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Crisis in syria
A closer look at  
the ongoing conflict

a Battle on the Ballot 
The debate for and against  
legalization of marijuana



Weed LadyCome on down to Bear Essentials!
The UAHS School Store

School Supplies
Paperback books
Spirit Wear for the whole family
Gym Bags
Gift Items

Store Hours: 7:50a.m. - 3:15p.m. on school days 

Call us at: 487-5237

We’ve got a lot in stock including:

get $1 OFF 
your next DrInk at ua rIse café

lImIt one Per customer 
couPon exPIres 10/30/2015

www.korda.com
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Arlingtonian is a student-produced 
newsmagazine published approximately every four 
weeks by the Journalism III-A students at Upper 
Arlington High School. the publication has been 
established as a public forum for student expression 
and for the discussion of issues of concern to its 
audience. It will not be reviewed or restrained by 
school officials prior to publication or distribution.

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student 
expression, the editorial board, which consists of 
the staff’s editors, will determine the content of 
the newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; 
therefore, material may not necessarily reflect the 
opinions or policies of Upper Arlington school 
officials. 

the views stated in editorials represent that of a 
majority of the editorial board. No single member 
of the editorial board can be held responsible for 
editorial content decisions. Signed columns or 
reviews represent only the opinion of the author.

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, 
guest columns and news releases from faculty, 
administrators, community residents, students and 
the general public. the Arlingtonian editorial board 

reserves the right to withhold a letter or column 
and return it for more information if it determines 
the piece contains items of unprotected speech as 
defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters and columns 
meeting the above criteria will be posted in full 
on the Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.
com for a minimum of four weeks. Arlingtonian and 
its staff will strive to publish only legally protected 
speech following the legal definitions for libel, 
obscenity and invasion of privacy. 

the staff will also refrain from printing stories 
that create a material disruption of school activities. 
because the Arlingtonian staff will determine 
content of the publication, it will therefore also take 
complete legal and financial responsibility for what 
is printed. Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing 
a story solely on the basis of possible dissent or 
controversy.

the Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing 
and production costs through advertising sales, 
donations and fundraisers.

the editor or co-editors shall interpret and 
enforce this editorial policy.

thank you to our donors!
Arlingtonian is provided free to all students and staff with  
contributions from the generous people and businesses below

Arlingtonian Editorial Policy
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PUbLIcAtION DeSIGN bY JeNNY JIAO, KeLLY cHIAN AND eLLISe SHAFer.  
cOVer bY KeLLY cHIAN, cOVer PHOtO ILLUStrAtION bY cArOLINe cHIDeSter. 

cONteNtS bY eLLISe SHAFer, cONteNtS PHOtO cOUrteSY NHAt MeYer/ 
bAY AreA NeWS GrOUP/trIbUNe NeWS SerVIce.
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bY MAeVe O’brIeN, ’16

The Start 
In March of 2011, pro-democracy protests erupted in 

Syria after the arrest and torture of a group of teenagers 
who graffitied revolutionary slogans on a school wall. the 
government, under president al-Assad, responded forcefully, 
opening fire on the demonstrators. this escalated the 
violence, and soon more people took up arms in opposition 
of the government, demanding Assad’s resignation. Divisions 
between ethnic and religious groups added to the political 
conflict, and the country descended into full-blown civil war.

The Danger of the Chaos
the civil unrest and struggle for power allowed for the 

extremist military group ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) 
to invade and occupy large areas of territory in northern and 
eastern Syria. the terrorist group has conducted mass human 
rights violations, inflicting severe punishments on those who 
don’t accept its authority, including mass public executions, 
amputations and beheadings. the UN has also found that 
both the Syrian government and the rebel forces have 
committed war crimes, which include murder, torture, forced 
disappearances and rape.

 

 

 

    PHOtO cOUrteSY rOY GUtMAN/ trIbUNe NeWS SerVIce

PHOtO cOUrteSY rOY GUtMAN/ Mct cAMPUS

▲ kurdish refugees arrive in yumurtalik, turkey, fleeing the 
advances of Islamic state extremists on the north syrian city 
of kobani on sept. 30, 2014.

▲ Jordanians travel to the remote village of ay in southern Jordan on friday, 
feb. 6, 2015, to pay respects to the family of lt. moaz al kasasbeh, the pilot 
burned alive by the Islamic state after his plane crashed on a mission over 
raqqa, syria in late December 2014. 

