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Have something to say?
Email us at arlingtonians@yahoo.com

or visit www.arlingtonian.com

Arlingtonian is a student-produced newsmagazine published 
approximately every four weeks by Journalism III-A students at 
Upper Arlington High School. The publication has been established 
as a public forum for student expression and for the discussion of 
issues of concern to its audience. It will not be reviewed or restrained 
by school officials prior to publication or distribution. 

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student expression, the 
editorial board, which consists of the staff ’s top editors, will 
determine the content of the newsmagazine and all unsigned 
editorials; therefore, material may not necessarily reflect the 
opinions or policies of Upper Arlington school officials. 

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, guest columns 
and news releases from faculty, administrators, community 
residents, students and the general public. The Arlingtonian 
editorial board reserves the right to withhold a letter or column 
and return it for more information if it determines the piece 

contains items of unprotected speech as defined by this policy. 
As a public forum, all letters and columns meeting the above 

criteria will be posted in full on the Arlingtonian web site at www.
arlingtonian.com for a minimum of four weeks. Arlingtonian and 
its staff will strive to publish only legally protected speech following 
the legal definitions for libel, obscenity and invasion of privacy.  

The staff will also refrain from printing stories that create a 
material disruption of school activities. Because the Arlingtonian 
staff will determine content of the publication, it will therefore also 
take complete legal and financial responsibility for what is printed.
Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a story solely on the basis 
of possible dissent or controversy. 

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing and 
production costs through advertising sales, subscription sales 
and other fundraisers. The editor or co-editors shall interpret 
and enforce this editorial policy.

For three days out of every year, high 
school journalists get to feel like they 
matter.  Students from around the 
country congregate in a major city 
to attend the annual JEA conference 

and compete in write- offs.  During this time, we 
are able to see where we stand among other 
publications around the country. Although 
Arlingtonian was off the charts in a bad way, it 
was clear that our staff members shined. Junior 
Leah Johnston, seniors Lara Bonner and Kali Grant 
and Norwester editors Meaghan Crowley and 
Bailey McClellan all took home write-off awards.

But let us talk about what we learned. 
We listened to a speech on YouTube versus 
journalism and watched footage of dental 
surgeries sans anesthesia, dying soldiers and  a 
particularly captivating story about dead animals 

in central Ohio drinking water. We experienced our 
first and only journalism rave, met a questionable 
man on the subway and crawled up a giant slinky at 
the City Museum, a place that I am still not convinced 
is real. And of course, we honed our journalistic skills 
and picked up some nifty layout tips that you can 
look forward to in future issues. Most importantly,  
we were able to learn about what kinds of stories are 
appealing to the student body, and came across a 
topic that we feel hits close to home. 

This issue, we chose to focus on the drinking age, 
particularly the discussion that has recently opened 
up through the Amethyst Initiative. According to 
the website, “The Initiative supports informed and 
unimpeded debate on the 21 year-old drinking 
age.”  Started in July 2008, the Initiative consists of 
signatures from chanchellors and presidents of 
universities, including OSU president E. Gordon Gee. 

If the drinking age were to be lowered, high 
school students would undoubtedly be affected. 
Although illicit drinking is sadly a large part of our 
school’s culture, it is difficult to tell which way the 
numbers would go if drinking were made legal 
for high school seniors. Some say the increased 
availability would only encourage more students 
to drink, while others feel that the decriminalization 
of alcohol would take away from its mystique and 
thus, its appeal.  Although the drinking age is unlikely 
to change anytime soon, Arlingtonian would like to 
encourage open discussion on the matter. In the 
meatime, as I learned at the journalism dance, don’t 
drink and dance.  Just don’t.
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it] has never been used before,” Grindle-deGraaf said.  “It is unique, 
and hopefully [it] will have a good turnout.”

Choosing a fantasy theme allows student council to be more 
innovative with decorations, which includes castle-like entry ways, 
standing knights and colorful balloons, Grindle-deGraaf said.

Aside from decorations and party favors, 2009’s winter 
dance will be fairly similar to last year’s dance, including the DJ, 
Grindle-deGraaf said.

In light of the cold weather December brings, attire for the 
dance should accommodate the lower temperature.  Winter 
formal dresses and suits often differ from attire worn at 

warmer dances.
Junior Erin Williams agreed that winter formal 

dresses tend to be different than homecoming and prom.
“Winter dresses are similar to homecoming dresses 

when it comes to how formal they are,” Williams said.  
“Their designs are usually a bit different just because it’s a 
different season and they might be [in darker colors] and 
heavier fabrics.”  

Williams advised ways to incorporate the theme, such 
as adding noticeably bright hairpins or jewelry.

“Adding seasonal jewelry or sparkly hairpins will add to that 
Cinderella feeling,” she said.

With a combination of a decorative atmosphere and seasonal 
attire, Grindle-deGraaf said he hopes this year’s dance will be 
more appealing than previous years. 

“Hopefully this year everyone can experience their own 
Cinderella story,” he said.         

UAHS winter formal dance features 
fairy-tale theme

A “knight” to remember

By KRISTY HELSCEL

miniature Cinderellas dressed in sparkling dresses and shoes 
are escorted by their very own Prince Charming to the 
nighttime ball—UAHS’s annual Winter Formal.  Although 

no horse-drawn carriage will be involved, the 2008 
dance will feature a fairy-tale theme.

The winter dance will be held Saturday, Dec. 13 
from 8-11 p.m. in UAHS’s main lobby.  Tickets will 
cost $10 per person and can be purchased outside 
the attendance office the week prior to the dance.  
Tickets will be printed on parchment-esque paper, 
rolled into scrolls. 

Sophomore student council members decided on the 
theme for this year’s dance, according to class president 
Ben Grindle-deGraaf.

“[We] chose to base this year’s theme around a ‘knight in shining 
armor’ idea,”  he said.

This “Knighttime” ambiance accompanied by the magical fairy-
tale illusion will create both a romantic and elegant environment.

“[The theme] allows for an elegant setting and [as far as we know 

WHAT:  winter 
formal dance
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COST:  $10 per 

student
WHERE: the 

uAhs lobby
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news

want people to pay attention in class…but sometimes it’s hard to do that.” 
As Beck and O’Connor have both been able to use their cell phones in class without being caught, they don’t care much about school policy. In fact, 

O’Connor is unsure of what the school policy actually is.
 “Electronic devices, including…cellular/portable telephones, except when…its possession/use is expressly permitted in advance…are not to be used in 

classrooms,” according to the Student’s Rights and Responsibilities Handbook.
Freshman nicole Delany, who owns a cell phone but doesn’t use it in school, thinks that the school policy should be applied and better enforced. 
“I don’t really care what you want to do with your cell phone in time between classes, but once that bells rings, it should be put away, turned off, and in your 

bag…[Otherwise] it’s disruptive and very disrespectful to the teacher,” said Delany. 
math teacher James Kenny has a stricter view on cell phones. Kenny actually supports a policy that would completely prohibit cell phone use, even in hallways. 
“If you can’t go through the school day without using your cell phone, then you might have a problem,” he said. “now I can see you using your cell phone 

when you go out to lunch, or in emergency cases…and other special cases…But I don’t see any reason why you have to have your cell phone in school.” 
Such a viewpoint is common among most adults. This may lead to more generational differences between teenagers and adults in regards to cell phones. 

In a may 2008 study by the massachusetts Institute of Technology, teens use their cell phones often because it allows them to share information on the spot, 
communicate, access the internet, etc. 

The study also stated that many adults either don’t know how to or don’t feel it necessary to use these features. Therefore, most adults do not understand why 
teens spend so much time on their cell phones at home and during school.

