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Where Art Thou 
Gov. show?

by natasharIngnalda, ’13, 
and pattyhuntleY, ‘13

Walking into the high school on 
a typical Saturday morning 
turns into the viewing of nearly 

1,200 pieces of artwork entered into 
The Governor’s Youth Art Exhibition’s 
region one judging day. Paintings fill the 
hallways along with many other mediums 
of artwork, all crammed together and 
awaiting the possibility of placing in the 
first round of this competition. 

The 2013 regional judging occurred 
March 3, followed by the state judging 
March 9. UAHS hosted region one for 
the last time after seven years. Thad 
Ricker, a Hilliard Davidson High 
School art teacher and director of 
the exhibition, said event organizers 

are now searching for a new hosting 
venue for region one judging of The 
Governor’s Youth Art Exhibition. 

Due to family commitments, UAHS 
art teachers Alicia McGinty and Mark 
Nagel said they have decided to no longer 
continue hosting one of the 15 regional 
judgings that take place on the same day 
to move on to the state competition.

Even though the judgings will no 
longer be held at UAHS next year, 
McGinty said the change in location 
should have little effect on students.

“While the hosting of the regional 
and state judging here at UA has allowed 
the teachers and students to easily drop 
off and pick up their artwork, the change 
of venue should not affect the UA 
students at all,” McGinty said. “Next year 
the teachers and students will deliver 

their artwork to another school in the 
region and the art will go through the 
same process.”

The competition, which has been 
running for 43 years, is open to all Ohio 
high school students. Categories include 
sculpture, mixed media, fibers, painting, 
video and drawing. These categories 
are separated into different locations 
within each judging region in order for 
the judges to view all of the submissions 
from each category at once.

“At the state level, judges are 
recommended by the sponsoring 
institutions [and are] usually [teachers] 
from their school,” Ricker said. 
“Submissions [for a judging position] are 
reviewed by me, and selections are made 
to create a balance: men and women, 
2-D and 3-D backgrounds.”

As the 2013 judging for the Youth Governor’s Art Exhibition  
comes to a close, the director reflects on the future of the show 

This set called “Kings Claw” was created by 
senior Courtney Berger.  The Jewelry portion was 
very small in the regional judging.  It succeeded and 
went through state judging, going through to the 
top 300 pieces. 

“Terraqueous”, sculpted by senior Josh Jackson, 

was one of the first pieces chosen in the regional 

judging. Though this piece did not go through to  

the state judging, it stood out with its sign in front 

that said “Feel free to touch”.

This mixed media entry, created by senior Jacob Conrad, titled “Aspen Exposed” is a 2-D needle-felted piece created with wool roving. Though this piece was not selected in the state judging, it was unique in being one of the few needle-felted pieces entered.   
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This year 30 students from UAHS 
went through to the regional judging 
level. Thirteen students then placed in the 
top 300, and a few select pieces will be 
on display in the governor’s office. This is 
out of the 2,500 chosen pieces from the 
regional judging where 12,000 entries 
were submitted among the 15 regions.

After this year, some students believe 
a new location could have negative effects 
on UA art students. Junior Sean Garrett, 
a ceramics student, has entered 
his artwork in the Governor’s 
Show for the past two years. 
He said the change in location 
may take away the motivation 
to compete for some students.  

“The Governor’s 
Show gave this school a 
great sense of pride and 
accomplishment,” Garrett said. “With it 
now moved, [students] might work less 
and submit less because the opinion of 
the show will fade.”

Additionally, students looked at 
the competition as a way to further 
themselves academically, because 
students who place in the show have 
the opportunity to receive scholarships. 
Garrett said the show has had a 
significant impact on his artistic pursuits 
and ways to achieve them. 

“I’m majoring in ceramics in college, 
so I had wanted to see how my artistic 
abilities could match others,” Garrett 
said. “Also, I had heard of the different 
opportunities awarded to those who go 

far in the competition, so obviously that 
was somewhat of a push to have me enter 
my pieces.”

Although the competition is a way 
to get one’s art displayed and discovered 
by schools, placing in either the regional 
or state show does not guarantee a 
scholarship from any particular college.

“Scholarships are offered to seniors by 
over 30 universities and colleges of art,” 
according to govart.org. “The selection 

of students to be offered scholarships is 
left strictly up to those institutions who 
offer them.” 

According to Ricker, if the show 
cannot be held at Hilliard Davidson as a 
last resort, then there is a chance that the 
show may not be held at all. He believes 
the show should be held in central Ohio, 
restricting the options, and that finding 
teachers willing to host may be another 
difficulty.

“I am hopeful we will find a place to 
hold the judgings, it really needs to be 
held at a high school in the central Ohio 
area,” Ricker said. “It is a lot of work, so 
teachers might be hesitant to add this to 
what they already do.” 

Not having the Governor’s Show in 
2014 could be a possible letdown for 
many of Ohio’s high school students 
involved in art, according to Garrett, as 
they would be losing a chance to view 
one another’s art, compete for placement 
in the judging and potentially recieve 
scholarships from schools. 

“I believe this show has made a large 
impact within the art community within 
this high school,” Garrett said. 

Garrett views the 
Governor’s Show as a beneficial 
aspect for competition among 
students that they would 
otherwise not have. 

“During school there 
isn’t competition between 
students, so this show gives 
us a different and important 

experience,” Garrett said.
From competition to experience, the 

Governor’s Youth Art Exhibition is a 
great way to start up an artist’s career, 
according to Ricker. The show allows 
students the opportunity to receive 
scholarships for colleges of art and to 
begin their road to success. 

“Entering shows is part of what 
artists do, so this is good experience 
for student artists. For those who are 
recognized, I hope it is a positive and 
encouraging thing,” Ricker said.  
“For those who do not get work 
selected I am sure it is disappointing, 
but hope they are not discouraged 
from making art.” 

“Manhattan,”  created by senior Michael Wagner, 

was very successful during both the regional and 

state judgings. Wagner’s piece was made from six 

different types of wood, and placed in the top 300 

in the state judging.  

This photograph taken by senior Audrey Hall, 
titled “As Time Goes By,” passed both the state 
and regional judgings.  It claimed a spot in the 
top 300 pieces in the state. 

One of the top 300 winners in the state judging, 
junior Mimi Stilman produced this piece titled 
“Getting Where I Want to Go”.  This video entry 
can be viewed at: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=TxCAQ6B3hiw

‘‘
Next year the teachers and 
students will deliver their 

artwork to another school in the region and 
the art will go through the same process.”

Art  Teacher Alicia  McGinty
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 Calendar Changes
Board modifies 2012-13 and 
2013-14 school calendars to 
enhance security in the district

the school board approved one change 
each in this year’s and next year’s academic 

calendars. according to an e-mail sent by 
principal Emilie Greenwald, the board 
approved these changes in order to enhance 
safety and security for the district’s students, 

employees and visitors to its schools.
the first change will impact the current 

school year; the district applied to the ohio 
department of education and was granted a 
“professional development Waiver day” on 
tuesday, May 28 in order to conduct a full staff 
safety and lock-down enhancement training. this 
revision in the calendar for the 2012-13 school 
year means that students’ Memorial day holiday 
weekend will be extended an additional day.

the second calendar change will occur 
during the 2013–14 school year. the fall 
professional development day—a day for 
employees only—was previously scheduled 
for Monday, oct. 21; however, it has been 
moved to tuesday, nov. 5: election day. the 
change means that voters will no longer be in 
the building while students are in attendance.  

 Ua reCeives high marks
dept. of ed. ranks ua as top public 
school district in Franklin county

though listed third overall, upper arlington 
city school's performance index ranking 

placed the district as the top public school 
district in Franklin county, according to the 
ohio department of education's recently 
released report cards, which are based off the 

2011-12 school year. 
columbus preparatory academy, with 647 

students, and arts & college preparatory acad-
emy, with 240 students, ranked first and second, 
respectively. ua has 5,585 students, district-wide.

the ode also ranks high schools based off 
a calculation that factors in ogt scores as well 
as other data regarding schools' progress.  

coming in just behind dublin Jerome high 
school, uahs ranked second in Franklin county. 
dublin Jerome received a pi score of 112.057, 
and uahs received a pi score of 111.471. 

 Poetry oUt loUd
ua contender places third in state

senior Stewart Silver, who won the ua 
poetry out loud competition, placed third 

in the March 16 state competition held at ohio 
dominican university. 

thirty-seven students across ohio 
presented two poems each. based on their 
scores, six students presented a third poem in 
a final round of competition. 

Taribo Osuobeni of Westerville placed 
first; he will represent ohio in the national 
competition in Washington d.c. Amelia 
Brownstein of bexley was runner-up.

I n - b r I e f

Faculty members across the district will meet at UAHS 
May 28 for safety and lock-down enhancement 
training. This professional day for teachers is a 
last-minute change to the district's calendar that 
lengthens the Memorial Day weekend for students.

iMage courtesy upper arlington high school
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by daveystrahm, ‘13

Sexting: a term coined in this 
technological era that refers to the 
act of distributing sexually explicit 

photographs or videos, primarily between 
mobile phones. In February 2013, sexting 
took a devastating toll on the lives of 
hundreds of Madeira High School 
students in southern Ohio after a sexting 
incident went too far. 

Madeira police believe that hundreds 
of students may have been involved in 
circulating cellphone photos and videos 
of nude or sexually involved students. 
One student is facing felony charges and 
has been expelled from school.

According to the American Civil 
Liberties Union, sexting images of 
minors in Ohio is punishable under 
two separate felony charges, the first of 
which is “Pandering Sexually Oriented 
Matter Involving a Minor.” This is a 
fourth degree felony and is punishable by 
six-to-18 months in prison. If it involves 
a sexual offense, an additional five years of 
mandatory parole is also required. 

The second offense is “Illegal Use of 
Minor in Nudity Oriented Material or 
Performance.” The ACLU states that the 
degree of the felony conviction depends 
on whether someone transfers material—a 
second degree offense—consents to 
photographing—a fourth 
degree offense—or possesses 
or views the material—a 
fifth degree offense.

With the many different 
ways in which sexting can 
occur, punishment is a 
difficult decision to make.

“Because it can take so 
many forms, like unkind text messages, we 
look at that like a bullying situation and 
follow the protocol for that,” Greenwald 
said. “It falls into that, we don’t know until 
we see the whole picture and investigate 
the scenario.”

Assistant principal Tom Cochran 
said sexting is a trend of which the 
administration is aware.

“As administrators and as parents it is 
very concerning, because as we begin to 
see more stuff in the newspapers you start 
to hear more about the trend of sexting,” 
he said.

Despite the severity of the risks 
involved with these scandals, students 
continue to distribute and participate in 
the spreading of these images. Greenwald 
said one sext message can quickly spiral 
into a significant issue.

“I think a lot of times what happens 
is you think something is going to be 
innocent or it is going to be something 
sent as a close friend, and then things go 
viral,” Greenwald said.