PHOtO cOUrteSY MUStAFA KHAYAt/FLIcKr creAtIVe cOMMONS

two children gather in karkosik erbil, a syrian refugee camp. millions have been displaced from there homes in syria, driven to live in similar refugee camps. 

Civil war in Syria has caused many 
people to flee their homes 

The Struggle 
in Syria
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The Impact
As of the spring of 2015, four years after the conflict began, 

over 220,000 lives had been lost, according to the UN. In 
addition, the UN estimates that more than 11 million people 
are displaced from their homes in Syria, and about half of them 
are children. to put this in perspective, Syria’s pre-civil war 
population was about 23 million, meaning half of the people 
have either been killed or have been forced to leave their 
homes. About 4 million have left the country entirely, fleeing 
to refugee camps in Lebanon and Jordan, where resources and 
infrastructure are dwindling. Others have gone to Iraq or turkey, 
or make the dangerous trek across the Mediterranean Sea in 
hopes of a better life in europe.

International Pressures
Due to the widespread need in Syria, other countries are 

stepping up to shoulder some of the burden. turkey, Jordan, 
and Lebanon have taken in hundreds of thousands of refugees, 
whereas the U.S. has taken in 1,500. recently, Secretary of State 
John Kerry announced that the U.S. will accept 100,000 refugees 
by 2017, The New York Times reported. Austria and Germany have 
recently claimed they can’t keep up with the influx of refugees. 
Meanwhile, Hungary has even provided substantial obstacles 
for migrants to enter their country as refugees. Police have 
been reported to be blocking roads to sites where migrants can 
register as refugees, because the nation can’t accommodate any 
more people.

Local Efforts
In UA, there have been efforts to provide some assistance. 

UAHS teachers David Griffin and Nate Palmer founded the club 
SOS to raise awareness about the Syrian crisis and alleviate 
some suffering by donating all fundraising revenue to Doctors 
Without borders. the teachers had the idea for the club after 
seeing the viral picture of the young Syrian child, Alyan Kurdi, 
who died making the dangerous trek from turkey to Greece. both 
teachers have young sons, and the photo helped to humanize 
the crisis. About 20 to 30 students came to the meeting, where 
they are broken down into smaller groups such as fundraising or 
awareness. Participation is expected to grow even more once the 
club gains some publicity and t-shirts are made. 

PHOtO  cOUrteSY  rOY GUtMAN/ Mct cAMPUS

PHOtO cOUrteSY OLIVIer DOULIerY/AbAcA PreSS/trIbUNe N
eW

S 
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PHOtO cOUrteSY JOHN SUttON/creAtIVe cOMMONS

◀ kurdish refugees arrive in yumurtalik, turkey, fleeing the advances of 
Islamic state extremists on the north syrian city of kobani, on sept. 30, 
2014.

▲ Demonstrators rally on the north side of the white House in 
washington, D.c., to protest any u.s. military action against syria on aug. 
29, 2013. 

▲ cambridge residents gather to show support for syrian refugees and protest 
the british government’s response to the crisis. they walked to the guildhall to 
be addressed by the cambridge member of Parliament. 
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the Push for legalization
bY JeNNY JIAO, ’16

issue 3, on the November ballot, is a 
proposed amendment for the Ohio 
Constitution. If passed with a majority, 

the amendment will legalize marijuana 
through specific provisions. 

The amendment includes the legalization 
of both recreational and medical marijuana in 
the state of Ohio. 

ResponsibleOhio, an interest group 
comprised of medical professionals, patient 
advocates and businesspeople, is pushing 
for marijuana reform. ResponsibleOhio 
personnel were integral in drafting Issue 
3 and are currently leading a campaign to 
raise attention. 

“We believe that using marijuana is 
a personal choice best left up to adults,” 
ResponsibleOhio spokesperson Faith Oltman 
said. “It would provide a highly-regulated, 
taxed and safe industry. Issue 3 would also 
provide compassionate care for Ohioans with 
debilitating illnesses.”

Ohio State University senior and economics 
major Kris Nunke strongly supports 
legalization for personal and economic reasons. 

“The demand for [marijuana] is 
increasing,” Nunke said. “We spend billions 

of dollars trying to keep it illegal when we 
could legalize it [and] regulate it... We can 
control quality and take the profits away 
from drug cartels and put it into the hands 
of professionals.”

The American 
Civil Liberties Union 
of Ohio (ACLU 
of Ohio) echoes 
Nunke’s sentiments. 

Executive 
Director of the 
ACLU of Ohio 
Christine Link said 
in a statement that 
it is imperative for 
Ohioans to vote 
for the amendment 
in order to fix the 
criminal justice 
system pertaining 
to marijuana. 

