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Coming home to the

convenient place to hold the dance because the 
space is more open.” 

Almario also said location plays a key role 
in dances’ success.

“I think [the lobby] is an awful idea because 
kids don’t have a good time anymore,” he said. 
“It’s too supervised.”

Other students like senior Karl Anderson 
said the location of dances is not important.

“I wouldn’t want a dance in the parking lot,” 
Anderson said. “But the lobby or the cafeteria? 
I don’t think it really matters.” 

In fact, Anderson said having dances in the 
lobby has its advantages.

“In some ways the lobby is even better, since 
it has more air space and the body heat isn’t as 
bad,” Anderson said.

After the decorations have been torn down 
and the music no longer floats through the air, 
trash lies on the floor. Left over punch cups 
litter the floor, keeping the cookie crumbs and 
balled-up napkins company. Janitors scurry 
around cleaning up the trash on the lobby floor, 
while students leave for parties. As students file 
out the door, many, like Almario, wish dances 
were back in the West Cafeteria.

“I strongly believe that dances were a lot more 
fun in the cafeteria, and the administration is 
trying to tighten up the screws a bit too tight on 
the whole situation,” Almario said. “Just bring it 
back to the old days and everything will end up 
being for the best for everyone.”

D
|Kendrick Sledge|

Students express discontent with dance location, offer solution

to make the janitors mad,” Jack said.
Greenhill said he did speak to Jack about 

forming a dance committee, but moving dances 
back to the cafeteria is not a possibility.

“Even if students were to take down the 
tables, there still needs to be someone there in 

charge to oversee it,” 
Greenhill said. “And 
with budget cuts there’s 
no overtime for janitors 
this year. I think that’s 
a pretty fair trade off 
though: it’s better to 
cut overtime than cut 
people’s jobs.”

Junior Alex Almario 
said he thinks a lot of students would help clean 
up if it meant dances would move back to the 
West Cafeteria.

“I’m sure a lot of kids would agree to [clean 
up] just because it won’t be as hard as people 
think if a lot of people help,” Almario said.

Almario also said he feels very strongly that 
dances should not be held in the lobby because 
it is not what students want.

“Ultimately these dances are for the students 
and students’ attendance will continue to go 
down if the dances are in the lobby,” Almario 
said. “If they bring [dances] back to the cafeteria, 

more kids would want to come to 
dances again.”

Sophomore Student Council 
representative Mary Birchard said 
an increase in attendance would 
produce needed, extra funds.

“Because of the budget cuts, the 
Student Council has less money to 
spend on decorations and prepar-
ing,” she said. “I think we should be 
doing all we can to attract people 
to come.”

While Birchard said though 
the only dances she has attended 
have been in the lobby, the 
cafeteria would probably be a 
better location.

“I imagine there are students 
who don’t come because of the [lo-
cation],” Birchard said. “I think the 
gym or cafeteria would be a more 

Lobby?Lobby?Lobby?

p

”
“

I wouldn’t want a dance in 
the parking lot, but the lob-
by or the cafeteria? I don’t 
think it really matters.

—Senior Karl Anderson

The UAHS lobby plays host to several dances throughout the 
school year. Principal Kip Greenhill cited budget cuts as a 
reason for not holding the dances in the cafeteria.

photo|Bailey Capelle|

Decorations hang from the ceiling, music blares 
and students crowd together with dates and 
friends. A fun night? Not in the opinions of 
some students who want dances moved back 
to the West Cafeteria. Since dances moved 
to the Auditorium Lobby, some students say 
they have lost their 
appeal.

Senior Lindsey Jack 
said she spoke with 
principal Kip Greenhill 
on the phone about 
organizing a dance com-
mittee to return dances 
to the West Cafeteria. 
She was told that be-
cause of budget cuts, moving dances back into 
the cafeteria was not plausible.

“Apparently, we have to pay professionals to 
decorate in the cafeteria,” Jack said. “We also 
have to pay the janitors extra money to move 
all the tables.” 

Jack said she knew students would be willing 
to do these tasks if dances would be moved back 
to the cafeteria, but Greenhill did not seem 
receptive of this idea.

“I told [Greenhill] that I had talked to a 
lot of my friends, and they would be willing to 
decorate and set up, but he said he didn’t want 

Students dance at homecoming, which took 
place Sept. 20. Many students have expressed 
discontent with dancing in the lobby.

photo|Alex Dappen|
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AA slow economy is forcing the school district to tighten its belt, and 
if you’re not feeling it yet, get ready.

Over the last year, superintendent William Schaefer and the 
UA school board have been forced to make severe cuts to the 
budget. The district has already cut $1 to $1.5 million and is project-
ing $2 to $2.5 million in cuts over the next 
year, for a possible total of $4 million in cuts, 
principal Kip Greenhill said.

Every year, the school board plans a 
July 1 through June 30 monthly budget. 
School board treasurer Marvin Founds 
makes a monthly presentation on the 
status of the budget to the board, who 
must ensure the books balance.

Founds recently projected a budget 
deficit of $5.6 million by the end of June 
2005—a deficit greater than projected after 
the last levy passed in 2001.

After the projection, it became apparent cuts would be necessary. 
Schaefer went to the department heads and building administrators with 
required cuts, Greenhill said.

“[Schaefer] told us how much to cut,” Greenhill said. “With the size 
of the high school, we’re always going to have the biggest cuts.”

Within each school and department, administrators make specific 
cuts and submit them to the board for review, board vice president 
Gloria Heydlauff said.

“Ultimately, the board as a group has to 
approve cuts,” she said.

Both Greenhill and Heydlauff said a 
number of factors have created the need 
for cuts.

“We’ve lost some property-tax revenue,” 
Greenhill said. “Just look at Kingsdale. 
There’s also some other property that has 
been devalued. We’re also getting lower 
investment returns with the drop in interest 
rates, so all of those [factors] have combined 
to really hurt us.”

As printed in The InterCom, an intra-district 
newsletter, Founds said the district has expe-
rienced unanticipated increases in expenses. 
Such expenses include health, property and 
liability insurances, requirements of the 
state Workers’ Compensation program and 
unfunded state mandates.

On the district level, cuts have been 
made by eliminating professional-develop-
ment activities for teachers and administra-
tors, reducing the number of educational 

|Kyle McMahon|

UA school district survives $1.5 million in 
cuts, braces for possibly $2.5 million more

aides and requesting the overtime of classified staff be kept to a 
minimum, Heydlauff said. Professional-development activities are 
designed to help teachers maintain a high quality of their teaching, 
board member Margie Pizzuti said.

