
Sheridan Hendrix
Tanvi Kumar
Taruni Kumar
Evan Lewis
Kuanhung Lin
Andrew Little
Mitchell Luallen
reyna Lusson 
Allison Martin
Andrew McCombs
Natalie McKinney
Jack Mellon
Leah Mills
Sarah Moore
Gabriella Nicolosi
Mitchell Nini
Athena Patitsas
Steven Pidcock
John reed
zachary richards
Morgan rupp
Bridget Schodorf

Ellen Schooley
Jackson Schumacher
Matthew Skidmore
Corbin Sturgill
Kara Sturtz
Abigail Sylvester
Melanie Terez
Anna-Maria 

Thalassinos
Hannah Tomaszewski
Thomas Trace III
Kathryn Tzagournis
Paul Verdier
Nikhil Vinay
Claire Wagner
Emily Walker
zichao Wang
ziyue Wang
rachel Webber
David Williams
Abigail Wilmer
Kyle Wright
Alexander Wu
Michael zelnik
Hassan Assaf
Mary Knab
Daniel Leonard
Haakon Borstad
Sarah Davis
Erin German
Elaina Patitsas
Lucas Sencio
Gabriella Sweet
James Wagner III
Christopher Wagner

The University of 
Akron

Kyle Eppert
Astrid Guay
Michael Watkins

The University of 
Findlay

rebekkah Friske

The University of 
North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill

Eric Qian

Tyler School of Art
Gillian Mead

United States Air 
Force Academy

Brandon Jones
Benjamin White

United States Naval 
Academy

Jennifer Smith

University of 
Amsterdam

Isabelle Brooking

University of 
California at 
Berkeley

Houston Burcham

University of 
California at Santa 
Cruz

Harrison Chen

University of 
Chicago

Denise Costin

University of 
Cincinnati

Alexander Tepley
ryan Baas
Sarah Baryluk
Tyler Bergen
Jacob Blankemeyer
Thomas Brunton
Adam Ford
Katie Frizzell
Michael Sengelmann
Bryan Gardiner
Brigitta Gegenheimer
Bailey Gowins
Alexander Hutchins
TJ Kennedy
Olivia Logsdon
Michael Mitiska
Armonde Moore
zachary Owens
Shalice reilly
Edward Simpson
Ellen West
Megan Williams

University of 
Colorado at 
Boulder

Austin Fu
Bolun zhang

University of Dayton
Gabrielle Furlong
Ashley Cameron
Kerry Fry
Kaitlyn roberts

University of Florida
Megan Hall

University of 
Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign

Joseph Mitchell

University of 
kentucky

Samantha Allaire
Heidi Beck
Kelsey Bradley
Meredith Lilley
Alexandra Morrison
Ashley Murray

Joshua Shapiro
Elliot Timmons

University of 
Michigan

Tyler Hall
James Margard
Nicholas Mastruserio
Kellye McGlumphy
Katherine Stathulis

University of 
Minnesota, Twin 
Cities

Ian Bravender

University of 
Mississippi

Benjamin 
Higginbotham

University of 
North Carolina at 
Asheville

Kevin Vannatta

University of Notre 
Dame

Grace Saalman

University of 
Pittsburgh

William Edwards

University of South 
Carolina

Carsyn Hager

University of Toledo
Chiara Paradiso
Wyatt Schmitz

University of 
Vermont

Emma Johnson

Vanderbilt University
robert Dunn

Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State 
University

Kristen Allen

Wake Forest 
University

Laura Jennings
John Schuman

Washington and Lee 
University

Amanda Whalen

Washington 
University in St. 
Louis

Beniva Ganther

Wellesley College
Alaina zhang

West Virginia 
University

Joseph Bevan

Wheaton College IL
Nicholas Blazek

Wheeling Jesuit 
University

Matthew Young

Wittenberg 
University

William Brethel
Sabrina Davis
Corbin Dennis
Sean Doyle
Nicole Fracasso
Meghan McGuire
robert Prines III
Valerie richards
Hedda Samuelson
Jason Williams

Wright State 
University

Jamie Krupp
Meghan Wilson

Xavier University
John Brown

Success

Special thanks to Julie Hartfelder for 
providing this list through the Upper 
Arlington College Center.

