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“I was surprised when I found out 
I could e-mail back and forth with the 
teacher. I was a little confused with the 
exact requirements of the class,” Lucey 
said. “I think the administration should 
take it upon themselves to outline the 
class and make sure every student has a 
firm understanding of what they’re getting 
themselves into.” 

The requirements for Public 
Speaking include three written speeches 
which are presented during the exam, 

one impromptu speech, 
and a written exam with 
approximately 150 multiple 
choice questions.

While the future of flex 
credit is still unclear, assistant 
principal Emilie Greenwald 
said she sees it as just another 
option for advanced students.

“Flex credit just allows 
students who excel [in a 
subject] get credit for [that 
knowledge],” Greenwald said. 

According to both Greenhill 
and Greenwald, flex credit can 
be a good thing, but it takes 
a lot of careful planning and 

personal reflection, otherwise it can harm 
their future success in the more advanced 
classes in the subject they used flex credit. • 

Few students use new Flex Credit  
option to test out of required coursework
By Parijat Jha, '11 & will Seymour, '11 

principal Kip Greenhill and the faculty 
at UAHS had a tough decision on 
their hands pertaining to the flex 

credit option; although the option was 
mandatory to all schools in the state of 
Ohio when first proposed, schools were 
later given a one-year reprieve from the 
state if they were not ready to use flex 
credit for the 2010-11 school year. Despite 
the short timeframe to prepare and perfect 
the option, the faculty decided to take on 
the project and do the best it could.

After hearing about the flex credit 
option last spring, many students initially 
planned to use the option to flex out 
of required coursework. Some of these 
students later realized the flex credit option 
still requires a fair amount of preparation 
and work. Public Speaking teacher Chris 
Goddard experienced the results of this 
realization firsthand. 

According to Goddard, 27 students 

originally signed up flex out of the course. 
Ultimately, only two students out of the 
original 27 completed the flex credit 
process. Senior Abe Lucey was one of 
these students. He said he used 
the flex credit option so he can 
keep his schedule open for other 
classes he would prefer to take.

Lucey, an IB Diploma 
candidate, doesn’t turn down 
any challenge when it comes 
to his schoolwork and studies, 
but admits that he was weary of 
flexing out of Public Speaking.

“It’s challenging, and flex 
credit definitely shouldn’t be 
used by students who don’t know 
anything about what they’re 
flexing out of,” Lucey said. 

Although Lucey passed the 
class, he wishes he had had more 
contact with the teacher.

Lucey said the point of the flex credit 
option was to learn on your own.

working the system?

senior Abe lucey  
prepares to take his 
exam. Although 27 
students originally 
signed up to flex out 
of public speaking 
over the summer, only 
two took the test and 
prepared speeches.

PHOTO By vinCE CAmillO

Hot Hot Heat
The Basement
Columbus, Ohio
Sunday, Sept. 12, 6 p.m.

Matt and Kim
Newport Music Hall
Columbus, Ohio
Friday, Sept. 17, 7 p.m.

Wiz Khalifa
Newport Music Hall
Columbus, Ohio
Tuesday, Sept. 28, 7 p.m.

Jason Mraz
LC Pavilion
Columbus, Ohio
Wednesday, Sept. 29, 7 p.m.

Band of Horses
LC Pavilion
Columbus, Ohio
Tuesday, Oct. 5, 7 p.m.

Guster
Newport Music Hall
Columbus, Ohio
Friday, Oct. 8, 7 p.m.

Muse
Schottenstein Center
Columbus, Ohio
Tuesday, Oct. 12, 7:30 p.m.

Jonsi
Newport Music Hall
Columbus, Ohio
Saturday, Nov. 6, 7 p.m.

Fall Concert schedule

cd101 summerfest took place on Aug. 9 at lifestyle communities pavilion. As in 
past years, many uA students attended the outdoor event to see popular, local 
bands; however, some chose not to go because of the $20 ticket price, which 
was an increase from the $5 ticket price of former years. 

PHOTO By COrEy mCmAHOn

SOUrCE: TiCkEmASTEr
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sports briefs
By Parijat Jha, ´11

FiEld HOCkEy
Coming off a year where regular season success did not lead to 

post season achievement, the field hockey team hopes that this 
year pans out a little better.  Senior captain Emily Fitz has helped 
the team through a rigorous offseason in which the team has had 
the hurdle of losing 10 seniors. 

"with the young talent we have, and the chemistry that we are 
developing, i hope that we can build a team that goes far this year," 
Fitz said.

BOyS SOCCEr
despite losing several seniors after a successful season last 

year, the boys soccer team looks forward to the upcoming season. 
never having been satisfied with the previous years record the 
team began improving their weaknesses as soon as the season 
ended. Senior captain Alex Clark has led the team through a 
grinding offseason.

“last year we did well in the tournament, and overall it was an 
above-average season," Clark said. "Our weaknesses were fitness 
and conditioning, so we were focused on those aspects during the 
offseason."

girlS SOCCEr
Although the girls soccer team made it to regional finals last 

year, senior captain mary Clare yerke said the Bears hope to 
keep improving this season. 

According to yerke the team has worked hard during 
the offseason, and the fact that the girls have been playing 
together for several years now should help them achieve their 
goals this season.

BOyS gOlF
As the golf team begins pulling out their drivers and putters,  

listening to new head coach ron matz instructions they are 
reminded of the disappointing loss at districts the previous season. 
Senior captain Chris watson predicts a better finish this year.