“The teaching staff is the heart and soul of a quality school 
district,” she said. “It’s important to 
invest in the teaching staff.”

Sixth grade camp was originally on the 
list of programs to cut at the middle schools. 
Many parents asked the schools to reconsider 
this decision, and the sixth grade camp was 
reinstated, Pizzuti said.

“It was a recommendation by the prin-
cipals at both middle schools that those 
programs be cut,” she said. “But there was a 
lot [negative] feedback.”

Greenhill was responsible for deciding the 
areas that receive cuts at the high school. He received input from the 
assistant principals and department heads, he said.

“I didn’t want to eliminate anything that would take away a 
chance for a student to be involved in the school,” Greenhill said. 
“I also didn’t want to do anything to hurt the academic program 
of the school.” 

Areas at the high school that have already received cuts include teach-
ing supplies, reduction of athletic transportation and the elimination of 
school-sponsored field trips.

Trimming the BUDGET

”“
With the size of the high school, 
we’re always going to have the 
biggest cuts ... You don’t make 
any friends when you make 

—Principal Kip Greenhill

#Teacher leaders are having 
their curricular duties reduced 
so they can be assigned some 
classroom teaching duties

#Eight coaching and seven 
adviser or assistant ad-
viser positions have 
been eliminated

# Funding for 
a t h l e t i c 
t r a n s p o r -
tation and 
field trips has 
been reduced

#Departmental budgets have been 
cut by five percent

#Several empty 
positions have not 

been filled.  This 
include departmental, 
teaching, receptional, 

and janitorial
positions
#$2 to $2.5 

million in 
cuts over the 

next year ...

On the chopping block at UAHS 

source|Faculty Facts Summer 2003, principal Kip Greenhill|
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Sophomore Ryan Harer said he has not noticed the budget cuts’ effect 
at the high school.

“I didn’t even know about them,” he said.
Additionally, Harer said he is not worried about consequences 

of the upcoming cuts because of Greenhill’s vow not to harm the school’s 
academics.

“I’m not worried about the financial future of the school,” 
he said.

Only one club, Science Olympiad, was eliminated completely. Six 
students participated in Science Olympiad last year.

Another strategy for the school to save money was downsizing the 
staff, Greenhill said. This involves combining positions, shifting the staff 
between schools and not filling empty spaces. When Andy Zweizig be-
came the new assistant principal of Hastings Middle School, his position 
as drug and alcohol prevention coordinator was not filled. He retained 
some of his previous duties and the remaining were delegated to other 
UAHS teachers. This move is expected to save the district between 
$65,000 and $70,000.

The employee pay-
roll makes up most of 
the district’s expenses, 
but because of union 
contracts, no district 
s ta f f  members  have 
lost their jobs or taken 
pay cuts.

The cuts already in 
place will be in effect 
for two years, Heydlauff 
said.

Another reason for 
the budget cuts was to 
help create a reason-
a b l e  l e v y  i n  2 0 0 4 . 
The board is  trying 
to avoid the need for 
an $8.5 million levy, 
Heydlauff said.

“We want [millage 
of the levy] to be some-
where between $5 and 
$8 million,” Heydlauff 
said. “We don’t want 
to go to the voters with an incredibly high number.”

Founds said money from the levy would be available in 2005.
But Pizzuti said the levy will not solve the district’s current 

budget problems.
“I don’t believe that a levy will absolutely stabilize our district,” 

she said. “It’s really a challenge, especially for our district, because 
we receive less from the state.”

Pizzuti estimates that the district receives seven percent of its 
budget from state funding.

Despite the attempt to lessen the impact of the reduced budget, 
the cuts have not been easy, Greenhill said.

“Everybody is going to defend their area,” Greenhill said. “You don’t 
make any friends when you make cuts.”

The goal is to get through the cuts while preserving 
the educational program, Heydlauff said.

“We want the cuts to have the least impact 
on the kids, to maintain the integrity of 
our program and to preserve jobs,” 
Heydlauff said. “[Budget cut-

|Brady Williams|

Accident raises 
driving awareness

p

U

p

Unless you have a car or a ride, you’re walking to lunch.  You cut 
across Brandon, dodging seniors. Then you glance left and right 
before you run across Zollinger. There are crosswalks for both roads, 
but hardly anyone traverses them.  Or at least no one used to.

These new behaviors are the result of an accident that 
occurred fifth period lunch Friday, Sept. 5. As junior 
Jim Henson drove back to UAHS along Brandon Road, 
he collided with freshman Dylan Young. Young said he had been 

playing tag with his friends when he ran 
out into the middle of the street to avoid 
being tagged.

“It happened so fast that I didn’t 
have enough time to stop,” Henson 
said. “I’m just glad he wasn’t seriously 
hurt.”

Henson said he feels students will be 
much more careful during lunch hours 
because of the accident.

“Students were never out of control 
during lunch, whether it was driving too 
fast or being careless as they cross the 
street,” Henson said. “But now I think 
students will be more careful because they 
realize what can happen.”

Young said he feels students will be 
more cautious as they cross the street 
on their way to lunch.

“Being a freshman, I don’t have a ride 
to lunch so my friends and I have to race 
to lunch everyday so we can make it back 
in time,” Young said. “After the accident, 
I’m sure students will be more careful.”

Young said he is aware of the practice of looking both ways 
before crossing the street.

“Every parent tells their kids at a young age to always 
look both ways and be sure it is safe to cross the street,” 
Young said. “But we’re teenagers now; people should still 
look both ways but you don’t really think about it any-
more.”

Senior Tyler Treece, who has experienced “freshmen free-
way” from both walking and driving, also agrees with Henson 
and Young that students will be much more careful while driving 
or walking.

“When you’re with your friends during lunch, you’re mainly 
enjoying your break from school, you aren’t really thinking about 
the safety of your fellow classmates,” Treece said. “After the ac-
cident, kids will be much more alert during lunch hours.”

Junior Jim Henson’s Land Rover shows a dent from the impact. The 
accident raised awareness about student driving.

photo|Alex Dappen|
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Writer’s 
BLOCK

Students give advice, 
caution to academic nightmare

senior 

Crim, how are you doing?
  Ah, good.
How’s football?
  Ah, good.
This hallway’s a little crowded, 
don’t you think?
  I’ll tell you what, it’s absurd, 
that’s what it is.
What should we do about it? 
  Well, I think we should have this man 

[points to senior Grant Saunders] 
stand in the middle and hold out his 
arms and do a helicopter [rotates 
his body counter-clockwise].  This 
would send a lot of kids flying 
into these lockers here [points to  
adjacent hallway]. That should 
solve the problem nicely.