This disconnect between adults and teenagers has caused some conflict among these two groups. O’Connor’s constant cell phone use created some problems 
with her parents. 

“my parents get really annoyed because I text all the time…like during dinner,” she said. “They don’t understand that texting is the way I talk to my friends 
and a form of entertainment at the same time.” 

 Although both O’Connor and Beck said some teachers, and adults in general, could be more lax when it comes to cell phones, they both agree that they 
are far too attached to their phones. Beck even admitted that he has an “addiction” to his phone, as he uses his cell phone “literally, all the time.” O’Connor also 
stated that there’s no denying that she’s in love with her cell phone. 

 “I use my phone way too much, even in school and someti – hold on a second”. O’ Connor’s phone, which she has been fidgeting with throughout the 
entire interview, begins to vibrate in her hand. Glancing at the screen, she frowns, flashes an apologetic grin, and, like a true cell phone addict, says, “I just got a 
call – do you mind?”
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Computer Crisis
By COREY MCMAHON

At the beginning of the school year, 
students who had enrolled in the 
UA Community High School 

were loaned laptops in the one-to-one 
computer program that began in 2007.  
For these students, the availability of 
technology is no longer a problem. 
However, many others at UAHS still 
must deal with a shortage in technology.

According to language arts teacher 
Julie Otten, teachers at UAHS often face 
problems when they attempt to book 
computer labs for their classes.

“There’s definitely stiff competition for 
the [computer] labs,” Otten said.

This competition often requires Otten 
to book computer labs a month or more 
in advance.  Earlier this year, she said she 
booked a lab far in advance for a timed 
writing, but school cancellations due 
to Hurricane Ike knocked her plans off 
schedule and she had to restructure them.

“It’s a classic example of technology 
limiting the options that classes have for 
papers and projects,” Otten said.

This dilemma is commonplace for 
teachers, Otten said. She said these 
limitations have dissuaded her from 
making technology a priority in her class.

“I’m less likely to design a lesson with 
a heavy technology component out of 
concern that I won’t have the means to do 
it in a thoughtful way,” she said. “I wish I 
could use more integration of technology, 
but there are limits.”

However, not all teachers and students 
feel a technology crunch.  The UACHS 
received a state grant last year and used 
the money to purchase laptops, which 
they loan out to their students to use 
during the school year. 

According to UACHS teacher 
Scott yant, the one-to-one technology 
program is designed to incorporate more 
technology into the education process, 
which is one of the main goals of the 
community school.

“It’s the language of youth. [A laptop] 

is as much a tool for this generation as a 
pencil was before,” yant said.

According to a study of the one-to-
one computer program at a school in the 
Henrico County Public Schools System 
in Virginia, using laptops positively 
influenced the academic performance and 
attitude of many students and faculty.

In addition, the laptops have been 
enormously successful in helping UACHS 
students to learn and put quality research 
projects together effectively, yant said.

“It’s really helped in three areas: 
research, communication and 
presentation,” he said. “Students look 
at resources freely, talk to each other 
about projects and put together projects 
in an instant.”

yant said it also helps students with 
different learning styles to take an active 
role in the classroom.

“Students who are auditory or visual 
learners can use the laptops in a way that 
suits them.  They can make the computers 
adapt to their needs,” he said. 

The immediate and noteworthy 
success of the one-to-one technology 
program has spurred some, such as 
yant, to question the technology 
program at UAHS and wonder whether 
a similar system should be implemented 
for all students.

“I definitely think we should strive to 
get to a one-to-one computer program,” 
yant said. “The only question is the cost. 

But, with technology becoming more 
and more affordable, we may be close to a 
time where laptops are like backpacks.”

According to a flyer put out Oct. 2, 
entitled “Upper Arlington High School 
Technology Vision,” acquiring laptops for 
every student would cost between $1.7 
and $4.2 million.

However, yant said the program is 
well worth the cost, and the community 
school’s use of the one-to-one program 
should quell some of the doubts teachers 
had before.

“Some administrators and teachers 
would ask, ‘Well, how can we be sure 
that students won’t abuse the privilege?’” 
yant said. “But what we’ve seen is that 
students feel empowered to have the 
laptops and they don’t abuse it; they 
respect it.”

Whether or not having a laptop to use 
is a future possibility for every student 
at UAHS, it would revolutionize the 
classroom and improve the academic 
process, yant said.

“When the technology works, it’s 
invisible,” he said. “you can’t even tell 
that it’s there, and everything just works 
so efficiently.”    

There are over 150 computers in the UAHS Learning 
Center and even more in classrooms.  Some, like 
language arts teacher Julie Otten, still have trouble 
accessing computers.

Community school’s one-laptop per-student 
program raises questions about technology at UAHS

It’s the language of youth.  
[A laptop] is as much a tool 
for this generation as a 
pencil was before.
UACHS teACHer SCott yAnt

Photo By SUSAN DAPPEN
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(when in doubt, give money)

Best Gift* 

1. money

2. electronics

3. love

4. gift card

5. new puppy

Worst Gift

1. socks

2. clothing

3. nothing

4. food

5. gift card
Best Holiday Movie
1. A Christmas Story
2. Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer3. National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation4. The Santa Clause
5. The Nightmare Before Christmas

Best Way to Spread Holiday Cheer1. Caroling
2. Holiday parties
3. Snowballs
4. Hugs
5. Decorations

*All rankings based on results compiled from a voluntary nov. 3 homeroom survey of 66 uAhs students

Dashing through the snow

Are you in need of a thrill this 

winter but want to avoid leav-

ing the state? Be sure to visit ski spot 

mad river mountain, located just off 

u.s. rt. 33, about 45 minutes away.  

day tickets cost $42, and night tickets 

cost $35.  If you are up for midnight 

madness, which lasts from 10:30 p.m. 

to 3 a.m., lift tickets cost $30.

Winter Treats

Light up the night

Back and brighter than ever before, wildlights, 

presented by the columbus Zoo, will be sure to 

warm up a frosty night this winter. with help from 

AeP, the Zoo transformed half of its three million 

lights into more eco-friendly bulbs this year. visit the 

Zoo from nov. 21 to Jan. 3 to experience this 

timeless winter tradition. wildlights is open sunday 

through thursday from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. and friday 

and saturday from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.

when the weather outside is frightful, stay inside and make this delicious 

winter treat.

White Chocolate-Covered M
ix

Ingredients:

3 1/2 cups of cheerios toasted oat cereal

3 cups of rice chex

3 cups of corn chex

16 ounces m&ms plain chocolate candies

2 1/2 cups of salted peanuts (optional)

2 cups small pretzels

2 (11 ounce) packages of white chocolate chips

directions:

Place the cereals, m&ms, nuts and pretzels in a large bowl. melt the 

white chocolate in the microwave or in a double boiler. melt slowly, 

stirring occasionally, and be careful not to burn. Pour the melted 

chocolate over the rest of the ingredients and stir until all chunks are 

covered. spread the mix on wax paper and let cool until it becomes 

hard, then break into pieces and enjoy!
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Best Holiday Movie
1. A Christmas Story
2. Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer3. National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation4. The Santa Clause
5. The Nightmare Before Christmas

Best Way to Spread Holiday Cheer1. Caroling
2. Holiday parties
3. Snowballs
4. Hugs
5. Decorations

*All rankings based on results compiled from a voluntary nov. 3 homeroom survey of 66 uAhs students

Activities, recipes are sure to spice up a winter day

By KALI GRANT

And KERRY SULLIVAN

convinced there is nothing to do when it is cold? think again! this winter-time guide will 

make even the most dreary days a winter wonderland. read on, and have a holly jolly time!