"last year we were young, but we have built off that 
experience," watson said. "if we play our best at the right time i 
think we can go far this year."  •

Junior captain Rhodes moore leads the team in a physcially grinding 
practice. moore and his teammates hope that tough practices such as 
these will help them have a better season this year.

1. toy story 3 $396.3 99%

2. iron man 2 $311.8 74%

3. twilight: Eclipse $293.1 52%

4. shrek 4 $236.5 58%

5. inception $227.7 87%

6. despicable me $209.4 79%

7. grown ups $155.7 10%

8. the last Airbender $129 8%

9. salt $92 58%

10. Knight & day $74.8 52%  

gross (in 
millions)

Critics 
score

uAHs hires 9 new teachers

summer vacation has officially ended and school is back in 
session. Students now must familiarize themselves with 
new books, new schedules and even new faces; however, 

freshmen will not be the only ones having a hard time with these 
adjustments. Nine new teachers have been added to the UAHS 
staff, with five of them joining the mathematics department. 

Assistant principal Emilie Greenwald noted that only one of the 
five teachers has previous experience teaching high school math. 

“Most of our applicants were young, because they came with the 
knowledge that these jobs are most likely available for one year,” she 
said. “Several math teachers from last year took leaves of absences for 
one year and are most likely returning in the fall of 2011.”

Another reason for the youth of the teachers is the seniority 
policy that exists at UA and most other districts. According to 
principal Kip Greenhill, once a teacher transfers to a different 
school district they are placed at the bottom of that district’s 
seniority list. If budget cuts call for it, teachers are let go by 
seniority, so the last teachers to join a school’s staff are the first 
to go when cuts are made. This policy makes it unlikely for 
experienced teacher to take a temporary position at a new school. 

The five new math teachers who will be joining UAHS this year 
are Matt Solarz, Stephanie Marburger, Cara McNamee, Mindy 
Notestone and Andrew Tweddle. McNamee, Notestone, Tweddle and 
Marburger will be starting their first year teaching high school math. 

Other new teachers at UAHS include Wellness teacher Kelley 
Windle, art teacher Robin Warren, special education teacher 
Gina Smith and global language teacher Xialoi Doty. Doty will be 
teaching Mandarin, which is a new course offering at UAHS.  •

By george kankia, ´11 

SOUrCE: rOTTEnTOmATOES
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at the beginning of August, 
I had the pleasure of 
accompanying about 130 

other students to Camp Swoneky 
for what many of them will go on 
to consider one of the highlights 
of their high school experience. 
It’s something everyone has heard 
of and many have misconceptions 
about; however, I can definitively 
tell you that no matter what it is 
you’ve heard about band camp 
from movies and television, if 
you’ve never been there, then 

you’re entirely wrong.
As hilarious and awesome as it would be if band camp were 

filled with pranks as is done in the pathetically bad movie 
American Pie Presents: Band Camp, it’s 
not. In fact, 99 percent of what movies 
have told you about band camp is the 
exact opposite of what actually occurs. 
The other one percent is that we play 
music there.

It’s actually surprisingly similar to 
most of the camps you’ve encountered. 
The mediocre (or bad, depending on 
how you’re feeling that day) food, the 
sticky sweatiness, the lack of sleep. We 
even have a skit that came this year 
complete with people wearing blankets 
singing the song that Pippin sings in 
Return of the King.

Actually, when I think about it, 
that skit epitomizes band camp. It’s like normal camp with a 
subtly nerdy twist added to it—but in a good way.  It’s like 
the nerdiness of wearing a visor sandals with buckles. Or the 
nerdiness of every character that Michael Cera has ever played in 
a movie.

That nerdiness flows together to make a coherent theme that 

characterizes the band camp experience—and unavoidably affects 
every student who takes part in it.  It’s an experience that cannot 
be duplicated or fabricated.

The primary goal of band camp is to create a show—the 
show we play at the first Friday night football game. Doing so 
is such a feat of organization, I still cannot believe it gets done 
year after year.

During practice one day, I described to some friends how 
much I would love it if I could go to band camp without having 
to work out in the heat, without having to memorize music and 
without have to play my instrument for hours and hours on end.

If only we could sit at the pool all day. If only we could 
just spend time with friends. If only I could sleep in every 
day. What a relaxing, memorable, fun time that would be for 
everyone, right?

But I've since realized that without the work that goes into 
making a great show at band camp, what would band be? It 

would simply be regular camp.
Sure, I guess that can be fun, but it 

would lose what sets band camp apart —
what makes the truly unique experience 
so truly unique.

The last point I want to raise an 
issue that concerns all teams, clubs or 
organizations at the high school level. 
This year I noticed, especially, (probably 
because it is my senior year) the effort 
and thought that goes into ensuring that 
the traditions that take place at band 
camp are done in a fun and welcoming 
spirit, as opposed to hazing.

Thanks in large part to the effort of 
the directors, this year's band camp, like 

those from years before, continued to move in a direction of a 
fun, welcoming and inclusive camp.

That's why, when it comes down to it, the movies you see 
will never capture the spirit of band camp. They love to show 
pranking and the like because it is funny.

But it is not band camp.  •

students at band camp perform 
their first show, set to songs from 
the band Journey.  students 
performed this show at band 
camp and they will also perform 
it at one home and one away 
football game.