You know what? That’s a really 
good idea! 

  Ah, good.
So, how many field goals are you 

gonna kick tonight?
  73.

kevin crim
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A cramped and incandescently lit space can be 
intimidating to a student frantically scribbling 
down a thesis statement for an English essay due 
in 10 hours. The problem at hand is one many 
students must endure as part of their average 
high school curriculum: Writer’s Block 101.  

With classes six weeks into their syllabi, the 
pressure is mounting. Students must work to 
keep those creative juices flowing all year long, 
and what happens if a deadly case of Writer’s 
Block hits like a comet coming from ... what 
are the planet’s names again?  Consider this a 
preemptive strike at what all UAHS students 
most fear—creativity loss.  

Senior Hannah Ma said this year’s barrage 
of college essays for seniors has increased the 
amount of writer’s block she encounters nor-
mally.  

“[I have trouble] finding an overall theme for 
what I want to say in response to the prompts,” 
she said. 

This is a common problem all students face 
when they apply to college. Between teach-
ers assigning English essays, theses forming 
in seniors’ minds, and portfolios of every size 
taking shape, time is a virtue— especially in 
blocked classes where the first quarter is already 
complete.

Senior Eric Conner, student council 
president, said, “The worst time of year [for 
writer’s block] is during the transition from 
third to fourth quarter.  [That’s when] I am 
ready to relax and I am beginning to get tired 
of homework.”

However, senior Paul Hoffman said the worst 
time of year for lack of creativity is the beginning 
of the year because students still miss summer 
and cannot get into a writing groove.  

And a groove is needed badly. In the end, 
papers must be written and topics discussed. 
Writer’s block could be a fatal blow to all 
students who are sick and tired of doing home-
work, Conner said. The key is knowing how to 

During spirit week, the pageant of superheroes was unescapable in the hallways. 
From left to right, senior Kim Cochran, senior Andrew Kuykendall, freshman 
Ashley Kimball, senior J.T. Erbaugh and junior Alisha Park. 

pagefeaturethe

photo|Allie Kattoua|

combat it.
“The only way I can do it is by really con-

centrating,” Conner said. “The only way I can 
ever think about something ‘outside the box’ is 
by blocking away everything else—putting my 
full mental capacity on that subject.”

A lot of people are the exact opposite, how-
ever; they need to think about abstract things 
in order to make some bizarre connection and 
fuel their ideas, Conner said. Others, like Ma, 
say procrastination is a key element.

“Honestly, I put it off until the last moment,” 
she said. “[If inspiration doesn’t strike then] I try 
to write the sections that come to me the easiest 
and tie it all together later.”

This type of method also applies to Hoff-
man, who feels writer’s block can be dangerous 
if working under a deadline.

He advised, “I just start writing what comes 
to my head.  Then I see if there is something 
useful in it.” 

For students who find writer’s block an ap-
plicable struggle this year, start learning to cure 
this affliction. It will only get worse as we get 
older, Conner said.  p

Qand withA
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Ah, picture day. ‘Tis the season when the 
lobby is full of students primping their 
little hearts out so they can all be well-
preserved in the yearbook. Some students 
monopolize the mirror for longer than 
necessary, flattening and combing their 
hair, making sure their teeth are clean, 
while others surreptitiously glance and 
check. Others see the mirror out of the 
corner of their eye on the way to pose, 
hesitate, succumb to vanity and hurry 
back to the looking glass to give them-
selves a once-over.

A suprising number of male students 
spend their fair share of time in front of 
the mirror. One combs his hair up, then 
down, then up again as if it actually 
effects his extremely short crew cut. 
When he finally tidies his hair and gets 
his picture taken, the class he came with 
had alreaady left. Another spends a full 
minute smoothing down hat-hair. Oth-
ers crowd around the mirror with their 

|Becky Shapiro|

p

Picture Day Presents:

ImmortalizedVanity

Kenny
4452 Kenny Road 451-0234

Upper Arlington
2130 Arlington Avenue 
Columbus, OH 43221

614.481.4480
614.487.2314 fax

Dignity. Discretion. Experience.

www.kjlaws.com

friends, bobbing up and down, all trying 
to see themselves and helping each other 
press down runaway collars.

Some girls “take five” in the bathroom 
before re-entering the lobby and checking 
the mirror yet again. “Are you sure my hair 
looks OK?” is a common last frantic ques-
tion before the seemingly fateful flash. 

Once the grooming ritual is finished, 
everyone sits in the same position with the 
same fake smile directed at the same spot 
on the camera. Afterwards, some hurry 
away muttering, “I hate doing that,” while 
others jump up yelling, “YEAH!” while 
high-fiving their friend next in line. 

 Picture day brings out our vanity, 
which some embrace with enthusiasm 
and mirror-hogging while others try to 
hide it by clandestinely glancing in the 
mirror.  Inevitably, the pictures we see 
are never as expected, but what would 
a picture day be without those last-min-
utes lookovers?
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Canvassing neighborhoods, dialing phone numbers of friends and family, 
searching for willing buyers, feeling the sting of rejection or the brief 
elation of success: student athletes undergo a variety of emotions when 
raising needed funds for their team. 

Junior Liz Bright lived through this experience. She called any 
and all family members and her mom brought the tickets to work, 
hopeful of selling them to  kindhearted coworkers. Desperate, her 
parents bought the remaining three tickets and finally, after selling 
$50 worth of tickets, she was done. Bright had achieved success—now 
it was time to play on the squad.

Or was it? After selling her tickets, Bright was then denied her position 
on the volleyball team. She had participated in volleyball for two years 
at Hastings Middle School and also played on the UAHS freshmen team 
in the 2001-02 season. Previously, fundraising was conducted after team 
decisions were made, but the volleyball team required players to sell car 
wash tickets prior to tryouts for the 2002-03 season. After spending time 
to fulfill all fundraising requirements, she was still cut from JV.

Bright’s experience is not an isolated issue. Many sports hold pre-
season fundraisers, though some of the athletes who participate are 
later cut from the team. This practice became an issue in UA last 
spring, and the problem of students raising money for a team 
they may never play on has yet to be resolved.

Bright said fundraising poses problems for parents who 
feel obligated to buy the items their child was unable to 
sell, despite the insecurity of a spot on the team.

“Parents end up paying over $50 and [their child] may 
not necessarily make the team,” she said.

 Athletic fundraising has played a vital role in provid-
ing adequate equipment and covering the costs of travel, 
former athletic director Bruce Blackston said.  

