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With the election on its
way, both parties are heavily
campaigning to inﬂuence young
voters to elect their candidate
or promote volunteering.The
school is also under pressure to
pass this year’s levy in order to
keep budget cuts at a minimum.
This issue’s FOCUS discusses
the election and the effect it will
have on UA.
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Increase in enrollment causes packed hallways, shared lockers, tardy slips
by Kaitlyn Williams

T

he bell sounds. Students ﬂood into the halls, hustling towards ous years. The number of students in her government class surpasses
their next classes. Senior Mikey Starr rushes towards the top of the room’s maximum capacity—35 in a room with a maximum cathe stairs, anxious to get to his next class on time. Yet as he ar- pacity at 25—and many students are forced to be cramped into small
rives at the top step, he is lodged in a crowd of people pushing, shoving desks, she said.
and complaining. As he makes his way down the
Greenhill said nothing can be done to change situations similar to Dastairs, he is bumped and jostled and nearly falls
vidson’s because there is no place to put
forward into the dense crowd. At the
these additional students.
bottom of the stairs, the mass around
Freshman language arts teacher Alhim shufﬂes slowly, and he is stuck.
ison McPherson said most of her classes
The bell rings—late again. Classrooms
have nearly 30 students each. In the
and hallways do not just seem more
past, she said her class sizes averaged 25
crowded; they are more crowded.
or less students. She noted that while
The school housed 1,875 students in
ﬁve or more students in each class does not
2002-03, and 1,930 in 2003-04. This
seem like a huge increase, in the scope of
year there are approximately 2,010
four classes a day, the numbers add up.
students enrolled in UAHS, an increase of
In addition to having a classroom
over seven percent in just two years. The
crammed with desks and students,
additional number of students has creMcPherson said the additional students
GRAPHIC BY EMILY TEACH
ated more overcrowding in the hallways,
make giving each student individual attenamong other problems, senior Carrie Dation more difﬁcult.
vidson said.
“In a writing class, [having more students] makes it really tough,”
“I’ve noticed that the hallways are more crowded,” she said. “I feel she said. “When you have more students, there is less opportunity for
cramped and angry. It’s more difﬁcult to move from class to class, espe- one-on-one feedback. Also, more papers to grade means a longer turncially in the main hallway.”
around time before I get my papers back to my kids.”
Sophomore Jackie King said the congestion becomes worse in the
However, McPherson said she does not plan to change her grading
seemingly
shrunken
strategy because she wants to continue giving students thorhallways when so many
ough assessments.
people are trying to get
“I just have to manage my time efﬁciently,” she said. “I can’t
to the same places.
shortchange these kids. They deserve all my attention. I’m not
“It’s a hassle to get
comfortable saying ‘I’ll teach less writing.’ That’s not my phito classes, especially
losophy or any of my colleagues’ philosophies. But it will be a
going up the steps [in
challenge to get it all done.”
the main hallway],” she
The large class sizes can be attributed not only to the increased
said. “I have to stand
enrollment, but also to the school’s ﬁnancial situation, Greenhill
there, waiting for people
said. Though there is a need for more teachers, there is no money
to move; it’s irritating.”
to hire them.
The increased enroll“Even with all the cutbacks, [the school board] did give [the
Senior Carrie Davidson
ment has also caused a
high school] three additional staff members to try to keep up
surge in class sizes. Prinwith class sizes,” Greenhill said. “At the elementary and middle
cipal Kip Greenhill said
schools they had to cut positions.”
during the 2003-04 school year, few classes held over 25 students; howLarger class sizes will not change the classroom atmosphere, Greenever, this year, many classes exceed this number. He said the average size hill said. However, they will affect teacher feedback, especially on stufor a Geometry class is close to 30 studentss, and freshman English classes dent writing.
have well over 25 students.
“We laid off all the aides, so teachers have less planning or conferDavidson said all her classes seem to have more students than in previ- ence time and less time for grading. Writing develops critical-thinking

I’ve noticed that the hallways are more crowded...
It’s more difﬁcult to move
from class to class, especially in the main hallway.
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UA passes indoor smoking ban
by Kaitlyn Williams

T

he Columbus City Council snuffed out smoking in public places in June, and now many suburbs, including Upper Arlington, are following suit.
The UA City Council voted 6-1 Sept. 13 to ban smoking
in public areas, including private places open to the
public. The ban will begin to be enforced on Dec. 12.
According to a Sept. 15 Upper Arlington News story entitled “Snuffed Out,” smoking can still occur on outdoor
patios, as long as no windows or doors are open to the
interior. Exemptions are given to 20 percent of hotel
rooms, retail tobacco stores and family-owned businesses where the entire staff consists of rea of the owner. In
the article, council member Tim Rankin, who cast the
only dissenting vote, said the ban takes away businesses’
right to operate themselves and the choice of individuals to be in or work in a smoke-filled area.
First time offenders will be given a warning. Offenders will be charged with minor misdemeanors, which
require no jail time and a maximum fine of $150.
Bexley, Grandview Heights, Powell and Worthington
have similar bans in effect or bans that will be going into effect
soon. Columbus voters can still overturn the Columbus ban Nov.
2 by voting to reverse it.

October 8, 2004
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281 juniors applied for a spot
147 received a spot
134 did not receive a spot
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COMPILED BY
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Junior Lot

CAITLIN CRAIG AND CHRISSY HUMMEL

353 seniors applied for a spot
190 received a spot
163 did not receive a spot
118 spots were set aside for seniors who
applied for—but did not receive—a spot
in the junior lot in 2003
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from taxes, and more money is going to health care costs such as Medicare.
The state doesn’t have as much money to spend.”
Crowded hallways and classrooms are not the only problems that have
emerged from the swelling enrollment. King said she walks to lunch and
has noticed longer lines and more students at nearby restaurants since the
beginning of her freshman year.
“When I went to Big 10 [Subs] on the ﬁrst day [of school], I didn’t
even get lunch because the line was so long,” she said. “Lunch was already
crowded; now it’s deﬁnitely more crowded.”
An additional problem with the increase in enrollment is a lack of lockers.
UAHS secretary Judy Meyer said the high school holds 1,959 lockers, but
over 2,000 students. The school solved this dilemma by requesting some students share their lockers.
Starr, who volunteered to share his locker with a friend, said his locker
area is often crammed with people because many students with nearby
lockers are also sharing with one or more friends.
“Due to the locker shortage, many of my friends share in the same area,” he
said. “It’s very crowded and sometimes it’s hard to even get to my locker.”
Though these problems caused by an increased school population are irritating, Davidson said she acknowledges there is no way to change the situation
unless the number of students decreases.
“If it’s a space issue, there’s really nothing anyone can do about it,” she said.
“You can’t just randomly make wider hallways and bigger classrooms.”
The increase in students and the problems accompanying it will not disappear any time soon. Greenhill said UAHS will hold over 2,000 students for the
next couple of years.
The $7.5 million operating levy on the Nov. 2 ballot will only maintain the
current conditions at UAHS, not add more staff or resources, he said. (See related
story page 12.)
McPherson also stressed the importance of the levy.
“If the levy doesn’t pass, it will get worse,” she said. “The kids are going
to pay the price in instruction, and I don’t want that to happen.”

s

OVERLOAD: Students ﬂood a UAHS hallway during ﬁfth period. Student
enrollment has increased by over seven percent in the past two years.
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LINDSEY SWANSON

skills, and now writing will be included on the SAT and ACT. If class sizes
continue to grow and teachers don’t have time to grade writing, it will
affect students. And right now our school’s performance is at the highest
in school history.”
Increased class sizes, caused by a lack of funding, is a problem in many
school districts, not only UA, Greenhill said.
“This is a nationwide issue, not just in Upper Arlington,” he said. “State
revenues have declined across the country. States are getting less revenue
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Are you voting November 2?
Yes I am. It is an extremely critical election.

