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Arlingtonian is a student-produced newsmagazine published approximately 
every four weeks by Journalism III-A students at Upper Arlington High 
School. The publication has been established as a public forum for student 
expression and for the discussion of issues of concern to its audience. It 
will not be reviewed or restrained by school officials prior to publication or 
distribution.  Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student expression, the edito-
rial board, which consists of the staff’s top editors, will determine the content 
of the newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore, material may 
not necessarily reflect the opinions or policies of Upper Arlington school 
officials.  Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, guest columns and news 
releases from faculty, administrators, community residents, students and the 
general public. The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the right to with-
hold a letter or column and return it for more information if it determines 

the piece contains items of unprotected speech as defined by this policy.  As 
a public forum, all letters and columns meeting the above criteria will be 
posted in full on the Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.com for a 
minimum of four weeks.  Arlingtonian and its staff will strive to publish only 
legally protected speech following the legal definitions for libel, obscenity 
and invasion of privacy. The staff will also refrain from printing stories that 
create a material disruption of school activities. Because the Arlingtonian 
staff will determine content of the publication, it will therefore also take complete 
legal and financial responsibility for what is printed.Arlingtonian will not avoid 
publishing a story solely on the basis of possible dissent or controversy. The 
Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing and production costs through 
advertising sales, subscription sales and other fundraisers. The editor or 
co-editors shall interpret and enforce this editorial policy.
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Tthe change of season has been the 
topic of choice this issue and a thought in 
everyone’s minds. As the holidays approach 
along with the upcoming winter olympic 
games, there is a lot to look forward to this 
winter.  who knows, i might even enjoy all 
the festivities so much that i forget the frigid 
temperatures and lack of sunshine that the 
season always brings.

in this issue, we decided to spotlight two 
winter student athletes who have taken their 
sport to the next level with their training. 
the dedication and drive these students 
display are truly special. it’s not every day 
we see students pursue their ambitions with 
such intensity.

in journalism news, congress is 
considering passing legislation that will 
further protect journalists against the fining 

Leah Johnston
leah Johston, editor in chief

“It’s important to remember 
the unique, vital voice that 
journalism gives to society.”

or imprisonment of reporters who refuse 
to identify confidential sources. the law 
would classify information into three 
categories; civil, criminal and national 
security, and the protection would vary 
according to the category.  the rights 
of journalists are an important topic for 
all media and without it, objectivity and 
credibility can be undermined. while this 
legislation is still in the early stages, it’s 
important to remember the unique and 
vital voice that journalism gives to society. 
to ensure this lasts, journalist’s rights 
must be protected.

i’d like to finally encourage everyone 
to visit our website at www.arlingtonian.
com and browse the various posts. our 
website has received several updates 
and features more interactive content, 
including a a variety of audio slideshows. 
More importantly, leave us a comment 
and let us know what you think.  if you 
have a story idea you’d like to submit, 
we are always interested in hearing that 
and there is an area to do so on the 
website. we value suggestions from our 
readers and are always looking for ways 
to improve. 

wishing everyone a happy holiday and 
an enjoyable new Year’s,
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to Thorson, balloons will be an integral part 
of the decorations. 

“There will be tons of balloons at the 
dance,” Thorson said. “Right now we have 
numerous four-point star balloons to tie 
in with the ‘Stars’ theme, and there will 
also be balloons of men in tuxedos and 
musical notes.”

This year, the decoration committee is 
focusing its energy to make sure the first view 
upon entrance to the dance will be impressive.

“When students walk into the dance, the 
first thing they’ll 
see is a ceiling 
completely covered in balloons, lighting 
decorations and a giant poster on the wall 
of a couple dancing,” Thorson said.

Other small changes will include 
the distribution of party favors at the 
beginning of the dance, as opposed to 
the end of the dance. Party favors this 
year will include, among other things, 
blinking star pins which students can 
pin onto their dresses or the lapels of 
their jackets.

“We think the effect will be really nice,” Thorson said. 
“Imagine, in the dark, with the balloons and the lighting effects, 
and then hundreds of blinking star pins, one on each dancer.  We 
really hope everyone likes it.” 

photo by brittanymiller

the varsity gym is 
home to not only the 
basketball team but 
also volleyball and 
many other athletic 
events. clubs like  the 
optimist basketball 
league also make use 
of the gyms.

WWinter has arrived, and with it comes snow, freezing cold 
weather and, of course, the winter formal. The annual winter 
dance, in which the female students ask the males, is back with 
a few changes that will surprise even the most veteran winter 
dance attendee. 

The most obvious difference between this year and last year’s 
dance is the date change. This year, the dance will take place 
Jan. 14 as opposed to previous years December date. Charlotte 
Thorson, the sophomore class president who is helping to 
arrange the dance, says that the change in exams was a major 
factor in the dance date change.

“We didn’t want the dance to be 
so close to the exams,” Thorson said. 
“And by pushing the dance back a 
month, we even out the gap between 
homecoming and prom, so we think 
it works out well in the end.”

This year, the dance committee 
put all its efforts into making the 
dance specifically tailored to what 
students want.

“We really tried this year to keep 
all of the things that make the dance 
great and cut out the things students dislike,” Thorson said.

The theme is “Dancing With The Stars,” a play off the TV show. 
The theme will incorporate numerous star decorations, including 
starry night lighting effects as well as star-shaped balloons. According 

dancing with the stars, UA style

evansmith ’11

Winter formal dance returns with new features, old favorites

““we didn’t want the dance to be so 
close to the exams, and by pushing 
the dance back a month, we even 
out the gap between homecoming 
and prom.

Sophomore class president 
Charlotte thorson

T
Schedule shift 
emanalbash ‘10

students take exams before break

The last day of winter break used to mean cramming, retrieving 
old notes from the bottom of backpacks and staying up until 2 a.m. 
However, the holidays will be different this year, because for the first 
time ever midterm exams will be before winter break. Exams are 
scheduled to take place Dec. 18, 21 and 22.   

Last year a committee met to discuss different types of schedules. 
According to principal Kip Greenhill, the goal of the committee was to 
consider possible changes to the schedule of the 2009-10 school year.   

“One of the things we talked about was changing the semester 
to end before winter break,” Greenhill said. “What we came up with 
instead of starting school early was we would do exams before the break 
but not change the starting day of school.”

Students will be perhaps the most impacted by the change of the 
exam schedule. Senior Ronnie Wehner said he likes the idea of having 
exams before winter break for several reasons. 

“I think it will make [winter break] a lot less stressful,” Wehner said.  
“There will be less worrying about how you are going to do on the 
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AAged equipment, creaky stands, and 
cramped space make the need for updates 
in UAHS gyms and natatorium apparent. 
Although the varsity gym’s floor is refinished 
annually and the natatorium had a recent 
addition of a new deck, students agree both 
facilities have room for more improvements. 

Many of the visible problems result from the 
facilities’ age. The bleachers creak and often have 
limited space, creating a cramped atmosphere 
during games. In the freshmen gym, flickering 
lights and old backboards give the gym a dirty 
look. The natatorium suffers from poor lighting 
as well as outdated and abused locker rooms.

Finding ways to solve problems related 
to facilities falls upon athletic director 
Greg Sullivan. 

“I don’t know if we 
are lacking regarding our athletic facilities, but 
I do know that they are dated, as we are a much 
older school than our peer schools in Hilliard 
and Dublin. It is very difficult to compare 
the facilities at Hilliard Bradley and Upper 
Arlington,” Sullivan said. “We are a landlocked 
community; we are not growing geographically 
like communities to our west, so we are forced to 
do more with less.”

With no recreation centers in UA, the high 
school has also become the center for the community’s athletic activities, 
such as the Optimist basketball league. Sullivan said this impacts the 
school’s maintenance of the facilities.

“The one area where I do feel we are at a significant disadvantage is 
regarding indoor recreation space,” Sullivan said. “Other communities in 
the area have excellent recreation facilities which take some of the burden 

off the high school facilities and provide a place for athletes in many sports 
to hone their skills throughout the year.”

