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The Beginning of IB:
Before its implementation,
students, teachers prepare for
International Baccalaureate rigor
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his year’s summer reading program
has brought many changes and,
teachers hope, improvements from its predecessor. Listening to students’ concerns
from the 2003 program, the 2004 summer reading program is now more tailored
to individual students. There is a different
required book for each grade level, a wider
selection of choice books for all grades, and
more integration with the curriculum.
Upon return to school, students will
take a quiz and participate in an activity
based on each book during the ﬁrst week
of school, language arts teacher Alison
McPherson said.
“There will be an assortment of activities, depending on the teacher, [such as]
writing extensions, writing prompts, and
group work. It depends on the book that
they read, and the content of that book,”
McPherson said. “In addition, the books
will relate thematically to work done in
the course. The idea is to refer back to

SuperGames provides
freshmen with bonding time
by Kaitlyn Williams

F

or the ﬁfth consecutive year, multitudes
of freshmen, their mentors and police ofﬁcers converged upon the UAHS practice
football ﬁeld. The Freshman SuperGames,
held Aug. 16, offered a chance for incoming
freshmen to bond while slipping down the
giant inﬂatable slide, playing tug-of-war and
slurping Sno Cones.
Principal Kip Greenhill said the event
helps students from Hastings Middle School,
Jones Middle School and neighboring private
schools merge into one class.
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by Daniel Merritt

them and make connections with books we
read throughout the year.”
For the choice books, each language arts
teacher was responsible for reading one book,
then preparinge a quiz and activity for it. Any
student who read that book will take this quiz,
and the language arts teachers can use the activities in their classes, as needed.
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GAME ON: Freshmen race on an inﬂatable slide.
The games included a number of different inﬂatable games,

“[The SuperGames are] a good opportunity for students from the middle
schools to come together,” he said.
Greenhill also said the activities aid in
building a school community.
“Anything that helps connect people
to the school is important,” he said. “Anonymity is what we want to avoid.”
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Online parody pokes fun at presidential candidates
by Kaitlyn Williams

T

ired of the seriousness of the presidential election? Searching for something a bit more humorous than campaign coverage of Bush and Kerry traipsing
through Ohio? For a dose of comedy, visit
http://www.jabjab.com to hear a slightly
skewed version of the Woody Guthrie song
“This Land Is Your Land” just in time for
the presidential election. The online parody,
created by brothers Gregg and Evan Spiridellis, equally lampoons President George
W. Bush and Democratic challenger John
Kerry; the site has grown popular among
Americans from both parties since its debut
in early July.
The cartoon opens with a cartoonish
Bush singing the familiar “This land is
your land” while labeling Massachusetts
on a map; he butchers the spelling of the
state’s name while scrawling it with a crayon. Bush continues, singing, “This land is
my land,” and proudly pointing to Texas,
identified by the label “Don’t Mess With
Texas.” Yet the short pokes fun at both
candidates, also showing Kerry designating “your land” as a Texas trailer park and
“my land” as a lavish mansion.
According to a July 29 Los Angeles Times
article by Gayle Pollard-Terry, the site received 5 million hits within one week of the
video’s release.
Senior Ben McCombs, whose family
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Which do you prefer
watching: the X-games
or the Olympics?
I prefer the competition in the Olympics.

land is
land

Answer

showed him the cartoon, said he attributes
the popularity of the site to its appeal to
both Bush and Kerry supporters.
“The cartoon is non-partisan; it’s funny
on both sides,” McCombs said. “If you don’t
like Bush, there’s Bush stuff, and if you
don’t like Kerry, there’s Kerry stuff.”
Senior Hannah Oliver also said because
the cartoon offers insults for both candidates, both sides can ﬁnd reason to enjoy it.
Kerry supporters can call the cartoon antiBush and Bush supporters can call the cartoon anti-Kerry, she said.
“It makes things even by making fun of
both sides,” she said.
Humor in a time when the nation’s spirits are down is another reason the cartoon
has gained such popularity, Oliver said.
“I think people are spent from the war and
the presidential campaign; they just want to
laugh,” she said. “The cartoon makes fun of
the things everyone talks about, so it makes
people laugh.”
McCombs said despite the insulting lyrics and sometimes-distasteful word choices,
he does not ﬁnd the cartoon offensive at all.
“It’s just stuff that a lot of people joke
around about—Kerry with his three purple
hearts and how Bush can’t speak,” he said.
“I think it’s funny.”
However, not all people ﬁnd the cartoon
funny, including Ludlow Music, the copy-

