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Arlingtonian is a student-produced newsmagazine published approxi-
mately every four weeks by Journalism III-A students at Upper Arlington High 
School. The publication has been established as a public forum for student 
expression and for the discussion of issues of concern to its audience. It will not 
be reviewed or restrained by school officials prior to publication or distribution. 

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student expression, the editorial board, 
which consists of the staff’s top editors, will determine the content of the 
newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore, material may not neces-
sarily reflect the opinions or policies of Upper Arlington school officials. 

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, guest columns and news 
releases from faculty, administrators, community residents, students and the 
general public. The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the right to withhold 
a letter or column and return it for more information if it determines the piece 
contains items of unprotected speech as defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters and columns meeting the above criteria will 
be posted in full on the Arlingtonian web site at  
www.arlingtonian.com for a minimum of four weeks. Arlingtonian and its 
staff will strive to publish only legally protected speech following the legal 
definitions for libel, obscenity and invasion of privacy.  

The staff will also refrain from printing stories that create a material dis-
ruption of school activities. Because the Arlingtonian staff will determine content 
of the publication, it will therefore also take complete legal and financial responsibility 
for what is printed.Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a story solely on the 
basis of possible dissent or controversy. 

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing and production costs 
through advertising sales, subscription sales and other fundraisers. The editor 
or co-editors shall interpret and enforce this editorial policy.
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a
s is the custom, this issue’s 
editor letter is dedicated to 
congratulating and thanking the 
staff for its accomplishments 

and hard work during the past year. 
first, let’s focus on me. 
i work hard. i edit. i yell at people. i 

make people cry. All of this, i do like it is 
my job. Oh wait, it is. 

i would like to take this opportunity to 
pat myself on the back...

Ok, i’m done.
i would also like to announce that 

this half page of space i—and my 
completely unattractive, and noticably 
absent, picture—have occupied for 
nine issues will be released to the 
capable hands of Rathi Ramasamy, 
next year’s editor in Chief. She and i 
have essentially held the same position 
this year, and i trust that after watching 
me make countless mistakes her 
performance will border on perfection.

Second, lara bonner and Amanda 
Jones will be the managing and copy 
editors, respectively. both staff members 
have distinguished themselves by 
working hard, accepting challenges and 
having particular talents in the realms of 
management and editing. in addition, i 
must mention that Amanda, in her need 
for an interview from Mr. Greenhill, has 
been known to wait in his parking spot.

kerry Sullivan—currently the 
business manager–has managed to 
keep the publication financially solvent 
throughout the year. next year you will 
notice her work as Design editor, which 
is a new position we hope will bring a 
cohesiveness to the visual aspects of 
the publication. 

in addition to the many tasks kerry 
completes, i am thankful for our other 
resident swimmers—Darcy fishback 
and katie Hyre—for their work. Darcy is 
formally in charge of all birthday snacks 
as well as distribution of each issue—
both vital roles on any staff. katie Hyre 
has done a wonderful job of learning a 
new computer program and turning out 
award-winning ads.

i must also praise lay kodama 
and Cindy liu together, as so 
much of their fine work has 
been done as a team. Together, 
they have amazed me with their 
dedication and incredible work 
ethic as well as their stunning 

page designs. i am sure they will 
both be missed next year.

next, kali Grant deserves to be 
recognized for her strong writing skills. i 
have always been able to count on her 
well-written story hitting my desk. She 
will be a valuable Assistant to the editor, 
along with Joumana khatib.

i have appreciated both Joumana’s 
wit and the design of the articles she has 
written this year, as well as the positive 
way she has contributed to staff morale.

Similarly, we have all been thankful for 
kim weisenberger’s unique approach 
to journalism. She manages to entertain 
others, and yet her articles are well-
written, on time and beautifully designed. 

Zach Steen is also unique but in a 
different way. He is entertaining and 
manages to keep Mitch consistently 
unfocused, yet when he wants to be, he 
is a skilled artist after all.

i appreciate Mitch lex’s valiant 
attempts to recreate columns 
reminiscent of Rick Reilly —clearly the 
most prominent sports columnist of our 
time. while others may have recognized 
the challenge as impossible, Mitch 
found his own voice and managed to 
intersperse his personal experiences 
with sports events and information.

lindsay Gardner, the sports editor, 
should be commended for her sports 
photo spread design and her desire to 
recognize the athletic accomplishments 
of those involved in sports other than 
lacrosse and football.

i am also thankful to my fellow 
seniors on staff—the photographers. 
Olivia Miller, Stefany Streb and Sam 
Ullum should be commended for their 
beautiful photos and their willingness to 
pitch in and help at the last minute. 

finally, i must recognize those 
who are not formally on staff. first, 
Ms. Hemmerly. Although i may have 
resented her at times for her insistence 
on perfection—or at least borderline 
competence—i can honestly say that 
no other person could do what she 
does for Arlingtonian. Second, i want 
to thank Mr. Greenhill for his incredible 
ability to make time for interviews 
whenever they are needed, even at 
11 at night. And finally, thank you, 
readers, for all of 
your support.

 From the editor

Katie stucko, editor in Chief
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news

prom changes bring mixed reactions

each year, prom is looked forward to by 
upperclassmen as their final dance of the year, 
and this year’s prom held at COSI on April 

28 was no different. After problems at the 2007 
dance, the prom committee changed the dance 
to include dinner and a new venue. This change 
created anxiety among students and faculty 
prior to the evening. However, despite initial 
concerns, prom was ultimately a success.

Many of the students who went to 
the prom agreed that the final result was 
better than they had expected. Senior Amy 
Whitman was pleased with the aesthetics 
of the dance.

“The people who planned the dance 
did a really good job with decorations and 
the location,” Whitman said. “I was really 
impressed with how [prom] turned out.”

Erin Mayne, an adviser of the junior class, 
which organizes prom, said she achieved what she 

was hoping to bring to the prom this year.
“We were pleased with the overall reaction 

from students,” Mayne said. “Although there was 
a lot of concern, I thought that people were 
pleased with the beauty of the evening and 

how it all turned out.”
While many students were happy with the décor of 

the evening, some voiced concerns.
Junior Tyler Fountain said the dinner-dance was a 

nice change, but the food was disappointing.
“The dance was fun and the decorations and 

location were nice, but the food needed to be better,” 
Fountain said. “I didn’t think [the quality of the food] 
was worth the money.”

Whitman agreed with Fountain.
“The food was not very flavorful or well cooked,” 

she said. “I would have preferred to choose the 
restaurant I wanted to eat at.”

Fountain also said there were problems with the 
space at the dance.

“There weren’t enough tables,” Fountain said. “It 
also seemed like the dance floor was too small for the 
amount of people there.”

Although there were both positive and negative 
aspects of the evening, Mayne said she hopes to grow 
from the new prom experience.

“Anytime you do something for the first time you 
realize things that need to be adjusted,” Mayne said. 
“We are going to try to do that to make an excellent 
evening [next year.]”

Kim weisenberger, ‘09

although there was a lot of concern, 
i thought that people were pleased 
with the beauty of the evening and 
how it all turned out.

JUniOR ADviSeR eRin MAyne

The Paper Flower

Monday-Friday: 9 a.m.-6p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

Sunday: Closed

2094 Tremont Center
Columbus, OH 43221

(614) 488-8581

Make a splash
this summer.

Enroll now in a Princeton Review summer prep 
course and reach your highest score potential.  Summer SAT 

ClassroomCourses prep for both the PSAT & SAT.

SAT      ACT      PSAT

Private Tutoring 
Small Group Tutoring

Classroom Courses

800-2REVIEW

PrincetonReview.com

   
* Test names are the trademarks of their respective owner, who are not affiliated with The Princeton 
Review.  The Princeton Review is not affiliated with Princeton University. 
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prom changes bring mixed reactions

DeSantis
FLORISTS INC.

865 DESANTIS COURT
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43214

 GOOD CUSTOMER 
 DISCOUNT CARD

(In town delivery only)

10%

http://www.ftd.com/desantisflor
614-451-4414

Tremont Pharmacy

2144 Tremont Road
Columbus, OH 43221

(614) 488-2625

Your complete family pharmacy

Support 
our 

school!
Join the 

3051 Northwest 
Boulevard

Columbus, OH 43221
273-8877

Delicious sandwiches, salads, pasta dishes, treats, and Cup 
O’ Joe Coffee! Also FREE WI-FI available!

Got Acne?  Got Hair?
Have Dr. Gross 

answer all of your questions 
to the secrets of beautiful skin.

Call About Face Cosmetic Therapy Center!
1918 Bethel Road Columbus, OH 43220  •  614-457-0448  •  www.aboutface-ctc.com

Dr. Mark Pierce
Specialist

In
Orthodontics

2072 Arlington Avenue
Near the Mallway at Jones Middle School

488-2288
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news

Joumana Khatib, ‘09

on Feb. 28, then-UAHS art teacher 
and swim coach Kevin Chapman was 

charged with two counts of rape and one 
count of sexual battery against a previous 
student. The alleged abuse was reported to 
have begun in 1996. 

Though he never returned to his 
position at the school, Chapman resigned 
on May 6, according to UASD Director 
of Communications Dan Donovan. 

Chapman’s resignation came one day 
before his agreement to plead guilty to 
sexual battery and unlawful sexual conduct 
with a minor, according to Franklin 
County Prosecutor Ron O’Brien.

Superintendent Jeffrey Weaver 
confirmed that Chapman will no longer 
be a part of the UAHS faculty. 

“It is somewhat 
of a sad day when 
someone in a position 
of public trust has 
broken one of the 
most sacred bonds 
in society—the bond 
between student and 
teacher.”

The effects of this broken bond on 
UAHS students vary. 

Sophomore Bartlett Browne, a drawing 
student of Chapman’s earlier in the year, 
said he considered Chapman to be a 
positive influence on his life.

