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As we—the co-Editors-in-Chief—enter our 
last fall as UAHS students, we reflect on our 
years together. In the rather unmemorable year 
of 2008, our friendship began to blossom. The 
Dream Team became inseparable. We’ve been 
through it all, from countless awkward middle 
school moments to countless awkward high 
school moments. We’ve gotten lost on Bent Tree 
Boulevard, a street in a random Dublin housing 
development (that surprisingly has no bent 
trees). We’ve paid homage to pets who died in 
the late 18th century at the nearby pet cemetery. 
We’ve spent too many hours watching Brendan 

Fraser and Harrison Ford movies with our 
parents to count. 

This is our last fall together. The last time we 
will go on crazy night drives to follow the Jet’s 
Pizza delivery car. The last time we will cheer on 
the Bears in the student section at a Friday night 
football game. Our last homecoming dance. Our 
last series of standardized tests. Our last chance to 
binge watch eight seasons of Desperate Housewives. 
These are our lasts. 

As great as it will be to move on to the 
next chapter in our lives, it will definitely be a 
bittersweet year for the Dream Team. We hope 
that everyone reading will cherish the memories 
they make this fall and this school year with the 
people who mean the most, that you can look back 
on these years with relief that they’re over, but 
glad they happened. So take some of that creative 
thinking writers Owen Auch and Kimmy Sullivan 
write about in this issue’s spotlight and translate 
that motivation into everyday life.

To the freshmen who haven’t even been in high 
school a month, we encourage you to make these 
years as crazy, random and memorable as possible. 
And to the seniors who can’t decide if they have 
Senioritis or an actual attention disorder, hang in 
there. May will be here sooner than we know it.

So here’s to a year of lasts; let’s hope they are as 
memorable as ever.

Happy reading!

Arlingtonian Co-editors in Chief
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Arlingtonian is a student-produced 
newsmagazine published approximately every 
four weeks by the Journalism III-A students at 
Upper Arlington High School. the publication has 
been established as a public forum for student 
expression and for the discussion of issues of 
concern to its audience. It will not be reviewed or 
restrained by school officials prior to publication 
or distribution.

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student 
expression, the editorial board, which consists 
of the staff ’s editors, will determine the content 
of the newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; 
therefore, material may not necessarily reflect 
the opinions or policies of Upper Arlington 
school officials. 

the views stated in editorials represent that 
of a majority of the editorial board. No single 
member of the editorial board can be held 
responsible for editorial content decisions. Signed 
columns or reviews represent only the opinion 
of the author.

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, 
guest columns and news releases from faculty, 
administrators, community residents, students and 

the general public. the Arlingtonian editorial board 
reserves the right to withhold a letter or column 
and return it for more information if it determines 
the piece contains items of unprotected speech as 
defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters and columns 
meeting the above criteria will be posted in full on 
the Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.com 
for a minimum of four weeks. Arlingtonian and 
its staff will strive to publish only legally protected 
speech following the legal definitions for libel, 
obscenity and invasion of privacy. 

the staff will also refrain from printing stories 
that create a material disruption of school activities. 
because the Arlingtonian staff will determine 
content of the publication, it will therefore also 
take complete legal and financial responsibility 
for what is printed. Arlingtonian will not avoid 
publishing a story solely on the basis of possible 
dissent or controversy.

the Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing 
and production costs through advertising sales, 
donations and fundraisers.

the editor or co-editors shall interpret and 
enforce this editorial policy.

Thank you to our donors!
Arlingtonian is provided free to all students and staff with  
contributions from the generous people and businesses below

Arlingtonian Editorial policy
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Fresh Crafts Gallery 
is a contemporary craft and  
art gallery featuring American  
Made Artisan Goods, including  
ceramics, glass, wood, metal, 
textiles, paper, jewelry,  
greeting cards, and more!

Monday–Friday: 10–6 
Saturday: 10–5

2068 Arlington Avenue
Upper Arlington, Ohio 43221

www.freshcraftsgallery.com

 
College applications got you 

STRESSED OUT?!! 
 

Sarah Magill’s 
Write Way to College 

can help. 
 

From ACT/SAT tutoring to brainstorming ideas for your 
college essay and polishing the final draft,  

Write Way to College  
offers individualized coaching from an experienced 

journalist, editor, and writing teacher. 
 
 
 

Write Way to College  
has worked with students accepted to highly selective 

schools, including Notre Dame, Vanderbilt, Cornell, Wake 
Forest, and the U.S. Naval Academy, as well as to the 

Fulbright Scholars Program. 
 

Check out  Write Way to College on  Facebook and contact 
Sarah at  smagill33@gmail.com or(614)306-7075. 

