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Arlingtonian is a student-produced 
newsmagazine published approximately every four 
weeks by the Journalism III-A students at Upper 
Arlington High School. The publication has been 
established as a public forum for student expression 
and for the discussion of issues of concern to its 
audience. It will not be reviewed or restrained by 
school officials prior to publication or distribution.

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student 
expression, the editorial board, which consists of 
the staff’s editors, will determine the content of the 
newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore, 
material may not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
policies of Upper Arlington school officials. 

The views stated in editorials represent that 
of a majority of the editorial board. No single 
member of the editorial board can be held 
responsible for editorial content decisions. Signed 
columns or reviews represent only the opinion 
of the author.

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, 
guest columns and news releases from faculty, 
administrators, community residents, students 
and the general public. The Arlingtonian editorial 

board reserves the right to withhold a letter 
or column and return it for more information 
if it determines the piece contains items of 
unprotected speech as defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters and columns 
meeting the above criteria will be posted in full on 
the Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.
com for a minimum of four weeks. Arlingtonian 
and its staff will strive to publish only legally 
protected speech following the legal definitions 
for libel, obscenity and invasion of privacy. 

The staff will also refrain from printing 
stories that create a material disruption of school 
activities. Because the Arlingtonian staff will 
determine content of the publication, it will 
therefore also take complete legal and financial 
responsibility for what is printed. Arlingtonian will 
not avoid publishing a story solely on the basis of 
possible dissent or controversy.

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all 
printing and production costs through advertising 
sales, donations and fundraisers.

The editor or co-editors shall interpret and 
enforce this editorial policy.

Thank you to our Donors!
Arlingtonian is provided free to all students and staff with  
contributions from the generous people and businesses below

Arlingtonian Editorial Policy

letter from the editor

Dear readers,
With the recent repeal of DOMA, a federal law 

enabling states to refuse same-sex marriage and 
13 states, not including Ohio, legalizing same-
sex marriage, homosexuality is a topic that will 
undoubtedly be part of our future. Homosexuality 
among Christians is a concept that is explored by 
writers Jane Eskildsen and Hannah Benson in this 
issue’s Spotlight story, “Breaking the Holy Barrier,” 
found on page 14.

Throughout the article, Jane and Hannah 
discuss Pope Francis’ stance on the subject and 
look further into gay marriage, gay adoption, and 
homosexuality in general within not only the 
Catholic church, but also the Christian faith. The 
two were able to speak with junior Anna Smoot 
and senior John Lagucki about the topic. Smoot 
and Lagucki are LGBT students who were willing 

to share their stories about coming out and their 
hopes for the future.

With Francis’ recent public stance on the topic 
and the growing number of same-sex marriage 
states in the United States, the controversy of 
gay marriage has become questionable for many 
Christians. Francis recently said, “If someone is 
gay and he searches for the Lord and has good 
will, who am I to judge?” Despite this, he then 
went on to say that he disapproves of same-sex 
marriage and same-sex adoption. Some are in 
agreement with him and the Catholic Church, 
while others continue to support the acceptance of 
everyone, regardless of their sexuality.

So which of these sides is correct? Should 
Christians accept gay marriage and still claim 
to follow God’s laws or should those wanting 
to marry their significant other of the same sex 
follow the Bible? While I know this is a thought-
provoking topic, I hope respectful discussion can 
be created with this story. 

This issue also features a not to be missed guest 
letter from principal Ryan McClure. Found on 
page 30, this letter discusses the excellence of 
UAHS and McClure’s hopes to communicate 
that excellence through a school motto. McClure 
recommends that students participate in the 
voting of a school motto and emphasizes his hopes 
for strong pride among the Golden Bears. Echoing 
McClure’s hopes, I urge each and every one of 
you to participate in voting for a motto that can 
represent our school in a positive light.  

Arlingtonian Editor in Chief
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	‘TWICE	AS	NICE’
Two homecoming queens crowned

On oct. 4, the annual upper arlington 
homecoming football game was held, 

where seniors Hannah Tomaszewski and Anna 
Eversole tied for the title of homecoming queen.

“this was the 12th year i’ve been involved,” 
social studies teacher Kim Brown, a 
homecoming coordinator said. “it was a dead 
tie... the coordinators all agreed it’s twice as nice!”

this year, around 30 percent of students per 
grade voted. 

tomaszewski was surprised by her 
nomination and the final election results. she 

said her friendship with eversole is unchanged 
because of the results.

“she really deserves it,”  tomaszewski said. 
“both of us are excited for each other.”

similar to tomaszewski, eversole was not 
expecting to even be a candidate. eversole 
was humbled by her nomination and title.

“a homecoming queen isn’t based on 
popularity,” she said. “it should be girls who are nice 
and caring, not just trying to claim a crown.”

by J-I student Jordan Spychalski, ‘15

	PURSUIT	OF	ExCELLENCE
Community experiences  
National Merit Semi-Finalist spike

18 students were named national Merit 
semi-Finalists, the highest number in 

four years. students achieved this status by 
scoring in the 99th percentile on the Psat.

surpassing previous years’ numbers show 
an overall progression of academic excellence 
within the school. there was a 50 percent 
increase from last year’s 12 semi-finalists.

“i would say it is a spike for sure,” senior 
semi-finalist Ziyue Wang said. “More and more 
students are taking harder and harder classes.”

a more competitive school environment, 
combined with personal ambition contributes 
to the increased number of national Merit 
semi-finalists.

“i do think [each class] has become more 
and more competitive,”  wang said. “For me, i’d 
like to say it’s been more the idea of finding 
my limits that pushed me along.”

by J-I student Jenny Jiao, ‘16

	HAxTON	REGATTA
Annual crew event has roots in 
tragedy, overcoming obstacles

This saturday, oct. 26, crew will end its fall 
season by hosting the haxton regatta at 

griggs reservoir. this event is named in honor 
of UA alum Blake Haxton, a former crew 
member, whose tragic and sudden contraction of 
necrotizing fasciitis in 2008 took both of his legs. 

“what i decided to do was to try and set 
up some highly competitive event that would 
honor the kind of spirit that blake has,” coach 
Chris Swartz said. “it’s a unique kind of spirit, 
he’s a unique individual, and he always will be.”

haxton continues to coach the rowers at 
practices whenever possible, swartz said.

“it’s an inspiration to the guys because 
blake’s such an easy-going guy, and he cares 
so much about the kids,” swartz said.

Sophomore rower Patrick Ibba said haxton 
has inspired him not only in crew, but also in life.

“he’s motivated me to try harder at 
everything i do,” ibba said. 

Following haxton’s experience in 2008, 
swartz noticed an increase in rowers. 

one such athlete is senior captain John 
Masters, who looks forward to leading his team 
during the more competitive spring season.

“[crew] is just so different from everything else,” 
he said. “i mean, you’re on the water, and nobody 
else does what we do, and i think that makes it 
[one of] the hardest sports at the high school.” 

by J-I student Ellise Shafer, ‘17

I n - b r I e f

Senior homecoming queens Hannah Tomaszewski 
and Anna Eversole flank senior homecoming king 
Noah Spielman. It’s uncommon for UA to have two 
homecoming queens in one year.

Photo by sheridan hendrix

CORRECTION
the sept. 27 issue of Arlingtonian incorrectly 
named the writers of two news briefs.
Sophomore London Byas wrote “traffic stops: 
ua police increases its patrol around uahs.” 
Sophomore Katrina Mulligan wrote “in the 
know reloads.” Arlingtonian regrets these errors. 

COUNSELING	AT	CAmP
Selection, responsibilities revealed

The annual excitement of packing up one’s 
belongings and packing away school for a 

week recently hit the high school once again 
with sixth grade camp. Juniors and seniors took a 
three-day hiatus from their courses to guide sixth 
graders through hiking, learning and singing 
camp songs. however, the selection process of 
these counselors has not been well understood. 

Science teacher Frank Tuttle, who 

oversees the counselor selection process, said 
applicants’  names are shared with the high 
school faculty members and middle school 
camp directors to see which people they 
trust with sixth graders.

after that culling process, tuttle said 
he, “literally pulled [names] out of a large 
beaker” to give everybody an even chance. 

“we’ve always tried to make the selection 
process as fair as possible,” tuttle said. 

once selected, counselors have 
a number of responsibilities, junior 
counselor Connor Peters said. Peters’ 
responsibilities included keeping the sixth 
graders in his cabin safe, making sure 
they enjoyed themselves and helping the 
teachers teach the kids. 

tuttle listed his responsibilities as leading 
hikes, being a contact for high school 

counselors, overseeing the affairs of camp, 
telling bad jokes and singing loudly. Most of 
his work is pre-camp, he said.

the activities that occurred throughout 
camp ranged from cooking to hiking to 
initiatives for team building. 

Peters described his most difficult time 
at camp as being unable to sleep in his 
uncomfortable bed, but the real challenge 
being the makeup work he has to complete 
since his return to school. 

by J-I student Sam Rice, ‘15

Counselors take a break from a stream study with 
their sixth grade groups. Junior Tyler Holsopple and 
seniors Emma Johnson, Joel Diener, Ryan Baas, Annika 
Wachtman and Andi Norman led students on four hikes 
during the three-day experience.

Photo by carol heMMerly

The crew team holds regular practices on the Scioto 
River during both fall and spring seasons. UA crew hosts 
the Haxton Regatta this Saturday at Griggs Reservoir.

Photo by sasha dubson



by sarah shroyer, ’15 and
lindsey Meredith, ‘15

F rom algae to sig figs, UAHS’s new 
Science Lab can help students with 
all science courses offered. The 

Science Lab is located on the second 
floor of the LC across from Math 
Lab. There are teachers ready to help 
students every class period throughout 
the school day. 

According to Biology teacher Bret 
Cuthbert, this is the first year that the 
Science Lab has been open.

“[The science department] 
talked about it for several years 
before, [but] this was the first year we 
could actually get it up and running,” 
Cuthbert said.

According to Physics and Physical 
Science teacher Jeff Schuster, the 
planning for the Science Lab involved 
the input of many science teachers and 
Emilie Greenwald.

“The science teachers had talked about 
it before. Mrs. Greenwald said, ‘let’s 

do it,’ so it was a collaborative effort,” 
Schuster said.

According to Cuthbert, the Science 
Lab gives students the opportunity to 
come in and receive additional help 
if they are unable to go and see their 

teacher. Students can get a pass and go to 
ask questions and review certain concepts.

According to Schuster, the Science 
Lab is also helpful for teachers.  

“It gives us an opportunity to set aside 
time to work with students. We certainly 
desire to help our students individually, 
and during the typical school day it’s hard 
to find that time.  But when it’s built into 
our schedules it can be helpful for us,” 

Schuster said.
Sophomore Madison Clark is 

currently taking biology. She has gone to 
the Science Lab to get help with many of 
her assignments.

 “Science Lab is definitely helpful like 
Math Lab and WIW are. You 
get help even if your teacher 
is not available during the 
period,” Clark said. 

Junior Ryan Querry is 
currently taking chemistry and 
finds the Science Lab helpful 
as well.

“There is a lot of math involved 
in chemistry, but the Science 

Lab is more helpful than Math Lab for my 
questions,” Querry said.

Although the Science Lab is new this 
year, many students plan to use it in the 
future. Clark plans on using the lab as the 
year progresses. 

