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arlingtonian is a student-produced 
newsmagazine published approximately every four 
weeks by the Journalism III-a students at Upper 
arlington High School. The publication has been 
established as a public forum for student expression 
and for the discussion of issues of concern to its 
audience. It will not be reviewed or restrained by 
school officials prior to publication or distribution.

Since arlingtonian is a forum for student 
expression, the editorial board, which consists of 
the staff’s editors, will determine the content of 
the newsmagazine and all unsigned editorials; 
therefore, material may not necessarily reflect the 
opinions or policies of Upper arlington school 
officials. 

The views stated in editorials represent that of a 
majority of the editorial board. No single member 
of the editorial board can be held responsible for 
editorial content decisions. Signed columns or 
reviews represent only the opinion of the author.

arlingtonian welcomes letters to the editor, 
guest columns and news releases from faculty, 
administrators, community residents, students and 
the general public. The arlingtonian editorial board 

reserves the right to withhold a letter or column 
and return it for more information if it determines 
the piece contains items of unprotected speech as 
defined by this policy. 

as a public forum, all letters and columns 
meeting the above criteria will be posted in full 
on the arlingtonian web site at www.arlingtonian.
com for a minimum of four weeks. arlingtonian and 
its staff will strive to publish only legally protected 
speech following the legal definitions for libel, 
obscenity and invasion of privacy. 

The staff will also refrain from printing stories 
that create a material disruption of school activities. 
Because the arlingtonian staff will determine 
content of the publication, it will therefore also take 
complete legal and financial responsibility for what 
is printed. arlingtonian will not avoid publishing 
a story solely on the basis of possible dissent or 
controversy.

The arlingtonian staff raises and pays all printing 
and production costs through advertising sales, 
donations and fundraisers.

The editor or co-editors shall interpret and 
enforce this editorial policy.

thank you to our donors!
arlingtonian is provided free to all students and staff with  
contributions from the generous people and businesses below

Arlingtonian Editorial Policy

It’s the final time you’ll open an arlingtonian 
and see me awkwardly perched on a rock and the 
final time you’ll read my set of 400-ish words. I’m 
not entirely sure how many of you actually read the 
musings of my mind and heed my advice, but it’s 
been a great honor to write for you all this year. 

alongside managing Editor Kelly Chian and Copy 
Editor Ellise Shafer, I have had the opportunity to lead 
in the creation of a student publication in which I take 
great pride. Even further, my time writing and editing 
for arlingtonian has come to define who I am today. 

Journalism has taught me to ask questions, pursue 
the truth, be meticulous, and most of all, be aware. 

at the start of the year, I promised you that 
arlingtonian could be a place to keep you informed 
and keep you engaged. 

I think I was able to keep my promise. This year, 
arlingtonian has pursued numerous stories on 
different communal, political and social issues that 
affect your everyday lives. We’ve strived to show 
all relevant perspectives and present the objective 
truth, about issues ranging from the Syrian Civil War 
to Uber usage to 1-1 technology. 

at the start of the year, I also asked something of 
you all. I asked you to stay aware, to step outside your 
comfort zones. Throughout the year, I’ve seen students 
and teachers and the community do exactly that. 

Now, I’m not nearly naive or arrogant enough to 
claim credit for that, but I’m happy to sing praise to it. 

This year, I’ve seen students participate in the 
political process, whether through debating each 
other or forming clubs or going out to perform their 
civic duty in casting a ballot. I’ve seen students keeping 
up with the news and forming their own opinions. I’ve 
seen students engage in learning on their own time, 
even winning top awards for their efforts.

Thank you all for being enthusiastic about your 
passions, and sharing that with the community in 
whatever way possible. Thank you for showing the 
world that apathy is not a problem here at UaHS.

I do believe that Arlingtonian is an integral part 
of student expression in this community, that we 
explore relevant issues and highlight the student 
perspective—something that’s good for students, 
teachers and the administration to see. I’m happy 
to be leaving this journalistic duty to next year’s 
Big 3 Editors: Editor-in-Chief Ellise Shafer, managing 
Editor Greyson Van arsdale, and Copy Editor Caroline 
Chidester. I have no doubt that they’ll continue to 
carry on arlingtonian’s tradition of excellence. 

