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from Upper Arlington and beyond for more than sixteen years.
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May 31. In four short days, we, the class of 
2015, will graduate from Upper Arlington High 
School. The date that has been in the back of 
our minds this entire year, each monotonous 
test, essay or exam bringing us one step closer. 

As survivors of the IB Diploma Program and 
co-editors-in-chief of Arlingtonian, this year has 
been the most fulfilling yet stressful academic 
year to date. But somehow, that IB graduation 
sash as well as a journalism cord has made it all 
worth it (and college admission, of course.)

The three editors will be in different parts 
of the country come fall, but the memories 
made in Room 221 will always be in our hearts. 
Co-Editor in Chief Jane Eskildsen will attend 
Rhodes College in Memphis, Tenn., where 
she will pursue law. Co-Editor in Chief Ella 
Koscher will be at Barnard College in New 

York City, where she plans to 
continue to pursue journalism. 
And Managing Editor Hashem 
Anabtawi will be in CBUS at The 
Ohio State University, planning a 
major in neuroscience. 

We wonder what it will be like, 
leaving the 13 years of normalcy 
and routine that has been non-
college education. We wonder so 
many things about our future. Yet, 
we also realize that all these will be 
uncertain until the end. We hope 
that each and every student has an 
exciting after high school experience 
—whether that means college, gap 
year, or otherwise. We hope that 
each student uses this completed 
high school career as a stepping 

stone to a future full of success.  
We wish everyone luck in their endeavors. 
As sad as it is to say, we leave our legacy on 

the Arlingtonian to those who follow us. Good 
luck to the leading editors next year: Jenny Jiao, 
Kelly Chian and Ellise Shafer. We know that 
they will do a great job in carrying forth the 
Arlingtonian newsmagazine. 

Happy reading!
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Golden Bear
Carol Hemmerly

diamond
Benson Family 
The Eskildsen Family 
Blaize and Autumn 

O’Brien

Platinum
Barbara and David Brandt
The Bridgeport Family
The Delahanty Family
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Rebecca and Mike Moody

Royer Family
The Sharp Family
The Sullivan Family
Lisa and Geoff Young

Gold
Kandy and Dan Casey
Anonymous
Melissa Hasebrook

Silver
Bobbi and Bill Richards
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About our donors
Donation levels indicate 

the gift category of the 
donation: Golden Bear: 
$300+, Diamond: $200,  
Platinum: $100,  
Gold: $50,  
Silver: $25,  
Bronze: $10. 

Golden Bear, Diamond 
and Platinum 
contributions are 
listed in all remaining 
issues for that school 
year. Other donations 
are listed in the issue 
following the donation.

donAte!
We accept donations 

throughout the school 
year. To find out more, 
go to: 
www.arlingtonian.
com/donate

Arlingtonian Co-Editors in Chief
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arlingtonian is a student-produced 
newsmagazine published approximately every 
four weeks by the Journalism III-a students at 
Upper arlington High School. The publication has 
been established as a public forum for student 
expression and for the discussion of issues of 
concern to its audience. It will not be reviewed or 
restrained by school officials prior to publication 
or distribution.

Since arlingtonian is a forum for student 
expression, the editorial board, which consists 
of the staff ’s editors, will determine the content 
of the newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; 
therefore, material may not necessarily reflect 
the opinions or policies of Upper arlington 
school officials. 

The views stated in editorials represent that 
of a majority of the editorial board. No single 
member of the editorial board can be held 
responsible for editorial content decisions. Signed 
columns or reviews represent only the opinion 
of the author.

arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, 
guest columns and news releases from faculty, 
administrators, community residents, students and 

the general public. The arlingtonian editorial board 
reserves the right to withhold a letter or column 
and return it for more information if it determines 
the piece contains items of unprotected speech as 
defined by this policy. 

as a public forum, all letters and columns 
meeting the above criteria will be posted in full on 
the arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.com 
for a minimum of four weeks. arlingtonian and 
its staff will strive to publish only legally protected 
speech following the legal definitions for libel, 
obscenity and invasion of privacy. 

The staff will also refrain from printing stories 
that create a material disruption of school activities. 
Because the arlingtonian staff will determine 
content of the publication, it will therefore also 
take complete legal and financial responsibility 
for what is printed. arlingtonian will not avoid 
publishing a story solely on the basis of possible 
dissent or controversy.

The arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing 
and production costs through advertising sales, 
donations and fundraisers.

The editor or co-editors shall interpret and 
enforce this editorial policy.

Thank you to our Donors!
Arlingtonian is provided free to all students and staff with  
contributions from the generous people and businesses below

Arlingtonian Editorial Policy
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Katherine Wilburn
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Miriam alghothani

ADS EDiTor
Dan Casey

CONTRIBUTORS
ADviSEr

Carol Hemmerly
PrinTing rEP

andy Leitch, Fine Line Graphics

LETTER FROm ThE EDITORS
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Colin’s Coffee - UA’s Independent Coffee Shop

Any Iced or Frozen Coffee, Mocha 
or Fruit Smoothie Just $3.50 all 

Summer with your UA student ID.  
Do the math. 

Drink Local!!

 6am-3pm next to our friends at 
Figlio and across from our en-

emies at McDonald’s

Like us on facebook follow
@colingawel #colinscoffee
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woRlD fooD pRizE
Senior Alex Hoey to intern in 
Malaysia this summer

Senior Alex Hoey is one of 23 students 
from across America who has been chosen 

for the borlaug-Ruan International Internship 
this summer. Hoey will travel to Penang, 
Malaysia to work at the WorldFish Center.

“I feel grateful to represent the world 
Food Prize in Malaysia,” Hoey said.  “[The 
world Food Prize] are so dedicated to 
inspiring students and involving youth in the 
fight against food insecurity, which is great 
because we’re going to grow up and it will be 
our fight.”

The internship will help Hoey and the 
other students get a head start in this fight. 

“The borlaug-Ruan Internship is a unique 
program that allows student interns to 
participate in projects with distinguished 
researchers at leading agricultural 
research centers and Non-Governmental 
Organizations around the globe,” said a press 
release sent out by the world Food Prize 
following the announcement. 

In Malaysia, Hoey will experience the 
poverty that a lack of food brings locals, but 
will also spend the summer working on ways 
to help.  

“While getting a firsthand view of real and 
pressing food security issues and nutrition 
problems in poverty-stricken areas, the 
students become an integral part of a project,” 
said the aforementioned press release. “[The 
students will be] spending time in the lab as 
well as days or weeks at a time in the field 
conducting research and interviews, and 
gathering data.”

Hoey’s internship will focus on a new 
support project called the worldFish 
Incubator, which helps the development of 
small aquaculture enterprises by giving 

them a network of contacts and business 
management skills. 

“It’s going to be such a growing experience,” 
Hoey said.“I’m most excited to contribute to 
making a difference while I’m there.”

After the internship ends, Hoey will be 
attending Coastal Carolina University to 
continue pursuing her interest in Marine Science.

BY ELLISE SHAFER, ‘17 

 lC will HoST A 
liTERARy STAR

Author Anthony Doerr schedules a 
visit to UAHS this October

T he author of a story “so beautiful yet 
believable,” as reviewed by The New York 

Times, is making an appearance at UAHS in the 
main auditorium Oct. 11 at 2 p.m.

This fictional novel, titled All the Light we 
Cannot See, earned author Anthony Doerr the 
2015 Pulitzer Prize for Fiction recently in April. 
His novel features the story of a blind French girl 
and a German boy who meet in France amidst 
the tragedies of world war II. Meanwhile, a young 
but skilled technician in Germany gets abducted 
by the German army and disappears.  

The UAHS learning center will be tying in the 
annual Teen Read Contest to this author visit. 
Prize winners will get VIP seating for the event, 
and possibly even lunch with the author. contest 
details will be released at the beginning of the 
2015-16 school year. 

Tickets will go on sale for the general public 
starting on june 1, 2015.  Student tickets will be 
discounted. Prices are yet to be determined. 
check the Upper Arlington Public library website 
for more details or contact judy Deal at jDeal@
uaschools.org.

BY HASHEM ANABTAWI, ‘15

 ViSiTiNG ARTiST
UAHS alum Dana Harper creates 
art with students 

Starting the second week of May, artist and 
UAHS alumni Dana Harper visited to 

help students create an installation art piece. 
UAHS art teacher Alicia McGinty 

hopes that the project will build a stronger 
school community.

 “keeping in line with the Upper Arlington 
High School’s dedication to innovative projects 
that enhance the academic lives of the student 
body, this new installation will build community 
through its creation and physical presence,” 
McGinty wrote in a Schoology post.

Harper, who received a Master’s degree in 
Fine Arts and Sculpture from Pennsylvania 
State University in 2013, now tours her 
artwork in exhibitions across the country. 

The art piece being created is a hanging 
installation inspired by her own work entitled 
“bloom bloom.”

BY ELLISE SHAFER, ‘17 

 CREw TEAM wiN
UAHS rowers continue their success

Over the weekend of May 10, UAHS Crew 
competed in the Midwest Scholastic 

Rowing Championship in Nashport, Ohio. 
Both women’s and men’s boats ranked first 

in an event: the Varsity lightweight Girls’ Four, 
containing Caroline Bair, Allison Mellor, Jordan 
Popson, Madison Rose and Yena Zerkel; 
as well as the Novice boys’ Four, consisting of 
Robert Brandes, Joey Casto, Sangyoon Lee, 
Jacob Walsh and Drew Weisberg. 

In addition, nine other boats placed second 
or third in events at the regatta, which involved 
44 other rowing programs.  

BY ELLISE SHAFER, ‘17 

i N - B R i E f

Freshmen Audrey Holman and Rachael Feinberg learn 
about the parts of a crew boat. Holman, along with the 
Freshman Girls’ Eight, won third place at the regatta.

PHOTO bY DANIEl cASEY

Anthony Doerr reads an excerpt from one of his works 
to an audience. Doerr, orginally from Cleveland, will be at 
UAHS on Oct. 11. 

PHOTO cOURTESY OF FlIckR.cOM

A Malaysian farmer nurtures her crops. During Hoey’s 
internship, she will get the opportunity to help farmers 
like the one pictured above. 

PHOTO cOURTESY PIXAbAY.cOM
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tarting next fall, the social studies 
curriculum at the high school will 
see an array of changes. The new 

curriculum will require freshmen to take 
U.S. History, sophomores to take U.S. 
Government and seniors to take Global 
History. The changes will be implemented 
per year; that is, the students who are 
already at the high school will continue on 
the original class track next year, while next 
year’s freshman class will begin with U.S. 
History and pave the way for all of 
the classes that follow.

One major reason for the change 
is new state graduation requirements 
and testing. AP Government 
teacher and social studies 
department co-chair Rob Soccorsi 
explains this change. 

“The state has gotten rid of 
the OGT and … created new state end-
of-course exams that all students have to 
take, and students have to earn a certain 
number of points on these tests in order 
to graduate,” Soccorsi said. “Reason one 
was to accommodate that, so that students 
who would not pass those tests would have 
multiple chances to pass.”

The change was also brought on in an 
attempt to better align the high school’s 
curriculum with the current middle 
school curriculum.

“In eighth grade, students take the first 
half of American history, so it kind of 

makes sense that ninth grade would take 
the rest,” Soccorsi said. “Eighth grade is 
supposed to go up to the civil war, and 
then ninth grade curriculum starts with 
reconstruction right after the civil war, [and 
finishes with] the present.”