  “Science Lab helps me figure out 
problems from our class,” Clark said.“It is also 
a good place to get your science questions 
answered and your homework done.” 

The Science Lab opened this year for all students who need help with science homework. The Science Lab is open every class period with teachers offering help to students.

Helium, Hydrogen, Help!
The newest addition to the  LC offers assistance to students

Photo illustration by sasha dubson

‘‘ Science lab is 
definitely helpful like 

Math Lab and WIW are.  You 
get help even if your teacher is 
not there during the period.”

Sophomore Madison Clark

5o c to b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 1 3

news

2140 Tremont Center
UA, Ohio 43221

MONDAY - SATURDAY
8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

SUNDAY
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ProduceMeats
Groceries



o c to b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 1 36

news

by ella koscher, ’15

It is that June day many students 
anticipate. The day they can show 
off the cords draped around their 

necks, walk across the stage, shift their 
tassels to the side and graduate high 
school. For most, the only gap between 
that moment and the beginning of 
college is a short, hot summer. For a 
select few, however, this is not the case.

Instead of going straight to college 
after their high school career, some 
students opt to take a gap year. A 
gap year is when a student takes, 
typically, a year off from traditional 
schooling to focus on an area of their 
choice. There are many different 
opportunities for students who wish 
to take a gap year. Some choose to 
stay home, some travel, and some join 
a gap year program.

An Alternate Experience
There are many experiences that can 

occur during a gap year. Some prefer to 
join a structured program while others 
decide to choose their own path.

Janine Berger, a 2011 UAHS graduate, 
is currently a sophomore at American 
University in Washington D.C. Berger 
deferred college for one year and decided 
to take a gap year through the Rotary 
Youth Exchange program. 

Berger did not intend on taking a gap 
year until the summer before her senior 
year. After some research, she decided a 
gap year would be a good fit for her.

 “I decided to go to the first 
information session/overnight camping 
trip that was sponsored by Rotary to get 
a better understanding for the program 
and I immediately felt accepted by the 
group of students and supervisors—it 
was a perfect fit, so I decided to apply,” 
Berger wrote.

Through the Rotary program, Berger 
chose to travel to India to get a global 

perspective in a country entirely foreign 
to her.

“I applied to the program in India 
because I wanted to go somewhere 
completely different from anywhere 
that I had lived or traveled before,” 
Berger said. “India taught me so much. 
I was also lucky to have wonderful host 
families that I became very close to and 
they helped me a lot because they were 
very inclusive, which allowed me to see 
India from an Indian perspective.”

During her gap year, Berger lived 
with a host family in Pune, India, 
traveling across the country and 
immersing herself in the Indian 
culture. She also participated in 
activities led by her host club, the 
Rotary Club of Sinhagad Road. Some 
of the activities included the End Polio 
Now Campaign, providing educational 
services for local children and 
celebrations of religious holidays.

For Berger, a gap year meant an 
entire year in the same foreign country, 
immersing herself in a single culture. 
Other UAHS alumni, however, decided 
to do their gap year differently.

2010 UAHS graduate Laura 
Hoffman also decided to delay college 
to see the world, and chose a gap 
year that consisted of both structured 
programs as well as traveling on her 
own. At the time, she thought time off 
from school would be more beneficial 
than going straight to college.

“I did not feel passionate about school 
yet, and college is a huge expense that 

should not be taken lightly,” Hoffman 
wrote. “I believe in taking your time in 
life to do what makes you happy, and at 
the time school did not make me happy.”

Instead of remaining in one program like 
Berger, Hoffman was involved in multiple 
programs and traveled independently. 

She traveled to Peru to volunteer at 
an animal rescue center and rainforest 
preserve, to Jamaica to volunteer at a 
children’s home and live with a host 
family and traveled coast to coast across 
the United States. She visited family 
and friends, spent time with monks, and 
volunteered at Best Friend’s Animal 
Sanctuary in Utah.

While many people thought her plan 
to take a gap year was interesting, some 
found the idea crazy and did not fully 
understand Hoffman’s motivation.

“People were shocked to hear I was 
traveling to third world countries all 
by myself as a bushy-eyed 18-year-old 
suburban American,” Hoffman said.

Hoffman, however, was ready to learn 
in an environment outside of school 
walls, and that is exactly what she did. 
She believes her gap year helped her in 
a way school could not.

“I was constantly inspired by the 
things I saw, both good and bad, and 
the people I met,” Hoffman wrote. “My 
gap year moved me to become...a more 
aware and active person.”

Making It Count
Though Berger and Hoffman had 

different experiences in their gap years, 
they both agree that the year was 
beneficial and had an influential role in 
deciding their futures.

Hoffman is currently a junior at 
Colorado College and said her gap year 
shaped her college experience.

“Taking a gap year made me a little 
older and wiser in college,” Hoffman 
wrote. “I was more aware of what 
[made] me happy and what [did not] 

Off the Beaten Path
Students and alumni opt out of typical high school to college experience 
to take a gap year

‘‘ I believe in taking your time 
in life to do what makes you 

happy, and at the time school did not 
make me happy.”

2010 Graduate Laura Hoffman
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make me happy than the other students, 
which...[was] very helpful in deciding 
majors and choosing friends. I became a 
much more confident person.”

 Berger also said her experience has 
led her to become a more independent 
person—a quality that lends a hand 
when entering college.

“I already had a year of ‘real life’ 
under my belt, which made my 
adjustment to college seem like a walk 
in the park,” Berger wrote.

Berger’s impactful experience during 
her gap year 
sparked 
her interest 
to study 
International 
Development 
in Emerging 
Markets at 
American 
University. Her time in India helped 
outline her college experience and she 
entered college with more certainty of 
what she wanted to study. 

Berger also gives credit to her 
gap year for giving her a more global 
perspective of the world and meeting 
new people she never would have met 
had she gone straight to college.

“I am so thankful that I have the 
experience because it was so enriching,” 
Berger wrote. “I came away with so 
much—an understanding of a new 
country, families on the other side of 
the world whom I consider my own, 
and international friends from not just 
India, but also Brazil, Mexico, Germany, 
France, Italy and Poland.”

Planning the Gap
The positive gap year experiences 

of past UAHS students have prompted 
current students to take a gap year 
prior to college.

Berger’s younger sister, Maria Berger, 
is a senior at UAHS and is currently 
planning her gap year. She intends to 
graduate high school a year early and 
spend next year in another country as 
part of the Rotary Youth Exchange, like 
her sister.

Her schedule is completely full so 
she can earn all of the credits she needs 
to graduate at the end of the 2013-14 
school year.

“It’s very overwelming but it will be 
worth it in the end,” Berger said.

Berger’s decision to graduate early 
and spend next year in a foreign country 
was influenced by her sister’s successful 
experience in India.

“I saw how much fun my sister had 
and what new friends she made...so it 
was really interesting and it made me 
want to do it,” Berger said. 

She is to eager graduate in June and 
take her gap year during the 2014-15 
academic year. Even though she will 

have one 
year less of 
high school 
compared 
to her peers, 
Berger does 
not believe 
she will miss 
having a 

typical high school experience.
“I do not think I am missing out 

on anything,” she said. “I think it is 
time for me to move on and make new 
friends and start a new life.”

For Berger, this new life begins 
with a gap year, preferably in a country 
in South America. Berger hopes the 
experience is as impactful for her as it 
was for her sister, and she believes the 
gap year will help her grow significantly.

“I think taking a gap year between 
your high school career and your 
college career [helps] you become a 
more mature person,” Berger said. “You 
become more independent because 
at home you are dependent on your 
parents...They have all the money [and] 
they give you food but then over abroad 
you are by yourself. You are with a 
foreign family and you don’t really know 
much [about the country] so it makes 
you a more independent person.”

Both Hoffman and the Berger sisters 
recommend other students to consider 
taking a gap year as they approach the 
end of high school.

“I would highly recommend taking 
a gap year to anyone who has ever had 
a dream of doing something a little bit 
crazy,” Hoffman wrote. “Hike the Pacific 
Coast Trail, hike the Appalachian Trail, 
go to Africa, join a circus. There is a 
world of opportunity out there and 
there’s no time but now.” 

‘‘ I think taking a gap 
year between your 

high school career and your college 
career [helps] you become a more 
mature person.”

Senior Maria Berger

Snap Shots

Janine Berger explores the Himalayas while on a 
Deo Tibba trek in India. She had the opportunity 
to travel across the country during her gap year.

Photo courtesy Janine berger

Laura Hoffman holds a young monkey who was 
separated from his mother. She volunteered at an 
animal rescue center in Peru during her gap year.

Photo courtesy laura hoFFMan

Laura Hoffman swings on a rope over a 
waterfall in Jamaica. During her gap year, 
Hoffman volunteered at a children’s home in 
Jamaica and lived with a host family.

Photo courtesy laura hoFFMan

Janine (left) and Maria Berger pose outside of 
the Taj Mahal. Maria visited her sister for two 
weeks while she was living in India.

Photo courtesy Maria berger



The University Hall clock tower is an iconic landmark on The OSU Campus. University Hall is one of the many buildings that 
students in the OSU Academy Program can go to take classes.

OSU Academy Program

Students take advantage of the  
opportunity to obtain college credit

able to take a wide range of classes offered at 
OSU. However, students need to meet the 
class requirements in order to enroll. 

“Students must meet college preparatory 
requirements as well as course prerequisites,” 
Brown said. “There are academic advisors 
who work with students in the Academy 
Program to assist with course selection.” 

According to Brown, the application 
process is completed online and there are 
requirements students must meet in their 
grades and standardized test scores. 

In order to take classes through OSU, 
students have to make adequate room in their 
schedules for the commute and their classes. 

For Kumar, this aspect was not a hassle.
“I had to block off a large part of my 

day, but it wasn’t too bad,” she said. “[I] go 
to OSU for first through fifth period in 
the morning and come to UAHS in the 
afternoon for sixth through eighth period.”

Costin, however, has a more packed 
schedule with the classes she is taking at 
OSU and the ones she has at UAHS.

“I’m at OSU from 8a.m.-12:30p.m. for 
Calculus III and Logic, [and I] go back to 
the high school from 1:30pm-3:45pm for 
English [and extracurricular activities], and 
go back to OSU from 4:10-5:05 for Honors 
Physics,” Costin said.

A perk to the Academy Program includes 
having access to the resources and facilities at 

OSU.  
“OSU 

Academy 
students will 
receive an 
OSU Buck 
ID, and 
are eligible 
to use the 
resources of 

the university such as the library system, 
the math/stats tutoring center, and the 
writing center,” Brown said. “Some resources 
are available at a cost, such as the RPAC 
[facility].”

Costin has had a great experience with the 
Academy Program and would recommend 
the program to UAHS students. 

“No matter what you are interested in, you 
can find a class in that subject, usually taught 
by an excellent professor,” she said. “The 
school pays for almost everything, you are 
given college credit or high school credit and 
OSU is only a convenient 10 minutes away 
from the high school.” 

by anna-Maria thalassinos, ’14

The OSU Academy Program provides 
high school students with the 
opportunity to take additional college-

level courses not offered at UAHS. 
There are currently 15 UAHS students 

enrolled in the program. Senior Taruni 
Kumar finds the program to be a great 
benefit for students. 