Bright said she believes fundraising can be a positive 
asset for a team, but forcing athletes to complete 
the requirements before tryouts is unfair.

“If you don’t sell all of the product, you might not 
have as good of a chance to make the team,” Bright said. “It could communicate 
to the coach you’re not dedicated even before [he/she] sees an athlete’s skills.” 

cha ching

Last spring, concerned parents debated the practice of pre-tryout 
fundraising through letters to the editor in the UA News.

UA parent Cathy Pultz discovered the pre-tryout fundraising practice 
August 2002 when the volleyball team sold car wash tickets. Pultz said 
she questioned the ethics of such a procedure and later wrote letters to 
principal Kip Greenhill, superintendent William Schaefer and school 
board president William Catalano.

Greenhill responded with two explanations for the early fundraising: 

community takes interest

focus
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Community raises 
awareness of ethics 
regarding perceived-
mandatory, pre-tryout 
fundraising

sportssale

graphic|Dana Harper|

the lacrosse and baseball teams take trips shortly after tryouts and both 
team’s hectic practice schedules prevent them from fundraising during 
their seasons. However, Pultz said she felt those reasons did not justify 
requiring athletes to fundraise for a team they are not part of. Schaefer 
also wrote Pultz a letter saying the athletic council, a group of people 
composed of representatives from both middle schools, the high school 
and several  members of the administrative team from central office, 
would look into the situation. 

Pultz, unsatisfied with these responses, addressed the school board 
April 14, 2003. Though she said she did not anticipate immediate change, 
she hoped the board and administrators would consider an alternative 
fundraising method.

“I wasn’t so naïve to think they would change it because one person com-
plained,” she said, “but I really did expect for them to look at it seriously.”

After several more months of investigating the situation, she wrote her 
first letter to the UA News in Spring of 2003 to inform other community 
members. Pultz called the fundraising practice a “clever scheme,” claim-

ing teams rake in more money by requiring all players to 
fundraise. She wrote, “It is difficult for the students to 
complain because they may jeopardize their chances 

of being on the team ... If they want to succeed and 
make the team, they must play the fundraising 
game.” 

Since her first letter appeared, many parents 
and athletes wrote in response defending the 

practice. UA parent of a recently-graduated-
senior Rick Lenhard stated in his letter to 

the UA News that “profits from our [baseball] 
sub sale will cover 87 percent of the total 

expenses to field three baseball teams ... 
The amount of money the school can 
contribute to the baseball program is 

only $3500.”
Without the extensive fundraising, 

Lenhard said the result would be a $450 to $550 per player participa-
tion fee.

Pultz said she is not against fundraising or supporting school sports, but 
she is against exploiting students who will never participate in the sport for 
which they raised money. 

As a mother whose children are not yet in the school system, Pultz 
said she has more power to create change than a parent of a child cur-
rently at the high school.

“Parents can’t complain [about fundraising] if their kid gets cut from 
the team because people will just call it sour grapes,” she said.

”
“

Every organization shall ensure that every 
student invited to participate in fund raising 
activities is made aware that participation on 
athletic teams or extra-curricular activities 
is completely independent of fund raising 
activities,” and “under no circumstances 
inform a student that participation in fund 
raising is mandatory ...   

—Upper Arlington School District Guidelines
for Fundraising  by Non-Student Organizations

“I had to do fundraising for golf and 
lacrosse. For golf we had to sell raffle 
tickets and for lacrosse we had to sell 
mulch. For lacrosse we had to sell 200 
bags and it was around $4.50 for a bag. 
I didn’t like the fact that [fundraising] 
was mandatory, and I thought that 
having to [fundraise] before you were on 
the team was an unfair requirement.”

Junior Jason Hardesty

“I am a cheerleader for basketball, 
and I’m also on competition. Right 
now [the cheerleaders] are selling 
Anthony Thomas candybars. This year 
[each cheerleader] is selling 120. Each 
candybar is a dollar, and we make 50 
percent of the profit. We get all the 
bags, then we sell the candybars, and 
the [candybars] that we don’t sell we 
give back, and they give us back our 
money. The fundraising is mandatory, but it’s fun also.”

Sophomore Christina Epitropoulos

Story continued on next page.

lot of donations, we do car washes, 
and we also sell water at the Labor 
Day Arts’ Festival. [Fundraising] is 
definitely kind of a mandatory thing. 
[As a team] we do a lot of traveling 
to Pennslyvania and Michigan and 
all around Ohio. We need a lot 
of funds to do that and we don’t 
get any from the school, so we 
have to raise it all ourselves.”     

“I play water polo and we try to get a 

Senior Brian Blackburn

“I play water polo and I swim. For water 
polo we have a lot of fundraisers. We 
do car washes and we sell water at the 
Labor Day Arts’ Festival. We pretty much 
do what we can because we don’t get any 
money from the school because we’re 
considered a club sport. [Fundraising 
is mandatory] because we have to buy 
everything. We have to buy our caps, 
we have to buy our goals, and we have 

to have money to do it. I think on Labor Day we get around 
$1000 and for each car wash we probably get $1400.”
             Senior Jillian Huffman
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BBake sales, students selling candy 
bars and lollipops, car washes, 
solicitation for donations—a walk 
through the high school shows 
signs of numerous fundraising 
attempts. With over 130 sports, 
clubs, extra-curriculars and co-
curriculars, fundraising plays a 
larger role in students’ lives than 
they may think.

According to Student Activi-
ties secretary Debbie Crockett, 
student groups held over 50 bake 
sales last year. Each raised $90 to 
$300 of profi t for student groups. 

Crockett said bake sales are 
the most common type of fund-
raising because they are easily 
organized. However, bake sales 
are not always the most profi t-
able; often fundraisers that take more 
time to put together triple the profi ts 
of a bake sale, Crockett said.

The talent show, the school’s largest 
fundraiser, raised nearly $20,000 overall 
in 2003. 

Crockett said she thinks students 
are most enthusiastic about supporting 
fundraisers that involved donations.

One example of this type of fund-

raiser occurred after the Sept. 11 attacks, 
Crockett said. The cheerleaders collected 
teddy bears to send to children who lost 
parents in the tragedy.

“There was a lot of turnout for that,” 
she said. “They got tons of teddy bears.”

Senior Caty Ferrito said she thinks 
fundraisers in which people get something 
back for their money, such as baked sales 
or T-shirt sales, are most effective.