Two suburbs with public recreation facilities include Dublin, which 
has Dublin Community Recreation Center, and Worthington, which 
has the Worthington Community Center. Both facilities have basketball 
courts and swimming pools.

According to junior Jake Debellis, the basketball team faces challenges 
of trying to attract more fans with the lackluster gym.

“I think if we promoted basketball a little more, made a few upgrades to 
not only the court, but also the stands, and maybe even had a concession 
stand inside the main gym, fan attendance would go up,” Debellis said. 
“And the games would be more enjoyable for everyone.”

Another factor in the lack of maintenance of the basketball courts 
is that the football field has been updated consistently over the past six 
years, Debellis said. In recent years, there have been upgrades to the 
stands and additions added to the walkway leading to the stands and 
field. The band stand has also been upgraded by adding a pavilion and 
sheltered area to protect band members from the rain. In future years, 
Sullivan said improved locker room facilities and a new North side 

entrance are planned.
Senior Katie van Fossen said that 

while the gyms and the natatorium 
need some updates, students need to 
do their part in  keeping the facilities as 
nice as possible. 

“Students who are in the gym and 
natatorium during the school day need to 
respect the area. I know that some gym 
classes use the pool, so just cleaning up 
the deck after using it is helpful,” Fossen 
said. “There are usually plastic water 

bottles lying in the gym and in the natatorium, so picking those up and 
recycling them would be helpful also.”

In the future, UAHS will need to make updates to catch up with 
other schools. However, the areas do represent a key element of Upper 
Arlington—tradition. So for now, students must do their best to pick up 
bottles, throw away trash, and clean up their mess.   

Keeping up with the Joneses 
parijatjha ’11

out-of-date gyms and natatorium fall behind competition

““we are a landlocked 
community; we are not growing 
geographically like communities 
to our west, so we are forced to 
do more with less.

athletic director greg Sullivan

 
exams and it will be nice not to have homework over the holidays.” 

Wehner also said he thinks his exam scores will be better with 
midterms earlier, although he did say it might take a year or two for 
scores to increase because teachers are not used to the new exam 
schedule yet. 

“I think over time that this should definitely increase people’s 
scores,” Wehner said. “I feel as if I always know the subject matter better 
before break than I do after it.” 

Math teacher Diane Kahle said she thinks having exams earlier will 
also produce higher exam scores. 

“I think many [students] will still have topics fresh in their mind and 
so they will likely do better,” Kahle said. 

However, Kahle said winter break will not be any easier for 
teachers with exams already finished. Since midterms are before 
winter break instead of after, teachers will have to rewrite the exams 
and take some of the major topics off. Also, instead of writing the 
exams during the holidays teachers will now be grading them, which 
Kahle said is much worse.  

However, Greenhill  said he thinks having exams before break will 
be advantageous to both teachers and students. 

“It would take some of the pressure off teachers to do all that grading 
in a short amount of time in January,” Greenhill said. “It also allows 
teachers to give students back the semester exams so they can use it as a 
teaching tool.”    
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IIt is a cold, December night in New York City and nearly two 
months have passed since the baseball world has crowned its new 
champion, but the doors to the new Yankee Stadium have not closed. 
In fact, for the first time in 22 years, the New York Yankees have opened 
their gates to something other than a baseball game. The new addition 
to the schedule is football’s Yankee Bowl and it will begin Dec. 29, 2010. 

In early October, the Yankees agreed to host an annual bowl game 
between the number four team out of the Big East and the number 
seven team out of the Big 12. If the Big 12 does not have seven teams 
eligible for bowl games, Notre Dame will fill the slot and take on the 
representative from the Big East. 

Home field advantage looks to be in place for the Big East 
representative. According to an article on the Yankees official website, 
Big East commissioner John Marinatto said that New York has been a 
home to the Big East in years passed. 

“We are back for football in perhaps the most famous stadium in the 
world,” Marinatto said.

Big 12 commissioner Dan Beebe said he is not concerned with the 
location of the bowl. In fact, he is proud to have his conference play in 
what he considers the biggest market in the world.

Yankee Stadium will also host a rare meeting between old rivals 
Notre Dame and Army on Nov. 20, 2010. The two rivals met 21 times 
at the old Yankee stadium before it was replaced.

Army played 38 times at the old Yankee Stadium, winning 14 of its 
contests. 

The last time the Yankees hosted a football game in their house was 
in 1987, in a match-up between Central State and Grambling, a battle 
in which Central State won 37-21. 

  New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg said he looks foward to this 
special event, seeing it as a great opportunity for everybody, including 
the city of New York. 

“It is a win for the fans of both teams and it is a win for New York,” 
Bloomberg said. “Nobody stages big events like the Big Apple. We’ve 
got the spirit.”     

Bowlin’ in the Bronx

bofisher ‘11

 yankee stadium to host annual college football bowl 
game and a number of regular season games

graphic by aliceo’neill  & louward 

SSenior Erica Thorson woke up Nov. 4 
earlier than usual, 5:30 a.m. to be exact. 
Thorson was up early to vote in the local 
elections when the doors opened at 6:30 a.m.

“I was one of the first people at the polls 
and it was nice because I didn’t have to wait 
in line,” she said. “And I felt patriotic being 
there early.”

Thorson was one of several seniors who 
voted for the first time, an experience that 
she described as enjoyable.

“I felt empowered, like I was actually 
making a difference,” she said. “I wanted 
more issues on the ballot so I could keep 
voting, there were only five!”

Thorson said the experience was even better 
because she went to vote with her parents.

“The best part was that I went with my 
parents so it was the three of us voting at 
the same time,” Thorson said. “It was a fun 
experience for us.”

Senior Brian Hines also participated in 
the elections, but in a different way. Hines, 
along with many other seniors, gave up his 
day to volunteer at the polls.

“I had heard about working the polls last 
year from some of my upperclassmen friends 
at the time,” he said. “This year, I got the info 
for it from my government class and decided 
to sign up.”

Hines also had a positive experience at 
the polls, even if he wasn’t eligible to vote at 
the time.

“The best part was probably seeing people 
I knew —or my one-hour lunch break. It was 
a long 15-hour work day,”  he said.

Hines said he focused on the service 
aspect, rather than the actual voting aspect of 
the election.

“As far as the results, I wasn’t 18 at the 
time so I didn’t really look into the options of 
voting,” Hines said. “I didn’t really care how 

civic-minded seniors
leahjohnston ’10

students participate in nov. 4 election as voters, volunteers

the results turned out too much. I was just 
there to help out and get that $135 pay check 
at the end of the long work day.”

Thorson said she would be back again 
in the future to continue fulfilling her 
civic duty.

“It was a once-in-a-lifetime experience,” 
Thorson said. “I’m definitely going to vote 
again in the future.”  

Senior Michelle Kaumeyer volunteers at the polls 
during the nov. 4 election. Kaumeyer and other 
UAHS volunteers, worked from 5:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.

photo by brittanymiller
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OOn Sunday afternoons, roars of basketball spirit can be heard from 
outside the gymnasium at Meadow Park Church of God. The competition 
is fierce as two church teams take the court for their winter league. 

Covenant Presbyterian Church participates in a youth group 
basketball team league among several other churches, including Lane 
Avenue Baptist Church, Meadow Park Church of God and Trinity 
United Methodist. The churches compete in eight regular season games 
and a single-elimination tournament.

Morgan Hughes, head basketball coach at Covenant Presbyterian 
Church, participated on the team when he was in middle and high 
school. Hughes encourages youth involvement in sports.

“The idea of church-oriented youth sports is to expose kids to 
the individual youth programs and to teach them to compete in a 
responsible manner,” Hughes said. “It is a co-ed league, so we go out 
of our way to make sure both boys and girls get as much playing time 
as possible.”

Senior Sam Clark participates on the Covenant Presbyterian 
team and said he has learned how to handle competition through the 
basketball team. 

“I’ve learned to win and lose with class,” Clark said. “If we lose [this 
year], I [will] lose with class.”