“[Academy] gives [students] an 
opportunity to explore something more 
in-depth than you have the chance to in 
high school and can extend and challenge 
yourself,” Kumar said.

OSU Academy Adviser Michelle Brown 
believes the Academy Program enables 
students to experience college exposure.

“The Academy Program allows talented 
high school students to earn college credit 
before graduating from high school. This 
college credit is paid for by the school, which 
is always popular with families,” Brown said. 
“High school students [are able] to gain a 
true college experience [by] work[ing] with 
college faculty members…”

Admission into this program is 
competitive with the majority of admitted 
Academy students taking classes on the OSU 
Columbus campus, according to Brown.

“Last year, we had approximately 500 
students who applied to the program. We 
admitted about 435 students, and just over 
300 are taking classes this [semester],” she 

said. “The majority of these students are 
on the Columbus campus– there are 225 
students taking classes in Columbus this fall.”

Having a passion for Math and Physics, 
senior Denise Costin knew that the OSU 
Academy Program was the right direction 
for her academic career. After taking AP 
Calculus BC and AP Physics her junior year, 
Costin wanted to continue to take higher 
Math and 
Physics 
courses.

“The 
Academy 
Program was 
the perfect 
option, since 
it’s very 
flexible and 
allows me to choose exactly the classes I want 
to take and when I’d like to take them,” she 
said. “I was even allowed to sign up for an 
honors Physics course for an extra challenge.”

Although many of the Academy students 
are primarily taking Math and Science 
classes, there are students who chose to take 
other courses instead. 

“Even people with interests outside of 
science can find many interesting classes 
over a very broad range of topics, ranging 
from practically any global language 
available to Philosophy, to Art and to 
History,” Costin said. 

Brown agrees, stating that students are 

‘‘The Academy Program was 
the perfect option, since it’s 

very flexible and allows me to choose 
exactly the classes I want to take and 
when I’d like to take them.”

Senior Denise Costin

Photo by sheridan hendrix
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Sweet  or Sour ?
by kelly chian, ’16

Students sit in class watching the clock 
at 12:59 p.m. ready for the clock to 
turn to 1 p.m. on Sept. 18. Once the 

red lines on the clock form a one, Apple 
users rushed to get the new update. Some 
used only their iPhones while others even 
brought their computers during the school 
day. The frenzy quickly spread around 
UAHS.

Over 200 million people downloaded 
the new Apple iOS 7 update. While 93 
percent of iPhones, iPads and iPods had 
iOS 6 before the release, 16 hours later 
29 percent ran on iOS 7, according to the 
LA Times website. 

The look of iOS 7 completely changed in 
design while still having basic similarities in 
functionality and fundamental concepts.The 
new software was greeted with both negative 
and positive feedback. 

The previous software iOS 6 was 
introduced in 2007 by the late founder, 
Steve Jobs. The new software gives a 
more futuristic feel and adds new features 
including Airdrop, iTunes Radio, control 
center and multi-tasking. 

Junior Georgie Frericks downloaded 
iOS 7 on her iPhone 4s and welcomed the 
new changes at first but disliked it after 
using the software more.

“I like the new camera and organization 
of pictures, but the weather app is where 

it’s at. I think it’s sweet,” Frericks said. “But 
the update took away some of my favorite 
features like ‘tap to tweet.’”

While the new features received 
compliments for its convenience and 
design, the complete change disorients 
some. Frericks believes her phone could 
have more adjustments.

“Apple should make my phone faster 
without draining my battery which my 
phone did before the update and give people 
the option of what they wanted changed on 
their own phones so that they can enjoy only 
the features they like,” Frericks said.

Overall, Frericks is unpleased with the 
new update.

“Honestly, my phone has been so 
glitchy and slow ever since I got the update. 
Everything’s different now and to me it 
makes everything more difficult,” Frericks 
said. “I think the new design looks sweet but 
overall, I don’t really see an improvement in 
my phone. If anything, it made it worse.”

Frericks’ disapproving review contrasts 
sophomore Stephanie Duros, who takes a 
more enthusiastic approach. Her collection 
of Apple products range from iPads to 
Macs. Duros closely watches the new 
advancements of Apple products and spent 
time looking at iOS 7 on the Apple website 
months before the release date, and already 
knew the general features.

“iOS 7 is what the old software was, 
but better. Everything is easier like sending 

pictures with Airdrop or doing the calendar 
which my mom likes to do,” Duros said.

Day-to-day life is easier for Duros, and to 
her the new software trumps all.

“iOS 7 is better than iOS 6, because it 
completely changed everything and has new 
features that iOS 6 doesn’t have. The features 
put [iOS 7] ahead of the other phones,” 
Duros said.

The type of iPhone may have 
contributed to both girls’ decisions. Ars 
Technica, a website that reviews new 
technology explains the lag in parts of iOS 
7 in the older devices.The older the device 
gets, the more problems and issues the 
phone will have with the new technology.  

“iOS devices (especially the oldest 
phones) have always been capable of 
occasional stuttering, but iOS 7 magnifies 
these issues by using more animations and 
by making those animations more sweeping 
and longer in duration. More animations 
means more opportunities for stutter, and 
longer animations means that this stuttering 
is much more noticeable when it happens,” 
the Ars Technica website said.

Due to Frericks’ experience with iOS 7, 
she gives cautionary advice to those who 
have not downloaded the update.

“Check out the update on one of your 
friends phones before you actually download 
it yourself, Frericks said. “That way you know 
what you’re getting yourself into, rather than 
being stuck with it once you get it.”  

courtesy Jane tyska/bay area news grouP/Mct

While students with existing iPhones have been updating their operating systems, the new Apple iPhone 5c (pictured above) comes with the iOS 7 update. Apple 
critics and enthusiatists have differing reviews on the update.

Apple’s new operating system, iOS 7, receives mixed reviews

9o c to b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 1 3

news



 Seniors Stephen Pidcock and Paul Verdier ran in the last 
cross country race of the season at Hilliard Darby High 
School on Oct. 12. The boy’s team had a succesful season.

 Senior Katie Rapp helped lead the student section 
during the homecoming football game on Oct. 4. The 
senior cheerleader’s senior night, which is shared with 
the boy’s football team, is Nov. 1.

courtesy seth brenneMan

Photo by sheridan hendrix

courtesy scott weaver
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Athletes

Fall sport Bears wrap up their seasons and finish strong

 Junior Justin Wick tee’d off during a boy’s golf match 
at Kinsale Golf and Country Club. The boy’s team just 
wrapped up their 2013 golf season.

 Senior Heddie Samuelson goes for the ball at her field 
hockey game on senior night. The girls won in a shut out 
against Olentangy Orange, winning 7-0.

courtesy scott weaver
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 Freshman Ann Heurman pushed to finish the last cross 
country race of the season at Hilliard Darby High School 
on Oct. 12. Heurman broke the school record for the 5k 
by two seconds.

 Senior Griffin Turnbull goes for the ball during the 
men’s soccer senior night against Westerville Central. 
Senior Juan Barros scored the only goal for the bears 
that night. 
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GIRLS	SOCCER
Senior Anna Eversole

Q: What has been the 
biggest success the 
team has had this year? 

Eversole: i think our 
biggest success is 
not having a losing 
season so far, and we 
work well together 
because most of us 
have been playing 

together for three years now.

Q: What has been the team’s greatest 
setback this year? 

Eversole: our greatest setback is losing more 
than we thought we would and not by much.  
our record doesn’t show our talent. Most of the 
games we have lost have only been by one goal.

Q: How do you think your team will do in 
the state tournament? 

Eversole: i think we will make it further than 
in past years as long as we continue to work 
hard, stay positive and stay motivated. 

BOYS	WATER	POLO
Senior Thomas Trace

Q: How do you 
feel your season is 
going? 

Trace: compared to 
our great season last 
year, we aren’t doing 
very well. but we are 
a young team and i 
think we have a lot 
of potential.

Q:  What are the team’s strengths and 
weaknesses?                              

Trace: our strengths are we have really 
good team chemistry and we are all 
passionate about the game. a weakness 
is we are a very young and inexperienced 
team. For the most part our ball handling 
skills aren’t up to par which comes with 
being such a young team.

Q:  What are you most excited for when 
wrapping up the season?                                

Trace: that’s just it, i’m not. i love playing the 
game and the season feels too short.  but 
i’m excited to play at regionals and hopefully 
qualify for and then win states.  

CaptaIns’ Corner
interviews conducted by sarah shroyer

courtesy scott weaver
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TREmONT	
PHARmACY

Your complete family pharmacy

2144	Tremont	Center
488-2625

GreenhillForCityCouncil.com

Paid for by Greenhill for City Council, Marvin Gutter, Treasurer, 4849 Etrick Drive, Upper Artlington, OH 43220

As Principal of Upper Arlington High 
School, he worked with parents, teachers 
and students to earn accolades such as:

Selected as one of America’s top high 
schools by Newsweek and U.S. News

Record breaking SAT and ACT scores
most years he was principal

Appeared on NBC’s Today Show

Selected as the top central Ohio high
school by Columbus Monthly

Winning more state athletic championships 
than any school in Ohio

Selected as Administrator of the Year by
the Ohio Music Education Association

A proven leader to keep UA great!A proven leader to keep UA great!
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by Maria grund, ’14

Every 25 seconds an athlete visits the 
hospital or emergency room due to a 
sports related injury. That’s 1.35 million 

athletes a year, according to USA Today.
With 32 sports offered, UAHS has had 

its fair share of sports injuries, which can have 
lasting effects on students’ health.

Senior basketball captain Danny 
Hummer underwent a double hip surgery in 
Vail, Colorado over the summer in order to 
correct his femoroacetabular impingement. 
This means that his hips were oval instead 
of round and there was no space between 
the thigh bone and hip. Due to the repeated 
stress of playing basketball he also tore a 
labrum (cover) in each hip.

“[Dr. Marc Philippon of the Steadman 
Clinic in Vail] reshaped my hips 
arthroscopically, [he] cut space to create 
hip/thigh clearance, and put multiple 
anchors in place on each hip to repair the 

labrum,” Hummer said.
Additionally, Hummer also had thumb 

surgery to repair a torn ligament which 
occurred during his basketball season.

“For a while, I looked like I had been run 
over by a bus, with uneven crutches to allow 
both the hips and the thumb to heal at the 
same time. Physical therapy started the day 
after each surgery and [still] continues today,” 
Hummer said. “Three surgeries in six weeks 
takes a toll on your body and mind.”

Junior 
Caroline 
Mead has 
also suffered 
setbacks in 
basketball 
when she 
tore her 
ACL last 
February. 
Her recovery took six months, including 
surgery as well as daily physical therapy.

Basketball has the second highest 
concussion rate, following football and 
preceding soccer according to USA Today. 
Freshman Mary Brigid Ginn has sustained 
three concussions in the last year and a half, 
all from soccer.

“[When I had] my first concussion I got 
hit in the head with the ball and when I went 
down, my neck went back and that’s what 
caused the concussion...The second time I 
wasn’t fully healed and I went back and I did 
it again,” Ginn said. “The third time I got hit 
in the face with an elbow and I broke a bone 
on my eyebrow and got a black eye and a 
concussion and that was my most severe one.”

Ginn has missed an average of three 
months of school per concussion. This is 
because like any other sports injury the 
injured portion of the body can’t be used, 
including the brain. 