Jenny Jiao
Editor in Chief

letter from the editor



 NATIONAL HISTORy DAy
Four students compete in state 
contest on national History Day

On april 30, three UaHS sophomores 
competed in the Ohio History Day State 

Competition, held at Ohio Wesleyan University. 
National History Day incorporates year-long 
research projects on history topics that 

students choose themselves. 
Sophomore morgan Leff won first place 

in the essay competition while sophomore 
Clare maves came in second. Both qualified 
to the prestigious national competition in 
mid-June, where they will compete against 
3,000 other students.

Leff wrote about the rapid modernization 
of Japan during the meiji Era, while maves’ 
essay was about how the 1950s radio created 
the teenage subculture in america. 

 Sophomores Cindy Tang and mimi Cai 
worked as a team and were first runner-up 
in the website competition. 

Cai said the project was a great learning 
experience. 

“The competition was a great way for 
us to apply what we learned in english 
and history classes,” Cai said. “Our project 
was about the Black Death, and in the four 
months we have been working on our 
project, we’ve learned how to conduct 
research [and] draw a conclusion.”

Cai credits HSLC teacher Sean martin for 
their success in the competition. 

“We owe the idea to enter into the 
contest to our HSLC teacher, mr. martin,” Cai 
said. “This was originally just a class research 
project, but he mentored us throughout the 
process and encouraged us to enter.”

By Jenny JIao, ‘16

From left: Morgan leff, cindy tang and clare 
Maves. not pictured: Mimi cai. leff and Maves both 
qualified to the national competition, while tang 
and cai were first-runner up as a team.

PHOTO By SEaN maRTIN

NATIONAL ECONOmICS 
CHALLENGE
students place 11th in nation

For the third year in a row, aP Economics 
teacher Scott Shinaberry’s students have 

qualified and competed in the National 
Economics Challenge. 

Sponsored by the Council for Economic 
Education, the competition tests high 
schoolers’ knowledge of economic theory, 
current events and real-life application. 

The preliminary competition included an 
online test, while the semi-finals were a series 

of on-paper tests administered by a proctor. 
Junior Roshan Sivakumar and 

sophomores mark malkin, allen Hu and 
Jonathan Wang won the National Wildcard 
round to qualify to compete in the 
national semi-finals. 

They competed on april 26, and placed 
11th out of 34 participating states. 

malkin explains the hard work and 
dedication that helped his team prepare 
for the competition. 

“We studied all the concepts listed on the 
practice exams every day and also created a 
500-line Excel document with every macro 
data index available,” malkin said. 

He said the experience was exciting, 
but extremely difficult. 

“We were all very excited to learn we 
qualified for nationals, but engaging in the 

semifinals was stressful,” malkin said. “We 
learned that preparation may not always be 
enough to win the entire thing. While we 
were excited to get 11th, we were still quite 
far off our goal of 4th place”

Shinaberry, who encourages his students to 
participate every year, was elated to continue 
the streak of success for the third year.

“It’s a great honor that for three years in 
a row, our students have qualified for the 
semi-finals,” Shinaberry said. “Our next step 
is to keep improving and hopefully make it 
to the finals in New york City.”

By Jenny JIao, ‘16

From the left: sophomore Mark Malkin, aP 
economics teacher scott shinaberry, sophomores 
Jonathan wang, allen Hu and junior roshan 
sivakumar. the team won the wildcard challenge 
and placed 11th in the nation. 

PHOTO By SCOTT SHINaBERRy

top: caroline chidester, Maeve o’Brien, sarah Martin, 
tom weimer, alayna Press, greyson Van arsdale.
Bottom: McDaniel Hartranft, ashley Mccartney, Jenny 
Jiao, ellise shafer, Kelly chian, cole Pirwitz.
not pictured: elaina Downey, lindsey shi, charlotte 
Janes

PHOTO By CaROL HEmmERLy

in-brief: awards season

 JOURNALISm RECOGNITION
arlingtonian newsmagazine 
receives top award in state contest 

arlingtonian student newsmagazine 
received the “aLL-OHIO” award in the 

Overall Newsmagazine contest at the OSma 
(Ohio Scholastic media association) statewide 
spring convention, as well as a “First Place” 
award in the Online News Website contest.

