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She pushes past the heavy curtains, enters
the booth slowly, and reads the list of candidates
vying for the Democratic nomination. After careful
consideration of the consequences, she warily low-
ers the lever to indicate her choice. As she leaves
the cubicle that will decide the 2004 presidential
election, she shrugs off her disappointment: she did
not to vote for the candidate she truly wanted to
win. She, like many others, instead voted for the
candidate she considered most likely to beat Repub-
lican President George W. Bush, not the one who
best reflected her beliefs.

This is a trend many political analysts are fore-
seeing in the pri-
mary elections,
according to The
New York Times.
Instead of cast-
ing ballots to
voice their opin-
ions, analysts
say voters are di-
recting their vote at the candidate MLTBB: Most
Likely To Beat Bush. This is positive news for senior
Amy Sheeran, who said she is anticipating a Demo-
cratic victory in the November election.

“I’d like to be idealistic and say, ‘Hell yes, vote
Kucinich,’ but we’re trying to get a victory,” Sheeran
said. “If you vote for a candidate that has no chance,
you’re pretty much saying, ‘I want Bush back.’”

Voters are increasingly focused on a Democratic
win in the November election, according to Ryan
Jolley, President of The Ohio State University Col-
lege Democrats, who is encouraged by this trend.

“In the past, it was better for Democrats to vote
for who best represented them, but in light of the
extremism of this administration, it’s important
to focus on getting a Democrat elected,” Jolley said.
“It’s important for Democrats to come together as
people concerned about health care, economic re-
covery, foreign crises, and back a candidate who
can beat Bush and work on those issues, regard-
less of what specific policy views we have.”

W h i l e
s e n i o r
Lauren Marx
also said she
is enthusias-
tic about
Democrats
attempting
to ensure a

presidential victory, she said in the primaries it is
more important for individuals to vote for the
candidate who best represents them.

“A lot of people want to get Bush out, and I'm
one of those people, but we need to focus on the
candidates’ issues,” Marx said. “It’s good to consider
if a candidate can beat Bush, but that’s not the only
thing to base a decision on, it's just one criteria.”

It is essential for Americans to align their votes
with the candidate that most exemplifies their opin-
ions, senior Julia Merryman said.

“Not voting for your favorite candidate destroys
the principle of democracy,” she said. “You have to
vote for the person who best represents you.”

However, the Democrats’ “MLTBB” strategy is
not an error in the American political system, gov-
ernment teacher Cathy Johnson said.

“The ‘Anyone but Bush’ mindset is not a flaw in
our democracy because it’s not centered on one is-
sue,” she said. “Bush is a highly ideological presi-
dent, and the backlash from his decisions have po-
larized Americans to create this “MLTBB” mindset.”

The “MLTBB” voting method is understand-
able even for Republicans, senior Sondra Dunn said,
who considers herself a GOP member.

“It would be better if people voted entirely on
what they believe in, on the candidates’ principles
and ideas,” she said, “but the times mandate that
the Democrats vote based on who they believe
can beat Bush.”

Though Senator John Kerry is not entirely rep-
resentative of her political views, senior Bin Ni said
she plans to vote for him in the primary elections.

“I agree with the majority of his beliefs, but I’d
like him to be more liberal on more issues,” Ni said.
“But he has the best chance of beating Bush, so
that's why he has my vote.”

Senior Brady Waite, who proudly proclaimed,

Running through mud, scaling fences, hiding from slave catchers

...it sounds like a scene from a movie, but it will soon be reality

for select UAHS juniors. On Saturday, March 13, certain Ameri-

can history students will travel to Hale Farms outside Akron,

Ohio to experience firsthand the struggles of a runaway slave.

American History teacher Jill Mantel said she participated in a

trial version of the 90-minute re-enactment three years ago,

where, according to the Hale Farms web site, participants “travel

to the year 1852 and become a fugitive fleeing from the bonds

of slavery.” After her involvement, Mantel offered the unique

opportunity to students at her former schools and this year to

UAHS students.

Mantel has been planning for the field trip since September,

but encountered problems after budget cuts. Four American his-

tory teachers, along with principal Kip Greenhill, will be limited

to taking only 35 students each. Mantel said she intends to use a

lottery system to choose the students. Still, she said students

have reacted well to the opportunity to participate.

“Students are always excited to go on a field trip,” Mantel said.

“[Unfortunately] there are usually more students that want to go

than slots available.”

Junior Amy Masheter said she hopes to participate in the field

trip to better comprehend the situation of a runaway slave.

“It’d be cool to see what it was like, to experience the pressures

and anxieties [the slaves] faced,” she said.

Masheter said she hopes the event accurately portrays the situation

without the unrealistic effects of a typical field trip.

“I’m hoping it’s not too cheesy,” Masheter said. “I want it to

feel authentic.”

Mantel said the re-enactment is an accurate representation of

what slaves experience. Paid actors authentically portray the set-

ting with clothing and lingo, creating an environment similar to

that of 150 years ago.

“[During the simulation] there will be people who will be sym-

pathetic to their plight and help them, and there will be others

who will refuse to give them any help,” she said. “It’s a really

‘Most Likely to
Students analyze national Democratic voting trend

|Ally Betley|

|Tasha Manoranjan|

Students experience Underground Railroad escape firsthand

BEATBush’
BEAT

”“I’d like to be idealistic and say, ‘Hell yes,
vote Kucinich,’ but we’re trying to get a
victory. If you vote for a candidate that has
no chance, you’re pretty much saying ‘I
want Bush back.’ —Senior Amy Sheeran
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“Bush is the man,” said the “MLTBB” response is
an intelligent, pragmatic strategy.

“It’s a good philosophy on the Democrats’ part,”
Waite said. “If everyone votes for who they believe
on the nit-picky issues, they’re not going to come
together and elect someone who can beat Bush. If
they want a Democrat in office, the only way they
can do that is to vote for someone who can give
Bush a run for his money.”

Whoever receives the Democratic National
Committee endorsement, it is vital for all Demo-
crats to vote cohesively in the upcoming general elec-
tion, according to Marx.

“It’s great that voters are excited about their can-
didate, and they should continue to support who
they want to vote for now,” she said. “But when it
comes to the actual election in November, I hope
everyone rallies around the person chosen as the
Democratic nominee.”

Although she is happy voters are focused on re-
moving Bush from office, Ni said she is not entirely
certain the “MLTBB” system of voting is the best.

“I’m a flaming liberal, so this national trend is
great, but the ‘Anybody but Bush’ ideology is not
necessarily the most intelligent way to vote,” Ni said.
“You shouldn’t just be in favor of the candidate most
likely to beat the other; you should vote for some-
one because you support their policies.”

The “Anybody but Bush” trend’s recent emer-
gence is understandable in its context, according to
senior Evan Kreutzer, who focused on the political
tendencies of young voters for his senior thesis.

“Bush has made grave miscalculations in the last
four years,” Kreutzer said. “I can see why people are
disturbed by his leadership and are voting so strongly
against him.”

Ideological divisions among the American
people are a component of politics, but are cur-

rently more prevalent than in previous elec-
tions, Johnson said.

“In my personal experience, I’ve never seen
anything like this polarization,” she said. “The
people have strong convictions on the war in
Iraq and the economy. It’s a unique feature of
this election.”

The Democrats’ response to the presidential
race is realistic, and though Dunn is Republi-
can, she said she can relate to their strategy.

“I would do the same thing if I was a Demo-
crat,” Dunn said. “If I really didn’t like who was
in power, I would be trying hard to get someone
else in office. Ideally, people should vote based
on their ideological beliefs, but this is not al-
ways what happens.”

Though he is too young to vote in the up-
coming elections, junior Chris Dosmann said
he is delighted voters are planning for a Demo-
cratic presidential victory.

“To pick someone who has less of a chance
of beating Bush, but has some trivial idea that
better represents you, will only create more
problems,” Dosmann said. “It’s more impor-
tant to get rid of the fundamental problems
the administration is causing than to focus
on the subtle differences between two Demo-
cratic candidates who are both so much bet-
ter for the country. It’s better for the nation
that people are voting for the candidate with
the better chance of beating Bush.”

Whether or not this trend will benefit
Americans is debateable, Johnson said, but
it is a stratagem.

“If voters are extremely ideological, and
vote for someone extremely ideological,” she
said, “they are not going to see their candi-
date in office.”

good eye-opening experience about who helped and who didn’t

and why.”

Chris Bush, a former student of Mantel’s who goes to Avon Lake

High School in Avon Lake, Ohio, a suburb of Cleveland, said he went to

Hale Farms after receiving positive feedback from others who had par-

ticipated in similar simulations. Bush said actors approached him, some

offering assistance and others  entirely ignoring his suffering.