PHOTOS By COrEy mCmAHOn

Though portrayed as 
a free-for-all, reporter's 
experience at Band Camp 
reveals fun, hard work

By Corey mcmahon, ´11

“It’s like normal camp with 
a subtly nerdy twist added 
to it—but in a good way.  
It’s like the nerdiness of 
wearing a visor or sandals 
with buckles. Or the 
nerdiness of every character 
that Michael Cera has ever 
played in a movie.”
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In a nation chorusing with the songs of famous 
musicians, UA singers work to share their voices with 
not only  the high school, but the country as well 
By victoria Slater, ´12

s a single, narrow spotlight beamed down upon 
her, junior Erin Casey rested her hands on the cool 
metal of the microphone and parted her quivering 

lips. It was show time and her chance to shine.
Casey remembers the exact nerve-wracking moments when 

she sang her heart out at last year's talent show. But singing is 
not just a pastime for Casey. It’s her life.

“I’ve always known really,” Casey said. “My mom couldn’t 
remember a time when I wasn’t singing or dancing around.” 

Following the lead of many Internet singing sensations, 

Casey uploaded a self-made music video of herself on 
Facebook during her freshman year. Within a few weeks, a 
surge of requests for songs came, and Casey realized that she 
was gaining popularity at a rate she never expected. 

“I kept getting more and more requests until finally, a lot 
of people saw the videos,” she said.

The recognition she received was nothing short of 
rewarding. With a Facebook fan page dedicated to her talent, 
Casey explains she feels prepared to take the next step—
gaining singing acknowledgment at a broader level.

to their

PHOTO illUSTrATiOn By vinCE CAmillO

Junior Erin Casey has released several videos on 
Facebook to showcase her singing talent. many 
students are using social media to try and make a 
name for themselves among their peers.
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Left: 5-year-old Erin casey practices guitar and shares a song with her 
parents. Middle: senior Keeley mcormick (middle) performs in a trio 
during 2009 Fall Follies. Right: 2010 uAHs alum tyler moody (far left) 
sings along fellow Vocal Ensemble members at last year's Fall Follies.

PHOTOS COUrTESy Erin CASEy, nOrwESTEr

“I plan to audition for American 
Idol [next] summer,” she said. “My dad 
promised when I was in the third grade 
that I could do it. Thankfully it is still 
on now that I’m 16.”

However, Casey’s main ambition does 
not lie with American Idol. Rather, she 
said she seems to have her heart set on a 
much more achievable aspiration.

“My biggest dream is to someday 
have a CD,” she said. “Maybe not in the 
near future, but sometime in my life.”

A School with Skill

At UA, Casey is not alone in her 
pursuit for big dreams.

Like Casey, sophomore Meaghan 
Campbell is utilizing the Internet to 
share her voice and to gain recognition 
from the high school. 

“My ultimate singing goal is to 
become a country singer-songwriter,” 
she said. “But my current goal is to get 
my web site and Facebook pages up, so 
more people can hear my music.”

Throughout the past year, Campbell 
has used various opportunities, such as 
the talent show and the Bare Magazine 
CD, to share her voice. 

“I am giving my CD out to people, 
and I’m finding places to perform,” she 
said. “I also submitted two of my songs 
to the Bare CD and they both got in.”

Another well-known singer at UAHS, 
senior Keeley McCormick has high 
hopes for her future singing career. This 
past spring, McCormick auditioned for 
Glee, a musical comedy series that is 

presently one of the top television shows 
in the country. Although she did not 
make it, McCormick continues to keep 
a focus on her high school performances 
as well as gaining recognition from 
various colleges.

“I’ve done the musical every year, and 
I perform with the choir frequently,” she 
said. “I auditioned for a few community 
projects around the city this summer, 
and I’m also sending some songs to a 
representative agency.” 

Like many UAHS graduates, 2010 
alum Tyler Moody is continuing his 
pursuit of a singing career at college. 
During his years at UA, Moody 
performed in a rock band and the elite 
high school singing group, the Vocal 
Ensemble. He additionally landed the 
lead role of Tony in the UA vocal music 
department’s presentation of West Side 
Story last February.

As he enters college as a freshman, 
Moody explained that he plans to 
continue on his route to becoming a 
recording artist. 

“My dream is to become a touring, 
recording musician, and I’ll be pursuing it 
this year at Belmont University,” Moody said. 

 

Although underlying talent and 
various singing skills are vital for any 
aspiring performer, a genuine passion 
for music proves to be most important. 
Casey knows this all too well.

“My love for singing really came 
about when I realized how it made me 
feel,” she said. “Being on stage and 
singing has an indescribable feeling. It’s 
such a rush.” 

Like Casey, McCormick said she does 
not remember a time when she had not 
loved to perform. However, her passion 
is nestled within her need to share her 
talent with others.

“Performing has been a part of my 
life, and for me it’s more about telling 
a story and entertaining people rather 
than fame,” she said. 

Despite a deep passion for 
performing and apparent talent, 
performers are still likely to confront 
challenges along their road to fame. For 
Casey, one of her greatest challenges is 
overcoming the competition that exists 
while pursuing a musical career.

“There are so many challenges for 
singers,” she said. “And there are so 
many talented people.” 

Furthermore, Casey noted that many 
musicians lose themselves in an effort  
to become famous. Casey said she 
believes many will lose sight of their 
ambitions or forget where their passion 
comes from.

“So much talent can get lost in 

“Being on stage 
and singing has an 

indescribable feeling. It's 
such a rush.”