Though the changes are logical, some 
worry about U.S. Government becoming 
a sophomore class. Principal Andrew 
Theado feels that this change isn’t great, 
but is necessary.

“That change is not the most ideal, 
because it does make sense having young 
adults, as they’re getting ready to leave, start 
thinking about government and voting [and] 
their role in that,” Theado said. “Government 
sophomore year is probably the least ideal, 
but I think it is very doable for sophomores 
to take a government class.”

Soccorsi also worries about the practicality 
of U.S. Government as a sophomore course.

“I think that Government is great for 
seniors because students at that age are 
engaged in the political process, more likely 
to do things like volunteer on campaigns or 

work on solving problems in the community, 
they’re either voting or close to voting.” 
Soccorsi said. “They’re more engaged in the 
process, and I’m worried a little bit that as 
sophomores, we’ll lose a lot of that.”

Another concern is the loss of AP U.S. 
History as the sophomores’ first AP course. 
Due to the change, AP U.S. History will 
be offered to juniors as an elective; however, 
when next year’s freshmen enter their 
sophomore year, AP Government will be 

offered to sophomores in its place. 
“As far as a net gain or loss of AP 

courses, it’ll remain exactly the same,” 
Soccorsi said.

Theado also mentioned the 
possibility of new AP courses for 
seniors in the future.

“One course we have not offered is 
an AP equivalent of Global History, 

because that’s been in freshman year,” Theado 
said. “So that will be a new option, I’m 
assuming, down the road. It’s something we’ll 
have to look at - our IB and AP offerings 
that relate to Global History.”

Soccorsi said he thinks there are pros and 
cons to the change. 

“I think given the hand we were dealt, it 
was the right thing to do.” 

Although the change may not be ideal in 
every aspect, Theado said the administration 
worked with the social studies department 
and made the decisions based on what they 
thought was best. 

by Kimmy Sullivan, ‘15

‘‘I think given the 
hand we were 

dealt, it was the right 
thing to do.”

Government Teacher  
Rob Soccorsi

Class requirements for each grade will soon be seeing major changes
PHOTO IllUSTRATION bY MEGAN wHEElER
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Diamond earrings. Pink nail 
polish. Chest-length hair. A 
disappearing Adam’s apple. 

Speculation about gender identity has 
long trailed Bruce Jenner, Olympic gold 
medalist and reality television star on 
Keeping Up With The Kardashians.

In a candid interview with Diane 
Sawyer that aired on April 24, Jenner 
revealed the truth: “For all intents and 
purposes, I am a woman.” At time of 
press, Jenner has not revealed a new name 
or use of gender-specific pronouns. 

Since the interview, Jenner has 
received an outpouring of support from 
openly trans celebrities including Laverne 
Cox and outspoken LGBT allies like 
Lady GaGa. The Kardashians themselves 
have shown varying amounts of support; 
according to Jenner, “Kimberly has by far 
been the most accepting and the easiest 
to talk to about it” while Khloe has “had 
the toughest time with it.” 

Jenner first began to transition in the 
1980s, but stopped when he met and fell 
in love with third wife Kris Jenner.

When Keeping Up began to air in 
2007, the Kardashian brand expanded 
exponentially. Kim Kardashian and husband 
Kanye West have a collective net worth of 
$213 million and were named among TIME 
Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People of 
the Year. Younger daughters Kendall and 
Kylie Jenner recently begun the launch 
of their own careers (as well as a clothing 
line): modelling for Kendall and a famous 
Tumblr blog for Kylie. 

After Jenner’s interview with Sawyer, 
Kris has tried to distance herself from 
him in the media. Radar Online reported 
April 30 that Kris has cut off all contact 
with her former husband and denied 
ABC ’s request for comment. 

However, it was recently revealed that 

Jenner’s interview drew an audience of 
17 million, making it one of the year’s 
most viewed television programs. Now, 
a two-hour special of Keeping Up, called 
About Bruce, aired on May 17 and May 18 
in two one-hour segments. 

Jenner has plans of his own. He 
announced a documentary series about 
his transition set to air on E!, but 
production has been put on hold due to 
Jenner’s growing concerns about how his 
family will process the change. 

Jenner is now, possibly, the most 
famous openly trans person in America. 
ABC and Sawyer have been widely praised 
for the structure of the interview, which 
allowed Jenner to tell his own story and 
define himself. 

Many believe Jenner’s interview sets 
a new precedent for interviewing trans 
people. Piers Morgan drew criticism for 
his two-part interview with writer Janet 

Mock, in which he insisted Mock was “a 
boy until 18” and “formerly a man”. 

Jenner’s interview also tackled larger 
issues for the trans community: high rates 
of suicide, laws allowing trans people to be 
fired for their gender identity in 32 states 
and an alarming amount of murders of 
black trans women. Many lauded Jenner 
for raising awareness of the challenges the 
community faces. 

However, some feel Jenner’s interview 
took a patronizing approach. At key 
moments, the interview paused to provide 
context and terminology. A few people 
believe the interview presented Jenner’s 
experience as the typical trans experience, 
ignoring Jenner’s privilege and the infinite 
number of ways trans lives can unfurl. 

Though the interview was imperfect, 
its positive effect cannot be overlooked: 
Jenner has given a recognizable face to the 
trans community.  

Kardashian patriarch Bruce Jenner ends gender speculation, begins transition;  
while support from the public is strong, support from Jenner’s family is mixed

PHOTO cOURTESY AbAcA PRESS/McT cAMPUS

Bruce Jenner, in a May 2012 file image, has been the subject of speculation for months, and the spectacle has 
transgender advocates alarmed. Jenner confirmed he is undergoing gender transition in a recent interview with 
journalist Diane Sawyer.

breaking 
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Proudly serving Upper Arlington 
for over 30 years!

 

Columbus ~  Delaware ~  Dublin ~ London ~ Newark ~ Westerville 

SCHEDULING: (614) 273-2230   
OR  TOLL FREE (877) 273-2230 

www.ohioentdocs.com 



 

Upcoming school year includes  
several changes in course offerings
by maeve O’brien, ’16

Planned changes 
Due to new end-of-the-year standardized testing, the 

succession of some classes will be changing. Starting next year, 
AFT will not be offered but has been placed into other math 
classes. As for history, according to UAHS counselor Amy 
Aspengren, “U.S. History and Government may change wh[ich] 
primary year they are offered due to the new end of year exams. 
Those announcements and information will be released soon.”

Course Additions 
A few new courses are being added to adjust to the evolving 

needs of the student body. Introduction to Engineering Design 
and a Desktop Design II will now be offered as electives. In the 
science sector, Honors Physical Science and Honors Biology will 
be added as options. The College Credit Plus program, allowing 
for dual credit, will be installed including CC+ English and CC+ 
Government.

Dropped Courses
This coming school year, some courses have been dropped 

to accommodate for changes in staff or enrollment numbers. 
The traditionally popular Consumer Science classes have 
been removed for next year, including Healthy Foods, Child 
Development, Financial Management and Career Search, as 
Pam Meadows will be teaching at the middle schools next year. 
IB Philosophy, Film Analysis and American Foreign Policy 
will not be provided next year, among others. According to 
Aspengren, they are still in the process of deciding which other 
courses will be dropped.  

May 27, 201512
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PE R FOR MI NG  A R TS

EXPERIENCE MUSIC IN

MUSIC IN THE PARKS
THURSDAYS | JUNE & JULY, 7-8:30 PM  |  FREE ADMISSION 
JAKE WILL AMPHITHEATRE  
AMELITA MIROLO BARN IN SUNNY 95 PARK 
4395 CARRIAGE HILL LANE 

June 4 Harpeth Rising  

June 11 The Outer Vibe

June 18 Topher James & the Biscuit Birgade

June 25 Time Out

July 9 Chamber Music Connection 

July 16  Camp Rock w/ Hired Hands

July 23 Jazz in July w/ Columbus Jazz Orchestra

PRESENTED BY SUPPORT PROVIDED BY

WWW.UAOH.NET  |  614.583.5310  |  ARTS@UAOH.NET

THE CULTURAL ARTS COMMISSION INVITES YOU TO 
DISCOVER NEW MUSIC WITH THE WHOLE FAMILY. 
Mark your calendar and join us; bring a lawn chair or a 
blanket and enjoy listening to a variety of music right in 
your own community. Free parking is available in the lot 
and on the street. 

MIP2015_Arlingtonia.indd   1 5/6/2015   11:39:25 AM

Congratulations 
Graduating

 Arlingtonian  
Staff Members!!
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Get’cha Head in the Game
by Kelly Chian, ’16

Seniors commit to play collegiate sports with great hopes for the future

Abigail
Crum Wittenberg University 

Basketball

“I decided to play basketball in college 
because I have always had a strong passion 
for it and it is something I have been good 
at. So once I knew wittenberg University 
was recruiting me I looked into their 
academics and overall campus. From there 
I loved the campus upon my many visits 
and knew it was going to be my home for 
the next four years.”

Davis 
Robeson Rose-Hulman Institute  

of Technology
Baseball

“No other school that I had visited 
featured everything I was looking. One 
of the biggest things my parents stressed 
when helping me make the decision was 
to make sure it would be a school where 
I’d be comfortable just being a student for 
four years, because accidents happen and 
you can’t play sports forever.”

Marissa 
Donadio Duke University

Rowing

“I decided to row because I really love 
the sport and had a lot of fun in high 
school. I chose Duke because it is a 
very academic school. I am interested 
in becoming a biomedical engineer 
and Duke is top five in the nation for 
that field.”

Doug 
Bannon DePauw University

Soccer

“I decided to commit to DePauw 
University because after I went to 
the camp and spent some time there 
in classes and with the team, it just 
seemed like the best fit for me. I have 
played since as long as I can remember 
and my goal every since I was a little kid 
was to play college soccer.”

Emily 
Jones University of Dayton

Track and Field

“I’ve always wanted to be a college 
athlete and when I started pole vaulting 
last year I realized that I wanted to 
continue to do it after high school. I met 
the team and I really like all the girls so 
I’m really excited to be on a team with 
them and I’m really excited to compete 
at the college fields so I’m really excited 
to travel to different colleges.”

Megan 
Brewer University of  

North Carolina-Asheville
Cross Country

“I committed to run in college, because it 
is my passion, I have always done sports 
but when I started running in seventh 
grade I knew that this was the sport that I 
absolutely loved and I was not ready to let 
it go after my senior year. I fell in love with 
every aspect of the school not just the 
running/athletic aspect about it.”
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Nick
Kochanek Harvard University

Rowing

“Academically the school is one of 
the best in the world, and is only five 
minutes away from boston, a thriving 
cultural, economic and social center. 
Athletically, the lightweight men’s rowing 
team has a legacy unmatched by any 
other program. The opportunity to go 
to such a strong academic institution, 
that is also the powerhouse of my sport, 
made my decision easy.”

Taylor McGlade - basketball - University of Pikeville
Connor Peters - baseball - walsh University
Danielle Rehl - Diving - University of the 

cumberlands
Erin Simko - cross country and Track - 

Otterbein University 
Jack Strahm - lacrosse - wittenberg University
Alexandra Beery - Soccer - wingate University
Genevieve Johanni - crew - University of 

Notre Dame 

Seth Brenneman - Golf - Miami University 
Isla McRae - crew - clemson University
Spencer Pinnick -baseball - Ohio Dominican 

University
Megan Sengelmann - lacrosse - University of 

Tampa
Grace Van Fossen - Swimming - Miami University
Audrey Berger -Tennis - ball State University
Coleson Carmell - Football - Rose-Hulman 

Institute of Technology

Emma 
Lammers Bates College

Swimming

“I was actually committed somewhere 
else, but decided to take a recruiting trip 
in january and loved everything about 
the school. Needless to say, I withdrew 
my commitment to another school and 
switched my bates application to Early 
Decision II. The location in southern Maine 
is beautiful, the culture of the school is 
passionate about learning for the sake of 
learning and the team welcomed me like 
I was already one of them, which...I hadn’t 
found in other programs.”