New opportunities abound for discerning students

If you weren’t 18, would you
actively participate in the
election process?

by Stephanie Hummel

I would become informed and probably
volunteer.

F
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clubs, prepare to steal the show in the Drum
Major club and show off their dance moves in
the Dance Dance Revolution club. While some
of these clubs began last year, only now can they
be found in the UAHS Bible: the Student Activities Handbook.
While these clubs cover a wide range of interests, and the political clubs even appear to
conﬂict in their goals, their aspirations to unite
the student body is the same. One might think
the Young Democrats
and the Young Independents clubs would
be at each other’s
throats over political
issues and policy, but
both seek to achieve
a forum for students
to express themselves.
Junior Catherine Shi,
spokesperson for the
Independents
club,
said the club was created to give students
a place to share their
thoughts and to decide
for themselves what
they believe.
“If we just get the
student body to think
twice about what they
believe in, we will have
accomplished something,” Shi said.
Intervention specialist Karen Carr, adviser for the Democrat
club, concurred.
KICKIN’ IT FOOTBALL STYLE: Nick Judy of Kickin’ It Live
“The mission of the
energizes the crowd in a promotion for the show. Kickin’ It
club
is to allow stuLive premiered in homeroom Sept. 10.
dents to get together

worth 1,000 words

or those who want to participate in a forum of deep and insightful political discussion—or conversely, for those who
want to freely exhibit their love of table
tennis—now you can! This school year marks
the premiere of a plethora of innovative new
clubs such as these.
Students can now express their love of Table
Tennis, share their political views in the Young
Democrats, Republicans, and Independents

If you were elected President,
what would be your ﬁrst act
in ofﬁce?
I would order my aides to play loud music
and dance in the Oval Ofﬁce.
Final thought: What are you going to do now that the Blue
Jackets are in a lockout?
I don’t know. I guess I’ll have to stay
home and cry and watch taped
reruns of games.

to discuss the issues we all face as Americans in
a nonpartisan manner,” Carr said.
Getting students to attend meetings is the
ﬁrst challenge these clubs face. The Democrats
club only had ﬁve members last year, and the
Independents had just over eight, according to
Carr and Shi.
Founder of the DDR club, sophomore Allie
Sayre, said about 30 students who heard about
the club through word-of-mouth have already
expressed interest in attending meetings.
Simply founding a new club is also a challenge. Those seeking to start a new club ﬁrst
need to ﬁnd a teacher to supervise them and at
least ten people need to sign a petition in support of the club. A proposal must then be submitted to assistant principal Jay Powell about
the club and then, according to Sayre, it is up
to him to decide.
Shi said there were several planning meetings
over the summer to discuss the direction of the
Young Independents club, as well as advertising.
“We are thinking of putting up ﬂiers of stereotyped people saying ‘Don’t label me,’” Shi said.
Carr said she used ﬂiers, TV announcements
and free pizza to lure people to club meetings,
which is how the club got off the ground. While
initiating a club might sound hard, it does not
entail that much work, Carr said.
October 8, 2004
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Popular acne medicine offers relief at a potentially serious cost
by Chrissy Hummel

Warning: Side effects may include dryness of the skin, lips and mouth, skin rash,
sensitivity to the sun, nose bleeds, bleeding and inﬂammation of the gums, pain in
the joints, fatigue, depression, psychosis, suicide ideation and attempts, aggressive/
violent behaviors, pseudotumor cerebri, acute pancreatitis, hearing impairment,
clinical hepatitis, inﬂammatory bowel disease, mineral density problems, hyperostosis,
premature epiphyseal closure, corneal opacities, decreased night vision and serious
birth defects, according to the Roche Drug Company.

Ansel said. “It’s really a case by case decision.”
Pediatrician Brad Dickson said the drug
concerns him, and he discourages acne treatment
in his practice.
“There are two reasons why I decide not to
prescribe [Accutane]: ﬁrst, there are ways to treat
acne that are just as effective; and second, the
safety issues associated [are too great],” he said.
One
prominent
organization,
the
Roaccutane Action Group, informs potential
early every medication comes with its had problems with it, but as long as you stay on patients and other people interested in the drug
share of side effects, but many feel that course and make sure you go to your checkups about the possible consequences. According to
Accutane, a prescription drug used to there shouldn’t be too much of a problem.”
the group’s research, Accutane, causing over
treat severe cases of acne, is associated with an
Accutane,
500
suicides/
alarmingly long list. With the drug’s increase in first
introduced
suicide attempts,
popularity over the past few years, the possible by the Roche
has the fourth
side effects of the drug have become an issue Drug Company in
highest number
among parents, patients and physicians.
1982, is effective
of
adverse
Sophomore Kevin Flannery, an Accutane in reducing acne
reactions
out
user, did not suffer from the psychological side by
decreasing
of all 500,000
effects associated with Accutane but he did the amount of oil
prescription
experience an overall loss of hearing for the produced by the oil
medications sold
duration of his therapy.
glands. Typically, it
in the United
“[It was] the worst thing that happened takes five months
States.
–Dermatologist Ann
to me on Accutane,” Flannery said. “It was to see full results,
Due to the
uncomfortable and annoying; I always felt like and according to
c
o
n
troversy
Zoretic Ansel
my ears were clogged.”
dermatologist Ann
surrounding
But not everyone on Accutane suffers Zoretic Ansel, Accutane is a very successful Accutane, the Food and Drug Administration
negative side effects. Sophomore Alexandra form of therapy.
has issued a number of reports on its side
Witter, a former Accutane user, said that her
“I would say that 75 to 85 percent of patients effects. While the reports have been helpful
doctor made the side effects very clear
do extremely well. Only 15 to 25 in informing the community of Accutane’s
before he allowed her to
percent will have trouble a year and a negative effects, members of the Roaccutane
even consider the
half later and some repeat treatment,” Action Group criticize the FDA for taking
medication.
Ansel said.
18 years to mandate a psychiatric warning
“[The
doctor]
Since the drug is so effective, it on the drug. The group states that the 200
gave me a booklet
can give relief to those who have Accutane-related suicides occuring from 1982
of what can happen
tried multiple forms of acne to 2002 could have been prevented if an
and how to get help,”
therapy without adequate warning had been required.
Witter said. “And,
success. Although
According to Roche’s ofﬁcial product
when you start taking it,
initially reserved information, many people have suffered to an
you have to see a doctor
for only those with extreme due to Accutane side effects. There are
and get your blood drawn
severe and nodular cases a number of anti-Accutane organizations and
every month [to check for
of acne, the drug’s efﬁciency Accutane help groups, such as the Accutane
abnormalities].”
has prompted many people Suicide Help Line.
EL
While she suffered from a
with mild and moderate cases
Despite the possible downside, Ansel said
HUMM
CHRISSY
IC BY
GRAPH
few milder side effects like dry
to ask for a prescription.
she feels that Accutane does more good than it
skin and chapped lips, Witter
Ansel said that she has prescribed the drug does harm, explaining her view that advanced
said that the results of the medication were well to moderate cases before, but only to those or special cases of acne require the unmatched
worth the temporary discomfort.
who had tried and failed with various other strength and efﬁciency of Accutane.
“I had taken so many other medications acne medications.
“I think that [Accutane] is a drug that has its
[that were] unresponsive; I’m much happier
“[The patient] may have been on [other forms place in acne therapy,” Ansel said. “It’s a wonderful
now,” Witter said. “I know that people have of] oral medication for years without results,” drug but it takes a lot of commitment.”