“We were chained up and sold away as slaves, but then we es-

caped,” Bush said. “As we ran, we stopped in homes, barns and

churches, and hid in the woods, meeting all types of characters

both friendly and hateful, as we pretended to escape along the

route to Cleveland.”

The challenge of avoiding capture spurred Bush and his fellow

participants to test their physical limits.

 “[Students] can expect to do some running and get a bit muddy,”

he said.

In addition to the Civil War information Bush said he learned

in the classroom, he experienced the effects of location on fugi-

tive slaves.

“I didn’t learn much in the way of new material,” he said. “But I

did learn more about the local region here in greater Cleveland and

the role that some of these locations played in the emancipation and

Underground Railroad process.”

Bush credits some of his satisfaction to his interest in history,

though he said most of his enjoyment came from learning along-

side friends.

“I would definitely go again because the whole night was fun,

realistic and interesting,” he said. “I [think it is] great to re-enact

history and be with friends while doing it.”

However, not every UAHS student will be able to participate at

Hale Farms. The AP American Studies class recently finished an

extensive unit on African Americans; junior Christie Nunamaker

said prolonging the class’s studies could prevent students from

adequately preparing for the AP exam.

“I’m always up for a field trip,” she said, “but with all the time we

spent on the African American unit it may perhaps be unnecessary.”

For those who to venture up to Hale Farms to momentarily

transport themselves back 150 years, Mantel guarantees a memo-

rable experience.

“It [will be] one experience they will never, ever forget,”

she said. “I’ll run into [students] in the summer or a parent

who was involved, and they’ll say that it was a once-in-a-life-

time experience; they will walk away from my class always

remembering that.”
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School counselors load boxes of school supplies to be mailed to

Afghanistan. The National Honor Society collected these supplies

before Winter Break.

photo|Alex Dappen|

B
Bands blast through the speakers, dancers twirl
across the stage and emcees keep the audience
chuckling. Students and community members
at the 2004 Talent Show will experience all this
while noticing changes in the show’s format.

When the Talent Show committee began
planning this year's production, it decided to
change several aspects of the show’s format, se-
nior co-director Kim Cochran said.

“We are having the show in April this year, even
though it has previously been in February,” Cochran
said. “We’re also [planning to donate] to a cause out
of the country instead of a local organization.”

The committee has communicated with
teacher Paul Craft about sending the money to
Afghanistan, possibly to fund an Afghani
teacher’s salary, Cochran said.

“We also felt like it tied in nicely since our
school just recently collected school supplies for
the Afghani kids,” she said.

Senior co-director Lisa Peterson said the com-
mittee discussed sending money to a local cause, but
it is leaning towards helping the Afghani children.

“We are still in the process of
deciding,” Peterson said. “There
has been some concern about do-
nating to local organizations, but
[the committee] really wants to
help Afghanistan.”

Talent Show adviser Brian Chan-
dler said sending the money to Af-
ghanistan would allow UA residents
to reach out to another nation.

“[It will be] a personal connec-
tion,” Chandler said. “We’ll be
able to get back videos and pictures of schools
through Mr. Craft.”

The committee hopes to surpass last year’s
record of $16,000 through bake sales, penny wars,
concessions, T-shirt sales, a silent auction and
ticket sales. One of its main goals is to involve
the entire school and community, Cochran said.

The production, itself, will be much different af-
ter losing last year’s emcees; however, Cochran said
the committee plans to hold auditions to find em-
cees who will attract as many viewers as possible.

“Last year, the emcees were the hit of the
show,” she said. “So we’re crossing our fingers to
find a few volunteers who are equally funny.”

Try-outs for emcees will most likely be held
along with auditions for acts the week before
spring break, Chandler said. He said he hopes
to involve as many students as possible since it
is a worthwhile cause.

“I hope that everybody has fun showcasing their
talents,” he said. “I hope for a diverse show, and to
raise a large amount for the chosen charity.”

Talent Show changes aim to
broaden students’ horizons
|Ashley Anderson|

�
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Tom Robbins,
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Architecture.

“And, what we teach comes from the kind
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make a Columbus State
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FeudFeudFeudFeudFeud

T
Throughout time there has been a plethora of fierce ri-
valries: Ohio State vs. Michigan, Hastings Middle
School vs. Jones Middle School and of course, Vanilla Pepsi vs. Vanilla
Coke. But a new, more intense competition has surfaced. Yes, this brutal
rivalry between fanatical viewers is a showdown of dysfunctional, animated
TV families: The Simpsons vs. Family Guy.

Both shows originally aired on Fox, with the inaugural episode of The
Simpsons showing Dec. 17, 1989. The show has lasted 15 seasons and the
writers are still cranking out new episodes. The Simpsons had little competi-
tion as TV’s ultimate animated family until Family Guy premiered April 6,
1999. In comparison to The Simpsons, Family Guy had a relatively short run.
The last episode was shown less than three years later. However, according
to a Nov. 18, 2003 USA Today article, up to 35 new episodes could return to
network TV in January 2005 due to high DVD sales, making it one of the
year’s best-selling TV shows with almost one million copies sold.

The two TV shows contain many similarities, according to junior Fam-
ily Guy fan Hank Wagenbach.

“There are many connections between the two [shows]: the way the
family is set up and how both the father and the son are the main characters
and are stupid,” he said.

Both shows feature families with five members: a deadbeat dad, a house-
wife and three children, one of whom is intelligent, one of whom
is thick, and one of whom is under one year old. Because of the
parallels, Family Guy appeals to many previous Simpsons fans.

Wagenbach said he was a longtime Simpsons fan until he
got a taste of Family Guy and the show’s fresh humor.

“Right now I prefer Family Guy,” he said. “If you had asked
me three years ago, I would have said Simpsons. But since [then],
Simpsons has gone down in humor. Then Family Guy came along
with really witty humor that was funnier than The Simpsons at
the time.”

Like many Family Guy devotees, Wagenbach owns the
boxed DVDs and attempts to watch a few episodes daily to
lighten his mood.

“I try to get in one or two episodes a day, which is a problem
because they aren’t making any new episodes,” he said. “But
[the show is] so hysterical, it doesn’t get old.”

Many Family Guy fans, including sophomore Mike Dunn,
cite a decrease in humor as the main reason for their conver-
sion from The Simpsons to Family Guy.

“Simpsons has gotten old to the point that the jokes aren’t
funny anymore and the characters have become lame,” Dunn
said. “I just think people need to stop thinking Simpsons is so funny.

It’s more of an elementary or middle school show. Family Guy is more
adult humor.”

In response to Family Guy fans that say The Simpsons is losing its humor, junior Annie
Cute said The Simpsons’ longevity and wit proves its worth.

“A baby in a diaper, sitting and smoking a cigar has nothing on a fat man with
only three hairs drinking Duff after Duff [The Simpsons’ brand name beer],”

she said. “But seriously, the humor is complex, depending on how much
you can pick up. There’s simple humor for the kids and more complex

humor relating to the issues of today directed towards
the adults.”

Cute said The Simpsons’ quirky sense
of humor keeps her a devoted fan.

 “I love The Simpsons because of the
amusing situations and conflicts that arise

in the first five minutes and
are [then] comically
resolved 20 minutes
later,” Cute said.

Junior Patrick
Tweel, an avid

Simpsons buff, said his family has amassed an impressive amount
of Simpsons memorabilia.

“We accessorize in the field of Simpsons,” he said. “We have all the stuff:
DVDs, books, chess, trivia and Jeopardy.”

Social studies teacher Doug Rinehart, a fervent Simpsons fan, said Fam-
ily Guy does not come close to touching the perfection of The Simpsons.

“Even the worst Simpsons episode is better than the best Family Guy
episode,” he said. “I’ve watched maybe one episode of Family Guy and just
didn’t find it all that funny. I like The Simpsons because I find it’s a very
clever show. I like the humor that pokes fun at society; it’s very satirical.”

Fans of both shows steadfastly maintain theirs is superior and
strengthen their convictions with persuasive support. At UAHS, this
lively debate between two camps of devoted fans is nowhere near ceas-
ing. A voluntary Arlingtonian survey conducted Feb. 6 in homeroom,
however, allowed a victor to emerge. Of 212 students, or 12 percent of
the student body, 52 percent said they would prefer to watch The Simpsons
as opposed to Family Guy. Only 36 percent favored Family Guy. The
remainder of students would choose neither show. Though The Simpsons
secured the spot as the more popular show among students, the battle
still rages.

UAHS students debate victor in The

Simpsons, Family Guy battle

|Kaitlyn Williams|
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Freshman Claudia Henning opens her locker unaware of the visitors

from the movie Matrix: Reloaded sharing her locker space.

photo|Allie Kattoua|
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A chance to see the Tony Awards in New York City is a dream
for many theater fanatics and for senior David Bahgat this dream
could soon become a reality. Bahgat is one of three finalists in
the central Ohio 10TV/Vaud-Villities Search for a Star contest
who will be competing for a trip for two to the
2004 Tony Awards.