Fifteen students received 33 awards in 
various categories in the OSma individual 
contest. Superior awards were earned by 
seniors Kelly Chian, Jenny Jiao, maeve O’Brien, 
junior alayna Press, and freshmen Frances Kirk, 
Hannah Shi and Sophie yang.

By carol HeMMerly, arlIngtonIan aDVIser

 mATT mcCOy FINALISTS
ten finalists in the running for 
award recognizing capstone 

the Matt Mccoy award is given 
to the student who shows an 
exemplary capstone project 
and paper. the ten finalists will 
present their projects in front of 
the Jury Board.

Chloe amsterdam Grace Brethel Sarah Bridgeport

Sophia Fisher Conor Hayes annabelle Pan

rose Paulsen Will Sullivan daniel Wang

Kylie White
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By mCDaNIEL HaRTRaNFT, ’17

Have you ever been in class and just sat 
there? You may not have been on your 
phone or doing anything seemingly 

distracting to your education, but you just 
weren’t connected. It’s the kind of class period 
where your brain takes a mental vacation far 
from listening to monotone voices discussing 
stories that occured a couple hundred years too 
long ago. Sure, this isn’t always the 
case and of course isn’t applicable to 
everyone, but still the idea of history 
being told in a captivating way is 
captivating in itself. 

Music has the power to take an 
idea, moment, story, or event and 
use a rhythm, beat, melody and 
lyrics to explode the idea into a song. In the 
Broadway show “Hamilton,” the production 
does exactly that through 46 songs about the 
life of Alexander Hamilton. 

There seems to be an unspoken “recipe” 
to Broadway. While all shows are vastly 
different, ingredients that make up a 
broadway show tend to be similar. The-on-
the-rise show “Hamilton” adds a new flavor 
to the Broadway world. The show is written 
by Lin-Manuel Miranda, the writer of “In 
The Heights”, which was performed in 2013 
by the UAHS Vocal Department. 

Miranda read the book Alexander 
Hamilton by Rob Chernow and fell in 
love with Hamilton’s story. Writing 46 
songs, Miranda had intentions of making 
a “Hamilton” mixtape but ended up 
creating a play. The songs are rich with 
American history and provide listeners with 
entertainment and an education. 

The song “Alexander Hamilton” opens up 
the show introducing who Hamilton was. 
Throughout the play, the audience watches 
his success and failures as he and founding 
fathers start a nation.

Songs develop Hamilton as a character; 
the lyrics show his brain and wits by the 
rhythm and rhymes he can spit. Instead 
of debates at cabinet meetings, Hamilton 
along with Thomas Jefferson have rap battles 
stating their political views.

In one such battle, Hamilton raps, 
“Thomas, that was a real nice declaration. 
Welcome to the present, we’re running a real 
nation. Would you like to join us, or stay 

mellow. Doin’whatever the hell it is you do in 
Monticello.” 

The cast of “Hamilton” educates the 
audience on present-day topics as well, as 
its diverse cast portrays the makeup of the 
American population today. 

According to the Times, “‘Hamilton’ is a 
story about America, and the most beautiful 
thing about it is…it’s told by such a diverse 
cast with a such diverse styles of music,” says 
Renee Elise Goldsberry, who plays Angelica 
Schuyler, Hamilton’s sister-in-law. “We have 
the opportunity to reclaim a history that some 
of us don’t necessarily think is our own.”

 The songs on the soundtrack educate 
its listeners on topics of Battle of Yorktown, 
Hamilton and Burr, rules of duels, 
Hamilton’s affair, Washington’s presidency 
and King George’s relationship with 
America. The list goes on and on, as does the 
idea of using songs in education. 

A Californian news outlet KQED News 
reports that teachers are applying the popular 
songs in their curriculum. 