N

I think that [Accutane] is a drug
that has its place in acne therapy. It’s a wonderful drug but it
takes a lot of commitment.
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Many of your heroes have something
in common—they registered with
Selective Service. Registration is the
law for all men turning 18. Plus,
registration keeps you eligible for
government jobs, job training, and
college loans. So make the most
of your future. Visit WWW.SSS.
GOV or the post oﬃce to ﬁll out
a registration card today.

Ma Maison

JACK DʼAURORA
ATTORNEY AT LAW
OF COUNSEL

Interior Dorations

LUPER NEIDENTHAL & LOGAN
A Legal Professional Association
1200 LeVeque Tower
50 West Broad Street
Columbus, OH 43215
(614) 221-7663
Direct Dial (614) 229-4471
Fax (614) 464-2425
jdaurora@lnlattorneys.com

2066 Arlington Ave.
Phone 614.488.8084 Fax 614.488.8184

10% OFF

Carry Out Dinner Orders
SUNDAY BUFFET $10.50
From 11 a.m. — 8 p.m.
(35 Authentic Chinese Items)

PAN ASIAN CHINESE
RESTAURANT
BY GRUMPY GOURMET
(NO M.S.G. ADDED)
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HOURS:
Mon - Thurs : 11 am
a.m.- -1010pm
p.m.
Fri - Sat
: 11 am
a.m.- -10:30
10:30pm
p.m.
Sun
: 11 am
a.m.- -9:30
9:30pm
p.m.
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Root of It

Federal and local elections stress grassroots campaigning
by Daniel Merritt, Sara Mitchell and Renee Ogaki, Graphics by Emily Teach

S

uper Tuesday, Nov. 2, 2004, marks not only one of the most
critical presidential elections of this generation, but it is also
the day that will determine the future of UAHS. Every student
will be impacted by the levy decision, and on a larger scale, by the
economic, social and foreign policy decisions of our President over
the next four years. Though most UAHS students will not be old
enough to vote this November, both the presidential election and
the levy vote will be heavily inﬂuenced by grassroots campaigns
involving all ages.

Presenting the President
Everyone has heard a thousand factors that could have changed the
outcome of Florida and the election in 2000: extra get-out-the-vote
drives, one more speech, better ballots, a lack of third-party candidates.
But an often ignored factor is that a high school senior class could have
been just large enough to sway the election in Florida, which was decided
by a margin of only 537 votes. Even younger students who were not
eligible to vote could have served as much-needed volunteers for phone
banks, door-to-door canvassing and voter-registration drives.
With the 2004 presidential election expected to also be decided by
October 8, 2004

the smallest of margins, both parties have been trying to organize and
mobilize high school students and other groups that do not traditionally
play a major role in politics. Young voters certainly ﬁt that role. According
to a study conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, turnout among eligible
voters aged 18-24 in the 2000 presidential election was only 36 percent,
compared to 63 percent of eligible voters of age 25 or over.
Both party’s campaign groups have been reaching out to young voters.
Executive Director of the Ohio Republican Party Chris McNulty and Christen Young, one of four ﬁeld organizers for the Kerry Campaign in Franklin County, recently visited AP Government classes to encourage seniors
to become involved in this year’s election. They offered opportunities from
volunteering at local events to interning at county political bases.
These efforts are particularly important and prevalent in Ohio.
Herb Asher, a professor of political science at Ohio State University,
said Franklin County has the potential to be one of the most important
places for campaigns to increase turnout.
“The electoral college math points you right to a cluster of states that become the battleground [states],” Asher said. “Within these battlegrounds,
Ohio has become the number one battleground. This is reﬂected by where
campaigns are spending their resources.”
Students such as senior Melissa Sylvester have seen the impact of the inten
9
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the

world’s

smallest
political
quiz

For years, politics has been represented as a choice
between left (or liberal) and right (or conservative).
Growing numbers of thinkers agree this is far too
narrow a view — and excludes millions of people.
The political map on the Quiz gives a much more
accurate representation of the true, diverse political
world. The Quiz measures tendencies, not absolutes. Your score shows who most agrees with you
in politics, and where you agree and disagree with
other political philosophies.
COURTESY|ADVOCATES FOR SELF GOVERNMENT

sity of this year’s election.
“This is a really unique election year, since
right after 9/11 we had a short, united state [in
politics], but now we’re even farther apart because
of issues like gay marriage, the war in Iraq and
[the] economic situation,” Sylvester said. “We’re
still working together in other parts of our community, but there’s been a lot more voicing of political opinion, even here at the high school.”
On a local level, the competing groups in
this election include UA for Kerry and the Upper Arlington Republican Club. The election has
also seen activity from Political Action Committees, or PACs, which are organizations separate
from the parties—and
therefore enjoy their
own fundraising limits—but which still
endorse a candidate,
such as the conservative group Progress for
America and the liberal
MoveOn PAC.
The
common
theme for both campaigns is grassroots
door-to-door canvassing and phone
10

1 take the quiz
PERSONAL ISSUES

(Choose A if you agree, M for maybe, or D if you disagree.)

20
A

10
M

0
D

20
A

10
M

0
D

Government should not censor speech, press, media or Internet
Military service should be voluntary. There should be no draft
There should be no laws regarding sex for consenting adults
Repeal laws prohibiting adult possession and use of drugs
There should be no National ID card
(Total each column: A’s = 20; M’s = 10; D’s = 0)

Personal Issues Total: __________

ECONOMIC ISSUES
(Choose A if you agree, M for maybe, or D if you disagree.)

