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“Jekyll & Hyde” reviewed  •  Quirky clubs profiled  •  Columnist bemoans airplane conditions

Getting to Graduation:
Students arrive in a variety 
of ways—some more 
unusual than others
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Arlingtonian is a student-produced newsmagazine published approxi-
mately every four weeks by Journalism III-A students at Upper Arlington High 
School. The publication has been established as a public forum for student 
expression and for the discussion of issues of concern to its audience. It will not 
be reviewed or restrained by school officials prior to publication or distribution. 

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student expression, the editorial board, 
which consists of the staff’s top editors, will determine the content of the 
newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore, material may not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions or policies of Upper Arlington school officials. 

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, guest columns and news 
releases from faculty, administrators, community residents, students and the 
general public. The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the right to withhold 
a letter or column and return it for more information if it determines the piece 
contains items of unprotected speech as defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters and columns meeting the above criteria will 
be posted in full on the Arlingtonian web site at  
www.arlingtonian.com for a minimum of four weeks. Arlingtonian and its 
staff will strive to publish only legally protected speech following the legal 
definitions for libel, obscenity and invasion of privacy.  

The staff will also refrain from printing stories that create a material dis-
ruption of school activities. Because the Arlingtonian staff will determine content 
of the publication, it will therefore also take complete legal and financial responsibility 
for what is printed.Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a story solely on the 
basis of possible dissent or controversy. 

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing and production costs 
through advertising sales, subscription sales and other fundraisers. The editor 
or co-editors shall interpret and enforce this editorial policy.
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w
elcome to 
Arlingtonian issue 
number seven. This 
issue is unique for 
several reasons.

first, you may notice that you 
have received two issues. while 
you may have simply thought, 
“Sweet, double the fine, award-
winning reading material” i can 
assure you that it is much more 
than that. The Spring Supplement 
represents the hard work of nine 
Journalism ii students. Together, 
they have sold ads, been publicly 
accused by a teacher of being 
rude and “sarcastic” and, in the 
end, completed a body of work 
reflective of their learning in 
Journalism i and ii. next year you 
will see many of them on the staff 
of Arlingtonian.

Second, this issue was lovingly 
completed during the “blizzard of 
‘08” and required staff members 
to  come to school for several 
hours on days most students 
were at home. All readers should 
have an appreciation for the 
extent of this sacrifice. 

Third, and most serious, this 
issue is unique for what it does 
not contain. As an editorial 
board, we were faced with the 
decision of how best to cover 
art teacher kevin Chapman’s 

arrest and upcoming trial. in the 
end, we decided it would be 
most responsible to wait until 
more information is available and 
until the case has progressed to 
a point at which we can avoid 
temptation to report in a biased 
manner. Until that date, i would 
like to encourage our readers to 
remember the premise on which 
our legal system rests: all people 
accused of crimes are presumed 
innocent until proven guilty in a 
court of law. 

in addition, we encourage 
readers to discourage those 
individuals who have taken it 
upon themselves to try the case 
in the court of public opinion—
whether through the spreading 
of rumors or through malicious 
websites. it is important to protect 
and respect the rights of both the 
accuser and the accused.

newest issue presents Variety oF 
Challenges and aCComplishments

 From the editor

Katie stucko, editor in Chief

Have something to say?
email us at arlingtonians@yahoo.com

or visit www.arlingtonian.com

arlingtonian marCh 28, 2008 3



news

g
eorge Alyateem is a senior at East 
Mecklenburg High, a fine student with 
a 4.5 grade point average in the school’s 
rigorous International Baccalaureate 

program and a receiver on the football team.
Yet he can’t quickly rattle off all the colleges where 

he’s applied for admission.
There’s too many—nine.
“The competition is rising,” said Alyateem, who 

wants to be an orthopedic surgeon. “Applying to 
more colleges gives me a better chance to go to the 
school I want.”

It’s seniors like Alyateem who have admissions 
offices at colleges working overtime sorting through 
stacks of applications.

Applicants to Queens University of Charlotte, 
N.C., are up 37 percent over last year. The numbers 
have also jumped at Davidson College (up 10 
percent), Johnson C. Smith University (10 percent) 
and UNC Charlotte (5 percent).

Winthrop University in Rock Hill, N.C., has four 
to five applicants for each available space in the next 
freshman class of 1,000 to 1,075 students. A number 
of trends are fueling the rise.

Nationwide, the current high school senior class 
is the largest in 20 years. They’re applying to college 
in record numbers and the process has never been 
more user-friendly, with most colleges accepting 
applications online. Some schools waive application 
fees if students file that way. More seniors are 
casting wider nets, applying to multiple colleges. 
The “Common Application” works at 315 schools 
nationally, including eight in the Carolinas. A 
student can apply to several schools with the punch 
of a computer button.

“Where once students were sending three 

applications, they’re up to five to eight,” said 
Tina McEntire, UNCC director of undergraduate 
admissions. “I’ve talked to my colleagues and 
everybody’s up.”

There are pitfalls for applicants.
With a bigger applicant pool, schools can be even 

more selective.
At schools like Davidson, with no plans to 

increase enrollment, wait lists could grow.
So could rejections.
“It puts us in the business of having to say `no’ 

more often,” said Chris Gruber, Davidson’s vice 
president and dean of financial aid.

And application fees aren’t cheap—$50 a pop at 
Davidson and UNCC. George Alyateem spent nearly 
$500 to file his nine applications.

The applications spike won’t necessarily translate 
into larger freshman classes. Since many students 
are filing multiple applications, they’re applying to 
school they have no intention of attending. “These 
kids want choices and they can choose only one 
school,” said UNCC’s McEntire.

Colleges call these students “phantom applicants.”
“The 150 very selective colleges are sending out 

more acceptances because they’re having a harder time 
figuring out who’s going to attend,” said David Hawkins, 
director of public policy and research for the National 
Association for College Admission Counseling.

“So in a way, these students who send out 10 
to 15 applications are shooting themselves in the 
foot. They’re causing some of the uncertainty in the 
admission process.” Sandy Rhinehart, East Meck’s 
guidance counseling chair, advises students to apply 
to three to five schools. “We tell kids they should 
have a dream school and the other ones should be 
sure schools,” she said.   