Mackenzie
Baumgarter    Central Michigan  

University 
Lacrosse

“After I tore my Acl my junior 
year I realized that I wanted to 
continue being involved in the sports 
community.  I’ve made a lot of friends 
through sports and have already 
made many more by meeting my 
future teammates. I loved the support 
everyone showed for each other and 
athletics. Everyone wanted to be as 
involved as they could.”

Drew
Snouffer Valparaiso University

Football

“Football is a sport that has taught me 
many life lessons and helped me build 
stronger relationships with the people 
around me. It also has provided me 
with a better opportunity academically 
than the plans I had for college without 
football.  Valparaiso was a great balance 
for me in terms of academics, student 
life, and the football program.”

Additional Commits



Ithink my favorite musical that 
I was a part of during my years 

at UAHS was Les Misérables. 
Something about that show was so 
special. From the period-specific 
costumes to the pitch-perfect pit, 
every aspect was truly exceptional. Every 
night I felt so excited to share that show with 
an audience. It is definitely a musical that 
depends heavily on the emotion and energy 
put behind it by the entire cast, and I think 
our production excelled in that regard. Our 
director Mr. [Eric] Kauffman often says, “It’s 
not what we do, but how we do it.” We were 
given a great show to work with, but the way 
we did it made it even more spectacular. 

Ihave played lacrosse since third grade. In 
January of my sophomore year I made the 

decision to commit to Stanford 
University and to continue on 
with my lacrosse career into 
the D1 collegiate level. This 
commitment was the result of 
the incredible support that I 
have received from my family, 
friends and coaches throughout the 
years. I can honestly say that without 
guidance from these people in my 
life, I could not possibly be where 
I am today. In September 2015, 
I will head out to California, 
where I will begin this next 
chapter in my life. This is 
both exciting and absolutely 
terrifying, and I am so 
blessed to have gained the 
strength, from my peers 
and mentors, to pursue 
this endeavor. 

I remember my first day of high school as a blend of 
nervous excitement and surprise at how quickly my day passed. I 

thought some of the games and activities we did were tedious, but I 
really liked interacting with the junior and senior Link Crew members. Overall I 
enjoyed the day and thought it was beneficial in acclimating to the new building. 
As a Bear Guide looking back on Link Crew, it’s interesting how my perspective 
has changed. Parts of the day I didn’t like as a freshman, like the group activities, 
make more sense to me now because they can bring people out of their shells. 
However, I believe the core of both programs is the same: making the school feel 
smaller by creating upperclassmen to underclassmen connections. I love that our 
school has a freshmen mentoring program and I’ve loved being a part of it on 
both ends. 

We’re All in this 
Together

Seniors reflect on significant experiences from their 
four years at UAHS before they graduate on May 31
bY EllA kOScHER, ‘15

August 23, 2011 Theo Randolph

Molly Plasket

Michael Roberts

Link Crew/Bear Guides

Stanford Lacrosse
PHOTO cOURTESY THEO RANDOlPH

PHOTO cOURTESY MOllY PlASkET

PHOTO cOURTESY MIcHAEl RObERTS

Les Misérables

Seniors 

2015
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Sixth Grade Camp is…hard to describe. For me at least. I had two very different experiences 
my junior and senior year. One year I had great kids that would actually listen to me and 

the other year they were little demons taunting me; I swear middle schoolers can be 
some of the meanest people you will ever meet but it was all in good fun. One of my 
favorite parts of the whole experience is being around kids with so much energy.  It 
forces you to meet their 
intensity which is a blessing 
in an age where one of the 
most popular hobbies for 

high schoolers is napping. Also 
being around teachers in such 
an informal atmosphere is really 
neat, you get to see sides of them 
you would never see. All in all, 
Sixth Grade Camp is a necessary 
experience for any junior or senior. 
It is one of my cherished memories 
of high school and a great way to 
start out the year. 

We’re All in this 
Together

Seniors reflect on significant experiences from their 
four years at UAHS before they graduate on May 31

Meredith Auge

Sam Fulwider

Eddie Boyd
Community School

Sixth Grade Camp

PHOTO cOURTESY MEREDITH AUGE

PHOTO cOURTESY SAM FUlwIDER PHOTO cOURTESY SAM FUlwIDER

PHOTO cOURTESY SASHA DUbSON

One of the my most memorable high school experiences was spending 
time with my fellow dancers in the summers. K Studio has been a 

home to me and many others for five years.  Every summer, we get the 
opportunity to participate in the tradition of the UA Fourth of July Parade.  It is a 
great bonding experience to build the float and work together as a team.  Dancing 
down the boulevard with my friends and fellow dancers has been a joy.  It is 
thrilling to know that the Upper Arlington community comes out to support the 
paraders and it is always good advertisement.  In past years, we have won many 
awards such as “Best Youth Group” in 2011 and “Most Entertaining” in 2013. 

Fourth of July

Community School is a 
wonderful opportunity 

for someone who is willing to 
test the boundaries of their 
minds. It is a program that 
will take you to new heights of 
knowledge and awareness of 

the hidden world around us. For those 
who feel trapped by the traditional style 
of education I highly encourage you to 
seriously consider Community School as 
an option. The teachers and students you 
will meet there are some of the smartest, 
kindest, and inspiring people Upper 
Arlington has to offer. Room 119 is 
always open stop by anytime. 
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I really wanted to go on the Andros trip 
because of my interest in biology and my 

love for the ocean. I had always 
heard wonderful things about the 
trip from teachers and students, 
so I applied to go the summer of 
my junior year.  The memories 
and experiences from Andros will 
undoubtedly last a lifetime, and 
I’d recommend anyone with an interest 
in the marine biology, travel or the 
great outdoors to consider checking out 
the trip. We snorkeled with sharks on 
barrier reefs, swam in deep freshwater 
blue holes, hiked in Bahamian 
rainforests and SCUBA dove in the Atlantic Ocean, among other things.  
Going to Andros Island connected me to a part of the world I never imagined 
I would see, and the trip contained some of the most fascinating and culturally 
enlightening moments of my life. 

Gracie Bergdoll

Being one of the Bear Den leaders with 
[seniors] Gracie Bergdoll and Jack 

Plasket has been a ton of fun this 
year. We have meetings every week to 
come up with new and fun ways to 
get everyone involved in the student 
section. Our first football game was 
a USA theme, so there were a ton of 
people there in red, white, and blue. 
It was awesome to see so many people there 
to support the team at the start of the season. 
Señor Hayes and Mrs. Brennan have helped 
us raise over $1,000 for the club this year, so 
next year’s leaders are going to have a lot of 
money to buy merchandise and fun things for 
the big games. 

Devon HollandBear Den

Last summer was one 
I will not forget. In 

addition to attending a wide 
variety of programs, I went to China. I was fortunate enough to be a member 
of the Upper Arlington Symphony Orchestra when they went on tour in 
China. We spent two weeks there with another orchestra from Mira Costa, 
Calif. and played a total of six concerts. From Beijing to Shanghai, I felt us 
grow closer together as an ensemble. Not only did we make new, life-long 
friends from California, but also within our own ensemble. I will never forget 
the final concert in Shanghai when we played an arrangement of the famous 
Chinese orchestral work, Spring Festival Overture with the Mira Costa orchestra. 
It was the final piece we played at every concert, but at Shanghai the audience was 
different. As soon as we started to play, they erupted in 
cheers and clapped along with us. That is a moment I will 
never forget. I will carry the experience I had in China with 
me for the rest of my life. 

Anna SmootBears to Beijing

Andros
Eric Berger

Students cheer on the football Bears during the first home game. The theme of the game was USA and the Bears beat Dublin 
Jerome 36-0. At football games, it’s tradition for seniors to fill up the front rows of the student section.
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I've been involved with Strides for South Sudan since freshman 
year when we were introduced to it in Mr. [Mark] Boesch's global history class 

and [Freshman] House D. I had never even heard of Sudan, or soon to be South 
Sudan then. I fell in love with the Lost Boys and their stories; now 
I'm the president of the club! The unique part about 
S4SS is you get to interact with the people 
that have/are being affected by 

the problems you are fighting. Being a 
part of this club has profoundly impacted 
me and made helped me fine tune what I 
want to do with my life. Ultimately, S4SS 
teaches you how to show empathy to others 
and makes you ask yourself what you can do 
for others. 

Over spring break [senior]  
Laurel Rogers and I traveled 

with our moms to Jamaica. We spent 
most of our time on the beach but 
we also climbed a waterfall, got our 
hair braided by locals, explored a 

botanical garden and snorkeled in the ocean. 
Jerk chicken is a Jamaican specialty and we 
ate a lot of it. The people there were very 
welcoming and seemed to be singing all the 
time. My favorite memory from that vacation 
was sitting on the beach with Laurel while 
watching a wedding at sunset. 

Ali Graver

May 31, 2015

Fare
wel

l, 

UAHS

The Scotland exchange in one 
cliché word was perfect. The 

exchange was one of the 
best experiences of my life 
and holds memories that I 
will cherish forever. We got 
to do so many cool things 
like go zip lining on one of 
Britain’s longest zip wires 

as well as seeing incredible landmarks 
that nothing in Ohio, or rather 
nothing in America can compare to. 
Being in another country with our 
exchange partners gave us a really 

unique and inside look on the country, something that I don’t think we could have gotten 
as mere tourists. However I think I speak for the group when I say one of the best parts of 
the trip would have to be the close bonds we made with the 16 savages across the pond. I 
had so much just being with all the Scots and getting to know them better. Plus they had 
wicked cool accents and the best fudge donuts in the world. 

