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Co-Editors in Chief. A title that has been 
revived after four years of a single Editor-in-
Chief of Arlingtonian. The Dream Team—our 
modest title for ourselves—has taken on the 
responsibility of leading a staff through the 
course of this upcoming school year. Along 
with Managing Editor Hashem Anabtawi, we 
hope to break new ground with this privilege 
and take Arlingtonian to a new level of 
sophistication and prestige.

We have many plans for the future of 
Arlingtonian. This year, we are aiming to have a 
strong newsmagazine that covers topics begging 

to be exposed. We want to put a magnifying 
glass to the successes and faults of UAHS and 
the community. Our goal of every issue is to 
portray these views to the students of UAHS, 
to make people think and reflect. Whether they 
disagree or agree, we want to know. We want 
to represent the students and teachers when we 
write. We want the school to speak up. Though 
our newsmagazine has a staff of only 21 
students, we represent the voices of hundreds of 
people in a community. 

We are also ready to begin the task of 
informing the public of events that are not only 
going on in Upper Arlington, but all over the 
world. We want students to question their plans 
for the future and venture into unknown territory 
with each Arlingtonian they read. We are ready to 
provide the information this community needs to 
think outside its comfort zone. 

We speak for the entire staff when we 
say that we are dedicated to the success and 
accuracy of this publication. Working on and 
publishing the first issue of Arlingtonian has 
been a blast and incredibly rewarding. We thank 
the staff for choosing to spend their final days 
of summer typing away in Room 221 rather 
than opting out for the summer sun. The staff 
looks forward to an exceptional year and is 
prepared for the long hours ahead. 

Happy reading!

Arlingtonian Co-Editors in Chief
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Arlingtonian is a student-produced 
newsmagazine published approximately every 
four weeks by the Journalism III-A students at 
upper Arlington High school. the publication has 
been established as a public forum for student 
expression and for the discussion of issues of 
concern to its audience. It will not be reviewed or 
restrained by school officials prior to publication 
or distribution.

since Arlingtonian is a forum for student 
expression, the editorial board, which consists 
of the staff ’s editors, will determine the content 
of the newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; 
therefore, material may not necessarily reflect 
the opinions or policies of upper Arlington 
school officials. 

the views stated in editorials represent that 
of a majority of the editorial board. No single 
member of the editorial board can be held 
responsible for editorial content decisions. signed 
columns or reviews represent only the opinion 
of the author.

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, 
guest columns and news releases from faculty, 
administrators, community residents, students and 

the general public. the Arlingtonian editorial board 
reserves the right to withhold a letter or column 
and return it for more information if it determines 
the piece contains items of unprotected speech as 
defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters and columns 
meeting the above criteria will be posted in full on 
the Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.com 
for a minimum of four weeks. Arlingtonian and 
its staff will strive to publish only legally protected 
speech following the legal definitions for libel, 
obscenity and invasion of privacy. 

the staff will also refrain from printing stories 
that create a material disruption of school activities. 
Because the Arlingtonian staff will determine 
content of the publication, it will therefore also 
take complete legal and financial responsibility 
for what is printed. Arlingtonian will not avoid 
publishing a story solely on the basis of possible 
dissent or controversy.

the Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing 
and production costs through advertising sales, 
donations and fundraisers.

the editor or co-editors shall interpret and 
enforce this editorial policy.

Thank you to our donors!
Arlingtonian is provided free to all students and staff with  
contributions from the generous people and businesses below

Arlingtonian Editorial policy
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remaining issues for that school year. 
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school year. To find out more, go to: 
www.arlingtonian.com/donate
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 EbolA oUtbrEAk
Deadly virus spreads from Africa to U.S.

ebola, a deadly viral disease that causes fever and intense 
weakness, is spreading across west africa in its worst outbreak in 

history. 
on aug. 4, the world health organization reported 1,603 cases and 887 

deaths in guinea, sierra leone, liberia and nigeria. it has spread since.
ebola is spread by humans through direct contact as well as indirectly 

through the environment. the virus’s death rate, which can reach 90 percent, is 
causing panic throughout infected villages. 

many americans are concerned about ebola’s spread through travel. 
two infected americans, Dr. Kent Brantly and missionary Nancy 

Writebol, were transported to atlanta, ga. this month for treatment. 
Despite Brantly being the first Ebola patient to be treated in the 

united states, Center of Disease Control Director Dr.  Thomas 
Frieden dismissed fears that brantly and writebol would spread the 
disease in the states. 

“these are american citizens. american citizens have 
a right of return,” Frieden told the new york times. 

