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With the formation of
student religious groups,
religion has become more
prominent at UAHS. This
issue’s FOCUS investigates
the effects of these groups
on students.
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to let them pay the fees as the IB students progress through the
programs, not up front.
“The decision of the IB Steering Committee was that students
would pay the cost of their examinations,” Ballheim said. “That’s
typical of most IB schools, and in fact, some schools charge the students up front when they enter the program. But [the committee’s
decision] was not to charge the fee up front but only in the years
[students] write examinations.”
In spite of the mandatory fees, Ballheim said money should not
be a concern for students who wish to enroll in the IB diploma
program or individual courses because rotary scholarships and private donations can help offset the costs for qualified students and
their families.
Students can decide to forgo an examination and not pay the
exam
fee only if the class is not strictly an IB course. Whether an
by Kaitlyn Williams
examination is required depends on the course title, she said. If the
s college tuition rises, so does the cost of programs that class combines an IB course and an AP or Honors course, the test is
aim to help students get into these schools. The IB pro- not mandatory. Most global language and ﬁne arts courses with IB
gram, in its first year at UAHS, surprised some students in the title are examples of these classes.
with its high costs.
IB classes, however, which are not combined with classes that previAccording to an Oct. 6 letter mailed to parents from IB coordina- ously existed require that students take the examination, Ballheim said.
tor Cynthia Ballheim and principal Kip Greenhill, students involved
“You can’t say a course is an IB course if the student doesn’t take
in an IB course must pay a $130
the assessment [at the end of the
registration fee each year and an
year],” she said.
additional $70 per examination. A
These courses are built around
student enrolled in the IB diploma
the fact that students complete
program will eventually spend apassignments that are sent to be
proximately $600 total.
graded internationally.
While most IB diploma candiSenior Callie Wulf, who will
dates were aware of these fees, many
take IB/AP Spanish next semesstudents who enrolled in IB courses
ter, but is not working toward
IB coordinator Cynthia Ballheim
but not in the diploma program
the IB diploma, said she was
were surprised to learn they, too,
unaware of the exact cost of the
had to pay the registration and examination fees for the courses.
IB examination when she signed up for the course last year.
To gain recognition as an IB school, the district pays an annual
“I knew the test would cost money,” she said, “but I didn’t know
subscription fee of $8,000, Ballheim said; however, the individual it would be that much.”
fees for students’ registration and testing is not paid by the district.
Wulf said she received a form telling her of the cost of the IB
To help families cover the costs, the IB Steering Committee chose examination and had only a week to decide whether or not to take

onfusion
nfusion

IB exam fees surprise some students
not enrolled in IB diploma program

In the ﬁrst year of any program,
there are bound to be problems
that need [to be] smoothed out.

IB fees cover
wide variety of
program costs
by Kaitlyn Williams

T

he costs of the IB program pay
for more than just the examination at the end of the year, IB coordinator Cynthia Ballheim said.
The money gathered, approximately
$600 for diploma candidates, pays for the
curriculum, the internationally-graded

4

assessments, and the actual examination,
Ballheim said. The internationally-graded
assessments, which are specific to each
course, can include portfolios, guided
coursework and essays. The assignments
are given periodically throughout the
two-year diploma program.
“Generally, 25 to 30 percent of a student’s grade comes from assessments prepared by the teacher,” Ballheim said, “but
those assessments are internationally moderated [as well as] graded by the teacher.”
The fees also go toward revamping
the IB curriculum. Ballheim said the IB
curriculum for every subject is revised
every five years.
“The IB prides itself on having the

GRAPHICS BY EMILY TEACH

A

most current and up-to-date curriculum,” she said. “[IB] is a step above any
national curriculum.”
Each subject has a chief examiner and
team of examiners that rewrite the curriculum and the assessments, Ballheim
said. The committee has representation
from all around the world.
The Oct. 6 letter sent to parents of IB
students states, in addition to the fees set
by the IB organization, “a small percentage
has been added to these fees to cover the
following expenses: international courier
of all examinations, internal assessments;
substitute teachers as required for examinations and internal assessments; and lastly
for miscellaneous and clerical needs.”
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UA levy receives
broad support
by Chadd Harbold

O

n Nov. 2, Upper Arlington citizens overwhelmingly passed
a $7.5 million school levy to cover the district’s operating costs. According to the UA Schools web site, 62.5
percent of voters voted ‘yes,’ and all 40 precincts passed the levy.
Principal Kip Greenhill said the voters’ choice did not surprise him.
“From meeting with parents ... going to PTO meetings and just
being in the community, I thought that it would pass,” he said.
Senior Nick Judy said he hoped for the levy’s success even
though it will not directly affect him.
Judy said he believed the levy passed because people realized the importance of maintaining a strong school system; even
people who do not have children in the system understood the
signiﬁcance of the levy.
Greenhill said he attributes the success of the levy to parent
satisfaction with the school system.
“I cannot be more pleased with
how our students represent themselves,” Greenhill said.
School board president Gloria
Heydlauff said the strength of the
levy campaign team helped it pass.
“The group of people who
worked on the campaign committee
were very professional,” she said.
“They were good about getting out
the information.”
Heydlauff also said community
support was instrumental to the
levy’s success.
“This is a community that is so
supportive of the schools,” she said.
“They are always eager to listen and
provide the students with all the opportunities they can.”
The economy, however, was a
concern, Greenhill said. He feared
the possibility of failure due to budgetary reasons because money is
tight right now for many families.
Junior Nick Linville said he
ELECTION: UA voters
worried many of the elderly would
cast their votes Nov. 2 at
vote against the levy for economic
UAHS. The school levy was
reasons, but he is glad they did
on the ballot and passed
show support.
with a 67 percent majority.
“Overall I think they realized
this is America’s future and they should get out and vote,”
Linville said. “I thought that was pretty cool.”
Due to the levy’s passage, the school will be capable of maintaining the current programs that help students out of class,
Greenhill said.
“This [levy] is going to allow us to maintain our position as one
of the top high schools in the United States,” he said.
PHOTO BY ALLIE KATTOUA