Scottish Exchange
Katie Padavick

Anna Smoot Senior Spring Break

Gracie Bergdoll Strides for South Sudan
Students cheer on the football Bears during the first home game. The theme of the game was USA and the Bears beat Dublin 
Jerome 36-0. At football games, it’s tradition for seniors to fill up the front rows of the student section.
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Top: Senior Andrew Lee and friends traveled to Anna Maria Island, Fl. for spring break. Bottom: Senior Megan Brewer went on a cruise to Jamaica, the Cayman Islands and Cozumel for spring break.
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The Start of Something New
Graduates of the Class of 2015 begin the next chapter of their lives 
cOMPIlED bY jANE ESkIlDSEN, ’15

Antioch College
helena balcerzak

Arizona State University
Cameron Walker

Ball State University
audrey berger
Jack lhota

Barnard College
ella Koscher

Bates College
emma lammers

Belmont University
David Sturges
alyssa Tedesco

Bennington College
hannah benson

Bowling Green State 
University

Jordan Spychalski

Bucknell University
Devon holland

Butler University
Peter hutson
evan lewis

Byrn Mawr College
Sophia Silver

Capital University
Sami ayyash
Chandler Freeman
Jacob Fritz
John roberts
Christopher rowland
alexis Sturtz

Carnegie Mellon 
University

Shuo liu
victoria van benschoten

Case Western Reserve 
University

Tyler holsopple
michael mcGovern
Jack O’brien
Caleb Wilt

Central Michigan 
University

mackenzie baumgartner

Clemson University
isla mcrae

Cleveland Institute 
of Art

michael Dick
mitchell reiner-Coffey

Coastal Carolina 

University
alexandra hoey

Columbus College of 
Art and Design

madeline Prindle
bailey Smith

Columbus State 
Community College

Grayson berger
brian briggs
alee Caldwell
Thomas Cameron iii
elly Cooper
isabella Crawford
robert Dodsworth
Justin Feller
rhealyn Frankenbery
Stephane Frink
Cyle Goldrick
alicia Gunawan
mary howard
mina Khalil
Kaleigh landrey
Corey miles
Drew miller
victoria millington
anna murphy
mario myzyri
nina nikazm
madison Piccinich
Dana Pontius
Cara Pritchett
Gunnar Quinn
Seth ripley
Steven rowland
anthony Saker
monica Semo
megan Sherer
Xavier Smith
abbigail Simila
riley Stapleton
Dan-ho Tran
luisa varanese
yi Wang
Joshua Watts
robert Zink

Davidson College
anna Grumman

Denison University
Samuel rice
Kelsey Shimp

DePaul University
bridget brownlee
victoria hanes
Kirsten Showe
Katherine Wilburn

DePauw University
Douglas bannon

Duke University
marissa Donadio

Elon University
madeline Pierce
Wesley raber

Emerson College
michael roberts

Fordham University - 
Rose Hill

ian Watson

Georgia Institute of 
Technology

harshal bakshi
aarti mathur

Harvard University
nicholas Kochanek
Charles Pei

Hiram College
andrew lisak

Hobart and William 
Smith Colleges

hannah rosen

Hocking College
noah Cook
James Derosa

Indiana University at 
Bloomington

matthew blossom
Caroline buse

ITT Technical Institute
Zachary Thomas

John Carroll University
Jessica Greve

Kenyon College
Kaylin allshouse

Lipscomb University
Garret Jones

Macalester College
Samuel Fulwider

Marietta College
haley haxton

Miami University, 
Oxford

Cole abbott
Gabriel akins
Kevin baxley
Florian boyaka
Seth brenneman
Griffin Caldwell
Zachary Fritz
Jacob Glaser
Samantha Grabovac
monnett hamilton

Clayton harkey
austin heath
nicholas Kelemen
William lahrmann
Grant laning
William luffey
mikayla mcvey
Gabriel Orr
rachel Piscopo
John Plasket
Jason Schumacher
nathan Scott
andrew Shambrock
Caroline Shisler
Sarah Shroyer
maximillion Takanashi
Grace van Fossen 
Cole veri
andrew Whitcomb
bradford Zelezny

Northeast Ohio Medical 
University

Sagel Dubey

Northeastern University
Jacob Walsh

Ohio Christian 
University

Julianne Shively

Ohio Dominican 
University

Spencer Pinnick
alec radcliff

Ohio Northern 
University

Wesley markwood
Phillip Pfister

Ohio University
Cameron adams
Katherine adams
brian barnett
Samuel beam
lauren bergdoll
ryan blattner
Carter Casey
matthew Chapin
michael Dinger

michaela edmonds
lisa Fowler
Cameron hayes
Cole hendrix
Jennifer hogan
mitchell holland
nikolai itomlenskis
William John
mary Kathryn Keethler
evan menerey
Tanner miley
Keith neely
Kathryn Porter
meredith Pryce
emma Quinn
emma racher
Jeana rayo
miranda repke
Sarah richards
leland Scherl
Corey Semo
louis Shade
bess Sommerfelt
anna Stock
benjamin Supplee
Summer Tingley
Payton Warner
riley Watson
mitchell Weideling
Clayton Wells
Taylor Whitman

Ohio Wesleyan 
University

erik long
David Sickles

Otterbein University
William Guay
Caroline Fulmer
anne Pomerants
rebecca Shera
erin Simko
mcKenna Walquist

Princeton University
yijia liang

Reed College
austin Serif

Rhodes College
Jane eskildsen

Ringling College of 
Art and Design

austin Gorski

Roanoke College
leigh Snyder

Rochester Institute of 
Technology

megan amling

Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology

Coleson Carmell
Joseph DePascale
Davis robeson
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Saint Louis University
avery brick

San Diego State 
University

anna Cecutti
William myers

Savannah College of 
Art and Design

anna Ferraro

School of the Art 
Institute of Chicago

lauren Oberlin

Sewanee: The 
University of the 
South

Paul mueller

Shawnee State 
University

mairead ralstin

Stanford University
molly Plasket

Taylor University
Kara Overmyer

Texas Christian 
University

laurel rogers

The College of Wooster
Katarina Padavick
emily root
austin russell
natalie White

The Culinary Institute 
of America

Katelin highman

The Evergreen State 
College

hadley aponte-Good
nor Shaban
ryan vallette

The Illinois Institute 
of Art

abigail Cummings

The Ohio State 
University

mohamed abubakar
miriam alghothani
hashem anabtawi
Olivia balcerzak
hannah barker
Jackson barker
andrew bennett
Devon blank
nicole blevins
Joseph Casagrande
Daniel Casey
michael Chung
Giuliana Ciotola
matthew Colachis
miles Conner

Thomas Cooper
matthew Daehn
Olivia Dieker
Claire Dodson
Peng Du
brock Dunlevie
erin eastwood
anthony ellis
abigail eubank
Georgia Frericks
Samantha Good
alison Graver
yiqing Gu
Daniel harkin
Delaney heller
margaret 

hobson
matthew 

holodnak
an-Chi huang
Joseph huddle
John Jeong
nickolas Kanel
hoda Khamis
Joseph Kim
Christina Koutras
Demetra Koutras
andrew lee
Jinghui li
Shuwei lu
Kushagra mahaseth
brock mastin
edward mcGinnis iii
Caroline mead
ryan miller
Caroline mollmann
vishal nallanagulagari
nathan nguyen
ronald Overcash
Jack Pardi
haley Plahuta
audrey Pottschmidt
ryan Querry
Theodore randolph
Clara rhodehamel
nishant rimal
miranda ross
Olivia royse
matthew Schechter
John Scott
Samuel Shalvoy
ayah Shehata
Charles Shewalter
Katherine Shipman
anna Smoot
Kimmy Sullivan
Kathryn Thompson

Jacob Thurston
Kali Tilton
Chengxiu Wang
Olivia Ward
Justin Wick
Julia Wilson

The University of Akron
alexandra hedden
eleanor nielsen
Kayla Towne

The University of 
Arizona

meredith Grilliot

The University of 
Findlay

madeline miller

The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill

William hansen
Julia Klebe
Chun yang

The University of 
Tampa

megan Sengelmann

The University of the 
Arts

Stephen Davies

Thomas More College
Kelsey Whybrew

University of California, 
Berkeley

eric berger

University of California, 
Los Angeles

Sophia Xu

University of California, 
Santa Barbara

John Tingley

University of Chicago
alexandra Price

University of Cincinnati
Catherine Cameron
alexandra Dubson
aubrey hale
emma Jones
Sam lappert
Joseph leanza
brigid mcKee
lindsey meredith
ian Shafer

University of Colorado 
at Boulder

Jonathan berens
henry Goettler
maxwell rankin
Thomas Ward

University of Dayton
Carolyn botti
emily Jones
Kyle Kaparos
Carson Kizer
molly Quinn
Peter Thorson
madison Wrightsel

University of 
Indianapolis

lauren Wagner

University of Kentucky
Collin burt
Colin holstein
brett Karling
hannah romie

University of Louisville
Grace long

University of 
Massachusetts, 
Amherst

megan Wheeler

University of Miami
Julia anderson

University of Michigan
Graham anderson
Kathryn hennessey
baker moran
hannah Peale
Disha Shidham

University of 
Minnesota, Twin 
Cities

Katharine baldwin

University of North 
Carolina at Asheville

megan brewer

University of Notre 
Dame

Wynn brown
Genevieve Johanni
brian lee

University of 
Pennsylvania

eric Dong

University of Pikeville
Taylor mcGlade

University of Rochester
emma Dorfman

University of South 
Carolina

alexander Dwyer
rachel Williams

University of Southern 
California

liam Campbell

University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville

eric Turner

University of the 
Cumberlands

Danielle rehl

University of Toledo
molli abbruzzese
Shannon von voigt

University of Vermont
Shoshana Cohn

Valparaiso University
Drew Snouffer

Virginia Tech
Patrick rowan

Wake Forest University
Kristen Seely

Walsh University
Connor Peters

Washington and Lee 
University

abigail Petrecca

Washington University 
in St. Louis

Owen auch
Jessica Turner

Wellesley College
Caroline bair

West Virginia University
Carlyn mcKee
elise rucker
Crystal Schweitzer

Wingate University
alexandra beery

Wittenberg University
erik akerman
abigail Crum
Jack Strahm

Wright State University
Christopher russell

Xavier University
meredith auge

The Start of Something New

Special thanks to Glennis huntley for providing this 
list through the upper arlington College Center.

Arlingtonian regrets any errors or inadvertent 
omissions to the Senior Destinations list.

To ensure corrections appear in the 2015 
Norwester yearbook, please e-mail the Norwester 
staff by Friday June 5 at norwester@uaschools.org.

21May 27, 2015

News sports spotlight Features op/ed



May 27, 201522

Congratualtions and Best Wishes Sasha, Jeana, 
Katie and Lauren.

we love you all.   -Your families
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Bop to the Top

bY FIRST lAST, ’14

Payton Warner

Austin Serif

Julia Anderson, Liam Campbell 
& Cole Hendrix

Monnett Hamilton

Austin Serif decided to use his capstone to pursue one of his passions: literature. Serif is 
writing a novella, a literary form shorter than a novel but longer than a short story. 

“I began the process over winter break. I think I wrote five or ten thousand words and then deleted 
them and started again,” Serif said. “I decided I really wanted to understand my story before I got into 
it. I didn’t want to just write something.”

Serif ’s story is a first-person narrative set after World War II. 
“It’s about these people who I kind of idealize as the last of a bygone era of people who were really 

exploring and seeking something bigger than themselves,” said Serif.

Payton Warner always dreamed of doing stand-up comedy, but couldn’t find an opportunity until this 
year when capstone allowed him to pair with a mentor to study the science of humor.

Warner said his research gave him the confidence to refine his comedic style in the form of a stand-
up comedy show.

“Every comedian has their own niche, and my niche is filmmaking. So I’m mixing stand-up with 
videos,” Warner said. 

At his comedy show on April 17 in the Little Theatre, Warner finally performed his unique stand-up 
comedy to a live audience.

Monnett Hamilton, for her capstone, worked to support a cause close to her family. Hamilton’s 
mother was involved in a severe car accident last year, and was pronounced paralyzed at the scene 

of the accident. However, doctors later realized that her spinal cord was just severely bruised, so she 
would be able to regain movement. Hamilton hosted a dinner event for adults to fundraise for the 
purchase of special spinal cord rehabilitation equipment at Martha Morehouse Medical Plaza.

“[The equipment is] a bodyweight support system in the form of a treadmill,” Hamilton said. 
“They’re harnessed, and … the support system takes some weight off of [their legs] so they can 

relearn to walk … like a normal person instead of struggling the rest of their life.”
Hamilton has raised almost $50,000 for the equipment so far.