Junior Erin casey

Highs and Lows
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the scramble for fame,” she said. 
“Singers can sometimes lose hold of the 
importance of why they sing.”

The Road to Fame

Before Casey and McCormick can 
gain national recognition in television 
series such as American Idol and Glee, 
they must undergo rigorous audition 
processes to be even considered for  
the shows.

Recalling her audition for Glee this 
past spring, McCormick notes that the 
audition itself was fairly straightforward, 
but she did have to overcome a few 
technological bumps along the way.

“The Glee audition process was as 
simple as posting a video on Myspace,” 
she said. “I had to practice the song,  
and record that and a monologue 
through my computer, but that was 
unfortunate because web cams are not 
the greatest quality.” 

As for Casey’s audition for American 
Idol in the upcoming summer, plans 
remain undecided.

“The American Idol audition process 
actually takes place in the summer,” 
she said. “You go through a series of 
auditions and then you may or may not 
get called back for the show later.”

According to the American Idol 
web site, auditions for the show begin 
in early June in large cities around 
the country. Prospective contestants 
must arrive two days before the initial 
audition to register. If those auditioning 
cannot make it to the set locations, 
they have the option of sending in an 
audition tape through Myspace. 

However, no matter how Casey or 
McCormick's auditions turn out, they 
can always find comfort knowing they 
will learn and grow from the process.

“It’s a little bit of a risk putting yourself 
on the Internet in hopes of something 
where your chances of succeeding are very 
slim,” McCormick said. “But I tried my 
best, and that’s all that I can ask for.”

Casey said she hopes that, ultimately, 
her American Idol audition will give her 
more experience in pursuing her musical 
career and strengthen her singing talent as 
a whole. 

“I want to gain audition practice, to 
be able to share a talent with the world 

in some way, and to have fun,” she 
said. “If I make it, I’ll be with talented 
people who I can learn from.” 

Most of the UAHS singers have 
received a considerable amount of support 
from the high school’s award winning 
vocal music department. The department 
fosters vocal programs that are unique 
compared to others in the area.

According to choir directors Eric 
Kauffman and Amy Leacock, the 

department offers a variety of classes 
for singers to develop and use their 
voice, and different styles of music to 
highlight the individual student’s skills. 
Most importantly, the choral program 
puts emphasis on the teaching of music 
theory and sight-reading. 

For UA 2009 graduate Lauren Motil, 
her experience with sight-reading and 
music theory during her years with the 
vocal music department prepared her 
for college-level music classes and set 
her apart from her classmates.

“Through Mr. Kauffman, I gained 
valuable skills that I use every day in college, 

Ever wondered what 
it would be like to have 
a career as a musician? 
Although television, 
movies and magazines 
associate singing and 
performing with riches 
and glamour, those 
who do make it into the 
music industry face an 
extremely challenging 
and competitive career.

Job description: Job 
includes singers, dancers, 

recording artists, 
composers, those in play 
in an orchestra, record 
scores for movies and 
television shows, song 
writers, conductors.

 College degrees: 
musicians need extensive 
training and require skills 
and knowledge in music, 
especially theory of music. 
in order to make it into 
college as a musician, one 
will need to go through 

rigorous auditions. For 
a career as a musician, 
a master’s or doctoral 
degree is usually needed.

earning statistics: The 
median earnings for 
musicians and singers 
average $22 per hour, for 
religious organizations 
$12.50 per hour, and $24 
per hour in performing 
arts companies. Salaried 
music directors average 
$41,000  a year.

the Career of a Music artist

Career settings

45%
independent 

Performers

33%
Orchestras,  

musical Theater12%
religious/Civic 
Organizations

For the Record
artists' earnings and endeavors 
show range of options

Employment

50%
Self-employed

43%
Employed Part-time

7%
Employed Full-time

A Program Like No Other

  SOUrCE: BUrEAU OF lABOr STATiSTiCS      
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such as sight-reading and rhythm 
reading,” she said. “When I got to college, 
I quickly realized that I was far more 
prepared than a lot of  
my peers.” 

Motil, who in 2009 was chosen as a 
recipient for UA's Keith Krieger Music 
Endowment Fund, an annual music 
scholarship for students who pursue 
performing arts in higher education, 
thanks the vocal music department for the 
opportunities she has gained at Webster 
University.

“The vocal 
music department 
at UA is 
extraordinary 
because students 
aren’t taught to 
be singers," Motil 
said. "They’re 
taught to be 
musicians."

With that being 
so, those who are a part of the UA choral 
program excel in each and every area of 
music, not just sight-reading. 

After four years with the department, 
Moody is aware of how much his singing 
voice has matured.

“I’ve become a better singer as far 
as range, pitch, tone and style are 
concerned,” he said. “The department has 
a strong work ethic thanks to  
Mr. Kauffman and Mrs. Leacock  
who are amazing, talented directors  
and teachers.” 

In addition to music fundamentals, 
McCormick noted that the department 
prepares its students for performances 
with large choirs, where balance and 
harmony are necessary for a rich,  
unified sound.

“Singing with a large choir, like the 
Symphonic Choir, teaches you how to 
work and sing with other people, which 
is important in a professional career," she 
said.

Casey added that she believes the vocal 
music department offers a stress-free 
environment where she can practice her 
singing skills, strengthen her voice, above 
all, enjoy herself.

“The vocal music department is just a 
fun way to share my voice further, mix it 
with other voices and learn some musical 
technicalities,” she said.