The widespread problem of sexting 
bears out in national stats. According to a 
2012 national survey done by the website 
Parentzilla, 48 percent of teens admitted 
to having received a sext and 39 percent 
admitted to having sent a sext. Of these, 
86 percent said they “got away” with 
sending or receiving the sext. 

In an attempt to address the issue, the 
UA administration has taken action. 

“This fall we had a gentleman come 
in and talk about [it] with the students, 
and we are trying to be more proactive,” 
Greenwald said.

The website Connect Safely also gives 
adolescents tips for handling a situation 
involving sexting.

“If a sexting photo arrives on your 
phone, first, do not send it to anyone else 
(that could be considered distribution of 
child pornography). Delete the photo(s),” 
it states. “If it would help—especially 
if you’re being victimized—talk with a 
parent or trusted adult. Tell them the 
full story so they can figure out how to 
support you.”

Cochran said that information is the 
key to stopping sexting incidents. He said 
students need to be educated on how to use 
the technology safely and appropriately.

“I have always said, if you are not 
willing to write that down on a piece 
of paper and let an adult read it, then 
you probably shouldn’t be sending it,” 
Cochran said. 

Cochran also said inaction could be 
contributing to this problem.

“If I asked you: Have you ever 
witnessed someone being bullied? You 
would probably say, ‘Yes.’ Then if I asked 
you: Have you ever seen something 
inappropriate in a text, even if it wasn’t 
about you or directed toward you? You 
could probably say, ‘Yes,’” he said. “Well 
my next question would be: Did you 
do anything about it? I think it is very 
difficult for a student to stand up and do 
something because it is not ‘cool.’”  

Texts Gone Wild!
Recent incidents in Ohio spark conversation over youth sexting of minors’ images

‘‘A lot of times what 
happens is you think 

something is going to be 
innocent... then things go viral.”

Principal Emilie Greenwald

Sexting Stats
National survey on youth 
sexting shows support for 
education over punishment

81% attend education/counseling 
program

76% require schools to give students 
& parents information on sexting

75% perform 24 hours of 
community service

44% fine less than $500

25% fine more than $500

20% prosecute for sexual abuse

18% treat as a sex crime/register as 
a sex offender

source: c.s. Mott children's hospital 
national poll on children's health, 2012

Question: what penalties would you 
support for minors who send a sext 
message of themselves or other minors?
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the acceptance letters have been 
ripped open, and the enrollment 
checks are sent. Now the only step 

left in the college preparation process 
is to find the perfect roommate. In past 
years, colleges have taken the lead in 
this aspect of university life by either 
randomly assigning roommates or using 
their own questionnaires to find matches. 
However, recently an increasing amount 
of incoming students have chosen to 
forgo the school’s system and find their 
own roommates online in an attempt to 
ensure a perfect match.

This growing trend of finding one’s 
roommate online began with the 
site Room Surf in 2009, which 
holds networks for over 1000 
colleges. According to the site, 
their matching process starts 
by allowing students to create a 
profile and connect with their 
school’s network on the site. Next, 
students fill out a roommate 
survey, in which they answer questions 
about their personality and living style, as 
well as how they would like their future 
roommate to respond and the importance 
of each issue on the quiz. Finally, the site 
pairs students based on compatibility.

However, Room Surf is not the only 
way for students to go about finding a 
roommate, as Facebook is now used as a 
medium to discover matches. Multiple 
colleges have now set up their own pages 
for incoming classes, on which students can 
write or post a video about themselves and 
what they are looking for in a roommate. 

One student who has chosen this 
format is senior Hadley Schuermann, 
who found her future roommate for the 
University of Cincinnati through the 
school’s Facebook page. Schuermann said 
she chose to find her roommate this way 
in order to make the process of going to 
school less anxiety-filled.

“Going off to college is nerve-
wracking on its own, so it’s nice not 
having to worry about having a stranger 
as a roommate,” she said. 

Schuermann was happy to find 
her roommate online in an attempt to 
forego the bad experiences she’s heard 
other students have had when randomly 
assigned to a roommate. 

“I wanted to make sure we were 
compatible,” she said. “I’ve heard horrible 
stories about going in random.”

Senior Annabella Williams also chose 
to find her own roommate for Miami 
University, and said she did so not only so 

that she could room with someone with 
similar interests, but because she saw the 
positive experience her sister had with 
finding her own match the previous year.

Williams also said that by using 
Facebook, she could talk with and get 
to know her future roommate, as well as 
view her profile and photos. By doing so, 
Williams said she was able to see more of 
what her roommate’s interests were, and 
what her lifestyle was like.

“By finding a roommate through 
Facebook I was also able to look at girls’ 
pictures, which sounds weird, but it really 
gives you an idea of the type of things 
they like to do and what their personality 
is like,” she said. 

For both Schuermann and Williams, 
finding a roommate with whom they 
got along and shared interests with 
were the main reasons they chose to 
find their own match. After deciding to 

do so, Schuermann visited Cincinnati’s 
Facebook page for incoming freshman, 
and to show that she was interested 
in getting to know another student as 
a potential roommate, she liked some 
of their posts and chatted with them 
online. After talking with a few people, 
Schuermann found her future roommate, 
and asked her questions similar to those 
found on Room Surf in order to see if 
they were compatible.

“I asked what she was going to 
major in, what she liked to do outside 
of school, what movies, TV shows and 
music she liked, if she stays up late, how 

organized she is and what she’s 
looking for in a roommate. I 
wanted to know things that would 
make us compatible roommates,” 
Schuermann said. 

However, finding her match 
is not the end of the process, as 
Schuermann and her roommate 
still have to make it official with 

the school. Until then, the pair is not 
technically bound as roommates.

“When we apply for housing we have 
to put each others ID numbers, given 
to us by the school, and then it will be 
binding,” she said.

Having had such a positive experience 
finding her roommate, Williams said she 
highly recommends that other incoming 
freshman choose to find their own 
roommate. She said that doing so not 
only helped her find someone that she 
could relate to, but that it has made the 
college process less stressful.

“I would definitely recommend that 
people try to find a roommate through 
Facebook,” she said. “It allows you to talk 
to them, look at their pictures, and become 
friends before you even start college. The 
process is so easy and quick...my roommate 
and I are already really good friends which 
will make next fall so much easier.” 

matCh
a
As students choose their future colleges, many decide to forego the 
university system and find their roommates through online methods
by katemagIll, ‘13

‘‘Going off to college is 
nerve-wracking on its 

own, so it’s nice not having to 
worry about having a stranger 
as a roommate.”

senior hadley schuermann
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by carlytoVell, ’13

Tthe boys lacrosse team has it 
out for the dublin shamrocks 
this spring, as it is the first year 

the team is ranked under their local and 
Midwest region rivals. 
     the bears came up 1-point short of 
their local rivals in the Midwest scholastic 
lacrosse association tournament 
championship in 2012. the bears led at 
halftime against dublin Jerome, but lost 
10-9. U.S. Lacrosse Magazine highlights the 
bears’ downfall last season in its preseason 
Midwest boys high school lacrosse 
regional rankings for 2013. 
    “upper arlington now aims to return to 
the state final four after missing out last 
year,” according to the report.
      ua lost to Jerome twice last season 
but still won the state tile. the team is cur-
rently ranked in U.S. Lacrosse Magazine as 
fourth in the midwest with Jerome ranked 
third. the Midwest conference consists of 
ohio, indiana, illinois, Minnesota, Michigan 
and pennsylvania.  

senior captain Jake nolan said this 
ranking could be a factor in helping the 
bears get back on top. 

“it will give the team motivation 

to get better and keep us 
grounded,” he said. “i think last 
year the rankings were about 
the same, but there is a lot 
of political twist in some of 
those rankings, so more than 
anything i would say the lower 
ranking is better for us.”

Focusing on his goal to 
improve upon the pitfalls of last 
season from losing to Jerome 
in the regular season and at 
the Midwest finals, senior grant 
gould said he also has high 
hopes for the 2013 team. 

“our goals this year are the same as last 
year and every year really. that is to win the 
Midwest [high school boys lacrosse finals] 
and ultimately the state championship,” 
gould said. “We are also competing in 
the north american lacrosse invitational 
tournament in detroit with some of the 
top ranked teams in the nation, so we’re 
striving to win that.”

the two upsetting losses last year have 
created more motivation for the team as a 
whole, according to gould. 

although the team lost 12 seniors last 
year who had leadership roles for the 
team, gould said this year the team will 
have strong returning players who will 
contribute in decisive ways both on the 
attacking and defensive ends. 

“We lost a lot of players last year, such 
as tyler pfister, zach powers and eliot allen 
[who now] all play division one lacrosse 
and were great leaders,” gould said. “but 
guys such as stuart townsley, Kyle roberts, 
and Justin Wick will step up this season.”

returning to the game this season 
are senior captains gus ackley and Jake 
nolan who look for key ways to improve 
their play. senior captain Jack Warmolts 
will be returning in goal as a second-
year captain. nolan looks within the 
dynamics of the new 2013 team on and 
off-field, in order to achieve their goals 
for the upcoming season. 

“last year our team had really great 
chemistry and work ethic,” nolan said. 
“the only thing we can do this year is just 

believe in each other and work as hard as 
we can day-in and day-out together.”  
       gould believes that the amount of 
preseason work the team puts in and how 
dedicated the players are to win the state 
and Midwest titles will contribute to the 
boys lacrosse team reclaiming their 2007 
spot on top in the state and Midwest.

along with each player’s individual 
work ethic, the bears will be gaining great 
new talent this year that can take them 
further than years’ past and continue with 
their preseason preparation.  

“We have been playing for a couple 
months [preseason], with indoor once a 
week,” gould said. 

he also said the lacrosse team has 
continued with its intense preseason 
conditioning routines.

“We had lifting three times a week 
and morning running before school on 
Mondays and Wednesdays, so there is 
definitely a lot we have been doing to get 
ready,” gould said. 

by achieving its ultimate goal, this 
year would be the ninth year in which 
the bears have taken home the state title 
under the direction of coach ted Wolford. 
pressures for the team may be strong, but 
gould said he and his teammates look for 
the support of the student body in the 
upcoming season.

“When other teams make it to state 
playoffs there’s a huge atmosphere 
[change]. everyone is excited for [the 
team]... the support of the student body 
is [essential for] the team’s success.”  

Reclaiming the Title
Boys lacrosse team looks to improve, players express preseason expectations

The boys lacrosse team practices their offensive plays during practice. 
The team hopes to reclaim the title of Midwest champions, which was 
last earned in 2011. 

Senior boys lacrosse captain Gus Ackley prepares to 
throw the ball to a teammate at practice. The team’s 
first game is on April 3 at 7 pm against Dublin Scioto. 

photo by audrey ross
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Far right: Senior captain Brandon Griffin practices 
his serve on March 12. The boys tennis team hopes 
to defend the state title after beating Hilliard 
Davidson last year in the state finals.

right: Junior Carson Showe jumps for a spike at 
the March 7 varsity boys vollleyball practice. The 
boys volleyball captains are seniors Paul Linville 
and Max Zambito.