Winter Treats
Best Holiday Refreshment

1. hot chocolate

2. eggnog

3. hot apple cider

4. candy canes

5. cookies

Best Place to S
pend the Holidays

1. home

2. Beach

3. mountains 

4. Away from home

5. grandma’s
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By LEAH JOHNSTON

AP/IB reprieve pass causes 
controversy among students, 
teachers, administrators

The golden Ticket

grAPhIc By ALDO CORONA

The presence of a small, yellow pass has had a significant impact 
on AP/IB classes this school year. The new AP/IB one-day 
reprieve pass allows students taking higher level classes to 
delay a deadline for any test, homework assignment or project, 

excluding group projects or presentations for semester exams. The 
pass may be used up to twice a semester for each AP/IB class and 
serves to prevent students from feeling overwhelmed by the level 
of work demanded by the classes. The opinions about the AP/IB 
reprieve pass are varied, leaving students, teachers and administrators 
divided on their purpose and use.

While the reprieve pass is in its first year of use, the idea for a 
pass had been brewing for a while, according to AP/IB Coordinator 
Cynthia Ballheim.

“A committee of teachers, students and parents [named] the AP/
IB self-study has met for the past two years,” Ballheim said. “We 
kept hearing over and over again from the students that they had 
too much homework and weren’t able to get it all done. As a school, 
we wanted to help our students.”

According to Ballheim,  in addition to the passes, the committee 
also came up with the idea for the new homework policy which 
limits the amount of homework in any 
AP/IB class to three hours a week. These 
additions to the AP/IB program will 
encourage students to take higher-level 
classes to prepare them for college work.

Principal Kip Greenhill reinforced the 
idea of the reprieve passes as a way to aid 
students in their heavy coursework.

“The reprieve passes are not meant as a treat,” Greenhill said. 
“They are there to support students to be successful in their classes.”  

The reprieve passes have caused many differing opinions 
stemming from several problems that the passes present. The idea 
of a reprieve pass in a higher-level class can seem contradictory to 
some. By nature, a college prep course is designed to help students 
transition into university education. Rigorous coursework and 
challenging material are core pieces of the AP/IB program. 

Junior IB diploma candidate Jordyn newcome said the reprieve 
passes help students manage coursework.

“The passes help students who are stretching themselves 
[academically] by giving them a safety net to fall back on,” 
newcome said.

The idea of a safety net is controversial, because while most 
acknowledge a safety net may benefit an overwhelmed student, 
AP language arts teacher matt Toohey said it may have 
harmful consequences.

“The passes potentially send an unrealistic message about the real 

world,” Toohey said. “you can’t use a pass to pay your taxes on April 
15or your mortgage.”

Students must also learn to meet deadlines and manage their 
time in preparation for college, AP language arts teacher Alison 
mcPherson said. 

“Students should keep in mind that colleges don’t use reprieve 
passes,” mcPherson said.

However, Greenhill said the reprieve pass is similar to reality. 
“In the real world, I think most people are understanding and 

flexible with a deadline,” Greenhill said. “All of us get overwhelmed 
at times.”

Ballheim also argues that the reprieve passes are more realistic 
than one would think.

“People get extensions in real life and in college. This is high 
school, where students are still kids,” Ballheim said.

Another concern about the reprieve pass is the idea of moving 
a deadline. Teachers assign specific dates to students for projects or 
papers and points are usually deducted for turning in assignments 
late. The reprieve pass allows students a one-day extension, which 
can potentially cause problems for grading assignments. 

 “[The pass] does create bookkeeping 
problems,” mcPherson said. “But it’s not a 
major issue.”

However, AP teacher Christine Hayes 
said the reprieve passes have caused 
scheduling conflicts.

“I make back-up lessons now in case 
students use their reprieve passes,” Hayes said. 

“[The reprieve passes] mess up the chronological order of class.”
Delaying a test for a day can create obstacles for teachers and 

students alike. According to Toohey, teachers will have to re-write 
tests to keep students from cheating. While grading may be affected 
by student’s use of passes, some fear that students may become too 
reliant on the passes. However, the likelihood of this is small because 
students are allowed only two passes per semester.

Sophomore Kevin Jenq, who takes two AP classes, said the 
students will be unable to depend on the reprieve pass due to the 
twice maximum use per quarter rule. 

“most students are only using one of their passes per quarter. So 
you can’t rely on [the reprieve pass] too much,” he said.

While there is dispute over the need for the reprieve passes, 
teachers and administrators hope that students will use the 
passes wisely.

“Some students may use these passes to procrastinate,” 
mcPherson said. “But I think the majority will use [the reprieve 
passes] responsibly.”     

The reprieve passes are not meant as a 
treat. They are there to support students 
to be successful in their classes.

prinCipAl kip greenHill
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The handcuffs lock, the door slams shut and the siren begins to blare as the police car heads downtown, the backseat 
packed with a group of UAHS seniors. The students were caught with alcohol and await punishment for drinking while 
underage. Their futures lay in uncertainty because of their silly decision to drink illegally. However, what if their choice to 
consume alcohol was not illegal? What if instead of purchasing fake ID’s to buy their alcohol, the students were able to 
buy it legally?

With new discussions of a lower drinking age, the answer to these questions could be reversed, and students would 
no longer have to worry about the legal consequences associated with their decision to consume alcohol. However, a 
lower drinking age could also have unintended repercussions for high school students. 

discussion of lowering the drinking age 
may have ramifications for uAhs students

By JESSICA BANCHEfSKY And JAMIE ARKIN
desIgned By KERRY SULLIVAN 

Photo IllustrAtIon By SUSAN DAPPEN

A time for
CHANGE?
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How would a lower drinking age 
affect the high school?

JUNIOR 
mCKeNZIe LOAR

“On one hand 
people might 
go crazy. On 
the other hand, 
it might take 
some of the 
mystery out of it 
so they wouldn’t 
abuse it.” 

JUNIOR 
mATT KAPUsTA

“I don’t think 
it would affect 
the high school 
too much 
because the 
same people 
would still drink 
even if they’re 
16, 17 or 18.” 

sOPhOmORe
sYdNeY gOOd

“I don’t think it 
would change 
it at all. People 
who want to 
drink, drink--
people who 
don’t, don’t.” 

seNIOR 
JessIe POLLITT

“I don’t think 
there would be 
much change 
at the high 
school.  Kids are 
still going to 
drink whether 
or not the legal 
age is lowered.”

“It would 
make more 
people drink 
and could 
lead to more 
accidents 
caused by 
drunk drivers.”

FReshmAN
mATThew mIeLY

Although 21 has been the legal 
drinking age in the United States for 24 
years, the discussion over whether or not 
the current age is effective has recently 
been reopened.  Many groups, such as 
the Amethyst Initiative, a group started 
by college presidents, and Choose 
Responsibility, support rethinking the 
current drinking age.  The Amethyst 
Initiative states that being unable to 
drink legally leads to dangerous binge 
drinking which is proof that the legal 
age of 21 is not working.  However, the 
mission of Choose Responsibility  is to 
promote public 
awareness on 
the dangers of 
alcohol abuse.

Both groups 
agree that the 
cultural role of 
alcohol  does not 
support a drinking 
age of 21.    

Dr. E. Gordon 
Gee, president 
of The Ohio State University and signed 
member of the Initiative said the facts 
on alcohol abuse are clear.