“You don’t want to pay money and get 

Fundraisers needed for groups’ success
|Becky Shapiro|

nothing back; you want to get 
something for yourself,” she said. 
“T-shirts are cheap, and people 
can wear them around the school, 
show their school spirit.”

Without fundraising, often the 
only other option would be for 
parents to pay for everything, 
which some are not willing or 
able to do, Crockett said.

“If they didn’t raise money, it 
would all have to come from par-
ents, and activities can be quite 
expensive if they don’t have sup-
port from fund raisers,” she said. 
“For example, the science club 
takes a trip to the Bahamas, and 
they [did] fundraising to offset 
the cost, so not all of the money 
came from the parents.”

Crockett stressed the importance 
of raising even the smallest amount 
of money.

“A little bit of money, such as from 
a bake sale, can make a huge differ-
ence,” she said. “Because it isn’t in 
the school’s budget to give money to 
them, the groups wouldn’t be able to 
do a lot of the activities that they want 
do without fundraising.” 

Talent show:  
Tickets concessions  $11,011.85
Penny Wars   $3218.75
Silent auction   $2360.00
Family Career & Community 
Leaders of America:  
Great American Opportunities $2900.00
Student Council: 
Stationary Bike Ride for Pride $1602.40
National Honors Society: 
Princeton review/Practice SAT $1586.00
Drug Free Students: 
Candy Bags   $1125.00

Success of fundraisers evaluated

p

need all the ads in time for the program to be distributed at games.
“If we sold ads after tryouts, the program wouldn’t be done until the last 

game,” he said. “It takes awhile for the program to be made and printed, 
so the earlier the better.”

Despite beliefs that fundraising helps determine who makes the team, 
Bixel said he does not even know how  much individual players fundraise; 
it is all dealt with by the parents.

“I’m offended that anyone would think that [a coach] would base 
tryouts off of fundraising,” he said. “I don’t even know who sells what or  
how much. Tryouts are based 100 percent off of talent.” 

Baseball coach Denny Martin also said though he contributes to the 
sub-making process, he does not know how much each player fundraises.

“If a player would get cut, we don’t want him to get cut because he 
didn’t sell much,” Martin said.

Blackston said he strongly disagrees with the allegation that conduct-
ing fundraising prior to tryouts is a deliberate plan to attain money.

“We’re not trying to get more people to sell anything, and we’re not 
exploiting anyone,” he said.

Nevertheless, it’s too late for Bright in her situation. The car wash tickets 
were worthless slips of paper in the hands of her family and friends. Bought 
with her best interests in mind, the tickets lost their value when Bright was 
cut from the volleyball team. Yet they were locked in, having already paid 
the money, before the roster was fi nalized. Contributing to a program Bright 
was no longer a part of was not ideal or even anticipated, but the remaining 
option was abstaining from the car wash with prepaid tickets.  

Senior Raj Nair, who tried out for lacrosse in the 2003 season, said though 
fundraising may not be required, the players feel the number of sales requested is 
mandatory. Each lacrosse player sells a minimum of 200 bags of mulch.

“No one thinks about not doing [the fundraising],” Nair said. “If the 
200 bags aren’t sold, you have to go door-to-door.”

The Upper Arlington School District Guidelines for Fundraising by Non-
Student Organizations, created by the board of education, states that: “Every 
organization shall ensure that every student invited to participate in fund raising 
activities is made aware that participation on athletic teams or extra-curricular 
activities is completely independent of fundraising activities,” and “under no 
circumstances inform a student that participation in fundraising is mandatory 
in order to try out for an athletic team or extra-curricular activity.”

The board drafted the guidelines for fundraising Aug. 18, 2003, though 
the regulations have always been in effect, according to Potts.

Nair was cut from the team after selling his 200 bags of mulch and 
raising at least $800 for the team. In exchange for his efforts, he and other 
cut players received $50 gift certifi cates to Media Play.

Boy’s head soccer coach Curt Bixel said his players know fundraising is voluntary.
“The parents are completely in charge of everything,” Bixel said. “All I know is 

that [the soccer players] sell ads for the season’s program, but it’s not required.”
Bixel said the reason the team fundraises before tryouts is because they 

‘mandatory’ fundraising questioned

p

Story continued from previous page.
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|Chloe Tiberi|
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Student athletes, community contributers appreciate new artificial turf field 

An artificial turf field was installed at UAHS over the summer. Athletes who have 
played on the field are happy with the result, athletic director Chris Potts said. 

photo|Dana Harper|

 
new ground

after

R A I GB  N E K
The quarterback sprints down the field, weaving in and out of the 
defensive line as he heads toward the end zone. Nothing can stop 
him—a touchdown is definite. Suddenly, a slipperly patch of grass 
sends him straight into a 
muddy rut in the field. He 
is soon tackled by several 
members of the opposing 
team.

UAHS is well known 
for providing many op-
portunities to its stu-
dents. Among its many 
strengths are an excellent 
academic curriculum and 
an outstanding athletic 
program. The school of-
ficials and community 
want nothing but the 
best for student athletes, 
which means providing 
quality uniforms, stable 
equipment and a safe, 
durable playing site.

melted all over the sidewalks and it was difficult for the custodial 
staff to clean up.”

Potts has turned on the stadium lights every night since the vandal-
ism occurred to deter people from entering the stadium. Other forms of 
security are also being looked into, he said.

In general, there are very few negative comments made about the field. 
The community seems content with the result and the athletes enjoy 
playing on it, Potts said.

“The only negative thing I have heard is that all of the teams 
want to play on [the field],” he said. “There is just not enough time 
in the day.”

The school’s goal of providing the best for athletes has 
progressed with the recent installation of an artificial turf field. 
The new field has many benefits over the previous field, accord-
ing to athletes.

“[The turf is] a lot softer and easier to play on than the grass,” 
sophomore Sean Fitzsimons said. “Now we can practice in the 
rain and we not have to worry about the ground getting torn up 
because of our cleats.”

Problems with the old field included mud and unevenness. With 
the new turf, these problems will be eliminated and the conditions 
will always be sufficient for every sporting event, athletc director 
Chris Potts said.

“There are no issues with ruts or mud on the new field,” Potts said. 
“That was a huge problem with the grass field.”

The turf is resistant to water damage and has an excellent 
drainage system preventing standing water or melting snow from dam-
aging the field or limiting its use. The durability of the turf also allows 
for more teams to play on the field, more frequently.

“Everyone is anxious to use the new field,” Potts said. “Since it’s so durable, 
we won’t have to limit the amount of games played.”