What’s your favorite Olympic event?
Archery. I used to do it.
What Olympic sport would
you like to compete in?
Diving. I used to dive, I’ve always
liked it.
Is there any sport you don’t play?
Badminton.
If you were a betting man,
who would you throw
your money on to win the
most gold medals?
The Chinese.
Not the United States?
The Chinese are very well-rounded in everything they do—gymnastics, swimming.
Thanks for being a good sport.
right holders of Guthrie’s song. According
to an August 4, 2004 Globe and Mail article by Simon Houpt, Ludlow Music asked
Jib Jab Media to pull the cartoon from
the Internet and to provide an account of
all incomes from the parody, claiming the
Spiridellis brothers used the song without
permission. However, the Electronic Freedom Frontier web site states the organization has ﬁled suit to protect Jib Jab Media,
claiming the parody is fair use and breaks no
copyright laws.
McCombs also disagrees with the lawsuit
and said the copyright holders are only suing in response to the overwhelming popularity of the parody.
“You know the cartoon is popular because the writers are being sued,” he said.
“If only a few people had seen it, nothing
would have been done about it.”
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Students, teachers prepare during summer months for
implementation of International Baccalaureate program
by Stephanie Hummel

Stacked
Stats

aJuniors seeking IB diplomas: 58
aJuniors taking IB classes: 100
aIB classes being taught this year: 38
aTeachers teaching an IB course: 19
aExpected student-body IB involvement: 20-25%
aGoal for future student-body IB involvement: 50%
aStudents taking at least one IB course this year: 30%
SOURCE:
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mer to discuss how IB will be taught, and to
establish guidelines for the curriculum.
“We have structured our classes somewhat differently so that we can
give students the opportunity to research and choose
the topic for their [IB]
required presentation
early in the semester,”
Fellinger said.
Since IB stresses the
use of current media,
such as newspapers
and magazines, to
assimilate students
into their chosen
second language,
Fellinger said the
teachers spent some
of their time choosing relevant items to use in
their respective classes, although she said this
activity is a normal undertaking for UA’s global
language teachers before every school year.
“In preparing for the IB classes, the global
language teachers have searched for new current reading materials, but this is something
we constantly do,” she said.
All of the global language teachers have
also taken an IB course, which Fellinger said
helped her better understand IB’s doctrine.
“We learned more about the IB philosophy and goals, and we looked at and discussed materials that other IB teachers have
used,” she said. “[We also] looked at sample
assessments from previous years and graded
sample assessments.”
Although the Atlanta, Georgia training
camp Fellinger attended in June was strenuous in its instruction of the IB method, Fellinger said it helped clarify for her how to approach her IB class.
“This was an intense training, but it gave
me a better framework from which to work
as I prepared for my class,” she said.
GRAPHIC BY EMILY TEACH

fore the start of the school year.
While students enrolled in IB are gearing
up for what will be a new method of instruction, many teachers also spent
the summer preparing to
teach IB.
Principal Kip Greenhill
said that all but three of the IB
teachers attended the training workshops in Canada,
California, New York,
Florida, or Georgia, and
every teacher necessary
will be prepared to teach
IB when school starts.
Greenhill also said the teachers responded well to the workshops, and the response across the board
was positive.
“Every teacher has seen the programs as
beneﬁcial,” Greenhill said. “I have heard no
criticisms.”
German teacher Tricia Fellinger, who will
be teaching IB German, met often with all the
other global language teachers over the sum-
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T

he implementation of the new International Baccalaureate program
may seem like a big change for some
students and teachers on the ﬁrst day of
school, but many have already had a long
time to prepare for its beginning. The summer months were not just ﬁlled with fun and
relaxation for those who had to work to get
ready for IB.
While most students had only two summer-reading books to worry about, students
enrolled in the IB diploma program had extra packets and reading material to cover before the beginning of the school year. These
students weren’t alone; many teachers also
attended training programs and held regular
meetings to prepare for the introduction of
the IB program.
Junior Isha Dandavate, an IB diploma
candidate, said IB preparation added signiﬁcantly to her workload over the summer.
Dandavate had to read “East of Eden,” by
John Steinbeck, and write four journals on
each of the four sections of the book. She also
had to complete a 12-page math packet be-
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UA students prepare for IB rigor at MIT Pre-IB camp
by Sara Mitchell