With the help of the vocal music 
department, Motil said she feels 
comfortable sharing her experiences 
and struggles with those who are just 
beginning their journey. Now, as she 
begins her sophomore year at Webster 
University, Motil advises ambitious singers 
to be confident and keep an open mind.

“Be bold. Never be afraid to take risks; 
never be afraid of failure,” she said. “If 

you try as hard as you 
can, and if you fail, 
then you have learned 
a thousand times more 
than someone who just 
gets by.”

Moody  also stresses 
the importance of a 
passion and  
an ultimate love  
for singing.

“Never lose sight of why you do what 
you do, whatever the reason may be,” 
he said. “You should always love to do 
what you do, but at the same time you 
have a responsibility to serve others with 
the gift you have been given.”

For McCormick, experience and 
drive prove to be the most important 
aspects of an aspiring performer.

“For all hopeful performers—perform all 
the time and practice as much as possible,” 
she said. “You have to have drive and know 
exactly what you want to make it.” 

Campbell also agrees that experience in 
performing is essential.

“Everything you do gets you noticed 
in some way or another,” Campbell said. 
“Every opportunity I have taken has made 
me a better performer.”

As she moves closer to her goal of fame, 
Casey said she sticks to one rule she cherishes 
above all else.

“Always be confident in yourself. Not 
everyone may like your voice but the 
important thing is that you like it,” she said. 
"You have to be sure of yourself." 

Most importantly, Casey spends her 
moments on stage channeling everything 
into the thing she loves most.

“I always make sure to put my heart 
into my performance and give it my all,” 
she said. 

That way, Casey can always expect a 
standing ovation.  •

“If you try as hard as hard 
as you can, and if you fail, 
then you have learned a 
thousand times more than 
someone who just gets by.”
uA 2009 alumna lauren motil

The Vocal Ensemble

last year's Vocal Ensemble gathers onstage to 
present one of many songs at the 2009 Fall Follies: 
americana. the group consists of 24 members, all of 
whom went through a rigorous audition process. 

The UA vocal music department fosters 
a prodigious group of high school singers 
who comprise the 24-member vocal 
Ensemble. Here is a brief look at the elite 
musical group.

how it began: The ensemble 
originated from a show choir in the 1980s. 
music classes were generally disorganized 
and frequently moved around. wanting 
more extensive singing opportunities, a 
few of the most talented singers came 
together to form the extracurricular vocal 
ensemble.

this Year's ensemble: As well as 
performing a variety of music styles, this 
year, the vocal Ensemble will present a 
holiday theme concert during december, 
which will coincide with the vocal music 
department's presentation of White 
Christmas. Additionally, the ensemble will 
sing at various venues and fundraisers 
throughout the school year.

What audiences Can expect:  
The ensemble is an impressive show 
choir that demonstrates the height of the 
high school’s singing talent. Those in the 
ensemble are responsible, energetic and 
talented musicians who can provide a 
wholesome sense of harmony, confidence 
and amusement. vocal ensemble 
members are true role models and 
representatives of the of musical talent 
that exists at UAHS.

prerequisites: Those wishing to be part 
of the ensemble must have a good singing 
background, excel in sight reading, be 
able to sing alone or with a group, be 
independent, cooperative and original, 
and must go through an audition process 
with call backs.

PHOTOS COUrTESy  UA vOCAl mUSiC dEPArTmEnT

Words of Wisdom
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i f it meant leaving the United States for five weeks just to relieve himself 
of his typical summer routine, senior Ted Langhorst was up for the special 
opportunity. As a participant in Friendship Connection, a student exchange 

program that connects Midwest high school students and high school students from 
all over Germany, Langhorst traveled about 4,300 miles to the town of  
Lich, Germany. 

“It was definitely better being in Germany for half the summer,” Langhorst said, in 
comparison to a typical summer he would have had at home in UA.

Since Langhorst's exchange friend's school was still in session at the time, Langhorst 
had the chance to accompany his exchange friend at his school and observe their school 
system. Langhorst found their emphasis on their English program interesting and unique.

“They have a really good English program: it includes a math [component] so it’s 
not just learning the language [alone]," Langhorst said. "Everybody also spoke English 
there really well. They all spoke better English than we spoke German.”

For Langhorst, the largest difference between Germany and the United States was 
the basic architecture and feeling of the cities. When observing the older architecture 
in their cities, he said he felt that they gave off a more historic and classic 
atmosphere than in his hometown.

“Everything in Germany was created before America was even thought of,” 
Langhorst said. “So, it’s a lot more historic.  You can tell it’s a big part of [their] 
history, unlike downtown Columbus.”

For Langhorst, his German experience was a success and a big change from a typical 
summer in Upper Arlington. He said he feels that it could be a fun trip for anybody.  •

Senior Ted Langhorst

senior ted langhorst (left) and exchange student 
Julian in lich, germany, sporting each other's 
hometown sports team shirts. langhorst spent five 
weeks in germany this past summer.

PHOTO COUrTESy rOmAnA krAFT

By Bo Fisher, '11 and Ceri Turner, '12
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The opposite  of the
summer slaCker

While most students found themselves stuck in a slow 
summer drag, some did their best to break free from 
their daily routines. From mission trips in Haiti and 
Honduras to cliff diving in the depths of the Grand 
Canyon, seven students explored the open-ended 
opportunities provided by the summer break.
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summer vacation has been the complete 
opposite of a break for senior Mitch White, 
who has taken an active role in annual 

mission trips to Honduras for the past five years. 
Whether it was assisting doctors in surgery, 
planting trees or spreading soil, White had a hand 
extended in every direction.