“This has just given us a cool factor 
beyond any means,” said Justin Emrich, 

an eighth-grade social studies teacher at 
the Olentangy Berkshire Middle School in 
Galena, Ohio, who brought “Hamilton” to 
his students after seeing a clip of Lin-Manuel 
Miranda performing at the White House.

“They are obsessed with this right now,” 
Emrich said. 

According to USADYE, some schools are 
going beyond using the hip hop songs and 
creating classes around Hamilton. 

“History teacher Dr. Jim Cullen, 
who will be offering an elective 
course for 11th and 12th graders on 
the musical Hamilton at the Ethical 
Culture Fieldston School in New 
York, will ask students to delve into 
three themes: looking at a period of 
history through one person’s eyes, 

studying the artistry of the play itself and 
exploring how non-historians understand the 
past,”    Usadye.ru reported. 

American history teacher Nate Palmer 
doesn’t cover the history in which Hamilton 
takes place but feels like if he did, he would 
too use the songs. 

“If there was a song that connected 
to what I was trying to teach, I would 
absolutely consider using it,” Palmer said. 

While on-level American History does 
not cover Hamilton, the AP courses do. 

“I have taught [Alexander] Hamilton 
as part of the AP US history for thirteen 
years. I have read Ron Chernow’s wonderful 
book as well as Gore Vidal’s, which has a 
very different perspective,” AP U.S. History 
teacher Betsy Sidor said. 

She has used other broadway songs in 
her class. 

“The musical ‘1776’ received similar 
acclaim to ‘Hamilton’ when it opened on 
Broadway,” Sidor said. “For many years, my 
students have been delighted by clips of ‘1776’. 
Broadway musicals can express history in 
marvelous ways.”  

a Broadway education: Popular musical impacts schools
COURTESy HamILTON mUSICaL

“If there was a song that connected 
to what I was trying to teach, I 
would absolutely consider using it.”  

AmERICAN HISTORy TEACHER NATE PALmER



news recap
tHen: On Oct. 9, 2012, twelve-year-old malala 

yousafzai boarded a school bus in Pakistan and was shot 
three times by a Taliban gunman. The Taliban had declared 
their intent to kill both her and her father, Ziauddin 
yousafzai, who advocated for girls’ education in the region. 
malala’s assassination attempt sparked worldwide support 
and placed a magnifying glass on the state of education, 
especially for women in Pakistan and other middle Eastern 
countries. 

noW: Since her recovery, malala has been a leading 
voice for women’s education around the world. She was 
featured in Time magazine’s “100 most Influential People 
in the World” from 2013-2015, and has won a myriad of 
awards for her both her bravery and her impact, including 
Pakistan’s National youth Peace Prize, the Sakharov Prize 
and the Nobel Peace Prize. She has spoken at the United 
Nations calling for universal access to education and she’s 
set up a school for Syrian refugee girls. Now, she goes to 
school at Edgbaston High School in Birmingham, England. 

tHen:  The world’s worst ebola virus outbreak began in 
2013 with a one-year-old child in Guinea. The virus spread 
from Guinea to neighboring countries and in 2014, the 
World Health Organization declared an international public 
health emergency. Panic proliferated across the globe and 
increased dramatically in the United States when a nurse was 
the first to contract the virus here. Overall, the outbreak was 
estimated by the WHO to have killed over 11,000, with about 
10 percent of those being healthcare workers. 

noW: While the panic has dissipated dramatically since 
the initial contraction, the epidemic was only declared the 
end of the outbreak on Jan. 14, 2016. That date signified 
the first time in two entire years that there wasn’t a single 
reported case for 42 days. The WHO reported that all known 
chains of transmission have been stopped in West africa. 
In addition, the nurse who had contracted the virus in the 
U.S. recovered. Even though the disease has left, the impact 
is still heavily felt by the families of the infected and dead, 
as well as the governments still attempting to restore their 
state capacity to help their citizens. 

Updates on top stories from the 
last four years of high school

malala stands up

ebola strikes out

Malala yousafzai with actress and Plan International girls’ rights ambassador, Freida 
Pinto, discussing girls’ rights with the youth For change panel.