T

BAILEY CAPELLE

hough some students limited the
preparation of the International
Baccalaureate program to their
summer reading books, others took
more pro-active measures to insure
their success in the program. One such
student was junior Adam Ballheim, the
son of UAHS IB coordinator Cynthia
Ballheim. He attended a three-week PreIB camp this summer held at Harvard
and MIT to prepare for the upcoming
school year.
The Pre-IB camp program, sponsored
by Oxford Study Courses, holds sessions
at both Harvard College in Boston and
Oxford University in England. Participants
attended daily classes which focused on a
variety of subjects geared to provide them
with an IB foundation.
Ballheim, along with junior Autumn
West, took two required core courses:
math and English. Along with the two core
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After the training camps, the global language
teachers took time during the summer to establish the groundwork of Global Language IB.
“This summer, all the Global Language
IB teachers met both within their language
groups and as a department for a few days to
work on curriculum and to discuss any common issues or concerns,” Fellinger said.
Fellinger is excited about the opportunities teaching IB
will give to her, as well as to the students.
“I’m looking at teaching IB German as
teaching the ﬁnal level of German since I’ll
have students with different plans, not just
students getting the IB diploma,” Fellinger
said. “This is a fantastic level of language to
teach, because I get to witness how much
progress students have made over four or
more years of learning the language.”
This level of German also distinguishes between students who truly love the language,
as opposed to those who take it purely to satisfy the requirements of the school, she said.
“The students in this class tend to love
German, and many plan to major or minor
in German [later in college],” Fellinger said.
“I’m just as excited about teaching IB as I
have always been about teaching Level V.”
Fellinger said the inspirational testimonials
delivered by IB graduates at the Atlanta training camp sold her on the
program.
“They were so enthusiastic about the program, and although they
said it was the most challenging thing they had
ever done, they also said
it was the best thing they
had ever done in their
life,” she said. “This is
what it’s all about.”
Fellinger sees this ﬁrst year of IB as the
start of a long-running institution.
“This school year is going to be an interesting one for all of us, both teachers and students,”
Fellinger said. “I think the ﬁrst year will be one of
becoming familiar with matters such as IB policies, requirements, and assessment.”
So as the school year at UAHS slowly winds up—
with the return of students and faculty, as well as
the distribution of books and the payment of annual
course fees—UA’s IB program begins its inaugural
implementation, and only time will tell how it will
be received by both students and staff.

OVERLOAD: Students struggle under the
load of books required for their classes as
they pick up their books for the term. The IB
curriculum is known for its academic rigor.
courses, students also took a Theory of
Knowledge course, as well as a science and
history course.
“I took courses that corresponded
to the classes I’ll be taking this year. For
example, I’m taking biology class next
year, so I took a class helping me prepare
for biology,” West said. “The most helpful
class [for me] was deﬁnitely economics
because I had such a limited knowledge

of the subject
before taking the
course and I had a
great teacher, so I
felt like I learned
quite a bit.”
The
camp,
which started on
July 3 and ended
Junior
July 24, revolved
entirely around
Autumn West
IB
preparation.
The students spent a majority of their
time studying and researching for their
classes. A key course at the camp was
a study and research class that taught
the students study methods that will
be useful to them throughout their IB
careers, according to the Oxford Course
Study web site.
When the students were not in class
or at the library, they stayed at Harvard
University. Every morning, students were
transported to MIT for their classes.
At MIT, the daily schedule was similar
to an average school day. Students were in
class from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.When not in class,
students had time for lunch in addition to
one free period.
After their seven-hour school day,
the students returned to their dorms to
concentrate on their studies.
“The amount of homework every night
varied. Some nights we would just have a
page of math problems, but at one point
we had two research papers due on top
of the normal work. Overall, it was pretty
reasonable, ranging anywhere from one to
three hours per night,” West said.
Students also had time to visit Boston
after ﬁnishing their assignments. West and
her fellow students took advantage of this
opportunity to explore the city.
After three weeks of hard work and
intense studying, West said she now feels
more prepared for the IB work at UA. She
said the experience was truly worthwhile
and productive.
“I feel a lot more prepared for the next
two years,” West said. “The teachers gave
us a good idea of what to expect in the IB
program, like how much work is expected,
how the exams are conducted and graded,
and how to review for exams.”
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Your front row seats to fall
sports scene action