Arlingtonian regrets any errors or inadvertent 
omissions to the Senior Destinations list.

To ensure corrections appear in the 2014 
Norwester Yearbook, please e-mail the 
Norwester staff by Monday June 4 at 
uanorwester@yahoo.com
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 Juniors (from left to right) Cole Hendrix, Austin Serif and 
Liam Campbell celebrate the success of the annual UAHS 
Film Festival on May 18. This was the first year the festival was 
held outside at the Amelita Mirolo Barn at Sunny 95 Park.

 Seniors Rachel Eastwood and Mitchell Nini celebrated 
their spring sports Senior Nights on May 6. Both teams 
won their senior nights, girl’s lacrosse against Wellington 
and baseball against Westland.

 Juniors (from left to right) Laurel Rogers, Livvy Royse, 
Caroline Mead, Katie Thompson, Megan Sengelman, 
and Caroline Buse at Prom on May 5. The theme of Prom 
was Arabian Nights.

 Seniors (from left to right) Heidi Beck, Lexie Morrison and 
Katie Schoedinger attended Senior Celebration on May 18. 
Seniors enjoyed a night of activities at Super Games.

 Seniors (from left to right) Lucas Sencio, Hayden Jochem, 
Emily Flitcraft, Joe Studley, Paul Verdier, Sheridan Hendrix and 
Mitchell Luallen sported OSU apparel at the Senior Breakfast 
on Apr. 29. Seniors wore apparel of their future college and 
enjoyed doughnuts.

PHOTO COUrTESY SHErIDAN HENDrIx

PHOTO COUrTESY rACHEL EASTWOOD

PAGE DESIGN BY SHErIDAN HENDrIx, ’14

UA students enjoy their last month of school  
as seniors celebrate the next chapter

Student Snapshots

PHOTO COUrTESY COLE HENDrIxPHOTO BY SHErIDAN HENDrIx
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At the Dublin and Polaris 
Krispy Kreme students of all 
ages can earn one free donut per 
A, for a total of up to six donuts.  
According to Assistant Manager 
of Krispy Kreme Sheri Clark, the 
donuts can be picked up during 
any time of year and any type of 
donut can be selected.  

PHOTOS COUrTESY KrISPY KrEME WEBSITE

PHOTOS COUrTESY CHErYL’S WEBSITE

Earning A's can get students free treats 
from local restaurants

sweet rewards
BY SArAH SHrOYEr, ’15

Ever since May 27, 2007 Cheryl&Co. 
has been offering students the Cookies 
for As program. Students in kindergarten 
through high school can receive free 
Cheryl’s cookies for earning an A, or 
the highest grade on the grading scale. 
Over $1,000,000 worth of cookies have 
been given to school children since the 
beginning of the program. With choices 
ranging from brownies to frosted salted 
caramel cookies, there are plenty of 
delicious incentives to earn an A.  

You have purchased or plan to 
purchase a copy of BARE, the 
high school’s arts magazine.

Summer reading is a worthwhile 
experience.

You look forward to free food at 
grad parties this spring.

80%

DATA FOR THIS YAY OR NAY COMPILED THROUGH A VOLUNTARY SURVEY OF THE 
STUDENT BODY.

You think younger kids misuse 
social media.

You plan to attend the Ohio State 
Fair this summer.

Facebook is a good tool for finding 
a college roommate.

74%

Graduating early is a good idea 
for those who wish to begin their 
college career sooner.

67%

47%

78%

The class of 2014 will be missed.

50%

38%

59%

80% YAY, 8% NAY, 12% UNDECIDED

27% YAY, 59% NAY, 14% UNDECIDED

50% YAY, 15% NAY, 35% UNDECIDED

74% YAY, 9% YAY, 17% UNDECIDED

47% YAY, 30% NAY, 23% UNDECIDED

38% YAY, 29% NAY, 33% UNDECIDED

12% YAY, 67% NAY, 21% UNDECIDED

78% YAY, 16% NAY, 6% UNDECIDED

YAY Or NAY COMPILED BY KIMMY SULLIVAN
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BY SArAH SHrOYEr, ’15

Interesting statistics about the class of 2014

seniors by numbers

MAY

447

29
The last day of school for 

seniors. The graduation ceremony 
takes place on June 8.