Colleges work overtime  
on record number of applications

the competition is rising. 
applying to more colleges 
gives me a better chance 
to go to the school i want. 

eAST MeCklenbURg 
HigH SCHOOl SeniOR 

geORge AlyATeeM 

Gilda McGee Parker, an assistant 
director of admissions for the 
traditional undergraduate at 
Queens University, works on 
college applications March 4, 
2008, in Charlotte, North Carolina. 
Queens University has received 
37 percent more applications than 
they had last year. p

h
o

to
 C

o
u

r
te

s
y 

| m
C

t 
C

a
m

p
u

s
s

to
r

y 
C

o
u

r
te

s
y 

| d
aV

id
 p

er
lm

u
tt

 o
F 

m
C

C
la

tC
h

y 
n

ew
s

arlingtonianmarCh 28, 20084



news

e
ntering the quiet auditorium, students hurried to 
find their partners and a laptop to begin working 
on their Group 4 Project. Recently, several classes 
have been missing large portions of their students 

due to this G4 Project, whose effectiveness is now called into 
question by participating students.

According to science teacher 
Warren Orloff, the project was a 
way for students taking different 
IB science courses to interact and 
combine their subject areas to 
research and present a topic.

Orloff said the project is in its 
fourth year at UAHS and required 
for the IB science program.

“This is my second year doing this project, but I was very 
pleased with the results,” Orloff said. “There was some really 
spectacular work. I was very impressed, because it was much 
better than last year.”

Some students, such as junior Wesley Jenq said the 
project left room for improvement.

“It’s not very well organized,” Jenq said, indicating groups 
of students whose group members left early, or who finished 
their assigned work and stayed behind with nothing to do.

Likewise, junior Gabi Stroh said the concept of the 
project needed some development.

“[The project] was not very beneficial, and it was hard 
because I [couldn’t] really see any of my group members 
[outside of the meetings],” Stroh said. “The project was a weird 
idea; we didn’t really apply what we learned. I don’t understand 
why you would take four people from different science classes, 

put them together and make them do a 
project together.”

Despite being pleased with the overall 
results, Orloff agreed that projects such as 
this always leave room for improvement.

Although the G4 Project appeared to be 
just another research project, students like 
junior Matt Westwood agreed it nevertheless 
required them to challenge themselves. 

Orloff said this was one of the unique 
aspects of the project: students could present their topic using 
different sciences such as physics, biology or environmental.

“It was hard sometimes because no one completely 
understood their own subject area, but then we had to 
teach it to [each other],” Westwood said.

Despite these nuisances, Westwood said the overall 
experience of the project was beneficial for him. 

“[G4] was annoying in some ways,” Westwood said. 
“We already miss classes for other things, and this project 
required half a day for meeting together. [But], in the end, 
I think it was valuable enough to take the time.”

c indy liu, ‘09

students question iB g4 project

there was some really 
spectacular work. i was very 
impressed, because it was 
much better than last year.

SCienCe TeACHeR 
wARRen ORlOff

Almost two years after “Timeframe” was 
published, UAHS’s 2006 Norwester 
yearbook won the Premier Print Award. 
Awarded by Printing Industries of 

America, the Premier Print Award is the largest and 
most prestigious international publishing competition.

According to Jostens, Inc., the printer of 
Norwester, over 5000 entries were accepted for this 
competition and Norwester was one of only two high 
school publications to receive the 2006 award. 

Craig Mangum, editor in chief of the 2006 
Norwester and 2007 graduate of UAHS, said he was 
thrilled with “Timeframe,” and winning the award 
proves UAHS’s publishing potential.

“What made our year so successful was an 
excellent staff who recognized that there truly was 
nothing holding us back from making an amazing 
publication, other than our own inclinations toward 
laziness and trying to pass off substandard work as 
simply ‘good enough,’” Mangum said.

Because the world is dictated by time, Mangum 
said the publication used time as a lens to capture 
the 2006 student life. “Timeframe” was divided into 

different sections that represent snapshots of different 
portions of the year.

“Our goal with the 2006 yearbook was to show 
that what we learn and take from our time in 
high school is completely dependent upon how 
we utilize the very limited amount of time we 
are given,” Mangum said. “It is the purpose of 
a yearbook to capture, to the best of [the staff’s] 
ability, the different activities, experiences and 
memories students fill their four years with.”

Although the criteria for the Premier Print Award 
includes print quality, design and photo quality, looking 
for excellence beyond journalistic merit, Mangum 
believes “Timeframe” contains some of the best written 
yearbook material UAHS has published.

“I consider the 2006 book to be one of the most 
strongly-written yearbooks UAHS has produced,” 
Mangum said. “I know many people don’t read the 
writing when they initially receive the book, but 20 
years down the road when we have all forgotten the 
details and experiences of high school, the superb 
writing in that book will more than adequately 
remind them.”

Time for Timeframe
2006 Norwester wins Premier Print Award

c indy liu, ‘09

This seal signifies reception 
of the Premier Print Award. 
“Timeframe” was one of two 
high school publications to 
receive the international award.
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Feature

Club Craze UAHS has a variety of interests, and the birth of several quirky 
groups this year reflects this.Three clubs are profiled below.

seniors Anna Wang and Diana Tsai were 
joking one day when they suggested the need 

for an Asian Women’s club, but senior Mintai 
Wang turned the joke into reality. 

“It started as a joke, but then we thought it 
could actually be a good idea,” Wang said. 

As they soon found, their idea was not the 
only one circulating.

“I went to [global language teacher Lisa] 
Markovich to ask if she would advise the Asian 
Women’s club but she said [seniors Eve Millet 
and Nishant Makhija] were planning to start a 
Multicultural club,” Wang said. “She suggested we 
combine the two groups.”

The two groups decided to merge, and 
formed the Multicultural/Asian Women’s 
club in January 2008.

Wang said the main goal of the club is 
to discuss a variety of cultures and the issues 
pertaining to them, as well as sampling the 
culture itself.

“We want to talk about and sample as many 
cultures as we can,” Wang said. “The Multicultural 
club is a good place to meet people who have the 
same background or interest in the world as you.” 

The club meets Wednesdays afterschool 
in room 245; out-of-school excursions are 
planned frequently.

Joumana KhatiB, ‘09

sophomore Will Adams wants to live his life 
to its maximum potential; for this reason, he 

created TRACTUS with other sophomores Nikhil 
Vengal, Tyler Moody and Trent Hiltbrand. 

Underneath this message lies the club’s 
intent—to develop a personal relationship 
with God.  

“For us, truly living is living for more than 
ourselves every day; it is living for our Lord,  Jesus 
Christ, and that is what TRACTUS is based on,” 
Will said.  “We wanted to create a new community 
in UAHS centered on Jesus, where everyone loves 
and encourages each other.”