the test. She decided to forgo the test, though she will be in the class
and may take the AP test, which only costs $82.
“I’m not going to take the [IB] test basically because of the money,” Wulf said. “I’m not sure if it’s worth it.”
Some students, however, said the costs associated with the IB
classes were not surprising. Junior Barrett Richter said he knew there
would be a high cost for the IB courses before he signed up. Richter
said he is attempting to earn the IB diploma and is taking examinations in German and economics this year. Next year, he plans to take
four IB tests.
Richter said he and his parents are willing to pay the program fees
because they feel an IB education is worth the extra costs.
Some students and their parents were surprised by the IB exam
fees, Ballheim said. This confusion may have occurred because the
program is new.
“[Parents and students have] been asking for clariﬁcation. It goes
back to the communication thing. I think that some people were
not aware of [the costs],” she said. “In the ﬁrst year of any program,
there are bound to be problems that need [to be] smoothed out.”
Because some people did not know of the costs of IB classes, the
school has been lenient in collecting fees and has extended the deadline, Ballheim said.
The costs, however,
were publicized during
last school year. A series
of parent meetings held
in February and March
addressed the prices,
along with noon-time
meetings held by former IB coordinator Bob
Ater. The costs also appeared in the UAHS
Program of Studies in
the IB section.
Because the costs
were not published in
each department section, it appears students enrolled in the
diploma program were
aware of the costs,
but students enrolled
in only one or two IB
courses were unaware.
To reduce confusion for students signing up for IB courses
for next year, the school plans to clarify the program costs. They
will be published in the Program of Studies under every Department Course offering—not just in the IB section of the publication—as well as in the parent newsletter. The IB web site at
www.uaschools.org/ibo will also list the fees, and Ballheim said
she plans to meet with every IB-registered student and go over
the costs. Parent meetings and meetings in American Studies
classes will also cover the fees.
“We will make sure [the costs are] well communicated this year
[for next school year].”
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multi-tasking students.
Junior Megan Payne’s parents have been divorced for eight years,
but she said she never lets the divorce steal her holiday spirit.
“I spend Easter and Thanksgiving every other year [with either
parent],” Payne explained. “Christmas is also every year, but it’s every
other year [in that] I am with my mom the ﬁrst week of break and
then half of Christmas day.”
Junior Cindy Bellant has her own unique schedule for dividing
time with her parents during the holidays.
“I usually go with my mom for actual Christmas, and I go with my
dad either before or after that [Christmas day],” she said.
During the holidays, students with divorced parents have grown
accustomed to giving and receiving double the presents.
Junior Molly Willer’s parents
have been divorced for 14 years, and
she has familiarized herself to with
buying multiple presents for stepfamily members.
Willer said she has to buy presents
for her stepmother and stepsister, and
it can get expensive.
This dilemma is countered by the
GRAPHIC BY CAITLIN CRAIG
perks of receiving double the presents
from both parents. Bellant admitted the extra
by Kristine Perry
presents are nice.
Payne said the extra presents are not that imhe holidays are at hand, but for some students the season
portant
to her, but she finds holiday cheer in the
is not all about yuletide joy. For students whose parents
fact
that
she
is
able
to
spend time with all her family during
are no longer married, trying to divide their merry-makthe
season.
ing between both
Though splitting up the holiday festivities may be a minor
parents can turn
Answer
inconvenience,
inventive planning and the opportunity to spend
even the sweetest
the
time
with
an
extended family help students enjoy their break
eggnog sour. But
with
from
school.
The
arrangement of seperate families many stuthe holidays still
Sophomore
dents
have
does
not
damper the holiday spirit, but illuminates
can be the most
Julie
the
season’s
glow
by
allowing them to spend more time with
wonderful time of
Chorpenning
many
family
members.
the year for these
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Many students manage
to enjoy their winter break
despite seperated parents

Question

&

T

Do you believe in karma?
If you do bad stuff, you’re gonna get
screwed.You can’t get away with
much these days.

Blogs Away

When did you stop believing
in Santa Claus?
Pretty late, I’d say 4th grade. My
parents won’t admit it’s not real.

Technology provides
options for online
communites, friendship

What are your thoughts
on mistletoe? Festive
green plant, or something more?
Deﬁnitely something more. I say if
you’re under the mistletoe [with
someone], you should deﬁnitely
lay a smooch on them.
6

by Renee Ogaki

F

ingers chattering on a keyboard.
Screens blinking with Instant Messages. Web sites ﬂashing with the click
of a mouse.
With technology being used for an
ever-increasing number of entertainment

purposes, online communities are one of the
newest areas gaining popularity among UA
students. Xanga, Myspace, and Livejournal are
online communities that are commonly used,
sophomore Ali Ball said.
Online communities are groups of people
with common interests who interact online. Xanga, a “weblog,” allows users to write
thoughts in a post that are shown online. Feedback can be received through other users’
comments. Xanga also offers “blogrings,” which
bring together groups of people according to
speciﬁc interests.
Livejournal, a second weblog that works in
the same way as Xanga, is also popular. Myspace,
on the other hand, is based more on meeting
and talking to others than journaling thoughts.
It holds a focus on “adding” friends, according to
the Myspace web site, which means an invitation
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Teen dramas remain competitive
The OC provides higher caliber TV

R

Laguna Beach offers best of genre

M

eality TV has explored venues from marrying midgets
to swapping spouses, but
this time it has gone too far. MTV
has created yet another breed of
Real World. Set in Orange County,
California, it shows the trials and
tribulations of a group of rich, popular and overdramatic high schoolers. Sound familiar? That’s because
MTV’s newest show, Laguna Beach
is a direct, carbon copy of FOX’s The
OC. It is an imposter, a “faux-C” if
you will, and it must be stopped.
Chloe Tiberi
Viewers everywhere had grown
to love the OC gang and had been
anxiously awaiting the show’s second season to premeire, when suddenly a cast of phony OC wannabes burst onto the scene. Who are
these people and why do they think they can replace The OC?
Laguna Beach is nowhere near the caliber of drama that erupts each
week on The OC. In fact, watching Laguna Beach is like a more annoying version of our own daily lives. Laguna Beach’s
’s problem is that it’s
not dramatic enough to be a television show but it’s not real enough to
be a reality show.
The Laguna Beach gang seems to live their lives in accordance to The
OC.. The spring break trip to Cabo? A total rip-off of The OC cast’s
trip to Tiajuana. The LC, Kristin and Stephen love triangle? Completly
based off the Summer, Seth and Anna relationships.
When the rest of America ﬁnally sees past Laguna Beach’s deceptive
ways it will be tossed aside with the North Shores and Summerland
Summerlands, and
The OC will regain its title as the best California teen drama.