50.3
The percent of the senior class 

that are females.

33
The percent of the senior 

class that is going out of state for 
college. This number is based on 
the students who turned in their 
college forms to the guidance 
office.

The number of students in the 
UAHS senior class.

The number of seniors who have 
signed letters of intent to play a 
sport in college.

22

318
The number of seniors who have 

a designated parking spot at UAHS.

49.7
The percent of the senior class 

that are males.

67
The percent of the senior class 

that is staying in Ohio for college.  
This number is based on the 
students who turned in their college 
forms to the guidance office.

370

The number of seniors who 
attended junior/senior prom this 
year.  The theme this year was 
Arabian Nights.

2
The number of students who 

are taking a gap year instead of 
attending college next year.  This 
number is based on the students 
who turned in their college forms to 
the guidance office.

GrAPHIC COUrTESY WIKIPEDIA
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GrAPHICS BY TJ KENNEDY
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Where Dance is the  
Ultimate Expression

REGISTER  
for Summer 

Classes & Camps 
TODAY!

suMMer 
classes 

start 
June 9!

1152 k E N N Y C E N T R E M A L L •  CO LU M B U S , O H  43220 •  614.313.3773 •  k E L LY@ k S T U D I O DA N C E .CO M •  W W W. k S T U D I O DA N C E .CO M

real estate opportunity
Jeffrey T. Keller
keller@reopohio.com

2246 s. haMilton rd., suite 101
coluMbus, oh 43232

(614) 501-4444
• CommerCIAl SAleS

• properTy 
mAnAGemenT

• leASInG And 
ConSTruCTIon 
ServICeS

Q: What are your responsibilities as the lead editor?
Dieker: As editors, Disha and I manage everything. We basically make sure 
that the book comes together on time, and that it maintains its beauty. We 
set guidelines and make sure that everything is running smoothly and in a 
timely manner.

Shidam: We are responsible for fundraising, editing the [literature], creating the 
ladder [layout] for the magazine, and making final decisions on submissions.

Q: has this year gone according to plan in terms of assignments 
and getting them done?
Dieker: I believe that this year has gone pretty well. We are really organized 
this year which is amazing because we struggled with that a little bit last year. 
However, we also have an incredible staff, and a superb advisor, Ms. Volksen.

Shidam: I would say, yes. We have kept to our schedule and the process of 
creating BARE has been going steadily this year.

Q: What has been the biggest challenge so far?
Dieker: I think the biggest challenge we’ve had this year was making final 
decisions on submissions. This is always a challenge because we have to 
make sure that the pieces look good together, and that they go along with 
the literature pieces as well.

Shidam: The biggest challenge so far has probably been getting the design 

process started. We had a lot of trouble with repeating artists, so for a while we 
were just trying to sort through more submissions— looking for artists and 
writers that had been overlooked during the submission review process.

Q: Is there anything you wish had happened differently this year?
Dieker: If I could change anything, I would probably try to do more 
fundraisers. Unfortunately, money is a vital part of this magazine. We need 
money to get BARE to the printer.

Shidam: Not really. In comparison to last year, we were much more 
organized with our time and our BArE meetings. Also, we tried to include 
the BARE staff as much as we could when last year the staff really only 
participated in the submission selections. I think the one thing we could 
have worked on more this year is fundraising.

Q: What has been the best or most fun part of working on the 
BARE staff?
Dieker: The best part of working on the bare staff for me is looking through 
the submissions. I’m always impressed with the artistic talent that the 
students have to offer.