Below: Sophomore Avery Brick practices batting at 
the March 19 varsity softball training. The team is 
led by senior captains Laramie Abruzzese, Hannah 
Benjamin and Ava Esler.

photo by natasha rignalda

by emmakleBe, ’13

Athletes

Spring sports teams 
practice, hope to 
defend state titles 
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above: Senior captain Abbey Stricharczuk participates 
in a passing drill during a varsity girls lacrosse practice 
on March 7. The girls team’s first game was March 23 at 
home against Bishop Watterson High School.

left: Sophomore Seth Ripley passes with a teammate 
at one of the baseball team’s first practices of the 
season. The team is led by senior captains Vinny Bonta 
and Sam Thompson and junior captain Mitchell Nini.

photo sequence by lexy elliott
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girls Crew
senior chloe capuano

Q: what are some 
of your goals for 
the spring season? 

capuano: our big 
goals are to win 
scholastics, go to 
nationals and do 
well there.

Q: how is crew 
different from 

other sports at the high school?

capuano: it’s really cool because we 
get to go to a variety of places. We have 
gotten to travel to tennessee, new Jersey 
and cincinnatti this year. 

Q: what are you looking forward to for 
the rest of the season? 

capuano: i’m excited to see what we 
come back with. cincinnati Junior 
rowing club and new trier are our two 
team rivals so hopefully we can beat 
them this spring.

boys volleyball
senior paul linville

Q: how do you feel 
your team will 
compare this year to 
your team last year? 

linville: We are 
a much more 
experienced team 
this year, and i think 
having all returning 
players will make us a 

better team than we were last year.  

Q: what is your fan base like?                              

linville: We have very supportive parents 
but i would love to see some more 
students come out, especially for our 
senior night.

Q: Is there anything about boys volleyball 
that people don’t already know?    

linville: people may not realize this, but 
having experience playing many other 
sports, i feel as though volleyball is equally 
demanding, athletically speaking. it seems 
like people have a misunderstanding of 
volleyball as sort of a joke-around sport, 
when that’s hardly the case.

Captains’ Corner
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If you would like to buy a yearbook, you
can order through jostens.com.

Seniors: All senior pictures are due no later than the
last day of 1st semester, which is Thursday, January 17.
Please e-mail photos to uanorwester@yahoo.com
in .jpg format. Hard copies of senior pictures are
accepted; digital is preferred.
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The Perfect Night 
Starts with the 
Perfect Hair Style
Artemis Salon & Spa in Dublin 
specializes formal looks that 
are current, flirty and fun – a 
hairstyle that will bring out 
your best features and take 
his breath away. Trust your 
prom hair to the expert and 
award stylists.

Formal up-do: $60
Blow & Style: $40

CALL NOW TO SCHEDULE YOUR 
PROM HAIR STYLE

CALL 614-793-8346

Don’t forget! You can donate your long 
locks to Hawk’s Locks March 23. Call 
614-793-8346 and ask for Cheryl for 

more details!  

ARTEMIS
ONE LIFE • ONE BODY • ONE IMAGE
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Dublin City Schools bond & levy: Passed 
New Albany-Plain Local Schools bond & levy: Passed

Worthington City Schools levy: Passed
Upper Arlington City Schools levy: Failed

The words scrolled across the bottom of the TV screen almost too fast to read. But the red 
letters caught junior Maggie Callaghan’s attention, and she was forced to do a double take 
when she saw the 55-to-45 percent failure of issue 51, the Upper arlington City Schools’ 

2012 levy. Shocked because, according to an Upper arlington Schools’ newsletter, a Ua levy had 
not failed in nearly 30 years, Callaghan began to worry about the impacts that this levy failure 
would have on the district.

“i was surprised...that in a community that [is so focused] around the schools and the high 
school...such as Upper arlington...that it didn’t pass,” Callaghan said.

Callaghan was not the only person surprised by this result. language arts teacher Kevin Stotts 
had a similar reaction after seeing the levy’s outcome.

“i was surprised about the degree to which it failed,” Stotts said. “it was a 10 percent 
difference between passing and not passing. and when it passes by 10 percent, we consider that a 
huge victory... But we lost by 10 percent.”

due to the failure of the levy, the Ua City Schools district will cut a total of $5.8 million from 
its budget over the span of two years according to Robert arkin, President of the Ua Board of 
education. These budget cuts will take place beginning in the 2013-14 school year and will have an 
effect on each of the eight schools within the district.

From pink slips to teacher workloads, budget cuts 
brought on by the failure of the 2012 school levy 
will profoundly impact the entire UA school district

by oliviamIltner, ’13 and gracemoodY, ’14

photo illustration by Maria berger
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Unlike Callaghan and Stotts, Arkin 
suspected a levy failure despite his hope 
for a successful outcome. 

Arkin credited the large margin of 
the levy’s failure to an opposition group 
that formed prior to the election season 
called Educate UA. The group was 
aimed towards making voters aware of 
the negative implications of the success 
of the levy and convincing them to vote 
against the issue. Educate UA was also 
the first organized opposition to a UA 
School District levy in 23 years, according 
to the Sept. 23 Columbus Dispatch 
article “School districts find organized 
opposition is increasingly common.” 

While some levy supporters believed 
that a more aggressive campaign might 
have changed the result of the vote, Arkin 
said he foresaw the failure of the levy due 
to the state of the economy.

“I think it was destined to lose because 

this has been a very difficult time for 
middle-class families,” Arkin said.

Callaghan agreed with Arkin in that 
the state of the economy played a large 
role in the outcome of the levy.

“I think right now, money is tight for 
everyone,” Callaghan said.

Another reason Arkin believed the 
levy failed was because UA residents felt 
burdened by their already high taxes and 
felt hesitant towards another increase.

“I think a lot of people [who] feel very 
oppressed by paying high taxes wanted 

the chance to vote no, and 
they took this opportunity 
to vote no on the levy,” 
Arkin said.

This sentiment was 
echoed by Joyce Blake, the 
Treasurer of  Educate UA and 
a former UA teacher. Blake 
said citizens should not be 
goaded into voting one way or 
another on an issue based on 
what the community thinks 
is “right,” but rather that they 
should vote based on their 
own beliefs.

“No one should feel 
pressured to vote a certain 
way,” Blake wrote in an 
e-mail to Arlingtonian. 
“People need to vote their 
conscience, and by doing 
so our community will be 
stronger for it.”

According to the Educate 
UA web site, the group was 
formed by UA citizens who 
were “concerned with the 
unsustainable costs associated 
with the Upper Arlington 
School District.” Blake 
said the group’s goal was to 
inform the community about 
the facts surrounding school 

funding and the impact that voting “no” 
would have on the district.

“Our mission was really to get the 
information out to the voter... We trusted 
that their vote would be the right one for 
UA whichever way it went,” Blake wrote. 
“We had done a great deal of research 

[and] we felt a responsibility to 
share this information with the 
electorate and let them make 
up their own minds.”

Arkin said that due to the 
difficulty of understanding 
school funding and the 
aggressive opposition 
campaign, some UA residents 
voted no for the levy under 
unrealistic expectations that 

changes would not occur.
“I think that parents were led to 

believe wrongly that they could vote no 
without any impact. That was not true,” 
Arkin said. “It’s hard for a voter...to have 
time to read and understand everything... 
It just happens that the people were 
somewhat misled.”

 TEACHER CUTS 
Due to the failure of Issue 51, budget 

cuts will impact classrooms across the 
district starting in the 2013-14 school 
year. According to Arkin, the district will 
decrease the budget by about $3 million 
for the upcoming school year and carry 
those cuts into the second year, for a total 
of $5.8 million. This impact will primarily 
be seen throughout the district with the 
loss of 25 teachers, according to principal 
Emilie Greenwald.

“The teachers’ contract says that we 
have to look at someone’s certification area 
and then at their hired date—the number 
of years [they’ve taught in UA]. Last in, 
first out, essentially,” Greenwald said.

Arkin said the faculty will experience 
the largest impact because roughly 85 
percent of the school district’s budget 
goes toward teachers’ salaries and benefits. 

 “Very little of our budget is tied up in 
things like buses and buildings and paper 
and computers and things like that,” Arkin 
said. “So when you have a set of cuts that 
you have to make like the ones we are 
pursuing now, you have to look at people 
because there’s not much else to cut.”

The reason the district is struggling 

‘‘When you’re going to 
increase [teachers’] 

workload essentially 20 
percent or more—I don’t 
know anybody who has 20 
percent more to give.”

 Kevin Stotts, 
Language Arts teacher
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to find alternative cuts is because of the 
various cost avoidance measures it made 
after the 2007 levy was stretched from 
three years to five years. One of these 
changes was eliminating raises to teachers’  
base salaries for 2012 and 2013, and then 
a one percent raise in 2014.

“Our teaching faculty, when we went 
into [union] negotiations with them, was 
willing to take a two-year zero percent 
increase in their base salaries,” Arkin 

said. “They were enormously helpful in 
that regard.”

However, teachers’ salaries were one of 
the criticisms that Educate UA brought 
forth during the election season. According 
to Blake, teachers in UA make more than 
both the average UA resident and teachers 
in comparable school districts.

“Some of the numbers we were seeing 
for wages and benefits were alarming 
compared to the average UA citizen,” Blake 

wrote. “UA teachers make 14 percent more 
than teachers do at similar school districts.” 

The 14 percent to which Blake refers, 
however, varies depending on the school 
districts being compared to UA. Some 
area high schools’ average teacher salaries 
are actually higher than UA teachers’ 
salaries, according to salary data from the 
Ohio Department of Education.

According to Blake, a possible solution 
that would save money without having 

Department co-chairs say changes will 
negatively affect student experience

by cassielowerY, ‘13

As a result of the recent levy failure principal emilie 
greenwald has said all departments should expect 
cuts, with an estimated 25 teachers being let go 

across the district. as changes are occurring, one department 
has concerns that reach beyond the loss of fellow faculty.

language arts department chairs diane haddad and 
sean martin claim the staffing cuts will negatively affect 
language arts instruction. the department currently 
provides a variety of personalized opportunities to 
help students develop their writing, such as the writers 
Intervention workshop, called the wIw. one of the 
biggest changes will be the wIw’s new standing as a “duty 
period”—a time during which teachers can grade papers 
or prepare lesson plans—rather than an instructional 
period, as it has been for the past 27 years. this will allow 
the administration to schedule a fifth class for language 
arts teachers to compensate for the reduction in staff.

martin said these changes will dramatically influence the 
amount of one-on-one instruction students will receive.

“this will result in teachers taking on an additional 25 
students and having one fewer period to conference with 
students outside of class,” martin said. “some of the best 
instruction happens in those one-on-one meetings.”

haddad, who said she has conducted more than 250 
individual conferences with students this year regarding 
college essays alone, is unsure she will be able to provide this 
service to students in the future.

“my greatest concern [about these changes] is the 
effect on students,” haddad said. “they will not receive the 
individualized instruction and help that we currently provide, 
and I worry that this might affect preparation for college.”

while every department will face changes next year, 
martin said this may be particularly challenging for their 
department due to the nature of the assignments.