“Concussions are different than other 
injuries because you have to miss school and 
it’s definitely more dangerous because it has 
to do with your long term health,” she said.

Ginn has also suffered three broken 
ankles in addition to her concussions. Every 
day she ices and stretches to strengthen her 

ankle to ensure her own safety while playing 
or practicing. Ginn advises athletes to be 
cautious before returning to their sports after 
sustaining an injury.

“Make sure you’re fully healed before you 
go back...it’s a long process but you have to 
be cautious and careful because you don’t 
want to go back too soon to reinjure yourself,” 
Ginn said. “Use it as a time to learn from 
the coaches because you’ll hear a lot more 
from the coaches perspective because you’re 

helping 
out with 
practice.”

Hummer 
is now 
working 
toward 
being able 
to play 
basketball 
as well as 

baseball this school year. He advises 
athletes to question injuries to ensure 
adequate treatment and avoid later 
complications.

“Listen to your body and don’t stop 
searching for the cause of the symptoms 
until you find it—because you will 
eventually find it,” Hummer said. 
“Therapists and parents and coaches all 
have their own ideas, and most of the time 
they mean well, but only the player knows 
what [their] body is telling [them].” 

Despite the best medical attention, 
no athlete is guaranteed complete 
physical safety.

“There is always a possibility when 
returning to the sport that caused your 
injury for it happening again,” Mead said.

However, athletes like Ginn, Mead and 
Hummer don’t let injuries hold them back.

“I believe I will have the chance to play 
in a way I could not in the last two seasons. 
I’m not fully healed yet and I’ve only begun 
to run, but the doctors and therapists 
tell me I should be able to play without 
pain and to my full potential,” Hummer 
said. “I’m going to play the way I used 
to play until I was hurt, aggressively and 
tenaciously.”  

No Pain, No Gain
Physical impairments need to be taken seriously, but will not hold athletes back

graPhic by tJ kennedyinForMation courtesy oF usa today

Common Injuries

‘‘Therapists and parents 
and coaches all have 

their own ideas, and most of 
the time they mean well, but 
only the player knows what 
[their] body is telling [them]”

Senior Danny Hummer

Percentage of sports impairments 
to the human body in 2012
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W        hat I would want everyone to 
know is that I live my life the 
same way everyone else does,” 

senior John Lagucki said. “Yes, I hold 
hands with someone I like in public. I 
think I’m pretty normal.” 

Lagucki began identifying himself 
as a LGBT+ student his freshman 
year. Before informing his family, who 
continued to think that he would 
grow up and marry a woman, Lagucki 
searched for support within UAHS. 
He started by coming out to an older 
LGBT+ student and spread the news 
to the rest of his friends after finding 
security and becoming more comfortable. 
His family found out soon after. 

“[My mother is] cool with everything 
now; she was just surprised at the time,” 
Lagucki said. “My life has been pretty 
great so far because of that.” 

It was a similar case for junior Anna 

Smoot, who told a friend at school before 
telling her family. 

“The hardest part about coming out 
was [coming out] to myself,” Smoot said. 
“My friends weren’t surprised—apparently 
everyone knew before I did—but they 

accepted me completely. My parents didn’t 
seem surprised, but they also accepted me… 
I think that I’m lucky to have such open-
minded friends and family in my life.” 

Smoot found the high school a 
comfortable place to be herself. Between the 
warm reception she received from her friends 

and the welcoming environment of UA, she 
was able to focus on accepting her sexuality. 

“With high school came a whole new 
world,” she said. “It was OK to be gay. I knew 
people who were gay. I began to feel more 
comfortable with who I [was].”

Unfortunately for Smoot, 
with the new acceptance came 
some discrimination. Several 
people attempted to undermine 
her, including some who tried to 
convince her she wasn’t gay.

Smoot was undeterred. 
  “I have run into instances of 

homophobia in the past few years, but 
I simply ignored them,” she said. “The world 
is changing, and those who refuse to change 
with it are just going to be left behind.”

One major contributer to the world’s 
changing views is the new pope of the 
Catholic Church. Pope Francis laid out 
his progressive stance on the topic in July. 

LGBT+ students often wrestle 
with prejudices from the Christian 
community. Pope Francis recent 
comments regarding homosexuality 
gives them hope that society’s views on 
their sexual orientation are changing. 

“The world is changing, 
and those who refuse 

to change with it are just 
going to be left behind.”

Junior Anna Smoot

“

Pope’s recent comments 
on homosexuality cause 
controversy within the 
Catholic Church; others 
find hope in his words

Photo illustration by kota ashton

barrier

breaking 
the�ol�

by hannah benson, ’15  
and Jane eskildsen, ’15
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His liberal statements on homosexuality 
have been scrutinized by both Catholics and 
the media. UA students also have strong 
feelings about the pope’s controversial stance 
and the future of LGBT+ rights. 

�isto�y 
Ever since the Middle Ages, same-sex 

unions have been increasingly frowned 
upon. These unions were banned in many 
countries by the church, state or both. 
Although homosexuality was permitted 
in pre-Christian Rome, it remained 
controversial amongst the people. 

Christianity became increasingly 
influential, as did its ideas of heterosexual 
marriage for conception and procreation 
purposes. This opinion discluded same-
sex relationships and led to the then-
popular idea that being gay is sinful. It 
led to shame, secrecy and silencing of 
homosexuals around the world. 

In 1994, the Human Rights Campaign, 
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, 
and the National Education Association 
made October the official “Coming Out 
Month” of the year, because of its existing 
tradition of “Coming Out Day” on Oct. 
11. LGBT+ history month celebrates 31 
lesbian or gay celebrities—one for each day 
of the month—and their achievements. 

The phrase LGBT+ was established by 
gay rights activists in order to encompass 
the community in its entirety. 

LGBT+ stands for Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, and Transgender. The phrase has 
variants, sometimes referred to simply as 
LGBT or even just LGB. Other terms 
also exist, such as Minority Sexual and 
Gender Identities (MSGI), and Gay, 
Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender, Alternative 
(GLBTA). Because it is difficult to coin an 
umbrella term for the plethora of sexual 
identities, LGBT+ is most commonly used.

Within the United States, state 
governments have begun exercising their 
right to determine marriage equality.  

The Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), 
a federal law allowing states to deny legal 
same-sex marriages formed in other states, 
was enacted in September 1996 but was 
later repealed in June 2013. Same-sex 
marriage is now legal and valid in 13 states 
and Washington D.C., although it remains 
unconstitutional in Ohio. 

Section 15.11 of the Ohio State 

Constitution makes same-sex marriages 
and civil unions illegal. It also outlaws 
recognition of same-sex unions.  

Smoot, however, believes marriage 
equality will soon become universal. 

“I was pretty sure [DOMA] was going 
to be repealed,” she said. “It is just kind 
of the way society has been going. It is 
becoming more pro-gay. I was happy 
because our government took the initiative 
to take the step forward and be a little bit 
more liberal than it has in the past.” 

Lagucki agrees with Smoot. 
“The repeal of DOMA is very 

important. Now my future husband and 
I can go get married in NYC, and the 
United States can recognize us as husband 
and husband,” Lagucki said. 

�at�olic C�urc�
On March 13, Jorge Mario Bergoglio 

was elected Pope Francis, the 266th leader 
of the Catholic Church. With his election 
came leadership over one billion Catholics 
around the world. 

In the past six months, Francis has 
publicly made a stance on gay rights and 
marriage equality. In July, Francis made 
a statement that impacted the entire 
Catholic Church. 

“If someone is gay and he searches for 
the Lord and has good will, who am I to 
judge?” Francis said. 

This quote went viral in a matter of 
days, which—when combined with videos 
of the pope drawing finger-hearts and 
taking selfies with teenage girls—rapidly 
constructed his image as an incredibly 
liberal pope, especially when compared 
with his predecessors.  

Senior Andrew McCombs is bothered 
by the change; he said Francis’ thoughts 
on poverty are much more important than 
what he has said about homosexuality. 

“Much of what Francis has said is 
taken out of context by the media,” 
McCombs said. “Quite honestly it’s sad, 
because the media is taking advantage 
of an elderly man in another country for 
their own purposes.

“I personally liked Benedict better,” 
McCombs said. “[But] Francis certainly puts 
emphasis on the poor, and I appreciate that.” 

Francis’ other opinions seem to counteract 
his previous liberal statement. Francis is 
opposed to same-sex marriage, denies 

Religious Reality
With help of a pastor and 
the pope, church’s views on 
homosexuality begin to shift
by alex keller, ‘14

While the word “gay” has received 
negative attention in regards to 

religion, georgia Megachurch Pastor Jim 
swilley began to shift this view in 2010. 

swilley was one of the many who 
struggled with the decision of coming 
out ever since childhood. 

“i know a lot of straight people think 
orientation is a choice. i want to tell 
you that it is not,” swilley said in an abc 
news article in nov. 2, 2010. 

while swilley said he had no choice 
in his sexual orientation, he still had the 
choice of response. 

swilley said his decision to come out 
was prompted by a wave of suicides 
committed by gay teens. the response 
was overwhelming. swilley soon reached 
his 5,000th Facebook friend limit, and he 
received hundreds of messages on his 
Facebook wall praising him for his 
decision to come out.

while three years has passed since 
swilley’s story, homosexuality within the 
church has remained an issue, as seen by 
the pope’s recent statement on the topic. 

First unitarian universalist Pastor 
Mark belletini has become one of many 
directly affected by Pope Francis’ recent 
announcement, as he is gay. belletini is 
pleased to see the change. 

“the bible spends 95 percent of its 
time speaking about economic disparity, 
and very little indeed on sexuality of any 
kind, so he has restored the proportion 
of the focus,” belletini said.

david lose, a writer for the Huffington 
Post, supported this claim in his oct. 11, 
2011 article, “what does the bible really 
say about homosexuality?” lose said 
the bible includes only seven passages 
referencing homosexuality, yet “more than 
250 verses on the proper use of wealth ... 
[and] more than 300 on our responsibility 
to care for the poor and work for justice.” 

with this ratio, belletini said he 
hopes to see either more acceptance 
by the church or a change of focus.  
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same-sex couples the right to adopt and has 
described same-sex marriage and adoption 
as “a destructive act on God’s plan.”

Smoot said the pope is not contradicting 
himself; rather, he is acknowledging 
different areas of LGBT+ rights.  

“I think that the pope is trying to give 
the church a different rap on the subject 
of gay rights,” Smoot said. “The previous 
connotation between gay rights and the 
Catholic Church was extremely negative.” 

Pope Francis’ predecessor, Pope 
Benedict XVI, was even more conservative 
regarding LGBT+ rights. In a 1986 
letter entitled “On the Pastoral Care of 
Homosexual Persons,” Benedict described 
homosexuality as “a strong tendency 
ordered toward an intrinsic moral evil.” 

The stark contrast between the two 
successive popes has sparked controversy 
both within and about the Catholic Church. 
Although many Catholics and LGBT+ 
people support Francis’ relatively progressive 
views, some have expressed their concern 
over his failure to address issues that 
Benedict stressed during his leadership. 

Close to Home
Smoot, although not ecstatic that Francis 

isn’t in full support of LGBT+ rights, still 
said the pope’s new stance is a step in the 
right direction for the Catholic Church. 