Shidam: The best part of working on BARE is seeing the magazine finally 
come together with all the combined work of the staff and editors! It’s kind 
of a magical process— once you start seeing the spreads in InDesign, you 
realize that the magazine is truly going to come to life and ... be enjoyed by 
the entire high school population. 

uahs publications at a glance

BY MELANIE TErEz, ‘14

Editors-in-Chief of BARE Literary Magazine Disha Shidam and Olivia Dieker reflect on their 
work as the year draws to a close
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I am a staff writer. I am the youngest in the 
group, but feel part of the family. The bonds 
I have created with the other staff members 
has grown over the year and I hope continues 
to. I enjoy broadcasting mine and others’ 
words to thousands of students each month 
on different issues.

inside arlingtonian
A look behind the scenes of the UAHS student-run newsmagazine 
BY JANE ESKILDSEN, ‘15 AND ANNA-MArIA THALASSINOS, ’14

Hands-on journalism experience and 
treasured friendships have made my time 
on the Arlingtonian staff very valuable. As 
Editor-in-chief I organize and manage 
each of the 10 issues throughout the year. I 
will be continuing my journalism interest at 
Miami University in the fall.

Arlingtonian is my favorite period of the 
day and I love being news editor. Each issue 
I write and/or lay out briefs, which can be 
tedious but fun. At the beginning of the 
year, I really didn’t know what kind of role 
Arlingtonian would have in my academic 
life. Now I love it and I cannot wait for 
another year!

Kimmy Sullivan

Melanie TerezJane Eskildsen

Anna-Maria 
Thalassinos

Maria Grund

Sarah Shroyer

Lindsey MeredithHashem Anabtawi 

Hannah Benson Kelly Chian

Ella Koscher

Grace Moody

As copy editor I edit stories as well as 
doing the contents page. My favorite 
part is hearing everyone’s story ideas 
and all the creative topics that our staff 
comes up with. I will not be pursuing 
journalism next year but it was a unique 
experience I’ll never forget.

I am features editor. Being able to express my 
thoughts through opinion articles as well as 
share the news in other articles is incredible. 
It’s great to see my own work in a publication 
distributed in the school. I’m considering 
pursuing photojournalism in the future to 
explore the more artistic side of journalism.

As co-spotlight editor, I edit the Spotlight 
stories. One of my favorite things about 
being part of the Arlingtonian staff has been 
seeing each published magazine for the first 
time. I am majoring in Communications at 
Ohio State this fall, and I am considering a 
minor in journalism.

I am the sports editor for Arlingtonian. I 
put together Captains’ Corner for each 
issue and edit other sports related stories.   
I love seeing the stories I have written 
published, but my favorite part would have 
to be working together with all the other 
members of our really fun staff.

I’m the op/ed editor so I edit the Op/
Ed stories. I also write different types 
of stories and conduct interviews for 
Trending Topics. My favorite part of 
being part of Arlingtonian is hanging out 
with all the cool kids on staff.

I was chosen as a staff writer this year. I 
didn’t even know what journalism was a year 
ago and now I’m writing for Ohio’s best 
newsmagazine. This year was awesome and 
I pushed myself to become one of the big 3 
editors next year. Arlingtonian is an awesome 
place to be and I’m glad to be a part of it.

I’m a staff writer, and I write a wide variety 
of stories. I want to pursue creative writing in 
the future, and I love writing of any kind, so 
I’m doing Arlingtonian to get more writing 
experience. Seeing my name in print is grand 
and everyone on the staff is very fun.

I am co-spotlight editor with Melanie. 
The two of us edit the spotlight story 
at the end of each rotation. This year 
has been such a learning and growing 
experience for me and I cannot wait until 
next year to make even more memories. 

As managing editor, I edit drafts of every 
story, create the ladder for each issue, as 
well as collaborate with the arts staff to do 
the cover. Being a part of Arlingtonian for 
the past two years has developed so many 
amazing friendships with the other members 
on staff that I’m so grateful for.
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arlingtonian 2014-15 staff

Managing editor
Hashem Anabtawi

Co-Editors in Chief
Jane Eskildsen 

Ella koscher

Features co-editors
Jenny Jiao
kimmy Sullivan

news editor
Ellise Shafer

op/ed editor
Sarah Shroyer

sports editor
kelly Chian

spotlight  
co-editors
Owen Auch
Miriam Alghothani

staff Writers
Hannah Benson

Becina Ganther
Maeve O’Brien
Molly Quinn
Sam Rice 
Sari Royer

arts editor
Sasha Dubson

Photojournalists
Emma Ballou
Daniel Casey
Megan Wheeler
katherine Wilburn

business Manager
Miriam Alghothani

ads editor
Joe Levitt

Alex Keller

Miriam Alghothani

TJ Kennedy

Kota Ashton

Sasha Dubson

Sheridan Hendrix

I am the business manager for 
Arlingtonian, controlling the financial 
aspect of the publication. Arlingtonian is 
paid for by staff ad sales and is provided 
free of charge to all students. I love my 
part in Arlingtonian because I get to 
ensure our publication gets published.