Senior Megan Adams said aside from its 
religious connotations, TRACTUS is committed 
to spreading camaraderie throughout the school.

“The purpose of [the club] is to give back to 
others,” Megan said. 

Megan said one of her favorite aspects of the 
club is its supportive environment.

“At TRACTUS, we can talk about a variety of 
subjects you usually don’t talk about at school,” she 
said. “You have the strength of others to rely on.”

Any student who wants to improve or grow 
a personal relationship with God would be 
interested in attending, Will said.

Meetings are held Mondays after school in the 
second floor LC.

uAHS math teacher Brian Chandler’s strong 
“interest in the Star Wars series is well-known 

throughout the school, so his agreement to advise the 
Star Wars club was logical.

“It was great to see a new generation of students 
who are interested in Star Wars,” Chandler said. 

Freshman Scott Joyce, one of the club’s founders, 
said the club’s purpose is to unite all Star Wars fans.

“It was really meant to be a place where Star 
Wars fans could meet and share their intergalactic 
escapades,” Joyce said.

At meetings, members watch the Star Wars 
movies and play Trivial Pursuit, Star Wars edition.

“There are actually a few students who can 
compete with me at Star Wars Trivial Pursuit, which 
is exciting,” Chandler said.

Though currently comprised of mostly 
underclassmen, Chandler said he hopes to see the 
club grow.

“Currently we have about 15 members and I’m 
hoping that returning members will bring new ones 
in the upcoming years,” Chandler said.

Anybody with an interest in the Star Wars series 
would enjoy the club, Chandler said. 

“We have members that break the stereotypical 
Star Wars fan mold,” he said.

Meetings are held afterschool every other 
Monday in room 243.
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TRACTUS STAR WARS CLUBMULTICULTURAL/ASIAN WOMEN’S CLUB

TRACTUS founders Will Adams, Tyler Moody, Trent 
Hiltbrand and Nikhil Vengal felt the need to create a 
loving environment at UAHS.

Multicultural Club founders Eve Millett, Nishant Makhija, 
Anna Wang, Diana Tsai, Mintai Wang and Areum Kang 
wanted to invite the study of foreign traditions.

Star Wars club founder Scott Joyce, adviser Brian 
Chandler and founder Corey McMahon created the 
club to celebrate the Star Wars series.

Got Acne?  Got Hair?
Have Dr. Gross 

answer all of your questions 
to the secrets of beautiful skin.

Call About Face Cosmetic Therapy Center!
1918 Bethel Road Columbus, OH 43220  •  614-457-0448  •  www.aboutface-ctc.com
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Feature

the Feature page

the scoop on stotts

Kevin Stotts is well-known in UAHS—after working here 22 years, his 
zealous recitation of Emily Dickinson poems, use of finger puppets 
to teach Shakespeare and quirky sweater collection have become 
legendary. Look to the right to discover little-known facts about him.
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mr. stotts once jumped 
off of a 25-foot cliff into the 

Colorado river.

Mr. StottS’ favorite...

mr. stotts has traveled 
to five of the seven 
continents—he has 
not seen australia or 

antarctica.

mr. stotts had a cameo 
role in the movie 

Teachers.

mr. stotts has a 
minor in psychology 

and a degree in 
counseling.

Joumana KhatiB, ‘09

Color: 
Orange
Book: 
To Kill a Mockingbird
Author: 
Pat Conway
Movie:  
The Wizard of Oz
Food:         
Pie
Restaurant:  
Moretti’s
Band:     
Three Dog Night
Day:        
Saturday
Subject:
Math

arlingtonian marCh 28, 2008 7



     Teleperformance is 
hiring Premium Tech 
Support agents 18 
years or older with 
at least 18 hours of 
IT-specific course 
work. You can earn 
$11.75 to $13.25 an          
    hour!

Think you know everything 
about computers? ...We 

challenge you to teach us a 
thing or two!

Apply online @
Teleperformance.com/careers

Apply in person Monday through Friday, 8am to 7pm

4339 Equity Drive, Cols

arlingtonianmarCh 28, 20088
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getting to graduation
while UAHS challenges students to maintain high standards, it also 

offers courses to help those who would otherwise struggle

As an office worker, junior Becca Winzenread 
delivers numerous notifications to students 
throughout fourth period. Since starting 
the job, Winzenread has visited almost 

every room in the school and rarely has trouble locating a 
student. However, today when Winzenread is handed a slip, 
she does not recognize the room listed.

Winzenread walks down a second-floor hallway, and after a 
few wrong turns she finally stumbles to the room for which she 
has been looking. She knocks politely and proceeds to crack the 
door open slightly. Inside is a room one-third the size of a normal 
classroom, with four students working individually at computers. She 
delivers the note to the student but has one question on her mind.

“What is this class?”
A student turns around and answers.
 “UA Connect,” he says.
 After a few more questions Winzenread learns that UA Connect 

is a class for sophomores trying to redeem themselves for failing grades 
obtained during their freshman year. For struggling students, this class is a 
valuable opportunity— a chance to raise poor grades that would not have 
otherwise been allowed if they had been in regular classes.

Every year at UAHS, numerous students struggle to keep up with their 
workload in school. Fortunately, UAHS offers a variety of programs to help 
struggling students. However, while some embrace the extra help, others may be 
abusing it. 

k im weisenBerger, ‘09
Amanda Jones, ‘09

diploma

arlingtonian marCh 28, 2008 9
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The use of online classes and other options may be justified. Due 
to the high standards UAHS places on students, the school puts forth 
considerable effort to ensure the success of students while enrolled at 
UAHS as well as in the college application process. 

One of the changes instated was the elimination of class rank. 
According to principal Kip Greenhill, the class of 2007 was the first to 
experience graduation without rankings. 

 College counselor Mark Davis said the elimination of class rank 
assisted students when applying to college.

“In eliminating class rank, it took away numbers and created grey 
areas,” Davis said. “If a student needs to fall in the top 15 percent of 
their class and the transcript says they were in the second 10 percent 
the college will not know where they fell in that percentage and in that 
case the college is likely to side with the student.”

However, this elimination upset some students like junior 
Aaditya Shidham, who said he feels that this hurts those who 
graduated in the top of their class, as that cannot be seen. 

“Not having class rank destroys students’ academic ability [to 
succeed],” Shidham said. “There is no distinction between those 
who try hard and those who don’t put in as much effort.”

While it is true that UAHS transcripts do not show who 
actually graduated top in the class, the highest GPA earned in 
that class is published, Davis said. By publishing that figure, the 
admissions committee can compare the applicant’s GPA, and if 
it matches or is close they can conclude that the student would 
have ranked well.