End “corporate welfare.” No government handouts to business
End government barriers to international free trade
Let people control their own retirement; privatize Social Security
Replace government welfare with private charity
Cut taxes and government spending by 50% or more
(Total each column: A’s = 20; M’s = 10; D’s = 0)

banks, speciﬁcally targeting groups and areas
that have low voter turnout. UA City Council
Representative Tim Rankin, who is also president of the Upper Arlington Republican Club,
said he is leading one of these grassroots efforts.
“We are going to be doing what is considered your typical grassroots, which is voter registration drives, phone banks calling targeted
voters and making sure that they’ll show up on
Nov. 2,” Rankin said.
UA for Kerry is planning similar activities in support of the opposing candidate, said
UAHS alum Nate Johnson, who is also the
UA Students for Kerry coordinator.
Although the methods are the same, the
messages being delivered are not. Each side
has its own set of issues it is trying to make the
center of the debate.
MoveOn PAC’s central and southern Ohio
coordinator Katherine Smith explained MoveOn’s
position as primarily economic.
“We’re going to talk a lot about the economy, as the economy in Ohio is still very bad,”
Smith said. “We know that workers here are
still experiencing tough times, in part because
George Bush consistently aligns himself with
big corporations ... We’ll talk about health
care, and the failure of [Bush’s] prescription

Economic Issues Total: __________

drug bill. We’ll talk about the situation in
Iraq, and how that’s been bungled, to say the
least, by his administration.”
As is standard for incumbent candidates,
Rankin said the Bush campaign will focus on a
positive message about the country’s situation
and Bush’s policies, as well as Kerry’s unsuitability for presidential responsibility.
“[Bush] is an economic conservative; he’s
for less government,” Rankin said. “He’s shown
strong leadership in defense, especially on terrorism, and he’s a man that has convictions that he
stands by and does not change for political expediency. His opponent [on the other hand] is
willing to say and do anything because he thinks
people want to hear that. [Kerry has] ﬂip-ﬂopped
on more issues than a pancake at IHOP.”
Sylvester, a lifelong Republican, said her strong
support of Bush ﬁrst came from her parents and
now from her own positions on social issues.
“[Supporting Bush] originally started with my
parents being Republicans, as you’d expect,” Sylvester said. “As I got older I ﬁgured things out on
my own, since I think having your own convictions
is important. I mostly support the Republicans because of moral issues, but I’m trying to understand
economic issues. I don’t completely understand everything [economicaly] yet, but I favor the RepubOctober 8, 2004
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The “World’s Smallest Political Quiz”
chart and questions are copyright by the
Advocates for Self-Government, Inc.
The “World’s Smallest Political Quiz”
is adapted from an original idea
by David Nolan.
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lican positions on things like tax cuts.”
Junior Jill Daley, a member of the Young
Democrats club at the high school, said Iraq
and the way Bush makes his decisions are her
two biggest concerns.
“The biggest issue [for me] is the Iraq war.
Bush has handled that very badly,” Daley said.
“I think he was too overzealous in going into the
country before he took the necessary steps to make
sure everybody else was in support of him.”
However, Johnson said one important
lesson of politics is that the issues being
stressed may matter less than just contacting and reaching out to voters.
“From people I’ve talked to, it doesn’t seem
like people want [to discuss issues],” Johnson
said. “We barely have time to read the paper each day, much less sit there and analyze
candidates, the issue and different positions of
the issue … Just [coming to] their house says
‘John Kerry cares about your vote.’”
Director of National Programs at the
Institute of Politics Jennifer Phillips said
her institute’s studies of the electorate and
young voters have found that people care
most about a candidates’ vision.
“The most important thing for young
people is getting a sense of who candidates
October 8, 2004

3 read the results

Example
Personal Issues Score: 30
Economic Issues Score: 70

are,” Phillips said. “It’s the idea of authenticity.
They want to know what a candidate’s motivation is, why they are running for ofﬁce, and
their mission. Where do they want to take the
county, or the state, in the future?”
At the high school itself, government classes
teach seniors how to make informed electoral
decisions. AP Government teacher Doug Rinehart said his students will read texts of the candidates’ speeches and analyze their own political
views so students can determine which candidate
they agree with. They will also watch examples of
campaign commercials from past and present to
analyze the propaganda methods used.
One source of the ads Rinehart said his classes

Libertarians support a great deal of liberty
and freedom of choice in both personal and economic matters.They believe
government’s only purpose is to protect
people from coercion and violence.They
value individual responsibility, and they
tolerate economic and social diversity.

LEFT-LIBERAL
Left-Liberals generally embrace freedom of choice in personal matters, but
support central decision-making in economics. They want the government to
help the disadvantaged in the name of
fairness. Liberals tend to tolerate social
diversity, but work for what they might
describe as “economic equality.”

CENTRIST
Centrists favor selective government
intervention and emphasize what they
commonly describe as “practical solutions” to current problems. They tend to
keep an open mind on political issues.
Many centrists feel that government
serves as a check on excessive liberty.

CONSERVATIVE
Right-conservatives favor freedom of
choice on economic issues, but want
ofﬁcial standards in personal matters.
They tend to support the free market,
but frequently want the government
to defend the community from what
they see as threats to morality or to the
traditional family structure.

STATIST
Statists want government to have a great
deal of control over individuals and society.They support centralized planning, and
often doubt whether liberty and freedom
of choice are practical options. At the very
bottom of the chart, left-authoritarians are
usually called socialists, while right-authoritarians are generally called fascists.
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analyze is MoveOn PAC. The involvement of such PACs in this year’s election has
been highly controversial.
Rankin said he strongly disapproves of such
groups’ involvement, a stance that mirrors what
President Bush has said in speeches.
“I think that [PACs] are appalling,” Rankin
said. “They add nothing to the political debate
except smearing and shock political tactics that I
think ought to be outlawed.”
Even if they can go too far, Daley said
that PACs should be given some freedom to
deliver their messages.
“I think that when they start using untrue
‘facts,’ like the Swift Boat Veterans for Truth,
that’s a step too far and shouldn’t be allowed,”
Daley said. “But I think it’s important that independent groups have some say, because we are a
democracy, even if what they say isn’t that intelligent or something I agree with.”
Though there has been a bombardment of
smear ads from all sides of the political spectrum,
there is signiﬁcant debate about their impact, especially on young voters.
Asher said he thinks they do have a large impact, but not in the way many think.
“Ads are absolutely worth [the money],” Asher
said. “Sometimes people say that ads can’t change