Senior Mimi Heinlein is also a member of the team. Team members 
range from middle school to high school youth members.

“The middle school players and girls get extra points if they score,” 
Heinlein said. “I think that’s just to encourage everyone to play.”

According to Hughes, the members of the basketball team are also 
involved with the softball league in the spring. Throughout both seasons 
there is a strong rivalry between Trinity United Methodist Church and 
Covenant Presbyterian Church. 

“There is a pretty heated, friendly rivalry [between us],” Clark said. 
“[Trinity has] handed us our only losses in the past three years.” 

The rivalry between the two teams is also fueled by the common 

Battle of the Bears

zoeywhitmeyer ‘10

students compete 
in church basketball league 

trend of UA students on both teams. 
“We all know each other,” Heinlein said. “We joke up front about not 

talking to ‘the enemy’ at school, but we’re just messing around for the 
most part.”

The rivalry is still strong, and this year Covenant Presbyterian hopes 
to win the championship by beating Trinity. 

“Having such good seasons and no championships to show for it has 
put a pretty big monkey on my back,” Clark said. “However this should 
change this year, as me and my counterpart [senior] Robbie Ballinger are 
guaranteeing a championship this year.”

Junior Charlie Houk plays for Trinity’s team and said he is not 
worried about losing to Covenant in the Championship this year. 

“I mean, obviously [we are going to beat Covenant],” Houk said. 
“We’re the defending champs.”

According to Hughes, the best part of being on his team will be winning.
“I can’t speak for the rest of the league, but the benefit of playing on 

our team is getting to hold that championship trophy in your hands at the 
end of the season,” Hughes said. “Is it really bragging when you are stating 
facts? I think not.”    

Only time will tell who the true champion is, but for now, UAHS 
students will continue this friendly rivalry.       

graphic by aliceo’neill and louward
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TMost high school upperclassmen spend their senior year working 
on their capstone or senior thesis project.

But for students at the UAHS Community School, the fourth 
quarter of senior year is full of possibilities . Students are released 
to travel abroad, get an internship, or even pursue an interest like 
learning how to blow glass or box.

Called the Odyssey project, the time allows community school 
students to focus on real-world experiences and opportunities 
after high school. The project is just one of the many ways that 
the community school continues to rethink the traditional high 
school education and discipline system.

According to Lynn Reese, a science teacher for the community school, 
enrollment in the school continues to increase. Now in its fifth year, 
the program has grown from 25 students in its first year to the current 
enrollment of 80 students.

Reese said the idea for community school was conceived when a group 
of teachers got together and envisioned an alternative type of schooling.

 “Over the course of a year and a half of conversations, and 
finding money to buy computers, [community school] finally 
evolved,” Reese said.

One of the unique policies of the community school is the 
laptops that every student borrows for the school year. Reese 
said he believes the laptops are beneficial both in the classroom 
and at home.

“It allows us to do different kinds of lessons 
that I can’t do in classes that don’t have 
computers,” Reese said. “My Environmental 
Science class is completely paperless—all of 
[its]documents are on Moodle.”

According to community school senior Jonathon 
Carter, being able to use various programs for 
graphing and statistics allows him to take a more visual 
approach to learning.

“I feel like it’s very beneficial [to have the 
laptops] with modern times, how everything is becoming more 
and more based around technology,” Carter said.

Reese noted the laptops have their down sides.
“[Laptops are] a great tool for distraction,” Reese said. “If [students] are 

not good at policing themselves, then they have access to iChat and games.”
One of the core ideas of the community school’s philosophy of 

education is the democratic rule in the classroom.
One example of this is the discipline system, which is much 

different from the traditional high school system. When a dispute 
arises, teachers and students can take other teachers and students to a 
“Fairness Committee,” where a jury of four students and one teacher make 

noahgrumman ’12

three years gone, still going strong

photo by emilypoole

offering different approach to 
education and discipline, community 
school enrollment keeps growing

government teacher Scott Yant instructs senior Mazlow 
petosa, junior Sarah payne, junior Jessica Harris and senior 
McKenzie Masters at the community school. each student in 
the community school is lent a laptop for the school year.

democratic decisions on disciplinary issues.
“Instead of just getting a lunch detention for a tardy, your 

teacher takes you to fairness and it might have any number of 
different outcomes,” Reese said.

Not only does a “Fairness Committee” settle disputes, students 
have a say in the rules of the school and the topics of study. The 
school even holds regular forums and town meetings where 
students are given a chance to voice their opinions and vote about 
the rules and curriculum.

According to Carter, the structure of town meetings is similar to 
that of the U.S. Congress.

“If we have a problem with how things are run, we’ll bring it up 
for the whole community to discuss, get feedback, and essentially 

form a bill,” Carter said. “[Then] the 
community [decides to have a] town 
meeting, where you can vote it into actual 
law.”

The democratic principles are 
exactly why the community school is 
appealing to some students, including 
Carter, who is in his second year at 
community school.

“The biggest thing that drew me to community school was 
the idea of the democratic process combined into your school,” 
Carter said. “[I liked] that you had the power to take more of an 
active role within your curriculum.”

The democratic rule was also a draw for junior Chris Kabealo, who is in 
his first year with community school.

“I love being on equal levels with teachers,” Kabealo said. “No one 
looks down on anyone here.”                                                                                                  

In the future, Reese said that they would like to have the 
community school housed in a separate building, as well as 
continue to grow.    

“ “i love being on equal levels 
with teachers [in community 
school]. no one looks down 
on anyone here.

Junior Chris Kabealo
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allisongilbert ’11 &  hannahjochem ‘12

Two students carry their 
unorthodox winter athletic passions 
beyond the walls of uahs

Snowday, 
    Everyday

This february in vancouver, 

the 21st Winter olympics 

will begin, attracting the 

top athletes from all over the 

world to compete in everything 

from luge to curling. Though 

seniors Trudy Wu and ryan 

mcgonagle are not olympic 

athletes yet, both students have 

found great success in wintery 

sports. Wu and mcgonagle 

have put in endless hours of 

training and have now mastered 

skills in figure skating and 

snowboarding. from signing 

a sponsorship contract to 

achieving the senior level of 

figure skating, both athletes are 

on the road to success.
photos by brittanymiller
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Early Beginnings
Ten years ago senior Trudy Wu laced up her first 

pair of rental skates. Like every first time skater, 
Wu found it difficult to stay on her feet. 

“I started with clinging to the walls. When 
I made it around [the rink] once I was happy,” 
Wu said. 

As her skills developed, Wu decided that 
despite the endless hours of practice and 
dedication it would take to continue skating, 
it was her passion. While her peers spent 
weekends at soccer games and afternoons 
at basketball practice, Wu enjoyed skating 
because it was different.

Unlike Wu, senior Ryan McGonagle did 
not get on a snowboard until age 11. 

“I picked it up really, really fast. I was 
able to go on the terrain park my first time,” 
McGonagle said. 

A love of the sport and natural talent kept 
McGonagle pursuing snowboarding. 

Both figure skating and snowboarding are 
individual sports. Without a team, Wu said she can 
perform to the best of her ability without feeling 
pressure from fellow teammates.

“Skating is an individual sport that allows you to rely 
only on yourself,” Wu said. 

Working to her full potential was Wu’s main goal 
as a child.

McGonagle practices four to five times a week and usually 
competes on the weekends. Rail jams, ice that is taken from 
skating rinks and put onto rails, enable McGonagle to practice 
year round. During the summer, McGonagle attends Windell 
Snowboard Camp in Mount Hood, Ore.

“At Windell all of the pros and good kids meet to ride and have 
fun,” McGonagle said. 

The slopes are located on an ice-covered volcano which allows for 
year-round skiing and snowboarding.

“This is an international snowboard destination and Windell leads in 
terrain park innovation, variety and creativity,” the Windell website states 

Snowday, 
    Everyday

11december 2, ’09arlingtonianarlingtonian
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“The jumps, jibs and pipes are legendary, with an established history for 
attracting the industry’s biggest talent.” 