“Binge drinking can devastate lives,” 
he said. “It damages brain [function], 
impairs social relationships, and 
endangers students in several other 
substantial ways. I feel a real sense of 
urgency in having a national debate 
that—for the sake of discussion—puts 
all the options on the table.”

However, Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving strongly opposes a lower 
drinking age.  Executive Director Doug 
Scoles said MADD has taken a firm 
stance against the Initiative because 
they do not see a lower drinking age as 
a valid solution.

“There is not proof that increasing 
the availability of alcohol will help the 
binge drinking problem—we think it 
may in fact make it worse,” he said.  

Senior Mike Heyl agreed the drinking 
age should not be changed.

“I don’t think [the drinking age] 
should be lowered because it is an 
excuse for people to start drinking at 
a younger age,” he said. “By the time 

people turn 21 they have probably 
matured a little more and can handle 
the effects of alcohol more responsibly.” 

However, the Initiative cited many 
arguments supporting its position.  

“Adults under 21 are deemed capable 
of voting, signing contracts, serving on 
juries and enlisting in the military, but 
are told they are not mature enough to 
have a beer,” the website states.  

Junior Sara* agreed with the 
website’s  arguments.

“I feel [the drinking age] should be 
lowered to 18 because if you are old 
enough to fight for your country you 
should be able to drink,” she said.

Scoles said he does not agree 
with the argument 
that military 
service should 
equate to alcohol 
consumption.

“To me, there is 
not a direct or logical 
correlation between 
the two,” he said. 

Sara said she 
thinks a lower 
drinking age could 

solve current problems.
“You know kids are going to drink, 

and keeping it away from them for such 
a long time will make them want to 
break the rules,” she said. 

Erin Mayne, the adviser of Team 
Delta Max, said she understands that 
some are in support of reopening the 
discussion on the legal drinking age, 
especially at the college level.  However, 
she also said that teens’ decisions to 
drink should not result in a change in 
the law.

 “The age of 21 was chosen for a 
reason,” she said. “It concerns me that 
we are considering [lowering the age] 
with no regard to what science is telling 
us.  Just because [the legal drinking 
age] is hard to enforce doesn’t mean we 
shouldn’t try hard to do so.”

Gee said that the purpose behind 
the  Amethyst initiative is to open 
discussion over the problems with the 
drinking age.

“By signing on to the Amethyst 
Initiative, I do not support a change 
to the legal drinking age,” he said. 
“What I support is a thorough public 

Binge drinking can devastate 
lives. It damages brain [function], 
impairs social relationships, and 
endangers students in several other 
substantial ways.

tHe oHio StAte UniverSity 
preSiDent e. gorDon gee

Is 21 working?

* denotes student who requested AnonymIty
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discussion of the problem and 
potential solutions.”

As a possible solution, Choose 
Responsibility promotes the idea 
of an alcohol education curriculum 
providing unbiased and accurate 
information  for those who drink 
and those who choose to abstain, 
according to the 
official website.

The minimum 
legal drinking age 
has been 21 since 
1984.  According 
to a study by the 
Center for Disease 
Control in 2003, 
a 21 minimum 
drinking age 
decreases car 
accident fatalities by 16 percent. For 
similar reasons, MADD believes the 
drinking age should remain the same 
from a traffic and safety standpoint.  

“[MADD] is afraid [lowering the 
drinking age] will show an increased 
number of fatalities from impaired 
driving in the 18- to 20-year-old age 

group,” Scoles said.    
He added that science seems to 

support the current legal drinking age 
as well.  According to studies MADD 
conducted, the pre-frontal cortex, 
the part of the brain that controls 
reasoning and cognitive ability, takes 
the longest to mature.  The studies 

also said drinking 
before the brain is 
finished developing 
affects memory and 
damages the pre-
frontal cortex regions.

“The brain is still 
developing into the 
early 20s, and alcohol 
use impedes important 
progress, possibly 
irreparably,” the MADD 

website said.
Fairfield Medical Center Neurologist 

Elizabeth Walz said there are secondary 
effects as well.

“What they have seen in young 
adults [people in their 20s] is that there 
is a higher rate of trauma, such as 
automobile accidents,” she said. 

However, Sara* said the legal 
drinking age does not usually impact 
her decision to drink.

“It makes me more cautious, but it 
has never stopped me,” she said.

If the drinking age were lowered to 
18, UAHS students could be impacted. 
Many seniors would be able to consume 
alcohol legally and the high school 
would have to adapt to this change. 
However, principal Kip Greenhill said a 
lower drinking age would not result in 
changes at the high school.

“[UAHS] would still have a non-
drinking policy,” he said. “Nothing good 
comes from people being able to come 
to school functions after drinking.”

Despite Greenhill’s assertions that 
the high school would remain anti-
alcohol, students 18 or older would 
have legal access to alcohol outside 
of school.  Greenhill said he thinks this 
could cause the school’s policy to be 

grAPhIc By BRANDON SEGA

[UAhs] would still have a non-
drinking policy. Nothing good 
comes from people being able 
to come to school functions 
after drinking.

UAHS prinCipAl
kip greenHill
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Amendment: 
national 

Prohibition

1984
national minimum 
drinking Age Act: 

establishes fine for states 
with legal drinking age 

other than 21

2008
John mccurden, 

President of 
middlebury college, 
introduces Amethyst 

Initiative

1982
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ohio changes its 
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Changes
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confusing to students.
“If drinking were legal, we would still 

have a no drinking policy, but a mixed 
message might be sent [to students],” 
he said.  

Senior Olivia Koeppel, who said 
she chooses not to consume alcohol, 
agreed that a lower age would bring 
drinking out in the open.

“Drinking would be more of a casual 
thing,” she said. “Instead of it being cool 
to have parties at 
your house when 
your parents are 
out of town, people 
could go out and 
get a casual drink, 
[and] it wouldn’t be 
as big of a deal.”

Mayne, however, 
said she believes 
the current culture of drinking calls for 
caution concerning the drinking age.

“It is a dangerous road to travel 
down in this day and age where 
drinking is not just about alcohol, but 
it’s about getting drunk and binge 
drinking,” she said. 

A lower drinking age could also 
impact the large number of students 
who participate in athletics.  However, 
Athletic Director Chris Potts said the 
zero tolerance policy of the athletic 
code would stand regardless of the 
legal drinking age.  

“There is nothing in the [athletic] 
code about age because drinking is 
against the law,” Potts said. “We would 
have to put something in that says 
while the law may permit 18-year-olds 
to drink, our hope is that they abide by 
what they’re signing.”

In addition, Potts said he believes the 
school has the authority to maintain a 
policy against alcohol no matter what 
the legal drinking age is.

“Athletics is a 
privilege, not a 
right,” he said. “We 
could still hold 
athletes to a higher 
standard and ask 
them to participate 
in the code.”

Along with 
athletics, Potts said 

he believes a lower drinking age would 
be a negative change overall. 

“Alcohol would be more accessible 
to seniors, and would therefore be more 
accessible to younger students as well,” 
he said. “There would be a negative 
impact on our school’s culture because 
alcohol would be more easily attainable.” 

Heyl said the availability of alcohol 
does not affect him because he does 
not require the influence of alcohol to 
enjoy his time in high school.

“I like to go to parties and 
remember the fun I had,” he said. 

“I believe I can have fun at parties 
without the use of alcohol.”

Additionally, Heyl and Koeppel 
agreed their parents would trust them 
to make responsible decisions if the 
drinking age were lowered.  

“If the age was lowered, they would 
trust me to be responsible and not go 
overboard,” Koeppel said.  

However, Greenhill said he does not 
think some parents realize how big of 
an issue drinking is.