Although the community has fundraised nearly $2 million with the 
help of local businesses and donations from alumni for the new field, some 
do not respect or appreciate the new field. Following the installation of 
the field, vandalism occurred in the stadium.

“Trash cans were set on fire and some of the maintenance equip-
ment was damaged,” Potts said. “The plastic from trash cans was 

photo courtesy|uastadium.com|
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TOP LEFT: Junior Hannah Oliver serves to her 
teammate during practice. The girls varsity A 
tennis team has a record of 13-0. The varsity B 
team has a record of 14-0.

TOP MIDDLE: Senior Jimmy Haring outruns his 
Perrysberg opponent at the Sept. 6 game at home.
The boys soccer Bears lost 0-2. Their record is now 
9-1-1.

TOP RIGHT: Junior Megan Couling and Natalie 
Laney pump up the crowd with a cheer at the 
homecoming football game Sept. 19.

BOTTOM RIGHT: During the Dublin Coffman game, 
junior Caroline Sansbury struggles to get the ball 
before it goes out of bounds. The Bears won 2-0.

BOTTOM MIDDLE: Senior Mike Maciejowski goes 
for a pass down field at the homecoming game 
against Hilliard Davidson. They lost 18-8.

FAR BOTTOM LEFT: Senior Elizabeth Ackermann 
prepares to pass the ball during the Dublin Scioto 
game. The volleyball Bears lost 0-2.

FAR TOP LEFT: Junior Jessie Mealer, freshman 
Elizabeth Marsh and senior Kelly Tzemos stick 
together for support as they run during their cross 
country meet against Ashland.
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Fall sports kick into action with 
new players, new attitudes, new 

action
athletes 

in 
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ANS performs at Eastland Mall Sunday, Sept. 21. Loyal fans and mall-goers 
alike came to support this battle of the bands contest. The band’s logo 
is shown at the right.

photo|Allie Kattoua| graphic courtesy|Tom O’Brien|

|Joannie Colner|

UAHS band has big dreams, much talent

Taking a closer look at ...

p

FFour summers ago, current juniors Tyler Eisenhart and Tommy O’Brien 
were hanging out in Eisenhart’s basement and listening to the radio when 
a Rob Zombie song came on the radio.

“Tyler had already learned the chords, and I just jumped on his brother’s 
drum set and tried it out,” O’Brien said. “I’ve been playing drums ever 
since. That’s still my favorite drum beat; it’s so simple but I love it.”

“I want to perform at any 
opportunity to get expo-
sure; to get our name out 
there. I also want to write 
a lot and record as soon 
as we can.”

Tommy O’Brien
Junior- Drums

Tyler Eisenhart
Junior- Guitar

“We’ll just practice con-
tinuously as we always 
have, and dream con-
tinuously as we always 
have. Basically, just keep 
doing what we’re doing.”

“We’re just looking for 
any gigs we can get. I 
really want to make a 
record.”

TALKBACK: What are your plans for the future of A New Shade?

Carrie Davidson
Junior- Vocalist

 A New Shade

After picking up that song, Eisenhart and O’Brien never stopped.
“After we got that one song together we thought, ‘Hey we really have 

something going here’,” O’Brien said. “Ty and I made a vow that no matter 
what band we’re in, we’ll always stick together.”

Once the duo entered high school, A New Shade was joined by Embry 
Riddle University college freshman AJ Abulshafi, who plays bass. Com-
pleting the lineup was junior Carrie Davidson, vocalist.

Between the four members of ANS, the musical influences  are very 
diverse.  From Davidson’s interest in musical theater and devotion to bands 
such as The Doors, to Eisenhart’s admiration for guitarist Zakk Wilde and 
O’Brien’s taste for anything  played on The Blitz—it’s clear they all bring 
something different to the band, Eisenhart said. 

“We all have our different influences: Carrie has theater and Tommy 
and I have heavy metal,” Eisenhart said. “When we come together we 
create something very unique and special.”

 Davidson agrees and says she is able to express herself through her 
involvement in ANS in a way that brings out her personality. Despite 
her love of choral and theatrical music and involvement in the two top 
choirs at UAHS, she attests the style of music she creates with ANS 
suits her more.

“This kind of music is more fun for me than choral music, or other kinds,” 
Davidson said. “I get to jump around and be crazy and do what I do.”

After hearing an advertisement on radio station 99.7 The Blitz an-
nouncing a local battle of the bands contest, the band resolved to enter in 
the contest sponsored by Got Milk’s “Shake Things Up” tour. On a whim 
and without much thought of winning, they filmed themselves playing 
an original song, Davidson said. In fact, these budding musicians almost 

forgot about the contest altogether, O’Brien said.
“We totally forgot until the station called us,” 

O’Brien said. “It was totally unreal.”
Out of countless Columbus-area high school 

bands, ANS was one of two semifinalists. They 
competed with Hilliard Darby’s Eclipsed, and the 
winner was determined by audience voting.

On a small stage perched between JC Penney 
and Zalar Jewelers on Sept. 21, ANS was truly in 

their element. Davidson had complete control of the 
stage and crowd, pausing every once in awhile to smile or grab the hand 
of a friend in the audience. To her left, Eisenhart maintained his cool, despite 
losing his guitar capo and dropping his pick for a moment. While Tommy 
confidently played drums, Abulshafi laid down fitting bass lines. 

Seeing the quartet on stage, one would have never guessed they had only 
been playing together as a complete band for a year, or that Abulshafi had just 
flown into town two days before just to perform with the group. 

Unfortunately, victory was based on audience voting, and ANS just didn’t 
have as many fans show up as Eclipsed. Despite losing the battle, the band 
agreed the experience and exposure was invaluable, Eisenhart said.

“We pulled it off,” Eisenhart said. “We didn’t win, but I 
feel great.”

arts
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Speak

graphic courtesy|Amazon.com|

Donald said. 
And so the long, tedious process of movie 

making began. Shooting for the movie took 
place everyday from 7a.m. until 7p.m., although 
the actors were requied to arrive at the sets by 
5:30 a.m. When they got to the high school, 
extras were held in a room for a couple of hours, 
while the crew set everything up. MacDonald 
used this time to his advantage.

“I brought a summer reading book, and 
finished it,” he said. “The next day I brought 
cards and shuffled them for a couple hours, and 
I also fell asleep. I think I missed a scene I was 
supposed to be in.”

While MacDonald slept, Ellson became 
acquainted with some celebrities. Steve Zahn 
(“Saving Silverman”), Kristen Stewart (“Panic 
Room”), Michael Angarano (“Will & Grace”) 
and Eric Lively (“So Weird”) all starred in the 
Speak production. 