“I’m kind of OK with the fact that 
he isn’t for marriage equality because… 
I think it is a difference,” Smoot said. 
“Because of the 
ideology you 
have to accept 
that a lot of 
Catholics aren’t 
going to be in 
support of gay 
marriage.” 

Smoot 
said she believes that no ties should exist 
between religion and marriage, just as she 
believes there should be no ties between 
church and state. 

She also believes that marriage should 
no longer be a legal ordeal, but instead a 
domestic union between two partners. 

Despite Smoot’s objection to the 
connection between religion and 
homophobia, the two often come hand-
in-hand for her, and both have negatively 
impacted her life. 

“I was born this way 
and if God didn’t 

want me to be gay, he 
wouldn’t have made me.”

Senior John Lagucki

“Someone told me in middle school 
that they didn’t want to be my friend 
because they thought I was a lesbian,” 
Smoot said. “She was Christian. My co-
worker, who tells me not to be gay because 
it’s unnatural, is also...Christian.” 

Smoot understands, however, that 
religion is not the only factor in how 
others treat her; their home life and past 
experiences influence their beliefs. Often 
parents’ opinions of LGBT+ rights will 
impact those of their kids. 

Junior Michaela Edmonds, a Catholic 
who believes 
in the 
acceptance of 
homosexuals, 
tries to take 
both opinions 
into account. 

“I don’t 
think that the 

state, the church, or anyone can tell you 
who you can fall in love with,” Edmonds 
said. “I just don’t think there is any reason 
for the Catholic Church to rewrite 
thousands of years of history to allow a 
change in the church.”

McCombs agrees with Edmonds while 
also siding with the Catholic Church. 

“I care for homosexuals, but I don’t 
want to see the legalization of same 
sex relationships,” McCombs said. 
“At first this may seem confusing, at 

least to many people. However, I really 
want their salvation [and] their eternal 
happiness in heaven.”

Lagucki and Smoot still hope to see 
marriage equality in their futures. 

“I am a huge supporter of gay rights... 
but in the end, the pope won’t decide if I 
can get married or not,” Lagucki said. 

Lagucki ignores those who disagree 
with his sexuality, including Francis and 
sometimes even the government, stating 
that he cannot change who he is.

“Yes, [the pope] is a very important 
world leader, but I was born this way 
and if God didn’t want me to be gay, he 
wouldn’t have made me,” Lagucki said. 

Smoot deems the restrictions on gay 
marriage unconstitutional. 

“The First Amendment guarantees 
freedom of religion, and the Fourteenth 
Amendment guarantees equal protection 
under the law in states, so I don’t see 
how banning marriage equality is 
constitutional,” Smoot said. 

Although the arguments against 
LGBT+ students are likely to continue, 
Lagucki and Smoot want to encourage 
others who are apprehensive to step out of 
their comfort zones and join the fight. 

“For the gay boy or girl who is reading 
this who is too afraid to come out or 
thinks they will never find happiness,” 
Lagucki said, “I promise you, it really does 
get better.”  

 The State of Marriage

© 2013 Alliance Defending Freedom  www.AllianceDefendingFreedom.org  

States with constitutional amendments, voted on by the 

people, protecting marriage as one man/one woman

States whose legislatures or citizens redefined 

marriage and created same-sex “marriage”

Not Shown on Map:   

State level domestic partnerships and/or civil unions created 

by state legislatures in California, Colorado, Hawai’i, Illinois, 

Nevada, New Jersey, Oregon, and Wisconsin.

 The Status of  

 Marriage in America

States whose judiciary redefined  

marriage and created same-sex “marriage”

States or territories vulnerable to a  

redefinition of marriage.

P u e r t O  r I C O V I r G I N  I S L A N D S G u A M A M e r .  S A M O AN .  M A r I A N A S

U.S. Territories

J u N e  2013

Map of the nation 
shows state of 
gradual transition

source: alliane deFending FreedoM
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Dr. Dan Jones, MD
Board Certified—Neurology
Board Certified—Sleep Medicine

Neurology and Sleep Medicine
Consultation and Sleep Lab

Evaluations in:
Headache
Epilepsy

Tremor and Dystonia
Obstructive Sleep Apnea

Narcolepsy
Dementia

Carpal Tunnel Syndrome

State of the Art Sleep Lab

Conveniently located at:
The Shops on Lane Avenue

1699 W. Lane Avenue
Upper Arlington, OH 43221

Phone: (614) 487-1409
Fax: (614) 487-1522

jonesneurology@aim.com

Café	on	the	mallway
Paninis, Subs, Quesadillas 

Desserts, Ice Cream, Milk Shakes

Open	weekdays	10:30-6
The Café is a great option for high school lunch. Fast service!

1962 North Mallway
(614)551-7546 or (614)940-8856

Now	Accepting	Credit	Cards
Complete menu is available on Facebook.

Additional information regarding the Café is also available on Instagram.

Norwester
SENIORS: Senior portraits for the yearbook are due by the last day of first semester
(Thursday, January 16). Please e-mail photos to uanorwester@yahoo.com in .jpg
format. Hard copies are accepted, but lose resolution in scanning. Please use your
name as you want it to appear in the yearbook as the file name (or write it on the
back of the photo). If we do not get a portrait, we will use the school ID photo
taken in August (so you'll still be in the book!).

One 4 All

Job 37842 Year 2014 Page 324 (497325636) 10/11/2013 9:30 AM

Images are low-resolution, are not color-managed, and do not reflect final quality. 

Copyright © Jostens Inc, 2013

C
us

to
m

er
 is

 a
llo

w
ed

 to
 h

av
e 

ob
je

ct
s 

ou
ts

id
e 

of
 th

e 
m

ar
gi

n.
 

TRIM LINE   TRIM LINE

TRIM LINE   TRIM LINE

T
R

IM
 L

IN
E

   
T

R
IM

 L
IN

E

T
R

IM
 LIN

E
   T

R
IM

 LIN
E

1 7o c to b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 1 3



Autumn Activities

Lynd Fruit Farm
There are a variety of activities to enjoy 

at Lynd Fruit Farm. According to the Lynd 
Fruit Farm website the farm is located in 
Pataskala Ohio, 20 minutes east of Columbus. 
The 300 acre fruit farm opens the orchards 
on weekends for apple and pumpkin picking. 
Lynd’s market on Morse Rd. & St. Rt. 
310 opened July 18, 2013 and closes early 
November. Delicious fruits and vegetables can 
be purchased at the market. More fall fun is 
available at the SuperMaze, where families 
and friends can enjoy the Corn Maze, 
campfires, scrumptious food and the famous 
barrel train. Post-season warehouse sales 
provide another opportunity to get sale prices 
on produce after the market is closed. 

Circle S Farms

Central Ohio offers a variety of pumpkin-themed side-trips in the fall
by sarah shroyer, ’15

Located in Grove City, Circle S farms offers 
another fun opportunity to enjoy autumn. According 
to the Circle S Farms website, during October, the 
farm opens at 8:30 a.m. and closes at 7 p.m. The 
weekday group admission includes activities such as 
a hayride, a hay bale cave, corn and sunflower mazes 
and a petting zoo.  The hayrides start at 9 a.m. and run 
until dusk.  Admission also includes a pumpkin and 
snacks such as a donut and apple juice.  On Saturdays 
and Sundays, the Pumpkin Café opens. The Pumpkin 
Café offers bakery and gourmet food. 

Lehner’s Pumpkin Farm
According to the Lehner’s Pumpkin Farm website, the farm is 

located in Radnor, Ohio and has many activities that everyone would 
enjoy. There are various children’s activities such as a barrel train and 
a play barn. There is also a petting zoo for visitors of all ages to enjoy. 
For the older visitors there are 40-acres of pumpkins and gourds, 
where visitors can pick their own produce.  There are also various 
pie pumpkins, colorful pumpkins and giant squash. There are free 
hayrides on the weekends from 12 to five p.m. and an eight-acre corn 
maze. Another fun activity the farm offers is a well-stocked gift shop. 
There are unique and reasonably priced decorations, purses, soaps and 
more. Lastly, there is D&S Kettle Corn and concessions available.  

Photos courtesy circle s FarMs

Photos courtesy lehner’s PuMPkin FarM

Photos by sheridan hendrix
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J.K. Rowling  brings back the magic of Harry Potter’s wizarding world
by Melanie terez, ‘14

“The consequences of our 
actions are always so 
complicated, so diverse, 

that predicting the future is a very 
difficult business indeed,” fictional 
Hogwarts School of Witchcraft 
and Wizardry headmaster Albus 
Dumbledore said in J.K. Rowling’s 
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of 
Azkaban. But for Rowling’s next 
adventure, fans need not predict 
any longer. It’s official: the Harry 
Potter author is re-entering the 
wizarding world.

On Sep. 12, Rowling announced the 
beginning of her next project: a movie 
titled Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find 
Them, supposedly written by fictional 
character Newton Scamander. Rather 
than a prequel or a sequel to the Harry 
Potter series, Fantastic Beasts and Where 
to Find Them is an extension of the 
wizarding world that Rowling left 
untouched since Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows was published in 2007.

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find 
Them is Rowling’s first screenplay, and 
the first movie of a new Warner Bros. 
series to begin in 2014. 

“It all started when Warner Bros. 
came to me with the suggestion of 

turning Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them into a film...” Rowling said in 
a press release published on jkrowling.
com. “As I considered Warners’ proposal, 
an idea took shape that I couldn’t 
dislodge. That is how I ended up pitching 

my own idea for a film to Warner Bros.”
The series will be based on a book 

version of Fantastic Beasts and Where to 
Find Them, which Rowling published 
in 2001. The movie series will focus on 
Newton Scamander, who explores the 
wizarding world in New York City about 
70 years before Harry Potter’s birth.

Despite its setting before Harry 
Potter’s time, Rowling notes that 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them 
is not a prequel; the movie will focus 
on the adventures of Newt Scamander, 
rather than on the adventures of Harry 
Potter. Newt works in the field of 
“magizoology,” the study of magical 
creatures. The film will center on Newt’s 

adventures collecting information about 
these magical creatures for the Hogwarts 
textbook he writes: Fantastic Beasts and 
Where to Find Them. 

Senior and long-time Harry Potter 
fan Nicole Fracasso is anticipating 
Rowling’s new movie series, but does 
not think it will replace the story of 
Harry Potter.

“I know that everything J.K. Rowling 
creates is… going to be magical,” 
Fracasso said. “I don’t think it’s going 
to be as amazing as [the] Harry Potter 
[series] was, but I definitely think it’ll be 
good to watch. It won’t [replace] Harry 
Potter because Fantastic Beasts and Where 

to Find Them is… a book Harry had to 
read for [a] class. So it’s basically... a 
story within a story.”

While Fantastic Beasts and Where 
to Find Them is a return to the same 
wizarding world Harry Potter explored, 
Rowling’s movie is taking a different 
approach. Fracasso said that she is 
primarily looking forward to seeing 
where Rowling takes the series. 

“I think what I’m mostly looking 
forward to is... seeing how the storyline 
develops,” Fracasso said. “It will be 
kind of cool [because] it will show 
Newt Scamander’s personality, and how 
he came to write this book. I guess you 
[will] see his adventures.” 

courtesy ellen creager/detroit Free Press/Mct

The “Wizarding World of Harry Potter” at Universal Orlando includes a replica of Hogwarts castle. Harry Potter author J.K. Rowling is revisiting Harry’s world in her upcoming 
movie  Fantastic beasts and where to Find them, which will be released in 2014.