“They think there’s a problem—but 
not with [their] child,” he said.  

Mayne said she thinks there would 
be a mixed reaction from parents if the 
drinking age was lowered. She also said 
that adults have the responsibility to 
protect kids.

“I think adults have to be most 
concerned about what is in the best 
interest of kids and worry less about the 
status quo, or drinking being a rite of 
passage,” she said. “Instead they should 
worry about making the best decision 
on behalf of kids.”

Gee agreed that protecting young 
people is the primary purpose of the 
drinking age.

“If we are going to protect our 
young people and deal with the all-
too-real problems of binge drinking 
and alcohol use, we need to have an 
honest, transparent debate on the 
issues,” he said.    

Athletics is a privilege, not a right. we 
could still hold athletes to a higher 
standard and ask them to participate 
in the code.

AtHletiC DireCtor CHriS pottS

many students believe the illegality of alcohol adds to its glamour and thus increases its appeal. several of these students said they agree that a lower drinking 
age would make alcohol less desirable.

Photo IllustrAtIon By SUSAN DAPPEN
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Teleperformance is hiring 
Premium Tech Support 
agents 18 years or older 
with at least 18 hours 
of IT-specific course 
work. You can earn
$11.75 to $13.25
an hour!

Think you know everything 
about computers? ...We 

challenge you to teach us a 
thing or two!

Apply online @
Teleperformance.com/careers

Apply in person Monday through Friday, 8am to 7pm

4339 Equity Drive, Cols
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As her classmates begin to worry about the SAT, the ACT 
and college tours, junior Shannon Flower can sit back 
and breathe a sigh of relief. 
Flower committed to Indiana 

University-Bloomington this fall to 
play soccer in two years. According to 
Flower, early commitment is necessary 
due to the competition of scholarships. 

“If you want to go to a big school 
and get money, you have to act fast 
because most of the scholarships will 
be gone by winter,” Flower said. 

In addition to IU, Flower also 
looked at Purdue University, The 
University of Wisconsin, South 
Carolina University, Wake Forest 
University, and The Ohio State 
University. She said she chose Indiana 
because of the overall feel of the campus.

“It just felt right. I loved the coaches and they had really 
good facilities,” Flower said.

Although Flower cannot officially sign to the school until her 

senior year, she said they cannot revoke her admission or scholarship.
Because Flower has made her college decision so early, she said 

it has made her junior year much 
less pressured than it is for her peers.

“It’s a lot less stressful,” Flower 
said.  “I’m taking IB classes this 
year, so it is nice that I don’t have to 
worry about looking for colleges.”

Flower currently plays for Ohio 
Elite Soccer Academy, a club soccer 
program in Cincinnati. She originally 
played for the UAHS team, but 
decided to switch at the end of her 
sophomore year due to time conflicts.

“I knew I needed to devote my 
time to college searching, which 

meant I was going to miss a lot of high 
school games,” Flower said. 

According to Ohio Elite coach Doug Bracken, Flower has been 
a welcome addition to the team.

“Shannon is a very dedicated player,” Bracken said.  “I’m sure 
she will go far at Indiana.”        

Junior commits to college soccer
By RATHI RAMASAMY

Junior Shannon Flower intercepts a goal during practice with Ohio 
Elite Soccer Academy. Flower has been playing at the Academy 
since September 2008.

Photo courtesy SHANNON fLOWER
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Freshman wrestles stereotypes 
By LINDSAY GARDNER

on the mat, two people struggle for domination. Fighting 
for superiority, they maneuver to gain control. While this 
is an expected scene in the wrestling room, something 
is different. One of the wrestlers is freshman Hannah 

Schreiber, the only girl on the high school wrestling team. 
Because there is no girls wrestling team on which Schreiber can 

compete, she chose to join the boys team this year. Schreiber began 
wrestling with the Hastings middle School 
team. She said she enjoys the competitive 
nature of the sport. 

“It’s very demanding both physically and 
mentally,” Schreiber said. “I [like] to prove to 
myself that I can do it.”

Schreiber said she began wrestling 
in an effort to stay involved in athletics 
during the winter. 

“I had just stopped playing basketball, so I 
needed a sport to play,” Schreiber said. “I wanted one that was more 
individual so when I heard the announcement about the wrestling 
meeting, I decided to go and sign up. It was completely on a whim.”

People have had varying reactions to her involvement in the 
sport, Schreiber said. 

“It’s interesting. I get different reactions each time someone 
finds out I wrestle,” Schreiber said. “If someone in UA finds 
out, usually they are very surprised, but in some other places the 
reaction is more laid back.”

As there are few girls’ teams in the area, Schrieber competes 
against boys when a school lacks female participants. She has 
competed at various tournaments throughout the state and has 

excelled in competition. 
“[last year] I won fourth place in the Brandon Kent 

memorial Tournament, and my team won first in the David 
Invitational,” Schreiber said. 

Schreiber also won her weight class at the United States 
Girl’s Wrestling Association’s Ohio tournament last year. 

Schreiber said she attended programs at OSU to learn more 
about wrestling and has trained with the 
UAHS wrestling team throughout the pre-
season to prepare for competitions this year. 

Coach Grant mcCormick said he feels 
Schreiber will be a valuable addition to 
the wrestling team this year.  Though the 
team is not used to having female team 
members, mcCormick said he thinks 
the team have adapted well to having 
Schreiber on the team. 

Schreiber said that although she enjoys wrestling, it is 
sometimes difficult to compete against boys who are stronger. 

“It has definitely been challenging. Guys are naturally stronger 
than girls, so I have to work my butt off to make sure I stay very well-
conditioned,” Schreiber said. “most of the time I have to beat [my 
competitors] by outlasting them instead of ‘out-muscling’ them.”

Schreiber plans to compete in both the girls’ and boys’ 
seasons this year and has ambitious individual goals.

“I hope to have a winning record, and hopefully be a starter 
for at least part of the [boys’] season,” Schreiber said. “During 
the girls’ season, I hope to go undefeated and win the state 
woman’s championship.”

Freshman Hannah Schreiber wrestles a teammate during team practice. Schreiber, the only girl on the wrestling team, plans to compete in both the girls and boys 
wrestling seasons this year.

Photo By GUNNAR  SAMUELSON

[wrestling] is very demanding both 
physically and menally. I [like] to 
prove to myself that I can do it.

FreSHmAn  
HAnnAH SCHrieBer
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UAHS fans were leading their 
own cheers as the game reached 
its final minutes. The band was 
playing with a crazed enthusiasm, 

hyping up the players with help from the 
chilled air and shrieking whistles. 

The Bears were clinging to their lead, 
trying to run out the clock, when senior 
Blake Annen broke three tackles to 
score the last touchdown of the game. 
The clock ran out, and the senior band 
members snatched the UAHS flag 
and sprinted the length of the home 
bleachers. The Bears had just beat the 
number two team in the league in what 
is now known as one of the proudest 
moments of the season.

This moment of victory was one of 
many for the football team, which won 
the OCC championship and lost only 
to Pickerington Central twice—once at 
the beginning of the season and once 
during the playoffs. Reflecting on the 
season, sophomore Andrew mariotti said 
statistics showed the team’s improvement.

“We started off the preseason pretty 
badly [and became] a Division II team 
ending up as ninth in the state with a 9-1 
record,” mariotti said.

Before the 9-1 record was reached, 
there were many obstacles: the young 
team endured many injuries and faced a 
tough schedule, which included playing 
the projected winner of the OCC 
championship. Junior Daniel Botomogno 
said these factors initially made the 
season look bleak.