“I loved Mr. Chapman,” Browne said. 
“We had a really good relationship.” 

However, some students maintain that 
because Chapman admitted his guilt, he 
should be punished. Junior Ben Johnson 
said he interprets Chapman’s decision to 
plead guilty as a confirmation of his guilt, 
and that his past actions are unacceptable.

“I never had Mr. Chapman, but he 
did plead guilty to a serious crime,” 
Johnson said. “To me, that means that 
he truly committed the crimes that he is 
charged with.”

Johnson said he hopes that Chapman will 
receive the most severe punishment possible. 

“I hope that [Chapman] is prosecuted to 
the fullest extent of the law,” Johnson said. 
“What he did was wrong on many levels.”

Senior Annie*, a member of the swim 

team, said that though she has lost respect 
for Chapman, she will continue to 
support him.

“The incident really made me 
[and other team members] reconsider 
relationships with people [we] trust,” 
Annie said. “I thought Chapman was a 
great guy and never would have dreamed 
he would be arrested for something like 
rape. I personally couldn’t really think he 
was guilty until he just pleaded guilty to 
[some of the charges] last week.”

Though Annie’s level of respect for 
Chapman has changed following his 
intent to plead guilty, she has fond 
memories of him and his work for the 
swim team. 

“I still think he’s a great guy and he’s 
done great things for UA 
swimming, but I think 
of him differently now,” 
Annie said. “People 
change, and I don’t think 
that the Chapman I 
know now [is the same 
man who sexually abused 
his student].”

Annie said Chapman was also a positive 
influence on the lives of her teammates. 

“I know a lot of the guys on the 
team really saw him as a mentor and 
role model,” Annie said. “He was always 
a great coach and [an] understanding 
[man.] He was always trying to help 
improve my swimming and [seemed to 
be] a great guy.”

Regardless of students’ opinions, 
principal Kip Greenhill said that 
individual reactions to the circumstance 
are varied. 

“It’s personal,” he said.
Depending on students’ reactions, 

Greenhill said counseling is available to 
students who may be in need.

“We have students—art students  
and swimmers—who have been 
receiving ongoing counseling [since 
Chapman’s arrest],” Greenhill said. 
“Our counselors have made themselves 
available to any other students who may 
need it.”

students respond to former uahs 
teacher’s resignation and guilty plea

the incident really made me 
[and other team members] 
reconsider relationships with 
people [we] trust.

UAHS SeniOR Annie*

some issues are just too hard to 
deal with, let alone understand. for 

the staff of Arlingtonian, as well as the 
rest of the UA community, the incident 
involving fomer UAHS teacher kevin 
Chapman and a former UAHS student 
has been one such issue. 

Above all, what we hope you as an 
Arlingtonian reader can understand, 
is that our decision to cover this issue 
was not made lightly. in fact, it has 
prompted some of the most intense 
scrutiny of our journalistic ethics that 
our staff has experienced in quite some 
time. in the end, we tried to handle 
it in the most professional manner 
possible—by reporting about the 
effects on students, and nothing else. 

Just as the issue is far from black-
and-white, so too were our feelings 
about covering it. To make sure all 
sides were thoroughly considered, we 
held several intense editorial board 
meetings. we engaged in countless 
debates in which both sides provided 
impassioned support for their 
opinions. we consulted the Society 
of professional Journalists Code 
of ethics and, finally, we reached a 
decision: it was our journalistic duty 
to cover it. As our Code of ethics 
demands, we decided to “tell the 
story of the diversity and magnitude 
of the human experience boldly, even 
when it is unpopular to do so,” and 
to “give voice to the voiceless”—the 
students of UAHS, who were affected 
directly by the incident and who have 
thus far been largely ignored by other 
news sources. And, of course, we 
strove to write objectively and with 
respect for all involved. 

if we did not write about this, we 
realized we would be not only ignoring 
the elephant in the room, but also 
ignoring the promise we made in the 
March 28 issue to cover the incident 
when more information was available. 
in other words, we would be failing 
you as a publication that prides itself 
on bringing you reliable news. 

we ask, therefore, that you respect 
our decision to fulfill what we feel is our 
journalistic duty to the community, and, 
more importantly, that you treat this 
entire issue with sensitivity—just as we 
have striven to do in our reporting. 

story prompts debate

*denotes a source who requested anonymity, real name not used

StaFF editorial
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threat results in school cancelation, increased security

as the school day wound down Tuesday, May 13, it seemed like a relatively 
normal day at UAHS. It was with surprise that students heard principal 
Kip Greenhill come over the PA system to announce the cancelation of that 

evening’s school activities, as well as cancelation of school for the following day.
Surprised, puzzled and initially elated, students wondered what had resulted 

in such a chain of events. Later that afternoon, either through word of mouth, 
a phone call from superintendent Jeffrey Weaver using the district’s emergency 
call system, or watching the local news, students and their families realized the 
cancelation had been prompted by a threat a student had made while online.

In an e-mail to faculty members, Greenhill wrote, “We received a report 
from the Upper Arlington Police that the FBI had informed them of a website 
they traced to a UAHS student. The website talked of a student conducting 
an attack on his school on May 14, locking the doors, and killing 60 people. 
The website also solicited the purchase of hand grenades. A search warrant was 
obtained by the police to search the home; no weapons were found. Computers 
from the home were seized to search for electronic messages that might provide 
information. The student was taken from school, questioned by police, and 
released to his father. 

“Police and dogs were brought into the school on Tuesday night to search the 
building for weapons and explosives; none were found,” he wrote.

Despite discovering there were no weapons, students such as freshman 
Simone Richards said returning to school was still a frightening prospect. 

“I was shocked that something like this could happen in UA,” Richards said.
However, junior Kenzie Davis said the situation was “blown out of proportion.”
On the other hand, science teacher Tim Bridgham said the threat saddened 

him greatly.
“School is supposed to be a safe place for learning and all the fun stuff that 

comes with it. This incident really puts a damper on all of that,” Bridgham said.

The safety of the students and staff was Greenhill’s primary concern. Because 
of the incident, he said the school is now taking three new measures to enhance 
everyone’s safety while at the school.

First, a police officer will be on duty in the school before, during, and after 
school hours. Next, access to the building—even at the beginning of the school 
day—will be limited to only three doors in the entire building. Lastly, the police 
will have an increased presence around the outside of the building throughout 
the day and night.

School nurse Laurie Long said she believes these safety measures help make 
people feel more secure, and while they are not overbearing, Long questioned 
whether all of these procedures were necessary.

Likewise, Bridgham agreed that these precautions are not overbearing, but he 
said they seem very appropriate.

However, freshman Taylor Hawes said having just one police officer is 
not enough.

“There’s only one [police officer], and we have a student body of more than 
2000 people,” Hawes said.

Also in the e-mail, Greenhill called upon the faculty to use this as an 
opportunity to encourage a sense of community throughout the school.

“This spirit of community calls upon everyone, both staff and 
students, to be responsible for the climate of the building,” he wrote, 
“to be supportive and accepting of others who hold different beliefs or 
backgrounds, and to give encouragement and assistance to those who 
struggle, as we all do at times.”

Greenhill said it is his intention that the student be removed from 
the school. 

Although she said she understood some of the stress that many students 
face, Hawes said making threats to others’ safety is wrong.

Taylor, Emilie, Andrea, 
and Kaitlyn-

Congratulations! We love you!
   Love, your families

This year’s BARE is on sale now!
Purchase your copy of UAHS’s 

literary and arts magazine outside 
the attendance office for $5.

B A R E

2008

alyssa beebePHoTo By
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Sandy beaches and soft waves—this is what junior 
Avery Tarrier looks forward to in the summer. 
While many UA residents go on vacation elsewhere 
for some rays and waves, others stay in UA to visit 

the public pools. With summer fast approaching, concerns 
arise about pool safety and sanitation.

According to Aquatics and Park Facility Manager Lee 
Spitzer, the UA Parks and Recreation Department maintains 
the Devon, Tremont and Reed Road public pools. All three 
pools follow similar policies to ensure safety. Rules such as 
prohibiting glass and requiring children who are not yet toilet-
trained to wear swimpants all seek to make pools safer. 

“We follow the guidelines established by the Franklin 
County Board of Health, Ohio Department of Health and 
the Center for Disease Control,” Spitzer said.

Nevertheless, Tarrier voiced concerns over water sanitation.
“Pools bother me because you don’t know how many 

people have been bathing in the same water and what 
they’ve been doing,” Tarrier said.

Despite these worries, pools have many procedures to 
maintain cleanliness. 

According to learnaboutpools.com, one of the most 
important pool chemicals is chlorine. Chlorine is used to 
prevent pathogenic organisms from growing in pool water. 

“When chlorine combines with the bacteria and organic 
compounds in the water, the chlorine molecules become 
inactive. The combined chlorine and contaminants are 
burned up by your weekly shock treatment and removed 
from the water by the pool filter system.” 

However, according to Purdue University, too much 
chlorine can cause eczema and rashes. In addition, when 
pools have a strong chlorine odor, it indicates the reaction 
between chemical disinfectants, bacteria, sweat and urine. 
If concentrations of byproducts get high enough, they can 
irritate the respiratory system, eyes and skin.

Due to these potential health issues, Tarrier said she believes 
beaches are a much better alternative, espeically because natural 
salts and minerals can clean the water without adverse effects.

Nevertheless, Spitzer said swimmers should not worry 
about chemicals causing harmful side affects.

“[The chemicals we use] have no adverse effect once 
they are in the water. They are stored in an area not 
accessible to the pool patrons,” Spitzer said. 