“I think everyone will find teaching next year to be more 
difficult,” martin said. “adding 25 more research papers will 
equate to an additional 10-12 hours of grading per draft. Very 
little of this grading happens at school, so turn around time 

[to get edited writing back to students] will increase.” 
martin fears the added workload could result in fewer 

assignments and less writing practice for students.
“my peers in other districts who have similar teaching 

loads don’t assign as much writing and don’t allow students 
to submit multiple drafts of papers,” martin said. “we will 
need to adjust.”

Budget cuts are always difficult; however, haddad, who 
taught at uahs during the last levy failure in the 1990s, 
said these dramatic changes are markedly different from 
her past experience.

“I taught in the district the last time a levy failed and a 
reduction In Force took place,” haddad said. “the experience 
was hard, but it was not as demoralizing as this time. last time 
we knew why decisions were made; this time we don’t.”

like haddad, martin also cited the lack of 
communication and collaboration between the 
administration and the faculty as a major problem in the 
way in which the cuts were decided.

“In regards to how we alter schedules, course offerings, 
conferencing and intervention time with students, 
[department chairs and teachers] have had no input,” martin 
said. “we have proposed some ways to mitigate the impact of 
staffing cuts on our writing lab and on our conference period, 
but these have not been accepted by the administration.”

although it is currently unknown which teachers will be 
cut, martin said the scheduling changes creating the extra 
classes for language arts teachers has been finalized.

“even if we pass a levy next year, the changes will not be 
reversed,” martin said.

upon hearing the levy failed, hadded recalled feeling 
disappointed and surprised at the decision coming from a 
community she feels strongly values education.

“community members need to understand what the 
return for their investment is for the quality of education we 
provide,” haddad said.

martin recognizes the reputation ua has achieved in 
education but fears it could now become difficult to live up to.

“with these staffing cuts,” he said, “I am not certain we can 
maintain our edge.”    
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to compromise school programs is 
modifying teacher’s health care benefits 
and decreasing their salaries.

“Addressing health care and wage scales 
could save the district millions without 
affecting current school programs. It 
would also put our district on a much 
more fiscally sustainable path,” Blake said.

According to Arkin, teachers’ salaries 
are difficult to change for a variety of 
reasons. The first is that the last contract 
the school district negotiated with 
the union for 2009 through 2011 was 
favorable for the school district, which 
included the temporary freeze in base 
salary raises. 

The state and contract laws the district 
must follow are another obstacle that 
limits the flexibility of teacher salaries. 
Arkin said that lowering salaries would 
make it more difficult for the district to 
hire the best teachers possible.

“We have an incredibly talented 
teaching faculty, and a really smart 
administration,” Arkin said. “We have 
always paid teachers well...with an eye 
toward attracting the very best candidates, 
and I think we have been very successful 
[in attracting those people].”

The cuts in staffing, called a RIF, which 
stands for “Reduction In Force,” will be 
finalized by April 1, according to 
Arkin. The Board of Education 
will make layoffs following state 
and contract laws set by the 
state of Ohio and the teacher’s 
union, the Upper Arlington 
Education Foundation.

“It’s a process that’s driven 
by state statute; we have to 
follow state-mandated rules. It’s a 
process that’s driven by our agreement to 
the union, ” Arkin said. “So we have an 
understanding with them about how we 
go through this process.”

After retirements are decided, the Board 

of Education will eliminate the remaining 
positions by cutting teachers who have not 
been through their probationary period, or 
teachers who are still within their first two 
years of employment.

Arkin said that for teachers, the ones 
who will be impacted the most by the 
budget cuts are the ones with the least 
amount of teaching experience.

“Regrettably, it’s the young, new 
faculty that will be affected by this,” 
Arkin said.

Speaking about some of her 
younger teachers, Callaghan thinks an 
alternative layoff process would be the 
most effective way to cut teachers. She 
believes that layoffs should be made 
based on a holistic view of teachers, 
taking into account opinions from 
students, parents and other teachers.

“Sometimes teachers who shouldn’t be 
cut are cut,” Callaghan said. “I think we 
need to get the opinions of all those three 
groups for there to be cuts.”

Callaghan said that by gaining the 
perspectives of the students, parents and 
other teachers, the right teacher cuts will 
be made. She said that receiving these 
opinions would be beneficial since these 
three groups interact with teachers on a 
daily basis.

Greenwald is responsible for 
deciding which teachers will be cut at 
UAHS.  Because teachers were hired 
through interviews and face-to-face 
communication, Greenwald said the 
layoffs should be told to individual 

teachers in a respectful manner. 
“I think we owe those people that 

same courtesy to sit down with them and 
talk to them about what’s happening,” 
Greenwald said.

Regardless of the layoff process, the 
RIF will prompt other changes within 
the district.

   THE IMPACT 
In addition to the RIF, Arkin said other 

changes will impact students’ educational 
experience because of the levy failure.

“We’re losing a lot of things that make 
Upper Arlington unique,” Arkin said.

One of these changes that will affect 
students greatly, according to Stotts, is 
the availability of teachers to conference 
with students throughout the school 
day due to the increase in class size and 
teacher workload. 

“I think teacher access for students is 
going to be greatly reduced,” Stotts said. 
“Next year I think teachers are going to say,  
‘I can’t do it. I need to have some time here.’”

Stotts credited this belief to the 
increase in teaching requirements from 
four classes and an instructional duty, 
such as WIW, GLRC or Math Lab, to 
fives classes and an instructional duty for 
language arts, math and global language 
teachers. This will cause both a decrease 
in time teachers will have to complete 
grading and plan for upcoming lessons, 
assignments and classes, as well as an 
increase in the amount of students that 
teachers will have. Stotts said teachers 
may begin to decline students’ requests 
to meet individually outside of their 
assigned class time.

“There are so many good teachers 
in this building and I know how much 
they care, how much patience they have, 
and how much time they put in,” Stotts 
said. “And when you’re going to increase 

APRIL 
1

the date the 
administration will 
finalize teacher cut 
decisions  

‘‘ I think we owe those 
people that same 

courtesy to sit down with 
them to talk to them about 
what’s happening.”

   Principal Emilie Greenwald

CONNECTING THE DOTS 

55-45% the margin by which 
the 2012 ua schools  
levy failed    
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their workload essentially 20 percent or 
more—I don’t know anybody who has 20 
percent more to give.”

Overall Stotts is sad about the changes 
that students, teachers and the community 
as a whole will face due to the levy failure. 
Although Stotts is 
retiring at the end 
of this school year, 
he finds the changes 
the community will 
face disappointing.

“Now it’s 
become personal in 
the sense that I put 
real names and faces to the impact that’s 
going to happen,” he said.

In addition to the increase in classes 
that teachers will be assigned each day, 
and therefore the increase in workload 
due to less time for grading and planning, 
Arkin said that an increase in class sizes 
throughout the district will also take place.

“I’m told we are going to make every 
effort to protect K-3, because that’s where 
the research shows that smaller class sizes 
really do make a difference,” Arkin said. 
“But other class sizes from fourth grade up 
will almost certainly increase on average.”

One area that the district wants 
to preserve is the extracurricular 
opportunities students have throughout 
the district. 

“We really value young people being 
able to do arts and sports,” Arkin said.

Another change that will be seen 
beginning in the 2013-14 school year is 
an increase in athletic fees at both the 
middle school and high school level.

“At the high school level they’re going to 
go up from $85 to $100 and at the middle 
school from $42.50 to $50,” Arkin said.

Along with teacher cuts and the 
increase in athletic costs, the district will 
also disaffiliate from the International 
Baccalaureate Middle Years Program, 

saving the district $50,000 annually, 
according to the Feb. 20 Columbus 
Dispatch article “Arlington lays out job 
cuts, athletic-fee hikes.” 

However, Arkin said this could 
actually be a good change, enabling the 

district to try to 
keep the best parts 
of the program 
while cutting ties 
with unnecessary 
aspects.

“We’ll retain 
[the IB program] 
at the high 

school for the certificate program, so 
you can still get an IB diploma and get 
certificates for the courses at the high 
school,” Arkin said.

 UA’S  FUTURE 
Another opportunity to vote for an 

Upper Arlington City Schools levy is 
expected to occur this November. The 
board of education hopes that voters will 
see the impacts of the most recent levy 
failure and reconsider their vote to pass a 
2013 levy.

“We will produce a list of things that 
we will have to cut if the next levy loses,” 
Arkin said. “And [voters] will be able to 
see in black and white...We’re going to 
be very plain about it: ‘This is what goes 
away if we lose again.’”

For elective courses and athletics, 
Arkin said that although no programs 
will currently be cut from the district, 
if the next levy in November fails, the 
district will lose some programs. 

Arkin remains optimistic about the 
future for both the school district and the 
community as a whole due to his high 
hopes for a positive result in a 2013 levy 
this November.

“I actually believe that when people 

see what has happened, and they see what 
could happen, they will come out to vote 
in droves for the schools in the next levy,” 
Arkin said.

Stotts, however, said that keeping 
high expectations for the future of the 
district will not be enough to fulfill the 
commendable reputation of the UA 
schools. He said this belief comes from 
the logistics of the next levy, in that if it 
passes, it will not bring the school district 
back to the position it was in before the 
most recent failure.

“There will be a levy in November 
and it is to be able to maintain what they 
will have next year,” Stotts said. “So if 
the levy passes it will not restore what we 
currently have, it will only maintain what 
we have next year; it’s not good.”

Although the board of education is 
disappointed about the failure of the 
levy and the implications it will have on 
UA’s curriculum, Arkin said it tries to see 
the future of the UA school district in a 
positive way.

“So long as we have enough money to 
do what we do, I’m not worried about the 
Upper Arlington schools. We will still be 
top dog in perpetuity if there’s enough 
money to do it,” Arkin said. 

Regardless of the failure of this levy, 
Arkin, along with the board of education, 
wishes to maintain Upper Arlington 
City Schools’ academic excellence and 
reputation.

“We would like to stay as strong and 
provide as much value added to [students’] 
lives as we possibly could,” he said.

Arkin’s disappointment about the 
budget cuts that will be made throughout 
the district do not, however, get in the 
way of his high hopes for the future of 
the UA schools.

“I’m really sad about what has 
happened,” Arkin said, “but I’m [still] 
extremely optimistic about the future.”  

25
the number of 
teachers being 
cut across the ua 
school district.  

‘‘We’re losing a lot 
of things that make 

upper Arlington unique.”

 robert Arkin, 
uA Board of Education President

$5.8 
MILLION

the amount of 
money the ua 
school district will 
cut over the next 
two years.  

Failure of the UA 2012 school levy will impact the district in a variety of ways
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photo courtesy: rybioKo

Senior Avery Wilcox is seen doing a toeside check last 
spring. This move is where one slides the wheels sideways 
in order to slow down.

Students continue 
their passion 
despite restrictions

by anna-mariathalassInos, ’14 and
matiasgrotewold, ’13

Whether cruising around town 
at a leisurely 15 miles per hour 
or “bombing” down a hill 

pushing 60, longboarders are passionate 
about their sport and hobby.