Seniors show off unique Capstone projects
by OWen auCh, ‘15

There’s been a film festival in Upper Arlington for years, but this year a group of students revamped it for 
their capstone. Previously held in the Little Theatre, the renamed Northam Film and Music Festival 

had over 300 attendees at its new location, Northam Park. The festival featured three bands—Folks, the 
Candescents, and Midnight Coast—and 25 films from both local and international filmmakers. 

The festival received over 1500 international film submissions from places as far-flung as Iran and 
Europe. Northam Film and Music Festival was ranked in the top 15 must-see film and music festivals in 
the world, according to audnews.com.



Fresh Crafts Gallery 
is a contemporary craft and  
art gallery featuring American  
Made Artisan Goods, including  
ceramics, glass, wood, metal, 
textiles, paper, jewelry,  
greeting cards, and more!

Monday–Friday: 10–6 
Saturday: 10–5

2068 Arlington Avenue
Upper Arlington, Ohio 43221

www.freshcraftsgallery.com
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The Road is a national best seller, Pulitzer 
Prize-winning story of a man and his son 
who are living in a post-apocalyptic world. 
They travel across the burned, ravaged 
country in the freezing cold with nothing 
but a pistol, the clothes they have on their 
back and a cart of food they have collected. 
All the son and father have is each other.  

55 years after her first book To Kill a 
Mockingbird, Harper lee will release her new 
novel, Go Set a Watchman, during the week 
of june 22.  This book features many of the 
same characters but takes place 20 years 
later. written originally in the 1950s, the book 
was actually sent to publishers before To Kill a 
Mockingbird but, the manuscript was assumed 
to be lost until it was discovered many years 
later in 2014. 

In the week of june 1, a new Stephen 
king novel titled Finders Keepers will be 
released.  This book is a typical Stephen king 
creation, filled with suspense. It features 
the same characters that king previously 
introduced in the book Mr. Mercedes, 
which he claims was his first “hard boiled 
detective novel.” Finders Keepers explores 
the unhealthy relationship of a reader who 
becomes obsessed with an author. 

judy blume debuts her newest novel, 
The Unlikely Event, during the week of 
june The story begins with 15 year-old 
Miri Ammerman watching a series of 
airplanes fall from the sky and crash into 
her neighborhood. Now, 35 years later 
Miri has to face this tragedy as she returns 
to her hometown. 

The Maze Runner is the first in a trilogy 
that is set in a post-apocalyptic world 
where a teenage boy wakes up in an 
elevator. He has no memory of anything 
other than his name, Thomas. when the 
elevator doors open he finds himself 
surrounded by other boys trapped in an 
impossible maze.   

In this suspense-filled novel, a high 
school senior Piper woodsen is eager 
to graduate and leave high school 
behind her.  She soon finds a mysterious 
notebook filled with the secrets of 
her fellow classmates. One night, Piper 
receives a text, she is not the only one 
that knows about this book and now 
Piper has the ability to reveal all her 
classmates deepest secrets.  

What time is it? 
Summer time reading recommendations 

by Sari rOyer, ‘16

All PHOTOS cOURTESY GOODREADS.cOM,  wIkIPEDIA AND NATAlIE D. RIcHARDS
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bY MOllY QUINN, ‘15

As seniors prepare to graduate, 
there is a lot of uncertainty 
surrounding what to expect from 

the first year of college. Most believe 
freshman year of college will be the 
best year of their lives—that they will 
meet a bunch of new people, party every 
weekend and easily maintain a good 
grade point average. But the reality is far 
from this.

Maren Levering, sophomore at Ohio 
University and 2013 graduate of UAHS, 
advises incoming freshmen to not get 
too caught up in the social aspect of 
college—and to make sure that grades 
come first.

“I would say to make sure you put 
your schooling at the 
top of your priorities,” 
Levering said. “It’s 
easy in college to get 
distracted by the new 
social atmosphere 
but the reason you’re 
going there is to get an 
education.”

Sam Perry, a sophomore at University 
of Cincinnati and 2013 graduate 
of UAHS, encourages freshmen to 
personalize their college experience.

“Although I understand that many 
students do have lots of expectations, 
assumptions and worries about college 
life, one of the best pieces of advice I can 
give is to make your time at college what 
you want it to be—not what you have 
learned to accept as the ‘normal’ college 
life,” Perry said.

Levering states that the workload in 
college is easy to keep up with.

“Coming from UAHS, I feel like they 
do a really good job in preparing you for 
college,” Levering said. “Personally and 
fortunately my first year of college was 
very easy academic-wise and it almost felt 

like I had a smaller workload in college 
compared to in high school. But this 
could be different for every college.”

Levering believes that the best way 
to make a smooth transition from high 
school to college is to get involved on 
your campus.

“To have an easier transition from 
high school to college, just don’t be afraid 
to get involved in activities because that’s 
how you’ll meet more people and build 
a good support system especially since 
you’ll be without parents for the first 
time,” Levering said.

Levering adds that getting involved on 
campus also gives students something to 
do with their new found leisure time.

“In college you have way more free 
time than you ever will in high school, 

almost too much 
free time,” Levering 
said. “Which is why 
I advise freshmen to 
get involved in clubs 
and organizations 
on your campus—
otherwise you’ll just sit 
around and gain that 

freshman 15.”
Levering believes that meeting new 

people is the best part of college, and 
she encourages incoming freshmen to 
be enthusiastic about the next couple 
of years.

“You always hear that your college 
years are going to be the best years of 
your life from almost every adult you 
speak to senior year. And honestly, 
I can already feel it happening and I 
wasn’t expecting it,” Levering said. 
“Going into freshman year I wasn’t all 
that excited about leaving my friends 
behind and changing to a completely 
different lifestyle. But college really is 
a lot of fun; you just have to keep an 
open mind and be excited about what’s 
to come.” 

Alumni give advice on surviving freshman year

When There 
Was Me and You

‘‘Just don’t be afraid 
to get involved in 

activities because that’s how 
you’ll meet more people and 
build a good support system."

UA alum Maren Levering

You’ve had senioritis since  
the start of senior year. 

You will miss the school lunches.

You’re ready to leave this school, 
for good. 

DATA FOR THIS YAY OR NAY COMPILED THROUGH A  
VOLUNTARY ARLINGTONIAN SURVEY OF 10 PERCENT OF THE SENIOR CLASS

You will come back to visit UAHS 
in the future. 

You’re not quite sure which side 
your tassel is supposed to go on.

You think senior year was the best 
year of high school.

You have a slight fear of falling  
on stage during graduation. 

68%

You’re excited you can finally 
friend your teachers on 

Facebook.

74%

YAY OR NAY cOMPIlED bY jENNY jIAO, ‘16

68% yAy, 28% NAy, 4% uNDECiDED

38% yAy, 42% NAy, 20% uNDECiDED

90%

76%

42%

68%

62%

60%

68% yAy, 10% NAy, 22% uNDECiDED

74% yAy, 18% NAy, 8% uNDECiDED

10% yAy, 90% NAy, 0% uNDECiDED

62% yAy, 25% NAy, 13% uNDECiDED

24% yAy, 76% NAy, 0% uNDECiDED

60% yAy, 22% NAy, 18% uNDECiDED
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Right Here, Right Now
Close-to-home travel destinations that won’t break the bank

Whether you are an underwater enthusiast or just looking for a unique 
day trip, Newport Aquarium has something for you. Visitors can 

explore the Shark bridge, which is the only suspension bridge in North 
America that dangles just inches above a tank holding two dozen sharks. For 
the slightly less adventurous, Newport offers exciting exhibits and activities 
ranging from penguin parades to shark ray feeding. located within minutes of 
the various attractions in cincinnati, Oh., Newport can easily be incorporated 
into a longer weekend trip. 

Central Ohio is home to the world’s largest Amish community.  Visitors 
can swing by the Amish and Mennonite Heritage center to view a 

265-ft. cultural mural, and then head over to the Amish country Riding 
Stables to try their hands at horseback riding. For the artistically inclined, 
there’s the Expressions Fine Art & Gift Gallery, featuring local artists’ talents in 
photography, hand-crafted jewelry, and more. To experience a more religious 
side of Amish culture, tourists should check out biblewalk, Ohio’s only lifesize 
wax-museum, featuring over 70 scenes and 300 figures from the Old and 
New Testament.

West Side Market is cleveland’s oldest public market and home to 
over 100 vendors, including “Pierogi Palace,” “juice Garden” and 

“The Pork chop Shop.” The vendors offer a variety of fresh meats, seafood, 
vegetables, baked goods, and even flowers. Newcomers can participate in the 
New Shopper Tour, which is held on the last Saturday of every month. The 
one-hour tour is led by veterans of the market and costs $5 per person. Tour 
registration can be found on west Side Market’s website. 

Newport Aquarium
Travel Time:  Two hours
Location: One Aquarium way, Newport, kent. 41071

Ohio Amish Country
Travel Time:  Two hours
Location:  Millersburg, Oh. 46654

West Side Market
Travel Time: 2.5 hours
Location: 1979 west 25th Street cleveland, Oh. 44113

IMAGE cOURTESY OF wIkIPEDIA

IMAGE cOURTESY OF wIkIPEDIA

IMAGE cOURTESY OF FlIckR

bY bEcINA GANTHER, ’16
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College essays got you 

STRESSED OUT?!! 
 

Sarah Magill’s 
Write Way to College 

can help. 
 

From brainstorming ideas to polishing the final draft,  
Write Way to College   

offers individualized coaching from an experienced 
journalist, editor and writing teacher. 

 
 
 

Over the years,  
Write Way to College   

has worked with students accepted to such schools as 
Notre Dame, Vanderbilt, Cornell, and Wake Forest, as 

well as to the Fulbright Scholars Program. 
 

Check out  Write Way to College on  Facebook and contact 
Sarah at  smagill33@gmail.com or(614)306-7075. 

 
 

1363 S. High Street
columbus Ohio 43207

614-443-7470



Humans of  
High Street

PHOTOS bY kATHERINE wIlbURN

by KaTherine Wilburn, ‘15, meGan Wheeler, ‘15 anD SaSha DubSOn, ‘15

Inspired by Humans of New York, Humans of 
High Street brings brandon Stanton’s revolutionary 
photojournalism vision right here to columbus, Oh. High 
Street is famous for its abundance of colorful characters 
from all walks of life, therefore making it the ideal location 
for a project of this nature.

◀“This is a really bizarre thing to say, but 
I’m a mathematician, and you kind of realize 
that what you know is valuable to a very 
small subset of people. If you want to go into 
finance, it’s a useful thing to have. But it’s 
very hard to do something which is actually 
helping the world in some way other than 
just kind of continuing the current situation. 
So I really kind of wish I had done physics, 
or computer science, or biology, sociology, 
[or] anything that would have been more 
productive. Though I love what I do, it’s a kind 
of strange situation. I think I’m going to end 
up retraining to be a doctor or something one 
day. It’s the dream. It’s the dream.”

May 27, 201530
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▶“The happiest moment I can remember was when I was 
three-years-old, and I used to go to the park with my parents. 
We’d just spend all day at the park. It was nice, just being able 
to be in the moment, and not know what was out there waiting 
for me. I sometime wish I could go back.”

▶“Having a child made me feel like a real adult. I felt adult, 
I faced my own mortality for the first time. I was afraid of 
protecting her. That was my biggest fear, that I wouldn’t be there.”