“i certainly hope people’s fear doesn’t trump 
their compassion.”

By JENNy JIAO, ‘16

▲  Lebron James announced on July 
11 that he would not be renewing his 
contract with the Miami Heat. Instead, 
James is returning to the Cleveland 
Cavaliers after four years of playing for 
Miami. Thousands of basketball fans from 
across Ohio eagerly await his return.

▶ The deadly virus Ebola has spread 
across Western Africa and has even 
spread to the U.S. via two international 
travelers. At press time, they were being 
treated in Atlanta, Ga. Ebola causes 
fevers and fatal weakness, and its 
mortality rate is around 90 percent.
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 lEbron rEtUrnS
Star NBA player returns to Cavaliers

lebron James has won two nba championships, four nba 
mvp awards, the nba rookie of the year award, and two 

olympic gold medals. now, he is bringing his talents back to ohio. 
after seven years with the cavaliers, James left his hometown to play 

for the miami heat in 2010. after opting out of his miami contract, James 
announced his decision to return to cleveland on July 11.

Sophomore Justin Whitcomb, a uahs basketball player, and thousands 
of ohioans are eagerly anticipating James’ return. 

“i’m excited to see him play in his hometown,” whitcomb said. “i 
think James will have more support because the people in cleveland 
want a championship.” 

according to sports illustrated, James hopes to be a mentor to the 
young players on the cleveland team as he attempts to lead them to their 
first championship.

James’ reasons for leaving miami go beyond just basketball. 
he believes that the struggling city of cleveland needs all 

the talent it can get and he hopes to show young kids 
that there is no better place to grow up than 

northeast ohio.
By SARI ROyER, ‘16
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 CriSiS in GAzA
Deadly fighting breaks out in Middle East

this summer, a conflict that originated decades ago became 
deadly for the people of the gaza strip and israel after almost 

two years of relative calmness.
Tensions flared when, in June, three teenagers were allegedly kidnapped 

and killed while hiking in the west bank, according to ABC News. Israel 
accused Hamas—a terrorist group in israel—of killing these teenagers, which 
the group denied. 

in response, israel arrested more than 300 Palestinians living in the gaza 
strip, many of whom were a part of hamas, and killed at least ten people. a 
palestinian teenager was also kidnapped and killed.

attacks quickly escalated between israel and hamas, leaving citizens in the 
cross-fire.  According to Press TV, the death toll of palestinians is over 1,500, 
with a fraction of these fatalities being members of hamas. in addition, 
dozens of israeli soldiers have been killed.

The groups, however, agree to temporary ceasefires. Some have 
lasted seven hours and others have lasted three days. during a 

72-hour ceasefire that began Aug. 5, both sides discussed a 
“lasting arrangement to keep the peace,” according 

to The New York Times.
By ELLA KOSCHER, ‘15

 AirlinE CrASHES
Commercial airline shot down in Ukraine

on July 17, Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 was shot down as it 
flew over Ukraine from amsterdam, netherlands, to kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia. The flight contained 280 passengers and 15 crew 
members; there were no survivors. 

according to CNN,  a classified U.S. intelligence analysis concluded that 
pro-Russian rebels in Ukraine most likely fired the missile.

the rebels, however, denied any involvement in the plane crash when 
accused by the ukrainian government. Russia also denied any involvement. 

the plane was shot from a high altitude that would require sophisticated 
missile systems to shoot down. both russia and ukraine possess such systems, 
but the ukrainian government said that none of its missile systems were in 
the rebel-controlled area when the plane was shot down. 

in addition, russia has been arming and supplying the rebels, and u.s. 
officials said that heavy weaponry, including rocket launchers, recently 
crossed the border into the conflict area, according to CNN. 

Since the crash, airlines have refrained from flying over these 
war zones. the Federal aviation administration issued a 

notice prohibiting U.S. flights in the airspace over 
eastern ukraine until further notice. 

By BECINA GANTHER, ‘16

▲  Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 crashed 
in eastern Ukraine on July 17, en route 
from Amsterdam, Netherlands to Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. The airline, which was 
carrying 295 people, was allegedly shot 
down, according to reports from Russian 
and Ukrainian media. 

◀ A bomb explodes in the north-eastern 
Gaza Strip on July 22. Targeted bombings 
in central Gaza City have people fleeing 
supposed safe buildings, many of them 
now left homeless and have lost family 
members. The permanent ceasefire is 
being discussed.