 

 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Bodywell 

614.403.1626 
 
 
 
yoga for kids & teens 
in-studio or on-location 
 
 
 
thebodywellstudio.com 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We have been THE Test Prep source 
for about ½ the Classes of 2014 / 2015 

and look forward to meeting 2016. 
 

PSAT/SAT Workshop @ UAHS 10/5 
ACT Workshop @ UAHS 10/11 & 12 
Individual or Small Group Tutoring 

(ACT or SAT) in our home 
Essay/Resume/Common App Help 

 
www.CollegeSmiths.com 

richsmith0678@att.net    614-519-0678 
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Proudly serving Upper Arlington 
for over 30 years!

5September 26 , 2014
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by Maeve o’brien, ’16

The cluttered, inefficient and outdated 
format of Moodle indicated that 
it was time for change. Enter 

Schoology. With more capabilities and a 
cleaner look, Schoology provides UAHS 
with a more effective form of student-
teacher communication. 

Before, students had to find their courses 
and then self-enroll using a password. Even 
then, some teachers didn’t utilize Moodle. 
The need for a solution became apparent. 

“I think all in all [Schoology] will help 
[learning] because students will have one 
place where they can go, where they’ll 
have all their assignments, where all the 
communication can work via that one 
website,” freshmen English teacher Michael 
Donelson said. “I think it will improve 
education as a whole.” 

The UAHS administration saw the need 
for a new platform that students, parents 
and teachers could all utilize. 

“Many sites did not enable parents to 
login to see their child’s course information,” 

Chief Academic Officer Emilie Greenwald 
said. “We wanted something common that 
all students, staff and parents could use.” 

Schoology has received praise for its 
new functions. Students are automatically 
enrolled in their classes and can view their 
grades directly from the website, instead of 
separately logging on to PowerSchool.

“The most predominant thing that 
seems to be different is the news feed 
where, as people sign into different groups, 
everybody’s conversation will come in,” 
Donelson said. “It’s more like a Facebook-
type of interface where every student, every 
teacher, every administrator; whatever they 
say can layer in together.” 

Junior Cameron Wade believes 
Schoology is more compatible with 
modern technology. 

“Schoology is designed to integrate well 
with Google,” Wade said. “So it will likely 
simplify my process as a student from a 
logistical standpoint.”

Although students have been able to take 
advantage of the new features, there remains 
confusion in the transition, as some teachers 

photo by eMMa ballou

A student signs into her Schoology account. Most teachers have started using Schoology by requiring their students to 
log on for homework and activities. 

still use Moodle instead. 
“While I wish that the UA Schools 

would choose one learning management 
system and stick with it, the switch to 
Schoology has been relatively hassle-free,” 
Wade said.

The amount of accounts, usernames 
and passwords can be overwhelming. 
Powerschool, Noodletools, online textbooks, 
Edline and Turnitin are among the list. 

Schoology synthesizes a number of 
these websites into a cohesive platform. 
Furthermore, the school district 
standardized the Powerschool and 
Schoology passwords to be the same as the 
school computer logins. 

“Instead of having multiple sites to 
log into, [students] can now see all of 
their course information in one place.” 
Greenwald said.

Some Moodle-dependent teachers have 
to uproot their online material and relocate 
to Schoology. However, most teachers seem 
to be making the transition now in order to 
operate the website smoothly by January. 

“The majority of teachers I know are 
eager to just get going, and so they’ve 
already set up Schoology,” Donelson said. 
“So I think by second semester we’ll have 
100 percent participation.”

The massive transfer of data to 
Schoology produced some issues. A 
handful of students have not been able to 
log in to Schoology at all. 

“There have been some glitches where 
we’ve had students who haven’t had their 
sign-ons, but, all in all, it’s been a pretty 
good transition,”  Donelson said.

Despite the initial bumps in the system, 
Schoology seems to be a promising 
platform for teachers to build their classes 
upon. Moodle is out, Schoology is in: 
effective January 1.  

New Tools 
for UA 
Schools
District trades in 
Moodle for Schoology 



Athletes

photo by SaSha dubSon

photo by MeGan wheeler

paGe deSiGn by SaSha dubSon, ‘15 and MeGan wheeler, ’15

As temperatures cool down, fall teams  
bring the heat to defeat their competitors

photo by  dan CaSey

▲▲  Senior Sarah Shroyer defends the goal at the varsity 
game against Thomas Worthington on Sept. 10. The 
team’s next game is at 7 p.m. on Sept. 29.

▲  The freshmen girls volleyball team plays against 
Central Crossing. Its next game is Sept. 30 at 5:30 p.m. 
at Dublin Jerome.

▶ Avery Justyn warms up at a JV tennis match.  The 
next match is on Sept. 27 at 10 a.m. vs. Columbus 
School for Girls.