Additionally, Spitzer said chemical levels are checked daily.
“We check chlorine levels four times a day and pH and 

alkalinity twice a day,” Spitzer said.
In this way, Spitzer said the pools provide patrons with a 

relaxing and safe summer getaway right here in UA.

c indy liu, ‘09

Splash into Summer students voice concerns 
about pool safety

TipS TO pROTeCT 
yOUR Skin

Seek the shade, especially 
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
 
Do not burn.

Apply one ounce of sunscreen 
to your entire body 30 minutes 
before going outside. Reapply 
every two hours.

Use a sunscreen with an Spf of 
15 or higher. Reapply regularly if 
you go swimming.

if the sunscreen is waterproof, 
let it dry 30 minutes before 
going in the water.s
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You’re off to 
Tennessee State 

to play golf! 
You are destined to be a leader 

no matter what you do.
Keep your focus and 

discipline−an unbeatable 
combination!

Go Tigers!

We love you,
Mom, Dad, Sarah and Jonathon

(Sammy and Texas, too!)
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Feature

As the school year winds down, many seniors are left wondering what they 

will need to pack for the next stage of their lives. Check out Arlingtonian’s 

recommendations for dorm room essentials, but don’t forget to check your 

school’s website for specifics. Each school is different, but this compilation should get 

you started.

Dorm Room 
Essentials

Address book
Alarm Clock
Backpack
bathrobe

bed linens
bike & Lock

Camera
Clothes Hangers

Desk lamp
Drying Rack

eraseable Memo board
exercise Clothes

fan
Flashlight

Laundry Bag & Detergent
Masking Tape
Meal Time items 
(ex. cups, plates)
Movies & Music

photo Album & pictures
Pillows
Plants
posters

power Strip/Surge protector
Raincoat

Rolls of Quarters
Rug

School Supplies
Semi-formal Attire

Sewing kit
Shower Caddy

Shower Sandals
Small Refrigerator
Stacking Containers

Stereo Tv vCR 
and/ or DvD player

Towels
Umbrella

walking Shoes
wastebasket

winter Clothes
yearbook

Many schools 
prohibit these 
types of items:

Air Conditioners• 
Candles•	
George foreman grills • 
or similar items
Halogen lamps• 
Hot plates• 
Incense•	
Microwaves• 
nails• 
Pets	(except	fish)•	
Toasters•	
“Octopus” lamps• 
String lights• 
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Senior 
Reflections

S enior year is almost over. wow! that fact continues to amaze me.  we have all been through 

so much within this school district and now it is our turn to say goodbye.  even though i am 

extremely grateful and excited to be able to move on and begin a totally new adventure in my 

life, a part of me doesn’t want to let go of something that i have been a part of for such a long time. i am 

extremely privileged to be a part such a school as uahs—with all of its activities inside a community of 

such great tradition and excellence. the reality of saying goodbye, both to my school and to my friends, is a 

concept that is simply hard to grasp.

my core group of friends has been close since middle school.  the times that we have spent together—

whether getting into trouble or playing on the same sports teams—have caused us to grow close throughout 

the years.

senior year has been the most memorable and most exciting year of my high school career.  From the 

joy of playing under the lights at the marv on Friday nights, or playing the last year of the other sport i love, 

lacrosse, to all of the “school friends” that i will miss, senior year has been a blessing.  as time is running 

out and the number of days dwindles, i am taking full advantage of my last opportunity to be a high school 

student. you only get one shot, one chance to participate in so many activities—events like school dances, 

sporting events, and all those weekends just having fun with your friends. therefore, laugh with the friends 

that are close to you, spend time with those who love you, and hold onto the memories that are dear to you. 

it feels like just yesterday that i walked in the senior doors, ready to tackle senior year.  yet here i am now, 

trying to hold on to as many memories and experiences from senior year as i can before they all disappear.  

my time at the high school has been a great learning experience; it has helped me to grow as a student, an 

athlete, and most importantly, a person.  

Jared Sylvester

Eight members of the class of 2008  

look back on four years of work,  

fun and friends at UAHS.

arlingtonianmay 30, 200810
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Senior 
Reflections A round this time of year, right before final exams and allergy season, most students 

can’t wait to get out of school and start their summer breaks. Usually i’m in the 
same boat, eager to finish another grade and come one step closer to graduation. 

However, now that June 1 is staring me in the face and every 3:05 p.m. bell means one less 
day of high school, i’m starting to feel like this time, summer break will be bittersweet. 

Don’t get me wrong, i’m super excited to start shopping for collapsible laundry baskets 
and a new laptop for my dorm room. i can’t wait to change my facebook network from 
“Upper Arlington High School” to “northwestern,” and to make tons of new friends from all 
over the country. At the moment though, all i can think about is how much i’m going to miss 
high school.

i’ll miss waking up each morning to the marching bands roaring rendition of the UA fight 
song. i’ll miss those awkward videos in biology (Action? Attraction! friend? Girlfriend!) and 
discussing our boyfriend problems with my lab mates. i’ll miss getting free Cheryl’s cookies, 
partner quizzes in Calculus and sneaking into the lC without signing in. (Sign in at the 
Multimedia lab instead; it works every time.)i’ll miss the school’s extra crispy french fries and that one cashier man that always says 
“Thank you” really happily after getting my food. i’ll miss sitting outside of the math offices 
everyday for lunch, the music in the hallways on homeroom days and Zuppa bread and 
butter. i’ll miss Ops, Jimmy’s terrible jokes, extra credit, and the convenience of having all my 
classes in one compact building. in a weird way, i might even miss the TOk forums and the 
way all of us ib students bonded together to survive them. i’ll miss trusty computer #10, with 
all those Government powerpoints. i’ll miss being scared by [chemistry teacher Stephen ]
Stern, having my own car and parkig spot and decorating my locker. even more than all of those things, i’ll miss the friends that i made in high school. i’ll miss 
studying and freaking out together over tests and arguing over restaurants for Homecoming. 
i’ll miss passing notes, trips to Caribou during study hall, and taking lots of pictures. i’ll miss 
Asian women’s Club (including the Men’s Division), my sixth period calculus community 
(bonded together through shared suffering and graded problems), and random dance parties 
during class. 

i’m really going to miss my family, my mom’s home-made Chinese food and having my 
own bathroom. i might even miss Sawmill Road and the dollar theatre.life is always going to be full of ups and downs, good times and bad times. Although 
people tend to erase the not-so-fun moments of life and remember only exciting events, i 
advise you to keep it all. All those memories, happy or sad, make up who you are and what 
you have been through. Slow down for a bit and enjoy your life as it is. Cherish the people 
around you; remember the little things that made you happy. As i leave UA this fall, all i’m taking with me is memories, and lots of them. i want to 
remember who i knew, what classes i took, and what teachers influenced me. yes, it’s going 
to be an emotional summer, full of tearful goodbyes and cheesy group photographs, but i’ll 
try to enjoy every minute of it. i’m finally going off to college, as prepared as i can be, with 
all of the experiences and life lessons that high school has given me—and hopefully a new 
collapsible laundry basket.  

Anna Wang
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The high school female is a compelling creature.  it is capable of naming every celebrity couple in 

Hollywood yet somehow incapable of knowing who is playing in the Super bowl.  it has a mind that 

can sometimes leave the most brilliant of men more confused than a caveman in Circuit City.  yet, 

despite their odd tendencies, i have an enduring adoration for these young women.  There’s nothing better than 

listening to girls talk about clothes, Gilmore Girls, or the clothes the Gilmore Girls were wearing.  However, despite 

nearly four years of high school, i have failed to officially acquire a girlfriend.  

it’s not as if i’ve been avidly pursuing a relationship; it’s more like the thought never came up because i’ve been 

busy with other more important things such as dodgeball tournaments and Optimist basketball.  plus, although being 

in love sounds nice, there are a lot of negative aspects to having a girlfriend that almost make it not worthwhile.  

if i deduce that some girl kind of likes me, i usually make a few initial attempts at romance, like a lunch date.  

However, i ultimately decide for some stupid reason that it wouldn’t work out and stop texting her (because i’ve 

realized, parenthetically, that that’s the key route to any girl’s heart: texting.  Just make sure she doesn’t take all your 

clever sarcasm seriously because it’s sometimes tough to tell when it’s just words on a screen).  Thus, i’ve had a few 

“things,” but never a real relationship.  

becoming a senior has an interesting outcome for the relationship scene.  The guys that really want girlfriends 

start resorting to the lowerclassmen pool because by this time all the senior girls know how truly unappealing the 

senior guys are.  However, these relationships are not necessarily bad. They are just tricky because they somehow 

have to transcend the social groups.  The guy has to start hanging out with all of her friends that he doesn’t know, 

and the girl gets really shy around all of his intimidating senior bros.  This difficulty is the main cause of break-

up, so if the couple can get past this challenge, then you know they’ve got something special going.

Although i have a very pessimistic attitude towards relationships, i must say that meeting a 

cute girl is the best thing in the world.  you look at each other and you just know.  when you 

can carry on a conversation looking each other in the eyes with that little grin on your 

faces, you’re in business.  So for now, these eyes will just have to keep looking.

Kyle Saunders
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What better time to write this than 12:17 a.m. as i lay in a hospital bed? Towards the end of my 
junior year, i remember seniors groaning through their last few weeks at school and thinking, 
“Could senioritis really be that bad?” 

The answer? 
Absolutely. 