BAILEY CAPELLE

C

oming back to school means
many different things. To some,
it means raising the ol’ GPA one
last time before applying to colleges. To
others, it means it is time for high school
football Fridays and Buckeye Saturdays.
For one person though, it means both.
Upper Arlington’s 6-foot-1-inch, 185
pound quarterback is not new to this
game we know as football. In fact, senior Andy Means has been playing the
sport since the third grade. Means made
it onto the varsity squad his sophomore
year and shadowed former QB Mike
Maciejowski for two years, knowing his
time and hard work would eventually
pay off.
“I think it’s all worth it in the end,”
Means said.
The quarterback will be one of many
fall athletes who will have scouts critiquing their performance on and off the
ﬁeld. He said he is interested in continuing football in college but thinks big
schools only recruit the 6-foot-4-inch
quarterbacks.
Along with being quite the athlete,
Means also likes to consider himself
a scholar. Always challenging himself
academically, Means’ academic prowess
has granted him other opportunities to
play football in college. Means has been
looking at several Ivy League schools and
was invited to some senior combines
this summer—a series of drills used to
compare players’ abilities.
“Right now my favorite is Harvard,
but I like Penn and Yale as well,” he said.
With a demanding academic and
sports schedule, one might wonder how
Means still ﬁnds time to prepare for college. But before he begins to look at any
colleges or work toward that 4.0 GPA,
he plans to pass around the pigskin under the Friday-night lights.
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by Luc Nutter

spectators’

UPPER RIGHT: Trying to break the line,
varsity football players run drills during the
unusually cool weather of August to get
into shape and prepare for the long season
ahead.
ABOVE: From left to right, seniors Megan
Couling, Alexandra Shaw and Maggie
Germain casually levitate above the new
ﬁeld during cheerleading practice. See the
cheerleaders at the ﬁrst home football game
Friday, Aug. 27 against Bishop Watterson.
RIGHT: Senior Lizzy Allison returns a serve
during practice. The tennis Bears’ preparation for another state title is well underway.
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This summer, away from Will Smith
Some ﬁlms stayed under the radar in the harsh face of the summer blockbuster

Spring, Summer, Fall, Winter...and Spring

Coffee and Cigarettes

Spring is about the cycle of life. It is a simple story about a boy
who lives with a Buddhist monk. The boy learns many lessons
throughout the ﬁlm, and once the mentor serves his purpose, he is
no longer needed.
The ﬁlm is separated into ﬁve segments, divided as the title suggests. But it is not just a year
in the boy’s life, the ﬁlm
spans his entire lifetime.
Though some will find
the film slow because of its
meditative pace, this is deliberate. The boy is learning the lessons of Buddhism, and the film shows
us it cannot be learned in a
tutorial, for it takes a lifetime. However some of the lessons are more interestingly taught
than others.
Spring is very powerful and thought-provoking in a way not usually seen at the movies. It makes audience members reﬂect on their
lives instead of questioning them. A–

The plot line for
each short ﬁlm in
this anthology is
simple: a few people
chatting over coffee
and cigarettes. Most
short ﬁlm anthology
ﬁlms suffer from one
problem: some of
the shorts are better
than others. Coffee and Cigarettes is no different.
The best two segments are the ones featuring Alfred Molina (Spider-Man 2) and Bill Murray. Molina plays a very pathetic version of
himself, scarring the reserved Steve Coogan. And Murray’s ad-libbing, of course, is hilarious. Unfortunately, about four of the eleven
shorts just fall ﬂat.
However, this film is worth seeing—even normal movies have
some bad scenes, you just do not always notice. But if an entire
short film is bad, it is very noticeable. If you can sit through the
mediocre shorts, it will be worth it when you see the brilliant
ones. B+
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After nine years of waiting, director Richard Linklater (School of
Rock) has ﬁnally given us Jesse and Celine’s second chapter. Back in
1995, Ethan Hawke and Julie
Delpy starred in the brilliant but
little seen Before Sunrise. I suggest
renting it before seeing this follow-up, but it is not absolutely
necessary.
Sunset catches Jesse (Hawke)
and Celine (Delpy) while they
enjoy their ﬁrst meeting (by
chance, again) in nine years.
They wander through Paris discussing politics, religion, life and
death. Each discussion carries a subtext, though. Both characters are
secretly asking each other, “Do you still love me?” Sunset, like its
predecessor, has a lot of talking. Interestingly, the ﬁlm takes place
in real time—so it is basically an 80-minute conversation—but not a
second of it is boring.
Before Sunset is one of those rare romance movies that is actually
believable, interesting and intelligent. Linklater created a romance
where the characters are not Romantics. The ﬁlm does not feel like a
chick ﬂick; it just feels real. A