Bahgat said he read about the contest in the
newspaper and decided it was worth the audition.

“They said that they were holding open audi-
tions at First Community Church, and I went and
they videotaped me,” he said. “Then they in-
formed me on the following Tuesday that I had
been accepted to the top 25.”

During the first audition, Bahgat said he was
not anxious, but the second round was more
stressful for him. He performed “Last One Picked” at Polaris
Mall Jan. 17 for the second round and was selected as one of
three finalists.

“I’ve probably never been that nervous,” he said. “But as soon
as the music started … I forgot about everything.”

Watching Bahgat in the audience during the audition was his
mother, Nancy Turnbull. Turnbull said she realized Bahgat had
an interest in theater when she first saw him acting while he
watched The Sound of Music as a toddler. She has seen Bahgat
mature as a performer and described her reaction to Bahgat’s se-

lection as a finalist as that of a typical mom.
“I screamed and threw my arms in the

air just like they do on TV. I never expected
to react like that,” Turnbull said. “I don’t
even know what [the announcer] said, I just
heard his name and screamed.”

 She sa id  she has  a lways  supported
Bahgat’s musical pursuits since the age of
5, when he told her he wanted to act on
Broadway. Turnbull said she made sure her
son had opportunities but did not let him over-
load himself.

“I always made sure if there was an out-
let that we would look into it without go-
ing overboard,” Turnbull said. “I always
made sure he got to the rehearsals, got to
the auditions, got to the lessons.”

Bahgat said his mother’s involvement in
theater inspired him to get involved, and
her devotion has never faltered. If he wins,
he said he will take his mom to the Tony’s to
recognize all the support she has given him.

“She’s always been there for me and al-
ways supported me,” he said. “Now [is] my
chance to pay her back for everything that
she’s done for me.”

Another influence in Bahgat’s musical
development is music teacher Eric Kauffman, who has been work-
ing with Bahgat since eighth grade. He described Bahgat as an
excellent performer and a person determined to achieve his goals.

“First and foremost, he understands what he’s doing,” Kauffman
said. “I don’t want to say that he has a natural-born talent; that’s
not fair to him because he’s been doing this for so long and he’s
worked so hard to build this up.”

Kauffman said one of Bahgat’s most noteworthy attributes is his
ability to manipulate an audience; this talent gives him a great chance
of winning the contest. He is glad previous judges recognized actual
talent and did not simply vote for a pop-star style singer.

“I think [Bahgat’s] maturity will show on stage. He relies on the
fact that he’s got a group of people in the palm of his hand and he
can move them musically,” Kauffman said. “Acting, singing and

performing—they’re
people skills, and I
think he’s good at un-
derstanding that at an
early age.”

Bahgat said he
hopes students will
come out to the show
and help him win. The
winner is determined
by audience votes

duringVaud-Villities Show Week and votes cast on 10TV.com.
“This is a pretty big deal. It may not seem like it, but this is like

American Idol in Columbus, and I think [students] should come out
and support a fellow Arlington student,” Bahgat said. “Plus, Vaud-
Villities is a great show and the other performers are great sing-
ers too.”

Vaud-Villities Show Week will take place April 14-17, with two
shows on Saturday. Bahgat and the other finalists will perform at the
beginning of every show, and 10TV will announce the winner on
the April 19 noon news.

A Star is Born
Senior David Bahgat gets his shot

at stardom in Search for a Star Contest

|Kendrick Sledge|

�

photo courtesy|David Bahgat|

Senior David Bahgat performs at the Search for a Star contest. Judges selected Bahgat as one of

the top three out of 25 semi-finalists.

”“ I don’t want to say that he has a natural-
born talent;  that’s not fair to him because
he’s been doing this for so long and he’s
worked so hard to build this up.

—Music teacher Eric Kauffman
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But some students may find themselves

isolated and confused this summer; they will
be the first UA students to experience the swirl
of Individuals and Societies, the Theory of
Knowledge class and the new charter school
that is all part of Upper Arlington
International Baccalaureate High School.
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S
Since the days of middle school, students have
religiously conducted an end-of-summer ritual
that annually marks the beginning of the end:
schedule comparisons. It begins when friends
meet at textbook pick-up and continues with
a flurry of phone calls and instant messages.
Matches yield cries of joy, while separated
friends begin submitting schedule-change
requests to their counselors.

story continued from

Story continued on next page.
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Over the past several years, adminis-
trators have been creating a considerable
change in the way some students will be
educated. The International Baccalau-
reate program will arrive with the 2004-
05 school year, and the impact of its ar-
rival exposes many questions.

Superintendent William Schaefer in-
troduced IB to the district three years
ago, though principal Kip Greenhill said
most of the veteran faculty was previ-
ously aware of IB. Schaefer said he
thought the IB program would provide
interested students with more diverse
course options.

The complicated process of bringing
IB to UA required a substantial amount
of time. IB coordinator Bob Ater has
worked at IB schools in Europe and Af-
rica, and was recruited in 2002 to help
implement UA’s IB program.

With the two-year application pro-
cess for UA to become IB-authorized
now complete, UAHS administrators
have begun informing students and par-
ents about the program. Starting with

Greenhill
said he did not
want the student body to be divided by the creation of a “school within
a school.”

“I think [the charter school] will be very transparent for students,” he
said. “They won’t notice the difference. The only thing a student should
really notice is when they get their diploma. One diploma will say ‘Upper

Arlington High School,’ another one will say
‘Upper Arlington International
Baccalaureate High School.’”

Though Greenhill does not
envision a separation, DeRoberts said
the different diplomas will further
contribute to the division.

“I think [different diplomas] just
exacerbate the rift,” she said.

Despite this image of separation,
some classes will have both regular and
IB students in the same classroom,
Greenhill said.

“Students will have a choice [at the
end of the year] of which test they want to take,” he said. “Of course, if
they’re going for the IB diploma, they have to take the IB test.”

There is no reason to believe the charter school will create disturbance
within the school, according to Ater.

“Students won’t even know that they’re in a charter school,” he said.
“There won’t be anything [unusual] that will happen in the [charter] school.”

I ENVISION A GROUP OFELITE KIDS WITH ‘HOLIER−THAN−THOU’ ATTITUDES WHODON’T ASSOCIATE WITH ANY−ONE ELSE.

−SOPHOMORE ABBY DEROBERTS

H
High schoolers are known for establishing cliques. There have always been
the jocks, the cheerleaders and the nerds, but students at UAHS may soon
have another clique to confront: the IB clique.

In order to help fund the IB program amidst district-wide budget cuts, the
district created the Upper Arlington International Baccalaureate High School as
a charter school within UAHS. The move will eventually bring $500,000 from
the federal government over the next three years,principal Kip Greenhill
said. Once the $500,000 is exhausted, UAHS can not
re-apply for more money, according to social studies
teacher Kelly Scott.

The financial incentive was the predominant
goal in creating the charter school, IB coordinator
Bob Ater said.

“It’s convenient for us financially and that’s
the large reason for the charter school: to provide
some money for us,” he said. “In a tight budget
time, it’s wonderful.”

But some students and parents question the
social effect of the charter school on the student
body. Sophomore Abby DeRoberts, who plans
on earning the IB diploma, said her initial reaction to learning of
the charter school was foreseeing a negative division between IB and
non-IB students.

“I envision a group of elite kids with
‘holier-than-thou’ attitudes who don’t associate with anyone else,” she

said. “I’m hoping it won’t turn out like that, but how will charter students and
regular students be integrated if they don’t have any classes together?”
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A School Divided

the class of 2006, students can elect
to participate in the IB diploma pro-
gram in their junior and senior years.
If a student completes all the require-
ments of the diploma program, he or
she will receive an internationally-rec-
ognized IB diploma upon graduation. If
they decide not to pursue the diploma,
juniors and seniors also have the option
of taking individual IB classes and re-
ceiving certificates of completion upon
passing the classes.

The International Baccalaureate Or-
ganization, founded in 1968, is a non-
profit educational organization based in
Geneva, Switzerland. According to the
official IBO web site, there are currently
1305 authorized IB schools in 115 coun-
tries, including 406 schools in the
United States, that offer the diploma
program. The IBO states 1079
universities around the world rec-
ognize the IB diploma, though in-
dividual universities choose to
award credit to IB graduates.

The major appeal of the IB pro-
gram is its international perspec-
tive, Greenhill said. The IBO states

its mission is “to develop inquir-
ing, knowledgeable and caring
young people who help to create a
better and more peaceful world
through intercultural understand-

ing and respect.”
Despite this seemingly benign wording,

the IB program has been met by some fac-
ulty members, parents and students with
mixed feelings. Greenhill acknowledged
several complex issues surround the intro-
duction of IB to UAHS.