Figure skating, on the other hand, does not require big mountains or a 
great amount of snow. All Wu needs to practice is a rink, and those can be 
found all over central Ohio.

“[When I was younger] I would wake up at 5 a.m. and head to the rink, 
then after school I would return and stay until 7:30 p.m. everyday except for 
Friday and Saturday.” 

Though the practice schedule was grueling, Wu found most of it 
enjoyable. She was even able to participate in other activities to benefit her 
skating, such as ballet, ballroom and belly dancing. Though it was hard to 
find time to schedule play dates with classmates, Wu found companionship 
with other skaters at the rink.

“When I was younger, most of my friends came from figure 
skating,” Wu said. 

McGonagle finds the same companionship in snowboarding.
“The friends I’ve met in snowboarding are pretty close to my best 

friends,” he said.

Practice, Practice, 
Practice

Now seniors in high school, Wu and McGonagle have struggled to 
balance schoolwork, practice time, and the endless college search.

“It’s hard to spend 30 minutes 
driving to the rink and coming home, 
and I started to realize that it was 
putting a damper on my schoolwork,” 
Wu said. “It’s hard to find a balance 
between figure skating and school, but 
the process was rewarding in itself.”

McGonagle finds the same struggle in snowboarding, especially since 
many of the competitions he attends are not in Ohio. 

“I’ve traveled all over the country, from Pennsylvania to Colorado,” 
McGonagle said.

 McGonagle said he attends as many competitions as possible in 
order to build up points, which will eventually qualify him for the 
national competition.

“Sometimes I have to ride every day,” McGonagle said “I can be up until 
3 in the morning, but it will be worth it in the end.”

Some of McGonagle’s hard work has already paid off as he signed a 
sponsorship from Aspen Ski and Board last year. Through the contract, 
McGonagle is expected to ride only Aspen’s gear, but he receives other 
benefits of free gear as well.

“Right now I’m a pro-amateur,” McGonagle said. “So I’m pretty much 
on the waiting list to become a pro, where I will be paid for traveling and all 
of that good stuff.” 

Wu found it more difficult to keep up a rigorous practice schedule. 
Instead of skating almost every day, she now tries to make it to the rink 
at least four days a week. She skates at three different locations, including 
Easton, OSU and Dublin. 

Though she has gone through six coaches, Wu seems to have finally 
found a match: Valerie Marcoux, who was as an Olympic Pairs Skater in 
the 2005 Winter Olympics in Turin, Italy. 

“[Marcoux] pushes me to compete in the highest level of figure skating 
and also offers support, Wu said. “I can talk to her about anything.” 

Like figure skating, snowboarding is a sport that requires an 
experienced coach. McGonagle’s coach, Pat Milberry who coaches at 
Windell, gives him motivation in snowboarding as well as life lessons.

“[Milberry] has been a really good influence on me,” McGonagle said. 
“He’s pushing me to do tricks I have never done before.”

Along with the need for a great coach, both athletes said they agree 
that the friends they have made through their sport have greatly impacted 
their lives. Wu said that the friends she made at the rink in grade school still 

continue to be a part of her life.
“They’re all like sisters to me. They understand what it is like to 

train in a competitive environment with strict coaches and practice 
frustrations,” Wu said. “I’m still really close to them to this day.” 

McGonagle cites similar experiences, and said he enjoys 
having two different groups of friends, his snowboarding friends 
and his UA friends.

Though Wu has made countless friends through figure skating, 
she does feel that since figure skating is mainly a girls sport, the 
competition environment can become quite catty. 

“There is a lot of sassiness in the air, particularly from the skaters’ 
moms,” Wu said. “They all believe that their daughter is the best.” 

At these 
competitions, Wu said 
it is easy to find rivals 
that stick with you 
throughout the years.

“Even when you 
don’t know the girl, 
when she beats you, 
an instant rivalry is 
formed,” Wu said. 
“Since each skater only 
has three minutes to photo by brittanymiller

photo courtesy trudywu

photo courtesy trudywu
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prove her ability, it’s now or never.”
Unlike the catty environment of figure skating, snowboarding is much 

more relaxed. 
“It’s really laid back,” McGonagle said, “Everyone is friends 

with everyone.”

Looking to the Future
Both Wu and McGonagle attribute their success to perseverance.
“No matter what, you must find your inner strength to continue,” 

Wu said. “I’ve endured so many falls and injuries, but I’ve never 
given up on anything.” 

She found her greatest achievement not in a victory, but after her first 
skate with new coaches.

“It was at Skate Detroit. I got on the ice and it felt different. I felt proud, 
I felt great,” Wu said. “And nothing went wrong.”

Like Wu, McGonagle said he uses great amounts of dedication and 
determination to find success in his passion.

“You can’t have any fear. Whatever happens happens,” he said. 
McGonagle considers his greatest achievement in competition to be 

placing second at the Louivito Competition. However, his crowning trick 
moment was when he landed a double back flip this past summer.

“Though I caught an edge and fell, it was still one of my greatest 
achievements,” McGonagle said. “You’ve just got to get up and keep going.”

According to the National Collegiate Athletic Association’s website, 
380,000 of their student athletes will not go on to professional sports. Over 
2.8 million middle school students will participate in athletics, but only 
1035 collegiate students will be drafted to play professionally.

Kay Hawes, a writer for the NCAA, explains that athletes should 
look into careers surrounding professional athletics rather than the 
sports themselves. 

“While [athletes] surely are aware of the obvious career choices, such 
as coach or professional athlete, [they] may not realize how many other 
options are out there,” Hawes wrote.

Jennifer Bohac, director of student-athlete development and life skills 
at the University of Minnesota, said that it is key for student athletes to 
have a plan B. 

“My goal for student-athletes when they cross 
that stage (at graduation) is that they have a plan,” 
Bohac said. “They either already have a job, or they’re 
admitted to graduate school or they plan to enter the 
draft. After you graduate it is too late.”

Both seniors have considered college and 
professional athletics, but they feel as if they have 
other things on which to fall back. 

With college on the forefront of many senior’s 
minds, Wu and McGonagle are no exceptions. 
Many of the schools they have been looking at offer 
collegiate figure skating or snowboarding teams. Though 
Wu is considering skating through college, the professional level seems out 
of the question.

“I don’t want to be a cheesy Disney On Ice Skater. I feel like it is 
degrading to the sport,” Wu said. 

Though skating professionally does not seem to be in her future, Wu 
said she has considered coaching younger children. She finds watching 
their successes to be rewarding. 

McGonagle, however, said this year is the big year for him. 
“If I get top five in nationals this year, I will pursue [snowboarding] in 

the collegiate and professional world,” McGonagle said. 
Even if nationals does not turn out the way he thought it would, 

McGonagle plans to continue snowboarding.
“I’ll do it for fun, and there’s nothing wrong with that,” 

McGonagle said.
McGonagle is generally looking at colleges out west, such as University 

of Colorado at Boulder and University of Utah. This will give him the 
ability to snowboard on the weekends and during the week. 

While their journeys may have been full of injuries and 
disappointments, both Wu and McGonagle’s perseverance and dedication 
has enabled them to work to their full potential. 

“Every time you lose your balance, you have to have the courage to 
pick yourself up,” Wu said. “ That’s what success really is.”     

photo by brittanymiller

photo courtesy ryanmcgonagle

photo courtesy ryanmcgonagle
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the arts
students show off their creative side as 
autumn orange slowly fades to winter blue

photo by emilypoole

photo by brittanymiller
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We found these random pictures on the laptop.  
Basically we want lots of photo spreads like this

FALL FOLLIES:  The chorus sings a piece for opening night. For many freshmen, Fall 
Follies was their first performance at the high school level.

PAINTING:  Senior Anna Kurfees paints during her art class. Many seniors enjoy the 
creative release offered by the variety of art courses offered at UAHS.

FALL FOLLIES: Sophomore Ryan Fry participates in the annual Fall Follies event. Fry is 
also a tenor in Vocal Ensemble.