This summer’s mission trip was a bit different 
from previous years for White. According to White, 
in the first four years of helping the Hondurans, he 
performed one specific task, whether it was in the 
medical section or housing development; but this 
year he was given the opportunity to help in every 
possible way with an internship.

“The internship was sort of a mix of all different 
stuff,” White explained. “We would do whatever 
they needed us to do. We would spread dirt and 
also plant pine trees.”

Although White was not asked to help the 

doctors with their surgeries this summer, he 
said he recognizes that their medical situation 
is the most urgent of all tasks.

“There’s a huge medical need. There are a 
lot of hernias there, so there is a large need for 
surgeries. But medically there’s not much I 
can do but help the doctors.”

For White, this experience along with 
those of previous summers were well 
worth the manual labor and demanding 
assignments. He strongly suggests mission 
trips to any country, especially to students 
his age.

“I would recommend it to anybody 
who wants to help, especially high school 
students,” White said. “The big awakening 
is realizing how little these people have and 
yet how thankful they are for the  
little things.”  •

this summer, 
freshman 
Meghan 

McGuire went to 
school. 

For a week in 
July, McGuire 
and her church, 
Upper Arlington 
Lutheran, traveled 
to Ouanaminthe, 
Haiti to provide 
a combination 
summer camp 
and vacation Bible 
school for school-
age children. The 
camp had school 
in the mornings 
and provided organized activities such as dancing, crafts and 
sports like basketball and volleyball for the kids in the afternoon. 
McGuire’s fifth grade class was learning about Noah’s Ark. 

“They are so happy and so excited about learning new 
things, they go to school at 6 in the morning and they don’t 
want to leave at the end of the day,” she said. “It really showed 
me how much we should be thankful for our education because 
not all children have the opportunities that we are able to have 
in America.” 

This is Upper Arlington Lutheran’s fifth summer camp 
mission to Ouanaminthe, but McGuire’s first. She found it to be 
an amazing learning experience. 

“I learned that the Haitian people are very appreciative of 
what they have even though we think it may not be much,” she 
said. “By [American] standards, [our translator] did not have 
much in the way of electricity or running water, but to him, he 
was rich because he had a bed to sleep in and a family who loves 
him very much.”  •

for senior Lauren Hall, traveling to Europe has been a long-
held dream that has finally come, for Hall and her mother 
visited London, Paris, and Ireland this past August.

“This was the first time I had ever been out of the country,” she 
said. “So everything from getting my passport stamped to taking 
in the different cultures and beautiful atmosphere was exciting.”  

First, Hall spent several days touring London. Big Ben, 
Buckingham Palace and high tea at Harrods she said, were 
highlights of that particular leg of her vacation. Next on the 
agenda was Paris, which included a visit to the Eiffel Tower.

“By far, the most exciting part was seeing the Eiffel Tower for 
the first time,” said Hall. “I was speechless. [I] couldn't believe I 
was really there.”

Hall said she also enjoyed seeing the Palace of Versailles, 
The Louvre, the Arc d' Triomphe de l'Étoile, Notre Dame, and 
walking and shopping along the Avenue des Champs-Élysées.

For the last two 
weeks of her vacation, 
Hall visited Ireland. 
She stayed in a town 
called Sligo with several 
long-time family friends 
before continuing to 
Northern Ireland and 
Belfast. In Ireland, Hall 
toured castles and saw 
such landmarks as the 
Lake Isle of Innisfree, 
Giant’s Causeway, and 
the Cliffs of Moher. 

According to Hall, 
trying all the different 
foods and delicacies 
and the experiences she 
had with the people 
in each country could 
never be forgotten.  •

Senior Mitch White

senior mitch white works with a young 
Honduran boy. white spent two  
weeks this summer in honduras 
building houses, planting trees and 
spreading soil.

PHOTO COUrTESy miTCH wHiTE

Freshman Meghan McGuire
PHOTO COUrTESy mEgHAn mCgUirE

Freshman meghan mcguire hands out toys to the 
kids of her fifth grade class. this was mcguire's first 
mission trip to haiti.

Senior Lauren Hall
PHOTO COUrTESy lAUrEn HAll

senior lauren hall beneath the eiffel tower 
in paris, France. hall also visited london 
and ireland.
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plane, bus, train, bus and a return 
flight. For three weeks during 
June and July, junior Elizabeth 

Yutzey toured Peru’s Sacred Valley 
with National Geographic Student 
Expeditions. 

The expedition began and ended in 
Lima, Peru, but according to Yutzey, 
the trip really began when they went 
to Ollantaytambo, Peru, where they 
visited Machu Picchu, stopping in 
Lamay on their way to Cusco, and 
finally circling back to Lima.

“We learned a lot about 
photography, archaeology and Incan 
culture and history,” she said. “But we 
also did tons of fun stuff, [everything 

from] whitewater rafting and salsa 
dancing lessons to a seven kilometer 
hike up to a camping spot in an  
Incan Quarry.”

In addition to the slew of 
educational and recreational activities, 
Yutzey had a unique service-learning 
opportunity in Lamay. 

“We stayed at Casa de Milagros, an 
orphanage, and we helped out while 
we were there,” she said.