Being a photographer for Arlingtonian was 
such a great experience. It helped ready me 
to pursue my major in photojournalism 
next year at The Art Institute of Tennessee-
Nashville. I loved being able to capture 
a story within a single image. It’s such a 
great feeling of accomplishment to see 
something you worked so hard on, be 
published in a well-respected magazine.

As arts editor, I make sure our issues are just 
as aesthetically pleasing as they are great to 
read. My position includes assigning stories 
to the photographers and graphic artists, 
taking and editing pictures, creating layouts 
and spreads for stories and helping out with 
any odds and ends art needs. Arlingtonian 
has inspired me to explore the design side 
of publications as I pursue photojournalism 
next year at OSU.

I was honored to be a photographer on 
Arlingtonian this year. The best part about 
it is to have an opportunity to share my 
ideas and views with the whole high school 
through my art and other art members’ art. 
Seeing my photos in Arlingtonian feels too 
good to be true.

I am the graphics editor for the staff. I’m 
best known for the editorial cartoons but 
also do the graphs and graphics. It’s a 
pretty relaxed job and I enjoy it a lot.

I’m a staff writer. So I write. A lot. It’s fun, 
sometimes. Fun enough that I’m studying 
it at Ohio University next year. The people 
here are pretty cool too. I wouldn’t have 
wanted to spend this last year stressing 
over story deadlines with anybody else. So 
enjoy the rest of the issue and Go Bears.

Row 1: sophomore Kelly Chian (left), seniors Kota Ashton, Sheridan Hendrix, Maria Grund, 
Alex Keller, Melanie Terez and Grace Moody. Row 2: juniors Kimmy Sullivan (left), Ella Koscher, 
Hashem Anabtawi, Jane Eskildsen, senior TJ Kennedy, juniors Hannah Benson, Miriam 
Alghothani and senior Anna-Maria Thalassinos. Not pictured: juniors Sarah Shroyer and 
Lindsey Meredith.
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Can you match the UA senior with their baby picture?

#throwback thursday
ANSWErS: MITCHELL LUALLEN (BABY #5), ANNE  GUTTrIDGE (BABY #7), JILL WALTz (BABY #6), LUCAS SENCIO (BABY #2), zAC rICHArDS (BABY #8), KArLA JEGGLE (BABY #1), KELSEY BrADLEY (BABY #4), AND AUSTIN FU (BABY #3)

Mitchell Luallen Anne Guttridge

Jill Waltz Lucas Sencio

Zac Richards Karla Jeggle

Kelsey Bradley Austin Fu

BABY #1 BABY #2

BABY #3 BABY #4

BABY #5 BABY #6

BABY #7 BABY #8



spring has sprung. The air is warm, the 
birds are chirping, and nearly every high 

school student is dreaming sweet dreams of 
vacant school hallways and sleeping until 
ungodly hours of the afternoon. Before we 
know it, we’ll find ourselves in suburban 
backyards, wearing sundresses and button-
downs, holding paper plates weighed down 
with pasta salad and Giant Eagle cake and 
making awkward, college-related small 
talk with parents of friends we don’t hang 
out with anymore– that’s right, we’ll find 
ourselves at graduation parties for our 
beloved seniors. For those of us who aren’t 
graduating within the next few weeks, 
graduation parties may yield an important 
realization: perhaps, while flipping through 
scrapbooks of childhood pictures and 
sipping room temperature Arnold Palmer, 
we’ll realize that come next August, we’ll 
be making the next step in our high school 
careers. Freshmen will become sophomores; 
sophomores, juniors; and the junior class will 
take the place of this year’s seniors.

Though this realization seems trivial, it’s 
an important concept to come to terms with. 