September 26 , 20146
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Senior Kyle Kaparos
How are the fans? 
our student section 
has been great 
with the Spirit Club 
leading it. [there is 
also] a lot of support 
from the community 
and the alumni.
What are the 
team’s biggest 

accomplishments so far?

Starting off 2-0 has really helped us. it has 
given our team a lot of confidence going 
into the [upcoming] week[s].
What are some challenges you will 
face this year?
we have some pretty tough away-league 
games that are important to win in order 
to make the playoffs.
Do you have any traditions the team 
is continuing?
running out of the tunnel at the start 
of the beginning of the game has always 
been tradition for us. 

GIrls GolF
Junior Kelli Khale

How has your 
team done so far?

So far, our team has 
been strong. with 
no seniors on the 
team this year, we 
definitely have to 
step up our game in 
order to place in the 
higher sections of 

our matches and tournaments. 
What improvements can be made to 
the team? 

For us, our main struggle is definitely our 
approach shots. we can all hit long and 
straight. but when it comes to hitting it on 
the tight greens that we’ve been playing on 
this year, we could practice that more.
What inspires this team to do well 
this year? 

our inspiration comes from our 
confidence. we know that we can easily 
place highly, even as a young team. we 
give it our all at every match. 
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◀ The JV water polo team takes on Worthington 
Kilbourne at home. The team’s senior night is Oct. 8 at 5 
p.m. vs. Cincinnati Sycamore.

▼ Junior Jack Stummer takes a free kick at the varsity 
team’s second game against Thomas Worthington. The 
team’s senior night is Sept. 30 at 7 p.m.

photo by SaSha dubSon
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Spirit Club gains popularity among students this fall

School spirit is quickly gaining 
momentum around UAHS as the 
fall sports season reaches its peak. 

Seniors Gracie Bergdoll, Devon Holland 
and Jack Plasket lead Spirit Club. Their 
objectives are to bring support to all 
the school’s teams and activities while 
involving the whole 
student body. 

“[Spirit Club] has 
gotten so many Twitter 
followers, huge support 
at sporting events, not 
just football games and 
the younger kids are 
involved,” Bergdoll said.

As the school year 
begins, major changes 
are underway at UAHS. 
The most prominent 
change is the addition 
of new principal 
Andrew Theado, who 
filled the shoes of 
past principal,  Ryan 
McClure.

The presence of 
Theado has had a 
positive effect on both 
the students and sports 
team.  He attends many sporting events 
and adds a new level of school spirit.

“It’s not so much the absence of 
McClure that will change things as 
much the presence of Theado,” Holland 

said. “[Theado] is always so excited and 
encouraging. High school students need 
a positive authority figure like him to 
show school spirit.”

This year’s athletes are gaining more 
support from their peers as the student 
sections grow.

“I’m a firm believer in positive 
energy,” said Bergdoll. “I think it’s 
helpful when you have people cheering 
for you and hoping you win as much as 
you want to.”

With Theado leading the school 
there is a new sense of UA pride 
throughout the community.  This 
directly correlates with school spirit.

“People have a lot of school pride just 
in our community, so there will always 
be a great amount of school spirit,” 

Plasket said. “But, when teams 
are performing well it does 
make it easier to get people 
involved in the games [or] 
events. When teams have 
success, it gives everyone a 
reason to come out and cheer.”

 This year a goal set by the 
seniors is to attend all sporting 
events. This contrasts to 
previous years where students 
focused all of their energy on 
attending football games and 
participating with the chosen 
theme set by Spirit Club. 

“We’re trying to spread 
the spirit to all sports and 
activities,” Holland said. 

This year the club has 
grown and includes students 
from all grades.

“Things will be a lot 
different this year because we 

have a larger club,” Plasket said. “With 
larger support from the school we are 
able to reach out to different groups of 
people and make sure that everyone is 
involved at the sporting events. ” 

by Sari royer, ‘16

Students cheer on the Bears during the first home game. The theme of the game was 
America and the Bears beat Dublin Jerome 36-0. 

photo CourteSy  oF andrew theado

Soarin’ on School Spirit 

Sophomore Riley Royer raises her hand in response to a question posed by science teacher Lynn Reese. Teachers striv
e to balance students’ interests with content.        

photo by SaSha dubSon

Where Dance is the  
Ultimate Expression

RegisteR  
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Camps today!
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Sophomore Riley Royer raises her hand in response to a question posed by science teacher Lynn Reese. Teachers striv
e to balance students’ interests with content.        

photo by SaSha dubSon

often feel bound by state and federal entities’ push for 
standardization and content-dense classes, unable to 
promote creative thinking in students despite their 
best efforts.

 With such a profound emphasis 
placed on content in public schools, teaching 
creative thinking often falls to the wayside. 
Nevertheless, creativity plays a vital role in 
preparing students for their futures, both in 
education and in the workplace.