Despite my best efforts to fight off the educationally fatal disease, something magical happened the day 
i finished my Capstone project—i lost any remaining ability to focus in school. forcing myself through the mo-

tions began to seem pointless, when suddenly my prayers were answered: a shattered ankle.
Only days after “Jeannie night” (i was the lone senior) my softball team was sliding around the bases at 

practice. Sliding by my coach on second base, i heard a loud snap followed by gasps from my team. immediately i 
looked down at my foot, twisted 90 degrees from its anatomical position, and my first reaction was to yell, “Are you 
serious?!” in the minutes to follow, teammates, parents, and medics rushed to my side and i was quickly rushed to 
the hospital. i spent the next seven hours in the eR and had surgery on my leg, fixing the snapped fibula and tibia 
with screws and a metal plate.

when people ask, “Jeannie, are you in pain?” my answer is, of course, “yes.” Having two bones snapped in 
half doesn’t exactly tickle. As i answer, i can’t help but laugh at the fact that i am officially done. After a week of 
doctor-ordered recovery at home i have two weeks until graduation. Many will read this in disgust, questioning how 
someone could prefer a 10-pound leg cast and excruciating levels of pain to a few more weeks of high school, 
but before drawing any conclusions ask yourself this: did you receive morphine on-demand while laying in a bed 
watching endless episodes of Arrested Development and The Office? if not, do not kid yourself by denying the envy 
of my convenient, quick fix to senioritis.

**Disclaimer: Breaking your ankle is not for everyone. Please do not try this at home.**

Jeannie Ricca

W hether you are falling down the stairs, botching a speech in front of the entire school or just going 
through everyday, inevitably awkward moments, high school is chock-full of embarrassing ordeals.

i’m sure everyone has his or her own original and uncomfortable stories that have been 
committed to memory and are shared frequently among classmates and friends. Here are a few examples of 
mortifying experiences to which some of my friends and i have been subjected during high school:

1. waving to someone who you think is waving to you, but in reality, they are waving to the person behind 
you. The more enthusiastically you wave, the more ridiculous you feel later.2. Tripping up the main staircase in the middle of a crowd, your stuff flying everywhere.3. when your shirt, or backpack zipper, catches onto someone else’s backpack and you walk with them a 
few feet, frantically trying to release yourself while they stare at you in amusement and mild disgust.

4. Reading aloud in class and mispronouncing a word, but on top of saying the word incorrectly, a freudian slip 
occurs and you end up substituting an inappropriate word, in which case the whole class awakens from its coma 
and catches your mistake. for the next few days, your mistake is what the class talks about.

5. Any type of wardrobe malfunction, such as ripping your pants or tucking your skirt into your underwear—
instant humiliation.

naturally, the much-desired remedy is to disappear as quickly as humanly possible. However, i believe such 
situations have a purpose: learning how to grow into oneself.  High school is definitely a process in such a 
respect. if anything, it is important to realize that everyone makes fools of themselves at one time or another. At 
least one of the five scenarios has happened to all of us, so do not be too embarrassed or take the situation too 
seriously if it happens to you.

Emilie Mariotti
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High school is like a song of epic proportions.  it begins in absolute chaos, as if we were all amateur 
musicians with shabby instruments, each trying to play a different tune at once.  At times, the sound 
we produced was more terrifying than terrific, a frightening phantom of fear and insecurity, a plague 

of perplexity and convulsion.  like failing your first test, crashing your first car, or embarrassing yourself beyond 
comprehensible recovery, sometimes the music was nothing less than deplorable; a grated, barbed rod being 
raked back and forth across the poorly-tuned iron strings of a secondhand viola.  The shrieks and screeches of our 
foolishness and failures rendered the ear canal comatose, as we got in over our heads and were too headstrong to 
ask for help.  

And others times the music was harrowing, a haunting spell of sadness and despair, of tear-frosted cheeks 
and an unremitting dwelling in the deep, dark abyss of depression.  promises are broken, expectations fallen short, 
many mistakes are made.  but the music keeps on, the motion continues.  for it is our hearts, though battered and 
bruised, bent and broken, which continue nonetheless, pounding the rhythm forward, electrifying and driving our 
lives out from underneath adversity.  The song is motion, and the passage of time impending, so we squeeze our 
eyes shut and brace ourselves, preparing for whatever struggle comes next.  

but then, instead, the melody dips, rips, and tumbles, each note wrestling and fighting for righteousness, and 
then the beautiful moment comes, the moment when the music lifts and soars, the voices sing in unison, the 
strings and keys and horns and drums build and swell and roar with indescribable beauty.  we open our eyes 
in amazement and joy, for somewhere along the way, we learned how to play life’s music as one. The music we 
create together cascades outward with delicate grace, as the notes fly up to some high plane unseen, where they 
shine and shower us with light, passion and love.  This is a friend found forever, a lesson truly learned, a glimpse of 
a light never swallowed by darkness.  And the music becomes more than sound, more than notes lifted off a page; 
it is glory, it is love, it is an inextinguishable fire that illuminates our souls.  The music is ours, but only for a moment, 
as the song ends softly, and the song ends swiftly, but it never ends silently, for the song will forever sing in the 
souls of us all.  

So, Class of 2008, here’s to you, for a heroic melody and a magnificent symphony.  May love and light and the 
music of life live long and always ignite your heart.

Caroline Blosser

As the saying goes, “Time flies when you’re having fun.” High school has gone by extremely fast—

almost too fast—and it has been unforgettable. i’m graduating in a few short weeks but it feels as if i 

just took my picture in front of my house, documenting the first day of my freshman year. 

i remember being an eighth grader and not wanting to go to the high school. i was scared because i didn’t 

know if i could adjust. 

now, here i am four years later, not wanting to leave.

i have had a lot of great memories during these past four years and i won’t forget them. i got my license 

sophomore year and i felt like Cher from Clueless when she was taking her driver’s license test: scared and 

unprepared. luckily, i passed with flying colors. 

UAHS has given me some of the best years of my life and i want to make sure that the oncoming seniors are 

prepared for a great year. Most of all, Carpe diem! Seize the day. Make your lives as seniors extraordinary. you 

seniors-to-be should cherish these memories as i have.

Elizabeth Narwicz
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Vigor LamI remember the first day of high school back in my freshman year; how frightening it was to walk in the 
halls with guys that looked like they could be my father and all the new teachers. it was all so different. 
the transition from middle school to high school was so unexpected that i laugh at how the freshmen are 

now as i observe their cluelessness about high school policies. today, we rule the school. we, the seniors can 
walk freely in study hall with no destination in mind and be grateful for the “senior parking only” rule.

There are so many memories and random tidbits that I will miss about high school. The teachers are the first. 
even though we think about how annoying our teachers are and how they are always on our case to turn work 
in, i will not have that luxury next year in college. i will actually have to be organized and keep up with the schedules 
professors will throw at us. i will also miss the “bubble” that is the high school. i am used to knowing many of the 
people that i walk in the halls with and the friends that i’m used to having class with. in college, i’m going to be in a 
class with 20,000+ students; how terrifying. i will miss the randomness of my Calculus bC class; even though i seriously did not understand the material, 
our class bonded. we knew when to have fun and when to get to work… who am i kidding? we never really 
worked hard in that class; just complained about how much calculus sucks. i will miss complaining so much with anyone who is willing to listen about my troubles in school, about me 
literally failing tests or procrastinating on a project and wanting to kill myself for not doing it earlier.

still, i wouldn’t change much about my high school career. i had fun with friends, i fooled around when i 
shouldn’t have and had fun when i was supposed to study. in the end, it was all worth it, because it is not just the 
the ap credits ,the transcript with all those amazing extra-curricular activities or sports that you excelled in that carry 
over to college, but the experiences and the friends you make in high school.

Congratulations 
Eileen,

We’re so proud 
of you!

Love,
Mom, Dad, Patrick, Ryan, Therese, and Kieran

May the light of your soul guide you.
 −Celtic Blessing
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destinationssenior

Arizona State 
University

Molly Koniewich
Michael Krier

Ashland University
Margaret Mitchell
Baldwin-Wallace 

College
Heather Shearron

Barnard College
Caroline Blosser

Boston College
Katherine Chin

Bowling Green State 
University

Cori Crumrine
Ryan Holbert
Jessica Lewis
Kevin Link
Marisa Lutz
Eryn Pierce
Landrew Sevel
Jacob Tomasi
Clayton Toothman

Bradley University
Christopher Carlson

Brigham Young 
University

Kyle Angelos
Lawrence Barrett
Scott Welling

Brigham Young 
University, Idaho

Ryan Packer

British Columbia, 
U of

Jie Geng

Brown University
Nancy Baker

Bucknell University
Katrina Espiritu

Butler University
Rachel Landerman

California State 
University, 
Northridge

Malihe Ghazanfari

Capital University
David Jackson
Vincent Roadcap
Michael Zanetos

Case Western Reserve 
University

Sean Carr
Jui-Chun Cheng
Jack Clark
Vikram Santhanam

Catholic University of 
America

Michael O’Keefe

Charleston Southern 
University

Alexander Gilmer

University of Chicago
Clare Ferrell

Christopher Newport 
University

Evan Miller

Colby College
Phillip Zunshine

College of Charleston
James Andrew
Emily Boggs

College of Wooster
Travis Calkins

Colorado at Boulder, 
University of

Dylan Treece

Colorado College
Victoria Emery

Colorado Mountain 
College

Ethan White

Colorado State 
University

Caitlin Adams
Grant Gerhard

Columbus College of 
Art and Design

Seok Ho Oh
Joseph Reiff
Carli Shipley
Stephanie Streb

Columbus State 
Community 
College

Charles Aleshire
Yonathan Anugerah
David Ausham
Scott Ball
Charles Ballinger
David Beach
Zachary Borelli
Emily Cash
Erica Comer
Karl Dick
Elizabeth Dietrich
Matthew Dietrich
Maxwell Donovan
Alyssa Dyas
Mohamed El-Hosseiny
Timothy Ferrara
Angel Gamino
Christopher 

Greathouse
Alyssa Griffin
Ray Groves
Christina Harlow
Elizabeth Marie 

Harmon
Hannah Herbst
Kirk Hughey
Behzad Karimnamazi
Michael Lombardi
Alexander Mader
Christopher 

Maisenbacher Jr
Alex McGinty
Taylor Merullo
Elizabeth Pollitt
Brian Reimer
John Schirtzinger
Kyle Shockley
Erin Small
Enrique Suber
Meggie Thrash
Joseph Topazio
Miyah Trotter-