5August 21 , 2014

News sports spotlight FeAtures op/ed



August 21 , 20146

Op/EdNEws SportS FEaturEsspOtlight

Athletes

photo by megan wheeler

photo by katherine  wilburn

page design by emma ballou, ‘16, dan casey, ’15 
and megan wheeler, ‘15

Fall sports teams begin their seasons  
as the new school year begins

▲▲ A variety of off-season athletes prepare for their 
upcoming seasons by training over the summer. Ice 
hockey, wrestling and baseball athletes are among 
those pictured.

▲ Senior Tanner Miley (left) and junior Corinne Stowe battle 
it out for the ball in the field hockey arena. The girls’ first 
game is Aug. 20 at Thomas Worthington.

▶ Junior Will Collis, the starting goalie for the boys 
varsity soccer team, jumps for a ball during the team’s 
first scrimmage. The boys’ first game is Aug. 19 at 
Pickerington Central.

photo by emma ballou
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Senior Austin Russell
What are you doing 
to prepare for the 
following season? 

we practiced twice 
each day for two 
weeks and had a pre-
season tournament. 

What are some goals 
you hope to achieve?

we hope to have a positive winning record 
for regular season and to win districts.

What are the strengths of your team 
so far?

although our team does not have physical 
advantages over other teams, we are very 
skilled technically and are very quick on 
the ball.

How do you think the team will do 
this year?

i think we have a lot of potential to 
be very good and make a run in the 
playoffs. 

GirlS fiEld HoCkEy
Senior Audrey Pottschmidt

What is your 
favorite part 
about the team?

we’ve been through 
so much together 
and no matter what, 
at the end of the 
day, good or bad, we 
still love and respect 

each other enough to work together on 
the field. And what makes us so special is 
that we’re all best friends off the field too. 
I know that I can go to my field hockey 
sisters with anything and they’ll always 
have my back.

How do you think you will do against 
your competitors?

if there was ever a year for ua to 
make into the final four, this is the year.  
we’ve got an incredible senior class as 
well as some very talented returning 
underclassmen. We’re definitely hoping to 
win some games this year.  
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photo by katherine wilburn

photo by megan wheeler

◀ Sophomores Allie Stillman (left) and Olivia Trott 
practice their cheers for the upcoming football season. 
Join the girls in supporting the Football Bears Friday,  Aug. 
29 vs. Dublin Jerome at home.

▼ Varsity A co-captain Audrey Berger warms up for her 
senior season. The Girls Tennis Bears play Friday, Aug. 15 
at 11 a.m.

photo by emma ballou
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his journey here on Andros ... is a 
learning experience for everyone, 
from when the plane lands to when 

the plane takes back off a week later,” 
Andros intern Tyler Fountain said.

Fountain, a UA alum and an intern at 
an Andros Island field station, interacts 
and teaches students who go on the trip.  

“Not being distracted by the business 
of the westernized world and being able to 

just sit back and enjoy the sound of silence 
is truly an unforgettable feeling,” he said.  

Each year, biology teacher Lynn Reese 
gathers students willing to endure life in 
nature and with an optimistic mindset 
to take a trip to Andros Island in the 
Bahamas. The students stay on the island 
for a week, where they scuba dive, explore 
and learn from a series of UAHS advisers 
and interns staying in Andros.  

 “It’s nature and life, and that’s all they 
have to appreciate and enjoy the week that 
they are there,” Reese said.

 The adventure is strongly 
recommended by UAHS teacher Amanda 
Fountain, Tyler Fountain’s mother and 
a chaperone on one of the three Andros 
trips this past summer. She said anyone 
interested in studying the oceans or 
looking for a unique learning opportunity 

Headline
Students take a trip to the Bahamas for a week to 
immerse themselves in science

by hashem anabtawi, ’15
and Jane eskildsen, ‘15

Row 1: Senior Alex Hoey, senior Alex Beery, senior Louisa Varanese, junior Sari Royer and 
teacher Lynn Reese. Row 2:  Teacher Melissa Hasebrook, senior Tommy Ward, senior Eric 
Berger, senior Meredith Grilliot, senior Lauren Wagner,  senior Audrey Pottschmidt, senior 
Kate Hennessey, senior Maggie Hobson, junior  Sydney Metcalf and senior Megan 
Wheeler. Row 3: Senior Cole Hendrix, junior Libby Royer, senior Molly Plasket, junior 
Grace Brethel, junior Kelly Strayton, junior Isabelle Scott, senior Avery Brick, senior Katie 
Porter, senior Haley Plahuta, senior John Scott and teacher Chris Hasebrook. Row 4: 
Junior Drew Farber, senior Sam Beam, senior Ryan Valette, senior Brian Barnett, teacher 
Amanda Fountain, junior Dan Rumpz, senior Mitch Holland and senior Matt Daehn.

photo courtesy chris hasebrook

An Adventure in 
by HasHem anabtawi, ‘15 
and Jane eskildsen, ‘15

UAHS students visit 
another country  
to immerse themselves 
in science

August 21 , 20148
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would enjoy the excursion. 
“Andros is a unique tropical experience 

that is unadulterated and all natural, 
without all of the prefabricated hype that 
most of us are used to when we travel 
to tropical locations,” Fountain said. 
“Forget commercialization and simple 
conveniences, because you won’t find 
those on Andros. Instead, Andros offers 
you the chance to really live.”