“One of the concerns … is what im-
pact [IB] is going to have on our current
program,” he said. “[Teachers] don’t want
to see some of the good, solid things that
we’re doing, cut in order to do IB.”

Other issues surrounding IB include
the stress loads, ad

Story continued from previous page.
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IB Group 1:
Primary Language

UA courses offered: HL World

Literature and Composition

IB Group 2:
Secondary Language

UA courses offered: SL

French,

SL German, SL Spanish

IB Group 3:
Individuals and Societies

UA courses offered: HL

Economics, HL History,

SL Economics, SL

Philosophy

IB Group 4:
Experimental Sciences

UA courses offered: HL

Biology, SL Environ-

mental Systems, SL

Physics

IB Group 5:
Mathematics and

Computer Science

UA courses offered: HL

Math, SL Math

IB Group 6: The Arts

UA courses offered: HL Music,

HL Studio Art, SL Honors Ceramics II,

SL Honors Computer Animation, SL

Honors Drawing, SL Music Solo, SL Music

Group,SL Music Composition, SL Honors

Photography II,

SL Honors Painting

infogra
phic|

IBO, U
A Course

 of S
tudies|

Extended Essay

Theory of
Knowledge

Creativity, Action,
Service (CAS)

The school is already
academically divided to the
extent the new IB program will not
bring a serious change, sophomore Courtney
Coburn said, who is currently in AP American
Studies but does not plan on earning the IB diploma.

“I don’t think that anybody will notice [the charter school] because people
that sign up for a lot of advanced classes are already grouped together anyways,”
she said. “There are a lot of other people that you would never have a class
with even if everyone did take all of the same classes.”

The charter school was only instituted for the financial assistance from
the government, Greenhill reiterated.

“Students really won’t notice the difference when you sign up for a
class,” he said. “It’s just a matter of how we’re getting the money to pay
for that class.”

It’s All In The Diploma

O
One of the main characteristics distinguishing the IB program from
the AP system is the diploma. According to IBO, IB students must
complete a class in each of six categories of study: language, second
language, individuals and societies, experimental sciences,
mathematics and computer science and the arts. Three of the six
classes must be Higher Level (HL) and three must be Standard Level
(SL). All HL classes last two years and
all SL classes last one year, with
the exception of SL
secondary language,
which is two

a r l i n g t o n i a n
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years long.
During the program, assignments will periodically

be graded internationally.  This ensures students will be
measured equally to IB students around the world, according to
principal Kip Greenhill.

In addition to the six classes, students must complete three additional
components, IB coordinator Bob Ater said.

The first of these is the Theory of Knowledge course. According to IBO,
this 100-hour course is intended to “challenge students to question the bases

of knowledge, to be aware of subjective and ideological biases and to develop
the ability to analyze evidence that is expressed in rational argument.”

The second additional component is the Creativity, Action
and Service program.  Students will have to meet a

minimum number of hours of participation in each
area.  To fulfill these requirements, the IBO

says “students may, for example,
participate in theatre or musical
productions, sports and community
service activities.” Students will spend at
least 150 hours distributed through the
three areas their junior and senior years.

The third additional component is
the 4,000-word extended essay, in
which a student investigates a topic of
special interest that relates to one of the
six areas of study.  The IBO recommends
a student devote 40 hours to the
production of the extended essay.  Work
on the essay begins second semester of
junior year and is due by the end of the
first semester of senior year. For diploma
candidates, the extended essay replaces
the Senior Thesis.

The extended essay is a source of
anxiety, Ater said.

“The extended essay is a written
document. It’s different [from senior
thesis] in that respect,” he said. “There’s

nothing to say a student can’t do the essay
and the senior thesis, but considering they are going

to be awfully busy, we have exempted them from doing
the senior thesis.”

The fact that UA students often produce senior theses in forms
other than essays could lead some students to complete both, Ater said.

“The senior thesis is a more creative project,” Ater said. “I think some
students will complete a senior thesis on top of the extended essay just
because the senior thesis can be their passion.”

Along with the classes and three additional components, students must
pay approximately $600 in class fees over the two years to get the diploma.

However, an advantage of the IB program is its completeness,
Ater said.

“The totality [of IB] is a total preparation program for universities,”
Ater said. “It offers a chance to take six courses and the additional [activities]
students have to do.”

The work “equips students with the skills and attitudes necessary for
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Why IB, with AP?
There will however, be some classes that are essentially AP classes but

with different tests at the end of the year, Greenhill said. Economics and
global language are examples.

“They’re so close [in content], our curriculum will prepare students to
take either test,” Greenhill said.

These new curriculum and schedule changes are very confusing, junior
Qiannan Zhang said.

IB coordinator Bob Ater said the tests will provide unique opportunities
to demonstrate what students know. The IB tests will also present the
possibility of college credit, as with AP.

Why the transition to IB, then? Ater said students who desire more cross-
curricular academics will choose IB. Thus, AP will allow students to pick and
choose classes easier than with IB, he said. AP also has a different way of grading.

IB is graded on an international rubric. Papers can potentially be sent
outside of the school to be scored, IB coordinator Bob Ater said. However,
with AP, the teacher is always the evaluator.

“The AP program will not die, but will rather provide chances for students
to take a higher level course in some disciplines [as opposed to IB’s more
cross-curricular schedule,” Ater said.

I
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“[IB] is a mixture of being oppressed, ... paranoid and deceived,”
quotes the main page of IBSucks.com. “In essence, the IB Program
is designed to halt the growth of individuality in intellectual students
so that they may be utilized to further oppress their fellow peers.”

Though UAHS is jumping on the IB train, students from around the
world have expressed anger against the IB program online.

For students who aspire to an IB diploma senior year, the stresses along the
way could make it a long road. Students must know what they are getting
into, humanities teacher Candace Riley said.

“If they decide to go for the diploma, there will be a very heavy workload,”
she said. “The students will have to be very committed.”

Sophomore Erich Kreutzer, who said he plans on earning the IB diploma,
said  he and other students should be willing to handle the work because they
voluntarily signed up for the program. Some students understand this and are
choosing not to earn the whole diploma, sophomore Jordan King said.

“[I am doing certificates] because I expected the [diploma
program] workload to be very high,” he said. “I have extracurricular
activities that take up my time.”

French teacher Lisa Markovich said she thinks students will
be able to handle the course requirements.

“We [already] have a very rigorous high school,” she said. “I do
not think [IB]’s going to be a big jump for our high school.”

However, IB requires more than intelligence, AP government
teacher Kelly Scott said.

“IB is less for the intelligent [and] more for the motivated,”
she said.

To address these concerns, IB coordinator Bob Ater said his job will be to
make sure students can handle the program.

“There will be stresses accompanying the IB program,” he said. “There
will be some moments when it will seem like more work than the student
can possibly get done…[but] one thing I want to stress is [that] students
[should] try to remain calm and find
an equilibrium.”

Story continued from previous page.

IB IS LESS FOR THEINTELLIGENT [AND] MOREFOR THE MOTIVATED.−AP GOVERNMENT TEACHER
KELLY SCOTT

success in higher education and employment,” IBO states.
Despite this, UAHS parents such as Li Lee are concerned about

the broad scope IB presents.
“Most people can only handle one or two subjects,” she said.

“Some people just aren’t as strong in all areas. [The diploma program]
is very aggressive.”

Another problem with the IB program is its inflexible structure,
sophomore Catherine Shi said.

“Scheduling with the IB diploma really narrows choices for students
who want to take elective classes outside of IB,” she said.

“With two-year classes and such strict standards, I am forced to
sacrifice many elective classes that I am interested in.”

The merits of the IB program will best be communicated through
word of mouth, Ater said.

“The best advertiser for Ford
cars is the people who drive
them,” he said, “and the best
advertisement for IB will be
those students who’ve done it.”

Parents and students’
worries could potentially
hinder progress. One such
worry is that students will “get
in over their heads,” Ater said.
He acknowledged there will be
moments when everyone is overwhelmed.

“I want students to have a place to go when they’re feeling anxiety,”
Ater said. “I see teachers as priests, in a respect, who will be helping
students with the pain they will be having from time to time.”

Despite the anxieties, Ater said he believes the program will
be invaluable.

“My guess is that most of the students who do the full program will
say at the end of it all it’s something special,” Ater said.

When registering for courses next year, some students have always taken as
many AP classes as possible to boost their GPA.  Now they have another
choice to consider.

Students have raised many questions regarding UAHS’s decision to
install the IB program when UA already boasts a demanding AP system.

However, principal Kip Greenhill said IB will not be as difficult as AP
because it is administered as a pre-colligate curriculum as opposed to the AP
collegiate level classes. Individual IB classes will be available to any student
who desires a similar challenge to AP along with a weighted grade and an
end of the year test.