1 9o c to b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 1 3

Features

‘‘ Fantastic Beasts is...a 
book Harry had to read 

for [a] class. So it’s basically...a 
story within a story.”

Senior Nicole Fracasso



by alex keller, ‘14

o n Oct. 4, 16 Scottish students put away their kilts and 
replaced them with one of UA’s black and gold T-shirts. 
However, these students packed with no intention of an 

extended stay, but rather a quick cultural immersion.
Senior Justine Frerichs is one of the 16 UAHS students 

who were chosen to host a Scottish student. During the 
10-day trip, Frerichs did her 
best to envelope her Scottish 
student, Maddy Gowans, into 
the American culture. 

The Scottish students were 
taken to Cedar Point, the 
Columbus Zoo and Aquarium 
and OSU’s campus; all things 
Frerichs recalled hearing her 
friends in the program talking about in previous years.

“Last year I had a lot of classes with seniors, [and] a couple 
of them were in the program and they were all talking about 
how excited they were for the students to come and how fun 
it was,” Frerichs said. “When [the UA students] actually went 
over during OGT week they were so excited once they got 
back. They said it was one of the best experiences of their life.”

Frerichs is also very excited to be a part of the trip to 
Scotland in March of 2014. After already visiting numerous 

cities in the United States and Asia, Frerichs is excited to 
travel to Europe.  

“I am so excited. I’ve never been to Europe, so it’ll be good 
to go to another part of the world,” Frerichs said. “I’m looking 
forward to seeing Maddy’s school [and]meeting her family 
and other friends.”

The trip to Scotland will allow the UA students to visit 
cities such as Sterling and Edinbourgh. The students will stay 

in their selected Scott’s home 
and will experience first hand 
life in another culture. 

With the Univesity of St. 
Andrew’s nearby, the group 
has scheduled a visit during 
the trip. This visit is one often 
anticipated because it was 
the first college ever built in 

Scotland in 1413, according to the University of St. Andrews’ 
official website. 

With six centuries of history under its kilts, St. Andrew’s 
has managed to attract three Upper Arlington students into 
their four year program in the number of years the program 
has been offered at UAHS. 

After hearing both high recommendations and the 
chance to quench her passion for travel, Frerichs sent in an 
application that would soon be one of approximately 30, 

courtesy brigitta gegenheiMer

‘‘When [the UA students] 
actually went over during 

OGT week they were so excited once 
they got back. They said it was one 
of the best experiences of their life.

Senior Justine Frerichs

Students share some of the underlying benefits of unique exchange program

Left: After arriving on Oct. 4, Scottish students came prepared to spend a day at UA. Before entering the school, the 16 exchange students stopped to snap a picture 
in front of the high school’s front sign. Right: The Friday before the UA visitors were scheduled to leave, the entire group took a trip to Hocking Hills. While students hiked the 
majority of the day, they managed to stop and take a picture along the way.
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reviewed by Scottish Exchange Program Coordinator  
Brian Chandler. 

Chandler has been the program’s coordinator for four years 
taking over after the retirement of Sharon Freedman. Ever 
since his first year as coordinator, Chandler has strived to 
increase the number of applicants admitted into the program.

“When I took [the program] over, we only took 10 kids 
a year and we’ve slowly increased that,” Chandler said. “This 
year we have 16 kids going….but I wish we could take more 
kids because it is just a special program.”

The program stood out to Chandler because of its unique 
nature. A typical exchange would involve a foreign student 

coming to the U.S. and 
staying with a host 
family for approximately 
a year. However, this 
program reduces the 
length of the stay to 10 
days and allows students 
from both countries to 

immerse themselves in the others culture. 
“You really get a glimpse into the day-to-day life and I 

know it’s only a glimpse but because you are actually living 
with them and eating with them and doing things with 
their family, I really think [the students] get more of an 
appreciation of what that culture is like versus just sight 
seeing,” Chandler said.

Chandler has also been impressed by the number of life-
long friendships that have spurred from the program. He even 
recalled two members from the program, one from UA and 
one from Scotland, later getting married. The two were not 
paired together, but had been in the same exchange group. 

However, while the program is great for the authentic 
experience of another culture, it has other benefits, with the 
addition to a college application being one prime example. 
UA college counselor Kathy Moore has seen how much of a 
positive addition the program is for standing out to colleges.  

“It’s another unique piece to what you bring to your 
[college] application and [the program] is something that 
Upper Arlington does but not a lot of other schools,” Moore 
said. “So at many schools where the competition is so strong 
it is just nice to have those other factors, and this is one of 
those things that are unique and special.” 

Using this experience to write a college essay or 
supplement has been agreed on by both Moore and Chandler 
as a very helpful piece that can show colleges more of what a 
student will bring to the college.With that in mind though, 
Moore emphasized that while the program had great benefits 
for the college application, students should not apply just for 
that reason but rather to take advantage of a life-changing 
opportunity. 

“If you’re interested in international studies and foreign 
languages or you just have an interest in learning about 
the world and different cultures, why not take advantage 
of such a wonderful program,” Moore said. “I think it ’s 
wonderful to take advantage of any of those opportunities 
that come along.” 

‘‘I really think [the 
students] get more of an 

appreciation of what that culture 
is versus just sight- seeing.”

Exchange Coordinator  Brian Chandler
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Come visit us at our 
new location.

We’ve 
Moved!

Hair Salon

614 • 841 • 1821

1137 Kenny Centre Mall
Columbus, Ohio 43220

thecachetsalon.com

artisan bath products

handmade in 
reynoldsburg, ohio
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Wide range of artists scheduled to perform in Columbus this fall

sounds of the season

 Yeezus is the name of the new, highly popular album that 
came out last June by Kanye West. His anticipated concert will 
take place at Nationwide Arena on Nov. 8. Some tickets are 
priced at hundreds of dollars. Touring with Kendrick Lamar, 
the Yeezus tour has created much hype among fans of West.

Alternative singer-songwriter Matt Nathanson will be 
making an appearance in Columbus’ very own Newport Music 
Hall on Nov. 13. As part of his cross continent Last of the 
Great Pretenders Headline Tour with Joshua Radin, Nathanson 
will be performing in Columbus for the price of $22. His new 
album, Last of the Great Pretenders, was released in July and 
fans will enjoy the similar sounds of his hits “Come On Get 
Higher” and “Faster.”

by ella koscher, ’15

 Ever since their single hit “Thrift Shop,” Macklemore 
and Ryan Lewis have caught America’s attention. In the 
national tour for their new album The Heist, the two will be 
making a stop in Columbus on Nov. 6. They will perform at 
the Schottenstein Center, showing off their popular hip-hop/
rap album.

Kanye West/Nov. 8

Matt Nathanson/Nov. 13

Macklemore and Ryan Lewis/Nov. 6

 The alternative group Sleigh Bells will make an appearance 
at Newport Music Hall on Nov. 9. Sleigh Bells’ new album, 
Bitter Rivals, was released in October and the group began its 
two month tour on Oct. 4. Fans are eager to hear songs similar 
to the band’s hits “Rill Rill,” “Kids” and “Crown on the Ground.” 
Doors open at 8 p.m. and tickets are $25.

Sleigh Bells/Nov. 9
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Photos courtesy MackleMore, MackleMore llc, Flickr, deMJaM records, quedelicianegente.coM, bitter rivals, vanguard records, wikiMedia coMMons, MgMt, rca records, Favorite 
gentleMen recordings, and John Mayer 

 Taking the stage Nov. 14 at the LC Pavilion is the 
alternative rock band MGMT. The group’s new album MGMT 
was released this past September and the band is currently 
on its international tour. Their hits “Kids,” “Electric Feel” and 
“Time to Pretend” from their first album Oracular Spectacular 
captured the attention of audiences everywhere and they are 
ready to give MGMT fans a live taste of their new music. 

 Pop artist and actor Justin Timberlake will take the stage 
on Nov. 16 at Nationwide Arena. After a drought of recording 
music, Timberlake released his bestselling album The 20-20 
Experience in March. Currently on his world tour, Timberlake 
will make a one night stop in Columbus, entertaining an already 
sold out arena.

 Currently on their cross country tour, alternative rock 
band Manchester Orchestra will be hitting the stage at 
Newport Music Hall on Nov. 17. The group’s latest album 
Simple Math was released in 2011, and their greatest hits 
include “I’ve Got Friends” and “Make It To Me,” which 
is a collaboration with the band Grouplove. Presented by 
CD102.5, Manchester Orchestra will be playing for around 
$20 a ticket.

 John Mayer entered the spotlight with his hit songs “Say” 
and “Waiting On the World to Change.” Now he is back again 
with an all new album Paradise Valley, which was released in 
August. The album’s international tour lasts until mid-December. 
The singer-songwriter will be performing at the Schottenstein 
Center on Dec. 3, and is expected to have a full show.

Manchester Orchestra/Nov. 17

Justin Timberlake/Nov. 16

John Mayer/Dec. 3

MGMT/Nov. 14



 Seniors Abby Wilmer and Carsyn Hager cheer on the 
field hockey bears during their senior night game. The 
girls team won in a shut out against Olentangy Orange. 

  Seniors Peter Bruce and Thomas Trace and junior 
Sam Fulwider  pose in a fully packed luggage bus for 
Jones sixth grade camp. The boys were counselors for 
the first camp session on Sept. 23.

 Seniors Taylor Neely and Claire Wagner dressed for 
spirit week’s Preppy Day. Winners of spirit week days 
received gift cards to local restaurants.

 Seniors (from left to right) Griffin Turnbull, Lea Reisch, 
Zoey Dwiggins, Ellen West, Jill Waltz, Kevin Vannatta 
and Corbin Dennis show their spirit at the white out 
football game. The senior class generally leads the 
student section in cheers during the game. 
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Page design by sheridan hendrix, ’14

Golden Bears enjoy 
the beginning of fall at 
various school events

Student Snapshots
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 Senior Sarah Moore, junior Audrey Pottschmidt, and 
senior Madeline Gallagher are dressed for the hoedown 
at sixth grade camp. Counselors got the opportunity to 
relive their middle school days at camp.

 Sophomores Laine Raisch and  Maya Nauriyal 
skipped homecoming to see alternative band the 
neighborhood at Newport Music Hall. The band’s 
single “Sweater Weather” has become an instant hit 
among UAHS students.

 Juniors (from left to right) Seth Ripley, Sarah Richards, 
and Mikayla McVey pose sorority squat style on 
Homecoming night. The theme for the dance, Atlantis, 
was chosen by the student body.

 Senior Andi Norman pauses for a selfie break at sixth 
grade camp. Camp activities included hikes, a hoedown, 
skit night, songs and cheers. 

 Seniors Brigitta Gegenheimer, Leah Mills and Katie 
Stathulis visited Cedar Point with their Scottish 
exchange students on Oct. 12. The Scottish students 
were in America for ten days.

 Juniors Riley Watson and Megan Wheeler getting 
chummy with the bear at the Marv. Students can sign 
up to be the Bear by talking to cheerleading adviser 
Christine Hayes. 