CERAMICS: Junior Adriane Ghidotti puts the final touches on her work clay pot before 
it is placed in the kiln. Many ceramics students have never worked with clay before 
and must learn from scratch.

opinion
Junior

aLeX CLarK
vocal ensemble

senior

MeagHaN NOVi
Theater

photo by emilypoole

photo by nicolewagner

photo by nicolewagner

Q: what was your favorite 
part about Fall Follies?

Clark: My favorite part was 
the new audience that 
this year’s Fall Follies at-
tracted. the theme was 
“Americana,” so there 
were a lot of veterans.

Q: what do you hope for 
next year’s show?

Clark:  i hope that we can improve on our ability 
to engage the audience by finding a good theme 
for all different kinds of people and being able to 
connect with them.

Q: if you chose the theme, what would it be?
Clark: A few years ago [the choral department] did 

a Hollywood show. i think by slightly changing 
that we could attract a big audience.

Q: what is your favorite 
part of theatre?

Novi: it would probably 
be the shows because 
that’s the culmination 
of all our hard work.

Q: do you think you’ll 
continue theatre after 
high school?

Novi:  Yeah, i’d hope to be 
involved in different productions in college and 
i really love the atmosphere of the theatre.

Q: what do you look forward to the most about 
this year’s musical, West Side Story?

Novi: i think the music and the dancing was 
literally groundbacking, how Bernstein and 
Sondheim merged the two. i’m also excited to 
explore 1950s new York city and the influence 
of gangs.
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Symphony in Hue

Simply Rr’s
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Tuttle Mall

t

(614) 734-0505

 Bear Naked Goods 
With the need to nourish both 
body and soul, Bear Naked 

Goods was born.  
Simple - Pure - Natural.

Soap.  Aromatherapy.  Lotions 
bars.  Salves.  Dried Lavender 
from our farm.  Gift packs and 

more.

“As seen in the Columbus 
Dispatch

And Capital Style Magazine”
Cheryl Olshove

Upper Arlington, Ohio
Phone: (614) 517-0574
www.FreckleBear.com

 

Bear Naked Goods 
With the need to nourish both body and soul, Bear 
Naked Goods was born.  Simple - Pure – Natural.  
 
Soap. Aromatherapy. Lotions bars. Salves. 

     Dried Lavender from our farm. Gift packs and more…! 
 

*As seen in the Columbus Dispatch 
And Capital Style magazine. 

Cheryl Olshove 
Upper Arlington, Ohio 
Phone: (614) 517-0574 
www.FreckleBear.com 

Grumman Exploration, Inc.
Near-surface Geophysics,
Non-destructive Subsurface Exploration

“Look
before

you  
dig”℠

Services
Ground-Penetrating Radar•	
Electrical Resistivity Imaging•	
Electromagnetic	Profiling•	
Seismic Testing•	
Magnetometry•	

(614) 488-7860
www.GrummanExploration.com
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double chocolate ghirardelli 
hot chocolate is rich, yet still 
not as expensive as other 
high end chocolate mixes. 
this mix calls for warm milk, 
which makes for a creamier 

taste. overall, the mix blends well into the warm milk and 
does not leave a powder residue. ghirardelli chocolate is 
also delicious when heated on the stove, creating a thicker, 
more rich hot chocolate experience, but the microwave will 
do for time’s sake. the aroma will fill hot chocolate lovers 
with the joy of many winter nights. this perfect mixture is 
sweet and savory, not too bitter, and not too light on taste. 
it is the perfect dessert after a holiday dinner.    

zoeywhitmeyer ‘10

Starbucks
rating:

Starbucks is the choice for hot chocolate. But when 
ordering, keep in mind that there are two different 
types of hot chocolate to order. there is the 
Starbucks Signature Hot chocolate and the regular 
hot chocolate. According to Starbucks, the signature 
hot chocolate is a european-style hot chocolate 
blended with four cocoas. 
the four-blend of chocolate 
is smooth and delectable with 
a divine taste of light milky 
chocolate that is absolutely 
dreamy; however, the regular 
lacks the rich chocolate flavor 
of the european style. the best 
option is to spend the extra 
dollar for the european-style  
hot chocolate.  

chocolate café offers a variety of hot chocolate flavors: milk, 
dark, white, cherry, mint and Mexican. the milk chocolate hot 
chocolate has a heavy chocolate taste and is a bit extravagant. 
if the milk chocolate is too rich, try the other options, like dark 

chocolate or mint chocolate. the 
mint hot chocolate is relaxing with 
zest, but not overwhelming with 
mint. the dark chocolate has a 
brilliant bitter taste that delights 
the tastebuds. either option is a 
nice change from the normal milk 
chocolate. chocolate café is the 
perfect alternative for sit down hot 
chocolate. Along with an awesome 
cup of hot chocolate, chocolate 
café has a plentiful number of 
chocolate goodies to munch on 

while sipping cocoa.      

rating:
chocolate café

Swiss Miss homemade hot 
chocolate made with water 
is always a cheap alternative. 
even when made with milk, 
this hot chocolate does not 
meet many standards of good quality. the real question 
is marshmallows or no marshmallows? Marshmallows.  
Always. these marshmallows add sugar and fluff to the 
overall graininess of the mix. the chunky powder mix 
tastes like brownie mix that mom forgot to stir completely. 
despite the watery taste and the chunks of powder mix, 
the hot chocolate is occasionally worth the two minute wait 
of the microwave. if there is a Starbucks in sight and $3 in 
your hand, go for the real stuff. Swiss Miss is a last resort for 
those who are short on cash and time.

Swiss Miss
rating:

ghirardelli
rating:

photos by nicolewagner

graphic by aliceo’neill

photos by nicolewagner

price: $3.75 grande price: $3.75 small (pictured)

price: $5.95 per can
price: $2.69 per box

The winter season brings cold 
nights in need of the perfect cup 
of hot chocolate. Try out these 
brands to ease your cocoa needs.
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unexpected gifts add fun to holiday season
marisapatwa ’12 

A

the spirit of giving, but might be short 
on cash.  And they are still perfect for 
those just looking for a good laugh. 

However, if a Snuggie is too 
ridiculous for the annual christmas 
shopping list, then the next item might 
seem more practical: a life size cut-out 
of edward cullen.

Sophomore emily pond, a twilight 
fanatic, normally does not appreciate 
gag gifts but explained that a life size 
edward cullen cut-out would be just 
the thing to make her holiday dreams 
come true.

“normally though, i think gag 
gifts are stupid,” pond said. 
“i don’t appreciate 
them and think the 
person who gave it 
to me is cheap. it’s 
disappointing.”

this christmas, 
however, pond has 
bought her own 
father a gag gift to get 
back at him for the 
unappreciated gag gift 

gags galore

As junior Amanda loch watched her 
mother hand her an enormous, neatly 
wrapped box during her 16th birthday 
this past August, she became curious as 
to what hidden treasure lay inside. 

She ripped though the colorful 
package as her heart sped up, 
contemplating what kind of gift she 
might receive. then suddenly, a giant, 
fuzzy substance clouded her vision.

“wow,” loch said as she removed 
the present and held it out for her 
guests to see.

it was a Snuggie.
She immediately burst out into 

laughter, amused by this silly gag gift. 
After trying it on, though, she was 
immediately impressed by its rich 
fabric, its softness and the generous 

warmth it offered.  
Although loch now enjoys 

her Snuggie, she used to distance 
herself from the bathrobe-esque 
clothing, deeming herself too cool 
for something so ridiculous and 
impractical. However, she says she has 
now since seen the light.

 “when i opened up my present and 
saw it was a Snuggie i suddenly became 
giddy,” loch said. “i used to laugh at 
them and think they were hysterical 
but they are actually really comfy and 
warm and make great gifts as well.”

with the success of loch’s 
surprise birthday Snuggie, it has 
become evident that “gag gifts” such 
as Snuggies can actually be great gift 
ideas for those who want to share in 

graphic by louward

Steve Patrick
Natural Stone Restoration

Restore your dull, scratched, and chipped stone 
surfaces to their natural beauty.