This year’s seniors have been leaders in just 
about every way possible. They’ve helped us 
survive brutally difficult classes. They’ve led 
us to victory (or graceful defeat) as captains 
of our sports teams, and helped us put on 
extraordinary productions and concerts. 
They’ve filled the first 10 rows of the Marv 
every football Friday night, ready to support 
the bears no matter the outcome. They’ve 
supported us as friends. 
Whether they knew it or 
not, these seniors have been 
guiding us and teaching 
us the ropes. Now, as the 
seniors prepare to take the 
biggest step of their lives, 
it’s time for the rest of us to 
step up to the plate.

High school consists 
of four short years– that’s 
it. Though there’s a large 
percentage of the student 
body who would admit 
they can’t wait to get out 
of here, it’s safe to say most 
of us want to remember high school as an 
enjoyable experience. And it’ll be over in the 
blink of an eye; one day far too soon you’ll 

look down at your paper plate and realize it’s 
your own graduation cake you’re shoveling 
into your mouth. 

So, as this year comes to a close and 
we watch our senior friends toss their 
caps in the air, let’s take the opportunity 
to reflect on our own lives. This coming 
year can be the best yet, if we decide 
to make it. Juniors, it’s time to become 

seniors and lead others as 
previous seniors have led us. 
Sophomores, congratulations! 
You’re no longer the most 
disliked grade in the school. 
Freshmen... well, good luck.

 So go to dances, musicals, 
band concerts, sporting 
events; only for a few years 
will you be able to see your 
own classmates doing what 
they do best. Appreciate 
your teachers; even if they 
get moody when you turn 
in homework a week late, 
they’re here for you. Love 

your friends; you might be telling your kids 
about them someday. We only experience 
high school once, so let’s make it last.

BY KIMMY SULLIVAN, ‘15

Make it last
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comfort zone. In the scheme of things, 
roommates are a small aspect of the 
college experience.

Having the school you will attend 
select a “random” roommate based on 
your housing questionnaire answers 
could still very well pair you with 
someone who you have little to nothing 

in common with. I 
strongly believe that it’s 
healthy to have friends 
of different backgrounds 
and interests, but frankly, 
it would be very difficult 
to live with someone you 
have absolutely nothing 
in common with for an 
entire school year.

I have already met my 
two roommates through 
Facebook. The three of us 
compared various aspects 
of our lives and found 
that we have a lot in 

common, but we have our differences, too. 
Also in her article, Hoyt claims that 

“‘weeding out’ potential individuals as 
roommates via Facebook begins to sour 

the entire process.” 
This could not be more false. Finding 

my roommates over Facebook has made 
me so much more excited and much less 
nervous for college. We have already 
talked about how we might decorate 
our dorm, had conversations about our 
favorite TV shows, and are already excited 
for the football and basketball games. 
Through the OSU class of 2018 Facebook 
group, I have also talked with people who 
are in my same Scholars Program, and 
others who are simply incoming OSU 
students like myself. 

Meeting fellow students before 
classes begin, I would argue, is even 
more beneficial at a big school such as 
OSU. Developing friendships shrinks 
the community and make its size of the 
school less intimidating.

Rooming with someone who shares 
some of your interests does not mean 
you are unwilling to leave your comfort 
zone. Going to college is a huge step, and 
meeting the people you will live with for 
that next year definitely reduces the stress 
of going further out of our comfort zones 
than we ever have before.   

Meeting roommates through 
Facebook eases the 
transition of going 

to college, but going off 
to college is still largely a 
venture into the unknown.

In her article “Future 
College Roommates and 
Facebook” on FastWeb.
com, Elizabeth Hoyt 
argues that finding 
roommates via Facebook 
“actually defeats the 
purpose of leaving 
comfort zones to bond 
with other students over 
college experiences.”

There are several issues with this 
statement. Going off to college on 
its own is a massive milestone in 
one’s life, and a huge step out of one’s 

the roommate search
Finding roommates over 
Facebook enhances the 
college experience

BY  MELANIE TErEz, ‘14



technology is becoming more and 
more common in today’s society. 
Most people don’t just have a 

phone but instead a 
handheld gateway to the 
rest of the world. Seeing 
a teenager with a laptop 
is nothing out of the 
ordinary, and it’s almost 
expected that most 
households have some 
sort of gaming device or 
at least a tablet. 