In an economy where competition 
for jobs is fierce and employment 
opportunities are scarce, students will need 
innovative skill sets to stand out from the 
crowd. Science teacher Wendy Pinta said 
creative thinking, specifically in the form 
of problem solving, is critical to students’ 
success in the future. 

“Adaptability and problem solving, 
and approaching things in new and novel 
ways, are so crucial to a student who later 
in life is going to need to do that not only 
in the courses they take but in the careers 
that they’re going to have,” Pinta said. 
“[They will need] to be able to adapt and 
problem solve for questions that are not 

even problems to society right now.”
In educational statistics, creativity 

is not a quality in students that can 
be quantified. English teacher Matt 
Toohey said individual creativity, even 
though it doesn’t appear in statistics, is 
important not only in science and math 
but also in the humanities.

“As we read all of these statistics on 
education and how the United States 
is lagging behind, the one thing we still 
have in this country is the voice of the 
individual,” Toohey said. “While it might 
be important for students to be able to 
assess facts and be behind microscopes and 
be really good at math and engineering, 
it’s also important for them to be able to 
communicate, to be creative, to be witty, to 
paint and draw and sing.”

Social studies teacher Scott Shinaberry 
also believes in the importance of individual 
ingenuity. Shinaberry said creativity is vital to 
economic and societal advancement.

“You think of Steve Jobs developing Apple 
and creative people like Elon Musk with Tesla; 
when these visionary people have ideas of 
what can be done and push there, that is really 
what develops medical cures and develops 
new scientific developments,” Shinaberry 

ou must strive to find your 
own voice. Because the 
longer you wait to begin, 

the less likely you are to find it at all, 
Thoreau said. ‘Most men lead lives of 
quiet desperation.’ Don’t be resigned to 
that. Break out!” 

These are the words of John Keating, a 
fictitious character depicted by the recently 
passed Robin Williams in the 1989 movie 
Dead Poets Society. An English teacher at 
the conservative Welton Academy, Keating 
uses unorthodox methods in his quest to 
teach students to be creative and think for 
themselves. In one scene, Keating stands 
on his desk as a reminder to students that 
“we must constantly look at things in a 
different way.” Keating’s passion inspires 
his students to buck conformity and 
engage in English; several of the students 
start a “Dead Poets Society” in which they 
read and write poetry and music. 

At UAHS, students desire the same 
engaging and creative teaching that 
Keating provided his students at Welton. 
According to an Arlingtonian survey, 84 
percent of students think they would 
learn more if classes at UAHS did more 
to promote creativity. But UAHS teachers 

Promoting creative skills in the classroom is important to many, but this ideal  
can be difficult to achieve due to curriculum guidelines, government mandates

by owen auch, ‘15 and kimmy sullivan, ‘15
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How important is promoting creativity 
through classroom activities?

not iMportant at all 2%

SoMewhat iMportant 19% iMportant 42% very iMportant 37%

Survey reSultS reFleCt data ColleCted throuGh a SepteMber 2014 voluntary arlinGtonian Survey oF 200 StudentS

said. “When we look at a country 
like China that has struggled 
with innovation, they had slower 
growth in places that develop more 
innovation and creativity.”

Not only is creativity useful; 
it makes education exciting, 
rather than an activity students 
dread. Senior Sam Fulwider said 
encouraging creativity makes class 
more meaningful for students.

“You want to come out of a class 
mentally exhausted because you want 
to know you put forth the effort and 
the attention that was needed for that 
class and that you got something out 
of it instead of the teacher just feeding 
information to you,” Fulwider said.

Community School, an alternative 
track for students at UAHS, operates 
on a philosophy of teaching students 
to think creatively. Social studies and 
Community School teacher Scott 
Yant agrees that creativity is of utmost 
importance in the classroom.

“I think it’s the most important aspect, 
bar none,” Yant said. “Creativity is the 
genius of humanity, and without that 
school is boring.”

Although many agree that creativity is 
extremely valuable, they disagree on whether 
UAHS is successfully promoting creative 
thinking in students.

Sir Ken Robinson, an international adviser 
on education who champions the role creativity 
in the classroom, argues in a 2006 TED talk 
that the American school system is “educating 
people out of their creative capacities.”

However, principal Andrew Theado said that 
Upper Arlington promotes creativity more than 
Robinson claims. 

“I think Upper Arlington does a good job, 
and we could do better, but we do a good job of 
focusing on the whole child. If you look at all 
the stuff that doesn’t go on the state report card, 
we’ve got clubs, extracurriculars, we’ve got a 
tremendous art and music program,” Theado 
said. “What we need to do better is sharing 
that with each other.”