“Students will have the choice of which test they want to take; of course if
they’re going for the IB diploma, they have to take the IB test,” Greenhill said.

The IB and AP tests will both potentially award college credit to the
students who take them. The Higher Level IB courses’ tests will be comparable
to AP tests, but the Standard Level IB test will not be as strenuous, he said.

Humanities teacher Candace Riley said the administration is still debating
how to credit IB participation.

“Many people believe IB should be weighted more heavily than AP
because of the workload,” she said.

‘IBSucks.com’ For Some

��

�
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Winter sports Bears end seasons strong

with final games and tournaments

photo|Allie Kattoua|

photo|Allie Kattoua|

photo|Allie Kattoua| photo|Bailey Capelle|photo|Alex Dappen|

Above: Senior Ellis Robinson faces off against a St. Charles

opponent at the Feb. 7 game. The Bears won 4-3 in a shootout.

The team ended its season with a record of 20-8-4.

Left: Fighting hard against his Dublin Scioto High School

opponent, junior Andrew Hunter pins his challenger and

wins the match. Despite this victory, the team fell to

the Fighting Irish Jan. 29.

Bottom Left: During the North Carolina State vs. Kansas

State IBA game, junior Jeff Daily attempts a layup, but

defender senior Kevin Schill stretches for the block.

North Carolina won 26-20.

Bottom Center: Senior Kim Cochran completes a

graceful bar routine on Senior Night against Grove City

Jan. 28. The gymnastic Bears’ efforts were rewarded

with a satisfying victory.

Bottom Right: During the final minutes of the

Olentangy game Jan. 30, senior Chris Rechner looks to

pass the ball to a teammate. The boys basketball Bears

won 58-45.
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not ready physically or mentally to participate in another.

Junior Corey Bentine, who used to participate in football, basketball
and lacrosse, said three sports became too time-consuming.

“I decided not to play basketball last year because it conflicted with
lacrosse and football,” he said.“As soon as basketball ended, I had to go to

‘Hell Week’—the lacrosse coaches’ conditioning tryouts—the next
day; it was very hard to handle.”

Playing multiple sports also increases an athlete’s chance of in-
jury. Junior Chris Rhine stopped playing basketball, one of his three
sports, after a severe foot injury.

“The doctors said I fractured my foot because of overuse,”
he said. “Being a three-sport athlete since middle school, I’ve

never had an off-season and it finally caught up with me.
Now it’s great to finally have a break from the constant

practices and games.”
Sophomore Meghan Murphy, a former gymnast and

current track team member, said she did not partici-
pate in gymnastics this season because she wanted to

focus on track.
“I may have a chance to run track in college, so in-

stead of gymnastics, I have been participating in profes-
sional running programs as well as conditioning on my
own time,” Murphy said.

Junior Kyle Harer, who recently became a two-
sport athlete, said it is difficult to balance his time
between two sports, but he has prioritized based on

the sport’s importance.
“I am hoping to play lacrosse in college so an im-

portant lacrosse function comes before a JV hockey
practice,”  Harer said. “Hockey has been a great so

far and hopefully it will help me prepare for
lacrosse this spring.”

Athletes who play multiple
sports agree it can be tiring and
stressful, but most say the ac-
complishments gained through
playing in multiple seasons
make it all worthwhile.

While most UAHS athletes look forward to a break at the end of their
season, some merely exchange their uniform and equipment as they pre-
pare for the beginning of another sport.

Multi-sport athletes are surprisingly common in high school. Numer-
ous athletes play both a fall and spring sport and simply train during the
winter off-season.

Senior lacrosse captain Mike Sampson has been playing la-
crosse since middle school, but he decided to also play hockey
during his sophomore year.

“I’ve always wanted to play hockey,” he said.“It has been a
good experience and skating has helped my leg strength,
which has been beneficial in lacrosse.”

Participating in sports helps prepare athletes
for their next season, Sampson said.

“While many of my teammates have been
lifting, running and conditioning I have
been practicing with a team and competing
against other schools; it has helped my fo-
cus,” he said.

Senior C.J. Ford, a member of the cross-
country, basketball and track teams, said she too
has benefited from her participation in multiple
sports throughout high school.

“Instead of concentrating on just one sport in high
school, I’ve decided to stick with three,” she said. “I
want to stay active and in shape.”

Junior Jody Albrecht, a member of the lacrosse team,
said she cannot fathom how students can participate in
multiple sports throughout the school year.

“I am always working out, running or playing la-
crosse during the off-season,” Albrecht said. “I don’t
know how people can manage to play more than one
sport; I just play one and I feel like I don’t have
a break.”

While some athletes benefit from
participating in multiple sports, others
said they are exhausted and over-
whelmed after one season; they are

|Brady Williams|

A
Athletes involved in multiple sports discuss benefits, drawbacks
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Traditionally, the purpose of cheerleading
is simply defined by the word itself: lead-
ing cheers. The job of a cheerleader is to
promote school spirit and to cheer the
team towards victory. Jumping up and
down and screaming in short skirts has be-
come the universal stereotype of cheer-
leaders. There is also the image that they
are all ditsy airheads constantly worrying
about breaking a perfectly manicured nail.

However, over the years cheerleading
has evolved into an intense, physically de-
manding competitive circuit combining
gymnastics, dance and cheering into a

unique and impressive display of athleticism.
Still, there are many reasons for the claim that cheerleading is

not a sport: there is no offense or defense, no set guidelines or not
physically taxing enough.

The truth is, competitive cheerleading has a
multitude of rules and guidelines that vary ac-
cording to the competition’s sponsor and
level. Cheerleaders now have their own
teams, rules and competitions just like
any other sport.

Due to the advanced gymnastics skills
and risky stunting performed in competi-
tion and at games, there are more
cheerleading-related injuries than in any
other female high school sport, according
to ABC News. Injuries of the ankle, back,
wrist, knee and elbow are common in
cheerleading. It also leads in the number
of fatalities per year for female high school
athletes, with 18 average deaths per year
being directly related to cheerleading.

A study at the National Center for Cata-
strophic Sports Injury Research at the Univer-
sity of North Carolina, found that 57 percent of

|Chloe Tiberi|

Can cheering be a sport
catastrophic injuries and deaths of females in high
school and college sports are due to cheerleading.
Cheerleading accounted for 22,603 injuries needing
emergency care in 2001 alone, according to the U.S.
Consumer Product Safety Commission.

Despite these statistics, junior Josie Lee said she con-
siders cheerleading at football or basketball games more a
recreational activity than a physical sport, but she classi-
fies competitive cheerleading differently.

“When I see the cheerleaders at games they usually aren’t
doing anything that looks that strenuous, but I have seen a
cheerleading competition on TV before and
I am always really
impressed by what
[those cheerleaders]
can do,” Lee said. “It

looks like a lot of hard
work and I would consider [what

they do to be] a sport.”
Junior Chris Dosmann considers

cheerleading to be more of an activity
than a sport.

“A sport has to be focused on competition,”
he said.

However, when considering his own definition of
a sport, he began to re-think a sport’s qualifications.

“Any competitive activity can be considered a
sport, so I guess in some context cheerleading can
be considered a sport,” Dosmann said.“But I don’t
think it is in general.”

According to ESPN, more girls participate in
cheerleading each year. The number of high school
and college students involved has tripled to over
three million since 1990.

Among those three million cheerleaders are the
members of UAHS’ cheerleading competition
squad, coached by Christine Hayes and
Amy Gurr.

Freshman cheerleader Toshimi
Takamura said it bothers her when people
say cheerleading is not a sport because of
the grueling practices.

“Practices require a lot of endurance because
we go through the routine over and over again,”
Takamura said. “Doing all the jumps, tumbling and
yelling all at the same time is really tiring.”

Their hard work has led to nearly all first place
wins in major competitions, with the exception of
their first competition when they finished closely
behind two of their biggest rivals, Lakota East and
Lakota West.

Cheerleading meets the criteria for a sport
based on the definition of ‘sport’ alone: it has
rules, a competitive aspect and requires ob-
vious physical fitness. Anything that creates
the opportunity to be active and competi-
tive should be called a sport.
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Cheers through the Years...

source|Cheers And More, Inc.|

1890s    An organized all male cheerleading squad forms at

    University of Minnesota

1923     U of Minn. allows girls to join the squad and they

             begin to combine gymnastics in their cheers

1940s    America sends men to fight in WWII; since then, most

    cheerleaders are female

1972     Cheerleaders begin performing at womens sporting

    events in addition to mens

1978     The first collegiate cheerleading championships air on

             CBS

1979     The first National High School Cheerleading

    Championships are held

1983     The Nationals are aired on ESPN for the first time

2001     The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission

    reports that each year, nearly 25,000 cheerleading

    injuries require emergency care
�
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where: Belmont Building

Spring St. and Neil Ave.

when:  Jan. 31- May 2

hours:  Tue-Wed 11 a.m.- 6 p.m.