PHOTO By FIRSTNamE LaST

created by cDc microbiologist cynthia goldsmith, this colorized transmission 
electron micrograph (teM) revealed some of the ultrastructural morphology 
displayed by an ebola virus virion.

COURTESy CDC GLOBaL

guinea’s frontline healthcare workers are receiving practical training in 
identifying, isolating, and caring for suspect ebola patients and protecting 
themselves while doing so. 

COURTESy CDC GLOBaL

By JENNy JIaO, ‘16
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tHen: The worldwide media broke with a single story 
on June 5, 2013: Classified NSa documents showed that 
the U.S. was spying on its own people. National Security 
agency analyst Edward Snowden had stolen thousands 
of documents earlier in the year and released them to 
journalists. The documents showed that the NSa was 
looking through millions of emails and instant messages, 
tracking cell phones and even accessing yahoo! and 
Google data centers of american citizens. The eruption of 
articles sparked a worldwide debate on state surveillance 
and the law that gave the NSa these powers, the Patriot 
act. Snowden was charged with espionage and theft of 
government property and fled to Russia. 

noW: Since then, there has been vigorous public debate 
about the pros and cons of widespread state surveillance. 
On Oct. 29, 2015, the European Parliament voted for the 
countries in the EU to drop charges against Snowden 
and to recognize him as an “international human rights 
defender.” On June 2, 2015, the Senate passed the USa 
Freedom act, which was a restoration of many provisions of 
the Patriot act; however, the new act modified and added 
additional restrictions on the surveillance capabilities of the 
government, which was largely attributed to the intense 
public debate. Snowden still resides somewhere in Russia, 
with asylum from U.S. extradition. 

tHen: a plane carrying 239 people mysteriously 
disappeared on march 8 while flying from Kuala 
Lumpur to malaysia. Experts believed that the 
Boeing 777 ran out of fuel and dropped into the 
Indian Ocean, but search teams from all different 
nations with high-level technology found no traces 
of the aircraft or its passengers. 

noW: For an entire year, teams searched the 
ocean but came up with nothing concerning 
the missing plane. Conspiracy theories floated 
with no evidence to the contrary until July 2015, 
when an airplane wing was found off the coast of 
madagascar. Subsequently, other pieces of debris 
matching mH370 were found nearby, confirming 
that the plane indeed crashed into the ocean. 
Furthermore, just in Feb. of 2016, more pieces 
of the plane were found in mozambique. These 
pieces could indicate that there was a violent 
breakdown, which would dispel theories that the 
pilot crashed into the ocean on purpose. However, 
even two years after, the mystery has still not been 
completely solved.

nSa spying uncovered

Plane went missing

ceremony for the conferment of the carl von ossietzky Medal 2014 to edward snowden, 
laura Poitras and glenn greenwald. snowden released confidential nsa documents 
to the two journalists in 2013. the medal is presented by the International league for 
Human rights “to honor citizens or initiatives that promote basic human rights.”

COURTESy mICHaEL F. mEHNERT

united states navy MH-60r seahawk helicopter of the guided Missile Destroyer uss 
Pinckney approaches to conduct a crew swap prior to returning on task in the search 
and rescue for the missing Malaysia airlines flight MH370. the flight had 227 passengers 
from 14 nations, mainly china, and 12 crew members. according to the Malaysia airlines 
website, three americans, including one infant, were also aboard.

COURTESy HSm-78 DET 2

a R L I N G TO N I a N   |   9

NE WS



10  |   may  18 ,  2016 

The Common App  
Coach 

Need help writing your 
college essays? 

Juniors: The Common Application essay 
prompt are already available, and they are a 
vital part of the college admissions process. Are 
you ready for this next big step? 

Get one-on-one private coaching to help you… 

‣ Make a helpful and purposeful plan of attack 
‣ Avoid the traps of each prompt 
‣ Edit and proofread for perfection 
‣ Understand the competition and the dos and 

don’ts of writing college essays 
‣ Streamline your ideas for conciseness, power, 

and impact 

Contact Matt Toohey  

The Common App Coach*: 

uacommonappcoach

@gmail.com 

*Not affiliated with Upper Arlington Schools
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By CaROLINE CHIDESTER, ’17

One of two Columbus schools 
bordering Upper Arlington 
could close and be consolidated 

with the other under a new plan 
announced in early April by Columbus 
City Schools (CSS).