This year’s second group of 30 students, 
including junior Grace Brethel, took the 
trip for a week to Andros and came back 
with new friends, unforgettable memories 
and a true appreciation for the outdoors. 

“I would definitely recommend the trip 
to other people,” Brethel said. “I would say 
if you’re looking to go somewhere in the 
Bahamas that is like a resort area, this isn’t 
the trip for you; if you’re into adventuring 
and camping, then this is the trip for you. 
If you’re looking to make a lot of long-
time friends also, then definitely go.”

At 2,300 square miles, Andros is the 
largest island of the Bahamas and the fifth-
largest island in the Caribbean, according 
to the official website of the Bahamas. Its 
miles of deserted beaches and freshwater 
lakes play host to countless species of 
wildlife, marine life, flora and fauna.

“The trip forces all participants to dive 
in with all five senses to really experience 
the science and culture of the island,” 
Fountain said. 

 Andros is covered with vast areas of 
wetlands that create channels perfect for 
bonefishing, a sport in which the rare 
bonefish is hunted. They are found mostly 
in tropical waters and are difficult to catch. 

When visitors feel like taking a break 
from their adventures, the island offers quaint 
settlements and secluded beaches known for 
their local charm and laid-back lifestyle.

There are many activities for visitors 
to take part in. Senior Eric Berger said 
he enjoyed the experience overall, but he 
particularly enjoyed being in the water.

“My favorite activity was easily 
scuba diving,” Berger said. “I would 
recommend all aspiring Andros students 
to take the opportunity to get scuba 
certified before the trip.”

Fountain also goes into detail about 

the numerous other activities students 
undergo during the trip. According to 
teacher Amanda Fountain, the activities are 
practically endless.

“The days are full with learning through 
a variety of activities, such as snorkeling, 
nature walks in different environments, 
science education in the field and in a 
classroom, hands on learning in the water 
and on land, and cultural interactions with 
locals in Red Bays [Village], where they 
weave baskets and practice sustainable 
living,” she said. “There’s also tasting 
traditional Bahamian food, trying edible 
plants, learning how to identify different 
plants and wildlife on the islands and the 
learning and activities go on and on.”

Both students and teachers were attracted 
to the blue holes; Fountain said they are one 
of the most memorable parts of the trip. 

“I loved the freshwater blue holes,” 
Fountain said. “They were a cool respite 
that you can jump into and just relax. I 
also really enjoyed snorkeling and learning 
how to identify the creatures that we were 
swimming with.”

The blue holes have their own 
historical background that reveal the past 
of the island that surrounds them.

According to the Bahamas website, 
blue holes, found inland, are formed by 
water erosion and flooding at the end of 
the last ice age. The oceanic holes connect 
to the intricate inland underwater cave 
system. As the tides rush in and out, 
ideal feeding grounds are formed for the 
animals of the Bahamas. 

A unique feature of inland blue holes 
is their layer of fresh water that sits upon 
layers of salt water below. The name “blue 
hole” comes from the indigo color of 
the water in the center of the opening, 
according to the Bahamas website. 

Along with offering a fascinating 
adventure in a faraway place, the trip had 
an impact on some students’ future careers 
and daily lives.

“One of the biggest takeaways from 
the trip is the reminder that we are all 
connected to each other and the natural 
world around us,” Amanda Fountain said. 
“Every action we take leaves an impact on 
others and our world, so be nice to each 

A sign for a store on the island of Andros. The groups 
went to the local village during their trip and learned 
about the culture of the islanders. 

courtesy sydney metcalF

Three groups of UAHS students, ranging from 10 to 30 
students per group, visited the island this past summer. 
The students stayed for a week, learning about the 
culture and animals on the island. 

A sunset on the Island of Andros capturing the palm tree 
scenery. Students took pictures of the sunset and much 
more sights throughout the week-long trip.

courtesy gichristoF/Flickr

courtesy sydney metcalF
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other and gentle toward our environment 
so others can experience the same thrill of 
seeing nature in action.”