TV has hit the jackpot
with the newest addition
to its reality TV lineup,
Laguna Beach: The Real Orange
County. The show offers its audience everything good about TV—
for the guys, cat ﬁghts galore, and
for the ladies, smokin’ hot guys.
Put the two together and you have
enough hookups and melodrama
to last a lifetime. Laguna Beach
satisﬁes all these criteria. Does this
elevate Laguna Beach to a plane
higher than The OC? For sure.
Stephanie Hummel
The OC is the Beverly Hills, 90210
of the 21st Century. While The OC’s
scripted dialogue is attention grabbing, Laguna Beach offers a seductive
combo of spontaneity and surprise that clinches its superiority.
Laguna Beach does not try to seem like it is the greatest show on
Earth, unlike The OC which pretends it espouses reality. But how
many people do you know that date their girlfriend’s mother and then
promptly discover their father is cheating on their mother with another
man, causing a full-on hysterical breakdown?
The crucial deciding factor between the two shows is the cast. Who
has the more shocking bad girl (Laguna
(
Beach’s
’s Kristin), the hottest
hottie (Laguna
(
Beach’s Stephen) and the snarkiest queen bee (Laguna
Laguna
Beach’s
’s Lo)?
Laguna Beach has the better cast, most shocking surprises and attention-grabbing drama, whereas the OC is predictably manufactured,
recycled material. If you still aren’t swayed my way, I leave you with
this: Hilary Duff sings the Laguna Beach theme song. Case closed.
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GRAPHIC BY CHRISSY HUMMEL

is sent to a person, and, if they accept, they become a Myspace friend.This allows the users to
leave comments on one another’s sites.
Students use online communities for various reasons, Ball said. She uses Xanga, Myspace,
and Livejournal, mostly to meet new people.
“In Columbus, for teenagers, there aren’t a
lot of places to go and just hang out and meet
new people,” she said.
Ball also enjoys journaling on Xanga
and Myspace.
“In this day and age, most teenagers are
more technologically oriented,” Ball said.
“Having a journal that you can simply type in
makes it easier and more interesting.”
Some students prefer one online journal
over another. Sophomore Alex Stein said he
uses Xanga and Livejournal, but is more inclined to Livejournal.
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“You could ask any student at the high tried Xanga, but the thought of other people
school and most of them would know
ﬁnding out his personal inforwhat Xanga is, Stein said, “and I Iike to
mation was unsettling, so
he said he did not
do my own thing.”
Other students want a larger
want to post a lot
online community. Junior Ashley
about his life.
Craft said she has Myspace, which
“[It would not
she uses to talk to new people
be safe] if somebody
found
out
and keep in touch with her friends
from college.
where you lived, or
where you worked, or
“I have encountered some people
who are a little ‘off the hook’ for
even where you went to
me,” Craft said.
school,” Argo said.
Despite this, Ball said
Ball also found that people can be
strange online. Some strangers have
she ﬁnds online communities to be safe because “you
gotten unwanted information about
GRAPHICS BY CHRISSY HUMMEL
her, and some even IM her.
can choose the information
Other students, such as senior Josh
that is public for people to
Argo, do not use any online communities.Argo view on your web site.”

7

FOCUS

Arlingtonian

UA
Religion in

Growing prominence of religion-oriented
clubs, activities at UAHS leaves some
questioning groups’ place in school

by Biru Chen and Sara Mitchell

photos by Bailey Capelle and Allie Kattoua

I

n a small, darkened classroom, 10 students sit in a circle, sol- ever, freshman Kevin Murray does not see religious clubs as a
emnly bowing their heads in prayer. As a guest speaker—a problem. Murray said the only negative aspect of religious clubs
priest from a nearby parish—leads the group in prayer, the is that they may put too much pressure on students to convert
group listens intently to his words of religious conviction.
to specific religions.
Once a month, students like junior Mike Cline convert a classRegarding the constitutional mandate for separation of church
room into the home of the Dead Theologians Society, one of the and state, principal Kip Greenhill said these religious clubs are
newly created clubs that encourage stupurely student-initiated, and thus are
dents to actively participate in their relinot school-sponsored in any way; theregion at school. As more religious groups
fore, the school is not promoting certain
form at the school, the inevitable debate
religions. In fact, these clubs may even
over church and state ensues.
be beneficial to the school, he said.
DTS, the most recent religious school
“[Religious clubs] provide a way for
club, illustrates the growing prominence
some students to connect to the school,”
of religion aimed at UAHS students.
he said. “When students are connected,
While Cline enjoys the opportunity to
better learning takes place.”
learn more about his religion in the comGreenhill said religious clubs have
pany of his classmates, there are some
the potential to promote diversity in
constitutional questions over holding
the community.
Principal Kip Greenhill
such meetings in a public school.
“One concern that I have regarding
Junior Aaron Perks said he feels the
our school district is that it is very hoseparation of church and state is a sensimogeneous,” he said. “[Religious clubs]
tive issue.
bring better understanding, which brings more diversity in the
“There is no deﬁnite answer, but the Constitution says there high school.”
should be separation of [church and] state,” Perks said.
Cline initiated the Catholic-oriented DTS at the beginning of the
The issue of church and state may be a sensitive one; how- school year by approaching math teacher Jake Tawney.

[Religious clubs] provide a
way for students to connect
to the school. When students are connected, better
learning takes place.