“[Zahn] was fun to work with,” Ellson said. 
“He bought everyone Starbucks.” 

Zahn may have been a pleasant actor, but 
MacDonald said Stewart did not seem 
quite as friendly. 

“[Stewart] was really serious, and 
it seemed like she didn’t want to be 
there,” MacDonald said. “I don’t 
know if it was because of the part she 
was playing or what, but she was super 
serious.”

Working with both quiet and gregarious ac-
tors was only part of the learning experience, 
Ellson said. He discovered that acting on stage 
and on camera are much different from one 
another in many aspects.

“The thing that threw me off the most was 
how disjointed films are shot,” he said. “In a 
given day you will shoot scenes 78, 42, 135 and 
then 16 if there is time.”

The way an actor connects with his charac-
ter is interrupted by this breaking up of scene 
sequences, Ellson said.

“On stage you can progress with your 
character’s emotion as the story progresses, but 
with film you have to be able to jump right in 
anywhere,” he said. 

In the movie, both Ellson and Zahn have 
their own 15 minutes of fame. Ellson said he 
owes his moment all to Zahn. 

“It was during an art class scene, and [Zahn] 
was walking around to different tables,” Ellson 

said. “Then he said, on camera to a student, 
‘Good work, Dan.’”

Though MacDonald may not have been 
singled out like Ellson, he is almost positive he 
has a cameo in the film.  

“It was for the pep rally scene, and I was sit-
ting down in the gymnasium,” he said. “I looked 
up and in front of me was [Stewart]. Since I was 
sitting so close to her I think I’ll be in that scene 
of the movie.”

More people than actors are anticipating the 
new movie. English teacher Greg Varner said 
he thought the book was an excellent piece of 
literature and captured the reality of dramatic 
teenage years.

“I thought Speak was the best demonstration 
of adolescent voice I have ever encountered,” 
he said. “This was an easily accessible text for 
ninth graders.”

Varner said he plans to see the movie once it 
is released, but he strongly hopes the film does 
the book justice. Whenever someone reads, they 
visualize the book in their own way, he said. 

“Films from books people like are [films] that 
closely match the picture we had in our minds 
to begin with,” Varner said.

The movie is scheduled to premiere on 
Showtime in 2004. It will begin as an inde-
pendent film and will be going straight to the 
Sundance Film Festival. If a major motion 
picture company takes on the film, it will then 
be released in theaters. All the dedication and 
hard work will hopefully pay off for the actors 
and production team. 

“The most amazing thing about making the 
movie was the teamwork,” MacDonald said. 
“Everyone worked so hard together to create 
something so great.”

UA students play extras 
in book-turned-film

p

|Allie D’Aurora|

I
In the middle of a hot, muggy, August day, 
200 actors layered in winter clothing crammed 
into the high school gymnasium, where the air 
conditioning was turned off. For three hours the 
heat overwhelmed the room while the blaring 
lights only added to the warmth. The actor in 
the falcon mascot suit, junior Daniel Ellson, gets 
someone to fan and provide him with water; the 
hundreds of extras sit in the humidity desiring 
cold air and some refreshments. Patiently wait-
ing for the director to say, “Action!” the actors sit 
ready and poised in their positions anticipating 
a long, hot shoot. 

 This was a typical day actors, including sev-
eral UAHS students, experienced while on the 
set of the movie “Speak,” based on the novel by 
Laurie Halse Anderson. In the book, the main 
character is raped during an end-of-the-summer 
party and detaches herself from the world around 
her. She quickly becomes an outcast at school 
and her family life begins to deteriorate. 

Eastmoore Academy, located near Bexley, 
was the site for all of the high school sets. Speak 

Film Incorporated, the production company, 
chose Columbus to film the movie because of 
its size and costs. The book is set in Syracuse, 
NY, but making a movie in New York is costly, 
Ellson said. Since the movie is an independent 
film, budget became an issue. The cost of filming 
in Columbus was not as expensive as the cost 
in New York, and the size of the city is close to 
the size of Syracuse. 

Acting in theater has been part of Ellson’s 
life since age five, so when his agent called to 
tell him a movie was shooting here in Columbus, 
he said he was excited to get a role in it. Ellson’s 
part, a featured extra, let him act as the mascot 
and sit next to the main character. 

Junior Colin MacDonald, who has never 
acted before, heard about the need for extras 
over the news. 

“My dad was watching the news and it said 
an independent film was filming in Columbus, 
and to meet at the church by CCAD,” Mac-

Cam⇢era!Lights! 

”“
Films from books people like are 
[films] that closely match the picture 
we had in our minds to begin with.

—English teacher Greg Varner
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Senior mourns death of 
serious problem. I realize during the first weeks of school it may 
seem like parking is a free-for-all, but unless you’re a senior, you can 
not park in the senior lot under any circumstance. Just wait your 
turn—someday your voice will change, you’ll lose your baby fat and 
yes, you will have the privilege of parking in the senior lot.

Senior study hall, exemption from final exams, unlimited 
excused absences for “college visits”, these are all rewards given 
to seniors at UAHS. Perhaps the most coveted prize for those with 
the courage and tenacity to withstand public schooling until twelth 
grade, though, is the domain of the hallway benches. Made from 
the most expensive mahogany and sanded to perfection, these 
benches were once a refuge for the haggard senior. These days I 
can’t even get near a bench, let alone claim one as my own. Since 
I’m already ranting, let me just say that when a senior’s locker 
is deeper within the cavern of freshmen hall than her freshman 
sibling’s, something’s seriously wrong. Yet another time-honored 
tradition dies with the demise of seniority.

To my more youthful friends, I offer some parting advice: 
don’t park in the senior lot, even during semester exams; don’t 
forget to buy an elevator pass, they really come in handy; and 
when you hear the cry “Wet Willie!”, cover your ears and run.  
Make this your mantra and you can’t go wrong, I promise. 

respect? Shouldn’t underclassmen be offering me warm towels and 
cold drinks between classes? Unlike years of the past, underclassmen 
do not have the same level of respect for their elders; in fact, 
they seem to think they are as valuable as seniors.  I hate to be 
the bearer of bad news, but ... they’re wrong.

My first complaint with the members of the underclass is an issue 
that inspires more controversy than even the abortion debate—that 
little slab of blacktop called the senior lot. Not to be petty, but 
when I have to arrive at school prior to 8 a.m. to park, there’s a 

It’s a new school year, but 
for the most part, everything 
feels the same. I’m still shorter 
than 75 percent of the student 
body, and I’m still being 
shoved around by overstuffed 
backpacks, gasping for air 
among the unbearable throngs 
of bodies in the hallways.  