Senior Matt Sonnett said he believes that eliminating class rank was a 
smart move for administrators to make.

“I think the elimination of class rank was great, because UA is 
ridiculously above average,” Sonnett said. “I had a cumulative GPA that 
was on honor roll but ranked 180TH in my class.”

On top of elimination of class rank affecting the entire student body, 
there are also several options that assist students who would otherwise 
be struggling through school. These options include everything from 
adjusted-level courses, which help students who may need more time 
to comprehend the material, to various online classes that can replace a 
failing grade and fulfill graduation requirements, Davis said.

According to counselor Allen Banks, UAHS offers a variety of courses for 
students who have either failed a course or need more credits for graduation. 
While a majority of these options are online courses, taking summer school 
and repeating courses during the school year are the most beneficial choices 
for students as they are actually taught by UAHS teachers, Banks said. 
Unfortunately, repeating classes during the school year can be difficult for core 
classes. Also, many students are unable to take summer school due to time 
conflicts, or if more than one class needs to be completed. While students 
have the option of taking other courses through other high schools’ summer 
programs, most turn to the internet, Banks said.

Students have the option of three independent online programs: Keystone 
Credit Completion, Keystone High school and correspondence through a 
university program such as Brigham Young University, Banks said. 

Keystone Credit Completion is the shortest course and is for students who 
stayed in class all year yet received a failing grade.

“Keystone is a six-week remedial course that is aimed at students 
who despite taking the class all year, failed. They are given a packet to 
complete that shows they understand the key ideas and then receive a 
pass/fail grade,” Banks said. 

Keystone High School is similar to credit completion as the student 
completes the work using the same packet format; however, it is a more in-

depth course and lasts 
for 18 weeks, like a 
normal semester class. 
UAHS also offers many 
courses through correspondence with 
education facilities like BYU, but these are more frequently taken to complete 
elective credits, Banks said.

 UAHS also introduced a new internet course this year called NovaNet. 
According to Banks, NovaNet is designed so it can be taken at home, but UAHS 
chose to run it through the school with teacher monitors. 

“By having the monitors, the students are able to have the one-on-one time 
they need to complete the courses successfully,” Banks said.

In addition to the monitoring, NovaNet differs from the other internet 
options in many ways. First, NovaNet is currently only being offered to 
sophomores at UAHS.

“NovaNet is for sophomores who may have struggled during their freshmen 
year. The program allows them to make up the classes they may have done poorly 
in, as well as take current sophomore classes,” Davis said.

NovaNet is not available to everyone, as the school only owns six licenses for 
the program.

“Last year the counselors looked at all of their freshman and selected the six 
who best met the criteria for the program and would benefit the most from it,” 
Banks said.

Finally, although all the internet course options are certified and meet state 
standards, NovaNet is specifically tailored to meet the state curriculum for each 
class, making it the most comparable to the actual course offered at the school, 
Banks said.

Besides the various options for making up a failed class, there are also courses 
such as Diversified Cooperation Training which help students receive the required 
credits for graduation.

“DCT fits into that area of random credits,” Banks said. “It is for students who 
are reluctant to take electives such as art or are not meeting their elective credits.” 

Through DCT, students gain exposure to the world of work and learn 
important skills for life after high school, especially if they do not plan on going to 
college, Banks said.

While some students take these courses seriously, others find ways to 
abuse them.

No country for bad students

If at first you don’t succeed

Keystone Credit 
Completion

Keystone  
High School

Correspondence 
courses NovaNet

Completion 
Time:

Six weeks 18 weeks One School year One School year

Location of 
Completion:

At Home At Home At Home School

Course 
Overview:

work for this course 
is completed through 
a packet. Once the 
packet is completed 
the student will take an 
exam for a completion 
grade. This grade 
will appear on the 
students transcript as 
a pass/fail grade.

This course is also 
completed using a 
packet; however, it 
gives a more in-depth 
review of the material. 
it is also completed 
through an exam and 
appears as a pass/fail 
grade.

This course can be 
completed either 
through a packet or 
an online course. 
The course is given 
through a university 
such as brigham 
young University. This 
is recorded as pass/
fail grade.

This course helps 
sophomores who 
struggled their freshman 
year. They receive the 
benefits of small classes 
and help from teachers 
to get them back on 
track for their junior year. 
The grades acquired 
through novanet count 
as actual grades.

Comparing the courses
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For students who struggle in school, alternative courses 
offered to them may be essential to their success in high 
school. However, some students may be abusing the privilege 
the school offers them.

Senior Alyssa Dyas failed to pass her freshman Global 
History class and her sophomore Geometry class.

“I definitely wasn’t trying as hard as I could have in those 
classes,” Dyas said. 

In order to gain the credits for graduation, Dyas completed 
Keystone Credit Completion courses over the summer.

“[Keystone] gives you guidelines and books to read to 
gain credit,” Dyas said. “The books are not remotely large 
compared to the textbooks we get in class, and the reviews 
[they require students to write] are a joke.”

For Dyas, Keystone was completed in a very short 
amount of time compared to the work she would have 
completed in a regular class.

“You were only allowed to have six weeks to complete 
one packet,” Dyas said. “I finished global history in three 
weeks and geometry in six weeks.”

According to Dyas, completing the Keystone packets 
was much easier than doing the work in class. 

Sophomores Jane Jones and Kiere Burks participated in 
a program to replace grades as well. They are enrolled in 
the UA Connect program.

They are in the classroom first through fourth period 
completing their work to gain credits. However, it is not 
rare for them stray off task.

“The room is too small and cramped, so it gets hard 
and loud to work,” Jones said. “So sometimes we wander 
off-topic.”

Besides the opportunities to abuse online courses, 
misuse is also seen through the adjusted courses offered 

Accusations of laziness are ones that have made credit completion and 
online courses controversial among students. 

However, although there are some believers in alternative 
schooling, criticism still remains from students who choose to take 
higher-level courses. 

For the students who are willing to correct past mistakes and are 
open to alternative options, the courses the school offers are optimal, 
according to Banks. Although students take the courses for different 
reasons, the main goal of the classes remain: educate the students. 
What students take from the courses is ultimately up to them, 
according to Sonnett. 

“If you do it really quickly online—sure, you’ll get the credit,” 
Sonnett said, “but you’re not going to take away as much from it as 
you would if you sat through the class and tried to understand the 
information thoroughly.”