“The first game we [started off 
the season] with a loss, and that was 

really hard along with all the other 
injuries,” Botomogno said. “A lot of 
[underclassmen] were inexperienced and 
our first game was a big time game.”

Injuries among players were a recurring 
obstacle for the Bears throughout the 
season. During the first game, starting 
quarterback junior Kyle Cassady was 
pulled out of the game, and in the first few 
minutes of the last game, full back senior 
Tommy Farwick was injured. Botomogno 
said although the defense was solid for 
most of the year, the offense struggled with 
such losses of key offensive players. 

Farwick agreed and said this forced 
players to learn new positions, which 
was one reason for the offense’s initial 
struggle. This created an initially unstable 
offense, which indirectly strengthened the 
defense, Botomogno said.

“I would definitely say the offense had 
trouble getting going, which would cause 
the defense to step up and make up for the 
offense,” Botomogno said. “[But] when we 
needed them, they would get it done.”

Strength and conditioning coach 
Bryan Coleman said the Bears dealt with 
the issue of injuries gracefully.

“I was the most proud of the way 
the young men came together in the 
final Pickerington Central came after 
our captain and leader Tommy Farwick 
went down with an injury early on in the 
game,” Coleman said. “[The Bears] didn’t 
hang their heads for one second and used 
a bad situation to help motivate us to get 
the job done. We still lost the game, but 
the effort was amazing.” 

Botomogno added that a major area 
that improved over the season for the 
Bears was their chemistry.

“The first game we didn’t really play 
like a team and we kind of fell apart, but 
during the year, and toward the end, it was 
really clear that we’d managed to come out 
with [some] wins,” Botomogno said.

mariotti said chemistry developed to 
become one of the strengths of the team.

“There was really good chemistry and 
coach [mike] Golden did a good job 
of encouraging and rallying the team,” 
mariotti said.

Reflecting on the playoff game against 
Pickerington Central, mariotti cited two 
areas that were lacking for the Bears.

“We just needed to capitalize on their 
mistakes, and cut down on our own,” he said.

Coleman said although the Bears 
faced obstacles and had a rough start, the 
season was still something of which they 
can be proud.

“We lost many key players to [injuries] 
before we even played our first game,” 
Coleman said. “However, this only made 
us tougher. We learned to come together 
in times of adversity and raise our intensity 
when teammates went down.”    

By SARAH WATSON

A season in review
Football team looks back  
on a season of obstacles 
overcome, challenges met

Photos courtesy LISA DRAKE

[The Bears] didn’t hang their heads for one 
second and used a bad situation to help 
motivate us to get the job done. we still 
lost the game, but the effort was amazing.

StrengtH AnD ConDitioning  
CoACH BryAn ColemAn
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considered a type of hazing by some. 
notwell said he remembers participating in this same event 

his freshman year, with no negative repercussions or long 
lasting humiliation. 

“I thought the tradition was hilarious. As with many new 
things, I was apprehensive at first, but got used to it pretty 
quickly,” notwell said. “It was a reason to wear something really 
goofy-looking to school, and it attracted attention for my sport, 
which is a sport that not many people hear about.”

notwell said he and the rest of the upperclassmen did not see 
this as a form of punishment or humiliation, but simply as a ritual 
passed down as part of the legacy of belonging to the team and 

the upcoming significant tournament. 
“This year, like every year, most of the freshmen said 

no at first, but after the captains explained that it was a 
tradition, more and more people agreed to do it,” notwell 
said. “Also, once a few guys said they would, the rest were 

more willing to participate. Several of the underclassmen 
were even disappointed when they were told to take 

off their Speedos.” 
Traditions similar to this are a part of many 

sports teams throughout the school, and 
should not be randomly discontinued by the 
administration unless proven to cross the line 

into physical or mental torment. The purpose 
of these rituals is to create a relaxed atmosphere 
with new teammates and help them to relate to 
upperclassmen through shared experiences. UA 
students not only accept, but come to appreciate 
and respect the slightly unusual rites of passage the 
athletic teams practice. many non-athletic groups, 

including the choral department and even the staff 
here on Arlingtonian also participate in similar activities. 

These traditions are a healthy part of our school’s 
extracurricular programs and should continue. If we strip 
student groups of their unique and individual established 
initiations, we deny students the sense of being a part 
of something bigger than themselves. UA is what it is 
because of the pride and commitment students have 

to preserve its traditions. It is these traditions 
that differentiate between just showing up to 
practice and feeling like part of a team.                   

every year the halls of UAHS 
are filled with proud athletes. 
Athletics have long been 
an integral part of our 

high school culture, and the 
traditions each team 
passes down help 
continue the shared 
passion for our sports 
programs. We have 
been fortunate thus far 
in ensuring that these 
traditions do not morph into 
hazing incidents that occur 

in many other schools across the country.
most teams’ initiation rituals involve underclassmen 

taking on unpleasant chores such as carrying water, 
moving goals and transporting equipment. These simple 
customs exist to build camaraderie, add humor to team 
events and bond teammates together in unconventional 
ways.  In an effort to do just that, the boys water polo 
team has an annual practice of having freshmen wear 
their Speedo swimsuit uniforms over their clothes to 
school the day before a big tournament. 

However, principal Kip Greenhill said he 
canceled this year’s Speedo fashion show after 
concerns were raised that it might embarrass the 
participants and cause mental instability.

“It is both illegal and against school policy to do 
anything that humiliates the athletes in any way,” 
Greenhill said.  

Despite the fact that no freshman teammate 
was forced or threatened in any way to 
participate in the activity, senior water 
polo captain Alex notwell said the act was 

By MITCH LEx

suspect speedos
Boys annual water polo tradition 
canceled after being considered hazing

grAPhIc By BRANDON SEGA
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Arts

Fifty-nine characters. Twelve directors. nine shows. 
One production.

little Theater little Shows, a compilation of one-act skits, 
was created in order to showcase student talent by allowing 

students to take full creative control of the production. 
According to Greg Varner, the adult supervisor of the show, 

little Theater little Shows began three years ago primarily to 
encourage theater involvement among students who would 
normally shy away from the stage.

“It’s a low-profile way for a lot of students to get involved with 
theater,” Varner said.

Since its beginning, the show has evolved and 
eight single shows have been created.

However, making it to opening night is a 
long process. According to senior Chase Pitman, 
the stage director for the production, the process 
begins with students writing a sketch that is 
about 10 minutes long. 

“They are a series of one-acts so [students] 
can take a scene from an actual play, write an original play, or make 
their own adaptation of a play already written,” Pitman said.

Each year Varner chooses a select number of shows to produce.
This year, Varner chose 12 students to direct nine different 

shows. Junior mido Aly, who wrote a Spanish soap-opera, said 
after students were chosen it was their responsibility to coordinate 
the show in its entirety.

“With a show like this you have to write it yourself and find the 
actors, come up with your own props, and memorize lines and learn 
everything,” Aly said.

Although the production is largely student-run, directors have 
some guidance from Varner.

“I mentor the directors to help better their ideas of how to take 
the page to the stage,” Varner said.

Aly took this opportunity as a learning experience. He said it 
helps because Varner can see things that students may not catch.

“[Varner] puts in this professional touch that is difficult for a 
student to do him or herself,” Aly said.

Through this synergy between student and teacher, certain 
adjustments have been made to improve the quality of the show. In 
previous years, the directors have had looser restrictions in finding 
actors for their shows. This year, however, strict auditions were held 
to determine who would be a part of the production.

“We wanted to [make it more formal and] expand it to 
include anyone who wanted to be in the shows, so we held real 
auditions,” Aly said.