the opponent … TV ads can also get people thinking about certain issues, as part of the agenda-setting function for the mass media. That can have
consequences in how people vote.”
Sylvester said the inﬂuence of ads can vary
based on how informed the audience already
is about the election.
“[The effect of advertising] depends on the person,” Sylvester said. “For me, it’s easy to decide
what’s true and what an ad is trying to make me
think, and whether it’s from liberals or Republicans. But they have a bigger impact on undecided
[voters] who haven’t followed the process. Positive
ads aren’t as inﬂuential [as negative ones].”
For those interested in checking the accuracy
of the advertisements they hear, the nonprofit and
nonpartisan Annenberg Political Fact Check project maintains a web site at www.factcheck.org that
reviews the relevant facts behind major political advertisements. Another source for
non-partisan political information
HIGH SCHOOL POLITICS
is Project Vote
Party Afﬁliation: 46% Republican, 35%
Smart at www.
Democrat, 19% Other
vote-smart.org,
Presidential Choice: 44.9% Kerry, 46.8%
which tracks the
Bush, 8.3% Other
voting record, inLevy Knowledge: 19.7% know details,
terest
group ratings
80.3% are uninformed
and political posiPresidential Race Knowledge: 14%
not or barely informed, 86% somewhat or
tions of national and
very informed
state politicians.
Local Election Knowledge: 41% not at all or
Johnson said
barely informed,19% somewhat or very informed
he thinks ads, accurate or not, have
SOURCE|Sept. 10, 2004 voluntary homeroom survey of 224 students
fairly little effect
votes, but it’s more so- on young voter’s opinions, reafﬁrming positions
phisticated than that. instead of changing minds. Reaching voters who
Certainly one [purpose] have a similar indifference to advertisement is one
of TV ads is to educate of the major goals of grassroots phone banks and
people ... They may not door-to-door canvassing.
be accurate, but they
Whoever wins the Nov. 2 presidential electalk about a candi- tion will owe their victory to grassroots camdate’s background, paigners that have been knocking on doors, callqualiﬁcations and ing phones and distributing literature. As these
policy posi- efforts need volunteers this is truly an election
tions, and where every person, even those who are unable
the ﬂaws of to vote, can make a difference.
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Voting close to home
With the presidential election approaching,
that single issue is on most people’s minds. It
can be seen everywhere, from a screeching
television set to a brightly emblazoned bumper
sticker on the back of a car.
But a more personal election is hidden behind the shadows of the presidential
hype. The Upper Arlington school district
has a $7.5 million levy on the electoral bill
to pass.
If this levy fails, UAHS will be completely
reshaped due to the loss of revenue.
The fate of the levy will be decided on
Nov. 2. If approved, the money will be used
to keep the current programs at UA Schools
for 2005, according to the Citizens for UA
Schools web site. However, new programs
will not be added to the curriculum.
Citizens for UA Schools states the levy
is crucial because of the Ohio law prohibiting schools from receiving additional income
without voter approval.
Assistant principal Max Hammond has
experienced the effort required to pass a
levy. He said UA is successful because of its
knowledgeable residents; because of all the
informed voters, the levy will be approved.
“Voting ‘Yes’ for the levy is an investment
in the schools,” Hammond said.
Even though Hammond is conﬁdent in
the levy, there is still the possibility that it
may fail, which would result in further reductions to the district budget of almost $4.1
million. Such a drastic decrease in funding
would be in addition to the $3.6 million in
budget cut backs approved for the 2003-04
and 2004-05 school years.
Such reductions would be reﬂected
throughout numerous areas of the school.
Currently expanding class sizes would further
increase, increasing the student/teacher ratio,
math teacher Jill Anstine said.
Sophomore Ali Ball said larger class
sizes would have an adverse affect on
students’ learning.
“Most people learn better in smaller
October 8, 2004
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classes ... If the levy fails, then there is a good
chance that students’ grades will take a turn
for the worst,” Ball said.
The treasurer of the Upper Arlington
school district Martin Founds said student
academics are not the only factor that the
budget cuts will affect. Other school programs would also be affected. Founds is
concerned about the changes that would be
made due to the failure of the levy. He said
that not only would there be fewer class offerings, there will also be athletic and extracurricular cuts of around $272,500, resulting
in a reducxtion in both coaching staffs and
extracurricular activities, in general. The increase in athletic participation fees seen in
neighboring school districts might also appear in UA with such a cut.
Despite such dire predictions should the
levy fail, teachers remain hopeful and conﬁdent that the levy will be approved, global
language teacher Tracey Hickey said.
“[Superintendent William]
Schaefer does a nice job with the
levies. We haven’t failed [a levy]
since he’s been in the district.
Hopefully this trend will continue,” she said.
Hickey does not stand alone
in her optimism. As co-chair for
the committee for the levy, Dennis Concilla also holds an upbeat
view on the approval of the levy.
Concilla said he feels strongly
that the levy will be supported,
because of how important education is throughout UA.
“I think that people in UA
know how important the school system is.
They know that the teachers and administrators are doing a good job. [UA residents] will
support the levy because they know we need
it,” Concilla said.
Alternatively, Founds said he believes it is
difﬁcult to predict the outcome of the levy.
“On one hand, we are very conﬁdent
that the community realizes the value of its
schools and that the successes of the students and staff are evident enough for voters to support the levy. On the other hand, a
successful levy can not be taken for granted
because we are asking people to raise their
taxes,” Founds said.
UA is a community that holds value in
education, Levy committee treasurer Don
Leach said. He wants the schools to continue

providing this quality education, especially because his children attend
UAHS.
Even though most
UA residents support
the school system,
Founds said a large
portion of the community is not involved in
the schools.
“About 75 percent
of the community
does not have children
in schools. I don’t believe [those without
children in the schools] oppose the levy, it’s
just that they may not have as much interest
in the schools or understand the value of the
schools as those who do [have children in the
schools],” Founds said.
This is not the ﬁrst levy that the UA school
district has attempted to pass. The school
board must create a levy every three years in

“On the other hand, a successful levy can not be taken
for granted because we are
asking people to raise their
taxes to support the levy.”
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Upper Arlington district
treasurer Marvin Founds
order to gain more money for the system. In
the 2003-04 and the 2004-05 school years,
the Board of Education had to cut the budget
by $3.5 million.
Budget cuts have been made due to the
school district’s recent decrease in tax revenue income. Speciﬁcally, the district lost $3.6
million due to this decrease, the Citizens for
UA schools web site stated.
Concilla said he supports the school
board’s decision in the budget cuts. At the
same time, he knows if voters choose not
to support the levy, the cuts will only get
worse.
“With the reduction in taxes and such,
we have already had $3.5 million cut. Passing this levy won’t bring those cuts back, but
it also won’t make the cuts deeper. I believe