System abuse

Positive feedback

Pick your path

Keystone Credit 
Completion

Keystone  
High School

Correspondence 
courses NovaNet

Completion 
Time:

Six weeks 18 weeks One School year One School year

Location of 
Completion:

At Home At Home At Home School

Course 
Overview:

work for this course 
is completed through 
a packet. Once the 
packet is completed 
the student will take an 
exam for a completion 
grade. This grade 
will appear on the 
students transcript as 
a pass/fail grade.

This course is also 
completed using a 
packet; however, it 
gives a more in-depth 
review of the material. 
it is also completed 
through an exam and 
appears as a pass/fail 
grade.

This course can be 
completed either 
through a packet or 
an online course. 
The course is given 
through a university 
such as brigham 
young University. This 
is recorded as pass/
fail grade.

This course helps 
sophomores who 
struggled their freshman 
year. They receive the 
benefits of small classes 
and help from teachers 
to get them back on 
track for their junior year. 
The grades acquired 
through novanet count 
as actual grades.

While some students have exposed the loopholes in alternative schooling, 
others still believe it to be beneficial under specific circumstances.

Sophomore Josh Mowen is another participant in the UA Connect 
program.  However, Mowen said he spends his class time efficiently 
and is grateful for the opportunities the school as given him. Through 
NovaNet, Mowen is able to take English, math and science online 
in place of regular classes. NovaNet allows him to better manage his 
academic workload.

“[Freshman year] I had a very low GPA, and now I have a 3.5,” Mowen 
said. “The course really helped me get back on track.”

Mowen, who spends much of his day in a small room located on 
the 2ND floor of the high school, recieves one-on-one attention from 
teachers. He said NovaNet should be offered for all grades.

Students wishing to fulfill elective requirements often turn 
to DCT. Senior Michael Krier is enrolled in DCT because he wants 
work experience.

“DCT is an easy class, but it’s beneficial,” Krier said, “It teaches 
you about the working world.”

Henry, who took Adjusted American Studies during her 
sophomore year, recommended adjusted courses for anyone who is 
struggling. Besides Adjusted American Studies, Henry, also took a 
correspondence gym course; she said taking her elective credits online 
was a good choice for her.

“Then you can fill your schedule with classes that are more hands 
on and things you are actually interested in,” Henry said.

However, taking core classes is not beneficial to the student because he 
or she may not be able to grasp the material as well, Henry said.

As for Dyas, who used Keystone Credit Completion, she said it 
changed her grade drastically on her report card and allowed her to get 
the required credits for graduation. Dyas also said she would promote 
the class to fellow students.

“If you failed a class it is strongly advised to do, because on your 
transcript it changes your grade from a failing to a passing or a higher 
grade,” Dyas said.

in the school. Junior Oksana Henry took adjusted American Studies 
her sophomore year. While Henry said she found it beneficial, other 
students were simply using the course as an easier option than the 
regular-level course.

“I would recommend it for anyone who finds the classes they are in 
moving way too fast.” Henry said, “However, most of the kids in the class I 
was in could have done the work [in the regular course], but they were just 
too lazy.”
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Flower Galaxy
Judi Majka

The Shops on Lane Avenue
1731 West Lane Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43221

614.488.8789
World-Wide Delivery
ALL OCCASIONS 

TELEFLORAL
www.flowergalaxyohio.com

Experience a taste of Italy in U.A....

3080 Tremont Rd.
Columbus, Ohio 

43221

459-9945 Phone
459-9944 Fax

Kim and Tina Elsea

DINE IN  •  CARRYOUT  •  CATERING
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Bracket Busters 

W
ith the 
2008 
nCAA 
Men’s 

basketball 
tournament in full 
swing, analysts and 
experts all around 
the country have 
frantically predicted 
this year’s Cinderella 
surprises, final four 
teams and those 
who don’t have a 

snowballs chance in hell. while these analysts slave 
tirelessly over their picks, millions of Americans will win 
(or lose) hundreds of dollars filling out brackets without 
even knowing what those tiny numbers next to each 
team even mean. fortunately, not everyone’s job is to 
solve this seemingly impossible puzzle. people have 
found quicker and certainly less stressful ways of filling 
out their annual brackets. 

perhaps the most common, yet historically 
unsuccessful method among uninformed fans is to 
pick teams based solely on their seed, choosing no 
upsets.  it seems that every year someone in the pool 
convinces themselves that the tournament committee 
has finally produced perfect seeds for all four regions 
and that the higher seeds will prevail— in all 63 
games. All sports fans know about the “intangibles”—
adrenaline rushes, fan support and behind the scene 
meltdowns. it’s why we watch the tournament in the 
first place, and somehow it never fails to disappoint, 
surprise and frustrate; every year even the experts 
seem to be fooled. The four number one seeds have 
not all made it to the final four in the same year since 
the expansion to a 65-team bracket in 1985. when 
will people learn? 

A majority of “poolers” have little to no knowledge 

of the nCAA tournament, and women in particular 
have found some interesting methods of filling out 
their brackets. Most ultimately pick champions without 
even knowing a player on the team or watching a 
single game. So, you ask, how is it possible to choose 
a team to advance as far as the final four without 
watching them at least once? Simple.

Mascots and uniforms.
why waste your entire winter watching every 

televised game searching for that dominant team or 
Cinderella squad when you can just check out the 
newest jerseys and most appealing mascot? women 
have been surprisingly successful in completing their 
brackets with this method.  

i, however, take issue with all of this. i’m still trying 
to clearly understand what a Tar Heel or Hoosier may 
be. They may be fun to say, but very few people know 
their true meaning. but if this method works, i would 
encourage brutus to update his goofy-looking sweater 
and trite smile with a more fan-friendly appeal. 

The final strategy that never fails to get on my 
nerves is fans of lower-seeded teams picking their 
squad to go unrealistically far. This “hope-and-pray” 
crowd makes sure everyone within earshot knows 
that “this is the year” and they are the first and only 
to predict it. not exactly something to boast about. 
This never happens, barring an absolute miracle (see 
george Mason 2006). These are the participants in 
your pool who you love beating the most. you then 
get to hear the countless excuses and ludicrous 
predictions for next season. 

These are just a few of the many strategies fans 
have tried—some have succeeded, many have failed. 
but for those who have never participated in a March 
Madness bracket pool, i encourage you to enter 
one this year and try any approach you can imagine  
—there is certainly no shortage. i won’t guarantee 
any victories, but it sure does add a little fun and 
controversy while we are waiting for spring.   