 -Professional cleaning and sealing

 -Etch and water ring repair

 -Surface polishing and chip repair

Specializing in Countertop Repair
Granite - Marble

(614) 314-0506
spatrick@columbus.rr.com
www.countertop-repair.com
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conundrum that occurred at christmas 
last year. pond had asked her parents for 
a prized louis vuitton bag, something 
she had wanted for years. right before 
christmas, her dad gave her the bag but 
something was off: it was a knock-off.

pond was surprised and upset, and 
she immediately threw the knock-off 
away. on christmas day, she received 
the real bag, but she would never 
forget her dad’s torturing gag gift. So 
this year, she plans to seek revenge.

“i bought him a snuggie and 
nothing else,” pond said. “when he 
opens it, he’ll probably laugh and then 

throw it away just like i did.”
Besides edward cullen 

cutouts and snuggies, 
there are an endless 
amount of possible gag 
gifts to make even the 
most stoic gift recipient 
crack a smile.

prankplace, a web 
retail site, sells gifts 
such as swearing pens 
(that actually blurt out 

profanities through a tiny 
speaker), toilet paper with 
an imposed image of 
george Bush’s face and 
“handerpants,” gloves 
that resemble tighty 
whities, even featuring 
a stretchable elastic 
wristband to keep all 
your precious fingers 
in place.

But do gag-gifts 
go too far? it doesn’t 
take long to think of 
a situation where a 
supposedly funny gift 
could end up insulting 
someone, thus ruining the 
spirit of the holiday.  

Sophomore chris 
Hemmingson, however, 
does not think gag gifts 
are improper and claims 
to be a big fan of them.

“they are really great and add a 
silly essence to the wonderful gift-
giving tradition,” Hemmingson said.

Senior cassie guzzik also said 
gag gift are great. She has received 
them in the past and would have 
no problem receiving another one 
this christmas.  

“i think they are fun to get,” 
guzzik said. “especially if it is an 
inside joke between friends.”

She does not think that gag 
gifts are meaningless or rude.

“i don’t have a problem with 
them and always enjoy a good 

laugh,” guzzik said.
while gag gifts might not be for 

everyone, there are some who truly 
appreciate waking up on christmas 
morning to find, tucked beneath the 
christmas tree, a beautiful Snuggie, a 
cardboard edward cullen cutout or 
just a practical pair of handerpants.  

But remember, if you do plan on 
giving a gag gift this year, practice 
good taste. You wouldn’t want that 
special someone to misinterpret your 
thoughtful gift of a pamphlet to a local 
fat camp. that may not end well.  

photos courtesy snuggieblanket and twilightent’t
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picture perfect
emanalbash ’10 & marisapatwa ‘12

photo contest highlights students’ passion for photography

Senior Margaret wunderlich did not consider herself to be a 
photographer until she took photo 1 her sophomore year, which was 
the beginning of her strong passion for photography.  wunderlich said 
after a while she developed a certain photographic style.  

“My photos are usually very dark and creepy,” wunderlich said. “it is 
just kind of how all my art is—i love to take mysterious photos that are 
very ambiguous.”

For most of her photos, wunderlich will set up scenes and use 
people as her main subject, like the example at the left. 

“i think it is most interesting with a human model,” she said. “i do not 
do many still lifes.”

wunderlich has entered the contest three times and submitted 
12 photos to the contest this year alone. However, she said the 
photography process does not always run smoothly. 

“i ran into problems with the alternative process photos and black 
and white,” wunderlich said. “it is very time-consuming to make new 
copies, and often times if there is a problem with your negative, it is 
impossible to really fix it.”

last year wunderlich’s work paid off because she won second place 
in the surreal/image manipulation category. 

 “Having your photo printed really big up in the hallways is the best 
part of winning the photo contest,” wunderlich said. “You know you 
have made your mark on the school and people will be looking at your 
work for years to come.” 

Although wunderlich did not win the contest this year, she 
continues to excel at photography. 

Mystery woman

Senior James Baugh has been interested in photography 
ever since his dad bought him his first digital camera when he 
was in sixth grade. 

Although Baugh said he likes all different types of 
photographs and is still in the experimentation stage, he takes 
a lot of night shots.

“i like long exposures and stuff like that,” Baugh said. 
“especially city shots.”

this year, Baugh entered the photo contest for the 
fourth time. His photos, which did not win due to fierce 
competition, were an arrangement from downtown 
chicago, il to vail, colo. one of Baugh’s typical shots is 
shown at the right

Baugh has shadowed a professional photographer at an 
oSU lacrosse game to sharpen his talent. He said he hopes to 
continue excelling in photography throughout his high school 
career and turn his passion into a job one day. However, he 
notes that it is hard to be very successful in the art world.

“i will always continue to take photos,” Baugh said. 
“Making a living of it would be very difficult, but it is not 
out of the question.”

city slicker

photo by jamesbaugh

photo by margaretwunderlich
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photo by joebiederman

And the 
winners 
are...
Macro/Formalism:  
1. Maggie Sacolick (12)
2. Brenna Smith (12)
   Michelle Botomongo (11)*

Surreal/image Manipulation
1. Joe Biederman (12)*
2. dani Fast (12)
   natalie taylor (12)

Social/political issues
1. taylor close (12)
2. Sophie lee (11)

Alternative processes
1. Kelsey Steger (12)
2. dani Fast (12)

Miscellaneous
1. Maggie Sacolick (12)* 
2. Maryanne Braine (12)*
   Andrea Hulls (12) 

Fashion/ portraiture
1. gena inbusch (11)
2. Jim rayo (12)
   nicole wagner (12)*
   Hana rovin (12)

* indicates photo shown above

photo by maggiesacolick

photo by maryannebraine

photo by nicolewagner

photo by michellebotomongo
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IT

With cold weather here, the 
time for movies is in the air. 
heed the advice below to 
insure you catch a quality film.

New Moon
The phenomenon of last year’s box office smash, Twilight, came 

as a surprise for many. The book series certainly had a strong 
following, but the executives at Summit Entertainment greatly 
underestimated how big the movie would be. A year later, Twilight’s 
sequel, New Moon has been one of the most highly anticipated 
movies of the year. And for fans of the first movie, the second does 
not disappoint.

While the first movie focused on Bella (Kristen Stewart) and 
Edward (Robert Pattinson) falling 
in love, New Moon takes on a 
much darker tone. Within in 
the first 10 minutes of the film, 
Edward and Bella, the seemingly 
perfect, modern day Romeo and 
Juliet—with the small detail that 
Edward is a vampire—break up. 
Needless to say, Bella is devastated by Edward’s departure. As she 
falls into this deep depression, Bella begins to hang out with one of 
her oldest friends, Jacob Black (Taylor Lautner), who turns out to be 
a werewolf. A love triangle ensues as Bella tries to wrangle with her 
conflicting feelings, causing drama for all involved. In the midst of all 
this, Victoria, another vampire, is hell bent on avenging her partner 
James’ death and plans to kill Bella.

The movie is a roller coaster of emotion, but at least there is never 
a dull moment. While some may come out of this movie feeling 
overwhelmed, getting tangled up in Bella’s world is definitely worth it.

the Box
If you could receive a million dollars at the cost of killing 

an unrelated person, would you do it? The Box, directed by 
Richard Kelly and based off of the short story “Button, Button,” 
by Richard Matheson, presents this moral-based question.  

Cameron Diaz plays Norma Lewis, a woman faced with this 
life-altering dilemma. Presented with a box, she can choose one 
of two options. The first option: push the button on the box, 
thereby winning a million dollars yet simultaneously killing 

someone she doesn’t know. 
Option two: leave the box 
alone and everyone lives, yet 
receive no money. Norma and 
her husband Arthur, played by 
James Marsden, struggle with 
their decision throughout the 
film. The family has just found 

out they will no longer get a tuition discount for their son and 
are struggling to make ends meet, so the decision is a tough one.

Although an interesting storyline, it has not been brought to 
its full potential, and it is dragged on too long. The characters 
seem to be in slow motion as they are trying to muddle through 
their decision. Despite a few relatively interesting scenes, the 
film has the capacity to bore someone to tears.