◀“We met in China before we came here, we were going 
to the same international school. We started the TOEFL and 
ACT exams together, and then we came to the same school. 
Sometimes we have some arguments, but, you know, after 
we solve the problem by saying next time we face the same 
problem, how are we gonna deal with it?”

◀“A couple years ago, I had just graduated with my masters 
degree. But I had been working retail while I was in school, and 
I decided to stick with that company, and it completely changed 
my career path, and just everything. So I think that changed 
a lot of physical aspects of my life, which then really changed 
what I did day to day. Who I was friends with, and all that. I just 
took a completely different path, and it’s worked out awesome. I 
don’t regret it at all.”

◀“For me, it was definitely 
a quick transition between 
adulthood and childhood. 
Mentally, I was kinda already 
there at a young age, so it wasn’t really abrupt or anything, it 
just happened quick. Had a lot to do with family issues, father 
issues, drugs. It was just something I kind of went with, it wasn’t 
something I thought about until I was older and thought, “wow, 
now I actually am a grown up.”

31May 27, 2015

News sports spotlight Features op/ed



May 27, 201532

a career in accounting: 
not just for nerds anymore

Accounting is an exciting career and 
it’s in-demand ... which means you can 

take your pick between a lot of different jobs. 

Plus you get to work with numbers and 
even have a little fun. 

Check it out at www.reacpa.com/working-at-rea

the ywca fed me and 
gave me a warm bed
The YWCA Family Center provides 
emergency shelter and resources for 
homeless families.  We have seen a 70% 
increase in homeless families in the past 
three years.

You can help:
ywcacolumbus.org

Come on down to Bear Essentials!
The UAHS School Store

School Supplies
Paperback books
Spirit Wear for the whole family
Gym Bags
Gift Items

Store Hours: 7:50a.m. - 3:15p.m. on school days 

Call us at: 487-5237

We’ve got a lot in stock including:



You are the Music in Me
Star-studded summer concert lineup is music to Columbus’ ears
by OWen auCh, ‘15

Fall Out Boy & Wiz 
Khalifa

Charli XCX and 
Bleachers

The Avett Brothers

Combining pop, punk-rock and hip-hop, the boys of 
Zummer tour features the unlikely duo of Fall Out 

boy and wiz khalifa. Fall Out boy has regained prominence 
after a temporary hiatus from 2010-2012, and promise 
an energetic set powered by new hits, “My Songs know 
what You Did In The Dark (light Em Up)” and “centuries.” 
Meanwhile, wiz khalifa has become one of the biggest 
names in hip-hop with his unique brand of stoner rhymes, 
pop-fueled hooks and collaborations with famous names 
such as Snoop Dogg and Rick Ross. Tickets for their concert 
at the lc Pavilion on july 15 are on sale now. 

Two up-and-coming artists to the pop music scene, 
charli XcX and bleachers, will be touring the US 

extensively together this summer. charli XcX came to 
prominence last year after featuring on Icona Pop’s “I love 
It” and Iggy Azalea’s “Fancy,” but showed her ability to record 
solo hits with her top ten hit “boom clap.” bleachers began 
as the project of jack Antonoff, lead guitarist from the Indie-
pop band Fun., but grew to wide recognition with hit songs 
“I wanna Get better” and “Rollercoaster.” This duo will be 
playing the lc Pavilion on Aug. 12. 

Called “America’s biggest roots band” by Rolling Stone 
magazine, The Avett brothers surprise concer t-goers 

with unique instruments combinations and a high-energy 
show. Seth and Scott Avett, the brothers and frontmen 
of the band, rely on years both growing up and playing 
together to deliver an easy, back and for th dynamic for 
fans. Touring with seven band members on stage, The Avett 
brothers provide a high-energy and eclectic set, from slow 
ballads like “I And love And You” to upbeat rock like “kick 
Drum Hear t.” Tickets are available now for their show on 
Aug. 21 at the lc Pavilion. 

PHOTO cOURTESY wIkIPEDIA

PHOTO cOURTESY wIkIPEDIA

PHOTO cOURTESY wIkIPEDIA

PHOTO cOURTESY wIkIPEDIA PHOTO cOURTESY FlIckR
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Fabulous How well do you know your 
seniors? Match the baby to 
the senior portrait

by haShem anabTaWi, ‘15 anD elliSe ShaFer, ‘17

 1.“I want to be 
remembered for my 
personality, and I would 
describe my high school 
career as a gradual 
meltdown.” 

 2.“I want to be 
known as someone who 
always makes the most 
out of everything, is 
overly enthusiastic, and an 
extremely absurd dancer.”  

 3.“My biggest 
accomplishment include being 
apart of National Honors 
Society and cum laude Society. 
I also loved cheering on football 
Friday nights in the fall, even if it 
was just for my senior year!”

 4. “I’ve learned 
more about who I am 
as a writer and musician 
through practice and 
play. I would hope 
people would remember 
me as someone they 
could look to help 
them out, because that 
is one of the biggest 
ways I can make myself 
accomplished and happy.”

 5.“I loved 
being involved in 
cheerleading and 
community school.”

6.“I would advise 
underclassman to take in 
every moment and live 
with no regrets because 
high school will be ending 
before you know it.”

 8.“I want to be known to 
be dedicated to community 
service, a lover of politics, and 
a women’s rights activist.”

 9. “I play lacrosse, 
run cross country, was on 
student council, and want 
to be known for working 
hard and being kind.”  

 7.“I would call my 
four years in high school 
the funniest years of 
my life and I want to be 
known for my easygoing 
nature.” 
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2102 TREMONT CENTER • UPPER ARLINGTON, OH 43221

$2 off
ANY SANDWICH  
WHEN YOU  
SHOW YOUR 
ARLINGTONIAN!

Keep smiling UAHS 2015 Seniors!  
 

 
Braces for Children and Adults 

 

Upper Arlington, 1570 Fishinger Rd.  614-451-7555 
Columbus, 5249 W. Broad St.  614-878-7887 

 

       www.wadeorthodontics.com       
       
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jamie McGowen Jones 

Elizabeth  
Jones 
McKee 

Jane Lloyd Jones 

 LEADER IN SOLD VOLUME 
IN UPPER ARLINGTON * 

*CBR statistics 1/1/14-1/1/15 

THE JANE JONES TEAM 

 
When Buying or Selling… 

 Your Happiness is our Success  
www.uajonesteam.com • jane.jones@herrealtors.com  

Marcy  
Jones  
Schoedinger 

273-7717 

2140 Tremont Center
Upper Arlington, Ohio 43221

www.huffmansmarket.com

MONDAy - SATURDAy
8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

SUNDAy
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

The Quality You Expect ... The Service You Deserve.
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Where Dance is the  
Ultimate Expression

REGiSTERiNG  
for summer 

Classes & 
Camps 
Now!

ACCEPTING 
NEW 

DANCERS!

1152 KENNY CENTRE MALL •  COLUMBUS , OH  43220 •  614 . 313. 3773 •  KELLY@KSTUDIODANCE .COM •  W W W.KSTUDIODANCE .COM



Gotta Go My Own Way
Seniors share plans for delaying traditional education path bY EllA kOScHER, ’15

Taylor Staub 
Bound for colorado Mesa 

University in the fall of 2016, 
senior Taylor Staub will take a 
gap year beginning this fall. From 
September to December, Staub will 
be working on an organic farm in 
Hawaii through a program called the worldwide Organization 
of Organic Farms. 

“In exchange for me working on their farm, they provide 
me a place to stay and my food,” Staub said. 

Staub is excited to establish her interests during this time 
before she moves on to college.

“I decided to take a gap year because I’m just not sure 
what I want to study yet in college and...I’d rather have 
experiences in the world and then see where that...leads my 
interests and then go to school based on that,” Staub said. 

Staub appreciates the support from her peers and her 
parents in her decision and offers advice to underclassmen 
considering taking a gap year. 

“I think it’s important to have some kind of structure for 
yourself but there’s a ton of things you can do,” Staub said. 
“There are endless amounts of programs so I would say really 
look into them if you are absolutely positive that you are not 
ready to go to college yet or if you are ready still but are 
considering just taking a different path.” 

Alex Price 
Before she attends the University of 

chicago in the fall of 2016, senior 
Alex Price will spend a gap year in 
Moldova, Europe. She applied to multiple 
scholarships from the State Department 
for the National Security language 

Initiative for Youth program and received a scholarship to live in 
Moldova from August 2015 to june 2016.

“I decided to take a gap year after I got back from the...Europe 
trip led by Mr. Endres last summer, ” Price said. “when I got back, I 
knew that I wanted to see Europe again, but this time I wanted to 
see it in-depth as a resident, not as a tourist.”

Price is eager to live in another country, be immersed in a new 
culture and familiarize herself with an unfamiliar language.

“I chose to take a gap year—specifically a gap year abroad—
because I think it will allow me to experience another culture, better 
understand the world through different perspectives, and make me 
much more independent and mature as I go to college,” Price said.

while away, Price said that she is sure to keep up on her 
academics as well as grow as a student and learn through different 
methods. She suggests students who are interested to look into the 
opportunities a gap year can hold.

“You can use [gap years] to explore a passion, take a trip, make 
money or...try to figure out what you do want to do by gaining 
different experiences,” Price said. “The options are endless.” 

On May 31, over 400 seniors will take to the stage at the Schottenstein center and graduate from UAHS. 
For the vast majority, college is the next step. For a few, however, matriculation will be put on hold with a gap year.

Seth Chun

Hopefully bound for OSU in the fall 
of 2016, senior Seth chun plans 

to spend his gap year in a program 
called Vanguard Gap Year that runs 
through wheaton college. chun will be 
spending a great deal of his time at the 
program’s base camp in Honeyrock, wisconsin, but traveling with 
the program. 

“It’s a program that’s really dedicated to helping students find 
their own interests or find what they want to major in once 
they head off to college,” chun said. “It’s...helping me train myself 
through service work and giving me perspective of life outside 
the bubble that I live in so it will really help me get a sense of the 
real world.”

From base camp, chun will travel to different parts of the country. 
“They’ll take us to parts of the country and parts of 

suburbia within the United States where we can see poverty 
in the U.S. and can kind of make an impact or a difference by 
helping the communities there,” chun said. “And then our third 
trip will take us to the Dominican Republic to try and help the 
situation there.”

chun is eager to learn both about himself and his academics 
by experiencing the world through service. He offers advice to 
others considering taking a gap year before college.

“As effective as the gap year is in my opinion, I would definitely 
say explore all of your options first,” Chun said. “Just because you 
don’t know what to do when you go to college doesn’t mean 
you’re necessarily going to be wasting time because I think to each 
his own…[but] you could be like me where you have an idea but 
you’re not exactly certain so I think it all just plays on how you feel 
towards the end of junior year, beginning of senior year.” 
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InternatIonal 
Car ServICe InC.

 German & Swedish Car Repair1880 
R I V E R S I D E D R I V E •  UA,  O H 43221 •  (614)  486-2449

Do you like to read your parent’s yearbooks from the ’80s? 

Well, you’re not alone.

The Norwester yearbook staff  
needs writers & photographers for the 2016 yearbook.

Contact your counselor to sign up for the fourth period 
Norwester class (Journalism III-N) TODAY!

Be a part of something special.
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Owen, congratulations as a 
2015 Graduate of UAHS.

we are so Proud!

All the best next year.   
You’ll do great.

love, Mom, Dad and Ellie

congratulations cole Hendrix!
Ohio University bound!

So proud of you!
love from your family!
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jenny jiao kelly chian Ellise Shafer

Congratulations  
to the Arlingtonian 2015-16 Editors!