From pitching the idea to the actual 
performance, about a month passes.

“you only have 2-3 weeks to rehearse,” 
Pitman said. “It’s a tight schedule.”

Although the time constraint is a struggle, 
each year the students have sold out the 
two-night showing of lTlS. Because of this 
success, Varner extended the show to four 
showings this year. 

This increase in production will allow students to further 
their role in aiding the theater department—and donate more 
to charity.

“Each year we donate usually around 20 percent to a charity,” 
Varner said. “The rest of the money goes to buying props and other 
things for the department.”

All of these benefits of the show are small compared to what 
students gain. Senior David Sacolick, who debuted in the show this 
year, is one such student who looked at lTlS as an experience.

“I think acting in general is a way to experience life from a 
different perspective,” Sacolick said. “lTlS was an opportunity to 
gain a more profound understanding of the world.”

Varner said it also furthers students’ knowledge of theater.
“I think the program is one of the purest representations of 

theater talent at the high school,” Varner said. “It really shows what 
the students bring to the table.”

By KIM WEISENBERGER

A group of students take their theatrical ideas from the ‘page to the stage’

[Little Theater Little shows] 
really shows what the 
students bring to the table.

SUperviSor greg vArner

AWARD: outstanding 
debut

WINNER: david sacolick
SHOWS: “Blinkers” and 

“the [Abridged] search 
of signs of Intelligent 
life in the universe”

AWARD: Best line:  “she’ll 
be my happy meal!”

WINNER: Jake Borelli
SHOW: “the game of 

dance chance”

After production of Little Theater Little Shows, Varner handed out “Varney Awards” to the breakout 
performances and outstanding work. Here are a few of the winners:

AWARD: Best moment: 
“oops, my zipper’s 
down!”

WINNER: harry 
sanderson

SHOW: “¿qué hora es? 
(el dos)”

AWARD: varner’s 
favorite character

WINNER: Angelina 
carradona

SHOW: “Blinkers”

AWARD: outstanding 
stage management

WINNER: chase 
Pitman

SHOWS: All
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Commitment.
Philanthropy.
Community service.  COLUMBUS

CLEVELAND

CINCINNATI

RALEIGH

szd.com

Support 
our 

school!
Join the 

UAHS PTO!

Newark 
Optometry

The most thorough eye 
exam you will ever receive!

Cheryl Wood, O.D.
Kathryn Sovine, O.D.

1220 West Church St.
Newark, Ohio 43055

(740) 344-1312
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Tremont Place
3219 Tremont Road (near Starbucks)
614-457-5836

Store Hours:
Monday-Friday • 7am to 9pm
Saturday • 9am to 9pm
Sunday • 10am to 8pm

GO BEARS!
Breakfast Combo

12oz. Tropical or Berry Smoothie  
& a Robeks Muffin or Cookie $5

Lunch Combo
12oz. Tropical or Berry Smoothie  

& a baked, stuffed pretzel $5
Not valid with any other offer or discount.  UA location only!

FREE
12oz. Smoothie with Purchase  

of Made to Order Wrap or Salad
Not valid with any other offer or discount.  UA location only!

FREE
12oz. Berry or Tropical Smoothie  
with Purchase of 24oz. Smoothie

Not valid with any other offer or discount.  UA location only!

Call Ahead Ordering & Catering Available - Plus, Robeks Gift Cards!

‘Twilight’
By ROGER MOORE, THE ORLANDO SENTINEL

There’s a playfulness that seems just 
so right in Catherine Hardwicke’s 
“Twilight.” The director of “thirteen” 

gives the hit Stephenie meyer teen 
vampire novel a little edge, a little sexual 
heat. But she makes it fun, too.

The irresistible force that draws Bella, 
the new girl in Forks High, to Edward, 
the dreamy classmate with pale skin and 
red, red lips, is lust. And lust can be funny.

But after a brooding, arms-length 
courtship of overcast days, near-
accidents and almost kisses, Edward’s 
clan heads out in a thunderstorm to play 
baseball. And “Twilight” tumbles from 
romantic into risible. “Buffy the Vampire 
Dater” becomes “Transylvania High 
School musical.”

The fetching but somewhat humorless 
Kristen Stewart is Bella, a girl so swoony 
over her new bio class lab partner that 
she cannot close her lips. Who can blame 

her? Edward Cullen (Robert Pattinson), 
his hair piled high with eyes that seem to 
match that hair color, is dreamy but rude. 
He’s instantly put off by Bella, and that 
puts her off.

Then a car almost crushes Bella in 
the school parking lot. In a flash Edward 
is by her side, stopping the careening 
student driver, denting the dude’s car with 
just his touch. He instantly regrets it.

“Can’t you just thank me and get over it??
They fight the feeling, and Bella does 

her homework. A native American 
friend of the family, Jacob (Taylor 
lautner), gives her hints of “the legend.” 
Google gives her more. Seeing the rest 
of the Cullen clan—pale, incestuously 
close, ageless and sophisticated—gives 
them away.

But can these kids find love? Will 
Bella touch Edward’s icy skin and melt 
his cold, cold heart?

meanwhile, Bella’s dad, the police 
chief (Billy Burke), is tracking local 
“animal attacks” that might not be the 
work of your run-of-the-mill wolf or 
grizzly. A trio of nomadic vampires 
dressed like motley Crue groupies (Cam 

Gigandet, Edi Gathegi and Rachelle 
lefevre) have moved into this hunting 
ground. They get a whiff of Bella and it’s 
game on.

Hardwicke boils down meyer’s 
novel into a sort of “Romeo & Juliet,” 
star-crossed lovers the fates keep apart. 
This is more “Superman: The movie,” 
with Bella’s incessant Q&A sessions 
with Edward, getting the parameters 
of meyer’s vampire universe. The 
relationship at the heart of the film has 
heat, but Stewart isn’t up to delivering 
the “I’ll just die” longing that we all feel 
at that age. And the effects that show 
Edward’s speed are cut-rate comical.

The situations, in high school and 
among the vampires, are over-familiar. 
But the dialogue is mostly flip and hip. 
Some of the laughs are intentional, 
some not. A vampire using the word 
“vegetarian?” Funny.

There are four books in this series, 
so if “Twilight” hits, they’ll make more. 
Two more movies of restraint, controlling 
your teenage urges? like Edward, we’ve 
all had practice at that. “I’ll just have to 
endure it.”    

Arts
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By  LARA BONNER

Looking for some new tunes? 
Check out these two new 
albums for something fresh to 
blare through your speakers.

ans of Jack’s mannequin’s first album, Everything in 
Transit, will not be disappointed this time around. Jack’s 

mannequin’s recently released second album, entitled 
The Glass Passenger, goes above and beyond the caliber of 

the first album. The extensive musical variety makes The Glass 
Passenger stand out among other albums of today.

Ranging from songs with upbeat 
guitar riffs to reggae-influenced pop 
to melodic piano ballads, fans of any 
genre will find something to enjoy 
within this album. notable tracks 
include “Caves,” the epic eight-minute, 
two-part movement which tells of 
mcmahon’s previous struggles with 
leukemia. The first part is sung in a quiet 
falsetto with eerie piano, and the second 
part bursts into motion with a loud 
guitar and mcmahon’s voice breaking in 
an almost desperate cry, singing lyrics like 
“Beat my body like a rag doll / Stick your 
needles in my hip.”

mcmahon reaches back to his piano-
rock roots with songs like 
the album’s first single, “The 
Resolution.” The song’s message 
is one of keeping your head up 
and getting through hard times 
by staying optimistic.