Yutzey has returned from Peru not 
only with new memories from the trip, 
but a new take on life. 

“[My trip] has influenced me to see 
the world and just put myself in new 
places,” she said.  •

Junior Elizabeth Yutzey

the one thing 
that junior 
Summers 

Hammel missed 
the most after her 
eight-day river 
rafting adventure 
was a shower.

 “The trip gave 
me a lot more 
appreciation for all 
the little things," 
Hammel said.

This past July, 
Hammel and her 
family went on 
a Grand Canyon 
river rafting trip.

After flying into 
Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, Hammel and her family drove five hours to Flagstaff, 
Arizona. From Flagstaff, they drove an additional two hours to 
Lee’s Ferry.

“Lee’s Ferry is where the ‘put-in’ is, where we inflate the rafts 
and pack up all the coolers and dry bags for our trip,” Hammel 
said. “From then on, the only mode of transportation is rafting.”

In addition to rowing the river and riding the rapids, Hammel 
hiked, camped and cliff-dove all up and down the Canyon—all 
without a guide to help her along the way.

“[I feel that] it gave the trip a lot more freedom,” she said. “It 
was nice to be on our own time schedule.” 

The freedom that Hammel enjoyed during her trip is undeniably 
unique. According to the National Park Service, in year's past, the 
waiting list for a private Grand Canyon trip permit was up to 25 years.

“It’s hard not to appreciate what you’re doing when you’re 
floating down the Colorado River looking up at the walls of the 
Grand Canyon with nothing else to worry about,” she said. “[The 
trip] helped me disconnect from everything and just relax.”  •

PHOTO COUrTESy ElizABETH yUTzEy 

if you walk into sophomore Christine Jones’s home, chances 
are there will be at least one cardboard box tucked into a 
corner, overflowing with an abundance of horsemanship 

ribbons. Over the course of nine years, Jones has earned over 
five hundred awards: an impressive display of success. 

As a member of the Ohio Hunter Jumper Association, 
Jones’s summer was spent traveling throughout Ohio to a total 
of six horse shows.

“It’s a lot of work, but it’s even more fun,” she said. “[At 
horse shows] you get to go a lot of interesting places and meet a 
lot of interesting people.”

The most recent show took place in Delaware, Ohio. Of 
the 50 events offered at the competition, Jones and her horse, 
Dillon, competed in several jumping competitions as well as 
the appearance-based flat and equitation classes. 

She earned 
two firsts in her 
jumping class, 
a third, fourth 
and fifth in her 
flat class, fifth 
in jumping 
equitation, a 
sixth in flat 
equitation and 
a third in the 
Evening Classic.

“Every single 
first place you get 
is really just a big 
accomplishment,” 
she said. “Even 
though you may 
have done it a 
million times 
before, knowing 

that you have put that much effort into it every time makes 
[all the hard work] worthwhile.”  •

Junior Elizabeth Yutzey (top row, second from the left) with her 
national geographic tour group in peru. Yutzey spent three 
weeks touring peru's sacred Valley.

Sophomore Christine Jones

sophomore Christine Jones and her horse, 
dillon, execute a jump during a recent horse 
show in delaware, ohio. Jones is currently 
ranked eighth in the state in her jumping class, 
children's Hunter pony.

PHOTO COUrTESy CHriSTinE JOnES

PHOTO COUrTESy SUmmErS HAmmEl

Junior summers hammel rides the rapids during 
a recent trip down the Colorado river. hammel 
explored the grand canyon for eight days in July. 

Junior Summers Hammel



let's work to break the vicious cycle
there’s a real problem 

going on at this high 
school. Freshman guys 

in particular need to take 
note, because their viable 
options for pursuing a 
relationship with a nice young 
girl will soon be dwindling.

Some of the best female 
candidates are being taken 
by guys in the grades 
above them, and this is a 
serious issue. It perpetuates 
the vicious cycle that has 
continued far too many years. Many guys are 
dating girls in the grades below them due to 
older guys taking the girls in their grade. This 
makes every guy the enemy of those in the 
lower grades, and leaves all unhappy. 

I have studied the cycle, and I am in 
the final stages of issuing a multi-front 
program designed to further stimulate the 
testosterone of young males. This “stimulus 
package” includes various motivational 
and psychological plans: a lesson in female 

seduction by Congressman 
and noted womanizer Barney 
Frank, and a mandatory 
screening of Old Spice “The 
Man Your Man Could Smell 
Like” body wash commercials 
for seven hours straight. 

These efforts, however, 
are not enough, according 
to certain date-your-own-
grade movements. One 
such political group, the 
Tea Party movement, aims 
at increasing the male 

macho sentimentality and bringing back 
pride amongst male high school students. 
Unofficial Tea Party spokesperson Sarah Palin 
described the cornerstone of the movement.

“The whole notion behind our name, the 
Tea Party movement, is that we don’t want 
young high school males to be sitting like little 
girls at a Tea Party,” Palin said. “We want them 
to learn to shoot guns, chew tobacco and grow 
hair on conspicuous areas of their bodies.”

The Tea Party, in a partnership with 

Rogaine, is now set to release Rogaine for Boys 
in an attempt to further male hair growth.

In my research on this issue, I found an 
inside source who has given me classified 
information regarding the new plans made 
by our government. My source, who I will 
refer to as Deep Voice so as to assure his 
anonymity, claims that the issue does not 
extend only to high schools.