“By voting yes 
on Issue 3, Ohio voters have a unique 
opportunity to end an unjust and 
unworkable policy,” the statement read. 
“Issue 3 needs to pass on Election Day 
because its failure may well mean another 
10 or 20 years of the same bad policies 

that cause excessive punishment, a justice 
system clogged by marijuana prosecutions, 
lives ruined by prison, and marijuana 
in the hands of illegal, unregulated, and 

dangerous cartels.”
However, Upper 

Arlington Police 
Officer Jon Rice is 
opposed to legalization 
because of safety and 
health concerns. 

“I oppose 
it because our 
children and 
families do not 
need another vice 
to get addicted to. 
I know they say 
that marijuana is 
not addictive but I 
believe that if you 
have an addictive 
personality, you 

can become addicted to anything,” 
Rice said. “Too often marijuana is laced 
with other chemicals and drugs that the 
unsuspecting user inhales. There are so 
many compounds out there that cause 
serious health problems.”

Voters to decide legalization of marijuana on ballot this fall

in the Amendment
• Adults aged 21+ may purchase, possess, 

transport, use and share marijuana of 1 
oz. or less or its equivalent in marijuana-
infused products in private areas

• Adults aged 21+ may grow of up to four 
plants at home, with a license

• creation of ten initial commercial growing 
sites and over 1,100 business licenses 
for retail

• Flat tax of 15 percent at the wholesale and 
manufacturing level and 5 percent at 
the retail level to be distributed to the 
Municipal and township Government 
Fund and the Strong county Fund

 cOUrteSY OF NHAt V. MeYer/bAY AreA NeWS GrOUP/Mct

medical marijuana cigarettes are hand-rolled at the all american cannabis club, aka a2c2, a medical marijuana collective, in san Jose, calif., on aug. 20, 2014. 
the golden state, with its already outsized medical-pot market, could soon be entering a golden era of commercialized cannabis.
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economic impacts
In addition to legalizing the usage 

of marijuana, the 
amendment proposes 
the creation of ten 
Marijuana Growth, 
Cultivation and 
Extraction (MGCE) 
facilities, meaning only 
these facilities could 
legally grow marijuana. 

Government 
officials and 
marijuana activists 
alike are opposed 
to the initiative 
because they believe 
it monopolizes the 
marijuana industry. 

“Issue 3 is what I 
would consider to be 
an oligopoly market  
structure; which is 
a few sellers in the 
market who set the 
price to maximize 
profits and participate 
in collusion,” Nunke said. “Basically these 
ten grow sites (wholesalers) are not going to 
compete [but rather] they’re going to set the 
price well above market value.” 

State Auditor David Yost (R) said the 
initiative was akin to writing a business plan 
into the constitution. 

“If approved by voters, it would write 
into the Ohio Constitution the location of 
ten farms that would be allowed to grow 
marijuana, exclusively... A legalized, properly 
licensed market should be available to all 
comers, not just the few with the money 
to enshrine into the Ohio Constitution 
a monopoly for themselves,” Yost said, 
according to The Plain Dealer.

However, ResponsibleOhio 
spokesperson Faith Oltman said the 
market structure promotes healthy and safe 
competition. In addition, Oltman notes the 
ability for the Commission to add facilities. 

“An initial ten growing sites and 
regulation of growing licenses means a safer 
Ohio. Starting with a limited number of 
growers means adequate supervision over 
the supply of marijuana grown in Ohio 
and will create the floor of the industry,” 
Oltman said. “We start with ten competing 

and regulated growers, and if those ten don’t 
meet the needs of the state or consumers, the 
state adds licenses until the demand is met.”

opposition
In response to Issue 3, Ohio 

legislators have approved the Ohio 
Initiated Monopolies Amendment (Issue 
2) through House Joint Resolution 4 of 
the General Assembly. 

Issue 2 prohibits the usage of 
the amendment process to establish 
economic interests. 

The amendment reads, “Prohibit any 
petitioner from using the Ohio Constitution 
to grant a monopoly, oligopoly, or cartel 
for their exclusive financial benefit or to 
establish a preferential tax status.”

In addition, the amendment specifically 
targets the Marijuana Legalization 
Initiative through its language that Issue 2 
prohibits “from taking effect any proposed 
constitutional amendment appearing on the 
November 3, 2015 General Election ballot 
that creates a monopoly, oligopoly, or cartel 
for the sale, distribution, or other use of any 
federal Schedule I controlled substance.”