The trip allows students to see the 
world through a different lens. 

“When students are immersed in a 
field experience like Andros, 
or any other field experience, 
they learn so much more 
than just the set curriculum. 
Students learn not only about 
science on the trip, but also 
about themselves,” Fountain 
continued. “Their eyes are 
opened to another culture, 
another country and another 
environment so different 
from UA.”

The trip also had an impact on Brethel 
and her daily life as a result of the 
bonding she made between her peers.

“Making new friends was definitely 

the best part of the trip, and I would 
recommend it to anyone that is willing 
to take the leap,” Brethel said. “It was 
probably one of the best weeks of my life, 
and it definitely had a lasting effect on me.”

Reese said the trip has an impact on all 

of the participants. The barrier between 
teachers and students wears down as the 
group bonds.

“I often have said that I learn more 
about a student in a week on the island 

than I do sometimes in a year having 
that same person in class. I see a 
totally different kid sometimes on the 
island, where in class they are kind of 
withdrawn and disinterested, they’re 
bored,” Reese said. “On the island they 

are really enthusiastic and 
eager to explore. I think it 
definitely lends itself well to 
hands-on learners.”

The ultimate value of the 
trip, to Fountain, is the new 
experiences, new friends and 
unforgettable adventure.

“You will learn, you will 
make new friends, get to know 
people on a deeper, purer level, 

and you will force yourself to stretch and 
grow beyond your imagination,” she said. 
“The people of Andros are wonderful, the 
natural environment is spectacular—and 
the roads are absolutely atrocious!”  

 The trip forces all par-
ticipants to dive in with all five 
senses to really experience the 
science and culture of the island.”

UAHS teacher and Andros 
chaperone Amanda Fountain

coral reefs are very impor tant in the bahamian society. 
they are necessary to foster plant and animal biodiversity. 
“they help defend shores from storms and waves and draw 
visitors to countries that depend on tourism,” according 
to ear thwatch.org. coral reefs are built up by tiny animals 
called coral polyps. coral reefs are known as the ‘rainforest 
of the sea’ because they are the home to the most animals 
than in the rest of the ocean. 

courtesy travelvivi

Found rarely in the waters of the bahamas, the bathynomus 
is a terrifying giant isopod with a razor-sharp jaw that lurks 
8,500 feet underwater and grows more than a foot long.  
the bathynomus is the largest member of the isopod family, 
allowing it to feed on many prey on the seafloor. However, 
since seafloor animals are limited in species, the food for this 
crustacean is sometimes scarce, leaving it to feast on fallen and 
dead animals from the shallow waters when lucky, according to 
Tribune 242’s Marine Life News. 

GIANT ISOPOD

courtesy raFFles museum news

CORAL REEFS 

Sights and creatures found in Andros Island in the Bahamas
Under the sea 
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you plan to attend the Twenty 
One Pilots concert on Sept. 4-5 at 
the LC Pavilion. 

you are excited for football 
season to start.

you are staying up-to-date with 
the current crisis in Gaza and 

the middle East.

DATA FOR THIS yAy OR NAy COmPILED THROUGH A  
ARLINGTONIAN SURVEy OF THE ARLINGTONIAN STAFF

you are happy mr. Theado is the 
new principal. 

you cheered for Germany in the 
final game of the World Cup.

The annual school trip to Andros 
is a good educational experience 

for those interested in science.

you are playing a fall sport.

63%

56%

81%

56%

you were happy to see Lebron 
return to Cleveland. 

81%

88%

56%

50%

yay or nay compiled by Jenny Jiao

25% yAy, 63% nAy, 12% UndECidEd

56% yAy, 6% nAy, 38% UndECidEd

88% yAy, 0% nAy, 12% UndECidEd

44% yAy, 50% nAy, 6% UndECidEd

81% yAy, 6% nAy, 13% UndECidEd

56% yAy, 38% nAy, 6% UndECidEd

38% yAy, 56% nAy, 6% UndECidEd

81% yAy, 13% nAy, 6% UndECidEd

by hannah benson, ’15

Any time an instrument can be used 
as a vehicle to travel somewhere, 
it typically leads to life-changing 

experiences,” orchestra co-director ed Zunic 
said in an interview with ThisWeek News. 

it seems that the members of symphony 
strings, uahs’ most elite orchestra, would 
agree. symphony strings returned from 
a 12-day concert tour in china with an 
orchestra from mirca costa, ca., on July 6, 
the orchestra’s first venture outside of North 
america. the orchestra performed in six 
different venues across the country, including 
the glittering shanghai oriental arts center 
and prestigious beijing concert hall. 

bob phillips, president of the american 
string teachers association, was struck by sym-
phony strings’ performance at the ohio music 
educators conference in 2013 and invited the 
orchestra to join the league of astonishing 
strings on a concert tour of china. this journey, 
though a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, came 
with a staggering price tag of $110,000. 

to raise money, orchestra students 
opened a program called practice partners in 
which symphony students helped elementary 
school orchestra members perfect their string 
techniques. the program was orchestra co-
director gretchen Zunic’s personal favorite 
fundraising effort.