“I can’t reveal pure information, I can only 
guide you,” Deep Voice said to me. "I’ll just 
say, this goes all the way up to the top—to 
the very top. The top office in the land.”

With Deep Voice’s aid, I uncovered some 
startling truths. Even President Barack Obama 
is not immune; his own wife, Michelle 
Obama, is three years younger than him—the 
equivalent of a senior dating a freshman.

With the highest ranking political figures 
themselves in on the vicious cycle, there may 
be no solution to this problem. My heart is 
with the young freshman guys who will soon 
face a harsh dose of reality. My only solace is 
that I have already weathered the storm and 
have emerged a tall, fully formed male.  •

By Evan Smith, ´11

eight in
EigHT STUdEnTS rESPOnd TO A qUESTiOn in EigHT wOrdS

What was the highlight of your  
summer break?

going kayaking and swimming  
in lake michigan everyday.
   

Senior Grace Crumrine

going to California  
on vacation was very fun.
 Sophomore  

William Lariviere

Sneaking out at lake 
Erie with my  friends.

Freshman
Klea Murati

going to the rascal 
Flatts concert in August.

Sophomore 
Elise Poole

going on vacation 
with my friends 
and family.

Junior
James Lowrey

Having fun at the beach  
in north Carolina.

Junior 
Olivia  Menden

going  to Florida for 
two weeks was great.

Freshman
Corbin Sturgill

i enjoyed hanging 
at parties with my 
friends.

Freshman
Corbin Sturgill
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Arlingtonian is a student-produced newsmagazine published approxi-
mately every four weeks by Journalism III-A students at Upper Arlington 
High School. The publication has been established as a public forum for 
student expression and for the discussion of issues of concern to its audience. 
It will not be reviewed or restrained by school officials prior to publication 
or distribution.  

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student expression, the editorial board, 
which consists of the staff’s top editors, will determine the content of the 
newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; therefore, material may not nec-
essarily reflect the opinions or policies of Upper Arlington school officials.  

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, guest columns and news 
releases from faculty, administrators, community residents, students and the 
general public. The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves the right to with-
hold a letter or column and return it for more information if it determines 

the piece contains items of unprotected speech as defined by this policy. 
As a public forum, all letters and columns meeting the above criteria will 

be posted in full on the Arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.com for a 
minimum of four weeks.  Arlingtonian and its staff will strive to publish only 
legally protected speech following the legal definitions for libel, obscenity 
and invasion of privacy. 

The staff will also refrain from printing stories that create a material 
disruption of school activities. Because the Arlingtonian staff will determine 
content of the publication, it will therefore also take complete legal and financial 
responsibility for what is printed.Arlingtonian will not avoid publishing a story 
solely on the basis of possible dissent or controversy. 

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing and production costs 
through advertising sales, subscription sales and other fundraisers. The edi-
tor or co-editors shall interpret and enforce this editorial policy.
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wikileaks raises serious issues about 
journalism ethics, newsroom obligations

over the summer, an organization called 
WikiLeaks, which had in its possession over 
90,000 military documents concerning 

U.S. involvement in the Middle East, released them 
despite the fact that many of them were classified the 
Defense Department.

Putting aside the controversy that has surrounded 
the organization and its founder Julian Assange, the 
role played by the three news organizations to whom 
the documents were first disclosed, The New York 
Times, the U.K.'s The Guardian, and Germany's 
Der Spiegel, as well as other news organizations 
exemplifies an important gray area in journalism.

On the one hand, news organizations have 
a responsibility to report on news which affects 
the public. Furthermore, when it has access to 
documents, like the ones from WikiLeaks, it has a 
responsibility to comb through them to reveal what 
they can about U.S. military actions.

On the other hand, these news organizations 
need to bear in mind the effect that their actions 
have on the actions and security of U.S. armed 
forces and non-military members mentioned in 
the documents.

As Mark Mazzeti, a reporter from The New York 
Times who looked through the documents put it, 

"The overarching test is: Is it in the public interest 
and is it in the interest of our readers to know a 
certain fact vs. Can this do real harm to someone?"

These news organizations sought to walk a 
fine line, and in doing so risked serious ethical 
implications. However, their courage to take on 
the ethical dilemma gives us hope about quality 
journalism in the modern age.

Kristy Helscel & Corey McMahon
co-Editors in Chief

despite shaky start, flex credit is a good idea
Staff Editorial
 

this summer saw the launch of the flex credit option, a 
highly-anticipated program for students to complete high 
school course requirements in multiple ways, including 

regular enrollment in the course, testing out through an exam or 
completing an “educational option.”

Such options were met with elation by many students, who 
declared their intent to test out of a class so they could get a year 
ahead in their studies, such as fulfilling their Public Speaking 
requirement over the summer, or testing out of a basic math course 
in order to move into the next level in the upcoming school term.

Though in theory flex credit is an incredibly innovative 

educational resource, it came to the high school this year with 
multiple flaws. Most prominently, a lack of information made it 
difficult for students to know what to study. Although some classes 
had materials posted online, many students were unaware of such 
resources. Additionally, some students found it difficult to contact 
teachers and administrators with questions.

Further, no flex credit tests should ask students to achieve tasks 
they wouldn’t need to complete if they took the actual course. The 
fitness test required of Physical Education test-takers was far more 
rigorous than what would be asked of a student after taking Walking 
For Fitness, or even the standard P.E. class.

Such issues need to be resolved if flex credit is ever to reach its 
educational potential.  •
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