If both issues pass with a majority, it is 
unclear which would supercede the other. 

Advocates of Issue 2 claim it would take 
into effect first, nullifying Issue 3, according 
to Cleveland.com. However, the Ohio 
Constitution states the issue with the larger 

majority would take effect. 
If both issues pass, the matter 

is likely to be settled in courts.

black Market
Legalization also impacts the 

black market. Currently, the 
U.S. black market for marijuana 
is estimated to be valued at 
$141.80 billion, according to 
Havocscope.com. 

ResponsibleOhio has argued 
for legalization, saying that it will 
subdue the black market, and 
students’ access to marijuana.

“There will be strict penalties for 
anyone who sells marijuana to kids,” 
Oltman said. “Which isn’t the case 
now because drug dealers are selling 
to kids and aren’t IDing them.”

Oltman continues to 
explain the reasoning behind 
ResponsibleOhio’s stance.

“When we legalize marijuana, prices will 
be very competitive with the black market. 
This will smother the black market and 
severely limit teens’ access to marijuana,” 
Oltman said. “Like alcohol, marijuana use 
will be a personal choice students can make 
when they’re 21.”

UA Police Officer Jon Rice believes there 
may be some validity to ResponsibleOhio’s 
argument, but students will continue to 
buy illegally, maintaining the black market. 

“The argument that marijuana can be 
grown locally in a controlled environment 
is much safer may be a little true, but the 
bottom line it’s still cheaper to buy it on the 
black market,” Rice said. “The people that 
are using it now will continue to use and 
still buy it off the black market.”

Junior Nate Hervey agrees with Rice 
about the black market. 

“I believe that much like alcohol, 
teens will buy [marijuana] with fake IDs 
or through people over the age of 21,” 
Hervey said. “If marijuana is available 
illegally, people will [continue to] buy it.”

In the end, the success or failure of Issue 
3 will be decided on Nov. 3 by voters all 
across Ohio. 

VT
NH
MA
CT
RI
NJ
DE
MD
DC

Source: National Conference of State Legislatures Graphic: Los Angeles Times/TNS

A widening embrace of marijuana
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athletes

PHOtO cOUrteSY MArY LYNN cASWeLL

PAGe DeSIGN bY cArOLINe cHIDeSter, ’17

The bears push to close out their 
fall seasons with victories

PHOtO cOUrteSY PAIGe MAcNAUGHtON

▶CheeRleADiNG: Junior allie stillman (left), 
senior kendall colombo (middle), and junior 
brooke scheinberg (right) cheer on the football 
team oct. 9 against Hilliard Davidson.

▶▶ boys GolF: Junior alan kim follows through 
on his swing at the sept. 19 scioto Invitational.

▶▶ boys WATeR Polo: Junior will sears prepares 
for his next big game on oct.13 versus thomas 
worthington by running drills during practice.

▶ GiRls CRoss CouNTRy: Junior meredith 
caswell finished the last 20 seconds of the junior/
senior race at Hilliard bradley on oct. 3 with a time 
of 20:07.

▼ GiRls WATeR Polo: senior sarah Dilz passes 
the ball to help the team win on sept. 22 against 
worthington kilbourne.

PHOtO bY cHArLOtte JANeS
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b oys  G o l F
Junior  
andy 
Hummer
the team has 
grown by... 
becoming a lot 
more confident 
individually and 
collectively.

the season has... gone well. We had 
some tough rounds but we had a few 
tournament wins and a second place 
finish in the Occ.

Being a junior captain is... great because 
I get some valuable experiences to learn 
from moving forward.

the highlight of the year so far has 
been... our last Occ round where we 
lost to Olentangy Liberty but made a 
courageous comeback on the final day. 

• • • • • • • • 

GiRls GolF
Senior  
Kelli Kahle
the team has 
grown by... 
becoming 
a lot more 
consistent with 
our scores. We 
are figuring out the little things and 
tweaking them when we need to.

the season has.. been improving since 
the first day of tryouts. We’ve bonded 
multiple times already this season 
which is strengthening our team out on 
the course. 

the best part of being a senior 
captain is.. how much respect and 
trust the team has for me.

the highlight of the year has been... 
our team score of 149 that we shot 
on Sept. 28 at Westchester. We came 
together and broke the school record. 