“it really allowed our high school students 

to connect with our fourth- and fifth-grade 
students,” she said, “and i think all of the students 
gained tremendously from the experience.” 

they found even more success with a gala 
concert and silent auction at hastings middle 
school, billed as “bears to beijing.” this event 
raised a whopping $15,000. 

senior anna smoot, a violinist, chose to 
focus her fundraising efforts on the bears to 
beijing gala. 

“i showed up early [to bears to beijing] to 
help set up,” smoot said. “my mother helped 
organize the silent auction that was held.” 

smoot says the effort paid off; she 
remembers the final concert in Shanghai 
most fondly. 

“the last piece that we played was called 
‘spring Festival overture,’” she said. “it is 
widely popular in china. [the audience] 
clapped along while we played... after each 
performance, everyone wanted pictures with 
us, which was cool.” 

Junior violinist chloe amsterdam agreed. 
“the audience was actively listening, and 

in our finale piece they were cheering and 
clapping along, which made it exciting for 
us,” amsterdam said. “it made it feel like they 
were thoroughly enjoying our music.”

when they weren’t performing sold-out 
concerts in shanghai theaters, orchestra 
students were visiting tourist attractions such 
as the great wall of china, the Forbidden city 
and the site of the beijing olympic games.  

The Orchestra Bears take a photo break in China’s Tiananmen Square. The Bears traveled throughout China over the 
summer for almost two weeks, playing a total of six concerts. 

courtesy ua orchestra

A Musical Journey
Symphony Strings students return from concert tour

“
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Who is Andrew Theado?
As the new school year arrives, so does a new principal. Below are eight 
interesting facts about the new leader of Upper Arlington High School.
by owen auch, ’15

He jams out  
to classic rock.

“pink Floyd is my favorite band of all time. i 
have every single album and song.”

He has advice  
for freshmen.

“For freshmen, my advice is to get 
involved with something. we offer so 
much here, there’s so many different 
things you can get involved in. try 
something out, and if it doesn’t work, 
try something else. and if there’s 
nothing here that interests you, start 
your own club. but get involved and try 
to find your niche here because this is 
a big place but we offer so much that it 
makes it feel like a small community.”

He loves seeing 
students grow 

through high school.
“i enjoy working with young 
adults because they’re [ready] 
to go on their own and for me 
to see that transition from when 
they’re in middle school and rely 
a lot on mom and dad to when 
they leave high school and are off 
on their own; i think that’s a really 
cool thing.”

He enjoys working  
with young people.

“i went to college, and i didn’t know 
what i wanted to do and i found out 
i liked science a lot. so i majored in 
science, not knowing what i wanted to 
do other than that i liked it. i graduated 
with a degree in science, and i took a 
year to substitute teach and coach a 
little bit, and i really liked working with 
young people. so that was kind of the 
spur to go into education.”

He wants the school  
to be a community.

“we’re going to look at the building 
as a whole and figure out what we 
can do.  and par t of that also is 
talking to students, talking to parents.  
this is a community building, and we 
are here to serve you and serve the 
community. so we have to have all 
the stakeholders involved before we 
make a bunch of changes.”

He has lots of hobbies.
“i like to do a lot of things. i like to 
exercise, i like to bike and run, and i 
like to work out with weights. but i also 
like to spend time with my family and 
my kids; my kids crack me up, i love just 
being with them. i love to scuba dive. 
i have a lot of hobbies so when i have 
the time I try to figure out which one is 
best but it usually involves my kids.” 

He is well educated.
“i went to high school at bishop watterson 
high school, and then i went to wright state 
university and graduated in biology and played 
baseball there. i got a masters degree from ohio 
state university in science education and i got a 
masters from ashland [university] in education 
leadership. so i’ve been around.”

He has a focus  
on attendance.