            Thu-Fri  11 a.m.- 9 p.m.

            Sat-Sun  12 p.m.- 6 p.m.

cost:     Free

T
The observer stands in the midst of scholars de-
bating the true meaning of the art work. Com-
plex shapes and colors inspire discussions. The
piece, the observer notes, is not a classic Da
Vinci or Michelangelo, but a cartoon.

Such artwork is on display at the Wexner
Center’s exhibit, Splat Boom Pow! The Influence
of Cartoons in Contemporary Art at the Belmont
Building of the Wexner Center Jan. 31-May 2.
The Wexner Center offers diverse exhibits
throughout the year, featuring films and dances
as well as traditional art. Splat Boom  Pow!
proves the Center’s exhibits are worthwhile.

The exhibition is divided into three sections:
Splat, Boom and Pow. Each section reveals sepa-
rate forms of illustration. The artwork in Splat
employs existing iconography—the use of fa-
miliar characters, objects and symbols. Pictures
of Batman, Flash and Captain Midnight start
the exhibit, which leads into the preceding
room where Jennifer Zackin’s Wonder Woman
Cosmos sits in the center. Figurines of Wonder
Woman fighting plastic army men, cowboys,
Indians, firemen and policemen are assembled
in resin. Zackin’s purpose was to incorporate a
super heroine into the Buddhist philosophy to
create a new dimension of the preexisting Won-
der Woman mythology.

Hanging behind Wonder Woman Cosmos is

�

|Allie D’Aurora|

Cartoons reach unexpected heights in

exhibit at Wexner Center’s Belmont Building

a large piece of black fabric. From a
distance, the material looks blank,
raising curiosity over its purpose. As
one approaches the fabric, the black
thread outline of the classic children’s
character Babar appears in Watch My
Back by Candida Alvarez.

Techniques and symbols of art-
work transform as the new section,
Boom, begins. Silkscreen printing
technology and enlarged Benday dots
divide artwork in this section. Benday dots,
named after American illustrator Benjamin Day,
use tiny dots of ink to form solid areas of color
and shading. This style provides an unusual way
of looking at the world, and is a treat for view-
ers. Roy Lichtenstein’s use of Benday dots in
Atom Burst makes his painting a perfect example
of this technique.

The use of dots to craft a larger image is not
limited to ink on paper. Liza Low uses glass beads
to construct her life-size Business Barbie. Thou-
sands of glass beads dress the Barbie, from her
purple and pink business suit with matching
pink shoes down to her accessories and French
manicure. The glass beads add to the piece by
implementing the Benday dot technique in a
unique way.

Existing iconography skills are aban-
doned in the Pow segment of the exhibi-
tion as artists devise their own icons to con-
vey their ideas. Stereotypes are addressed
in Roger Shimomura’s in Jap’s A Jap; #4,
while artist Kojo Griffin uses illus-
trations of stuffed animals to
show child abuse in his un-
titled piece.

Japanese styles of art such
as manga and anime are
implemented into the art
of Rachel Hecker and
Yoshitomo Nara. Manga
and anime are considered
high styles of art, which
reflect complex subjects,
yet appeal to audiences of
all ages. Hecker carved four
anime characters, which look similar to
teddy bears, from styrofoam and painted
them pink, blue, lavender and green.

Continuing the Japanese theme, Nara built two
Japanese children heads and set them upon one
another for Quiet, Quiet. The heads float in a
light green teacup sitting in a saucer.

Even after Splat Boom Pow! leaves Colum-
bus in May, there will be plenty of reasons to
return. The Wexner Center and the Wexner
Center Galleries display high-quality fine arts
all year. Lawrence Weiner’s Until It Is exhibit,
where viewers can learn about this artist’s mys-
terious text-based works, is ongoing at the Ohio
State Campus. Siebren Versteeg: Dynamic Rib-
bon Device & CC will be leaving May 24.
Through exposing the cloudy relationship
between entertainment, advertising and

news, Versteeg forces the viewer to ques-
tion the depth behind various
types of communication.

The Wexner Center’s close
proximity to Upper Arlington
makes it a convienient destination,
and Splat Boom Pow! provides the

perfect opportunity to take
advantage of what

this facility has
to offer.

B o o
m
Pow

Splat !

Roy Lichtenstein’s Atom Burst utilizes Benday dots, a technique

developed and named for Benjamin Day. This piece can be

found in the Boom section of the Wexner Center exhibit.

graphics courtesy|The Wexner Center|

Two styrofoam characters by Rachel Hecker

reflect the manga style of art. They can be found

in the exhibit’s Pow portion, the final section

of the show.
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Splat Boom Pow!
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“Did you see what happened on The O.C. last night?” students excitedly
ask each other every Thursday after the Fox series airs. The O.C. pre-
miered last summer and has since been proclaimed everything from “a
soap opera for teens” to “Beverly Hills, 90210 for this generation” by crit-
ics. The young, leading actors of the show can be spotted everywhere
from magazine covers and advertisements to music videos and talkshows.
It is safe to say that The O.C. is the newest teen television sensation.

The O.C. follows a group of prep-school teens around Orange County,
Calif. as they encounter obstacles inherent in high school life: relation-
ships, pressure to use illegal substances, and of course, the consequences
for such behaviors. The show’s stars  include actors Benjamin McKenzie
(Ryan Atwood), Mischa Barton (Marissa Cooper) and Adam Brody (Seth
Cohen).

Many students are keeping Wednesday evenings free just to catch new
episodes. Talk of The O.C. has nearly replaced the barrage of reality TV
over the past few years. But why do teenagers drool over this show? Be-
cause they relate to the characters, junior Kelly Buhr said.

“The characters on [the show] are around 16 and 17-years-old and
they go through the same things that viewers are going through,” Buhr
said. “They also experience some things that we wish we could experi-
ence, like living in oceanfront mansions and taking road trips to Mexico.”

As TV viewers everywhere have observed, when a show like The O.C.

comes along, it is difficult to predict whether it will fade out or go down
in entertainment history like Friends and Seinfeld. Senior Chris France
believes The O.C.’s popularity will last because it is fresh and exciting.

“Everyone is pretty much burned out on reality shows,” he said.  “It is
refreshing to have something new to watch besides Survivor or The Bachelor.”

Many devoted fans say that the show’s greatest quality is its suspense;
it keeps viewers guessing what will happen on the next week’s episode.
Some viewers visit web site spoilers to learn in advance what will occur,
Buhr said.

“The show is so suspenseful,” she said. “I can barely stand waiting a
week to find out what happens, but I would never want to ruin it for
myself by finding out in advance.”

Not all devoted fans have the self-control Buhr displays. France said
he has succumbed to the temptation to sneak peeks at the upcoming plot.

“I have gone to the web sites that reveal what happens in each epi-
sode until the end of this season,” France said. “I am kind of disappointed
that I ruined the show for myself, but I couldn’t take the suspense.”

Above all else, The O.C. accomplishes what many successful dramas
strive to do, Buhr said; it makes viewers wish their lives were more like
those of their favorite character.

“The show makes me want to move to Orange County,” she said.  “I
just can’t get enough!” �

|Chloe Tiberi|
OC

graphic courtesy|Fox Broadcasting Co.|

Central Ohio Newborn

Medicine, Inc.

300 E. Town Street

Suite 400

566-9683

FOX’s newest drama gains popularity among UAHS students
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The 2004 Talent Show’s decision to donate its
proceeds to needy children in Afghanistan is one
to be applauded. Students and the larger
community should realize opportunities to
help those in need, and science teacher Paul
Craft’s military assignment in Afghanistan is a
perfect example of such a realization.

Though the donation to needy children
halfway across the world shows the charitable
heart of UA students, it is unfortunate these
students will not have the opportunity to see the
impact of their contribution firsthand as they
have in previous years.

The 2003 Talent Show gave many students a
sense of empowerment and community spirit;
proceeds went to help one of their own: UA
junior Jennifer Borchert, who was fighting for
her life against cancer.

Junior Andrea Welling, who attended the 2003
Talent Show, told Norwester yearbook she liked
helping someone in the community. “We could see
the impact of what we were doing, and that made it
hit a lot closer to home,” she explained.

Similar feelings of community spirit followed

Emotional connections help students

realize value of charitable contributions

�

other Talent Show contributions, such as when
proceeds benefited Take It To The Streets, a
nonprofit organization in Columbus which
provides aid to the homeless. In-school teasers for
these Talent Shows included footage from
previous years showing UA students visiting the
homeless they helped, illustrating how students’
efforts were directly improving
the lives of people right here in
Ohio. Students watched as peers
made a personal connection
with people just like them,
separated only by circumstance.