that the school board acted responsibly in
setting the budget amount,” Concilla said.
Hammond said he believes that the levy
needs to be supported vocally throughout the
community.
“We are UA,” Hammond said. “UA is
what it is because of the informed and intelligent voters.”
However, not all UA residents are informed about the upcoming levy. Language
arts teacher Abigail Pavell is disappointed in
the lack of support seen for the levy throughout the community.
“There are a lot of signs supportive of
the presidential candidates everywhere, but
where are all the levy signs?” Pavell asked.
“I would like to see more [visual] support of
the levy.”
This lack of support might be attributed
to many students general lack of awareness
of the upcoming levy. Results from a voluntary Arlingtonian homeroom survey showed
only 19.7 percent of surveyed students knew
of the details the levy entails.
But this levy will directly affect students, because LC programs such as WIW, GLRC and
Math Lab may be eliminated due to these cuts.
Freshman Catherine Eitel said it would be
a poor decision to eliminate programs such
as WIW, GLRC, and Math Lab because they
set UAHS apart from other school districts.
Sophomore Katherine Pease also supported the levy and the current school programs.
“I know I wouldn’t get through a lot of
my classes without [WIW, GLRC, and Math
Lab]. I guess we need the money,” Pease said.
On Nov. 2, the true support for the levy
will be discovered. The outcome of the voting
will show how important education is to UA
residents. How UAHS will be run in years to
come lies in the hands of the voters.
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Check out the view of fall season
sports from the best seat in the
house: the sidelines

designed by Alex Dappen

The Jock Stop

Top Right: Diving to make the tackle, senior Drew
Devilbiss (51) takes down his offensive opponent in
the Sept. 10 game against Findlay. The football Bears
pulled through with a solid win of 16-10.

with

Senior Soccer Captain

Callie
Wulf

PHOTO BY

ALEX DAPPEN

PHOTO BY

LINDSEY SWANSON

Bottom Left: Senior Sam Henderson strives to
outrun his Hilliard Davidson contender in the Aug. 26
game. The boys soccer team won 2-1.

ALLIE KATTOUA

Bottom Right: During the Sept. 15 water polo
game, senior captain Phil Geiger puts up a wicked
block against his Worthington Kilbourne opponent.
At 16-12, the Bears scored a decisive win.

Tell me, how long have you been
playing soccer?
About 13 years. I guess thats about 76
percent of my life.
How is the team looking this year?
Solid! A lot of the younger kids are improving;
they are good leaders.We are small but fast.
Any personal traditions?
I always tie my right shoe ﬁrst.
How many hours a week are spent
on soccer?
About 17.
What position do you play?
Forward. I like to score.
Are you planning on playing soccer
in college?
Most likely a division three school. I’m not
totally sure yet.
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Middle Center: Junior Mary-Charlotte Mak serves
to her Cincinnati Ursuline competitor. The tennis
Bears stomped Ursuline on their way to another state
title with a score of 5-0.
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Strung for Success

EMILY TEACH

PHOTO BY ALLIE KATTOUA

kid,” Johnston said. “It came naturally, and
I was happy doing it.”
Even though she is passionate about
playing tennis, Johnston does not watch
many tennis matches on television. In
fact, she does not enjoy sitting down because she said she feels that it is a waste
of her time.
“I know that there is always something
that I can be doing to improve my academics or my game,” Johnston said.
On the court, Johnston said she plays
competitive tennis; she treats all of her
teammates like rivals. Off the court she
said she is not so competitive. She likes
to think she plays the role of the typical
junior girl.
This “typical junior girl” has already
been to two state ﬁnals, not a typical
achievement for any high school student.
In the past decade of sports, no other
UA athletic program has seen as many state
titles as the girls tennis program—seven in
COACHING POINT: The girls tennis Bears listen to coach Stamps discuss strategy during a daily
ten years.
practice. This is Stamps’ ﬁrst year as a coach at UAHS.
Some teammates like to attribute
this success to the coaching style of the
team, or to their demanding practice
I
H
schedule and tremendous work ethic.
P
A
GR
Others like to conclude that the program has been lucky to get such talented girls.
Coach Shaun Stamps said he thinks
these
achivements are a combination of
by Luc Nutter
those things, among others.
ith the beginning of a new ten- singles, is one of the main contributors
“I think the interest in tennis has
nis season, the hopes of yet an- to the success of the tennis program at
just really gone up in UA these past
other UA state title are already UAHS. According to senior Carter
couple years,” Stamps said. “A lot of
in the making. So far this season, the girls Hatch, not only has she dominated
these girls who are coming out for
team is undefeated and ready to add anoth- most of her matches, she also inspires
the tennis team are really talented,
er state title to their winning record. Such many girls to play more competand that’s great for us.”
itive tennis.
success is what any team works for.
The girls already have the right
“When I play with her, it is
With such a prestigious program, the
mentality to win another state tigirls have seen a lot of media attention, co- definitely necessary for me to
tle, he said.
raise my game,” Hatch said.
captain junior Christine Johnston said.
“It’s not about winning every
“I really try not to dwell on the media,” “A lot of people don’t realize
match,” Stamps said. “If we lose,
she said. “It’s already tough to focus when how good she is. She won the state
we want to learn from it—see how
you know that you’re playing someone who title as a freshman.”
we respond to the adversity. If we
Johnston did not, however, alis going to throw everything on the line to
can play every match with that
ways dream about winning multiple
beat you.”
mentality, the wins will come on
Last year, Johnston placed second in the state titles.
their own.”
This eleventh grade phenom ﬁrst
state for singles, losing to former teammate
Even if the girls do not win anjunior Kirsten Flower. This match occurred picked up a racket at age 6, playing
other state title this year, their legacy
a year after the two players combined their with her father at the local courts.
will live on. As long as they maintain
efforts on the doubles court to win the dou- She entered in her ﬁrst tournatheir prowess on the courts, they
ment before her 10th birthday.
bles championship their freshman year.
will remain a threat to any team
“I loved playing tennis as a Junior Christine Johnston that challenges them.
Johnston, who plays on first court

40-Love’ does not sound so foreign anymore
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Taking the stage
Performers gear up for their ﬁrst shows: Fall Follies, UACT
by Alysse Miller