Captains’ Chat
cOMPILeD bY cOLe PIrWItz, ‘16

PHOtO bY SArAH MArtIN

PHOtO bY SArAH MArtIN

PHOtO bY cHArLOtte JANeS
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PHOtOS bY cArOLINe cHIDeSter
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SPOTLIGHT

bY McDANIeL HArtrANFt, ‘17 AND 
OLIVIA VAN ArSDALe, ’17

it’s 4 p.m. on a Thursday and senior Emily 
Song makes her way into Panera Bread, 
the restaurant she’s been working for since 

the summer of 2014. 
She stands behind the cash register and 

starts her shift by ringing out the family 
dinner crowd. After the rush slows down and 
her hours are up, she closes down the store. 
She then walks over to the bakery to start 
cleaning up her designated spot. She begins 
mopping up the floor and at 10 p.m., if her 
manager approves, she goes home. 

During the school year, Song has to 
schedule work differently than she does 
during summers. 

“This year, I work weekends and I only 
have one or two nights in the school week,” 
Song said. “School is definitely my priority. 
Sometimes Panera will schedule me too 
many days of the week and I don’t do some 
of my homework and that gets in the way.”  

Emily indicated that before she started 
her job she wouldn’t have worked without a 
monetary incentive. 

“I have to pay for my gas and some of my 
phone bill too, and then also I just want the 
spending money,” Song said. 

After having the job for a year, she now 
believes that the experience behind work is 
much more fulfilling than the paycheck. 

“Before working, [money] was the main 
reason for having a job, but now I realize 
that there is so much more,” Song said.

Leading double lives, 
students struggle to 
maintain their priorities

Working at Panera has taught Song things 
that she believes aren’t in UAHS’ curriculum.  

“I think that you learn so much by 
experience, it’s not just something you learn 
at school,” Song said. “The people that work 
there are some of the hardest working people 
I know, so you learn so much from them.” 

Song has learned to appreciate other 
aspects of her experience as well. 

“I value the work ethic and you can 
definitely tell from other customers if they have 
worked in the food industry before,” Song 
said. “I think definitely how much money I 
get helps, too. I think it’s worth it because I’ve 
learned a lot about how a business is run.” 

      doubling up
Upper Arlington is known for having 

a rather well-off demographic. According 
to the United States Census Bureau, the 
median household income rate for Upper 
Arlington in 2013 was about $97,000 per 

year, which was more than double the state 
of Ohio’s median of $48,000 and much 
higher than the national median of $51,000. 

Additionally, while Ohio’s poverty 
rate hovers around 15.8 percent, Upper 
Arlington’s is at 4.6 percent. So, most minors 
in UA aren’t financially required to work 
because of a home situation that needs 
their economic support or self-sufficiency. 
However, working part-time while a student 
at UAHS is not uncommon. 

In fact, some even hold multiple jobs. 
Junior Robert Geil is employed at two 
places: Graeter’s Ice Cream and local diner 
Chef-O-Nette, making for a total of four 
days and around 13 to 17 hours per week. 

Geil said his work can sometimes feel 
burdensome, and it can be challenging 
to get homework done, even though he 
remains focused on school.

“Work is easier, but I know that I have 
to do school because I don’t want to be 
spending my life bussing tables for $8 an 
hour,” Geil said. 

Above: charlotte orr lifeguards for Premier 
fitness center. 

ToP RiGhT:  tory loux works as a receptionist 
for first community Village. 

FAR RiGhT: brooke eppert is employed for 
Zoup, a soup-serving establishment. 

RiGhT: at chef-o-nette, skylar Himelstein 
works as a waitress. 

bears
at work



SOUrce: VOLUNtArY ArLINGtONIAN SUrVeY OF 203 StUDeNtS

PHOtO bY SArAH MArtIN

PHOtOS bY cArOLINe cHIDeSter

A r L I N G tO N I A N   |   11

SPOTLIGHT

Geil said he originally applied for a job 
at his parents’ request, but since then his 
motivations have changed.   

“But now [the job] is mostly for money,” 
Geil said. “The reason I picked up the second 
job at Chef-O-Nette is because I could’ve not 
worked during the school year, but I was like, I 
can handle working a little bit. And it’s nice to 
have a paycheck coming in every week.” 

     Work Perks
Student employment has recently been 

on the rise. The Bureau of Labor Statistics 
found that school-age unemployment 
dropped from 11.7 percent to 10.1 percent 
in the summer of 2014. 

To regulate student employment, the 
Department of Labor has federal rules for 
working teenagers in place. People under 
the age of 14 are limited to a short list of 
jobs including babysitting and newspaper 
delivery. For those between 14 and 15 years 
old, more jobs are available, but they cannot 

work more than three hours on school days 
or more than 18 hours per week. During 
summer, their working hours must be 
between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

Students 16 and 17 can work unlimited 
hours within certain time constraints but are 
prohibited from jobs considered hazardous 
by the Secretary of Labor, such as coal 
mining and textile manufacturing.  At age 
18, all prohibitions are lifted.