“When I’m [longboarding], [it’s] the 
only thing I’m thinking about. Nothing 
else in the world matters at that mo-
ment,” senior Avery Wilcox said. 

However, as longboarders follow their 
passion and stretch the limits of their 
boards, they also stretch the patience of 
drivers and the law. According to Wilcox, 
the best place for longboarding is the 
streets, which are typically occupied by 
vehicles. However, many UA drivers do 
not share the longboarders’ passion for 
speeding down hills, which has led to 
enforced restrictions on longboarding.

The restrictions arise because, while a 
skateboard is smaller and well-suited for 
parks and ramps, longboards are more ap-
propriate for cruising around streets. They 
are also known for “bombing” down hills, 
which is the longboarding term for speed-
ing down slopes and reaching velocities 
of up to 60 miles per hour. Being on the 
streets increases longboarders’ involvement 
with drivers so restrictions have been put 
in place as precautions.

Sophomore and longboarding 

enthusiast Cole Hendrix said the 
difference between skateboards and 
longboards is that skateboards are more 
oriented towards doing tricks. 

“Longboarding is riding down the 
hill, pushing the wheels into motion. 
You’re going faster and there are [fewer] 
tricks,” Hendrix said.

Under section 383.15 of the UA 
traffic code, longboarders, who are 
categorized under the same definition 
as skateboarders, are not allowed to ride 
on any city streets or on the sidewalks of 
any business district.

According to Wilcox, the restrictions 
on longboarding on city streets are often 
violated because the essence of long-
boarding is riding in the open areas and 
f lat surfaces of roads.

Officer Scott Metcalf of the Upper 
Arlington Police Department often 
takes the time to explain these restric-
tions to young longboarders.

“I do try to get this message out by 
talking with [longboarders] when I come 
across them,” Metcalf said. “They all 
seem pretty receptive to my explanation 
of the laws.”

Metcalf does not think that long-
boarders are a threat to pedestrians as 
long as they follow the rules and laws.

“Most of the time it just comes down 
to common sense and courtesy,” he said. 
“I think that the problems arise when 

people are not respectful of others, their 
properties or our public properties [or 
they are] impeding traffic [and] scaring 
drivers with erratic maneuvers.”

The police department tends to be 
lenient about people longboarding on 
the streets. However, if something 
disturbs a resident and a call is logged, 
they are obligated to respond.

“Typically, what happens is if we are 
skating on a hill for a while or it’s a busy 
road, someone will call the police and 
the police will come,” Wilcox said. “It’s 
not an angry conversation.”

Because longboarding in restricted 
areas is just a misdemeanor, the maxi-
mum punishment is a fine of $150, 
according to Metcalf. He tries to explain 
the law to longboarders he may find 
instead of fining them without warning.

“It is illegal to [longboard] on the streets 
but no one that I know of has received a 
ticket,” senior Sean Forquer said.

Metcalf admits that, in spite of 
residents’ protests, longboarders do not 
necessarily present a safety hazard.

“We do not think that longboard-
ers are a threat to pedestrians as long as 
they follow the rules and laws and are 
courteous and respectful, just like bicy-
clists,” Metcalf said. “[Bicyclists, motor-
ists and longboarders] should be able to 
get along on our roads and sidewalks, 
whichever applies to them.”  
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april

arl’s Favorite of the month:
cold war kids

this indie-infused rock band 
from long Beach, california 
is on the brink of nationwide 
stardom.  with their three 
albums—all known for 
having a combination of 
Bob dylan, Jeff Buckley, and 
Billie holiday influences are 
setting this band apart from 
competitors in the music 
world.  their hit-single “hang 
me up to dry,” will keep 
audiences singing along with 
cwk’s catchy lyrics all night.

May

arl’s Favorite of the month:
of monsters and men

this 6-piece Icelandic, 
folk-alternative group has 
received praise throughout 
the world and is coming 
to the lc pavilion for the 
inexpensive price of just 
around $40.  their unique 
sound in albums, My Head 
is an Animal and Into the 
Woods were praised by 
fans and critics alike.  You 
won’t want to miss this up-
and-coming band’s may 
concert.

June July

arl’s Favorite of the month:
Bruno mars

getting his start in the 
music industry by co-writing 
“right round” with Flo rida, 
collaborating with B.o.B 
for hit single “nothing on 
You” and cee lo green for 
grammy-nominated hit “”F 
*ck You!”, mars earned his 
credentials to start making 
his own music.  on tour this 
sumer with ellie goulding 
of “lights” and “starry eyed,” 
mars and goulding will 
continue to wow audiences.

COLUMbUS 
COnCerTS
Upcoming spring and summer 
Columbus concerts are explored

iMages courtesy: atlantic records, doWntoWn records, big Machine records, universal Music group, Fueled by raMen, island records,  
beggars banquet, xl recordings, cMt, syco, oar, island/deF JaM rocords, ticKetMaster, coluMbusconcerts.net, capricorn records.

Fleetwood mac
nationwide arena

april 4

cold war kids
newport music hall

april 9

twenty one pilots
lifestyle communities 

pavillion 
april 26

Brantley gilbert
schottenstein center

april 27

taylor swift & ed sheeran
nationwide arena

may 8

the avett Brothers
lifestyle communities 

pavillion
may 25

of monsters & men
lifestyle communities 

pavillion
may 29

Fall out Boy
lifestyle communities 

pavillion
may 17

the XX
lifestyle communities 

pavillion
June 11

one direction
nationwide arena

June 18

the national
lifestyle communities 

pavillion
June 15

kenny chesney
columbus crew stadium

June 29

o.a.r
lifestyle communities 

pavillion
July 6

Bruno mars 
schottenstein center

July 10

Justin Bieber
nationwide arena

July 12

Fun.
lifestyle communities 

pavillion
July 14

arl’s Favorite of the month:
kenny chesney

kenny chesney’s No Shoes 
Nation Tour featuring 
eric church and the eli 
Young Band is a night 
you won’t want to miss. 
with chesney’s 15 albums, 
rows of cma awards, and 
countless hits, chesney  
is sure to entertain.  his 
newest album, Welcome 
to the Fishbowl, featuring 
the hit “pirate Flag,” has 
earned it’s way to chesney’s 
number two  hit of all time. 

top hits:
1.  come over
2.  pirate Flag
3.  somewhere with You

top hits:
1.  little talks
2.  mountain sound
3.  king and lionheart

top hits:
1.  hang me up to dry
2.  miracle mile
3.  louder than ever 

by abbygodard, ’13
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GET THE BEST TRAINING – that fits your life.

Complete Driver’s Ed in as little as 3 weeks!

After school classes available at the High School  
or evening or weekend classes are available  

at our local Hilliard Education Center!

Enroll by calling 800.374.8373  
or visit www.topdriver.com
(mention this ad when enrolling to SAVE $10)

You deserve more than driver education.

You need Driver Intelligence.

Top Driver at Upper Arlington High School

2140 Tremont Center
Upper Arlington, Ohio 43221

www.huffmansmarket.com

MONDAY - SATURDAY
8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

SUNDAY
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

The Quality You Expect ... The Service You Deserve.
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Project Plans
UAHS students take on Odyssey, Capstone, and IB diploma for senior year, 
describe various aspects of each

the Breakdown    A quick look at the requirements for each senior project

by karihIghman, ’13

When senior year rolls around, 
most students picture the 
glamour of open study halls, the 

convenience of a closer parking spot, and 
the anticipation of graduation. What they 
don’t have on their minds are senior projects.

 every year, seniors are required to 
complete a presentation. community 
school students have the odyssey, ib 
candidates have their extended 
essay, and for the rest of seniors there 
is capstone.

Many people have heard of 
community school’s odyssey 
project, but few actually know what 
it all entails. 

according to senior Matt Warner, 
the odyssey project is “a personal 
journey of self-discovery and passion, 
designed to give a real world, authentic 
learning [experience] to propel us into our 
lives after high school.” 

one of Warner’s goals for his odyssey 
project is interning for various engineering 
companies to find out what it is like working 
in the field. he will be able to visit different 
engineering sites when he is released from 
his cs classes during fourth quarter.

according to Warner, going off campus 
allows cs students to take the time to work 
on their goals and ideas. this opportunity 
is similar to the release days that capstone 
students utilize, as both time periods 

enable students to pursue their projects.
Warner also said the community 

school project allows for more community 
service, career-related goals, and the time 
to hone in on personal skills related to 
the project.

While odyssey has many goals 
for students to pursue, capstone has 
students find one issue that they are 
passionate about. For senior andrew 
stock, capstone is more than just a 

project. the most important thing 
he wants to accomplish is finding a 
solution to bullying in ua that will 
endure through the years by rallying 
students to create an anti-bullying 
group at the high school. 

“i want to get the ball rolling for some 
clubs and organizations to work together 
towards common goals to build a better 
sense of community in the school,” he said.  

stock wants the impact of his 
capstone to be one of optimism.

 “i’m working at really understanding 

how to set up preventative measures 
and effectively change a school’s 
atmosphere to be more positive,” he said.

senior carissa roberts took on the 
challenge of pursuing the ib diploma 
senior project with great determination. 
For her extended essay, she wrote 
about the topic of catalan nationalism 
during the spanish civil War. as part of 
an extra challenge, roberts wrote the 
entire 4,000 word paper in spanish. 

“While writing a 4,000 
word history essay in 
spanish was extremely 
difficult, the rewarding 
feeling of having 
completed it makes up 
for all of the hours i spent 
working,” roberts said. 

the longer essay 
isn’t the only difference 
between the ib diploma 

and capstone. the main distinction 
comes from the programs themselves, 
with the capstone project being more 
focused, and ib extended essay being 
more versatile, in roberts’ mind. 

as far as each project goes, stock 
said that it doesn’t matter what 
category students fall under, as long as 
they love what they do.

“the projects are yearlong, and it 
puts a lot of stress on students, but if 
you do something you’re passionate 
about it makes it really rewarding.”  

odyssey

• letter of intent: outlines goals 
and steps students will take to 
achieve goal

• goals are community school 
students’ ambitions that they 
work on to master throughout 
the year

CaPstone

• heavily service-oriented: 16 hours 
of service required

• six major components: essential 
question, english paper, service, 
product, government paper, and 
presentation

ib diPloma

• theory of Knowledge, creativity 
action service and extended 
essay requirements

• no government paper 
• cas counts for capstone 

product

‘‘odyssey is a personal 
journey of self-discovery 

and passion, designed to give a 
real world, authentic learning 
[experience] to propel us into our 
lives after high school.”

senior Matt Warner



this meal is 99 
percent fat-free 
and comes with 
lettuce, tomatoes, 
red onions and salt 

and pepper, according to panera’s online 
menu. it is one of the healthiest sandwiches 
options offered to patrons but draws a 
high amount of 
sodium.

this cultured dish contains a medley 
of udon noodles covered in soy sauce 
and accompanied by a variety of veggies 
including: broccoli, carrots, shiitake 
mushrooms, asian sprouts, cilantro and 
black sesame. 

small Japanese 
Pan noodles

“What should i get?” the question is common among the many 
uahs students able to leave school for a bite to eat during their 
lunch or open study hall periods. upper arlington boasts a wide 

array of restaurants that cater to nearly any student’s food craving. From italian 
cuisine to the multiple sub hubs around ua, students are not shy of choices. 

yet the nutritional repercussions of regularly eating out can be significant. 
according to the national restaurant association, americans eat out about 
five times per week. Furthermore, because each meal eaten out adds about 
135 extra calories to one’s daily values, americans can stand to gain 10 
pounds per year based on eating out those five times alone,  according to 
the us dept. of agriculture. currently with american obesity on a steep rise 
in recent decades there are many possibilities for students looking to be 
healthier as they enjoy a meal outside of a paper bag.