Editor in Chief: Jenny Jiao 
Managing Editor: Kelly Chian
Copy Editor:   Ellise Shafer

Mohamed Abubakar, Hadley Aponte-Good, Noah Cook, Alex Hoey,  
Nik Itomlenskis, Anthony Saker, Anna Smoot, Ben Supplee

Congratulations UARise 2014-15 Seniors!



Give GMOs 
the Go

Walk through a grocery 
store, and you won’t be 

able to miss the never-ending 
slew of “organic” food products. 
They often include an appealing 
catchphrase that makes you 
feel healthy, such as “no added 
preservatives” or “no additives” or 
“names of ingredients that you 
can pronounce.” It’s probably less 
likely that you’ve seen labels specifically indicating non-organic 
foods. There is a general negative perception of genetically 
modified and irradiated foods, but we should change that. As 
members of a world with a rapidly expanding population, we 
should try to accept genetically modified and irradiated foods 
due to the economic and health value they can bring.

 A genetically modified food or organism, abbreviated as 
a “GMO,” is an organism that has been altered at the DNA 
level to add in beneficial traits to that crop, such as increased 
nutritional content or pest resistance. Irradiated food is food 
that has been exposed to radiation in the form of electron 
beams, x-rays, or gamma radiation. The radiation breaks 
chemical bonds in the DNA of the food, slowing the growth 
of or eliminating bacteria that causes spoilage and disease. 
Both of these methods are safe to human health. GMOs 
and irradiated foods have been studied extensively and have 
shown no health risks. 

The processes of genetic modification and irradiation do not 
change the nutritional composition of food (unless purposeful 
to add nutrients to make the food healthier) or the chemical 
compounds in food significantly enough to cause harm. In fact, 
it is almost impossible to tell the difference between a food that 
has been genetically modified or irradiated and one that has not 
been. These methods are under careful regulation by the FDA 
and produce food that is safe to consume.

As our global population grows rapidly, so will the demand 
for food. Unless the supply increases as well, there will be a 
problem. We need a way to feed everyone. Genetic modification 
and irradiation of foods are solutions, but we need to change the 
negative perception that surrounds them. The next time you go to 
the grocery store, be curious and open-minded about the GMOs 
and irradiated foods – they might be able to lend us a hand. 

bY GUEST cOlUMNIST 
ANNA GRUMMAN, ‘15

What I’ve Been Looking For

An 
Uncertain 
Future

Last summer, I spent four 
incredible weeks in Boston, 

Massachusetts. I roamed 
Newbury Street, gaining the 
courage to pitch my start up 
idea to total strangers and with 
every bit of feedback I learned 
how to be better– a better public speaker, a better listener, 
a better entrepreneur. Now almost a year later, my idea is 
finally a reality.

I didn’t have the senior year I always imagined I would 
have– laid back, well certain of my future, safe. When I was 
a freshman I thought I would have everything figured out by 
now, I thought I’d know exactly what my future was going 
to be. But instead my future is absolutely uncertain, and for 
that I’m incredibly thankful.

Next year I will be taking a gap year to work on the 
business I started in Boston. My senior year of high 
school has been everything but conventional, filled with 
meetings with venture capitalists, participating in business 
conferences, attending incubators for tech start ups and 
flying out to Chicago every six weeks. The journey has been 
long and hard, but after a year’s work I’m excited to say 
that my business, TacBoard, is launching at UAHS on May 
24, 2015.

TacBoard is a website that aims to revolutionize the 
way we shop online, making it convenient, affordable and 
personalized. With TacBoard you can save (or “tac”) the items 
you love onto your own personalized boards, making it easy 
to find these items for the future. Additionally, when you “tac” 
an item you can input a price that you’re willing to pay and 
TacBoard will let you know when it goes on sale. TacBoard 
makes online shopping simple and easy on your wallet.

For this past year I’ve had an incredible team that’s 
helped bring my venture to reality: Chandler Freeman (the 
chief architect of the site), Arjun Devraj, Haley Crim, Iris 
Gou, Thomas Uhler, and Ankit Sheth. Please check out the 
TacBoard beta at dev.thetacboard.com and if you’d like to 
learn more about us visit thetacboard.com. 

bY GUEST cOlUMNIST 
DISHA SHIDHAM, ‘15

From GMOs to the future of a newly defined business,  
two senior guest columnists share their views on the world
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Just Getting Started
August 3, 2014. I walked into Room 221 not having the 

slightest idea of what being on Arlingtonian staff would 
be like. I was surrounded by upperclassmen, only a few of 
which I knew well, and felt insecure in my 
position as News Editor. I was honored to 
have an editor position as only a sophomore, 
but also scared. Would people ignore me? Would I 
make any friends? Little did I know that there 
wasn’t any reason for these questions to be 
plaguing my mind. 

Throughout Arlingtonian camp and the 
beginning of the year, I found myself making 
friends easier than I thought. It was such a relief 
to find others who shared the same passion for 
writing that I do, and first period soon became 
my favorite class of the day. Each morning, I 
could always look forward to an environment 
filled with jokes and friendly faces. I knew that 
I could count on anyone for help, whether it was an issue with 
our graphics program or a personal dilemma.

Most importantly, though, I was never treated like I was 
younger or the “baby” of the group, even though I am only 
a sophomore. I always felt like an equal, and learned to see 
myself that way as well. This resulted in what I feel has been 

an immense growth for myself as an individual, and I cannot 
thank everyone enough for all of the fun and hard work we 
have accomplished this year.

To add to my personal development, being on Arlingtonian 
staff affirmed a growing desire to make journalism my career. 
Beforehand, I was unsure of how a newsroom worked or what 

being on a magazine staff would be like. 
But, thanks to Arlingtonian, I was able to 
get pretty close to the reality of what being 
a working journalist is. Sharing your ideas 
with the staff, scrounging for interviews, 
coming up with creative layouts and begging 
for ads are just a few of the experiences that 
I know will aid me in my further pursuit as 
a journalist. The skills that I have learned so 
far are irreplaceable and have even led me 
to winning several awards for my pieces: 
two in the Scholastic Writing Awards, as 
well as a Superior award in Two-Person 
Reporting from the Ohio Scholastic Media 
Association. However, I know none of these 

accomplishments would have been possible without the help of 
the rest of the staff. It truly is a team effort.  

Although I’m sad for this school year to come to a close and 
to see seniors who I’ve grown close to leave, I know that they 
will all continue to do great things. As for me, I can’t wait to 
continue carrying on the Arlingtonian legacy. 

bY EllISE SHAFER, ‘17
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As a foolish, naive sophomore, I was lured into the IB Diploma 
Programme with promises of abundant college credit, an 

out-of-the-box education and the possibility of starting college with 
sophomore status. 

Having an IB diploma can lend an advantage 
in the college application process and create 
opportunities to study abroad and every IB class 
fattens up your GPA by the same amount as an AP 
class. It seemed like a fantasy until I was bludgeoned 
by reality.  

There’s no doubt that the IB program has 
upsides; however, the Upper Arlington chapter is 
disorganized. For instance, one poor soul had to write 
two Extended Essays last year thanks to a paperwork 
screw-up and was not granted an extension. 

Many IB students feel that the program is a bit 
of a bait-and-switch: all it asks of you in your junior 
year is to write a couple Theory of Knowledge papers, 
attend the International Movies and come in on a 
few office hours days. Big deal. 

Senior year, though, you have to sacrifice a couple Capstone days. 
While you’re staggering into school at eight in the morning to be 
assigned a ten-minute presentation and a five-page paper a week 
before the Extended Essay is due, your sane, non-IB classmates are 
snug and happy in their beds, just like you were before Theory of 

Knowledge made your soul wilt. (I wrote my TOK essay in Comic 
Sans as a pathetic act of rebellion.) I saw the IB flag out front flying at 
half mast and pretended it was a tribute to the happiness myself and 
my classmates once had—before IB sucked the light out of the world.

I’m kidding. Mostly.  
Alumni at IB symposiums lightly cautioned us about the peril of 

the end of November and first half of December senior year, yet no 
words in the English language could truly encompass 
the darkness of that time. I didn’t even open Word 
docs for my non-school-related writing for a month. I 
began to relish car rides and long lines at Chipotle just 
because the Extended Essay couldn’t get to me there. 

Over the course of this year, I’ve watched my 
classmates in the IB program slowly come unhinged. 
A friend of mine has devolved into asking people for 
an entire quarter’s worth of Online Government work 
two weeks before the deadline. We spend fifty minutes 
every day in English dedicated to making vague 
statements about upcoming deadlines and sobbing. 

The IB program isn’t entirely without merit, but 
you should know what you’re getting yourself into. 
And, yes, I am writing this from the perspective of a 
fourth-quarter senior, so I don’t really know how IB 

will affect my future. I can’t tell which colleges I’ve gotten into solely 
because of IB and which ones didn’t really care about it. 

But beware, underclassmen: IB markets itself as the perfect 
program for students who don’t like to be forced into a box, but IB is 
just a different box. 

bY HANNAH bENSON, ‘15

IB Stressed



In the past couple months, I’ve lost some faith in the world. An 
anti-vaccination movement sparked by one doctor’s now refuted 
research paper proliferated one of the largest outbreaks of measles 

in the United States. Over half the country is still debating whether 
climate change exists, even though it has been confirmed by 99 
percent of the scientific community. 

At least the two front-runners of the 2016 presidential race are 
fresh faces, ready to make a change. Oh wait. It’s Bush and Clinton, 
two names we’ve heard in the major political offices since 1989. 

But more upsetting to me than all that, which, for the record, 
is a high bar to surpass, is that not many people 
seemed to care. 

My parents didn’t talk about them, rather, we 
spent hours debating whether I should take the ACT 
or SAT. My teachers made no attempt to discuss 
them in class; instead, we sped ahead to complete 
the curriculum before AP tests. My fellow peers and 
I spent more time discussing whether we wanted to 
choose two-day express shipping for our prom dresses 
than concern themselves with, I don’t know, the 
possibility that human activity is destroying the planet 
on which we currently reside. 

But alas, my faith has been restored in humanity. 
All it took was a middle school English class. I was 
supposed to help with their debate project, which was 
to pick a controversial topic, research and have a four-minute debate 
with a partner. 

I walked in with the expectation of helping students outline 
arguments from research articles they had found, about such topics as 
longer school hours, standardized testing, maybe even college debt.

Instead, I walked into a classroom of students with coherent 
outlines, written opening statements and contentions, each backed 
with at least one piece of evidence. I walked into a classroom of 
students who had written out anticipated opposition arguments 
and begun to refute them. Even more impressive, I walked into a 
classroom of students talking about topics that are currently being 

debated: the ethics of animal testing and capital punishment, the 
significance of the gender wage gap, the costs and benefits of a 
minimum wage increase and the use of drones in combat. 

There is something absolutely mesmerizing about talking through 
the impacts of drone usage on citizen privacy with a seventh grader. 
It’s not the fact that they can understand the concerns surrounding 
drones that amazes me, it’s that they understand the central 
arguments that frame the debate better than the average American.

And get this: not only do they understand, they care. These 
twelve or thirteen-year-olds went home and researched on their 

own time, often surpassing the required number 
of articles. And then they came to school the next 
day, eager to share knowledge, eager to teach and 
be taught.

After spending the day helping with the project, 
I began to wonder how exactly the three language 
arts teachers, Zack Prout, Diana Tisdale and 
Caroline Steig, managed to take weeks off their 
curriculum to pursue this. 