It is invaluable for students
to see the impact of their
charitable contributions,
because it is through such
feedback that students will
realize the importance of
charitable donations throughout
their lives. Without this
feedback, students may fail to
see the import of their actions—
they may not realize how even

A
IB stupid? Columnist questions new program

An army of students march

stiffly into school under a

foreboding steel doorway.

Above their heads hangs a

plaque bearing the words,

“Welcome, Chosen Ones.”

Through a door at the other end

of the school, a crowd of

students stumble over a muddy

path, packs of angry dogs

nipping at their heels.�A

voice pipes in over the

intercom, declaring flatly and

repeatedly, “The individual

must bow to the machine. Embrace your fate.” The bell rings:

welcome to the newly divided Upper Arlington International

Baccalaureate High School ... and Upper Arlington High School.�

Much like Berlin before 1989, the IB wing of the building

is separated from the Regular school by a 10-foot-high wall

capped with barbed wire. Between class periods, old friends

separated by the system exchange notes and locks of hair. It

may sound like a stretch, but I’m convinced this high school’s

future with the IB program is bleak.

As if our school isn’t segregated enough through the existing

academic caste system, we’re about to add yet another rung to

the ladder. Consider your high school experience and ask

yourself, “When was the last time I had a class with Joe AP or

Jane Regular?” ... that’s what I thought. The regular students

will be locked in the basement with the other “undesirables.”

It seems to me IB was developed as a way for suburban and

private high schools to have something new to brag about. They

will measure their success by the number of individuality-stripped

androids their school turns produces each year. It’s hard to

imagine there was a time when we were content to judge school

districts based merely on Ohio Proficiency Test scores and the

number of National Merit Scholars. Thank you, IB.

The question is, which destroys more lives, SARS or IB?�Based

on the grotesque number of Internet forums and personal blogs

dedicated to its bashing, I would have to say IB wins. I can’t tell

you how many students on these sites lament the double

standard IB students must deal with from teachers, the long-

forgotten social life and the lack of sleep associated with the

program. What’s the point of high school if you’re robbed of the

necessary camaraderie created by slacking off with your peers?�

Mourn for the haggard IB student who no longer recog-

nizes the sun. Mourn for the “normal” student left behind in

the shuffle.�Mourn for the teacher whose passion is sucked

out and replaced by enslavement to “achievement.”

Luckily for me, I’m a senior, and as such will be liberated

from this nightmare before it begins. So long, suckahs!

�

|Joannie Colner|

editorial cartoon|Yeye Zhang|

�

moderate efforts at community service and charity
can make such a difference in our world.

Though the donation of 2004 Talent Show
proceeds to Afghani children is laudable,
students’ lack of firsthand experience with the
recipients will leave many students with little
realization of the contribution’s impact.

Perhaps in future years, at least a portion of
student-raised contributions should be directed
toward local causes, giving students an opportu-
nity to experience firsthand the impact of their
giving. Through this emotional tie, the charitable
act will transcend the specific event and become a
part of students’ larger worldview.
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IB: Inherently Beneficial?

Point Counterpoint

graphic|Yeye Zhang|

IB: Inherently Bogus?

T I
International Baccalaureate. The
phrase itself sounds pretentious.
Nevertheless, underneath the dismal
elitist lingo, the program possesses
merit. Critics of International
Baccalaureate claim the program will
undoubtedly create a rift within the
school, between the students who
follow the accelerated learning path
and those remaining in the
conventional course schedule. To
those critics, I ask what part of our
education has not and will not
separate our student body?

Since the days of naptime and
show-and-tell, children were separated
according to what teachers deemed
appropriate. The disruptive were isolated in Time Out, while the well-behaved
got gold stars.

When we finally learned to read and write, instead of praise and joyous
celebration, we endured the fate of the mighty divider. Spelling tests would
constitute a division within the class between the “average” and the

“exceptional.” The so-called average group would be asked to spell a nice
average word: rainbow. But, the exceptional children were forced to know
an exceptional word: onomatopoeia ... in the third grade. (I assure you,

this is a true story!)
In middle school, the wrath of separation surfaced

again: math class was a numbers game—a cruel
Darwinian ploy on unsuspecting students.
Consequently, if you didn’t memorize your
times tables or your sixth grade math teacher

didn’t like you, you were doomed to the
path of average. Otherwise, you
would be well on the way to
becoming the next Newton.

Finally, you arrive at the barren
doors of high school with the privilege of

choice. They let students choose which classes
to take? Sure, you ultimately have the choice, but

these choices are just a veiled fallacy, an illusion for
students, parents and teachers alike. When all throughout

your educational career you have been deemed “average” or
“exceptional,” who would not believe it. Students become mere pawns to
the prevailing force of habit.

The IB program will not erase nor exacerbate the divisions ingrained in the
education system. At best, the program may interest enough students to reject
tradition and halt the drudgery of habit.

Critics also suggest the IB program fosters the creation of soulless, heartless
androids that enter lesson after lesson in their mechanized brain. The goal of IB
is not to make mind-numbing robots out of students; rather, it is to provide
greater opportunities and preparation for college. Students are now offered a
philosophy course that dissects the process of thought for practical application,
more laboratory-based science courses, and art classes that provide one-on-one
consultations with experts in the field.

These opportunities are nonexistent in the current AP program, but they
are offered in the more diverse IB program. So, International Baccalaureate.
Pretentious? Perhaps. But harmful? No.

If you still think the program will result in the demise of humanity, then don’t
sign up. Unfortunately, this means you won’t get the shiny IB diploma.

|Guest Columnist
Smitha Nagaraja|

|Yeye Zhang|

� �

There are some things about UAHS
that I find strange. For example, the
constant personality tests and surveys
that swear my destiny is to be a cab
driver, or the fact that no one can
smell the cigarette smoke spewing
from the second-floor bathroom.
International Baccalaureate, while not
being on the same level as the
aforementioned examples, still
remains a bit absurd to me.

It amazes me that during a time of
massive budget cuts we still find the
resources necessary to institute a new
program at the high school. Don’t get
me wrong; I’m not some ultra-
conservative who shudders at change
implemented in our school, so long as

it betters the academic environment. I would be more than thrilled to see the
traditional puke-green walls disappear or have Stanley Steamer visit the carpet
of the East Cafeteria. Yet, the hyped arrival of the International Baccalaureate
system seems a little extreme and unnecessary for me to appreciate.

IB is structured for the last two years of the “high school experience.” It
is unfathomable to me how a sophomore can be held accountable for
scheduling decisions they make for their senior year. The fact is, high
school is a time for students to change and discover
their personality. This rigid two-year plan means
internal growth will wait until college, when perhaps
it is already too late.

There is always the argument that it is the
student’s choice to delve into IB; however, in a
society that considers GPA-sharing a recreational
activity, it does not always become the student’s
choice to enter the program. The superfluous
competitive spirit already present is only
bound to grow. In the process it may destroy
the confidence of students who are told
through their grades they aren’t good enough for IB.

Perhaps the most depressing aspect of International
Baccalaureate is its sheer esoteric nature. While IB provides
excellent opportunities for the students that are excelling in AP
programs, it only further distances the academic elite from the average
student. The school is spending valuable time and resources on this venture to
revamp the school curriculum, but the improvements will only benefit 10
percent of the student body, while the rest is left in the dust. The International
Baccalaureate Organization’s web site claims its program is aimed at getting
students into the world’s top universities; does this mean the leftover 90
percent is denied the opportunity to enter these “premier universities?” Yes,
because as the administration’s focus shifts to the academically inclined, it
ignores the average student. Besides, UA students have never had a problem
being admitted to some of the nation’s best colleges. And who exactly needs
yet another, more challenging pre-collegiate experience, when the post-
secondary option already exists to give students an opportunity to experience
education on a higher level?

All I am left with is more unanswered questions; fortunately, this
whole issue is of little relevance to me though. It doesn’t really matter if I
understand the reasons behind implementing IB as I will be off to college
or pursuing the cab-driving career that awaits me before the school adjusts
to the upheaval that looms.
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Letters to
the editor

Superintendent Schaefer praises Jan. 22

Arlingtonian story ‘Depressing Stereotypes’

I just saw your web site and wanted to
congratulate you on a great job. I was editor-
in-chief of the Arlingtonian from 1969-70, so
that was more than 30 years ago!

In case you are interested, this is how we
put out the Arlingtonian back then—we had
about four manual typewriters and one
electric typewriter in our staff room.
Absolutely NO word processors or computers
at that time!

We typed up our stories, then sent them
with a hand-drawn layout sheet to a
professional printer. He set the type (lead
type) and my managing editor and I had to
check the draft pages for errors. We could only
make changes if the printer had caused the
error, or if we had made a grave mistake of
some type (wrong name or something like
that). If we made a change based upon our
own error, it was very expensive.