With possibility of being another successful film, like Kelly’s 
Donnie Darko, The Box has missed the mark. It is safe to say 
this “box” is better left unopened.

by kristyhelscel ‘11 & mariapaskell ‘11

courtesy warnerbrothers

Movie: The Box

release Date: nov. 6, 2009

Studio: warner Bros. pictures

rating:  (out of 5)

Holiday Flicks 
Not to Be Missed

courtesy kimberleyfrench/summitentertainment/mctcampus

Movie: New Moon

release Date: nov. 20, 2009

Studio: Summit entertainment

rating:  (out of 5)
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Precious
P

RRetelling Charles Dickens’ classic novel, 
Disney’s A Christmas Carol presents the 
story most people are familiar with. Robert 
Zemeckis, director of the film, follows the story 
line almost exactly.  

The film is animated, which could at first 
drive one to think it is not a traditional story.  
However, the cartoon aspect practically goes 
unnoticed. The cinematographers have done 
an excellent job in making the cartoon appear 
real. The fact that it is animated attracts kids 
to this story as well. There are several parts 
when the spirits can be scary, but the fact 
that it is animated takes away from this being 
too terrifying for older children to watch. 
This movie is not recommended for younger 
children or those who are easily frightened. It 

may cause them to not be able to sleep at night. 
Some scenes, such as the unexplained noises 
in Scrooge’s house or the frightening ghost of 
Christmas future, could be too scary.

When viewing this film, there are several 
options. There is regular viewing, Disney’s 
digital 3D, and IMAX 3D.  Seeing it in IMAX 
did not seem to make much impact. There 
were few things that actually popped out, but 
the movie did have more visual depth. If you 
would rather see a movie with depth rather than 
being flat, 3D is probably for you. However, be 
warned that it may cause motion sickness.

When it comes to the actual plot, the story 
begins with Scrooge ( Jim Carey) as a man who 
hates Christmas. Everyone in the town is afraid 
to be near him, simply because they know his 
reputation. He is full of hate and anger, and only 

concerned with making money. On Christmas 
Eve, he is presented with three spirits; the ghost 
of Christmas past, present and future. Through 
their time travel and clever mind manipulations, 
they help Scrooge see the beauty in life. Waking 
up Christmas day, he is a changed man, walking 
around singing Christmas carols and helping 
children in the streets. The townspeople are in 
disbelief at this sudden character change. 

The moral of this story can be applied to 
everyone’s lives. We must not take for granted 
what is right in front of us and simply appreciate 
who we have in our lives. Otherwise life may 
pass us by.      

a Christmas Carol

courtesy leedanielsentertainment

Movie: A Christmas Carol

release Date: nov. 6, 2009

Studio: disney Studios

rating:  (out of 5)

in the final scene. Not only had she made an 
impact through her last, melancholic speech, but 
through the progress she makes over the course 
of the movie. 

Unfortunately, repetition tints the overall achievement made by 
the story line and actors. Yes, the theme of the movie is consistent, 
but does it need to be reiterated over and over again? One long 
speech is enough to get the job done. And to add to the slight 
disappointment Precious brings, it is available in select theaters 
around the country. Luckily, moviegoers around in Columbus will 
have the chance to see this film at the Drexel Theatre.

Overall, the idea itself is cliche, but the impact it has is not. 
The power of such a story can echo among troubled girls, but it 
takes a truly unique way of telling the story, as Lee Daniels has 
managed, to connect with people everywhere—the moral being 
that life is precious.   

 Part of this movie’s magic comes from its ability to show us what 
we are unable to normally see, or in this case, what we do not want to 
see. Though Precious, based on the novel PUSH by Sapphire, may be a 
look into a world of which we want no part, it allows us to understand 
a tough subject while learning to believe in hope. 

It is not an easy road, however, as hope is hidden underneath the 
movie’s dark and gritty details, those of which make it difficult for any 
movie goer to stomach such a lifestyle. Sixteen-year-old Claireece 
Precious Jones (Gabourey Sidibe) is an obese, illiterate, abused high 
school dropout circa 1987, a time in which 
subjects of welfare had often been neglected or 
forgotten. In effect, Precious creates a fantasy 
world where she can escape to ease the pain 
of her everyday, abusive life. A misconception 
of love, from both her father’s repeated rapes 
and her mother’s abuse, discourages Precious 
from befriending anyone. Precious’ mother 
(Mo’Nique) tries to control her daughter’s life 
through abuse, leading to Precious’ underlying disbelief in love at all. 
Precious seems to lead a life that has never had the chance begin. 

Upon discovering her second pregnancy by her father, Precious 
reaches a low point as she is shuttled out of her school and into an 
educational program for women. For the first time Precious learns 
there are people willing to help her—especially her teacher, Ms. 
Rain (Paula Patton), and a welfare worker (Mariah Carey). The 
walls Precious had built to protect herself from the outside world 
are broken as she allows herself the chance for a normal life. Though 
Precious is held back daily by her abusive mother, a true horror-
movie villain, the viewer watches her slowly come out of her shell. 

Sidibe deserves recognition for her incredible performance 

Movie: Precious

release Date: nov. 6, 2009

Studio: lee daniel’s entertainment

rating:  (out of 5)
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eigHt in Eight students respond to a 
question in eight words

If you had a super power, what would it be?

to be a shape shifter 
werewolf like Jacob.

Senior 
Olivia Von 
Lembcke

to have a 4.0 without 
doing any work.

freshman Michael
 Mayes

i would want to be able to 
teleport.

freshman
Catherine Plasket

An awesome super power 
would be super strength.

Sophomore
alex rosen

i would like to be 
able to disappear.

Sophomore 
Katie 

tomaszewski

i would want to control 
magnetic fields. duh..

Junior Connor
Pitman

i would want to be 
able to fly.

Junior
Jordan John

to have sweet dance 
moves like daniel 
Botomogno.

Senior
Drew Sandbo

welcome to Falling rock national park by Kid Shay
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     Swankiest Retro Alley in Town

www.tenpinalleyandspikes.com614.876.2475

Bowling Volleyball Corporate Parties Corn Hole Youth 
Leagues Birthday Parties Fun Bar & Restaurant Bowling 
Volleyball Corporate Parties Corn Hole Youth Leagues 
Birthday Parties Fun Bar & Restaurant Bowling Volleyball 

Need a boutonniere or corsage?

Flower Galaxy
The Shops on Lane Avenue

1731 W. Lane Ave
Columbus, Ohio 43221

614.488.8789

World-Wide Delivery, ALL OCCASIONS
www.flowergalaxyohio.com

CENTRAL OHIO ENDODONTICS
Practice Limited to Endodontics

Michael E. Whitcomb, Jr., D.D.S., M.S.
Eric R. Menke, D.D.S., M.S.

Steven M. Smith, D.D.S., M.S.
F. Charles Arens, D.D.S., M.S.

6827	N.	High	Street,	Suite	115	•	Worthington,	OH	43085
5152	Blazer	Memorial	Parkway	•	Suite	102	•	Dublin,	OH	43017

Phone: (614) 885-1191 •	Fax:	(614)	885-0677
www.centralohioendodontics.com
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FFrom the World Series 
to the NBA finals to March 
Madness, every sport has 
capped off its season with a 
series of playoff games leading 
to a final game on the national 
stage. These finales create 
excitement that roars through 
the hearts of the typical sport 
fan. The only thing more 
intense than a hyped up 
championship game is a playoff 
in which every team has the 
chance to keep its season alive.

NCAA Division-I college 
football is one of the only 

sports, college or professional, to finish its season without a 
playoff system. Instead, college football follows a controversial 
five bowl game selection series, including a national 
championship, referred to as the Bowl 
Championship Series.

According to the BCS website, 
the BCS mixes a series of polls and 
statistics generated by computers to 
find the two best teams for the National 
Championship. The USA Today Coaches 
Poll, The Harris Interactive College 
Football Poll and the average of six 
computer rankings are averaged together, 
creating the BCS Standings. Each poll 
decides one-third of the total amount of points a team deserves. 