However, something 
most people (primarily 
teenagers) would 
agree on is that too 
many young children 
are misusing technology. Yes, this 
means the fourth-graders who already 
have an iPhone and are spamming 
everyone with their constant updates 
on Instagram. Their selfies are not cute; 
they’re annoying.

Most teenagers whip out 
the “when I was that young...” 
defense and then proceed to 

rant about how they had to carry a 
Nokia or some other sad excuse for a 
cell phone. 

But really, why should 
some third-grader have 
a nicer phone than me 
when they aren’t even 
using it correctly? It is 
a little bit annoying to 
come to the realization 
that your technology has 
been outdone by a little 
kid. Especially one with 
the bio “Starbucks is 
life”–Are they even old 
enough to drink coffee? 

These little kids don’t 
act their age. Duckfaces 

are not appropriate for anyone, let 
alone a 12-year-old, and we can tell 
when your “candid” shots are staged. 
Don’t even get me started on your 
“love of Starbucks.” But really, where 

did they learn all these horrific social 
media faux pas? Let’s start with the 
newsfeed of almost any highschooler–
after all, imitation is the best form of 
flattery, right? 

Although their constant selfies and 
status updates can get annoying, does 
anyone ever really use social media 
correctly? I don’t care what you had 
for breakfast, lunch and dinner. I don’t 
need to know what you’re doing every 
hour of every day, and I certainly don’t 
need to know who you’re mad at right 
now (just a tip, but social media isn’t 
the place to work out your problems). 

High school students need to cut 
younger kids some slack, they're not 
trying to be a bother on purpose. 
They might get annoying but they 
just want to fit in and if you look at 
any highschooler's newsfeed they’re 
essentially copying us– I still don’t care 
that you got Starbucks. So the next time 
you bash a little kid for posting a selfie 
on Sunday, check your own account and 
make sure you didn’t post one first. 

BY MArIA GrUND, ’14

second grade selfies

i knew the end of the school year was 
quickly approaching. I knew that 
graduation was right around the 

corner. But it didn’t fully dawn 
on me that my years at UAHS 
were coming to a close until I 
was handed a bright yellow slip 
of paper in AP Lit asking me to 
describe the past four years in four 
words or a phrase for Norwester. 

I sat in my seat dumbfounded. 
How could I possibly reduce high 
school to a mere four words? So 
much has happened to me in that 
time period that I probably couldn’t 
even cover it all in an essay. There 
was just so many aspects of high 
school that I could cover, from 
my hilarious times with friends, to 
the hardships of academic study, to my 
rewarding years of tennis.

I didn’t want to create a quote 
underneath my senior picture that only 
covered one part of high school. High 
school has been so much more than just 

four years of my life. It 
has been the long nights 
of studying and stress, 

the tests I aced, the tests I practically 
failed and the friendships and memories 
that I have made that will last a lifetime. 

High school has 
been the moments 
where I have found 
myself crying from 
pure happiness 
while laughing my 
heart out and the 
moments where I 
have never felt so 
low. From all of 
my achievements, 
disappointments, 
heartbreak, late 
night study 
sessions and a vast 
array of awkward 
moments, high 

school has molded me into the person 
I am today, the person who is about to 
stand before her class for one last time, 
dressed in a cap and gown. 

High school has been quite an 

experience, to say the least. I admit, I’m 
nervous to start college due to my irrational 
fear of not making a solid group of friends 
and getting a psychopath as a roommate; 
however, I’m greeting this daunting 
change with open arms. I may be closing 
one chapter of my life by graduating high 
school, but I’m welcoming so many more 
chapters of good memories and a plethora 
of opportunities for the future. If high 
school is as good as it’s going to get, then 
life would be pretty miserable.  