“one thing that we are going to take 
a look at is attendance, specifically 
unexcused absences where students 
are skipping. we’re going to have a 
closer watch on what’s going on there. 
but we’re not closing down campus or 
doing all these changes like that ...we’re 
going to sit and talk to students, and 
figure out how we can make this a 
better experience for them.”

photo by dan casey, ’15
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courtesy ali derick

courtesy alexia callanan

courtesy audrey Jones
courtesy delaney heller

1

UAHS students share their summer 
adventures on social mediaVACATION

courtesy erin eastwood

courtesy danny tomasZewski
courtesy Joe levitt

1- Senior Erin Eastwood (left) and her sisters take a scenic 
photo in front of the Potomac River. While in D.C., the siblings 
enjoyed visiting Georgetown Cupcakes and checking out the 
National Archives.

2- Freshman Alexia Callanan took this picture of a sunset 
while in Santorini, Greece. Callanan visited Greece this 
summer to attend a wedding.

3- Sophomore Ali Derick stands in front of a waterfall in Na 
Pali Coast, Hawaii. To get to the falls, Derick had to embark 
on a seven-hour hike. 

4- Junior Danny Tomaszewski and his sister Katie pose for a 
picture in front of the Eiffel Tower. Tomaszewski’s family went 
on a 12-day tour of Ireland, Italy, England, France and Spain. 

5- Junior Joe Levitt posted this photo of a sunset he saw 
while in California. Levitt traveled there to visit longtime friend 
AJ Camillo, who moved there two years ago.

6- Senior Delaney Heller looks out onto the beach. Heller 
vacationed with fellow senior Emily Jones in Ocean Isle, N.C.

7- Junior Audrey Jones stands on the mountains of Machu 
Picchu. She traveled to Cuzco, Peru to build greenhouses near 
schools to fight childhood malnutrition in school children.

by ellise shaFer, ’17



To what are you most looking forward this school year?

Senior Gracie 
Bergdoll

being a senior  
and having fun  
with friends.

Senior Theo 
Randolph

excited for open 
study hall and 
senior spots.

Sophomore  
Alexis Lowe

For field hockey 
season with all my 

friends.

Senior Ryan 
Blattner

exciting new 
privileges now 

available as a senior.

Those of us who have jumped through the necessary hoops to 
obtain a driver’s license all know the feeling of seeing a police 
officer on the road. Though they’re here for our safety, there’s 

something about passing a cop car that sends a chill through the spine 
of even the most cautious driver. Even if you’re doing nothing wrong, 
the mere sight of a watchful police car—lights dimmed, nose turned 
toward a road full of unsuspecting drivers—can cause a surge of panic: 
“Do I have a brake light out? Is the speed limit here 35 or 40? Is he 
pulling out behind me?” 

But far beyond the momentary alarm of simply 
passing a cop, or even being followed by a cop, is the 
sight of impending doom, a death sentence due to 
vehicular insubordination: the blue and red lights. 
A smaller, less fortunate group of us have certainly 
experienced the stomach-dropping sensation of those 
blinding, carnival-worthy lights, of being summoned 
to the roadside and put at the mercy of some 
unknown officer. 

Late this July, I found myself in one of these 
situations for the first time. It was a bright morning as I 
raced down U.S. Route 33 on my way to Hocking Hills. 
Obnoxiously singing along to none other than Robin 
Thicke’s “Blurred Lines,” I failed to recognize that a 
State Highway Patrol vehicle was clocking my speed. His car whipped 
out behind me like in a segment from “Cops.” My heart skipped a 
beat. I wasn’t sure what the speed limit was, but I was willing to bet it 
wasn’t 84 mph. I slowed down to a cautious 55 in a final attempt to 
salvage what innocence I had left, but it was too late. The cruiser lit up 
like a Christmas tree.

I obediently handed over my license, then told the officer through 
a flood of tears that no, I did not realize I was going that fast and no, 
I could not find my insurance and registration information in the 
glovebox. After about 20 minutes I received a ticket and a pamphlet 
that told me that I, along with a parent, was to appear in court in one 
week. There, my fate would be decided. 

At 8:30 a.m. the following week, I arrived with my mother at the 
Fairfield County Juvenile Traffic Court in Lancaster, ready for my 
episode of “Law and Order.” After all paperwork was squared away, 
seven pairs of anxious teens and parents filed into the courtroom. You 
could have cut the tension with a knife—or, perhaps, cracked it 
with a gavel.

One by one, I listened to each culprit give his or her testimony, 
from rolling stops to speeding tickets, fender-benders to failure to 
dim, I heard it all. My mom and I turned to each other wide-eyed 
when the judge revoked one girl’s license for a year.

Finally, it was my turn. The judge asked me to confirm my identity.
“Yes,” I said, with a nervous crack in my voice. 
I admitted to the charge, presented my story, then 

braced for impact as she scanned my paperwork 
again. My future was in her hands. Finally, she 
looked up; her decision was made.