Toohey said he sees a lack of 

independent student thinking, and 
works within the English department to 
remedy this problem.

“In the Language Arts Department we 
really try to foster experiential learning, 
students finding their own voices, through 
creative avenues,” Toohey said. “Sometimes 
we have students emulate great creative 
writers, and that allows them to find their 
own creative techniques.”

But often creativity is something 
that does not hold as much value in 
the increasingly standardized public 
school system. Shinaberry stressed 
that restrictions keep teachers from 
promoting creativity in the classroom. 
Because of these restrictions, public 
schools such as UAHS struggle to get 
students to think creatively.

“A lot of the focus around the world 
is toward numbers and easily quantifiable 
results, which don’t always foster creativity, 
and unfortunately, it seems like a lot of 
systems around the world are being forced 
into that same mold,” Shinaberry said. “In 
the past though, there was more freedom 

for high performing districts or independent-
type schools to not go that direction.

“Now it seems that all schools are going 
in this direction as they are forced to prove 
their results, but it’s hard to measure 
creativity and to sell yourself on creativity,” 
he continued. “So I don’t think there are 
many high schools and secondary schools 
that really do a good job of promoting 

creativity anymore, sadly.”
Yant sees these restrictions 

as having a negative impact 
on teachers.

“I think there are a lot 
of really frustrated teachers 
feeling like they can’t maybe 
do what they’d like,” Yant said.

However, there are ways 
for teachers to be creative 

within the system. Yant said he and the other 
Community School teachers encourage 
creativity by emphasizing student choice.

“We ask students what helps them think 
creatively. So we give students a lot of choices 
and we make those choices and decisions 
together and that makes a huge difference,” 
Yant said.

School systems offer a wide range of 
opportunities for students to excel, including 
Advanced Placement, International 
Baccalaureate and honors courses. More and 
more public schools have chosen to modify 
their curriculum to help students prepare for 
the ACT and SAT tests, in addition to meeting 
curriculum requirements to prepare students 
for state achievement tests, such as the Ohio 
Graduation Test, which will be phased out in 
2015 and replaced with Common Core testing. 
So much content leaves little time for teaching 
creative skills. 

Although standardized testing is important 
for recording district, state  and nationwide data, 

‘‘[Students] are just 
vessels that need to 

find voices, find passions 
and be self-discoverers.”

english Teacher Matt Toohey

September 26 , 201410
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connect to students’ passions, learn 
what they’re interested in and build 
on that.”

Yant agrees, stressing that 
education needs to be personalized 
to individual students.

“It’s not that there’s one way 
of doing creativity for everyone,” 
Yant said. “We have to have a lot 
of different ways.”

Finally, if teachers want students 
to be creative, education cannot just 

be a transfer of information. 
“Education is such a nebulous 

and almost archaic word, because it 
implies giving or hanging information 
to the ignorant, and students here are 
not ignorant,” Toohey said. “They are 
just vessels that need to find voices, find 
passions and be self-discoverers.”  

teachers, administrators and students 
alike often feel that too much testing is 
being required.

“As you know, there’s a lot of 
standardized tests out there. And I don’t 
want to take away from those because 
those are important… Having said that, 
sometimes enough is enough,” Theado said. 
“You assess to see where you are at. If you’re 
just assessing and assessing and assessing, 
you can never respond to that information.”

Toohey said federal and state regulations 
have caused teachers to question what they’re 
allowed to do in the classroom.

Many teachers, including Pinta,  feel the 
need to teach creative thinking to prepare 
their students for their lives ahead, despite the 
plethora of requirements they face.

“I know full well that if I don’t get 
through my content, [creative labs] may be 
the [things] that [have] to take a backseat,” 
Pinta said. “I feel pressure to do it because 
I know it’s right, but I also know it’s really 
hard to fit into the curriculum.”

 

Despite limitations, students and 
teachers still believe teaching creatively 
is possible.

Fulwider thinks the changes necessary 
must come from teachers working to 
emulate Keating in their philosophy: 
passionate, innovative and hard-working.

“Students aren’t really going to put 
forth much of an effort unless the teacher 
puts forth an effort,” Fulwider said. “It’s 
a direct relationship, if the teacher puts 
forth an effort and is engaging and wants 
the students to learn about the passion 
that they have in that subject, the students 
will want to learn as well.”

Activities and projects that emphasize 
innovation allow students to express 
themselves and prepare themselves for the 
real world, Fulwider said, because most 
careers require work in a project-like format.

A personal connection to students is 
the facet of teaching Shinaberry finds to 
be most effective to motivating students to 
think creatively.

“Whenever you can do projects, involve 
student choice and give students more 
freedom. If you can give students choice 
of a topic, choice of a format of a project,” 
Shinaberry said. “Whenever you can try to 

Despite UA’s content-driven curriculum, students  
find avenues for self-expression in select coursework

 SeNior CApSToNe projeCT 
Students enjoy complete freedom in 

topic, research and product.