Photo courtesy brigitta gegenheiMer

Photo courtesy riley watsonPhoto courtesy sarah Moore
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want to be featured in our 
next issue?

submit your pictures on twitter 
and instagram using 

 #arlbears
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Paid for by McClellan for UA Schools Committee • Peter Hahn,Treasurer • 4245 Reedbury Lane, Upper Arlington, Ohio 43220

Business-minded.
              Family-focused. 
     Service-oriented.

mcclellanforuaschools.com

Happy Halloween!  
Cuzzins Cows are now  

happily churning out seasonal flavors.  

Stop in and make a Pumpkin	Pie	Sundae 
with pumpkin yogurt, graham cracker crust topping 

and whipped cream. 

Y u m!

the ywca fed me and 
gave me a warm bed
The YWCA Family Center provides 
emergency shelter and resources for 
homeless families.  We have seen a 70% 
increase in homeless families in the past 
three years.

You can help:
ywcacolumbus.org

the ywca fed me and 
gave me a warm bed
The YWCA Family Center provides 
emergency shelter and resources for 
homeless families.  We have seen a 70% 
increase in homeless families in the past 
three years.

You can help:
ywcacolumbus.org

the ywca fed me and 
gave me a warm bed
The YWCA Family Center provides 
emergency shelter and resources for 
homeless families.  We have seen a 70% 
increase in homeless families in the past 
three years.

You can help:
ywcacolumbus.org
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by grace Moody, ’14

W      hat began last year as just 
another art assignment for Alicia 
McGinty’s Designing with 

Materials classes has turned into a long-
term, community-wide project. Students 
across the district are collaborating to create 
fabric panels that artistically show what 
Upper Arlington means to them. When 
completed, the panels will be displayed 
throughout the community, as a quilt.

The premise of this art quilt project 
explores the essential question: What does 
it mean to be part of the Upper Arlington 
community? Through art, the goal is that 
those involved will reinforce the importance 
of community in their lives by the design 
and message that they convey on their 12-by-
18 inch fabric panel.

Seniors Kellye McGlumphy and 
Callie Zimmerman are working with 
McGinty to help the elementary school 
classes create their quilts. McGlumphy 
and Zimmerman took McGinty’s 
Designing with Materials class last year 
and are now using their work with the art 
quilt as their senior capstone project.

The two plan to go to the elementary 
schools to help the kids with their quilts. 
Each class within the elementary schools 
will come up with a design that each student 
in the class will follow while making his or 
her fabric panel.

This project was funded by a grant from 
the Upper Arlington Education Foundation. 
Barb Harti, a former UAHS art teacher 
who retired in 1993, donated $100,000 to the 
UAEF to be used for visual arts.

With this grant from the UAEF, the art 
department bought white muslin, a cotton 

material to be used for the quilts. McGinty’s 
art classes then created fabric and colors to 
be put with the muslin to create the boutique 
fabrics. These fabrics, made at the high 
school, are being brought to other schools 
throughout the community.

McGinty hopes to gain participation 
from various residents and generations 
throughout UA. Among the different 
generations in the community, McGinty 
knows that the importance of community 
will be different for not just each generation, 
but each person.

“For all different generations it’s going to 
be different things, or all different people, it’s 
going to mean all different things,” she said.

One way McGinty hopes to include 
more of the community in the project is to 
host a quilting course within the next couple 
of months.

“I’m also doing a night course with 
Melissa Hasebrook [Language Arts teacher] 
during October and November, so we’ll 
have moms come in and create a quilt too,” 
McGinty said.

On Jan. 27, the panels will be displayed 
together at the 2014 State of the City 
Address, an event which consists of a speech, 
a year in review video and a 2014 slideshow.

“We’re never sewing them together; 
they’re always going to be separate, but 

they’ll be close together,” McGinty said.
After the quilt is displayed to the 

community at the State of the City of 
Address, the various fabric panels will be 
separated and then permanently displayed 
throughout UA.

“We’re going to hang them together 
in different locations throughout Upper 
Arlington,” McGinty said. “The idea is 
then it will rotate, so they will switch them 
around. So the first year they will go where 
they were created.”

 McGinty hopes that through this 
project students and residents will see the 
importance of community in their lives.

“I see kids when they’re finishing up, so at 
the high school level. You hear a lot of times, 
‘I’m not coming back here,’” McGinty said. 
“But then you get out and you realize what a 
great community UA is. We tend to have a 

lot of people who grow up here and then 
come back.”

After creating a quilt last year, 
McGlumphy was able to see the 
importance of community in her life.

“We have great spirit and sensitivity,” 
McGlumphy said. “Everyone helps 
everyone. Most kids I would think 
would say that [growing up in UA] 
shaped who they are, [by] having that 

solid background and people to support you 
from all angles.”

McGlumphy is excited to see the final 
product and how the quilt displays Upper 
Arlington in a positive light.

“Everyone’s portrayal of what 
community is and what Upper Arlington 
is will all come together through this one 
project,” McGlumphy said. “I think it’s 
neat to see all those aspects of UA and the 
community as a whole.” 

‘‘Everyone’s portrayal 
of what community 

is and what Upper Arlington is 
will come together through this 
one project.”

Senior Kellye McGlumphy

A Community Quilt
Juniors Katherine Baldwin and Julia Anderson created these fabric panels for the UA art quilt. The two created their fabric panels in their Designing with Materials class.

courtesy alicia Mcginty

Upper Arlington collaborates on art project for local display



iPhones, cars and houses galore, come 
on inside and see what’s in store. A 
place where we live in wealth and out 

of trouble, don’t get yourself trapped in 
the UA Bubble. Or at least, is that what 
everyone else thinks about us? 

It’s easy to judge Upper Arlington 
by the clothes people wear, the way 
people talk and of course our status as 
the top contributor to Apple’s iPhone 
industry. For some of us, seeing past the 
luxuries and being thankful for living in 
a community such as Upper Arlington 
is not easy.

Everyone has heard of the bubble. It 
guards Upper Arlington residents from 
the rest of life and the real world. 

Have “outsiders” heard of the 

bubble? Possibly, but we’re really not 
as famous as we think. We always 
dress to impress, cradle our phones 
and always express our thoughts in 
140 characters or less. And for that, 
we get branded by 
the rest of central 
Ohio as rich, 
snobby and wild. Is 
that something we 
deny? Well, no. We 
have things like the 
UA Confessions 
Twitter page and a 
parking lot full of 
black Jeeps to be 
proud of. 

But the Upper 
Arlington school 
system is said to be 
one of the best in 
the state, as it is even highly ranked in 
the country. So why does everyone only 
see the bad in this place? There’s a time 
when you just have to say, “who cares?” 
It’s our job to praise our community 
and be greatful for the place we live and 
people we live with, right?

Sports are some of the most exciting 
aspects of UA. But the fact that we 
have such a successful variety of athletic 
teams puts us even a step higher than 
other schools.

The football team celebrates 
victories in and out, the 
tennis team wins many state 
titles and both the boys and 
girls’ lacrosse teams won 
championships just recently.

Other than sports, which 
we all know are great, 
our academics also prove 
themselves to be much better 
than average Ohio high 
schools. With  phenomenal AP 
and IB programs, it’s easy to 
see that Upper Arlington is a 
honorable place to grow up.

Maybe we do dress way 
too nice for the occasion of school, 
and maybe we do judge each other 
by every little detail. But that’s what 
makes us part of the Upper Arlington 
community. So let’s stick a needle in 
the infamous UA bubble, and show off 
what makes UA unique. 

Bursting the 
UA bubble
Stereotypes others have of 
community impact students, 
even if they don’t apply to them

While sifting through various 
social media sites, i see funny 
tweets and posts, but there’s 

one thing that bothers me the most: 
grammar. the one concept hated by 
most students, but essential to all writing. 
these days people are so used to loling 
or #yoloswagmoneying they don’t have 
time to view the importance of grammar. 

when people misspell common words 
and make simple grammar mistakes, i want 
to introduce them to the new invention 
called a dictionary. we have become fluent 
in a new abbreviated language through 
texting and social media. 

For those that haven’t passed first 
grade english, words called homonyms 
sound the same but are spelled differently. 
For example: to, too and two all have 
different definitions. some other words in 
the english language are not so obviously 
different, but have similar sounds such as 
your versus you’re and then versus than. if 
stumped, google it on your smartphones 

instead of taking the perfect selfie for 
snapchat. no matter how similar these 
words seem, your intelligence decreases 
with each misused word.

technology should be used to 
enhance grammar 
with easy access to 
the internet, not be 
a hinderance. these 
days we are able to 
communicate to 
people thousands 
of miles away in a 
matter of seconds 
and learn more about 
the world by a matter 
of a few taps, but the 
actual functions of 
a phone go away as 
the population only cares about passing 
the next level of candy crush or hitting a 
green pig with an angry bird.

additionally, the english language has 
thousands upon thousands of words, 
but we choose a select few to take over 
our vocabulary. swear words can bring 
emphasis to your status updates but also 

show your incompetence to find a word 
that truly describes the situation.  addition-
ally, sentences like with excessive words 
and like overused words including like, gets 
like annoying. Poor ability in delivering the 

message you want to convey 
does not make you sound smart.

according to a study done 
by wake Forest university and 
Penn state university,  the 
more time spent texting lead to 
poorer scores on grammar tests. 
Most teenagers can’t find the 
switch between abbreviations 
and an english paper.

instead of spending time 
texting, use it to learn more 
beneficial lessons, maybe even 
some grammar.

i know how most high school students 
have hundreds of pictures and tweets to 
read through, but sometimes it’s a good 
idea to pick up a book. instead of picking 
up your phone to text your friends, using 
on an average three letters per word, go 
to the local library where they put the 
alphabet to more use than “lol.”  

TTYL Grammar

by kelly chian, ’16

by hasheM anabtawi, ‘15
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What do you think of the Pope’s 
stance on gay rights?

How do you think the new 
Science Lab will help students?

What do you think of Miley 
Cyrus’ new attitude? 

“I think it is a bad 
thing. I think it ruins 
the image she had 
created and makes 
people not like her as 
much.”

Freshman Caden Skaggs 

“I think it’s definitely 
a step in the right 
direction. Whether 
it’s moral or not, it’s 
Christian to love 
everyone.”

Senior Julia Crone

“I think that it’s a 
very good thing. 
The Catholic church 
needs be open to 
different kinds of 
people.”

Junior Carter Bivens

“I feel like it will help, 
like math lab and 
WIW help. It gives 
students a chance 
to ask questions and 
teachers get extra 
time with students.” 

Sophomore Kylie White

interviews conducted by  lindsey Meredith
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In 2006 when we first met her, she was 
scampering through the halls of Seaview 
High with her trusty companions 

Lilly Truscott and Oliver Oken, going to 
entertaining lengths to protect her secret 
identity as a widely known pop-star. Seven 
years later, some would argue that she has 
gone off the deep end. Who is this character? 
That’s right, we’re talking about the post-
Liam Hemsworth tongue-waggling queen of 
twerk: Miley Cyrus. 

Due to her latest antics including her 
performance at the Video Music Awards, the 
video to her hit song “Wrecking Ball” and a 
handful of public appearances nearly in the 
nude, Miley has America enthralled. Here’s a 
brief recap: she sang, she twerked, she rubbed 
herself with a foam finger. And she did it all 
in shiny, skin-colored underwear. Long story 
short, the world saw a lot 
more Miley than it ever 
had before.