M itCh lex, ‘09
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I    
ndividuals win races, teams win champion-
ships.” This motto is an apt reflection of the 
UA girls swim team’s success this season. At the 
Feb. 23 state championship meet in Canton, 
the team won its fourth consecutive state 

title—their fifth in six years. 
While the team has won each year in the past four 

years, the record-breaking scores set this year’s win apart.
Not only were they champions, but they also set a 

new record this year when 15 girls from UA qualified 
for the state meet. Senior captain Beth Loe said she was 
proud of the success of all of the girls.

“It was a total team effort, and everyone had a great 
year,” Loe said. “It was cool to have so many girls be a 
part of it.”

Another record was set in the number of points 
achieved at the state championship meet. UA finished 
with 419 points, 197 points ahead of the second place 
team, Ursuline Academy. No other Division I girls 
swimming and diving team in Ohio has ever scored over 
400 points.

Loe, who has qualified for state four times, said each 
of the experiences was unique. 

“It’s important to us to keep up the tradition. It’s 
been fun and different each year,” Loe said. “It’s a cool 
experience to be a part of. This year was a record for us.”

The dedication of the team showed in its success 
this season. The team is notorious for its long hours 
of practice and intense workouts; swimmers often 
exercise for four-to-five hours a day and spend winter 
break completing workouts to prepare for the season. 
However, freshman Kayla Hammerberg said she felt all 
of the work the team did to prepare for the state meet 
was worth it.

“Christmas break was probably one of the 
toughest things I’ve had to go through in my 
entire life; we practiced about six hours [a day],” 
Hammerberg said. “But when it was time to go fast 
I forgot all the pain that I went through, because the 
feeling of going fast and the success was like nothing 
I’ve ever experienced. Being a part of the state team 
made everything worth it.”

The swim team began the meet with a record-
setting first place finish in the 200-yard medley 
relay. In addition to Hammerberg, team members 
included senior Catherine Eitel and juniors Maddie 
Armitage and Darcy Fishback. Hammerberg said it 
was incredible to start off the swim portion of the meet 
with a historic win. 

“My favorite moment at the state meet was breaking 
the state record in the medley relay. I love this relay 
because it gets everyone really excited and sets the tone 
for the rest of the meet,” Hammerberg said. “To look up 
at the scoreboard and see that we broke the state record 
was awesome.”

The Bears proceeded to win three additional events: 
the 100-yard butterfly, the 500-yard butterfly and the 
200-yard freestyle relay. The team set new school or state 
records in each of these events. 

Senior captain Katie Chin said winning state during 
her past four seasons has been one of the greatest 
experiences of her time in high school. 

“My class was the first class to win a state 
championship every year. It was an accomplishment that 
we will always remember,” Chin said. “Winning state 
records was like the cherry on top of the sundae. We all 
swam really well, and [setting] these records was a more 
permanent way to show it.”

Four in Four: 

Women 200-Yard 
Medley Relay**:
Maddie Armitage
Darcy fishback
Catherine eitel
kayla Hammerberg

Women 100-Yard 
Butterfly**:
Darcy fishback 

Women 500-Yard 
Freestyle*:
beth loe

Women 500-
Yard Freestyle 
Relay**:
kayla Hammerberg
Maddie Armitage
katie Chin
Darcy fishback

* Set new school    
   record
**Set new state               

record

RecoRd  
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The girls swimming and diving team 

poses on the podium with their 

championship trophy. The girls won 

its fourth consecutive state title by a 

margin of 197 points. 

girls swim team caps 
season with state win

l indsay gardner, ‘09
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Softball: Junior Hannah Mealer 
perfects her swing during batting 
practice. The bears begin their 
season at home against worthington 
kilbourne April 2 at 5:15 p.m.
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inaction

Senior  Captain 
Marco Benedetti,

boys crew

athlete seleCtion and Q&a Compilation | lindsay gardner

Q: What 
do you en-
joy about 
being a 
captain 
this year?
Benedetti: 
The best 

part of being a captain is 
that it keeps me in check. 
This year i feel a lot more 
obligated to be working hard 
every day. 
Q: What is your favorite thing 
about crew?
Benedetti:  My favorite part 
of crew is the end of the 
season. The first thing we do 
when practice starts in the 
fall is define what we want for 
the end of spring. it’s amazing 
when you finally get there.

Q: what have 
you been 
doing to get 
ready for the 
season?
Buffer: 
we’ve been 
conditioning 

for the past couple of months. 
we also played winterball, had 
hitting practices and had some 
intense practices. 
Q: What do you like about softball 
as a sport?
Buffer: i like that it’s a mental 
game. you always have to think 
about the different possibilities 
that can come from any one 
situation. One mental error can 
be detrimental. i also like that its 
a team sport. Communication is 
very important. 

p
h

o
to

 | 
s

te
Fa

n
y 

s
tr

eB

Junior Captain 
Sarah Buffer,

softball

3/31 baseball vs.  
 DeSales 4:30 p.m. 

4/03 girls lacrosse vs.   
             Thomas worthington 7 p.m. 

4/02 Softball vs. worthington  
 kilbourne 5:15 p.m.

4/05 boys lacrosse vs.         
           Cincinnati Moeller 7:30 p.m. 

Upcoming 
Home games
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his is the moment” when UAHS is able 
to present a “Dangerous Game” with its 
hidden “Streak of Madness” through the 
musical Jekyll and Hyde. A classic story 

of the human battle between good and evil, the 
musical covers ranges of emotions from sympathy and 
romance to fear and terror, spontaneously switching 
from one emotion to the next. The musical was 
presented from Feb. 21 through Feb. 24, but much 

work was put into the play beforehand. 
Jekyll and Hyde is a story of the internal battle 
of good and evil all humans experience. The 

main character, Dr. Henry Jekyll (junior 
Harry Sanderson) discovers a formula 
that enables him to split the forces of 
good and evil. Unable to obtain a human 
subject, Dr. Jekyll injects the formula into 
himself, only to find that his inner evil, 

Mr. Hyde, abruptly emerges. Vacillating 
between the two extremes, Dr. Jekyll 
and Mr. Hyde duel for control over the 
one body, meanwhile inflicting pain 
upon the people around him, including 

his fiancée, Emma Carew (senior Beth 
Ellson) and Lucy the prostitute (junior 

Lauren Motil). In the end, Dr. Jekyll 
is unable to find a solution to destroy 
Mr. Hyde and commits suicide during 

his wedding. 
In order to determine the roles, 

Motil said a rigorous audition was held 
with a total of three callbacks: singing, 
reading and a final callback. 