 FreSHMAN AUTobiogrApHy
it’s all about you! Show off who you 

really are.

 ArliNgToNiAN
Students can express their views, design 

layouts & graphics, and report on 
community news. the student-run staff 
also encourages guest columns and 
letters to the editor.

 KiCKiN’ iT!
broadcast segments allow students to “edu-tain” 

their audience every Friday at 10 a.m.

Students prefer a mix of content  
and creativity in their assignments

100% CreATive          50/50 Mix               100% CoNTeNT
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On Sept. 1 legislation to prevent teenagers under 18 from getting piercings and tattoos around their genital and breast areas was put into effect. Issues have been raised over the 
necessity of the ban as well as whether or not it should remain in place.

by jenny jiao, ’16

photo illuStration by MeGan wheeler

eenagers can’t drive until they are 
16, vote until they are 18, or drink 
alcohol until they are 21. Now, 

new age restrictions will prohibit teens from 
getting permanent body art as well.

A new Ohio Department of Health state 
rule limits teenagers’ ability to get piercings 
and tattoos. Effective Sept. 1, minors are now 
prohibited from getting piercings or tattoos 
on their breasts or genital areas. Additionally, 
stores are no longer able to pierce ear or nose 
cartilage with a piercing gun. 

These new restrictions are a shift from 
the former rule that teenagers are allowed 
to get such piercings and tattoos with 
parental consent. 

President of the 
Association of Body Art 
Professionals Patrick 
McCarthy is the owner 
of Piercology, a piercing 
salon in the Short North. 
Along with colleague and piercer Dave Kelso, 
McCarthy worked in conjunction with the 
ODH to construct the new rule. 

Kelso describes the change as a fine-
tuning of the old and more vague rules rather 
than a complete set of new ones.

“A lot of the old rules were… 
outdated,” he said. “The industry has 
progressed and the regulations needed to 
catch up to the industry”. 

The new restriction on tattoos and 
piercings in private areas only affects young 
adults under 18. 

LeeAnn Wilson, a program specialist at 
the ODH, said that the rule is designed to 
keep teenagers from making rash decisions 
they might regret later, according to The 
Columbus Dispatch. 

Teenagers are growing and constantly 
changing their minds; they might not 
realize the implications of permanent body 
art especially in the breast and genital areas, 

she said.
On the 

other hand, 
the ban of 
piercing guns 
for cartilage 
piercings 

impacts all customers, young and old. 
The rule is intended to standardize the 

level of safety and health afforded to all who 
want cartilage piercings. McCarthy and 
Kelso said the former rules did not maintain 
strict criteria for safe piercings.

“Piercings are an invasive procedure,” 
Kelso said. “You need someone who has 
the training and ability to do an aseptic 
technique and keep everything sterile from 

the beginning of the process until the end.”
Piercing cartilage using a gun can 

have adverse effects on the customer’s ear, 
such as a cauliflower ear infection or a 
shattered cartilage. 

“The physical act of the earring tearing a 
hole [which is how piercing guns operate] 
can cause a lot of excess damage,” Kelso said. 

Now, businesses are transitioning from 
using a piercing gun to using a needle, which 
is more hygienic. 

“The needle is sterile and it’s only used 
on one person,” Kelso said. “It’s a safer way 
to get a piercing.” 

Despite its intentions, some view the 
new rule as unnecessary and restricting 
free expression.

Junior Erica Hartmus has a total of 
ten piercings on her ears and nose. She 
said that for her, piercings are a fashion 
statement and a form of self-expression.

“It’s just another way the laws are trying 
to make sure kids aren’t involved in bad 
situations,” she said. “I don’t think there’s 
any reason that someone with a nipple 
piercing is over-sexualized. It’s the same as 
wearing fancy underwear–it doesn’t mean 
you’re sexually active or anything.”

New legislation restricts minors from 
certain body piercings and tattoos

‘‘the industry has progressed 
and the regulations needed 

to catch up.” 

piercer Dave Kelso
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teenagers today are too 
app-dependant. 

You think bear Guides is 
a good way to welcome 
freshmen into UAHS.

DAtA fOr tHIS YAY Or NAY COmpILeD tHrOUGH A  
VOLUNtArY ArLINGtONIAN SUrVeY Of 10 perCeNt Of tHe StUDeNt bODY.

You like that Homecoming was 
scheduled earlier this school year 
rather than past years.

You feel most UAHS teachers 
promote creativity in the classroom.

You plan to attend one or more 
fall concerts this year. 

You think minimum wage should 
be raised from $7.95 an hour to 
$10.10 an hour. 61%

54%

You think Schoology has been a 
positive technological change.