W

PHOTO BY

BAILEY CAPELLE

ith the realization that summer is actually over and the “And it’s a great kick-off to the year.”
school year is well underway, many students yearn for
Another upcoming arts event is the annual fall play. With the popsomething to take their minds off the endless stream of ularity of last year’s production, Miracle Worker: The Helen Keller Story,
essays and worksheets. The performing arts department is hoping to UAHS thespians are excited for another opportunity to shine. However,
ﬁll that void with upcoming shows.
these students were forced to wait a little longer than previous years.
Fall Follies, the fall chorale concert, will be performed on Oct.
The President of Upper Arlington Community Theater (UACT),
14 and 16 at 7:30 p.m. with a matinee on Oct. 17 at 2:30 p.m. The junior Riley Cruttenden, said this year’s play started later than usual
new theme is “Hooray for Hollywood: A Night at the Movies.” This because the school had to hire new directors.
year, choir director Eric Kaufmann and approximately 350 students
Theresa Flais and Michael Trakas will take the position of direchave prepared an evening ﬁlled with songs
tor and technical director, respectively, and
made popular by movies.
decided with the four UACT ofﬁcers on
Six choirs will perform in this concert,
performing the new play Only the Dead Die
including the Freshman Choir, Concert
Twice, written by Flais.
Choir, Symphonic Choir, Ensemble and
“[The show is] a 1940s radio play about
Men’s and Women’s Glee.
a small town detective just trying to get a
These groups will sample songs from
break,” Flais said. “It’s very Dick Tracy.”
the movies Footloose, Top Gun, Oh Brother,
In fact, Flais wrote the play as an homage
Where Art Thou? and Annie, among others.
to the radio plays of the 1940s, Cruttenden
“Men’s Glee will be singing ‘You’ve Lost
said. Although the cast is small, students
that Lovin’ Feeling’ from the movie Top
are looking forward to the production.
Gun,” Kaufmann said. “The Freshman Choir
Cruttenden said Only the Dead Die Twice
will be singing ‘Let’s Go to the Movies’ from PRACTICING FOR SHOW TIME: Choir members rehas just ﬁve main characters: two female
Annie and Ensemble will be singing ‘I’ve Got hearse their choreography for the upcoming Fall Follies: and three male.
“Hooray for Hollywood.” The show will be performed
Rhythm’ from An American in Paris.”
“Normally the fall play has many parts
Senior Claire Knight, a member of on Oct. 14, 16 and 17.
with a big chorus and the spring play has
Women’s Glee and Symphonic Choir, said she is excited for the up- a much smaller cast,” Flais said. “But since we started so late, that
coming show.
would be hard to do. So this year the fall play will have a small cast
“It’s going to be really fun,” she said. “It’s a good theme and most of and the spring play will have a big one.”
the songs are popular with the [students].”
Even though the fall play started later this year, Cruttenden said
While the theme of Fall Follies changes every year, this year is the the quality of the production will remain high.
ﬁrst to offer a Sunday matinee show. Junior Rick Avery, a member of
“This show is a lot different than the ones we’ve done in the past,”
Ensemble and Symphonic Choir, said this was due to the high level Cruttenden said. “And the ’40s setting should be really fun.”
of interest in the show.
Only the Dead Die Twice will be presented Nov. 11, 12 and 13
“Fall Follies has been really popular the last few years,” Avery said. at 7:30 p.m.
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Garden State of grace
First time ﬁlmmaker creates a funny but sad story of romance and self discovery
by Chadd Harbold

G

IMAGE COURTESY FOX SEARCHLIGHT PICTURES

arden State, the debut
film by writer/director/
star Zach Braff (TV’s
Scrubs), is a true rarity. Ignoring the formality of a plot, Braff
made a film whose sentimentality
does not insult the audience. The
emotions are powerful while remaining real.
In fact, much of the ﬁlm is based on Braff’s real life. He plays a
struggling young actor from New Jersey who must return home for
the ﬁrst time in 10 years for his mother’s funeral.
Braff incorporates his unique voice by creating characters the audience actually feels for. In many movies, I often ﬁnd myself hoping
for a sad ending because it would enhance the ﬁlm. But this is not the
case for Garden State; I invested myself in the characters so much that
I desperately wanted them to succeed.
Braff’s talents are not limited to writing and directing. He is also
an actor and he shines here as well. He plays a distant, numb young
man but plays him with tragic humor and pathos.
The supporting cast also matches Braff’s talent. Natalie Portman

(Queen Amidala in the new Star Wars Trilogy, but do not judge her
by that) plays Braff’s love interest, delivering the performance of her
career. Her character is an eccentric, but Portman plays her with such
grace that while we do not always understand her, we still fall in love
with her.
Characterization is where Braff shows his writing talent, and the
dialogue is near perfect. Braff writes beautiful soliloquies that give
us insight into the characters’ souls. Despite occasionally resorting
to explaining past events through simple discourse, his delivery is so
perfect that he makes even this technique work. Braff wrote dialogue
that was poetic, but real.
The music in Garden State compliments the mood of the ﬁlm in
a way reminiscent of The Graduate. The Shins, Coldplay and Simon
& Garfunkel decorate the soundtrack and become essential to the
mood of the ﬁlm. Braff creates emotions through the music and
visuals in ways that words cannot do. Making a strong debut can
set the tone for the rest of a director’s career. Braff crafted a
first film that is, and surely will remain, one of the best of the
year. Hopefully, Braff will continue his unique style and powerful voice as a filmmaker for many years to come. A

Open Water leaves many lost
by Chadd Harbold
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characters do not know what is going on in those places, neither
should the audience.
Much of the beginning of the ﬁlm was superﬂuous as well. Open
Water should have begun with the
two characters jumping into the water instead of with their meaningless
preparation for the trip. We could
have then gotten to know and care
about the characters throughout the
ﬁlm with this method. A great writer
should achieve that kind of structure
without being trite. Kentis, however,
lacks the skill of extraordinary writing,
at least at this point in his career.
It seems like Kentis intended on
doing the ﬁlm in the way I am suggesting, but when he did, he discovered he only had about 60 minutes
of a movie. So he wrote and shot 20 minutes of ﬁller to expand
the running time.
Despite its many shortcomings, Open Water accomplishes its most
basic purpose: it is scary. B
IMAGE COURTESY

A

boat leaves two divers behind in the middle of the ocean. They
suffer dehydration, exhaustion and yes, shark attacks. Filmed
on camcorders available at any Radio Shack, the rugged cinematic style heightens the reality. Open
Water has been described as Jaws meets
The Blair Witch Project.
While the terror the editor/writer/director Chris Kentis achieves is admirable,
many aspects of the movie fall short.
Kentis wrote a great story, but apparently forgot about interesting characters
and believable dialogue. Thrillers only
work when the audience is emotionally invested in the characters, yet Water
stumbles here.
Even though the characters’ situation
is compelling, the actors fail to capture
the audience’s interest. In attempting to
cover up such weak writing, he makes a major structural error: he
lets the audience out of the characters’ world. Once they are alone in
the water, the camera should have never left them. But it does. Kentis
shows what is happening on the boat, the island and the hotel. If the
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Hallways require construction
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S

ome people say that the
trafﬁc on I-270 is the worst.
Others believe Route 33 is
the most jammed pack strip of
road in central Ohio. Personally,
I think the hallways at UAHS
rival the most horrendous trafﬁc
jam known to man. The hallways
are so crowded this year that it is
nearly impossible to get to class
on time.
But I have a plan. To make
it work it needs a team of city
planners, a few construction
Kristine Perry
crews and four full time trafﬁc cops.
A man in an orange vest
standing in the middle of the road is as common as the golden arches of
McDonald’s, so why not use the familiarity of the orange vest to UAHS’s
advantage? By calling on trafﬁc cops to maintain order in the frantic
passages of UAHS, students would be able to make it to class in half the
time it takes now. These cops may be pricey, but students could raise the
money for this luxury by having bake sales. Bake sales are a scarce commodity, so the student body would be overjoyed with this idea.
Men in orange vests are not the only components to this perfectly
constructed plan to thwart trafﬁc in the halls. UAHS needs to eliminate road blocks. They include couples displaying their affection in the
halls (really, there is no need for that), large congregations of students
gabbing away at their leisure (seriously, talk to the side and not smack
dab in the middle of everyone’s way) and people who are tripped
by their ‘jokester’ friends (people who enjoy inﬂicting pain on others
obviously have larger problems than hallway trafﬁc). To rid the halls
of these menaces, detentions should be given to violators after the ﬁrst
offense. Road blockers beware: the pink slips will ﬂy!
Though this ﬂawless plan is destined to put an end to hallway
trafﬁc at UAHS once and for all, it is a bit too costly for UAHS. That
being said, UAHS will have to implement plan B: people actually
walking in the hallways.