Even with such restrictions, employment 
hours can pose problems for students.  

“It definitely impacts my social life,” 
Geil said. “I’ve got a pretty good gig right 
now, where I’ve got standard hours, so I 
know when I’m not working. However, 
over the summer it was really challenging 
because I worked 30-plus hours a week 
at Graeter’s and I did not have a regular 
schedule. It was chaotic.” 

Geil isn’t alone - according to research 
conducted by Brigham Young University, 
64 percent of working students surveyed 
reported higher levels of stress because of 

working while in high school. 
However, working as a teenager is shown 

by many studies to have a positive impact on 
a student’s life. 

“It’s nice, because it provides a structured 
environment,” Geil said. “And it’s time I get 
to take my mind off of school and just be 
something else.” 

Geil is one of many teens who enjoy 
their work. The National Institute of Health 
conducted research indicating that teens 
have very high job satisfaction rates in 
comparison to other demographics. 

Additionally, those teens tended to report 
that their jobs helped them learn 

ua: 
emPloYment BY 

tHe numBerS

wHat tIme Do you go to 
beD on work nIgHts?

Has work affecteD 
your socIal lIfe?

before 11 Pm

     36%

II Pm-12 am

     31%

12 am-1 am

      19%

  after 1 am

         14%

         yes

      42%

          no

        31%

       
somewHat

      28%



2140 tremont center
ua, ohio 43221

monDay - saturDay
8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

sunDay
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

ProduceMeats
Groceries

upper Arlington, ohio
614-918-7716

4939 Dierker road 
Upper Arlington, OH 43220http://www.sambafresh.com

drink@sambafresh.com

take advantage of our Loyalty Program: 
Buy 12 juices and get 1 free!
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responsibility and how to manage time 
and money. They also tended to be more 
confident in social situations in comparison 
to unemployed students. 

      tipping Point
On the mental 

health front, students 
who held jobs were 
much less likely 
to have a negative 
self-image or to feel 
overwhelmed and 
stressed, presumably 
due to having experienced and 
learned to handle stressors while working, 
according to the NIH. 

However, they also reported that 
working comes with many risks. As 
the number of hours a student works 
increases past 20 in a week, their grades 
tend to decrease. Similar negative 
correlation occurs while looking at school 
absences and dropping out. However, 
effects of student employment are highly 
dependent on hours worked and the type 

of job in question, so direct trends are 
difficult to quantify for every situation. 

“We find evidence that work 
experience can promote the healthy 
development of some young people, 
especially when it is moderate in 
intensity and steady in duration,” said 
the Youth Development Study. 

Steady and occasional workers were 
found to be more likely to attend four-year 
universities, while students more invested 
in their jobs often attended community or 
vocational schools - those students moved 
much more rapidly towards “career-type” jobs 
that they viewed as their long-term option. 

Additionally, students with jobs in high 
school are more likely to find part-time 
employment in college. Tuition is not the only 
issue on this front because college students 
often have to pay for housing, utilities, 

transportation, and textbooks. In a world 
where a cheap college experience is over ten 
thousand dollars per year, post-high school 
employment can be a lifesaver. 

The College Board website strongly 
encourages working while in high school, 
however it cautions that balance is key. 

“If working will interfere with completing 
schoolwork, 
participating in 
extracurricular 
activities, spending time 
with family and friends 
or getting enough rest,” 
the College Board 
website said, “it may 

not be a wise decision.”
Though Geil is currently working 

for minimum wage and does feel like 
his academic and social lives have been 
affected, he still thinks working is worth it.  

“I’ve got a good balance going right 
now of school and work and free time,” 
Geil said. “It requires me to set aside 
more time to work and more time to do 
homework and prioritize time… it’s not 
that bad.  Plus I get money, and money 
is good.” 

“[Work is] nice, because it provides a structured 
environment, and it’s time I get to take my mind 
off of school and just be something else.” 

JuNioR RobeRT Geil



nORWesteR 2016: Intersections
Senior PortraitS  
due Jan. 12, 2016! 

senior portraits can be sent to norwester anytime between 
now and the first day of second semester, Jan. 12, 2016. 

Please email the high-quality digital image file (jpg, 600x600 
minimum ppi) to norwester@uaschools.org. title the image 
file with your name as you would like it to appear in the book.