Leaving Veteran’s Memorial June 8 
with a diploma in my hand will surely 
be bittersweet knowing that come fall I 
won’t be seeing the same faces I’ve seen 
for the past 18 years on a daily basis. 
But that diploma will represent my high 
school career, both the successes and the 
struggles. However, along with the tears 
in my eyes will be a smile on my face, 
because I’ll know that this is only the 
beginning. Just like the Semisonic song 
in the movie Friends with Benefits, “every 
new beginning comes from some other 
beginning’s end.” And that left me with 
my four letter phrase for Norwester, “It’s 
only the beginning.” 

it’s only the beginning

BY ANNA-MArIA 
THALASSINOS, ’14

  

m ay  2 9 ,  2 0 1 43 0

Op/Ed



3 1m ay  2 9 ,  2 0 1 4

Op/Ed

What has been your favorite 
part of senior year?

What are your summer break 
plans?

What TV show are you happy 
about being renewed?

“ I’m really  happy The 
Mindy Project was 
renewed.”

Junior  Emma Dorfman

“I’d have to say every 
moment with the band 
was my favorite part of 
the  year. “

Senior Michael Zelnick

“I’m planning on 
reading The Bully 
Pulpit by Doris kearns 
Goodwin.”

Sophomore Charlie Mitchell

“I’m doing Vacation 
Bible School at 
my church and in 
July I’m going on a 
cruise.”

Freshman Laura Jeggle

INTErVIEWS CONDUCTED BY LINDSEY MErEDITH

What book are you planning on 
reading for summer reading?

it’s the season of crushing disappointment 
and interminable joy. One by one, 
television networks are releasing their 

renewal scorecards after the 2013-14 
television season. Some shows remain “on 
the bubble” (for those of you who haven’t 
spent the last few
weeks obsessively Googling 
your favorites, that means its 
future is still uncertain). 
Networks were particularly 
harsh on freshmen shows this 
year. Only 13 of the 47 new 
series introduced this season 
by major networks will be 
returning next year. 

Most of the networks’ 
choices this time around 
were predictable––for 
example, FOX choosing to 
save New Girl over Raising Hope despite 
the former’s decline in quality––but there 
were still some surprises. The X Factor was 
cancelled due to Simon Cowell’s return 
to the original UK version. American Idol, 
however, was renewed for a fourteenth 
season despite its significant ratings drop. 

Last year, FOX’s Glee was renewed for a 
sixth and final season, though many believe 
the show has long since declined. FOX’s 
freshman sitcom, Brooklyn Nine-Nine, was 
a critical success. The network has paired 
it with its floundering Seth MacFarlane-
helmed show Dads in an effort to keep the 
latter afloat, but widespread criticism and 
pathetic ratings made it difficult to justify a 
renewal. While Brooklyn was renewed for a 

second season, Dads was recently cancelled. 
Along with it went fellow freshman sitcoms 
Surviving Jack and Enlisted.

Pitch Perfect star Rebel Wilson was 
rumored to pitch a reboot for her sinking 
sitcom, Super Fun Night, to ABC. 

However, the network 
recently declared her 
sitcom cancelled. ABC 
announced its first 
batch of renewals and 
cancellations on May 8. 
The first shows to go were 
freshman comedies Trophy 
Wife and Mixology.

Popular Netflix drama 
Orange is the New Black 
has been renewed through 
season three. Another 
Netflix hit, House of Cards, 
has been renewed for a 

third season. Unfortunately for fans, this 
season will not launch until mid-2015 due 
to a tax conflict between its producers and 
the state of Maryland. 

NBC’s Community––which boasts rave 
reviews and a devoted online fanbase but 
has never attracted mainstream attention––
was cancelled after five seasons. Amy 
Poehler’s sitcom, Parks and Recreation, was 
renewed for a seventh and final season. 
NBC decided to save on-the-bubble drama 
Parenthood for an abbreviated sixth and 
final season. 

After the series finale of CBS hit How I 
Met Your Mother, the network has chosen 2 
Broke Girls to fill its time slot. 

COUrTESY OF VULTUrE..COM

Melissa Fumero, Andy Samberg and Andre Braugher as Amy Santiago, Jake Peralta and Raymond Holt on FOx’s 
renewed freshman sitcom Brooklyn Nine-Nine. The show was one of only 13 renewed freshman efforts.

BY HANNAH BENSON, ‘15

renew or re-no
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