The release of her 
“Wrecking Ball” video gave 
Miley’s critics even more 
material to work with. The 
main points of the video 
included Cyrus tenderly 
licking a sledgehammer 
(let’s hope she got her 
tetanus booster) and 
swinging naked atop an 
actual wrecking ball. All 
this is artistically punctuated 
by startlingly close shots of Cyrus’ tear-ridden 
face. Despite all arguments, the video was 
a hit. Breaking the Vevo record previously 
held by One Direction, “Wrecking Ball” 
racked up over 15 million views in a 24 hour 
period. I mean, what better complements a 
catchy chorus and exceptional vocals than the 
singer’s naked body laying in a pile of rubble?

Miley also recently teamed up with Mike 
WiLL Made It, Wiz Khalifa, and Juicy J to 
record and film a video for their single, “23.” 
The title is in reference to Michael Jordan’s 
jersey number-- who knew Miley was such a 
basketball fan! Her appearances in the video 
consist mostly of her walking around a high 
school in various raunchy outfits that vaguely 
resemble basketball jerseys. Perhaps the most 
entertaining aspect of this whole ordeal is 
the fact that Miley attempts to rap-- and let’s 
just say she’s no Busta Rhymes. If Hannah 

Montana was still alive in there, Miley used 
this stunt to finally bash the metaphorical 
pink guitar into her blonde head.

All opinions aside, career-wise, Cyrus is 
a genius; the media is constantly scrambling 
to document her every move. People can’t 
wait to see what ridiculous stunt she’ll pull 
next, and there’s no doubt she’s stashing 
a few up her sleeve (or, um,  wherever she 
stores things). 

If Miley’s goal was to discard the 
inevitable goody two-shoes reputation 
brought about by her Disney Channel roots, 
her recent actions did so in record time. As 
her singsong drug references and scandalous 
ensembles have practically screamed, Miley’s 
a big girl now. But despite her obvious 
success, many would agree that her journey 
to show the world she’s all grown up has 

become vulgar, and honestly, 
a bit comical. Is the nudity 
really necessary? I mean I’m 
all for self expression, but 
considering the wide age 
range of VMA viewers, it’s 
probably a good idea to keep 
it more appropriate. Billy Ray 
Cyrus, Miley’s father, said 
in an interview, “I think she 
could’ve went out and [done 
her VMA performance] in 
a flannel shirt and a pair of 
jeans, and it would have still 

been just as strong.” 
This, of course, begs the question: if it 

would’ve been just as strong in a flannel 
and jeans, why did she have to do it in 
her underwear?

One thing I think we can all agree on is 
that although Miley’s rise to the top has been 
ludicrous,  it has kept us watching. 

“Miley is.... evolving as an artist,” Billy Ray 
said in the same interview. 

I don’t know what father would 
approve of his daughter grinding on 
a thirty-six-year-old man in front of 
millions of viewers, but at least there’s no 
tension in the Cyrus household.

So Miley, you just keep doing you- but 
please do it in a bit more clothing. Remember 
that the world is watching (and most of it is 
probably laughing). And one final piece of 
advice: keep your tongue in your mouth or 
you’ll catch flies. 

Miley Madness 

by kiMMy sullivan, ’15



A Legacy of Excellence 
The Upper Arlington High School is worthy of being known. 

Within the first few days of becoming principal, I learned history, 
tradition and points of pride around which the high 
school and community flourish. As I listened, teachers, 
students, and community members expressed the 
willingness of our students to meet high expectations 
on their way to success. UAHS has a tradition of 
success like no other high school in this state.

These foundational pillars, by their very 
existence, have given every activity that our high 
school community embraces the expectation 
of high standards. Each of these activities 
communicates those high standards in a different 
way, using a different “motto.”

That is why we are undertaking a new mission 
in order to express our standard of excellence to our 
community and region in a unified fashion. The task 
of creating a singular school “motto” is to simply find 
a common language through which we can express 
our willingness to meet all high expectations. A new “motto” would 
allow me to communicate with our school community in a language 
that will ultimately become associated with excellence.

What do we consider when creating an effective motto? 
• The phrase needs to quickly distinguish Upper Arlington 

High School from other high schools. 

• The phrase should 
communicate the essence of 
our promise to deliver quality 
educational pathways for all 
students and their supporting 

families.
Why is it 

important to 
create a motto? 

• A motto 
communicates 
the passion, 
purpose,and elite 
standards of our 
high school with 
just a few words. 

• As the 
centerpiece of our 
community, our 
Upper Arlington High School can create a real 

sense of unification around one message of success. 
• We each daily represent the wonderful tradition of UAHS 

and one motto would communicate our willingness to meet, with 
excellence, all the demands that lay ahead.

It is my hope that each of you will take some time to collaborate 
with friends and family to discuss the opportunities that come with 
creating a motto. We have so many creative and talented students, and 
I look forward to working with all of you on this project. Go Bears! 

Six aP/ib classes and no studyhall is 
not the way i intended to spend my 
senior year. but after considering 

my graduation requirements, 
my interests, and my college 
applications, i couldn’t bring myself 
to lighten my load. although not 
every senior may  be as crazy as i 
am, and some are crazier, i believe 
every senior is experiencing crazy 
feelings about our last year here.

Personally, i didn’t see senior 
year coming. but even as i got my 
schedule and textbooks, even as 
i walked in on the first day feeling 
like i owned the place, and even 
as i kept telling myself i was a 
senior, i still was in denial that my 
days at uahs are numbered. 

unlike a very small fraction of my peers 
who know what they want to do, i am a 
member of the “i don’t really know yet” party. 
we’ve all been asked the obvious questions 
over and over by this point, and will be asked 
infinitely more times. “where are you going 

to school? what do you want to study?” 
although i know people are just curious, and 
i myself ask my friends these questions, when 

posed with the issue 
myself i just want to 
run away and hide 
in my elementary 
school.after that, my 
life plan turns into a 
universe’s worth of 
opportunities and 
branches. an abyss 
where the path 
drops off and i’m 
supposed to spread 
my wings and fly 
away, or however 
you want to put it. 

every day 
i hear other seniors talking about the 
future. college visits, scholarships, sports, 
financial aid, affordability, essays, deadlines, 
applications, admissions, hopes, dreams, 
concerns, and most of all stress, stress, stress. 
not to mention all of the ‘lasts’ this year, 

whether in school, sports, extracurriculars, 
or any other area of life. then on top of that, 
there’s capstone, service hours, and the 
regular struggles of life.

with so much going on, i have one 
message for my fellow seniors: everything 
will work out. no matter what college you are 
accepted to or decide to attend, you can have 
a great experience there. no matter where 
you and your friends end up, you can make 
the effort to stay in touch, and you will always 
have each other to rely on. when someone 
presents a well-intentioned inquiry as to what 
your plans are for the future, it’s ok to smile 
politely and admit that you have no idea. we 
are not running out of time. go where you 
want, and if you change your mind, it’s ok. 
last of all, stress is ok in moderation, but don’t 
let it take over. every part of your life is the 
best part of your life, just for different reasons. 
Make senior year unforgettable, but know that 
wherever you go next will be amazing too. 
and wherever that may be, you have your 
friends, classmates, and teachers from upper 
arlington to support you.  

So Senior: Guest columnist shares insights

Top 11 Mottos

1.  Determined to 
Succeed 

2. Excellence Motivated
3. Win The Day
4. Fight On
5. Be The Change
6. Excellence Driven
7. Make A Difference
8. Bear Excellence 
9. Be Great
10. Dream Big, Work Hard
11. Always Forward

by guest coluMnist
PrinciPal ryan Mcclure

by guest coluMnist 
athena Patitsas, ’14
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editorial cartoon by tJ kennedy

staFF editorial

Aren’t we all just looking for a place to 
fit in? A place to feel accepted, where any 
one person can choose the fate of his or 
her own life? We are all bound by certain 
people, illnesses, appearances and races. 
These are certain unchangeable traits 
that we have no control over. But what 
about when the topic is changed to who 
we love? The main barrier that stands in 
the way of expressing our sexuality could 
be embarrassment in society, or the more 
usual contender: religion. 

But maybe the wall of religion 
separating freedom and ethics is beginning 
to thin out. It might not be relevant for all 
religions, but one strict faith has taken the 
first step in breaking down the wall.

Pope Francis of the Roman Catholic 
Church recently expressed his opinion 
towards homosexuality in the face of 
religous beliefs. Francis believes that 
although the Church has its power and 
trustworthiness, it also has its boundaries. 

“Pope Francis said the church has the 
right to express its opinions but not to 
‘interfere spiritually’ in the lives of gays 
and lesbians,” according to CNN.

Although Francis is against speaking 
excessiveley on the topic of homosexuality, 
he warns that if the church keeps 

suppressing peoples’ feelings, the roots of 
the church’s beliefs will begin to die out, 
causing it to fall apart. 

Does it sound like Francis is going 
against the church? To many followers, 
yes, they believe it is diminishing the value 
and power of the church. 

But Francis is only being realistic. He 
stresses the fact that religion is only a guide to 
life, and ultimately each human is entitled to 
his or her own freedom.

“Religion has the right to express its 
opinion in the service of the people, but 
God in creation has set us free,” he said, 
according to CNN. 

But Pope Francis’s intention is to 
diminish the church’s condemning view 
on homosexuals, as this was never the 
basis of the Catholic Church’s belief. 
He quotes from the Catholic Church’s 
doctrine, the Catechism, that “gays and 
lesbians must be accepted with respect, 
compassion, and sensitivity.”

Although Pope Francis has only 
created a statement on the issue regarding 
homosexuality within religion, acceptance of 
the issue has become one step closer. For him 
to express his opinion, looked down upon for 
a long time by the Catholic Church, means 
that only beneficial reform towards the 
church’s beliefs on homosexuality can come 
in the future.  

One Step Forward
Pope Francis of the Roman Catholic Church 
takes a stance on acceptance of homosexuality

The Catholic Church and other 
Christians should be more 
accepting of LGBT+ people.

You plan to see the movie based 
on J.K. Rowling’s 2001 book, 
scheduled to premiere in 2014.

The science lab is beneficial 
to students who need help 

understanding science concepts  
or completing work. 47%

DATA FOR THIS YAY OR NAY COMPILED THROUGH A VOLUNTARY SURVEY OF THE 
STUDENT BODY.

You plan to visit (or have visited) 
a farm or pumpkin patch this fall.

You appreciate the new features 
provided by Apple’s iOS 7.

You plan to attend a live concert  
in the Columbus area before  
the end of the calendar year.

66%

Miley Cyrus’  VMA performance 
and “Wrecking Ball” video were 
beneficial career moves.

58%

47%

74%

You would consider taking a gap 
year between high school and 

college to stay home, travel,  
or join a program.

57%

62%

46%

47%	YAY,	15%	NAY,	38%	UNDECIDED

38%	YAY,	46%	NAY,	16%	UNDECIDED

57%	YAY,	20%	NAY,	23%	UNDECIDED

66%	YAY,	22%	YAY,	12%	UNDECIDED

47%	YAY,	37%	NAY,	16%	UNDECIDED

62%	YAY,	27%	NAY,	11%	UNDECIDED

74%	YAY,	7%	NAY,	19%	UNDECIDED

36%	YAY,	58%	NAY,	8%	UNDECIDED

yay or nay coMPiled by kiMMy sullivan
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