Unfortunately, the album 
loses speed late in the game 
with songs such as “Drop 
Out: The So Unknown.” Its 
lack of originality and slow 
beat offer nothing original to 
the otherwise unique album.

Overall, Jack’s 
mannequin’s new album 
shows that there has been 
substantial musical growth, 
and they are definitely 
making a name for 
themselves.    

REVIEWS

SKELETAL LAMPING
OF MONTREAL

GLASS PASSENGER
JACK’S MANNEQUIN

THE

ou have probably heard the distinct sounds of Of 
montreal  —whether it be on the radio or at the 
end of an Outback Steakhouse commercial. Those 
unique sounds are also present in their new release 

and ninth album, Skeletal Lamping.
lead singer and frontman 
Kevin Barnes made it known 
that this album is centered 
around his stage alter ego, 
an African American cross-
dresser he calls Georgie Fruit. 
Although a somewhat strange 
concept for the album, it 
certainly offers for an exciting 
unpredictability throughout 
the album.

Skeletal Lamping is very 
clearly an eclectic album. 
One minute there will be 
a track with a disco, funky 
feel, and then it will be 
followed by a softer, indie 
rock sound.

“Women’s Studies 
Victims” has an almost rap-like feel 
in places and the witty lyrics make 
it especially enjoyable. lead singer 
Kevin Barnes sings, “What does that 
mean? / no clue / It must be an illicit 
pentagram / What are you talking 
about? / no clue.” 

The cleverly-titled album is 
indicative of the rest of the song titles 
as well, with monikers that are as offbeat 
as the music itself, like “Id Engager” and 
“Beware Our nubile miscreants.” Every 
song contains an interesting story to be 
deciphered within the lyrics.

If you enjoy an eccentric mixture 
of pop, funk and unique themes, pick 
up Skeletal Lamping. With this album, 
boredom is not an option.   
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◈

By ALDO CORONA & BRANDON SEGA

◈

eIghtin Eight students respond to 
a question in eight words

What did you think of the election?

I don’t know anything 
at all about politics.

FreSHmAn gABBy veri

I think it was certainly 
an historic election.

SopHomore
AnDreW mAriotti

It demonstrated  
American democracy at 
its finest point.

JUnior  eriC krACk

since I’m underage the 
election doesn’t really 
apply.

FreSHmAn Cory JoHnS

I hope Obama can turn 
our country around.

SopHomore 
eliSSA SnoUFFer

Obama will do some good 
in this country.

Senior  nAtAlie kAHler

I’m disappointed and have 
serious doubts about Obama.

JUnior grACie gerlACH

[Obama’s] the change 
needed for the next 
generation.

Senior 
gArrett o’BroCHtA

voIce
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◈

edItorIAl cArtoon By ALDO CORONA

Some people have a natural 
cooking ability—they know 
how to work a microwave, 

how to follow the instructions 
of a recipe and even manage to 
keep things from lighting on fire.  
On the other hand, I spend hours 
deciphering a cookbook and 
can only dream about a world 
in which I am perfectly capable 
of using such things as simple as 
the microwave.

Clearly, my cooking abilities 
are slightly below average, which leads to my problem.  When 
I was hungry, I was either sticking tin foil in the microwave or 
taking the easy route and finding the closest restaurant.  That 
may not have been the healthiest thing to do, but I would have 
rather experienced future health complications than suffer 
immediately from my own cooking.

However, one traumatic incident changed my views on 
dining out.  No, my eating out extravaganza did not leave 
me broke—It was much worse.  I found a cigarette butt in 
the salad I ordered.  To add to the repulsed feeling you are 
probably experiencing, my friend claims she found a fake 
fingernail in her pasta once when dining out.

My encounter with this restaurant caused me to think a 
little more about exactly what may or may not happen to 
my food behind the scenes.  In other words, what exactly 
happens in between fridge and plate?  For example, an item 
of food may fall on the floor and workers may abide by the 
“five second rule,” serving it as if nothing happened.  Or 
someone may forget to wash his or her hands and handle 
my food.  Plus, we all shed right?  Who is to say a few strands 
of hair will not land in my food?

Then we enter the wonderful world of emotion.  If your 
server or chef is a little ticked towards you or anyone in 
association with you, good luck.  Anything from saliva to 
inanimate objects could find their way to your plate.  And 
for those of us who tend to be a bit more obnoxious, it 
could be worse.  

I am not saying people always intentionally ruin your meal, 
but occasionally, it does happen.  If you routinely find random 
items in your food, perhaps you should lighten up your 
attitude to the people serving you.  You never know, they may 
have a hand in the unlucky fate your food seems to undergo.  
Furthermore, I know you probably hear this way too much, but 
eating out all the time really is bad for you.  Not only because 
of the fat content, but because a few extra ingredients may be 
added: a strand of hair, remnants from the floor and whatever 
rubs off from unwashed hands.  When you eat what you make, 
you know exactly what is in it.  However, if you are like me and 
the whole cooking concept is an issue, beg your brother—it 
works for me.    

dining out dilemmas

By KRISTY HELSCEL

sophomore experiences

◈

For students taking multiple higher- level classes, the workload 
can often feel overwhelming. In order to alleviate the stress, 
the administration issued one-day reprieve passes, allowing 

students to have a one-day extension on two assignments per 
semester for each AP/ IB class in which they are enrolled. However, 
while the passes were intended as a helpful measure, they are an 
inconvenience to teachers and send the wrong message to students.

High school helps prepare us for real life experiences, and one of 
the most important lessons we must learn is meeting deadlines.  In 
any collegiate or workplace setting, the idea of a pass—not unlike 
the homework passes we used to receive in elementary school—
would be laughable. 

In addition to undermining the importance of deadlines, the 
passes create conflicts for teachers. When a student decides to use 
a reprieve pass on a test or quiz, the teacher often must create a 
new version of the test to ensure the student cannot cheat. The 
extra time the teacher must spend creating a new test prevents 
the other students from having their work promptly returned. 
In addition, students tend to use the passes all at once for large 
assignments. This would especially cause problems for teachers 
trying to enter grades at the end of the quarter. The teacher will be 
unable to complete their grading efficiently as they must wait for 
the late submissions.

Instead of a “golden ticket,” students should focus on improving 
their time management skills, which will not only help them 
now but also prepare them for the future. It is not so much that 
extensions should be taboo, but the student should be required 
to give the teacher adequate notice of their intentions. In the pre- 
ticket era, it was not uncommon for teachers to grant extensions to 
students who were legitimately unable to complete an assignment 
on time. The teacher is more likely to be understanding about 
an extension that has been discussed beforehand, rather than a 
student showing up empty-handed on the day an assignment is 
due. This would benefit the whole class, because if many people 
are too swamped to complete the project the teacher could adjust 
the deadline for everyone.  

At first glance the passes may seem like a good idea, but 
ultimately they are creating conflicts for teachers and giving 
students unrealistic expectations.

golden Bear passes create 
inconveniences for students, teachers
stAff EDITORIAL

edItorIAl cArtoon By ALDO CORONA

What did you think of the election?

voIce 



Arlingtonian
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Experience a taste of Italy in U.A....

3080 Tremont Rd.
Columbus, Ohio 

43221

459-9945 Phone
459-9944 Fax

Kim and Tina Elsea

DINE IN  •  CARRYOUT  •  CATERING

Yes, the center’s in Dublin, but 
one of the doctors still bleeds 

black and gold.

6350 Frantz Rd. - Dublin, OH 43017 - (614) 789-9464

SENIORS!
senior photos  

for the yearbook are 
DUE Jan. 20, 2009!

Photos can be turned in
at the attendance office.