December 10, 2004
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“I talked to Mr. Tawney about it, and he has a
Dead Theologians Society
at his church also,” Cline
said. “So we got to talking and he said he really
wanted one at the high
school, and I thought it
was a great idea.”
The Society, which
started in Newark, Ohio,
for Catholic adolescents,
has now spread to Catholic
high schools throughout Ohio, Tawney said. The UAHS branch of
DTS is the ﬁrst one at a public school.
DTS meetings typically revolve around a speciﬁc saint, Tawney
said. Guest speakers are invited to organize each gathering.
“The speakers begin with prayer, asking the students to leave
the stress of the day behind as we prepare to study the life of a
saint,” he said.
Many speakers then move into looking at original writings
and teach on the nature of God and being a follower of Christ,
Tawney said.
The DTS is not the only religious club or activity at the high
school. The Fellowship of Christian Athletes is another organization
of students which meets to share its faith. There is also a student
prayer time before school in room 132 every week, organized by
physics teacher Jeff Schuster.
Drafting teacher Michael King, one
of the advisers for the FCA, said students congregate in the high school
weight room before classes in the morning for Bible study and fellowship.
King said the club welcomes any
student, athlete or not. The club used
to meet at Jones Middle School about
10 years ago, but it changed its name
to the Fellowship of Student Christians because it was mostly non-athSenior
letes. When the club came to the high
school, the name changed back to its
original form.
Other student religious groups meet before school, but not at
UAHS. Junior Ashley Greathouse, who is Mormon, attends seminary classes every day before school at various UAHS students’
houses. The members take part in Mormon seminary classes in order to further their personal understanding of the religion. Each

The Religio
6% Other

What religion do you
associate yourself with?

How import
in you

10% None
2% Islam
2% Mormonism

21%
Catholic
Christianity

2% Judaism

18% Not
Important
22% Slightly
Important

1% Hinduism
55% Protestant
Christianity

36

meeting begins at 6 a.m., and the students are encouraged to attend
class every day.
The FCA and Mormon seminary are not new to the community.
Both morning programs were established in previous years; however, this year is the ﬁrst year for religion-based clubs at UAHS.
Along with the DTS, the Jewish Culture Club is also a new addition
to the high school.
The club welcomes all students, regardless of religion, who want to further their
knowledge of Jewish culture. At the club’s
ﬁrst meeting on Nov. 9, two members of
the Jewish Center came to UAHS to plan
future club meetings. Jewish Experiences
for Teens director Abigail Glass traveled to
the high school to start the club. JCC varies
from other clubs in that it aspires not to be
religious, but focused on learning about the
Jewish religion and culture, Glass said.
Devon Oser
Sophomore Jeff Benatar is a JCC member, as well as an active member in the Jewish student community.
“I think the club is good for me, because all the Jewish kids I
know live in Bexley. So it is nice to know some Jewish teens closer
to home,” he said.
Benatar appreciates having religious clubs like the JCC in the
school because it helps religious students meet others with the

Religious Groups

By combining religious clubs
at school, it really blends the
line between church and
state, and that line should
always be distinct.

10

Group

Baccalaureate Brunch
Dead Theologian Society
Fellowship of Christian Athletes
Jewish Culture Club
Seminary
Student Venture
Young Life

Denomination Meeting Location
Christian
Catholic
Christian
Jewish
Mormon
Christian
Christian

UAHS
UAHS
UAHS
UAHS
Students’ houses
Big Ten
Students’ houses

School-sponsore
No
Yes
Yes
No
No
No
No
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of the school. I am really there just for organization, to make sure the students get
done what they need to get done,” Tawney said.
Regardless of students’ and teachers’
tant is religion
Are you involved in religious
Do you think clubs for speciﬁc
roles in religion-based clubs, the promiur life?
clubs at the high school?
religions belong in schools?
nence and relative popularity of these reli9% Don’t Know
gious clubs show no signs of diminishing.
Since the implementation of these clubs,
10% Yes
students have begun to discuss the separa24% Very
tion of church and sstate. Due to freedom
Important
of speech
speech, students are permitted to congregate after or before school hours
hours. Even
42% No
though they are constitutionally allowed to
47% Yes
do so, not all students welcome the idea.
90% No
6% Important
Senior Devon Oser said she feels religious clubs and activities have no place in
a public domain, such as the high school.
“By housing religious clubs at school, it
SOURCE: VOLUNTARY NOV. 12 ARLINGTONIAN HOMEROOM SURVEY OF 227 STUDENTS
really blends the line between church and
state, and that line should always be distinct,” Oser said.
same affiliation.
Courts do not look at it that way, however, because anyone has
Student-initiated clubs that revolve around religion do not work
the same way as other UAHS clubs do. Assistant principal Jay Pow- legal access to school buildings, Greenhill said.
At the same time, senior Kathleen Nemer said she does not mind
ell, who oversees all clubs at the high school, said he emphasizes
the role of an adviser for a religious club is different than that of an the religious clubs as long as they do not impose their views on
other students.
adviser of a non-religious club.
Another religious
“In the case of a group that has a religious afﬁliation, the adviser serves as really just a custodian … I mean a custodian from event that is held at
the standpoint that there’s someone there to handle anything that the high school is the
annual Baccalaureate
could potentially be a liability issue,” Powell said.
The Supreme Court has ruled that students are free to start any Brunch and Service
for seniors, sponclub they want at school, but teachers cannot, Greenhill said.
Powell said he believes it is important to have an adviser such sored by senior paras Tawney present at religious clubs so that he can act as a me- ents. Congregational
diator. Still, advisers should confine their role to watching over hymns, biblical readthe student conversations and making sure the students are safe. ings and a Christian
For example, Tawney is not permitted to share his own beliefs service are a part of the program. This service is not school sponwith the students at the club meetings or advertise his faith in sored because the school is not promoting or paying for these religious activities, Greenhill said.
any form if the meetings are on school property.
“I have actually never attended the Baccalaureate service because
Tawney said he thinks it is extremely important that the students are allowed to meet, but at the same time he understands it is not school sponsored,” he said.
Oser said she also thinks events such as the Baccalaureate
what his role as adviser entails.
“Obviously we have the separation of church and state laws and Brunch are not appropriate for school. Even if the school does not
that’s where, with my role, I have to be very careful. I am not sup- directly sponsor such religious activities, Oser said it seems the
posed to teach at all, not supposed to speak and really not even school is implicitly endorsing these specific religions simply by
supposed to give my opinion too much because I am an employee holding events such as these on school grounds.