With this goal in mind, david zinczenko and Matt goulding, editor-in-
chief and former food editor, respectively, of Men’s health magazine, set out 
to create the New York Time’s best seller Eat This, Not That! with the goal of 
helping restaurant-goers find ways to eat out free of the stresses of calories 
and weight gain, according to the book.       

however, eating out does not have to incite panic in all who hope to stay 
healthy. as health magazine named panera and noodles & company first and 
fourth healthiest fast food restaurants in america, respectively, Arlingtonian has 
set to find the best and worst menu items of several ua favorites. although 
a restaurant may seem outwardly supportive of good nutrition and display 
healthy alternatives on their menus, the reality is even the best of restaurants 
can have dishes that pack in the calories, salt, saturated fat and more. 

the results of consuming these types of meals regularly have been shown 
to be detrimental if not properly managed. an expert in digestive diseases, 
tasos Manokas do of gastroenterology, who studied at ohio state university, 
cites portion control as an essential tool in curbing the calories. restaurants that 
utilize an add-on approach to their meals, such as chipotle, piada or subway, all 
have hidden threats in the amount and health of each additional choice. 

“you go to chipotle and they give you the calorie count depending on the 

smoked turkey 
breast on Country

calories: 575
total fat: 21.5 g
sodium: 1120 mg
carbs: 56 g
-----------------------
-carnitas
-brown rice
-black beans
-cheese
-lettuce

burrito bowl

eat this, not that! , a book of healthier eating 
options, inspires evaluation of lunch hot spots

calories: 420
total fat: 3 g
sodium: 1650 mg
carbs: 66 g

calories: 310
total fat: 8 g
sodium: 1100 mg
carbs: 55 g

photo collage by elizabeth tzagournis

photo courtesy noodles & co.

by elizabethtZagournIs, ’13

photo by Mr. t in dc/FlicKr

photo coursey oF chicago tribune
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calories: 1010
total fat: 39.5 g
sodium: 1950 mg
carbs: 104 g

this sandwich 
boasts four 
different types of 
meat including 
roast beef, smoked 
turkey, ham and 
salami along 

with swiss cheese, 
peppers, lettuce, tomatoes and red onions. 
the combo packs in the meat, cheese and 
veggies, which is why it is over double the 
amount of calories.

calories: 980
total fat: 41 g
sodium: 2620 mg
carbs: 95 g

calories: 620
total fat: 25 g
sodium: 780 mg
carbs: 73 g

the ever 
popular Wisconsin 
Mac & cheese 

has been reinvented 
with the truffle Mac & cheese that adds 
truffle oil, sautéed portabello mushrooms, 
parmesan cheese and toasted bread 
crumbs, according to noodles & co. website. 
the excess calories in this dish come mainly 
from the cheese and other supplements 
that distinguish it from the Wisconsin Mac.

small truffle 
mac & Cheese

burrito

italian Combo 
with ham on 
Ciabatta

additives. [if you pick] chicken breast or rice [they are] not as high in 
calories,” tasos said.

Junior sarah Moore has experienced the difficulty in eating at 
restaurants that adopt this approach. 

“at piada it’s a lot harder [to determine how healthy your meal 
is] because you basically choose everything you’re putting on and 
you don’t really know the nutritional value of everything,” she said. 
“it’s easier at [places like] noodles because you get a certain meal 
[without add-ons].” 

Manokas adds that sometimes the restaurants known for their 
good nutrition can offer seemingly healthy dishes that are really full 
of calories, sodium and fat. a stereotypical healthy menu item may 
be that of a salad. yet Manokas maintains that salads can, but are 
not always the healthiest choice. 

“it depends what [is] put on the salad. if you just use 
vegetables— tomatoes, lettuce, cucumbers [then it’s healthy]. but 
once you start adding stuff it doesn’t become as healthy as [people] 
think,” he said.

the issue of obesity is one affecting the ua community at large. 
Within Franklin county alone 30.2 percent of adults are clinically 
obese, according to a city data report. With the amount of obese 
adults in ohio nearly the same, at 29.1 percent, students may need 
to take further note of the meals they consume both during and 
outside of their lunch hour.  

in distinguishing between healthy and unhealthy foods within the 
same restaurant students are better equipped to enjoy their lunch 
and not stress the calories. Eat This, Not That! advises readers to make 
smart decisions regarding their meal choices when out to eat. 

“With our lives and food chain set up [the way they are]… a guy 
needs to be smarter and more determined to get lean,” he said.  

Price: $4.99, available on iTunes App Store

this burrito 
contains chicken, 
white rice, pinto 
beans, cheese, 
Fajita vegetables 
and sour cream. 
because the burrito 
comes wrapped in 
a flour tortilla it is 
double the calories.

this app provides mobile users with tools to make 
the right dietary choices while on the go. there are 66 
chain restaurant’s at the user’s disposal and the ability to 
compare and search for foods, track calories and more.

UA students enjoy a variety of popular lunchtime destinations.

photo courtesy chipotle

photo courtesy yelp
 revieW Website

photo courtesy noodles & co.
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Local Talent
Student band Midnight Coast gains fans through EP and local concerts 
by emmakleBe, ’13

Ringing ears, a crowded floor, hands raised. all describe a 
normal scene one may expect to find at any concert, but at 
recent shows uahs students have attended, the difference is 

that the performers onstage are fellow classmates.
Midnight coast is an alternative band comprised of seniors 

Matt stephan on guitar and keyboard, Kevin Murray on bass, 
Kevin King on drums and liam Kirkpatrick as lead singer. each 
student has been musically involved since they were young, but 
had not been serious about performing and songwriting until the 
formation of Midnight coast during their sophomore year of high 
school, according to the band members.

a way the band was first able to begin sharing its music was 
through their ep. the self-titled ep was released on dec. 22, 2012 
and is composed of five original songs: run away, longest Winter, 
beautiful, some things and Memory.  

“We had our own original songs so we thought we’d record them 
and get them out to keep people into our music,” stephan said. 

stephan also said that the ep required a lot of late nights and 
hard work from the band members. 

 “We would stay up until three in the morning a lot of different 
nights,” he said. 

though the ep wasn’t easy, Murray said they had a feeling of 
accomplishment following its completion.

“it proves to people that we actually have some music and it’s 
something for them to physically see and listen to,” he said.

Murray also said that although their album is available for 
purchase on itunes for $4.95 or $0.99 per song, the ep isn’t solely 
in hopes of profit. 

“We sell [the ep’s] but we’re really just trying to let people 
listen to our music so they can just spread it around to other 
people,” he said.

While Midnight coast has plenty of their own material, Murray said 
that at at concerts the band likes to performs both cover songs and 

original songs. 
“original songs can display your creativity and show everybody 

your emotions,” Murray said. 
however, Murray said that at least a couple of cover songs are a 

necessity at concerts to round out the show. 
“a few cover songs are important because most of the 

people don’t know our music so it gives them something to 
relate to,” he said. 

King added that playing cover songs isn’t an effort to substitute 
their own material. 

“We try to do one or two max for cover songs at concerts,” he 
said. “We have plenty of our own material but we like to throw a 
couple cover songs in that connect with people.”

in order to show off its sound, Midnight coast has held 
numerous concerts at the basement, located downtown 
across from the lifestyle pavillion. stephan said that the more 
the band performs, the more confident they feel at concerts 
and on the stage. 

“i think we’re feeling more and more comfortable playing 
on stage, especially liam, because he’s starting to open up and 
move around more as a singer,” stephan said. “We have a lot more 
energy on stage now than what we first had.” 

in order to show off some of its original music and cover songs, 
Midnight coast recently participated in an instaband central ohio 
high school battle of the bands contest held at groove u on ohio 
state university’s campus. the band made it to the instaband 
finals, which includes the top ten high school student bands in 
central columbus. 

in order to make it to the finals, Midnight coast had to compete 
at the district semi-final round where they were one of three 
groups to make it to the last round. the winners of the contest were 
determined based 50 percent on fan voting and 50 percent on 
judge voting. King said that there were around 40 bands in total for 
the contest, so making it to the finals was quite an accomplishment. 

although Midnight coast did not end up taking home the 

photos courtesy Matt stephan
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title, Murray said the band members feel like the contest was still 
a good experience and that they received very positive feedback 
from the judges. he said they were dissappointed to lose but the 
band was excitied to hear the judges’ encouragement. Murray said 
that  “best submissions” were one judge’s words. 

through the band’s ep release and increasing amount of 
concerts, their fan base continues to evolve with every show. 

“each show has had more and more people. it motivates us to 
come up with new songs and get more excited when we play,” 
stephan said. 

Without having a fan base, Murray said there there would be 
less of a push to come out with new music. 

“it’s very cliché but very honest too, if we didn’t have any 
fans there wouldn’t be any point to making this music,” he said. 

looking to the future, stephan said the band plans to come 
out with another album with new original material this spring.

 “We’ve recorded most of the piano and guitar for the album 
already,” stephan said. 

although the band members won’t all be going to the same 
colleges next year, King said they plan to continue playing and 
recording over school breaks. 

“We’re definitely going to play a lot on weekends and 
whenever we can get shows,” stephan said. 

they also hope to continue to create new music and send it 
to each other while away at school. 

“it’s really easy the way we come up with songs because we 
can easily send files to each other,” King said. “For example Matt 
will make up a little thing on the piano and send it to us so we 
can play with it.” 

King also added that there could be a possibility of another 
album next year. 

“i could definitely see us keep going and record maybe over 
christmas break of next year or something when we’re home.”

With hopes to continue as a band, King said possibilities of 
new albums and new bigger and better concerts are in store 
for Midnight coast.  

midnight coast performs  
at newport music hall

with growing confidence and new original music, 
Midnight coast members were excited for their biggest 

concert yet, at the newport Music hall on March 16. 
opening acts at the concert included numerous local high 

school bands: the grey Matter, under the rocks and Midnight 
coast. the headlining bands included pJ north, Water towers, 
the real Mexico, stereodrift and more. 

overall, the band members were satisfied with their 
performance. according to King, being prepared was very 
important going into the newport concert. 

“i thought it went well because we knew our parts inside 
and out which made us confident when performing in front 
of the large crowd,” he said. 

Kirkpatrick and stephan said one of the highlights of the 
concert was the energetic feedback from the audience. the 
fans did not want the band’s set to end. 