At the high school, Motil has 
played Millie in “Thoroughly 
Modern Millie” and danced in 
“Beauty and the Beast.” However, 
she said this year’s show was 
vastly different from the shows of 
previous years.

“Jekyll and Hyde had a 
dark element that was not as 
present in shows past,” Motil 
said. “There was much more 
controversial subject matter, 

especially concerning violence 
and sexuality.”

Because of this 
difference, the show 
demanded not only 
the vocal and musical 

talents of the students expected in musicals, but 
enormous amounts of concentration and mental 
energy. Sanderson said the switch from being Dr. 
Jekyll to transforming into Mr. Hyde especially 
required focus.

“It wasn’t just being nice when I’m Jekyll and acting 
like a monster when I’m Hyde,” Sanderson said. “I had 
to really separate these two distinctly different characters 
and think about how they would think, while at the 
same time how they would overlap, because they are in 
the same prison of the mind.” 

This year, UAHS was fortunate enough to have 
a tracking system that enabled most of the on-stage 
aspects of the musical to be run by technology. Senior 
Glenn DiNicola, the stage manager, said the new system 
enabled the technicians to create set changes during 
scenes and focus on other aspects of technology.

“Our school is extremely well equipped for these 
shows, from a technological stand point,” DiNicola 
said. “[In addition to the tracking system] we have 
great lighting potential and an awesome fly system.” 

Because of the large number of students 
involved in the final production of the musical, 
junior Tessa Grinde-deGraaf, who played Lady 
Beaconsfield, said maintaining the constant 
ensemble between all the members was extremely 
difficult, and yet crucial. However, she said this was 
accomplished in all the shows. 

“I love it when everything goes smoothly, which is 
a lot easier said than done,” Grindle-deGraaf said. 

Senior Henry Jochem, who played Simon Stride, 
also said because the cast size was smaller than last 
year, everyone was able to establish a stronger bond, 
which aided the ensemble aspect of the play. 

Although minor mistakes are inevitable, Jochem 
said overall the shows went smoothly. 

“There were of course minor errors in every show, 
but, as Mr. Kauffman would say, ‘That’s the beauty of 
live performance,’” Jochem said.

Senior Aspen McArthur said the audience was 
able to experience this beauty from the other side of 
the stage.

“They did a fabulous job, and I honestly have no 
complaints,” McArthur said. 

As much as the audience was able to enjoy 
the show, Sanderson said the magic of theater is 
something he will not trade for anything. 

“I know that, for me, theater and being on stage 
just breathes life into me, and I get a rush of emotions 
that I can’t get anywhere else,” Sanderson said. “I love 
to share this with whomever I can.”

Facade lay Kodama, ‘09

Hard work reflects student talent 
in Jekyll and hyde shows
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2008 Talent Show is expected to be a success

Students at UAHS have become at experts at integrating 
community service into their daily lives, whether it be through 

bake sales, volunteer work or supply drives. Set for April 11 and 
12, the 2008 talent show will continue the tradition of helping 
others while showcasing student talent. 

in the past, the talent shows have benefited various causes, 
including Art with a Heart and Hurricane katrina victims. This year, 
the talent show will benefit the cancer 
organization kids ’n kamp.  According 
to the website, kids ’n kamp is a non-
profit organization that offers family 
activities, tutoring, counseling and 
support opportunities to children in 
Ohio who have been diagnosed with cancer.  while the program 
started out as weekend summer camp in 1982, it now benefits 
more than 350 children and their families each year. 

“[we offer] programs throughout the year with a single goal in 
mind: helping children and their families, whenever and wherever 
that help is needed,” the website states. 

The two talent show student directors, seniors Jacquie Cotter 
and Sara Staub. learned of the charity from a senior thesis project, 
Cotter said.

 “we found this organization through [2007 graduate] 
Jacqueline yunker, whose senior thesis was based around this 
organization,” Cotter said. “kids ’n kamp is such an awesome 

organization, and after the first interview, we knew they were the 
perfect charity for the show.”

Cotter decided to get involved in the show after being a part of 
the committee last year, she said. 

“After having such a great experience last year, i knew i wanted 
to take on more tasks and have more responsibilities for the show 
this year,” Cotter said. 

The actual performance of the talent show 
is just one aspect of the organization, Cotter 
said. Committee members also participate in 
service activities that benefit the charity.

“it’s a lot more work than i imagined, but i 
know it’s going to a great cause,”  Cotter said.

According to adviser Tony naska, the show brings in 
approximately $10,000 a year. This year, the committee is trying to 
add to the success of the show by incorporating new elements.

“The acts always bring a new dynamic, and we are trying to 
add in more faculty acts,” naska said. “we are also trying to do 
some different things with lighting.”

The committee is also integrating a wider range of acts, Cotter said. 
“This year Sara and i are working really hard to include as many 

students at the school in this event as we possibly can,” Cotter 
said. “we would love to find some students who are as passionate 
as us about this cause to donate their time and energy into making 
this show a success.”

rathi ramasamy, ‘09

it’s a lot more work than i imagined, 
but i know it’s going to a great cause

STuDeNT DireCTOr JaCQuie COTTer

2140 TremonT CenTer

Upper ArlingTon, oH 43221
pHone: (614) 486-5336
    FAx: (614) 486-5337

www.HUFFmAnsmArkeT.Com
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r
emember the days when 1/3 Nerd was more 
than just a clever rhyme? If not, do not 
fret. For his senior thesis, band member Zack 
Cramp is making a documentary featuring not 

only 1/3 Nerd but also the other two bands in which he 
has played, The ShakeDown and Suave. 

The actual documentary-making process began in 
early February with the creation of a Facebook group 
on which Cramp is asking students for pictures and 
opinions, Cramp said. 

Cramp, who plays bass and acts as an occasional 
singer in his current band, Suave, said the idea for the 
documentary stemmed from a lot of reminiscing and 
thought about his band experiences in high school.

“The idea of making a movie popped into my head 
when I realized that all the bands amount to who I am,” 
Cramp said. 

It is the significance of each band, as well as the desire 
to celebrate what they and their members have been able 
to create over the years, that propelled Cramp to choose 
the documentary as his senior thesis.

“Playing in the Promowest Battle of the Bands 
was awesome with 1/3 Nerd, and we had a really 
great friendship in that band as well,” Cramp said. 
“ShakeDown shows were cool because we got really 
energetic and had a lot of fun performing for our loyal 
fans. The documentary will cover all of this.”