73%

61%

45%

52%

yay or nay CoMpiled by jenny jiao

54% yAy, 24% nAy, 22% undeCIded

61% yAy, 16% nAy, 23% undeCIded

You think school spirit will 
increase this year.

58%

58% yAy, 17% nAy, 25% undeCIded

45% yAy, 30% nAy, 25% undeCIded

74% yAy, 13% nAy, 13% undeCIded

18% yAy, 52% nAy, 30% undeCIded

61% yAy, 21% nAy, 18% undeCIded

34% yAy, 48% nAy, 18% undeCIded

Hartmus feels the government should 
not limit what types of body art parents 
deem acceptable for their children. 

“If parents are saying it’s OK, that’s 
how they are being raised and I don’t 
think the law should interfere with that,” 
she said. “Why should kids be able to 
drink under their parents’ supervision but 
not get piercings [or tattoos]?”

Even though the rule stirs up questions 
on the government’s role in raising 
children, Kelso expects the change to have 
little impact on teenagers.

“I don’t personally know of any 
teenagers who are [getting piercings in 
explicit places] anyways,” he said. “It hasn’t 
been a super problematic issue so I don’t 
think that [will] really change too much.”

Junior Audrey Jones, who has gotten 
piercings from Piercology, agrees with Kelso. 

“To a degree [it might restrict self-
expression] but realistically how many 
people’s parents sign off on [those types of 
piercings or tattoos]?” she said. 

Regardless of their stances about the 
restriction on where teens can get tattoos 
and piercings, Hartmus and Jones both 
support the ban on piercing guns. The 
student body echoes their attitude towards 
improving health and safety standards in 
the body art industry [see A Piercing Effect].

“I know people who have gotten 
really horrible infections from [piercing] 

themselves and letting their friends do 
it,” Hartmus said. “This rule will help 
minimize [those kinds of side effects].”

Consequently, certain piercing 
businesses who utilize piercing guns, such 
as Claire’s, may suffer from a shortage 
of customers. Unless Claire’s switches 
to needles, it will only be able to pierce 
earlobes, not cartilage. 

Hartmus, who got her ear cartilage 
pierced at Claire’s, foresees a temporary 
obstruction to their customer flow.

“I think Claire’s will lose a lot of 
business because I know a lot of kids go 
there for cartilage piercings,” she said. “But 
they will still get [a lot] of ear lobe piercing 
business as usual.”

On the other hand, businesses such as 
Piercology, which are already operating at 
the required safety level, may benefit from 
the rule. By imposing stricter standards, 
businesses adhering to the rules are 
further legitimized and could receive a 
boost in customer flow. 

Kelso said he foresees minimal 
change to their business except for an 
influx of customers wanting cartilage 
piercings, since mall stores can no 
longer perform those. 

Although opinions vary, the true 
impacts of this new rule can only be 
revealed as teenagers, businesses and 
communities react in the long run.  

Survey shows 
mixed feelings 
about new rules 

SourCe: voluntary Sept. 1, 2014 arlinGtonian Survey oF 200 StudentS

DO YOU feeL tHe NeW LeGISLAtION 
WILL HeLp mAke pIerCING 
prOCeDUreS mOre SAfe?

DO YOU tHINk tHIS LeGISLAtION WILL 
AffeCt teeNAGerS IN UA?

Yes
49%

Undecided

  19%

No
32%

Yes
36% No

50%

I don’t know 

    14%

 A piercing effect

iMaGe CourteSy Cornbury.orG 

48%
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How do you promote creative thinking in your 
academic life?

Senior Max 
Takanashi

don’t be afraid 
of what other 
people think. 

Senior Sagel Dubey

i am open to 
learning from my 

experiences. 

Sophomore Nicole 
Holman

i use creative thinking 
for open-ended 

prompts. 

Freshman joey 
eubank

i stare at the wall 
and just think. 

i am not a number. Or am I? I spent 50 bucks, countless 
hours of my summer and a whole lot of stress for a single 
number: 2100. Now I get to wear it around for the next 

year and a half, flaunting my new “identity” so that people 
will respect me, so that colleges will accept me. 

This is a SAT score. 
Some would say this directly measures 

intelligence; it ’s either your golden ticket 
to Stanford or a kink in your application. 
However, it ’s grown to be a test of not only 
how well you understand English grammar 
and basic math, but also how much money 
you’re willing to throw at it and how much 
time you feel like wasting on it. 

And what about those who don’t have a spare 
couple hundred bucks lying around? Without 
those tutoring sessions, who knows if you’ll be 
able to raise your score the second time around. 
And those who can’t spend their weekends at a 
boot camp? Sorry, you’re out of luck. 