“everyone was yelling ‘one more song’ even though the 
sound guys turned everything off,” he said.

With the100 plus tickets that the band sold, Murray said they 
had more fans during their set than any of the other bands. 

“We had more fans and support than even the headlining 
act,” he said. “it’s always encouraging to look out at the crowd 
and see everyone screaming and crowd surfing.” 

sophomore gracie bergdoll was of the many who enjoyed 
the newport concert. 

“the concert was so fun and it was professional which i was 
surprised about because it’s a high school band. the atmosphere 
was awesome and the music was so good,” she said.

 senior Jeanne cantwell is another fan who encourages 
others who have yet to see Midnight coast to see one of their 
future concerts. the newport concert was the third Midnight 
coast concert had attended .

“i will definitely go to their shows in the future and 
i would encourage students to go because it really 
showcases some of the great talent that we have at our 
school and it’s just a fun atmosphere.”  

From left to right: A photo 
illustration shows band members 
from left to right Kevin King, Kevin Murray, Liam Kirkpatrick and Matt Stephan. The 
band held a concert at The Basement on Feb. 8.  Stephan plays the piano at The 
Basement. Kirkpatrick sings while Murray plays the guitar at The Basement. Midnight 
Coast opens at the Newport Music Hall on March 16.
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The use of foreign languages can be seen outside 
the walls of any global language class offered at 
UA. According to the district’s ESL (English 

as a Second Language) statistics, there are 21 languages 
spoken among the nearly 80 ESL students across the UA 

School District.
For those who are immersed in a different language, not only 

is it beneficial for education, but it also helps the student receive a 
better understanding of different cultures. Currently there are 13 
ESL students at the high school who can speak two languages.          

Junior Fatema Elmasry was enrolled in the ESL program 
throughout her childhood and has benefitted immensly. She is 
now fluent in English in addition to Arabic, her primary language.

Elmasry learned English when she moved from Egypt to 
America as a six-year-old and was enrolled in the ESL program 
at Beacon Elementary School in Hilliard. Since she was so 
young and constantly immersed with English speakers, she 
aquired the new language quickly.

“When you’re young you’re a 
really fast learner. I was surrounded 
with everyone that spoke English, 
so I just caught on,” Elmasry said.

UAHS Spanish teacher Dr. 
Karen Ritz, who began learning 
Spanish her freshman year of 
high school, sees bilingualism 
as a very helpful tool for students. Not only does Ritz think 
it makes one an all-around more educated person, but she 
also believes that learning a new language helps one to learn 
more about linguistics in general, especially with his or her 
native language.

Another aspect to languages that Ritz enjoys is learning 
more about different cultures around the world.

“[Language] opens your eyes to other cultures,” Ritz said. 
“It helps you understand that people live differently, [and] you 
understand their perspective better.”

Like Elmasry, junior Isa Brooking is a bilingual student 

at UAHS. Brooking puts her fluent German to use while 
around her family. 

Although born in the United States, Brooking’s mom raised 
her to speak German—her native language. Brooking’s mom 
wished to keep the language “in the family.” It was not until 
Brooking went to daycare as a child that she learned English.

For Brooking, assimilating into the German culture 
by visiting Germany numerous times has helped with 
her language learning process. Brooking has found these 
experiences profitable to her language proficiency.

“I definitely have a greater understanding of cultures, 
especially how different cultures interact with each other,” 
Brooking said.

Similar to Brooking’s experiences, the interaction between 
different cultures for Ritz was the turning point in her 
Spanish-speaking career. Ritz studied abroad in Spain and 
put her language skills to practice.

“I really started to acquire 
the language and then I became 
communicative,” she said.

Although Brooking and Ritz 
both think immersion is a very 
effective and valuable experience for 
language learners, Ritz also thinks 
that knowing a language well can 
occur without studying abroad. 

“Immersion is ideal [but] there’s so much available [here 
at UAHS] that you can have that input [even] if you can’t go 
abroad to do it,” Ritz said.

Brooking holds true of Ritz’s belief as she is currently enrolled 
in Honors French IV at UAHS. She enjoys the knowledge she 
has reveived through her language learning experience. 

“I appreciate what I’ve been able to gain from knowing two 
languages,” she said.  

Communication                                          
Connections
Students share their experiences being fluent  
in two languages, consider benefits of bilingualism
by gracemoodY, ‘14

‘‘I definitely have a 
greater understanding 

of cultures, especially how 
different cultures interact with 
each other.”

Junior Isa Brooking

The flags of 20 countries around the world represent the languages that students in 
the UA School District can speak. 
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A s a movie fan, i’ve seen a lot of sequels over the years. 
Franchises like The Godfather and James Bond are among 
my favorites. it’s said good things come 

in threes and in cinema, this seems to be the 
prevailing mindset. if a movie is good, more of 
the same should be profitable.

however, quantity does not always mean 
quality when it comes to hollywood. this 
month, The Last Exorcism: Part 2, was released. i 
think it’s worth questioning how one comes up 
with a sequel to a film about one priest’s final 
exorcism. these bad movie franchises just won’t 
die, and are kept alive by the power of money. 
i’d like to suggest that we put an end to movie 
sequels once and for all.

My cynicism with sequels began in May 
2011, when i had the displeasure of seeing The 
Hangover Part 2. having been a fan of the original 
Hangover, i anticipated a night of laughs. What i got was an unfunny 
two-hour rehash of the original. as good as The Hangover was, 
i realized after part 2 that i never needed more. i’ll admit not all 
sequels are bad. The Dark Knight was a sequel to Batman Begins, 

and was arguably better. For a movie to merit sequels, the story 
needs an open-ended conclusion, leaving room to grow.  Begins left 

with the hero iniating the hunt for his most famous 
enemy– the Joker, who became the sequel ‘s villain.

i maintain my beef with sequels on the grounds 
that they all stifle originality in the film industry. original 
scripts must not only create an interesting situation for 
the plot, but must build characters from the ground up 
and endear them to the audience. a new movie has 
to work to get an audience’s attention, and this hard 
work breeds quality. in contrast, movie series work on 
the assumption that the audience already loves their 
characters from the get-go, and thus the plot suffers 
in quality. in this way, many movie sequels amount to 
merely being high-budget fan fiction of a popular film.

unfortunately, more sequels approach as i write. the 
trailer for The Hangover Part III was recently released (to 
my horror), and soon Scary Movie 5, and Iron Man 3 will 

breach the silver screen. but there is a way to stop sequel madness. 
don’t go to see them. hollywood is in the business of pandering to 
the masses– they make what they know we want for easy money.  if 
we show them we want originality, better movies will follow.  

No More Sequels!
Columnist discusses extending movie storylines

iMages 
courtesy 
oF  striKe 
entertainMent, 
legendary 
pictures, and 
the Weinstein 
coMpany

by davidstreIcher, ’13

A+

there is no doubt that cheating 
has a noticeable presence in 
today’s schools. i also agree that 

it hinders the education of students 
and jeopardizes their future; however, 
i do not believe that this is a matter of 
tolerance. 

i believe that the 
consistency of cheating 
by students is a result 
of two things: a lack 
of enforcement and 
laziness of the students. 
i tend to think it is more 
laziness than a lack of 
enforcement though.

i 100 percent 
agree with the zero 
tolerance policy, but 
schools need to live 
up to these words. 
if educators truly 
believe that cheating 
does nothing but hurt 
us in the future, then shouldn’t they 
do something about it? time and 

time again i witness students copy, 
plagiarize, use their phones and ask 
other people what is on the test.

students, come on, you are selling 
yourselves short. cheating is quitting 
and quitting is admitting you are not 
good enough. 

and educators, instead 
of pressuring students to 
get good grades, why not 
say screw the conventional 
grading system laid out by 
the man, and teach. like 
aristotle did in the ancient 
times. graded homework, 
pop-quizzes, and tests 
do nothing but psych 
students out and we end 
up spending more time 
worrying about the test 
than studying for it. 

stress is not healthy, 
plain and simple. it 
is  nearly impossible to 

perform to your maximum potential if 
you are too worried about the result. 

i believe that students should not be 
graded for their performance. instead 
we should dedicate more time to 
actually learning and working towards 
understanding the content, rather than 
having the societal pressures to get good 
grades cause us to get stressed out.

a great example would be me 
taking the act. i could have been 
cheating the entire time – i wasn’t, i 
promise – but the proctor was way 
too focused on whatever was in her 
hands at the time to notice. i was 
sitting in the back of the room, i could 
have easiy turned on my phone and 
had the sparknotes version of act 
review open. cheating would have 
been easier than taking candy from a 
baby. i will say however that i did not 
cheat because i value the educational 
system, and truly believe we are 
america’s’ foundation. 

so i repeat: it is not a matter of 
tolerance that drives this cheating; 
it is instead an overall laziness and 
apathetic nature 

by daveystrahm, ’13

Columnist claims punishments for cheating must be enforced
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 then
Starred in High School 

Musical  (Disney 
Movie) in 2006  
(Age 18)

Starred as the character, 
Troy Bolton.

Other Disney movies that 
Zac Efron starred in 
include high school 
musical 2, and high 
school musical 3.

Columnist reflects on possible 
reasons as to why some former 
child stars have ‘gone wild’

LIGHTS! 
CAMERA!

 now
Efron is currently 25 years 

old
Other movies Efron has 

starred in are  the 
lorax, charlie st. 
cloud, 17 again, 
hairspray, miracle 
run, and the lucky 
one.

Efron is currently working 
on and starring in the 
Falling.

I can easily picture the crafty Kevin 
Mccallister in those Home Alone 
movies back in the early ‘90s, as 

well as girl-next-door cady heron in 
the well-known Mean Girls of 2004. 

despite their auspicious beginnings, 
the legacies of these actors—Macaulay 
culkin and 
lindsay lohan—
are not ones of 
legions of fans 
and superstardom 
but of drug abuse 
and the paparazzi 
cataloging their 
every mistake.

unfortunately, 
it is common 
to see a once-
seemingly-
innocent young 
actor, previously 
swarmed with an 
endless amount 
of fans and “a-list” status become 
overwhelmed by their jail time and late 

nights out. before, these celebrities 
would count down the days in 

anticipation for their next movie 
premiere, not their their next 
court date. 

goofy amanda bynes 
created many laughs in her 
Nickelodeon and The Amanda 
Show days, and later with She’s 
the Man in 2006. this past year 
however, her life choices took 
a turn for the worse when her 
license was suspended aug. 
25, 2012 following a dui arrest 
in april and two alleged hit-
and-run cases in april and aug., 
according to a sept. 5, 2012 NY 
Daily News article. 

somehow, these former 
role models transformed into the very 
people we hope to avoid. it seems 

by anna-maria
thalassInos, ’14

then
Started Lizzie Mcguire (TV 

Show) in 2002 (Age 14)
The TV Show had 65 
episodes.
Other Disney movies 

that Hillary Duff 
starred in were Cadet 
Kelly, Agent Cody 
Banks, and the Lizzie 
McGuire Movie.