The BCS standings ultimately decide the two top teams 
that would go on to play each other in the championship. Due 
to the amount of polls taken into consideration for a national 
championship birth, two-thirds of the decision is made by 
human opinion. As a result, popular biases factor into the 
decision on who should be representing the nation in the 
national championship and teams that feel they deserve a shot at 
the championship may not get one. 

This is just one reason why a playoff is needed in college 
football. Other than the fact that a bowl series is simply 
less exciting than a playoff would be, there is just too much 
opinion and bias that surrounds the decision of the national 
championship and the BCS bowls.

At a May 1 hearing with the House of Energy, BCS 
coordinator, John Swofford said he thinks a playoff would be 
disrespectful to the beloved, celebrated bowl games. 

“It will be very difficult for any bowl, including the current 
BCS bowls, which are among the oldest and most established in 

the game’s history, to survive,” Swofford said.
But we all know why these bowl games are kept around—the 

money. BCS bowls make most of their money from their 
sponsorships such as Citi, Nokia, FedEx and Tostitos. If these 
bowl games no longer existed, such sponsorships would be up 
in the air, and that is more scary to Swofford and the rest of the 
BCS than a loss of tradition.

Another reason as to why the BCS is unjust compared to 
a playoff is that it favors six, strong conferences known as the 
BCS Conferences. The ACC, Big 12, Pac Ten, SEC, Big Ten and 
the Big East are all considered BCS conferences that are given 
advantages over smaller conferences when it comes time to 
make bowl match-ups.

This discrimination results in disrespect towards teams in 
weaker conferences. In 2007, when pairing up teams for the 
bowl season, an undefeated Boise State team was passed up 
by the once beaten Florida Gators, due to a lack of schedule 
strength on Boise State’s part. The Gators went on to win the 
national championship, but Boise State stole the spotlight, 
upsetting the heavily favored Oklahoma Sooners in overtime 

and ending the 2007 season as the only 
undefeated team in college football.

Utah also crashed the BCS in the 2009 
Sugar Bowl. The Utah Utes went into the 
bowl season undefeated, but were denied 
the trip to the spotlight. They upset 
Alabama, who at the time was ranked 
fourth nationally and missed the national 
title bid to Florida.

This proves that only a playoff system 
is capable of determining the actual best team in the nation. If 
a playoff were introduced into college football, teams like Boise 
State and Utah would have a better chance at making it onto the 
final stage.

If the BCS system were changed, an eight-team playoff 
would be best for all conferences, both strong and weak. Each 
conference champion from a BCS conference would receive a 
playoff bid, leaving two extra spaces that can be filled by either 
teams that finished second in their conference or teams from 
non-BCS conferences. 

The bracket would be similar to the March Madness Elite 
Eight, with regions. Seed ranks would be distributed to teams 
based on where they finished in their conference, first or 
second, and strength of schedule instead of human opinion or 
how much money a college can bring in.

The truth is, a playoff is the only way to solve the controversy 
that the BCS brings on. Experts and analysts will tell you that 
the traditional bowls should not be forgotten, but the way I see 
it, the playoffs are where magic happens.    

BcS bust, playoff is a must
playoffs in college football would make for a much fairer system

bofisher ’11

““There is just too much 
opinion and bias that 
surrounds the desicion of 
the national championship 
and the BCS bowls.
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Fighting the war 
on X-mas

Last year department 
stores such as Walmart and 
Target were criticized for 
using the term “X-mas” in 
their holiday advertising. 
According to Media 
Matters, a notably liberal 
organization, right-wing 
conservatives immediately 
called the “X-mas” trend 
foul, while the liberal 
Democrats countered with 
tons of hippie rhetoric of 
their own.  

 Is it OK for big 
department stores to use 

the term “X-mas” instead of “Christmas” in their holiday 
advertising? While there is no foolproof answer for either 
side, I have compiled a compelling list of reasons why the 
term “X-mas” is infinitely superior to plain old “Christmas.”  

1. It is more X-treme. I don’t know about you, but when 
I’m shredding on my longboard down a slightly inclined 
hill wearing a sweet pair of shades and mid-calf socks, I just 
want everything to be as X-treme as possible.

2. It is easier to write. And we all know there is nothing 
more annoying than having to spell out the entire word 
“Christmas” on every single card you sign. Even Jesus used 
abbreviations (probably).  

3. It is more hip and modern. Kids today expect more 
out of their holidays.  They would rather play their Xboxes 
than roast chestnuts. But do you think these Xboxes would 
be as successful if they were called “Christ”-boxes? I don’t 
think so. 

4. It is easier to text. I personally love to send holiday 
greetings, and since I am an on-the-go person, I am always 
texting and driving. And when the streets are covered in 
beautiful winter snow and glorious black ice, I do not need 
any more additional letters taking my eyes off the road. 

5. It gives Glenn Beck something to talk about during 
the holiday season. If he is not arguing with his guests 
about whether or not the word “X-mas” is destroying 
America, then how else is he going to fill an hour-long 
broadcast? With actual news? Not a chance.

After all of these factually-supported arguments, it 
boggles my mind how anyone can prefer “Christmas” to 
“X-mas”. There is only one choice, and I hope everyone will 
agree with me and begin the X-mas revolution.

And since I have studied this issue X-tensively, I think 
you will all agree that I have the X-traordinary X-perience 
to know what I am talking about.  

evansmith ’11

T

exam change leaves awkward two-week  
stretch after break, as well as an opening 
for a unique learning opportunity
staffeditorial

The change in the date of exams comes as a relief to most students 
for the simple fact that they will not have to stress and study over 
winter break. Though having exams prior to winter break will allow for 
a stress-free holiday, the awkward two weeks after winter break seems 
like a waste. Obviously, the material learned in that period of time will 
not be on the exam, so what exactly will students do during those days 
if the course’s comprehensive midterm exam is already completed? The 
two-week stretch may turn into a time of busy work and dozing off. 

But what if the school could finish first semester two weeks earlier, 
before winter break? Shortening second semester as well could 
provide a four-week period for a “January Term,” or J-Term. 

A J-Term is usually a monthlong program during which students study 
one subject in depth. Not only would students study just one subject, 
but it would be a subject of choice and most likely something the student 
couldn’t fit into his or her schedule previously. This allows for students 
to try new subjects discover new passions. For example, a student whose 
schedule is centered around math and science could experiment with 
an English elective or an arts course. In addition, students could study 
outside of the classroom through field trips or shadowing. If needed, 
struggling students could use this time for make-up work.

J-Terms also allow for learning in a different way, usually with an 
emphasis on firsthand experience. Imagine a student who chose to 
study literature, but instead of sitting in a classroom reading out of a 
textbook, the student is able to travel to Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre. 
Granted, these types of trips would not be for everyone, and expenses 
would be an important factor, but the idea is still one to consider. 

Ultimately, this would be the ideal situation—a time period 
for students to take a break from their usual course work. Students 
would not only be able to relax while learning, but also get a feel for a 
class they might otherwise not have considered taking. 

Of course, this specific idea is just that—an idea. And as of right 
now, students can only speculate how exactly this awkward time 
period would be of use.    

editorial cartoon by aliceo’neill & louward

exams are over, but we 
still have two weeks 

after winter break!

oh man!Busy work?
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George P. Wick, DDS
Family & Cosmetic Dentistry

    Now accepting patients in our new location.

   1234 Old Henderson Road • Columbus, OH 43220

     Phone: 614-268-9443 • www.georgewickdds.com

    Call for an appointment today! T h e  Q u a l i t y  Yo u  E x p e c t . . .  T h e  S e r v i c e  Yo u  D e s e r v e .

Lisa J. Schaber
Proprietor

        (614) 846-9300
Fax: (614) 846-9312

Baking Co., LLC
Where Everyday is a Holiday

1000 High Street, Ste. C
Worthington, OH 43085

Gluten Free Bakery
www.holidaybakingcompany.com