ous Divide at UAHS

ed

Adviser

Senior Parents
Jake Tawney
Mike King
Abigail Glass
Caryl Angelos
Tim Ehrhart
Steve Gardner

December 10, 2004

Mission

Religious celebration for seniors
To study Catholic saints
“To see the world impacted for Jesus Christ through the inﬂuence of athletics ...”
To learn more about Jewish culture
Study aspects of Mormon religion
“... to give every teenager the opportunity to hear the truth and love of Jesus Christ ...”
“Every kid, everywhere, for eternity.”

SOURCE: CLUB REPRESENTATIVES AND/OR WEB SITES
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Students speak out
on religious clubs
They’re good, because they give
people a chance to interact with a
positive club. Religious clubs bring
students together, to collaborate
about religion and school.
The clubs also help to bring out
good qualities in people. And at the
same time teach students about
different religions. I think they offer
students good opportunities and experiences.
Freshman Cameron Horner
People should have the opportunity to be
involved in religious clubs after school, because they are not allowed to talk about
religion during school hours. The clubs
give students the opportunity to voice
their religious opinions. Since students
cannot discuss religion during school, religious clubs give them the chance to have
religious discussions. I believe the clubs are
good to have in school because of what they give to the students.
Sophomore Elizabeth Concilla
Our school has become a church
bulletin board because of all the
religious clubs. When I walk down
the school hallway it seems like their
are religious posters all over the place.
Everywhere I look there’s some kind of
religious paraphernalia.
It seems like this year the school has
suddenly become religious. It seems like
all of the signs I see are Christian and not diverse.
Junior Jim Dewille
Religious clubs divide the student body
purely based on religion, and that is
something that should not happen in
a public school. If students want to
organize themselves based on religion,
they should do it at church, in a youth
group or any other community setting.
I don’t think it is appropriate for
students to gather to discuss their faith
here, at school. It begins to separate students too much.
Senior Devon Oser
12

Off school property, Young
Life and Student Venture
are two popular teen youth
groups attended by UAHS
students. Each appeals to different groups of teens, but in
the end they have the same
goal, according to Student
Venture Leader and English
teacher Mike Donelson.
“[Student Venture] is a
positive opportunity to expose
different aspects of spirituality, where students can ask questions and get answers. You can have
a good time with different types of events that are conducted in a
non-threatening way.” Donelson said.
Young Life leader Bryan Warman said there is no competition
between the two groups. Donelson said students just have to decide what program is the best ﬁt for them.
“[Student Venture and Young Life] have a slightly different
philosophy but the same goal: having people understand Christianity. They have the same message, it’s just sent in a different way.
Young Life is more social, while Student Venture is more straightforward in teaching,” Donelson said.
Senior Jake Early, a participant of Young Life, said he believes
the people are the main difference between the two groups.
“Young Life has a lot more wild, crazy people. They are more
outgoing and off the wall, while Student Venture is a little more
reserved and conservative.” Early said.
Other students prefer to attend Student Venture. Such students
include sophomore Alexys Hansel, who is part of the leadership for
Student Venture.
“[Student Venture] has strengthened my relationship with God
and helps me learn more about Christ,” Hansel said.
Socially, Warmen said Young Life is good especially for students who do not have many friends.
“Your teenage years [are] when you’re developing,” Warman
said. “Young Life provides an outlet for a lot of trouble that you go
through in high school. It gives people a meaning to life and shows
why we’re here. It shows you God’s love. It’s especially important
for someone who many not be getting that at home or have many
friends, to know that God still loves them.”
Both groups provide social and religious opportunities for students. Some students prefer one over the other, but they will both
continue to be dominate programs at UAHS.
With a variety of different religious clubs and programs being
offered throughout the community, students interpret the addition
of religious clubs in varied ways. Donelson said the diverse options
are good for the students, because it gives them the opportunity to
make up their own minds about religion
The 10 members of the DTS have already made up their minds.
As they ﬁnish their prayer, the featured priest stands up to begin
his presentation. Religious activities will always have close ties with
the UA community. Despite concerns that these religious clubs
may not be appropriate
opriate for a public school setting, those in favor
continue to use them in their quest to praise God.
December 10, 2004
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F tournaments revisited
Fall
as winter sports get under way

designed by Alex Dappen and Lindsey Swanson

The Jock Stop
Senior Water Polo
Captain

Molli
Gerken

PHOTO BY

ALEX DAPPPEN

Molli, when did you start practicing the art of hydrolic polo?
I joined the [polo] team freshman year,
but I began swimming competitively
when I was about 9.
Who will be the captains next
year?
The 2005 captains will be [juniors] Emily
Bennett, Kate Stiebler, Olivia Miranda
and Kendra Davis. I think they will
have a great season.
What is the most common
injury?
The injuries are mostly shoulder, back
and knee problems from overwork—
not many injuries during games.
When in the water do you most
feel like a ﬁsh, sea horse,
dolphin, walrus, oil tanker or
sea turtle?
I can’t be a shark? I guess I would be a
dolphin then. They are smarter and
faster anyway.

Top Right: Running in a pack to the ﬁnish,
co-captains senior Ben McCombs, junior Jimmy
Notwell and senior Andrew Hunter run in the
Nov. 6 State cross country meet.The boys placed
16th out of 150 in the state for Division I.

14

PHOTO BY

ALLIE KATTOUA

Bottom Right: Senior co-captain Bobby Lane
putts on the OSU Golf Course’s ninth hole
during the Oct. 22 state ﬁnals. The team placed
fourth in the state.