Cramp’s musical journey began with the creation of 
1/3 Nerd his eighth grade year; it is from this point that 
the documentary will begin, covering all highlights and 

aspects of each band. 
Senior Tommy Piolata, who currently plays the drums 

with Suave, has been a member of all three bands and will 
consequently play a large part in the documentary.  He 
said he believes the project is the ideal way to document 
their musical progression over the years. 

“I think Zack’s documentary is going to be sweet,” 
Piolata said. “He has always had a great passion for 
music, and without him I can’t say that I’d be in a band 
right now.”

A long-time fan of all three bands, junior 
Meaghan Crowley said she also believes the project 
will be a success.

“I think it is a great idea,” Crowley said. “The 
documentary will be a way to reflect on all of the 
stages we have gone through in high school [and their 
connection to each band],” she said.

The documentary will be an excellent way 
to highlight the differences between the bands, 
Crowley said, as well as their individual strengths 
and music styles.

“Each [band] captured a different part of student 
life and gave us memories from shows that we went 
to or songs that we think are funny,” she said. 

Piolata said he, too, expects the documentary will 
feature a wide array of past and present moments with 
the bands.

“The story of Zack and the bands of high school 
is truly an ‘epic’ adventure,” Piolata said, “and I can’t 
wait to see it when it’s completed.”

a ‘rockumentary’ to remember
Student documents his own high school bands for senior thesis

kali grant, ‘09

Clockwise from top left: current senior Brennan 
Kurfees for Suave, Suave playing an outside 
concert in the summer, Bass player and current 
senior Zack Cramp practicing, Suave rocking out 
in an indoor concert. p
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the story of Zack and the 
bands of high school is truly an 
‘epic’ adventure, and i can’t wait 
to see it when it’s completed. 

SeniOR TOMMy piOlATA
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unfortunate airways: avoiding airplane annoyances

every year around this time, 
everyone begins to inquire about 
how spring break went. The 

lucky ones who were not stuck at 
home (aka not me) jetted off to Hawaii, 
Cancun, or at the very least, Missouri 
to visit the grandparents. 

it may sound like innocent 
vacationing, but the journey to the 
beach is not always, well, a day at 
the beach. One must be wary of the 
various dangers on board the untamed 
beast we know as the airplane.

Demons and other equally 
frightening creatures are just waiting to torture anyone who has 
the misfortune of being seated next to them on an airplane, similar 
to a monster torturing an unsuspecting, unfortunate human 
who accidentally stumbles into the shadows of the mouth of its 
cave—instantly, the human is doomed.

Airplane monsters are the worst kind, and unfortunately there are 
many different species: crying babies, obnoxious elderly women, 
snoring, drooling men who lean wAy too close for comfort. And last 
but not least: people who whine that they should not be seated in 
an emergency exit row because they do not feel they can perform 
the duties required in case of an emergency.

Once—in a moment of lunacy—i boarded a flight to 
California. i was looking forward to the sun, the surf—all 

that jazz. i sat down and snuggled into seat 15A, excited to 
be sitting in the window seat and looking out at the lovely 
American landscape (i’m so patriotic). but no. Mrs. i-Talk-
incessantly decided to sit down next to me. wonderful. in 
the most annoying, high-pitched southern accent i have ever 
heard, she proceeded to tell me her life story and about all 
three of her grandchildren (one of whom apparently looked 
like me—dear god). i wished i had gone for the aisle seat—i 
know now it would have provided an easy escape route.

i was an amateur in the art of taming airplane beasts, so i will 
forgive myself for the novice mistakes i made during that flight 
to California. now, i am a master of avoiding conversations and 
fending off anyone who dares to attempt conversation.

One of the most important lessons: always have armor. never 
leave for the airport without being equipped with an ipod and veRy 
secure, sound-proof headphones. even two pairs would not hurt. 
Then crank up those beats to maximum volume, baby.

but do not be so naïve as to think this will make you immune. 
be prepared. if someone wants to talk to you, they may resort to 
knocking you over in their attempts to engage. in an ideal world, no 
one would be that idiotic, but believe me, it has happened in the past.

if all else fails, feign sleep. who would be so cruel as to 
disturb a sleeping teenager?

And if you cannot pull off a convincing faux nap, i guess 
you will just have to suck it up and endure any loud women or 
crying babies that sneak-attack you. Sit back, relax, and enjoy 
your non-stop, six-hour flight on Hell Airways.

the countdown until graduation has begun: two 
months. Looking back on their high school 
experiences, this year’s graduates will find 

that each of them has chosen different options to 
achieve graduation requirements. AP and IB students 
receive more recognition, but at the other end of the 
spectrum, students have benefited from options such 
as NovaNet and Keystone courses, which offered 
students a second chance to fulfill requirements.

 The school is making efforts to help students 
“get back on track” through the UA Connect 
program, but it raises a few concerns. The overall 
idea of assisting students to redeem themselves is 
good, yet abridged versions of core courses ends up 
oversimplifying students’ education.

UA Connect, a class period set aside so 
sophomores can take NovaNet courses, is a beneficial 
program. Students who did not succeed in their 
freshman year because they were overwhelmed with 
the high school transition can get a second chance. 
Taking the NovaNet courses helps them replace the 
failing grades on their transcript and at the same time 
take their regular sophomore-level classes so they can 
get back on track. Also, a teacher is always present in 
the UA Connect classroom, which is helpful in that 

the students still have personal attention 
from an educator.

However, these courses raise the 
concern that the students will not 
receive all of the content they would 
have learned in a year-long course in just 
six weeks. This abridgement may help 
students achieve a high school diploma, 
but without a full year in a core-subject 
course as a foundation, it may be 
difficult for students to continue their 
studies in college.

Although UA Connect is beneficial 
for some students, some students are 
taking advantage of other attempts 
to help students achieve graduation 
requirements, such as Keystone courses, in order to 
get out of doing the  work yearlong courses require. 

Others students get “easy credit” from classes 
through Keystone. These courses allow students who 
have failed a class to get a second chance. This is a bad 
thing for some; it can make students think they do not 
have to try in core classes because they can fail a course 
and retake it later without doing nearly as much work.

With so many options for easier course 

completion, the students allowed to take them 
should be monitored more closely by the school, 
whereas currently any student who failed a course 
can take Keystone coures, according to counselor 
Allen Banks. UA Connect is an excellent option for 
sophomores, but other students who think they can 
fail classes and then take the Keystone courses later 
should not rely on that to enrich their learning, even 
if it does help them get their diploma.

l ara Bonner, ‘09
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novanet, Keystone courses raise concerns

Congratulations! 
You’ve just received 
one science credit 
in only two weeks.
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