EDITORIAL CARTOON BY EMILY TEACH

Suggested parking
policy deserves praise
Staff Editorial

T

he debate over an all-senior parking lot has reached a climax at UAHS.
Each class holds different opinions as to what should become of the
idea of an all-senior parking lot; however, the proposed idea of an all senior
lot would be the best way to deal with the school’s parking congestion.
The change would circumvent the current complications with juniors
who do not receive a spot. With an all senior parking lot, juniors will get
an equal chance of receiving a spot their senior year.This eliminates the
current system of promising senior spots to juniors who applied but did
not get one their junior year. Currently, many juniors apply without having a car or license simply to receive this preference their senior year.
An all-senior lot would also ensure equality; seniors most deserve
the privilege of a parking spot. Additionally, the problem under the current system for those who do not receive a spot in either their junior
or senior year will be solved. With a promise that all seniors will have
an equal chance of receiving a spot, all students will be treated fairly.
Though the change may seem unfair to current sophomores—none of
whom would receive a spot next year—this is the best long-term solution.

Senior demands respect

W

Alex Dappen
18

hen I pulled into the
senior parking lot
on the ﬁrst day of
school, I was surprised to ﬁnd
the lot almost full. Realizing it
was about 8:00 a.m., I ﬁgured a
lot of people were excited for
the ﬁrst day. As I was driving
through the lot, I noticed a lot
of juniors and sophomores
walking from their cars. When
I ﬁnally found a spot, a sophomore ﬂoored it and pulled into

because I need my beauty sleep,
so I could never ﬁght for a spot
in the senior lot. Seniors should
the spot. Later at lunch, I noticed not have to put up with such
that three-fourths of the lot was behavior from underclassmen.
ﬁlled with underclassmen and I
In the past years, I have
had to park at the end of Mount noticed that respect for seniors
Holyoke. The last time I checked has declined severely. When I
the senior lot had its name for a was a freshman, seeing a senior
reason; it is for seniors.
was rare, and talking to one was
This trend continued
unheard of. Seniors, take the
throughout the rest of the
responsibility of being the oldest
week, and every time I was
in the school, boss people around,
unable to obtain a spot. Getact like you are superior, and most
ting up before the break of day importantly, show the underclassis almost impossible for me
men where they really stand.
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from editor...
the
Editor welcomes readers,
announces high honor; dangers
of Accutane use emphasized

W

elcome, Arlingtonian readers! As you
all walked in to revisit the school after
a three-month vacation Aug. 25, Arlingtonian staffers simply shufﬂed into familiar terrain. Over the summer, Kyle, Allie and I, along with
other editors and staffers, worked to produce a staff
manual, organize a week-long camp and publish our
introductory issue. But now comes the most important
part of what we do: getting our issues out to you, the
student body. With our new slogan of “original ideas,
in-depth coverage, real news,” we will strive towards
that goal each and every issue.
This is my third year on staff, and after holding
various other positions I can tell you that things are
much different behind the editor’s desk. Instead
of having someone to fall back on and hold your
hand, I am now the one doing the guiding. I am
extremely excited for this upcoming year and will
do everything I can to uphold the tradition of quality for which Arlingtonian is known. Yes, it is going
to take a lot of time and commitment, but all 22
staff members this year are ready to take on any
challanges that come our way.
I cannot be any more proud of the successes
this staff has already achieved, and fortunately,
this feeling is not only one of self-gratiﬁcation. The
publication was recently announced as a ﬁnalist in
the 2004 National Scholastic Publication Association’s Pacemaker competition. This is an extremely
high honor for high school publications, one which
Arlingtonian is a student-produced newsmagazine
published approximately every four weeks by Journalism III-A students at Upper Arlington High School.
The publication has been established as a public
forum for student expression and for the discussion
of issues of concern to its audience. It will not be
reviewed or restrained by school ofﬁcials prior to
publication or distribution.
Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student expression, the editorial board, which consists of the
staff’s top editors, will determine the content of the
newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore,
material may not necessarily reﬂect the opinions or
policies of Upper Arlington school ofﬁcials.
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we have not held in seven years.
To be awarded such a honor requires our stories
to be relevant to the student body. One particular
story in this issue discusses the wide-spread use of
the acne drug Accutane. This topic, covered in our
feature section, especially shocked me.
Accutane, an aggressive medication for acne
treatment, is becoming popular among teenagers,
and that means more and more people are putting
themselves at risk for long-term hazards. As I can
attest, acne is annoying. I get stressed on mornings
when I ﬁnd obnoxious, unwelcome welts on my
face, like any typical teenager. But, putting one’s
life and physical well-being at risk to get rid of some
undesired blemishes is extreme. Granted, some cases
of acne are worse and may last longer than others,
but the possibility of suffering terrible side effects,
ranging from skin rashes and nose bleeds to clinical
hepatitis and suicide, is too great.
An investigative story covering the harmful sideeffects of Accutane can be found on page 7 of this
issue; take a moment to read through the horrendously long list of possible consequences of taking
this drug. Trading a vital organ for ﬂawless skin
is not worth it. Plus, if nothing works to remove
the acne, just wait a few years. When horomones
decline and oil clears up, so will the skin acne.

Biru Chen

Editor in Chief

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, guest columns and news releases from faculty, administrators,
community residents, students and the general public.
The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the
right to withhold a letter or column and return
it for more information if it determines the piece
contains items of unprotected speech as deﬁned by
this policy.
As a public forum, all letters and columns meeting the above criteria will be posted in full on the
Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.com for
a minimum of four weeks.
Arlingtonian and its staff will strive to publish
only legally protected speech following the legal
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deﬁnitions for libel, obscenity and invasion of privacy. The staff will also refrain from printing stories
that create a material disruption of school activities.
Because the Arlingtonian staff will determine
content of the publication, it will therefore also take
complete legal and ﬁnancial responsibility for what
is printed.
Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a story
solely on the basis of possible dissent or controversy.
The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing
and production costs through advertising sales,
subscription sales and other fundraisers .
The editor shall interpret and enforce this editorial policy.
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