Oh—and we got into hassles with the
administration all the time. They thought we
were “too negative,” so they “encouraged” us
to print “happier” stories than the ones we
were actually printing. For example, we
printed a special issue on the environment
because 1970 was the first Earth Day. The
principal could not understand why we were
paying attention to issues like that; we should
just be writing about school activities!

Sometime that spring, the issue of “open
housing” in Upper Arlington was in the news.

Arlingtonian former editor encourages

staff, relates previous experiences

Nothing cheers me up more than a musical
journey to the ends of the earth and far beyond.
When I sat down last month and read the
Arlingtonian issue on depression, it occurred to me
that I have stumbled upon an incredible solution
to this daunting condition. I would invite the
entire student body, and especially those who are
feeling blue, to join the band Camelback
Cinema on their musical journey come
Sunday, March 14.

The event will be a “rock spectacle”
unknown to the corridors of our fine
auditorium, and I can assure you that this is one
event you would regret missing. Camelback
Cinema has released two studio albums, and the
recording of this event will be released as their
third and final album. All of the music on the
album will be completely new and original
material, and on top of this, 24 members of the
Upper Arlington Symphony Strings orchestra
will be featured in every song. Senior Jason
Shough composed the entire symphony for his
Senior Thesis, and the pieces will be conducted
by John Deliman. All proceeds will go to the
Mexico Mission Trip; they will be used to fund
need-based scholarships for potential trip
participants, as well as to help a Tijuana-based
orphanage build new facilities. Tickets will be
on sale during lunch Wednesday, March 10
through Friday, March 12, for the bargain price
of $5. There is a chance that the show will sell
out quickly, so I suggest you purchase your
tickets early or call 451-2528 to reserve your
seats via will call. This modern “rock opera”
will be an incredible event, whether or not you
are suffering from depression, and I would
advise you to enjoy this unique experience.

Senior Eric Connor
Bass guitarist, Camelback Cinema

Camelback Cinema invites students

to never-before-seen ‘rock spectacle’

“Open housing” was basically a euphemism for
“anyone who isn’t white,” because UA was
VERY white at the time. We published an
editorial in favor of open housing, saying that
bringing diversity to Upper Arlington would
be advantageous to all of us. The evening of
the day the editorial appeared, a small white
cross soaked in gasoline was burned in my
front yard!

I now live and work near Washington, DC.
Although our Arlingtonian staff members of
those days went their separate ways, several of
us have found one another on the Internet
and keep in touch now sporadically.

Anyway—just wanted to encourage you
guys to keep doing what you’re doing, and
have fun with it!

Lynn Halverson
Arlingtonian editor 1969-70

I
I would like to compliment you and the entire
Arlingtonian staff for the very professional and
out in the open way you dealt with the topic
of depression. The issue of depression is a
major issue for both students and adults. If
your article encourages any one adult or
teenager to seek help you have fulfilled one of
the most important roles of the Arlingtonian—
that of discussing issues of concern to your
audience. Implicit in that discussion was the
encouragement to the individual to seek
help of professionals and the support of
family, friends and the teachers around
them. Keep up the excellent reporting and
timely topics.

William F. Schaefer III, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools

At UAHS, students have partial blocked
scheduling for two of their classes. For one
semester, one class is taken for two periods
while the other class is not taken. The next
semester, the classes are switched. Another
choice for blocked class scheduling is AB
blocked class scheduling, which is not
available at the school. In AB blocked class
scheduling, the two blocked classes are
switched every other day.

We should have AB blocked classes instead
of partial blocked classes at UAHS.

A study conducted by John Pisapia, a
member of the American Education Research
Association, said that “increases in Scholastic
Aptitude Test scores were greater for students in
[AB] block schedules than for students in
[partial] block schedules.” *

One negative part of partial blocked
scheduling is that students get only one night to
finish homework for the blocked class. This
only adds to the large homework load that
students already have. AB blocked class
scheduling helps ease the homework load
because classes meet every other day. *

Another negative part of partial blocked
scheduling is that there are time gaps. In Upper
Arlington’s blocked class system, a language
class is a blocked class. This is difficult for
students because they do not have the language
for half the year and they struggle with ‘re-
learning’ the language the following year.
Though there is help on the UAHS web site to
stay up to date with languages, they cannot post
everything that students have learned before
that point. With an AB blocked class
scheduling, the problem of a vast time gap
between classes is eliminated. *

A positive affect of AB blocked class
scheduling is that it is a college-model schedule.
This is beneficial to students because, according
to the school web site, 90-plus percent of
graduates of UAHS attend four-year colleges.
Colleges have more of an AB blocked class
scheduling than a partial blocked class
scheduling. The classes are for longer periods of
time and students do not see the same teacher
for continuous days in a row.

According to the Center for Applied Research
and Educational Improvement in the University of
Minnesota, Ohio has the second highest number
of schools to use AB blocked class scheduling in
the United States. UAHS should follow these
schools’ lead starting the next school year. AB
blocked class scheduling is more beneficial for
students than partial blocked scheduling, and the
change will be for the better.

Freshman Renee Ogaki
* Portions of this letter were omitted due to space constraints

Student suggests AB blocked scheduling

in place of current system



a r l i n g t o n i a nmarch 5, 2004 23

voice

O

Arlingtonian is  a student-produced
newsmagazine published approximately
every four  weeks by Journal i sm I I I -A
students at Upper Arlington High School.

The publication has been established as
a public forum for student expression and for
the discussion of issues of concern to its
audience. It  wil l  not be rev iewed or
restrained by school officials prior to
publication or distribution.

S ince  Ar l ington ian  i s  a  forum for
student expression, the editorial board,
which consists of the staff’s top editors,
wi l l  determine  the  content  o f  the
newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials;
therefore, material may not necessarily
reflect the opinions or policies of Upper
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from the

Over the past summer, we spent many weeks
tinkering with the publication to improve its appeal.
Along with page designs, font choices and rotation
schedules, we invented a slogan to encompass our
year’s mission: to create an appealing newsmagazine
both visually and in content, that informs and
involves UA students and the community. We
wanted Arlingtonian to have a theme to reflect our
creed, that pertained directly to the high school,
itself, and succinctly encompassed our goal. After
clever rhymes and catchy mottos (we especially
enjoyed “Writing on the edge”), we decided on the
simplest of them all: The Students’ Voice.

Our motto was reflected in the staff’s decision to
focus on depression in the last issue, a topic that
deeply affects many students. This issue, which
touches upon such topics as IB, Family Guy, and the
upcoming talent show, also aims to follow our creed.
Arlingtonian’s focus on IB created more than a
pragmatic guide for students interested in the
program; it allows students the opportunity to
express their opinion on IB implementation. We
published guest columns, which let students voice
favor or opposition to the district’s decision to install
this new program. Since students will be the ones
writing the 4000-word extended essay and attempt-
ing to fulfill the IB diploma requirements, they
should have the opportunity to express their voice

|Tasha Manoranjan & Jess Williams|

Arlington school officials.
Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor,

guest columns and news releases from faculty,
administrators, community residents, students
and the general public.

The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the
right to withhold a letter or column and return
it for more information if it determines the piece
contains items of unprotected speech as defined
by this policy.

As a public forum, all letters and columns
meeting the above criteria will be posted in full
on the Arlingtonian web site. They can be
viewed at www.arlingtonian.com for a minimum
of four weeks.

Arlingtonian and its staff will strive to
publish only legally protected speech following

the legal definitions for libel, obscenity and
invasion of privacy. The staff will also refrain
from printing stories that create a material
disruption of school activities.

Because the Arlingtonian staff wil l
determine content of the publication, it will
therefore also take complete legal and
financial responsibility for what is printed.

Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a
story solely on the basis of possible dissent
or controversy.

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays
all printing and production costs through
advertising sales, subscription sales and
other fundraisers.

The editor or co-editors shall interpret
and enforce this editorial policy.

arlingtonian

editors
Letters to editor appreciated

for recognition of staff,

content, publication

in its implemenation.
The students’ voice was also revealed in a

gratifying number of letters to the editor from
students in response to our Jan. 22 Arlingtonian. This
proved to our staff that we are truly impacting the
community, and our publication is achieving its
year-long goal.

Each letter proves one more person recognizes the
value of our publication, and the value of their
response. This exchange of ideas is entirely what our
publication is about. As an open forum, Arlingtonian
exists as a welcoming place for students’ thoughts and
concerns. Unfortunately, we were limited in the space
of our magazine and were unable to publish all the
letters we received. However, they are all posted on
our web site at www.arlingtonian.com. Please visit
our site and read the responses of fellow students and
community members.

We truly appreciate your feedback. Please
continue this uplifting trend by e-mailing your
thoughts, story ideas, worries or whims to
arlingtonians@yahoo.com.
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