 
If a senior portrait is not provided, the senior’s most 
recent school photo will be used. all senior images will be 
previewed in a late-January schoology post for seniors to 
review; they can notify the staff if changes are needed.

• • • • •
For those who were unable to take advantage 
of the early-bird offer, information on ordering 
the yearbook through Jostens will be mailed 
home in November.

nOW HIRIng  
AFTeR-sChool iNsTRuCToRs
Juniors and seniors with exceptional math skills are invited 

to apply for a limited number of instructor positions at 
mathnasium of upper arlington. must be mature, responsible 

and available to work at least two shifts per week. 

Hours are 3 p.m. - 7 p.m. mon.-thurs., 1 p.m.- 3 p.m. sun. 

Please contact Jeff roedel at upperarlington@mathnasium.com.
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you participate in at least one 
club at the high school.

you think that marijuana should 
be legalized in ohio.

every day, you try to read the 
news.

DAtA FOr tHIS YAY Or NAY cOMPILeD tHrOUGH A VOLUNtArY 
ArLINGtONIAN SUrVeY OF 10 PerceNt OF tHe StUDeNt bODY.

you prefer apple music to any 
other music app.

you have been tuning in to the 
presidential debates.

fall is your favorite season.

47%

47%

you think the united states should 
accept more syrian refugees.

YAY Or NAY cOMPILeD bY MAeVe O’brIeN

64% yAy, 36% NAy, 0% uNDeCiDeD

62% yAy, 18% NAy, 20% uNDeCiDeD

24% yAy, 69% NAy, 7% uNDeCiDeD

you think that working during the 
school year distracts students from 
their schoolwork.

42% yAy, 33% NAy, 25% uNDeCiDeD

47% yAy, 36% NAy, 17% uNDeCiDeD

33% yAy, 58% NAy, 9% uNDeCiDeD

47% yAy, 47% NAy, 6% uNDeCiDeD

47%

62%

47% yAy, 40% NAy, 13% uNDeCiDeD

64%

58%

42%

69%
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new Year, new Clubs
Recent additions to extracurricular options  
provide students with more ways to get involved

Syria: Outreach and Supplies (SOS) club 
started to create recognition about the 
Syrian civil War and the humanitarian crisis 
that resulted. Junior Sareena Dubey leads 
with teacher advisor David Griffin.

“We hope to raise awareness and then 
find a way to raise money to provide 
humanitarian help through the group 
Doctors Without borders, helping the 
people who are being affected by the 
issues,”  Griffin said. 

the club meets on Mondays and 
is looking into fundraising options by 
collecting money and selling t-shirts.

“In the future, we want to get people 
involved outside of our school, district, and 
even state,” Dubey said. “We are hoping 
to get elementary schools involved in 
helping this cause and we are also talking 
to some of our friends outside of the state 
in hopes that they too might be able to 
raise awareness.”

Diversity club, led by assistant principal 
Jennifer Mox, is for students to learn about 
culture, diversity and inciting change for 
our school.

“My hope is that this club allows 
students to talk and discuss issues that 
are relevant to them and work on ways to 
inform and educate others in regards to 
diversity and culture,” Mox said.

the club meets every other thursday in 
the Lc classroom from 7:15 to 8 a.m.

the club’s goal is to improve the 
community dynamic within the school. 

“My hope is to help our students 
become more globally competent and 
foster better relationships,” Mox said.

the club is open to all students who 
want to make a difference.

“Students should join the club so that 
they can help lead change,” Mox said, 
“they can attend a meeting and sign up 
through our Schoology page.”  

Designated by principal Andrew 
theado, Peer tutors is a leadership 
group that helps students get the 
academic help they need. Math teacher 
cynthia ballheim advises the club, which 
meets 7:15 to 8 a.m. every other Friday.

 “the club is based on the idea 
that students know students best 
and another point of view is helpful,” 
ballheim said.

the club intends to create 
something that will be carried on 
in future generations. ballheim 
encourages those who wish to teach 
other students to participate.

“Anyone who wants to tutor and 
has a particular passion or interest in a 
subject area [should join],” ballheim said.

Peer tutors’ goal is to be a resource for 
students  both at school and at home.