The SAT is supposed to assess your 
academic readiness for college in a way that’s fair for all 
students. As college admissions intensifies each year, the 
SAT skews more and more towards the rich.

While 20 years ago the SAT was seen as a standardized 
way to test high school seniors, it has now evolved into a 
test of intelligence, effort and affluence. 

Being a 2100 doesn’t make me any smarter than a 1900. 
Maybe it was another student’s first time taking it and they 
hadn’t had purchased any help, while I’m over here with my 
tutor and stack of practice tests. 

Some students may be able to benefit from their parents’ 

successes, but others are not so fortunate. For those less 
well-off, this could seriously impair their ability to score as 
well as their richer counterparts, even if their intelligences 
are comparable. 

 But if you’re someone negatively affected by the score 
skew, don’t fret. While the College Board 
will continue to see you as a series of digits 
ranging from 200 to 2400, there are ways to 
make the SAT slightly more fair. 

According to Freada Klein, PhD., one 
possibility is for colleges to require disclosure 
of all forms of assistance obtained by the 
student. The SAT score report would 
essentially include any purchased help, such 
as tutoring or camps, so colleges have a better 
sense of the students’ intelligence. 

Essentially, this would be treating the SAT 
less like a standardized test and more like a 
GPA; colleges look at the number, but also 
take into consideration in what context the 
number derives from.  

Instead of seeing a 1700 vs. a 1900 student, they would 
be seeing a student who has had no extra help vs. a student 
who has had a tutor, for instance. 

By understanding that the SAT isn’t necessarily the most 
fair or standardized way to approach measuring college 
readiness, we can progress towards leveling the playing field 
for those less affluent. 

And just because the world is asking us to define our 
intelligence and college readiness as a number, doesn’t mean 
we have to follow its lead. 

Because I am not a number. And neither are you.  

by jenny jiao, ’16

pa$$ing with a price
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StaFF editorial

rushing through the UAHS hallways, 
a student speed-walks into her next 

class just before the final bell rings. 
Sighing, she looks up at the Smart Board, 
only to see the same lesson plan written 
that has been constant since school 
started: read a section in the book, take 
notes on it and complete a pre-fabricated 
worksheet for homework.

As the pressure of the ACT and SAT 
becomes more demanding and state 
standards for learning grow, a lack of 

creativity in classroom lesson plans can 
often become the norm, especially at an 
academically rigorous school like UAHS. 

That being said, Upper Arlington’s 
history of excellence in education means 
both teachers and students should 
have little difficulty meeting these state 
standards, leaving more room for a 
creative education. That is not always the 
case, however, especially in AP and IB 
classes, where teachers scramble to cram 
content into the short 48-minute period 
allotted for each day. It is understandable 
that content is the most important thing 

Cultivating Creativity
State standards should not hinder innovative learning

in these classes, as it is needed in order 
to gain possible college credit. However, 
these facts tend to stick better if taught 
in more innovative ways- a theory that 
can apply to all levels of curriculum.

An avid supporter of providing 
today’s students with a more innovative 
way of learning is Sir Ken Robinson, 
British author and international speaker 
on education.

“The fact is that given the challenges 
we face, education doesn’t need to be 
reformed- it needs to be transformed,” 
Robinson wrote in his book The 
Element: How Finding Your Passion 
Changes Everything. “The key to this 
transformation is not to standardize 
education, but to personalize it, to 
build achievement on discovering the 
individual talents of each child, to put 
students in an environment where they 
want to learn.”

Although UAHS cannot necessarily 
escape state standards, administrators 
can make learning a more personalized 
experience. This can be done by using a 
game to teach a lesson every once and a 
while, or simply assigning projects and 
papers that provide the student with 
more artistic freedom. 

Some teachers at UAHS have already 
taken these steps by making lessons in 
their classrooms more creatively centered. 
If the rest of the staff jumps on board, 
UAHS could become a place where 
individuality is promoted, not lost in the 
stressful mix of standards and tests.  

StaFF editorial Cartoon

Middle school flashback

8 in 8 CoMpiled by beCina Ganther

junior Stephanie 
Duros

i don’t like doing 
what everyone 

else does.

junior Aly bond

you should 
embrace creativity 
as part of learning. 

Freshman lily 
goldberg

i always try to think 
outside the box.

junior Adu 
vengal

i think brevity is 
the soul of wit. 
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UAEF 
Gives to 
UAHS
UAEF 
Gives to 
UAHS

The UAEF is proud to  
support opportunities  
that enrich our UAHS students’ 
educational experiences!

UAEducationFoundation.com

• Club Sudan
• Auditorium Lighting
• Booster Club Freezer
• Junior Statesmen & Model UN
• Freshman Gym Curtain
• Mobile Computer Lab
• TiNspire Calculators