UNITED ARTISTS

Trust me: if you do not see this movie, you will feel left out. Dynamite has been playing to sold out crowds (ﬁlled with UA students)
for months. Catch-phrases will be ﬁlling the halls and rightly so; the
ﬁlm is absolutely hysterical.
Jon Heder, who plays the title character, is a comic genius.
The first shot of the film features Napoleon (Heder) standing in
his front yard looking off into the distance. His clothes, his body
language, and the goofy look on his face generate laughs from the
audience. And he has not
even spoken yet.
Heder has a special gift
in that, as Napoleon, no
matter what he does or
says it is funny. And while
we are often laughing at
Napoleon, instead of with
him, we still end up caring about what happens to him.
Co-writer/director Jared Hess (making his debut here) created a
cast of characters who are the kind of nerds that even nerds stay away
from. Unfortunately, Hess does not give them a plot to bloom in. But
they sure are fun to watch. A–
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Before Sunset
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Napoleon Dynamite
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Caution: Road work ahead
Construction surrounding school creates burden on students

B

right orange cones. Signs
blazing the words “Under
Construction.”
Tractors
and shovels. These are typical
sights on Zollinger, Mount Holyoke, Brandon, and Ridgeview
Roads—in other words, the roads
surrounding our school.
While the construction around
Renee Ogaki
the school will eventually beneﬁt the students and surrounding
community, the planning of the construction has turned the project
into more of a problem than an aid.
New pavements, curbs and gutters, as well as more streetlights, are
included in the project. The work started during the last week of school
last year. During this hectic week stuffed with exams, I was not amused
that I not only had to study frantically, but also had to ﬁnd another way
to school due to the construction. Starting the construction just a week
later would have been signiﬁcantly beneﬁcial to the students.
The construction was in the way for students attending summer
classes as well. I took summer Public Speaking, and every morning
there were mulitple complaints from my classmates about the con-

struction and how long it was taking. Some of my schoolmates were
also late to class due to the construction. If we have to suffer through
school during our summer break, then at least don’t make it difﬁcult
for students to actually get to the school.
It would be better if the construction ended by the end of the
summer. But is it just me, or is the construction looking far from
done? We are going to have to worry about the roads for who knows
how much longer. The construction has already congested trafﬁc at
the beginning of this school year, and students with cars must worry
about parking with the streets blocked off as well.
The construction has made the streets wider, and it is argued that
this will help students park much more easily and ease some of the
trafﬁc congestion in the mornings. We all know that parking has
always been a problem for students, and many rise early in the morning to park closer to the school. But if they are going to do construction to help us, then why don’t they just produce more parking lots?
Wider streets will not stop the punishment given to the students who
are just trying to get to school. Give us a break!
We already see enough of the bright colors from barrels, hard
hats, and “Caution” tape to go blind. The city should keep its construction schedule within time frames that will actually beneﬁt the
very people the construction is meant to help.

Uncivil action violates rights

A

sign of the times? In a
period when national
leaders are telling each
other to do anatomically impossible things and ﬁrst ladies
are losing their cool, the civility
of Americans is at a loss. The
dark side of politics has consumed even our small nook of
the world, Upper Arlington.
As the 2004 presidential
Sara Mitchell
election approaches, parents
and children alike take their
personal politics to a higher level. The people of Upper Arlington show their individual support in a variety of ways; from
bumper stickers and tee shirts to yard signs, everybody wants
their voice to be heard. But not everyone is willing to listen to
the voices of others.
For the last few months, a battle of yard signs has broken out
over “UA for Kerry” signs. Numerous signs have been mysteriously stolen from yards. Apparently, the signs have been in high
demand, but not only by Kerry supporters. “UA for Kerry” signs
have been popular amongst the non-law-abiding crowd as well,
and not just for them to put in their yard.The thieves’ motivation
may be unclear, but perhaps secretly all they really desire is to
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support Kerry as well.
Due to the fact that the secret supporters are too embarrassed to ask for signs themselves, they resort to stealing as a
way to get their Kerry memorabilia. The secret society of Kerry
supporters has already taken around 150 yard signs, and the number is rising.
If the yard sign thieves’ goals are to capture all the signs in
Upper Arlington, they will never be able to succeed. Each time a
legitimate Kerry supporter’s sign is stolen, the victim receives a
new sign at no cost. Therefore, the jealous supporters will never
truly succeed in overtaking all the signs.
Yet the possibility lingers in the air that the thieves are not
even supporters at all. Rather, they are angry Bush supporters.
No matter what the sign thieves’ motives may be, through their
uncivil actions, they are suppressing the voices of the Kerry supporters throughout Upper Arlington. The thieves have denied
Kerry supporters of their freedom of expression, and in doing
so, they are no better than the heartless leaders who use poor
language and rude comments to express their emotions.
The sign thieves are narrow-minded and their acts are destructive, slowly breaking down the community of Upper Arlington
that prides itself on its sense of family and unity. As the bonds that
unite UA are threatened by the battle over lawn signs, we might
want to remember that our fair country was built on a deep desire
for freedom for all, including our freedom of expresion.
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