They told me, well, they didn’t. Instead of 
teaching the basic curriculum or cramming the 
curriculum to fit in a lengthy off-curriculum project, 
they combined the two. The curriculum standard is 
that seventh graders learn research skills and be able 
to write a research paper. 

They said, what better way to learn to research and form 
arguments than a debate? 

Thus, the project was born. 
And that’s when I realized: This is what learning is. This is 

what school should be like. This was three teachers coming 
together to meet curriculum standards while educating their 
students on important current events and encouraging the 
discoveries of students’ individual views. And this was students 
actively and passionately participating in class work outside 
of their requirements because they had a project that was 
intellectually stimulating. 

bY jENNY jIAO, ‘16

A CASE 
 

APATHY

Hastings seventh graders prepared for a debate project entailing research over controversial issues. The project creatively combined curriculum standards with current events. 

AGAINST

PHOTO IllUSTRATION bY MEGAN wHEElER

Columnist revels in middle school  passion 
for school project
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She loves butts, she’s got a man’s voice and more than 
half of her time is spent day dreaming; she is Tina 

belcher. You could say Tina belcher is my spirit animal. 
bob’s burgers is a hilarious animated show featuring the 
questionable life of the belcher family inside bob’s (father) 
failed restaurant, conveniently called bob’s burgers. If the 
first three seasons of awkward facial expressions, endless 
sass, estranged moaning or basically anything Tina does 
didn’t leave your stomach cramping from laughter, then 
season four (now available on Netflix) will surely knock 
your socks off. Each episode is 20 minutes long (a shame if 
I say so myself), so give it a go and see where the belcher 
family values take you in your life.

Spotted—an annoying anonymous 
blabbermouth commentator whose sole 

teenage goal is to ruin the lives of Manhattan’s 
richest snobs. let me start with this: Gossip Girl is 
literally one of the worst shows ever made, but 
it has its silver lining. This show is a giant drama-
infused question mark. Every time you think things 
are going great, some random person/event tears 
everyone apart for the next three episodes and 
then flies off the face of the earth. Together, Serena, 
blair, Nate, chuck, Dan, Vanessa and my favorite, 
the psychotic Georgina, all take turns plotting to 
ruin each other’s lives while simultaneously trading 
sexual partners with each other depending on the 
day of the week. I mean six seasons and a handful 
of characters, you put the pieces together.

Somehow the rich dimwits made it into their Ivy 
league schools of choice, but leave it to Serena’s heart 
to tell her not to go to Yale, brown OR columbia or 
blair’s need be queen of everything to just make school 
and education look like a joke. So many questions come 
with this show. Does Nate Archibald date people his 
age? wIll chuck bass ever be attractive? Does Dan 
Humphrey think his chest hair looks good? A cruddy 
show, but with a beautiful ending. I’d recommend 
watching the six season fiasco.

You know you love me. (Ugh, shut up.)
XOXO.... Gossip Girl

I f you still haven’t seen this 
dubious five-season long 

drug deal then let’s just say, 
‘you better call Saul.’ If you like 
meth, you’ll lOVE good old 
Heisenberg’s blue meth recipe 
made completely from scratch 
and found on your local Food 
Network website (not really). In 
the action packed anxiety-filled 
series, middle-aged walter white 
puts his chemistry degree to use 
to pay for his cancer treatment 
and to build a trust for his 
family’s financial future. white 
travels along with former student 
and drunk, drug addict screw up, 
jesse Pinkman, meeting countless 
people that end up wanting 
them both, well, dead. The show’s 
a roller coaster, sometimes a 
bland one, but includes lots of 
excitement and lots of gruesome 
murder—it’s great!

Gilmore Girls

gossip girl

Who’s Watching?

by haShem anabTaWi, ‘15

What’d I think?

What’d I think?

What’d I think?

Seven seasons, two women, a small town, endless witty jokes and a local 
diner. Gilmore Girls is a hear twarming comedy that’ll make you want 

to put on a robe, pour some coffee and make you jealous that you don’t 
live in a town where everybody knows each other’s name. Despite lorelai 
Gilmore being the absolute coolest mother to her daughter, lorelai “Rory” 
Gilmore, and Rory being pretty much the perfect poster child while going 
to Yale and staying in Yale (Serena van der woodsen thrown under the 
bus again), the show really teaches you what’s impor tant in life and that 
no boyfriend, dollar sign or sexual betrayal 
can break a family bond apar t. You’ll laugh, 
you’ll cry, you’ll want to see Emily Gilmore 
(grandmother) be set on fire sometimes, 
but in the end, Gilmore Girls is a hit that 
you’ll love and never forget.

What’d I think?
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One night in April, I was doing my usual evening routine: 
listening to Pandora while switching between old Dylan 

O’Brien videos and fmylife.com...erm I mean annotating my English 
assignment and studying trends in the Periodic Table.

 As I listened to song after song, I noticed something a bit bizarre. 
Every song was about love. Every. Single. One. At first, I thought 
maybe I’d accidentally clicked on a “Love Songs” station. Last May, 
I grooved to maraca music for a good 15 minutes before 
realizing I had no idea what anyone was singing. Turns 
out I had clicked on a Cinco de Mayo station. Whoops. 

But not this time. I was on a “Today’s Hits” station. 
A quick look at my recent Pandora “likes” revealed 

that almost every song was about love or sex. The main 
exceptions were songs about partying, and even then, 
most party songs included lines about flirting at the 
club, taking someone home or something similar.

I wanted to know why. So, of course, I asked 
Google: “Why is all music about love and sex?” Among 
the top results were Billboard ’s “50 sexiest songs of all 
time” and Cosmopolitan’s “31 songs to have sex to.”

Those pages didn’t answer my question and are 
generally unhelpful for anyone who isn’t planning a 
saucy evening with a significant other. Step up your game, Google. 

According to Billboard’s “Hot 100,” the top songs are “Uptown 
Funk” by Bruno Mars, “Sugar” by Maroon 5, “Love Me Like You 
Do” by Ellie Goulding, “Earned it” (Fifty Shades of Grey) by The 
Weeknd and “Thinking Out Loud” by Ed Sheeran. 

Some might argue that  Bruno Mars’ hit is about funky dancing, 
not sex.  Now I’m no sex-pert, but the lines, “if you sexy then flaunt 
it” and “girls hit your hallelujah” scream sex to me. Or at least 
whisper. Yeah, let’s go with whisper. 

I haven’t heard “Earned It,” but its place on Fifty Shades of Grey’s 
soundtrack probably tells me all I need to know about its message. 

Now I had a list of sexual songs, but still no explanation for why 
these songs are popular. Yeah, they’re catchy, but would they have 

topped the charts if the lyrics glorified eating chips or wasting time 
online? That’d be a much more accurate representation of my life. 

Music doesn’t just represent our real lives; it can also represent 
what we want in our ideal lives. Perhaps many of us want more love 
and, dare I say it, sex in our lives? 

Again, I turned to Google: “Why do people want love and sex?”
I should’ve known better than to trust that darn search engine 

again. Amidst the was a Time magazine article titled “People who 
love grilled cheese sandwiches have way more sex than those who 
don’t”—What…?

I was a grilled cheese fanatic in my younger 
years. Can I cash in those grilled cheese credits later 
in life? Why am I even asking this?

I spent another hour searching for real answers. 
My quest led me from “deep” Taylor Swift 
quotes— “We should love, not fall in love, because 
everything that falls gets broken.”—to Nicki Minaj 
rapping about her butt; from Miley Cyrus’ incessant 
twerking to John Mayer’s sketchy imagery of  “using 
his hands” to explore a girl’s “wonderland.” 

All these lyrics about relationships and sex made 
me feel as if I’m missing something in my life. 
According to the Guttmacher Institute, the average 
age for first intercourse in the US is 17.0 for males 
and 17.3 for females. If about half my age group 

will have sex before graduation, then maybe music is accurately 
portraying the prevalence of sex in our culture. It seems that even if 
everyone isn’t sexually active or wants to be, many people are at least 
fascinated enough by sex to listen to sexually-themed music.  There 
is, however, a clear distinction between fascination and desire: I’m 
fascinated by animal births, but I would never want to birth a tiger. 

I’m no love guru—the closest I’ve ever been to romance are my 
sob sessions during Nicholas Sparks movies. But no matter the reason 
or relevance, I will keep on attempting to rap “Super Bass” and 
shrieking the high note in “Rolling in the Deep.” And if I get tired 
of our sexually saturated music, I’ll head on over to the Cinco de 
Mayo station and sway myself senseless to the upbeat rhythms. I just 
hope there’s nothing sexual about maracas. 

bY bEcINA GANTHER, ‘16

Sexually Saturated
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What will you remember most about UAHS?

Senior Cole Veri

I’ll miss doing 
hoodrat stuff 

with my friends.

Senior Maggie 
Hobson

The friendships 
made and the 

amazing trips taken.

Senior Hoda 
Khamis

All of the friends I’ve 
made in crew.

Senior Tyler 
Holsopple

jesus’ love, the 
tennis team, and 

double lunch.



STAFF EDITORIAl cARTOON

STaFF eDiTOrial

Arlingtonian is an award-winning 
publication that has highlighted 

an array of relevant topics throughout 
the year, investigating issues from 
within the classroom as well as those 
on a more global scale. The publication’s 
success can be attributed to the 
journalistic freedom granted by the 
Upper Arlington administration.

We want to give a round of applause 

to the UA administration; it has helped 
Arlingtonian maintain its journalistic 
integrity since the district formally 
acknowledged the publication as a public 
forum free from prior review in 1991.

Some districts mandate a closed forum 
policy, where all student-published work is 
first reviewed by the administration, thus 
compromising authenticity and originality. 
This practice is called prior review, and it 
can prevent students from courageously and 
freely reporting on any wide array of topics.

However, our administration 
has allowed the Arlingtonian staff 
to determine its content without 
administrative interference. This gives us 
the freedom and responsibility to be a 
newsmagazine that informs our readers 
about current events, in the world and in 
our community.

This school year we explored a variety 
of controversial topics. We have tried 
to educate the student body about such 
issues as sexuality, domestic violence, 
concussions and racism, among others. 

In addition to controversial topics, 
our policy has allowed us to praise and 
criticize our school system without 
interference. We believe feedback and 
constructive criticism are essential for 
the growth and improvement of our 
education system. Arlingtonian often 
pursues stories on the shortcomings 
of our curriculums or educational 
standards, but we do so not only to 
inform, but also to incite change.

A more independent and authentic 
publication allows for a more well-
informed student body. The power of 
Arlingtonian isn’t confined to just a 
magazine. Instead, it has the ability 
to influence perspectives and ignite 
conversation. A better Arlingtonian creates 
an overall better school, better community 
and better society. Much of this is due to 
the district’s decision to allow the staff 
to operate as a public forum for student 
expression, free from prior review. And for 
that, we thank the administration.  

Freedom First
Staff thanks administration for public forum, 
allowing students to express themselves freely
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8 IN 8 cOMPIlED bY FIRSTNAME lASTNAME

Senior Sam Lappert

The theater, my 
teachers, but mostly 

Anna Smoot.

Senior Kara 
Overmyer

NYc, making 
friendships 
and making 

homecoming court.

Senior Rebecca 
Shera

I’ll miss cutting class 
and calling in “sick.”

Senior Wynn 
Brown

just the boys. 
I will remember my 

boys. 
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