 “We want people who want to 
engage in face-to-face tutoring and who 
find new ways in a design team to teach 
and reach students through study tables, 
morning tables, videos can be made, and 
sharing websites that they can use for 
help,” ballheim said. “We want to unpack 
information for students whether they 
are at their house at midnight or coming 
in before or after school.”

bY KeLLY cHIAN, ‘16

Syria: outreach and Supplies

Peer tutors

diversity Club



it was a typical, sunny summer day. there I sat, sipping an iced 
chai latte and flipping through my Snapchat newsfeed when 

two words of a headline caught my eye: “Apple 
Music”. Intrigued, I scrolled down, only to come 
to the conclusion that the description of Apple’s 
latest app addition sounded almost exactly like 
Spotify, another music streaming program with 
which I am very familiar. enraged, I vowed right 
that moment to stay loyal to Spotify through 
this tough time, a promise that I can proudly say 
I have kept–although not easily, due to Apple 
Music’s convenience.

During the moments of temptation that 
followed, my only thought was: Why, Apple, why?

I’m still unsure about Apple’s reasoning, 
but I have conducted research on aspects of 
Apple Music compared to Spotify and yes, I 
have determined that Spotify is still better. 
before I begin, it should be known that both 
programs do have monthly ad-free fees of $10 per month. 

Let’s start with the plus-sides to Apple Music: 
1. It has a 3-month trial period instead of Spotify’s 30 days.
... that’s pretty much it. 
Spotify’s positives, on the other hand,  greatly outweighed 

Apple Music’s-and it’s not just because I’m biased. Nope; 
these are the cold, hard facts that emerged through cutting-

edge research, AKA me switching between 
the two apps for four hours straight. 

1. Spotify’s library contains over 30 million 
songs, whereas Apple Music’s library is only 30 
million songs. Nitpicky, I know, but it matters.

2. Spotify has “Discover Weekly” playlists, 
which have always been way closer to my 
taste than Apple Music’s “expert” playlists.  

3. Spotify offers $4.99 a month for college 
students, whereas Apple Music doesn’t offer 
any discount. Yeah, I can’t wait to start taking 
advantage of that.

4. Spotify doesn’t have taylor Swift..  so yay!
5. Spotify came first, and Apple is a 

big enough corporation as it is. Apple, let 
someone else share the limelight for a bit, OK?

6. Apple Music never, and I mean never 
loads unless it is connected to Wi-Fi. Never. Spotify always does. 

Now that this information has been presented,  I ask you 
to choose wisely. However, if you go with Apple Music, just 
know that I am questioning your common sense, and probably 
making a Spotify playlist to describe how I feel about you. 

bY eLLISe SHAFer, ’17

Apple’s latest addition  
angers columnistBack off, apple music 
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StAFF eDItOrIAL

With ten million displaced people in Syria, the situation is 
dire, but not completely hopeless. We can’t fall into the 
trap of not doing anything or not caring or knowing. 

While it’s easy to focus on the bad, there is still good 
happening. countries have devoted millions of dollars to help 

Staff encourages students to take a 
wider perspective on Syrian crisis

Beyond the headlines

alleviate the situation, and citizens all around the world are 
trying to give what they can.

In Germany, the 10,000 refugees arriving each day are 
welcomed with applause.

In Hungary, some are welcoming refugees into their homes 
illegally so that they have a roof over their heads. 

Other private groups are making a difference too. to those 
refugees living in camps, bikes beyond borders has given out 
bikes, sleeping bags and tents. the bikes are supposed to allow 
for the refugees to have faster access in and out of town for job 
applications and work.

However, much still needs to be done. the United States has 
only welcomed a few thousand refugees, although they plan 
to allow more. the neighboring gulf countries of Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait and bahrain have not accepted any refugees. 

Millions have nowhere to turn to and are forced to make the 
dangerous and illegal journey into another country, as there are 
more refugees than countries are willing to take. 

Just because we’re far away from the situation, doesn’t 
mean we can’t help out. Donate to the causes you find useful, 
whether that be Migrant Offshore Aid Station, a charity that 
rescues refugees from drowning while making the journey, 
or UNIceF, where under $15 can provide a family with an 
emergency water kit. 

the situation isn’t one sided and can’t be solved simply. the 
refugee crisis has to be seen from both sides for the argument 
to matter. by only choosing to see the bad statistics, we are 
hindering ourselves from helping. 

eDItOrIAL cArtOON bY cHArLOtte JANeS



WALK ON TO OUR TEAM.
A Student Checking Account from The Arlington Bank  
offers students the convenience of a debit MasterCard    

and no minimum balance requirement.  
And with our mobile banking apps for Apple   and Android  ,  

you get the tools to draw up all the right plays.

®

® ®
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1460 Grandview Ave. • Columbus, Ohio 43212
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