But this year one thing 
is different—I am a senior.  
Supposed queen of the school. 
So why am I not getting any 

p

|Staff Editorial|

|Joannie Colner|

In the spring of 2003, UA parent Cathy Pultz 
voiced concern regarding sports teams that 
fundraise prior to making team cuts. This problem 
is exacerbated by coaches’ failure to inform athletes 
that participation in pre-tryout fundraising, 
as stated in district policy, is not mandatory; 
however, many students believe their fundraising 
efforts will play a role in their athletic success. 

The problem with holding pre-tryout 
fundraising is that athletes dedicate time and 
effort to raising money for their team, time that is 
essentially wasted if they are later cut. According 
to team coaches, over 35 student athletes were cut 
from athletic teams in the 2002-03 school year. 
Some of the students cut raised just as much, if not 
more money for their intended team. It is unfair 
that these athletes must participate in funding a 
team on which they do not have a secure position. 

 District policy states, “Under no 
circumstances [can coaches] inform a student 
that participation in fundraising is mandatory 
in order to try out for an athletic team or 
extra-curricular activity.” It is common 
knowledge among students at the school that 
some teams and coaches directly violate this 
policy, requiring athletes to fundraise a specific 
amount of money; if the quota is not reached, 
the player must compensate in some way, 
financially or otherwise. Coaches and booster 

groups in charge of organizing team fundraisers 
for these sports do not inform athletes 
that fundraising is not mandatory. Players 
feel forced to fundraise in fear of making a 
negative impression on the coaches prior to 
tryouts. These tryouts should not be based on 
how much money one has raised for the team 
or organization, but should instead be based 
on talent and skill.

Due to the small 
amount of money the 
school contributes to 
athletics, it is reasonable 
for athletes to raise money 
themselves. What is not 
reasonable, however, is 
forcing student athletes 
to raise money for a team 
they are not yet on. 

A fairer method of 
fundraising needs to be 
established in the UA 
school system. Holding 
fundraising post-tryouts 
would be the first step 
in insuring that students 
participating on a team 
will be supporting a team 
on which they will actually 

participate, and therefore they will have a 
stronger motivation to fundraise. Having 
students fundraise after tryouts also eliminates 
any bias a coach might subconciously possess 
due to an athlete’s fundraising efforts. 
Moreover, specific dissemination of the district 
policy regarding fundraising during the season 
will insure that athletes are aware of their rights 
regarding the practice. p

Pre-tryout fundraising is unreasonable, 

voice
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Arlingtonian is a student-produced 
newsmagazine published approximately every 
four weeks by Journalism III-A students at Upper 
Arlington High School. 

The publication has been established as a public forum 
for student expression and for the discussion of issues of 
concern to its audience. It will not be reviewed or restrained 
by school officials prior to publication or distribution. 

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student expression, the 
editorial board, which consists of the staff’s top editors, will 
determine the content of the newsmagazine and all unsigned 
editorials; therefore, material may not necessarily reflect the 
opinions or policies of Upper Arlington school officials. 
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Co-Editors in chief

As this year’s editors of Arlingtonian, we hope to make 
this year surpass the last while maintaining the publi-
cation’s integrity, accuracy and objectivity. We plan to 
investigate topics that interest and concern students, 
and we want to create more correspondence through 
letters or comments. Student feedback is a major com-
ponent of a successful publication, allowing our staff 
to truly cover the topics you are concerned with. We 
also wish to entertain and provoke thought, so we hope 
you get a chuckle out of some of our feature stories, or 
discuss hot issues from columns or editorials. 

In this issue, an article describes the novel Speak 
becoming a movie. This is just one more book in a long 
list of well-known works being made into movies, such as 
Lord of the Rings, Harry Potter, Tuck Everlasting and Holes.  
Sure, movies normally take less time to get through and 
may be easier to understand, but bringing books to life 
can completely kill the author’s original intention. No 
matter how good the movie is, it never seems as good 
as the book. Why? Because imagination is always more 
active than reality.  Just ask Alice from Wonderland: too 
many people chase rabbits down holes. 

With written art, the author can insert more descrip-
tion, allowing the audience to gain a true feel of what 
characters are thinking, what the setting looks like and 
how everyone interacts. When art appears in film, it is 
inherently less informative.

Additionally, through the power of imagination, 

|Tasha Manoranjan & Jess Williams|

the way we’ve imagined something will always contain 
infinitely more detail than Hollywood’s interpretation. 
Key word: interpretation. But because it has the heady 
title of Hollywood behind it, the audience is more 
likely to take what it sees as gospel. Also, people can 
be lazy—including ourselves. It’s painfully easy for a 
naive ninth grader to see a scene in a movie and never 
see it another way, even if doing so completely ignores 
the author’s original hopes.

Slightly hypocritically though, we have read all the 
Harry Potter books and have seen all the movies. We 
continue to enjoy each flick, but always leave the theater 
reminiscing about missing scenes from the book. So why 
do we keep shelling out six bucks to see them when we 
can read the book again? Out of the masochistic need 
to see Hollywood’s unappealing recreation of the book? 
No, we like creating our own images from the writer’s 
language, and then comparing it to what Hollywood cre-
ates. However, not everyone can do this justice. Seeing 
the books-turned-movies does not ruin the book for us, 
but it has made the following books harder to revert to 
our own characters, with Rowling’s characteristics instead 
of Hollywood’s.

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, guest columns 
and news releases from faculty, administrators, community 
residents, students and the general public. 

The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the right to 
withhold a letter or column and return it for more information 
if it determines the piece contains items of unprotected speech 
as defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters and columns meeting the 
above criteria will be posted in full on the Arlingtonian web site. 
They can be viewed at www.arlingtonian.com for a minimum 
of four weeks.

Arlingtonian and its staff will strive to publish only legally 
protected speech following the legal definitions for libel, 

obscenity and invasion of privacy. The staff will also refrain 
from printing stories that create a material disruption of 
school activities. 

Because the Arlingtonian staff will determine content 
of the publication, it will therefore also take complete legal 
and financial responsibility for what is printed. 

Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a story solely on 
the basis of possible dissent or controversy. 

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing and 
production costs through advertising sales, subscription sales 
and other fundraisers. 

The editor or co-editors shall interpret and enforce 
this editorial policy.  

arlingtonian

editors
Books-turned-movies dissolve 
youth’s imagination; 
strength of mind required to 
preserve original thought
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