“Well, we’re going to do a fine of $11 plus court 
costs, and …” I held my breath. “That’s it.” 

That was it? A measly fine? No license 
suspension, no essay, no nothing? There had to have 
been a mistake. Incredulously, I picked my jaw up off 
the floor, thanked the judge and floated out the door.

Not only had I been lucky at the Fairfield County 
Juvenile Traffic Court that day; I had also been lucky 
the day the state trooper pulled me over. If I had hit 
another car at that speed, the collision could have 

been fatal. My final fine totaled $80, which was reluctantly withdrawn 
from my precious summer earnings, but some people end up giving 
up much more than $11 plus court costs.

Teenagers are notorious for being bad drivers, but it isn’t always 
our skill that’s at fault. Although we are the rookies of the road and 
make occasional mistakes, the true danger often lies in becoming 
distracted. A car full of tone-deaf teenagers belting their favorite song 
can make it impossible to focus on your own vehicle, let alone the 
actions of others on the road. And if you do realize you’re speeding, 
being five minutes early isn’t worth the risk of getting hurt. So 
although it’s easy to be careless and obeying the speed limit isn’t 
always the “cool” thing to do, it’s better to be safe than sorry.  

by kimmy sullivan ’15

A Speedy Trial
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Senior Lisa Fowler

being in the  
front at the  

football games.

Junior Daniel Wang

Junior status,  
testing galore, 
driving myself,  

still poor.

Freshman Sydney 
Whybrew

having more 
independence and 

fewer rules to follow.

Senior Michael 
Chung

not slacking off  
in my last  

school year.

8 in 8 compiled by sarah shroyer
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staFF editorial

In the current day and age, staying 
updated is as easy as clicking a 

button. We can find out about the 
latest celebrity scandal and the 
trending songs and artists by simply 
checking TMZ or turning on the TV 
to E! News. 

However, fewer and fewer teenagers 
are aware of the mass shootings, 
political mishaps and international 
crises just a few channels away. 

Most students can associate twerking 
with Miley Cyrus and rattle off the names 
of the entire Kardashian family, yet are 
unable to describe the Ukrainian-Russian 
crisis or even point out Israel on a map. 

After a summer of catastrophe that 
has left the international world in 
limbo, many remain stuck in their own 
world and oblivious to the devastating 
wars and mysterious plane crashes that 
surround them.

Ignorance doesn’t only lie with 
students; Americans in general are so 

staFF editorial cartoon

Deaf to Disaster
Students remain unaware of current world issues 

absorbed with their own families and 
communities that they seldom take 
the time to inform themselves about 
world affairs. 

Students may be aware of some 
global controversies, but they often 
are blind to the specifics of each issue.

For example, it is generally 
known that there is deadly conflict 
transpiring in the Middle East. 

However, to some, that issue seems 
too distant to be relevant to their 
individual lives, so they disengage 
from keeping updated. 

In reality, the recent flare in Israeli-
Palestinian conflict in Gaza is a 
product of the decades of violence and 
hatred between the rivaling countries. 

This July, due to failed peace 
talks, a series of kidnappings and 
murders, and a blockade of Gaza 
Strip by both Egypt and Israel, the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict escalated 
to Israeli airstrikes on the Gaza Strip, 
resulting in nearly 2,000 deaths.

By just reading a couple sentences 
about Gaza, your knowledge and 
awareness of the current issue can 
increase significantly. 

If students just spent a few 
minutes a day reading or watching 
the news, they would become more 
educated citizens of our community, 
nation and world at large. 

Thus, we could become a more 
perceptive generation able to adapt to 
and impact our surroundings. 

I am freaking out 
about the Ebola 
virus. So scary.

OmG! I accidentally 
downloaded that on my 
computer last week and 

now I can’t tweet.

You can’t get Ebola 
through water

You can’t get Ebola 
through air

You can’t get Ebola 
through food

You can only get Ebola from touching bodily 
fluids of a person who is sick with or has died 
from Ebola, or from exposure to contaminated 
objects, such as needles. Ebola poses no 
significant risk in the United States.

First Day of School



Our offices are located  
in the Old Arlington mallway:

1991 guilford rd. 
upper arlington, oh  43221

(614) 488-CooP

Cooper Insurance Group is  
an Independent Insurance Agency Providing  
Auto, Home, Business, and Life Insurance.

Auto, Home, Business  
and Life Insurance

Proudly providing policies 
through Erie Insurance.

Together we offer  
GREAT RATES and  
GREAT SERVICE.
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