Thornhill
Rong Wang
Lauren West
Jack Wilson
Lee Zumstein

Davidson College
Gregory Vereb

Defiance College
Renzo Ganvini

Denison University
Henry Jochem
Braden Layer
Leslie Rogers
Brett Tiberi
DePaul University
Stephen Bowen

Duke University
Abigail Johnston
William Leister

Elon University
Riley Allen
Jack Rodenfels

Employment & travel
Theodore Munsell

Employment- Great 
Clips

Gina Lombardi

Flagler College
Katherine Wesney

George Washington 
University

Margaret Lentz

Georgetown 
University

Adam Donahue
Diana Tsai

Grand Valley State 
University

Marco Benedetti

Hamilton College
Scott Blosser

Hocking College
Seamus McSweeney
Thomas Sauter
Hofstra University
Justin Fiksel

Hope College
Kathryn Brown
Anna Leach
Hilary Zurhorst

Indiana University at 
Bloomington

Jordan Fromm
Logan Grannis
Lauren Kuhn
Aspen McArthur

Emily Stemkowski
Kathryn Thorson

Indiana Wesleyan 
University

James Bierly

Ithaca College
Elizabeth Ellson
Samantha Ullum

Kent State University
Alesia Malushi

Kenyon College
Robyn Rae Stype

Lake Erie College
Autumn Harvey

Lehigh University
Caitlin Oberlin
Earl Pape

Lindenwood 
University

Robin Pirik

Loyola University, 
Chicago

Alexandra Davis

Marietta College
Stephen Halsey

Massachusetts 
Institute of 
Technology

Mallika Randeria

Mercyhurst College
Ian Ansel

Messiah College
Frederick Hanover III

Miami University
Megan Adams
Brooke Anthony
Katherine Babbitt
Andrea Bergen
Katherine Cole
Meredith Cole
Jacqueline Cotter
Allison Fitz
Hannah Griebner
Christopher Hamilton
Meredith Hiltbrand

Catherine Hoffman
Cameron Horner
Mackenzie Miller
Rachel Nourse
Joshua Root
Tyler Shroyer
Jared Sylvester
Katherine Troll
James Trotier
Lauren Wallace
Samantha Zid

Michigan State 
University

Curtis Abell
Kelly Roderick

Milwaukee Institute 
of Art and Design

Claire Smith

Monmouth 
University

Anderson Haxton

Morehead State U
Kelly Pendery

Mount Union College
Brandon Von Voigt

Muskingum College
Ashley Reik

National Gourmet 
Institute

Amanda Aakhus

National Guard/
Electrician

Monde Ntozakhe
New York University
Elizabeth McCulloch

Northeastern U
Areum Kang

Northern Kentucky 
University

Torrey Bley
Lauren Nelson

Northwestern U
Alyssa Beebe
Elizabeth Loe
Anna Wang
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University of 
Tennessee, 
Knoxville

Erica Palmer

University of Toledo
Amanda Johnston
Kevin Murray

University of 
Washington

Milena Berman

University of 
Wisconsin, 
Madison

Clare Woessner

Vanderbilt University
Gabriel Krimm
Colin McClain

Virginia Military 
Institute

Alexander Benedick

Western State College 
of Colorado

Glenn DiNicola

Wheaton College
Tristan Thorson

Wittenberg 
University

Lauren Hura
Nishant Makhija
Brian Rolland
Andrew Tran

Youngstown State 
University

Gretchen Cloern
Jessica Vanasdlen

Special thanks to Julie 
Hartfelder for providing 
this list through the 
Upper Arlington College 
Center. Arlingtonian 
regrets any errors or 
inadvertent omissions to 
the Senior Destinations 
list. To ensure corrections 
appear in the 2008 
Norwester yearbook, 
please email the 
Arlingtonian/Norwester 
adviser at chemmerly@
uaschools.org.

University of Dayton
Margaret Browne
Victoria Cook
Rachel Creedon
Peter Elliott
Nicholas Ivanovich
Nathan Pyle
Philippa Slater
Cody Slicker

University of Denver
Danner Close
Philip Taylor III
Jonathan Vande 

Werken

University of Hawaii 
@ Manoa

Eve Millett

University of Illinois 
@ Urbana-
Champaigne

Alexandra Saveanu
Gerald Shook

University of 
Kentucky

Kyle Fisher
Emily Groza
John Houk
Alison Jacobs
Tyler Karling
Daniel Leggett
Elizabeth McMahon
Nicholas Paraskos
Thomas Tench

University of Maine, 
Orono

Ryan Bonner

University of 
Maryland, 
College Park

Grant Oliver

University of 
Michigan

Natalie Horner
Thomas Ritter

University of Notre 
Dame

Michael Magill
Katharine Stucko

University of 
Pennsylvania

Lindsay Godard
Julie Perkins

University of South 
Carolina

Travis Deisering
Jessica John

William West
Patriya Wiesmann
Alexander Rytel
Amy Sherer
Mostafa Sheta

OSU-Newark
Ian Ackers
Derek Bernsdorf
Erin Blake
Simon Boteler
Alexander Buck
Zackary Cramp
Justin Dumond
David Hauser
Molly Love
Nicholas Nini
Abigail Randle
Kyle Sexton

The University of 
Akron

Andrew Colosimo

The University of 
Arizona

Kevin Anderson
Kevin Vlahos

The University of 
Findlay

Curtis Principi

Trinity University
Mario Miranda

Tulane University
Charles Williams

United States Air 
Force Academy

Zachary Tulley

United States Military 
Academy

Matthew Ghidotti
University of 

California at Los 
Angeles

Leanne Iacovetta

University of 
Cincinnati

Abigail Clingo
Joshua Fischer
James Gogolski
Sarah Morey

University of 
Colorado at 
Boulder

Vigor Lam
Robert Laudick
Ellen Lorenz
Hunter Menke
Kyle Saunders
Matthew Sonnett
Kathleen Taggart
Jennifer Whalen

Sarah Bergen
Daniel Bibyk
Henry Bruce
Morgan Bryan
Katherine Coons
Seth Covert
Ian Craig
Sean Cressie
Andrew Daughters
Tyler Davis
Jacqueline DeLany
Stephanie DeRosa
Taylor DeVault
Rachael 

Dilenschneider
Catherine Eitel
Ali Esfahani
Andrew Fast
Charles Fox
Michael Freeze II
Jennifer Gill
David Haddad
Sherie Hanna
Michael Harry
Alexandria Hatch
Catherine Hatten
Michelle Hayman
Jenna Hillier
Christopher Hohlbein
Lauren Jones
Courtney Kessler
Jonathan King
Peter Kinzelman
Dmitri Kotov
Dominic Labanowski
Thomas Latourelle
Alex Leininger
Christopher Lewis
Lucas McBride
Laura McGhee
Olivia Miller
Seyun Moon
William Murray
Daniel Nygren
James Orr
Ann Payne
Thach Pham
Eleanor Pierman
Andrew Pirtle
Jacob Posner
Ranjini Chaudhury
Jeannie Ricca
Kyle Richardson
Mark Riley
Jeffrey Sale
Kyle Sauter
Casey Schindler
Michael Schopis
Brendon Smith
Lauren Sommerfelt
Matthew Spellacy
Charles Stewart
Christopher Sung
Andrew Taris
Taylor Vickery
Mintai Wang
Samuel Weaver
Rudolph Wesolek

Rhodes College
Julie Doub
Andrew McGeoch

Roanoke College
Elizabeth Narwicz

Rochester Institute of 
Technology

Derek Dickson
Jacob Klenk

Saint Louis 
University

Thomas Piolata

Savannah College of 
Art & Design

Jennifer Nutter

Shawnee State 
University

Deanna Hunt

Southern Methodist 
University

Mary Caroline 
Holstein

Andrea Johnson

St. John’s College
Margaret Mohr

St. John’s University
Charles Lee

Stanford University
Marie Caligiuri

State University of 
New York at 
Albany

Keith Olson

Stevens Institute of 
Technology

Calvin Case

Taylor University
Chelsea Moore
Stephanie Roka

Tennessee State U
Christopher McKay

The Art Institute of 
Charleston

Catherine Duncan

The Art Institute of 
Pittsburgh

Jonathon Myers

The King’s College
Brennan Kurfees

The Ohio State 
University

Kristen Arnold
Samantha Bechtold

Oberlin College
Lauren McCrystal

The Ohio Academy 
Paul Mitchell 
Partner School

Marie Ferritto

Ohio Dominican 
University

Tiffany Ford
Anna Giuliani

Ohio Northern 
University

Andrew Jacoby
Kaitlyn Early

Ohio University
Michael Bock-Bacalao
Jamie Caton
Kyle Cline
Brian Cox
Kathleen Everett
Jamie Fry
Amy Gilbert
Madeline Hoff
Jordan Hurley
Kyle Jones
Lauren Lau
Nicholas Massa
Alex Morrow
Morgan Otte
Jessica Reinhardt
Eric Rieser
Patrick Schubert
John Ubbing
Heidi Weaston
Amy Whitman
Michael Winzenread
Mary Dodson

Ohio Wesleyan U
Nathaniel Barnett
Travis Wall
Sarah Whipps

Otterbein College
Amy Peppercorn

Palm Beach Atlantic 
University

Gabriella Merullo
Ingrid Bohn

Pennsylvania State 
University

Mikel Berry
Emilie Mariotti

Pratt Institute
Molly Savage

Purdue University
Justin Carothers
Sara Staub

Randolph-Macon 
College

Michael Raphael
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sports

o   
n May 7, various senior athletes gathered to be recognized for their 
achievements and formally disclose their decisions to continue playing 
sports in college. This year, over 30 students promised to continue 
their athletic careers at the college level. Whether in Division I, II or 

III, UA athletes are looking forward to the opportunity to compete. 
Senior Travis Wall said he was excited to continue playing soccer at the 

University of Cincinnati because of the increased competition.
“I am very thrilled for college athletics,” Wall said. “The competition level will 

raise a lot; it will be so exciting to play [at that level].”
Senior Caitlin Oberlin, who plans to attend Lehigh University to play lacrosse 

next year, agreed that the change will be welcomed.
“I am very excited,” Oberlin said. “It is most certainly going to be a huge 

change, but I think that it will be very fun. The prestige and success that the 
lacrosse program has here at UA will only benefit me.” 