PHOTO BY

Bottom Left: Fighting to complete a pass,
sophomore David Cameruca throws the ball.
Cameruca helped lead the boys water polo team
to a state championship Nov. 6 at OSU.

LINDSEY SWANSON

Center: During the Nov. 6 tournament, senior
co-captain Kristen Wallace protects the ball
from her Napoleon Cats opponent. The girls
won their ﬁfth consecutive state championship.
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HOOP DREAMS

POTENTIAL STARTERS
Senior David Nemer

Basketball players call for large student sections;
students demand wins to attract patronage
by Luc Nutter

THE TEAM

T

he darkness at 5 a.m. can be depressing,
and it feels much too cold for an October
morning. The bright lights of the gym
blind the tired players as they take the court for
their two-and-a-half hour practice. Drills begin,
and play continues until the clock strikes 7:30
a.m., at which time the players shower for their
ﬁrst class which starts in 35 minutes.
According to sophomore Mike Schwartz,
morning practices mark the beginning of a new
season highly anticipated by the players.
Senior Michael Seibert said that it is during these morning practices that the team
starts to feel like a family.
“We all go through hell together,” Seibert said.
“We practice, play, win and lose as a team.”
With such determination and dedication,
it would be hard for anyone to overlook the
effort the Bears are putting into their season.

GOALS FOR SEASON
While the goal of going undefeated is always in the cards, the Bears have set some
more realistic goals, such as being conference
champions and winning the district title.
This year is the ﬁrst that the Bears play
in their new division. According to athletic
director Chris Potts, the new division will be
more difﬁcult than before.
“The teams [in the new conference] are tough,”
he said. “However, I think all of our sports teams will
welcome the challenge and rise to the occasion.”
The challenge will be especially difficult considering the youth of the team. The experience of the
three co-captains, seniors David Nemer, Michael
Seibert and Chris Kemme, will be crucial in shaping
the young team for the daunting conference games.
Having a young team, however, is not always
detrimental, especially in today’s world where
young stars are stealing the spotlight in sporting
arenas all across the country.
HOME GAMES

*Indicates holiday tournament
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Strong, fast, and dedicated,
Nemer’s aggressiveness and
hunger for the ball brings life
to games.

This year the basketball Bears have some
weapons that will be hard for other teams to
defend against. The team is very deep—it can
easily call on a seventh or eighth man on the
roster to step it up. They have two “big men”
who will help put points on the board by creating a mismatch at the four spot (power forward), giving the Bears huge post-power.
On the bench the Bears have speed,
strength, mad ups (large vertical jumps), and
lights out shooting. The bench as a whole will
act as this year’s sixth man.
Looking past the stats, Nemer claims the
guys have overwhelming team camaraderie.
From junior Zach Magato’s “ugly dance” to
Kemme’s oatmeal-cookie bodywash used during
post-game showers, the team has character.
This strong team bond helps when it comes to
issues such as playing time. Magato said that everybody on the team knows that there will be times
when they too will have to “ride the pine.”
“Obviously everybody wants to play the whole
game, but we all know that [coach] always has a
higher plan in his head,” he said. “He knows what
we are all capable of.”

VERDICT FOR SEASON
Many students believe this season will be no
different than the previous ones—a season marked
by “good effort,” not undefeated records.
This might seem true when not even the
captains can guarantee wins. The captains
have, however, considered the possibility of
going undefeated, and Nemer said that no
matter what the circumstances, the team will
never become over-conﬁdent.
“It’s a ‘one game at a time’ philosophy,”
Nemer said. “Hopefully we’ll come out of the
gate strong and stay strong.”
But in UA, where the life of the student
fan is easily killed when the team nears a .500

December 3 - 7:30 p.m.
December 7 - 7:30 p.m.
December 17 - 7:30 p.m.

* December

29, 30 TBA
January 11 - 7:30 p.m.
January 14 - 7:30 p.m.
m.

Sophomore Mike Schwartz
Being the rookie won’t stop
him from posting mad numbers. Look for him to be the
breakout athlete on the team.

Junior Matt Streng
When the kid has his shot
on, he is lights out. With
solid strength, Streng sets
some promising picks.

Senior Chris Kemme
One of the “big men,” Kemme
is agile and quick, and will be
a rebounding machine helping
the team start fast breaks.

Senior Michael Seibert

Center

Being tall and strong makes
him a threat at the low post.
Watch for a dunk this year
from this guy.

record, it is crucial for the team to win if they
want large student sections.
For junior Matt Streng, huge student sections are what high school basketball is about.
“It is easy to step up my game when we’ve
got a crowd,” he explained.
Coach Tim Casey said he agrees that student sections are a big contributor to the atmosphere of games, and big ones usually give
some extra motivation to players.
In addition, the Bears have a brand new
sound system that promises to rock the house
during pre-game warmups and halftime, which
may also promote student attendance.
To state the obvious, the key to the Bears desired success is by winning games. The team is hoping that by doing so, students’ love of basketball will
go back to what it used to be.
January 15 - 7:30 p.m.
January 28 - 7:30 p.m.
February 4 - 7:30 p.m.
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Chapungu

Stories in stone

Conservatory presents
African artists’ sculptures

by Kaitlyn Williams, photos by Alex Dappen

V

ivid green leaves frame the powerful
eagle alighting on a rough stump. The
Chapungu’s sleek wings beat the sky
and his strong talons grip a jagged rock. One
piercing eye stares coldly as light reﬂects off
the black, brown and rust-colored cobalt. This
sculpture by Lamech Bonjesi, titled “Chapungu
Landing,” is one of over 50 hand-carved stone
sculptures interspersed throughout the vibrant
plant life of the Franklin Park Conservatory.
The exhibit, Chapungu: Stories in Stone, which
runs until July 4, features the stone sculptures of
various artists from the Chapungu Sculpture Park
in Harare, Zimbabwe. According to the conservatory web site, Chapungu (pronounced Cha-poongoo) “is the name of the Bateleur eagle, a majestic
bird with black and white feathers, long wings
and a short tail.” This captivating exhibit tells stories of traditional and modern Africa through passionate stone sculptures ranging in size from three
to 11 feet and 600 to 2,600 pounds.