 

now 
Duff is currently 25 years 

old.
Other non-Disney movies 

Duff starred in 
include raise Your 
Voice, cheaper 
by the dozen 1, 
material girls and a 
cinderella story.

Duff is currently married to 
Mike Comrie and has 
a son, Luca Comrie.

then 
Starred in hannah 

montana (T.V. Show) 
in 2006 (Age 13)

The show had 98 episodes.
Other Disney movies Miley 

Cyrus starred in are 
hannah montana: 
the movie, Bolt, 
hannah montana 
and miley cyrus: 
Best of Both worlds 
concert. 

now
Cyrus is currently  20 years 

old.
Other non-Disney movies 

Cyrus has starred 
in include the last 
song, lol, Big Fish, 
and so undercover.

Cyrus is currently engaged 
to Liam Hemsworth 
and is planning to 
record her fourth studio 
album and tour.

by aleecaldwell, ’15

Zac efron Hillary Duff Miley Cyrus
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impossible to ever have imagined 
12-year-old lindsay lohan in The Parent 
Trap getting multiple duis and being in 
and out of rehab. 

i pictured all of these child stars 
growing up to be just as they were at 
their young age, maybe even more 
successful. it was more realistic to 
envision them walking down the red 
carpet and accepting another of their 
infinite number of awards than to see 
their mugshots posted on the internet. 

i consider the reason why these child 
stars ended up the way they do is due 
to their lack of a childhood. rather than 
experience a normal youth, these actors 
were thrown into a lifestyle that skipped 
over various rites of passages that one 
experiences while growing up. 

their big acting breaks forced these 
young stars into the limelight, which 

students—whether legal 
minors or over 18—should face 
criminal charges for sexting. 

28% yay, 40% nay, 32% UndeCided

You plan to attend (or have 
attended) a midnight coast 
performance.

21% yay, 63% nay, 16% UndeCided 

cheating on tests is prevalent 
within uahs. 

                                                                                                                        
83% yay, 13% nay, 4% UndeCided

data For thIs YaY or naY compIled through a VoluntarY 
arlIngtonIan surVeY oF 10 percent oF the student BodY.

You plan on going to (or playing 
in) lacrosse games this season. 

21% yay, 67% nay, 12% UndeCided

yay or nay coMpiled by anna-Maria thalassinos

You know someone who speaks 
more than one language.

94% yay,  6% nay,  0% UndeCided94%

You worry about the 
impact the failed 2012 

levy will have next 
school year on uahs.

41% yay, 41% nay, 18% UndeCided

You have found (or plan to find) 
your college roomate through 

an online social medium.

15% yay, 55% nay, 30% UndeCided

You plan to use a sport to 
supplement your gym credit 
next year.

28% yay, 3% nay, 8% UndeCided 

63%

55%

created a lot of pressure for them. 
everyone knew everything they did—
all the time. it is strange to think that 
sometimes we take for granted our 
ability to attend school or ride bikes in 
the park without being bombarded by 
people trying to take our picture.

a simple solution to all of the 
unhappy endings for these child stars 
is to not have any child acting roles 
whatsoever. obviously, this is a dumb 
idea and not even a possibility. a more 
appropriate solution, in my opinion, 
would be for paparazzi to be more 
gracious to these actors and their 
families by respecting their privacy.

doing so would provide for more 
of a division between their role on the 
screen and their personal life so as to 
allow them to experience some kind of 
childhood.  

then
From left to right: Kevin, Joe, Nick.
Joe, Nick, and Kevin all starred in the Disney Channel 

movie, camp rock, camp rock 2, and Jonas 
Brothers: the concert experience. Along with 
having a TV show called Jonas l.a.

While Nick Jonas was 16, Joe Jonas was 18, and Kevin 
Jonas was 20, they all first apeared on the Disney 
Channel movie Camp Rock.

All three Jonas brothers remained on Disney Channel 
to film their TV show, JONAS L.A. which aired for 
two seasons.

now
Currently, Nick Jonas is 21, Joe Jonas is 23, and Kevin 

Jonas is 25.
None of the Jonas Brothers have been in any non-

Dinsey movies, but Nick Jonas appeared on 
Broadway in how to succeed In Business 
without reallly trying in 2012 playing the role 
of J. Pierrepont Finch. Kevin Jonas has his own 
reality TV show,  married to Jonas, with his his 
wife, Danielle Deleasa.

As of 2013, the Jonas Brothers are on a world tour.

Child stars from the early 2000s were once to be 
envied, but early fame often does not translate into 
future success. arlingtonian takes a look at where 
these precocious celebrities have landed in 2013.

courtesy disney studios, the Jonas brothers, nicKelodeon, paraMount pictures, tWentieth century Fox

64%

67%

41%
41%

40%

Jonas brothers

83%



If you could have voted, would 
you have voted ‘yes’ or ‘no’ for 
the school levy?

do you think the school does 
a good job of preventing 
cheating?

do you think ua’s long-
boarding restrictions are fair?

“I think that they’re 
in the best interest 
of everyone for 
these laws to be 
enforced. It could 
be dangerous for 
the longboarders 
and an accident 
would be tragic.”

Senior Taylor Grow

“I would have voted 
‘yes,’ because I don’t 
think that some of 
the cuts—like firing 
teachers—are fair. 
we have awesome 
teachers here and I 
support them.”

Freshman Madison Grant

“If I could have, 
I would have 
voted ‘yes.’ I think 
it’s important to 
fund and improve 
our schools and 
to support our 
education system.”

Sophomore Doug Bannon

“no, teachers don’t 
pay much attention 
or walk around 
while students are 
taking tests. I get 
the impression 
that most students 
aren’t afraid to 
cheat.”

Junior Brandon Jones 

coMpiled by Mattie stevens
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There comes a special moment in 
most lives to go down on one knee, 
pull out a ring and profess love for 

a significant other, effectively taking the 
first step toward trading marriage vows. 
Consequently, there are also an increasing 
number of moments when words—and 
sometimes plates and vases—fly, and both 
the ring and relationship are flushed down 
the toilet. According to the American 
Psychological Association, 
over 40 percent of 
marriages end in divorce — 
and that includes marriages 
between emotionally 
mature adults. Yet time and 
time again, immature high 
school students start this 
journey prematurely and 
get engaged in high school.

A 2012 Slate magazine 
article by Brian Palmer 
titled “Should You Marry 
Your High-School 
Sweetheart?” says that 
those who marry during 
their teen years “have only a 54 percent 
chance of remaining married for 10 years”. 
Compared to a 78 percent marriage 
survival rate for those who wait until 25 
to marry, teenage marriages are risky and 
unlikely to succeed.

It is appallingly improbable, considering 
the hormonal, irrational and sexual 
personalities of teenagers, that a passionate, 
spur-of-the-moment engagement will last. 
The thought of having found a soulmate 
and taking the first step towards marriage 
may seem cute, but in all honesty, it’s 
premature, perverse, and lacks the level of 
commitment expected in an engagement. 
By the time that next hormonal cycle kicks 
in and the first petty squabble results in 
a full-fledged fight, the engagement is 
over, and everlasting love is replaced with 
perpetual sadness.

This is not to say that a relationship 
that begins in high school will not last. 
Some couples date for years and do 

manage to sustain a lasting relationship 
through their pubescent age and some 
people even go on to marry their high 
school sweethearts and live happily ever 
after. And for our grandparents and great-
grandparents who lived in a time of lesser 
globalization and communication, this 
occurred far more frequently. 

The grim reality however, is that times 
have changed, and relationships have 

too. According to the 
Huffington Post, divorce 
rates today are over 200 
times higher than they 
were a century ago, and 
although some people 
may go on to marry their 
high school sweethearts, 
divorce rates are even 
higher among couples 
who marry early.

The solution? Time. It’s 
crucial to a relationship, 
especially a young 
one. But high school 
students just seem to be 

counteracting the benefits of time by 
jumping head first into engagements, 
thus dooming them to failure.

Who doesn’t want to find their 
Prince Charming when they’re most 
emotionally vulnerable, right in the midst 
of puberty? 

It might feel nice to have that sort 
of bond at first, but the shine wears off. 
Teenagers would rather not feel like 
they’re married and already stuck in a 
life-long commitment. 

Raging hormones and generally 
irrational, undeveloped personalities tend 
to not fit well with a married lifestyle. So 
why take that first step towards marriage 
by getting engaged? I’m no marriage 
counselor, but time seems to have a 
defining effect on a relationship, serving to 
prove it faulty or fulfilling. There is no need 
to jump head first into an engagement 
with somebody who might end up not 
being the perfect soulmate.

by matiasgrotewold, ’13

Hormonal high school students look to beat 
the odds with their teen soulmates.

I Do... Not.



Ohio’s sexting laws need re-examined 
staffedItorIal

One quick click of a camera and a text 
message sent to a friend can leave 
someone with consequences ranging 

from jail time to sex offender registration. Most 
people are aware of what sexting is, but many do 
not realize the consequences associated with it.

a recent sexting case in southern ohio 
at Madeira high school has caused 
the Arlingtonian staff to evaluate the 
consequences, in school and with the law, of 
sending nude photos of minors.

according to a Feb. 27 report from 
cincinnatti cbs affiliate local 12 news, “up to 
10 Madeira high school girls face discipline for 
sending nude pictures of themselves via cell 
phone.”  though charges were not pressed, the 
minors could have faced legal action due to 
the fact that in ohio, sexting images of minors 
is considered a felony.

as of now, according to the american civil 
liberties union, ohio laws state that sexting 
images of minors can be considered a fourth 
degree felony and can result in anywhere from 
six-to-18 months in prison. 

however, we believe that prison time for minors 
not only seems extreme, but it is unnecessary 
in the case of minors sexting of their own 
images. other approaches are more reasonable 
and could be just as effective in punishing the 
culprits. spending time in jail may scare minors 
into refraining from sending nude photos of 
themselves, but it certainly does not teach them 
the dangers and privacy issues behind it. 

in some cases, minors can even face 
registration as a sex offender for excessive 
amounts of time. such a label can affect 
someone for the rest of their lives in vital 
aspects such as jobs, school and future 
oportunities. because of this, we believe that 
this label should not be a consequence of 
sexting if one is under the age of 18. 

one alternative to jail time and sex 
offender registration is a fine. charging minor 
offenders with fines continues to get the 
point across that sexting images of minors 
is not oK, but avoids time spent in jail that 
would create more problems than it would 
solve. Fines should range depending on the 
amount of people a nude photo was sent to, 
as well as the content of the image. 

another way sexting should be handled 
is through school administered punishment. 
again, school punishment could range from 
detention and suspension to even expulsion 
depending on various factors. if students 
photos are being sent around school, 
victims of the sexting will obviously feel 
uncomfortable, which makes for an unsafe 
school environment. however, the amount 
and type of school punishment should be left 
up to administration.

 apart from focusing on the consequences of 
sexting, addressing the ways of preventing the 
situation altogether is also important. the easiest 
way to avoid a sexting scandal is to refrain from 
sending or accepting any nude photos. Without 
anyone taking the photos, there is no one to 
continue the sexting cycle.  
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No appointment necessary,  
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