Playing college sports can help some students get into highly competitive 
schools, including Georgetown, Brown, University of Pennsylvania and Boston 
College. Senior Matt Ghidotti said playing lacrosse helped him get into his college 
of choice.

“Yes, this sport helped me get admitted into the United States Military 
Academy,” Ghidotti said. “I get full tuition plus a monthly salary.”

Though not all seniors are receiving full athletic scholarships to play in college, 
some are benefiting from partial scholarships and other perks, such as guaranteed 
on-campus housing. 

Oberlin said she chose to play because she loves the sport and is looking 
forward to competing in college. 

“I have so much fun playing,” Oberlin said. “I love the competitiveness, and 
most of all I enjoy all the friendships I have made through this sport and really 
want to continue that in college.” 

l indsay gardner, ‘09

Seniors attend Spring Signing Day to announce their college choices. Over 30 UA seniors plan to compete in college athletics next year.

Continuing in College
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Name Sport School                                
Adam Donahue lacrosse Georgetown University
Alex benedict  lacrosse virginia Military institute
Alex Miranda Swimming Trinity University
Andrew Colosimo football University of Akron
braden layer football Denison University
brandon von voigt football Mount Union College
brett Tiberi basketball Denison University
Caitlin Oberlin lacrosse lehigh University
Cal Case lacrosse Stevens Tech University
Cameron Horner Diving Miami University Ohio
Catherine eitel Swimming The Ohio State University
Clare ferrell Swimming Univeristy of Chicago
elizabeth loe Swimming northwestern University
elizabeth narwicz lacrosse Roanoke College
eric Hanover lacrosse Messiah College
Grant Oliver lacrosse University of Maryland
Gretchen Cloern Tennis youngstown State University
Jack Clark baseball Case western Reserve 
Jenna Hiller Swimming The Ohio State University
Jenni Gill Crew  The Ohio State University
Jessica lewis Swimming bowling Green State University
Jon vande werken lacrosse University of Denver
kaitlyn early Swimming Ohio northern University
katherine Chin Swimming boston College
keith Olson lacrosse University at Albany
kelly Roderick field Hockey Michigan State University
lauren wallace Swimming Miami University Ohio
lindsay Godard  lacrosse University of pennsylvania 
Matt Ghidotti lacrosse west point
nancy baker lacrosse brown University
natalie Horner Soccer University of Michigan
Samatha Ullum lacrosse ithaca College
Travis Calkins football University of wooster
Travis wall Soccer University of Cincinnati
Zach Tulley lacrosse Air force Academy
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Seniors plan to play college athletics
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- Hours: Monday-Saturday 10am-10pm
  Sunday Closed

- Dining/ carryout/ catering
- Mexican food and atmosphere

2162 W. Henderson Rd.

(614) 538-8701

Habeeba’s 
Bellydancing

Largest studio  
in the Midwest  

since 1971

Ladies welcome to visit!
       Monday - Thursday:    6 p.m. to 10 p.m.
    Friday:    6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
             Saturday:    10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Register NOW!  (614) 486-3991

Convenient Grandview location!
1666 W. 1st Ave., Columbus, OH 43212

www.habeebas.com

arlingtonian may 30, 2008 19



     Teleperformance is 
hiring Premium Tech 
Support agents 18 
years or older with 
at least 18 hours of 
IT-specific course 
work. You can earn 
$11.75 to $13.25 an          
    hour!

Think you know everything 
about computers? ...We 

challenge you to teach us a 
thing or two!

Apply online @
Teleperformance.com/careers

Apply in person Monday through Friday, 8am to 7pm

4339 Equity Drive, Cols
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King of
   the court

W
henever 
two 
teams 

meet in the first 
round of the nbA 
playoffs for three 
consecutive years 
there is bound to 
be trouble, and lots 
of it. The Cleveland 
Cavaliers once 
again faced the 
washington wizards 
in the eastern 

Conference playoffs from April 19 to May 2, and 
neither team wasted time letting each other know 
how they feel about one another. but who can 
blame the wizards for their less than enthusiastic 
attitude? i would be pretty frustrated if i got 
smacked down by the same team in the playoffs 
the past two years, especially at the hand of the one 
and only king himself : lebron James. Despite the 
violent fouls on James, winning the series seemed 
to be an easy task for him

After getting whooped the first two games of the 
series as James stunned the crowd with his deadly 
jump shot and breathtaking dunks, it became obvious 
the wizards were going nowhere, and fast. Once they 
realized that stopping James and the Cavs would 
require a spell not even these wizards could conjure, 
they came to their last resort—the “Hack-a-bron” 
method: fouling him and making him earn his points 
at the line. The series quickly went from basketball to 
what seemed like wwe wrestling — at least whenever 
James touched the ball. 

James was fouled hard multiple times going to 
the basket in game one. He was violently pushed 
out of bounds while in the air, leaving him with his 
elbow sliced open. The fouls escalated in game 
two of the series, when wizards center brendan 
Haywood was ejected for his flagrant foul on 
James. Haywood pushed James with both hands 
and sent him soaring out of bounds. The message 

was clearly sent that the goal of the wizards was to 
damage James in order to win the series. 

After winning game three convincingly, the 
wizards continued their menacing strategy in game 
four with a second flagrant foul on James —this 
time by guard Deshawn Stevenson, whose claim 
of James to be “overrated” earlier this season may 
have been one of the catalysts for this animosity. He 
responded in the game by scoring 34 points, dishing 
out seven assists and grabbing seven rebounds 
to lead the Cavs to a 100-97 victory. The fireworks 
resumed after the game when Haywood mocked 
James and called him a crybaby. 

Here’s a little truth potion Mr. Haywood: you 
are in no position to call lebron James a crybaby. 
Despite being mutilated, James managed to be 
just as effective in this series as he has all season, 
averaging 29.5 points, 8.5 rebounds and 6.5 assists 
this series, and he has done it all with his trademark 
smile on his face. Although the attack may have 
made lebron think twice about driving to the hoop, 
the wizards were clearly outmatched. And as for Mr. 
Haywood, hopefully his 10.6 points and 7.2 rebound 
season average gets him a chauffer job for James. 

Although James has managed to keep his cool 
during this grudge match, he was quick to note 
that if a play like this happened back on the streets 
of his hometown in Akron, things might have gone 
differently. And at 6’9” and 240 pounds, calling 
James names is the last thing i would do unless i 
had a death wish. lucky for the wizards he gets to 
beat them on the court instead of with his fists. 

A piece of advice to the wizards: having no-
name players who barely average double figures 
mock lebron James  — one of the most talented 
players of all time— means next to nothing. in 
fact, i imagine him finding it somewhat amusing 
that players have the nerve to call him out. And as 
for the fouling, it only adds fuel to his fire. you are 
going to have to do much more than that to slow 
him down. Maybe next year you should hire some 
professional hitmen to bind and gag him in the 
locker room come playoff time.

MitCh lex, ‘09

Lebron James continues to impress despite “playoff fouls”
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sports

GIRlS lACRoSSe: Senior nancy 
baker takes the ball down the field 
during the May 5 game against Hilliard 
Darby. The bears won 20-4.

SofTBAll: Sophomore kasi 
vasquez slides into home during 
the April 28 game against Dublin 
Coffman. The bears lost 2-3.

BoyS lACRoSSe: Running te ball, 
senior captain Adam Donahue sprints 
past a member the wooster team during 
the May 3 game. The bears won 15-6.

BASeBAll: Senior Jack Rodenfels makes 
a catch during the April 28 game against 
Dublin Coffman. The bears won 3-2.

BoyS TeNNIS: Senior captain Sean 
Carr returns a volley during the 
April 24 game against westerville 
north. The bears won 5-0.
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Senior  Captain 
Katie Coons

girls crew

athlete seleCtion and Q&a Compilation | lindsay gardner

Q: What 
is your 
favorite 
thing 
about 
crew?
Coons: 
i love the 

second family i found the day 
i joined the team. To row well, 
every girl in the boat has to 
be getting along with every 
other girl. There’s a strong 
bond among rowers.  
Q: Did you enjoy playing 
sports in high school?
Coons: i thoroughly enjoyed 
being a high school athlete. 
Sports teach us time 
management, discipline and 
commitment.

Q: What is 
your favorite 
thing about 
playing 
high school 
athletics?
Carr: My 
favorite part of 

high school athletics is being part 
of a team. i really enjoy practicing 
and playing matches on a team. 
Most people think tennis is more 
of individual sport, but it really 
isn’t. we win or lose as a team, 
not as individuals. 
Q: What is some advice you have 
for next year’s team?
Carr: i would advise them to work 
hard in the off season so Upper 
Arlington can bring home another 
state championship. 

p
h

o
to

 | 
s

a
m

a
n

th
a

 u
ll

u
m

p
h

o
to

 | 
o

lV
ia

 m
il

le
r

p
h

o
to

 | 
o

li
Vi

a
 m

il
le

r

Senior Captain 
Sean Carr
boys tennis
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Sergeant First Class Shawn Bowers at 614-878-6281
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w
hen Anne Dierker, a volunteer for Nationwide 
Children’s Hospital, walked into the annual 
student art exhibition at the Municipal 
Building, she was only told to pick out pieces 

to be displayed at the hospital. She had no other guidelines 
or expectations in mind, but when she saw the displays, she 
was amazed by the quality of the pieces displayed. 