1

Nature and the Environment
Five sections, each one presenting a different
theme, comprise the Chapungu experience.
This ﬁrst section is located in the Himalayan, Rainforest and Desert biomes. Addressing the mythological and ecological stories of

the Shona people, sculptures in this section
depict the connection between the natural
and spiritual world of Zimbabwe.
A plaque detailing the artist, date of creation, type of stone and vignette about the piece
accompanies each sculpture. These short stories
enhance the sculpture’s effect by imparting the
artists’ feelings on the visitor. With its green
stone, the piece “Euphorbia in Bloom” stands
at a commanding height, yet each individual
bloom on the tall trunk of the piece is beautiful
and delicate, showing the duality of life.

The Children

2
16

The second section in the Bonzai Courtyard,
is a more modern take on the African family, il-

lustrating the value of children in African society
and their importance to the family unit.
One sculpture, titled “Teaching Mother to
Read,” depicts two children and a mother holding an open book. Though they have individual
heads and upper bodies, their lower bodies meld
into one block of stone. This suggests the cohesiveness of children and elders and the equal
role each individual family member plays.

The Village and Family Life
Set in the Paciﬁc Islands, the third section
examines the relationships between members
of extended families and the role of different
jobs in African society.
“The Musician” shows a man with a goaDecember 10, 2004
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3
tee playing his guitar to entertain the village.
His head and beard follow the same shape as
the large leaves surrounding his head, wide
on top and gradually growing narrower.
This section also illustrates the joy and pain of
families everywhere, with sculptures such as “A
Time Together” and “The First Kicks.” The ﬁrst
piece shows a family talking together and the
second shows an expectant mother and her husband feeling for the signs of their unborn child.

The Elders and the Spirit World
The fourth section is displayed in the Showhouse area. This section focuses on the religious aspects of Shona life. Spirits are imperative and often
consulted on crucial matters of the family. This
makes them a signiﬁcant aspect of African art.
“N’anga and His Owl” tells how “At night
the traditional healer sends his owl to learn the
secrets of the village.” This sculpture emphasizes the element of texture in the Chapungu exhibit because they almost invite curious hands
although they cannot be touched. “N’anga and
His Owl” is rough in some places and smooth
as glass in others. To feel the multiple textures
of the owl’s leg offers a new dimension which is
not available with traditional art forms.

The Role of Women
The ﬁnal section is found in the Palm
House, a large, glass-paneled room ﬂooded
with sunlight. This section highlights the expected roles of women in both the traditional
and modern African society.
December 10, 2004
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4
1. “N’anga and His Owl” by Amos Supuni
2. “Chapungu Landing” by Lameeh Bonjesi
3. “Euphorbia in Bloom”
4. “The Musician” by Gladman Zinyeka
5. “Coming Home to Die”

A small sculpture called “Comforting My Child”
shows a mother embracing her young child accompanied by a plaque saying, “He is still so young but
he understands so much, and is easily hurt by our
circumstances.” Despite the simple structure of the
mother’s face, her expression shows much passion.
“Coming Home to Die” represents a crawling
woman clinging to her mother crying, “The hospital has no drugs. When I was diagnosed as H.I.V.
positive, they said ‘Go home, we cannot help you.’
As always, my mother receives me with compassion.” The sculpture shows a mother ready to accept her child regardless of the circumstances.
In addition to the scuptures, the exhibit features many programs meant to expand Central
Ohioans’ understanding of the Shona culture,
a Zimbabwean tribe, Conservatory Marketing
Director Nancy Stigers said.
The Chapungu exhibit offers more than art
though, oopportunities include a stone-carving
workshop that allows participants to create a
sculpture from a piece of Zimbabwean stone aided
by an artist-in-residence. The ﬁve-day workshop
costs $500 for Conserva
Conservatory members and $600
for nonmembers. There will also be children’s activities such as mask-making and an activity devoted to listening to the “sound of stone.”
“The intent [of these events], Stigers said,
“is to show threads between local black artists
and African art.”

Artist Nkomo

Resident sculptor
shares artistic insight

S

culptor Taylor Nkomo, who lives
in Zimbabwe, is an artist-in-residence at the Conservatory for
one month. He said his family inﬂuenced
his decision to take art as a career.
“I was encouraged to take art as a
career when I was very young,” he said.
“My grandfather used to carve in wood,
not stone. I used to paint. I enjoyed
sculpting more than painting.”
He said he received some artistic
training but mostly taught himself his
craft through watching Zimbabwean
masters. His sculptures depict his childhood memories, he said, and some are
just inspired by nature. Many of his
pieces grace the Conservatory and
portray families and can be found in
various sections.
Nkomo said he spends various
amounts of time on his artwork.
“It depends on the quality of the
stone,” he said. “Some are hard, some
are soft. [It also] depends on the subject
and details.”
He said the current piece of
Spring Stone he was carving weighs
approximately 20 kilograms (44
pounds) and would take 10 days to
two weeks to complete.
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Thank You
Staff Editorial

O

ver the course of the last
year, Upper Arlington schools
have cut numerous school
programs and staff positions in order to
adjust to a weakened economy. A $7.5
million operating levy was placed on
the Nov. 2 ballot to sustain the schools’
established programs. Thankfully, a large
majority of Upper Arlington’s voting
population recognized the need for the
levy and overwhelmingly passed it. The
Arlingtonian staff would like to thank the
community for passing this essential
school levy.
The necessity of the levy
stemmed from a loss
in income from
the state, business taxes and
investment. The
loss, aggravated by
an increase in maintenance costs, added
to the ﬁnancial worries
of the district. The levy is
imperative to accommodate the decreased funding
and inﬂation so that all UA
city schools can continue
to offer high quality education to students.
Without the passage of the levy, UA’s
schools would be hit
hard. A failing levy would
have entailed the removal
of some faculty positions,
program cuts and more. This
would hinder schools’ ability
to perform at their best,
which means the quality of
the education UA students
receive would deteriorate.
UA’s taxpayers deserve
a hearty thanks for realizing
the great importance of
Issue #103. With their support, UA schools no longer
have to endure budget cuts.
While no one likes paying more
taxes, giving children the highest
quality of education possible is
more than reason enough to
get out the checkbook.
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Is Religion Good for Humanity?

I

n the immortal words of The Simpnot use their religious beliefs to fuel
sons’ Reverend Lovejoy, the answer
bigotry. It is sad that religion is being
to my question would be “Short
used for hatred and intolerance.
answer ‘yes’ with an
For example, faith
‘if,’ long answer ‘no’
is often taken to
with a ‘but.’” For many
the next step when
reading this column the
religious zealots
answer is an unequivobomb abortion clinics
cal yes. Religion plays
because they think
a strong role in many
abortion is murder.
people’s lives, but— I
While I can underwill be honest—it
stand these people’s
does not play a role in
strong pro-life sentimine. I do, however,
ment, murdering
have a firm opinion on
people for murdering
this subject. In fact, I
babies does hold a
believe it puts me in
twinge of hypocrisy.
a good position to be
My biggest comChadd Harbold
an objective observer
plaint with religion is
because I am neither
its divisiveness. The
strongly religious or atheist.
‘we are right, they are wrong’ attiFervently religious people
tude hurts the world. Ideas that hold
who say religion is unequivitrue to this mantra are also dangercally good for humanity are
ous. For example, life after death is
denying certain facts and
the most mysterious idea known to
events that have occurred
us; for a person to say they know
throughout history. The
what happens in the beyond seems
Crusades, Northern Ire- pompous to me . Someone’s belief
land, the Middle East
should not attempt to refute others’,
and the World Trade
because the truth is, no one knows
Center are all examples which religion is ‘right.’
of the problems which
I am not trying to tell people what
can stem from religion
to believe here, and I would not even
and the tension between
mention it if that way of thinking
different religions. That did not have consequences. But some
fact is hard for many
religions teach the idea that anyone
to swallow.
who does not worship the same God is
Despite this, I do
going to hell. That way of thinking is
believe religion holds
dangerous, not to mention offensive.
benefits for humanI have a problem with anyone sayity. I realize faith has
ing that their religious belief is ‘right,’
guided many people
because most of our religious beliefs
through difficult times.
are based on our parents’ beliefs and
The trouble arises when society. No one should be condemned
religion is used for the
for connecting with the religion of
wrong reasons.
these sources.
In today’s sociReligion needs to drop its baggage and
ety, gay marriage
guide people spiritually and morally. It
and homosexuality
needs to put an end to divisive rhetoric,
are divisive issues.
spiritual wars and intolerance, not fuel
They would not
it. Religion has the potential to help the
be if certain
world , but it is having a hard time reachEDITORIAL CARTOON BY EMILY TEACH
people would
ing that potential.
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from editor...
the
Community’s values on voting
day show ‘negative’ stereotype
of UA students may be true,
but in the best way possible

S

tudents in UA often get offended when
students from other schools use terms like
“snob” or “rich kids” to describe us. It is
no secret that UA students are stereotyped as
being well-to-do, yet we get upset when we
hear such things.
But wait a minute. Doesn’t our school offer
11 AP classes? Didn’t we just implement the
International Baccalaureate program this year?
And doesn’t it cost students about $600 to earn
an IB diploma?
And it’s not just our wide range of course offerings. Our school houses over 150 computers and
six computer labs in the Learning Center alone.
Our LC provides 13,000 books and 6,000 videos
to students to use at their whim, and endless
Internet sources at students’ ﬁngertips. To take it
even further, our school has clean bathrooms and
cafeteria facilities, tidy hallways and extremely
qualiﬁed teachers. Such things we generally take
for granted may not always be this way at other
schools. Thus, the truth is that Upper Arlington
students are well-to-do.
Many students are unaware of how fortunate
we are to live in this community. It is because our

community is so well-to-do that UA citizens are
so overwhelmingly willing to pass our levies, that
we are so fortunate to have such endless resources.
While other districts are struggling to even pass
school levies, our levy passed easily.
Sure, UA may not be your ideal place to live
for the rest of your life. You may not even be
thrilled to live here right now. But later in life, I
assure you, you will be thankful you grew up and
attended high school in a community that values
education as much as we do. The little nit-picky
details that may irk you now about UA will seem
much less signiﬁcant. Comparing our school
to many others in less-afﬂuent districts, we are
privileged to be distinguished as “one of the top
high schools in the United States,” as principal Kip
Greenhill so proudly states.
Next time someone scorns you for living in UA
or calls you a “snob,” try not to be offended. Instead
of denying the high caliber education you receive,
take advantage of the opportunities it offers.

Biru Chen
Editor in Chief
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Seniors’ ﬁnd solution to sweaty school socials

A
Bailey Capelle
and Allie Kattou
December 10, 2004

s the doors open to another school dance,
a steam of choking humidity engulfs the
lungs, causing a loss of breath, dizziness,
a headache, coughing and dry heaves. Once students make it through the door, they chuckle as
couples slow dance, watching their hands sliding
off each other’s shoulders due to the excessive
amounts of sweat.
We propose an alternative to this soggy situation. Winter dance should take place in an industrial
freezer with raw meat hanging from the ceiling.
With this new venue, students will exercise
a new method called “dance then dine.” After
the hour-long ﬂash fest of pictures, students will
proceed directly to the dance to ﬁnd meat hoisted

from the ceiling, waiting to be thawed. As more
and more people arrive, the temperature rises and
layers of coats, hats and gloves are stripped away.
Eventually the meat softens and students
dance alongside their choice of meat to cook it
to their liking. For example, well done meat will
result from grinding. Once cooked, it is only a
matter of retrieving the meat. We recommend
the “jump and bite” procedure; one should
simultaneously jump from the ground and bite the
meat in order to relinquish the steaks hung from
the string.
Say goodbye to sweaty armpits and clammy
waltzes; school dances from now on will be a
freezing hit!
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