“There are so many great pieces out in the community, 
and the artwork picked by art teachers for exhibits was 
terrific,” Dierker said. 

Of the 165 pieces displayed by students from both UA 
and Wellington, Dierker chose around 40 to be displayed at 
the hospital. This is the first time the hospital has ever done 
this and both students and hospital employees are excited 
and certain of a warm reception from the patients. 

Dierker chose the pieces to decorate the new buildings 
being built on the hospital’s campus.

“Because there have been so many renovations and 
changes to the campus, [the hospital] decided it would be 
a neat concept to visit all around central Ohio and contact 
young artists to see if they want to be showcased in our 
hospital,” Dierker said.

According to Dierker, the pieces will be displayed in 
October, when the construction of the J. West Building is 
scheduled to be finished. Because most of the pieces will be 
displayed in public places, such as waiting rooms, they were 
not only picked for their thoughtful, strong qualities, but also 
for their appropriateness to the hospital.  

“We usually stay away from pieces that could potentially 
be controversial, because we don’t want to bring anybody 

down,” Dierker said. 
The pieces will be permanently displayed with 

professional frames and plaques. UAHS art teacher Casey 
Linkinhoker said this is a great honor for students.

“To [have artwork on] permanent display anywhere is an 
honor, because a lot of [pieces] get put up in a cabinet, but 
anywhere that you can get the public to see it permanently is 
something different,” Linkinhoker said. 

Sophomore Nora Wells, whose color-pencil drawing of 
stuffed animals was chosen, said she was pleasantly surprised 
by the news.

“I no doubt would have just put the sketch in my closet 
when I got home, so now it will serve some other purpose 
than to collect dust,” Wells said. 

Senior Kevin Murray, whose three photographs 
were picked, also said his initial reaction to the news 
was of surprise. 

“I [was surprised] because all three of [my pieces] were 
chosen,” Murray said. “It’s a pretty awesome feeling knowing 
that someone [enjoyed] my work.”

Murray said he hopes people at the hospital will also 
enjoy his art.

Linkinhoker said these students will most likely create 
a positive and comfortable atmosphere in the hospital with 
their displays. 

“In a busy place like the hospital, where there’s a 
lot of waiting and there could be happy times [as well 
as] sad times, [art] helps to create a good atmosphere,” 
Linkinhoker said. “It should be an honor for the 
students to be part of it.”

Nationwide Children’s Hospital chooses student art to be displayed This photo by senior Kevin Murray was chosen 
to be displayed at the Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital. Around 40 pieces of art were picked for 
this honor. 

lay Kodama, ‘09

A Colorful waiting Room

A lot of [pieces] get put up 
in a cabinet [temporarily], 
but anywhere that you can 
get the public to see it 
permanently is something 
different.

ART TeACHeR 
CASey linkinHOkeR
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2140 TremonT CenTer

Upper ArlingTon, oH 43221
pHone: (614) 486-5336
    FAx: (614) 486-5337

www.HUFFmAnsmArkeT.Com

Northwest EyeCare Professionals

James C. Bieber, O.D.
Russell  S. Fillmore,  O.D.
Douglas  J.  Bosner, O.D.

2098 Tremont Center
Columbus, Ohio 43221
www.nweye.com

(614) 486-5205
(800) 486-5206
Fax (614) 486-0345

Eileen Adamo
Yousef Alghothni
Taylor Anderson
Brooke Anthony
Megan Anthony
Sarah Bergen
Rachel Butler
Abby Clingo
Rachel Creedon
Jackie DeLany
Julie Doub
Hoda El-Housseiny
Katrina Espiritu
Katie Everett
Tiffany Ford
Sarah Griffith
Leanne Iacovetta 

The TriVillage Mentor League/Big Brothers Big Sisters 
of Central Ohio school-based mentoring program wishes 

its 2007-2008 volunteer teen mentors a great year of 
mentoring.  Thank you for making a BIG difference!

Alison Jacobs
Mike Jamshidimehr
Lauren Johnson
Joumana Khatib
Lauren Lau
Jameson Lowery
Aedan Maeher 
Mike Magill
Lucas McBride 
Bailey McClellan
Catherine Meeth
Addie Miller
Danny Nygren
Garrett O’Brochta
McKenzie O’Brochta
Raleigh Pearson
Julie Perkins

Tommy Piolata
Chase Pitman
Conner Pitman
Ashley Reik
Jessica Reinhardt
Ilona Relle
Kyle Richardson
Kyle Saunders
Casey Schindler
Nick Shoning
Sarah Staub
Adam Teach
Kaki Thorson
Greg Vereb
Heidi Weaston
Amy Whitman
Samantha Zid

Big Brothers Big Sisters
of Central Ohio



t
ucked away in the back of the art hallway 
sits the ceramics room. While it is a place 
few students venture, the room serves as a 
creative space for senior Cori Crumrine.  

Crumrine began taking ceramics classes as a 
sophomore, and since then has gone on to win 
high honors in numerous competitions. Her most 
notable accomplishments include the Scholastics Art 
Show in January and the Ohio Governors Youth Art 
Exhibition in March.

Crumrine entered 15 pieces in Scholastics, four 
of which were awarded prizes—three with a gold 
key, the highest award, and one with the silver 
key. Scholastics is a national competition and 
her awards qualified her to send her pieces to the 
national show in New York; however, she decided 
not to attend.

“Even though my pieces qualified at the regional 
stage for nationals, I pulled my pieces because I 
heard that almost all of the pieces that are sent to 
New York break,” Crumrine said. “I am not really 
sad about it, because I would rather keep the pieces.”

More recently, Crumrine received a top 25 award 
in the prestigious Ohio Governors Youth Art Show. 

“The piece in Governor’s was the tallest I made 
all year at about 42 inches,” Crumrine said.

Her Governor’s project took a week and half to 
create; however, ceramics can still be a very time-
consuming activity. Crumrine said she has first and 
second period study hall and spends almost every 
morning working on her various projects. The time 
for each project also varies greatly. According to 
Crumrine, pieces can take anywhere from one day 
to as long as two weeks to create. Besides actually 
making the piece with clay, the firing and glazing 
process takes another week.

“Sometimes I finish a piece really quickly in only 
a day but it needs a day for drying, a day for firing, 
a day for glazing and finally another day for firing 

again,” Crumrine said. “It winds up taking a week 
total, minimum.”

Despite the amount of work at school, ceramics 
takes little time outside of school.

 “I really only need to do my research for ideas 
and sketches after school.” Crumrine said.

Crumrine draws her inspirations from many 
sources, but mainly magazines.

“I really like to look at magazines, especially 
interior design magazines because they have really 
interesting shapes,” Crumrine said.

Crumrine also receives help from her ceramics 
teacher, Mark Nagel, who helps her think of new 
shapes and ways to improve her ideas.

“Cori is really good about researching and coming 
up with ideas. I help with obstacles in firing and 
glazing techniques, which are very small compared to 
the work she does on her own,” Nagel said.

According to Crumrine, she likes using both the 
wheel and making pottery by hand; however, the 
projects she does on the wheel do not always allow 
for as much creativity.

“The wheel is great, but I like using my hands 
more because you can’t make many shapes on the 
wheel, and with your hands the shapes are more 
organic,” Crumrine said.

Crumrine’s favorite piece she did was called 
Makiewburii, which was assigned to her by Nagel. 

“Although I wish I had chosen a less complicated 
name, it was my favorite because it was inspired 
by a Japanese book called How to Wrap 5 Eggs,” 
Crumrine said. I got to make it with my hands 
instead of the wheel, and when it was finished I 
wrapped it in Japanese paper. It was really unique.”

Crumrine plans on going to college to pursue a 
career in fine arts.

“I don’t know if I want to be an art teacher or a 
potter,” she said, “but I know ceramics will always 
be a part of my life.”

Amanda Jones, ‘09

i don’t know if i want to be 
an art teacher or a potter, 
but i know ceramics will 
always be a part of my life

SeniOR CORi CRUMRine

sculpting success
Senior Cori Crumrine, a talented potter, hopes to pursue her 
interest in ceramics in college and eventually as a career

left: senior Cori Crumrine works on one 
of her various projects. Crumrine has 
won various awards this year and hopes 
to pursue ceramics in college.  
Middle and Right: Crumrine’s ceramic 
pieces span a range of artistic genres.
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Your Graduation Party Caterer

Graduate Gathering
Deli Tray

Fresh Fruit Salad
Macaroni Salad

Redskin Potato Salad
Chips

Assorted Cookies and Brownies

Classic Picnic
Hot Dogs and Hamburgers

Corn on the Cob
Molasses Baked Beans
Redskin Potato Salad

Chilled Watermelon Slices
Assorted Cookies and Brownies

School Spirit Buffet
Vegetable Crudités

Pulled Pork or Beef if BBQ Sauce
BBQ or Herb Chicken
Macaroni and Cheese

Creamy Cole Slaw
Fresh Fruit Salad

Homemade Corn Muffins
School Spirit Cookies

Celebrate!

33 East Nationwide Boulevard
Columbus, OH 43215

(614) 461-2648
Kristen Kerr

kkerr@columbushospitality.com
www.fusion-catering.com

It’s never too late to plan!
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Summer is fast approaching, and it is the perfect opportunity to lay outside in the sun with a glass of lemonade 
and a good book. Here are some summer reading guidelines (don’t worry—you won’t be graded!)

radical reads

lara bonner, ‘09

Jodie Picoult is an author known for 
her startlingly emotional novels. In her 
novel, Nineteen Minutes, she confronts 

controversial topics such as school shootings, 
homosexuality and bullying. Picoult 
combines tragedy, mystery and romance into 
a complex plot that slowly unravels as the 
story progresses.

The story tells of the way 17-year-old 
Peter Houghton brutally murders over 10 
students in his small town high school. The 
novel is structured so that Peter’s motives 
are slowly revealed with flashbacks. The 
flashbacks uncover cruel bullying from Peter’s 
classmates and the broken friendship between 
Peter and Josie Cormier, whose mother Alex 
happens to be a judge who could influence 
Peter’s trial.

The meticulously crafted novel intertwines 
the characters’ stories seamlessly, giving the 
readers a detailed context for each character’s 
life and relationships—past, present and 
future. Each character, particularly the 
haunted Peter and the emotionally closed 
off Alex, is incredibly complex and plausible 
with difficult conflicts and inner struggles. 
One of the many subplots of the stories 
revolves around the struggles of Lacy 
Houghton, Peter’s mother. Picoult raises 
the question: Are parents to blame if their 
children go down the wrong path? The 
feeling of putting forth your best effort yet 
failing anyway is one to which readers will be 
able to relate.

When reading Nineteen Minutes, readers 
will be pulled into the fictional lives of each 
character and emotionally affected by the 
story. Nineteen Minutes is an emotional and 
touching novel that students should add to 
their summer leisure reading lists.

sarah Dessen is an acclaimed, best-selling 
author for young adults. Unfortunately, 
her most recent literary endeavor, Lock 

and Key, fails to break new ground.
The plot follows 17-year-old Ruby Cooper, 

a girl with a tragic story involving abuse and 
abandonment from her mother. After social 
services discovers that she is a minor living alone 
in terrible conditions, Ruby is forced to live with 
her 20-something sister and her husband. Her 
new living arrangements are drastically different 
from what she is used to. She no longer has to 
worry about money and she is forced to attend a 
new, private school. Throughout the novel, Ruby 
struggles to accept the changes in her life.

The story feels all too similar to Dessen’s 
other novels, for it follows the same basic 
pattern: A teenage girl is faced with some 
tragic circumstances and struggles to overcome 
her problems and “find herself,” being helped 
by some cute boys along the way. If you are 
looking for a simple, easy “chick lit” type of 
book, Lock and Key may satisfy your needs. 
However, if you want your summer reads to 
be more original and intellectually stimulating, 
Dessen’s book may fail to please.

John Green’s novel, Looking For 
Alaska, is as complex as it is thought-
provoking. It follows Miles Halter, 

an awkward 17-year-old, as he embarks on 
his first year of boarding school at Culver 
Creek Academy in search of “the Great 
Perhaps.” Miles encounters an array of 
quirky characters, including a boy who calls 
himself “the Colonel” who immediately 
decides that Miles should have an ironic 
nickname, too: “Pudge.” The most influential 
person he meets is Alaska Young, whose 
offbeat personality is one by which Miles is 
simultaneously bewildered and infatuated.

Miles, Alaska and their friends’ series of wild 
pranks on the school constantly get them into 
trouble with the Dean, whom they refer to as 
“the Eagle.” However, the worst trouble hits 
when they least expect it, sending the entire 
school into the midst of a terrible tragedy.

Green successfully captivates his 
readers with his extensive and complex 
characterization. The story is realistic and is 
relatable to teenagers, touching on topics such 
as drug and alcohol abuse, school dilemmas 
and relationships.

BOOK: Nineteen Minutes
AUTHOR: Jodie picoult
GeNRe: Tragedy
RATING:  (out of 4)

BOOK: Looking For Alaska
AUTHOR: John Green
GeNRe: Realistic fiction
RATING:  (out of 4)

BOOK: Lock and Key
AUTHOR: Sarah Dessen
GeNRe: Realistic fiction
RATING:  (out of 4)
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Other notable novels
• Twilight, by Stephenie Meyer
• The Handmaid’s Tale, by Margaret Atwood
• A Great and Terrible Beauty, by libba bray
• A Thousand Splendid Suns, by khaled Hosseini
• The Perks of Being a Wallflower, by Stephen Chbosky
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VoiCe

Seniors express their opinions of the best and 
worst parts of their final year at UAHS

Best class at UAHS:
Government 44%

Minorities 35%

Best privilege for seniors:
Open study hall 79%

Worst school rule:
LC policies 51%

Best part of senior year:

Graduating 76%

Worst part of senior year:

Capstone/Senior Thesis 49%

College applications 37%

Best weekend activity:

Hanging out with friends 83%

Worst weekend activity:

Studying 75%

Best book read at UAHS:
To Kill a Mocking Bird 54%

Worst book read at UAHS:
Speak 45%

Killer Angels 31%

Favorite teacher:
Mr. Chandler 56%

Best TV show:The Office 49%

Worst TV show:MTV shows 47%American Idol 34%

Best movie of the year:Superbad 54%

Best place for lunch:Chipotle 59%

Worst place for lunch:Cafeteria 73%
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e
legant. Sophisticated. Grown-up. Never again will UAHS 
students hear these words without thinking of Prom 2008.

Highly anticipated, debated and complained about, 
this year’s prom was surrounded by controversy. UAHS 

faculty was concerned about the possible 
precedent set by last year’s prom, while 
students were upset at the thought of once 
again getting turned away from the dance. 
Everyone just wanted a nice prom that 
would not be like last year’s.

When prom coordinators Erin Mayne 
and Stacy Hoover proposed moving the 
location to COSI and making prom a 
dinner-dance, uproar ensued. Skeptical 
of such a change to the usual rhythm 
of prom, many students were primarily upset with the sharp 
increase in ticket price; others found the idea of a group 
dinner—a buffet, nonetheless—to be the ultimate deal-breaker. 

Yet despite the somewhat low expectations by students for 
the evening, Prom 2008 was largely a success. The setting itself 
was beautiful—complete with candles, a gorgeous view of the 
river and a checkered dance floor—the music was good and the 
T-shirts were cute.

The only significant issue with the night was the food. To 
put it bluntly, students did not get their money’s worth. Not 
only was the quality of the food itself subpar, but the selection 
was disappointing considering students were promised a 

buffet—not a two-course meal with just 
one option for vegetarians (veggie lasagna) 
and two for omnivores (meat lasagna and 
plain grilled chicken). 

Food aside, however, prom was every 
bit as good as any other year; the real 
success of the night lies in the fact that the 
event coordinators managed to “save” prom 
without instigating mandatory breathalizers 
or vehicle-searches. Here’s something else 
to think about: while the dinner may not 

have been the best way to take precautions, there were still no 
alcohol-related incidents this year. This is a representation not 
only of prom’s effectiveness but also of the attendees’ integrity 
and responsibility. Now that is classy.

In order to make next year’s prom as good as possible, 
therefore, praise should be given to the coordinators, as well as 
constructive suggestions.

Otherwise, we may be eating cold lasagna again next year. 

Think of the number 700. What 
comes to mind? Those 700 
minutes a month you have 

on your cell phone plan? The 700 
pictures of you tagged on Facebook? 
Could it be the 700 junk e-mails you 
have yet to read? Seven-hundred. 
Maybe the 700 times you wished 
you had studied more. Maybe the 
700 times you kicked yourself for 
not telling someone what he or she 
meant to you. Maybe the 700 times 
you felt out of place. Yet, infinite 

memories, laughs, and priceless 
moments can be encountered in the 700 days of high school.

We all know what a defining time high school is. But what 
if high school becomes a standard for the rest of your life? 
What if you never learn to let it go—who you were, your 
social status, and some of the superficiality? I believe in 
letting go of high school, that high school is not the rest of 
our life, that high school helps shape us, but does not define 
who we are.

High school is full of homework, exams, friends, 
cliques, parties and change. It is a time to study as 
best you can, to begin to find yourself and to try to 
cram as much as possible into one weekend. It is about 
discovery, intelligence, challenges, triumphs, defeats and 
overall understanding—understanding of the curriculum, 

understanding of yourself, and understanding of a fraction 
of the world. 

However, no matter how great high school may be, you 
cannot stay in high school forever. Some people thrive on 
high school, they need the group of friends, the status, and 
the comfort. Some people need the standards of high school 
to define themselves.

But this is not what life is about. After four years, we will 
all move to different parts of the country to pursue education, 
work and our goals. We will face the world, and we will 
become immersed in it. Life after high school creates even 
more change than high school itself, and how you handle 
these changes shows your true character. Some may cling to 
those standards they knew in high school, maybe because it 
is safe, maybe because it is all they know, or maybe because 
they simply do not know how to let go.

Learning to let go is a vital part in your life. Notions of 
misery, grief, and ideas of “what could have been” can 
haunt you if you do not let go of high school. It takes a great 
amount of courage to let go and move on, and it is how we 
learn to let go that we truly find ourselves. Life is too short to 
look back. 

So I believe in living in the present, not staying stuck in the 
past. We have the rest of our lives to reach greatness, fulfill 
our dreams, and make an impact on the world. So, look past 
those 700 days of high school—because those 20,000 or 
30,000 you get will be full of happiness, love, transformations 
and life.

High school inspires change; life creates it

Prom 2008 excels in all ways but one

erry Sullivan, ‘09K

STaff ediTorial

Not only was the quality 
of the food itself subpar, 
but the selection was 
disappointing... Food aside, 
however, prom was every bit 
as good as any other year.

arlingTonian May 30, 2008 31



Colin Jones Associates
Strategic Marketing & Advocacy

2531 Coventry Road
Columbus, OH 43221

Colin L. Jones
Client Advocate
cj@colinjonesassociates.com

(614) 487-0823
www.colinjonesassociates.com

Gabe,
A wise boy once said: 

“In order to get a good idea, 
you need a lot of bad ideas.” 

Open new ‘Dores
 and Get new ideas

at Vanderbilt.
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you were always a 
Domer!

Good luck at Notre 
Dame!

love,
Mom, Dad, Megan, and 
Jack

Katie,