CCS announced a major rebuilding 
plan in April that will replace or 
modernize up to six high schools. As part 
of its newly introduced Facilities Master 
Plan, the district 
has created a variety 
of options for each 
area of the district, 
some involving only 
renovations of existing 
buildings and others 
calling for the building 
of new schools to 
replace ageing structures. 

In the northwest area, one option is to 
replace both Centennial and Whetstone, 
while other options include consolidating 
one school into the other. Replacement 
of Whetstone on its current site became 
much less likely shortly after the master 
plan was unveiled, when the district was 
told by a consultant that the high school 
sits in a floodplain.

“I think the renovations could benefit 
the students through having a nicer 
school, but it could definitely create 
conflicts because it could create a lot 
longer travel to school, and it would 
be more expensive than just fixing up 
Whetstone and Centennial,” Whetstone 
junior Lauren Peters, said. 

Upper Arlington junior Jordan Zimmer 
believes that the plan may be the last straw 
for some Whetstone students. 

“I have a lot of friends at Whetstone 
that have considered moving to UA in 

the past,” Zimmer said. “I think this big 
change may finally inspire them to switch,  
considering they may have to switch 
schools anyway.”

The master plan was developed by 
an Facilities Master Planning Ad Hoc 
Committee, a committee designed for this 
particular purposed comprised of qualified 
professionals.

The district recently held four 
community meetings to introduce its plan. 

PHOTO COURTESy WHETSTONE HIGH SCHOOL

whetstone High school (above), which 
will soon be torn down in an attempt to 
restructure and renovate the old columbus 
city school systems.

Neighboring  high school could close 
under Columbus school master plan

Columbus City 
School renovations

“I think the renovations could benefit the students through having a nicer 
school, but it could definitely create conflicts because it could create
longer travel to school.”

WHETSTONE JUNIOR LAUREN PETERS

The presentation included a statement 
of goals for the Facilities Master Plan, 
including to “place every student in a new 
or fully renovated facility.” 

Additional goals include operating 
facilities efficiently and balancing diverse 
educational programs, neighborhood 

schools and long-term operational costs.  
Critics of the plan cite the value of 

attending a school in their neighborhood, and 
are concerned about the cost to taxpayers. 

Replacing Centennial with a new 
structure on the same site would cost an 
estimated $57 million. The district has 
109 schools in all, with an enrollment of 
more than 50,000 students. Up to six high 
schools could close under all of the plans 
being considered. 
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you have heard about the 
closing of six columbus city 
schools.

you are involved in various art 
courses here at the high school.

you are planning on going 
straight to college after 

high school.

Data For tHIs yay or nay coMPIleD tHrougH a  
Voluntary arlIngtonIan surVey oF 10 Percent oF tHe stuDent BoDy.

you are going to work 
this summer.

you use the new space in the 
second floor lc often.

you still hear about the impact 
of ebola.

you believe columbus has a 
strong restaurant scene.

you would like to live  
in ua later in life.

66%

yay OR Nay COmPILED By maEVE O’BRIEN

6% yAy, 90% NAy, 4% UNDECIDED

20% yAy, 49% NAy, 31% UNDECIDED

73% yAy, 15% NAy, 12% UNDECIDED

27% yAy, 68% NAy, 5% UNDECIDED

56% yAy, 41% NAy, 3% UNDECIDED

83% yAy, 5% NAy,12 % UNDECIDED

34% yAy, 66% NAy, 0% UNDECIDED

85% yAy, 7% NAy, 8% UNDECIDED

56%

73%

68%

83%

85%

90%

49%
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UAHS Design Teams work to improve high school
By GREySON VaN aRSDaLE, ‘17

UAHS is usually under renovation. 
From fixing the leaks in the 
ceiling to relocating study halls to 

repainting the school during the summer, 
there’s always some form of improvement 
going on at the high school. Currently, four 
“design teams” are working to rethink and 
redesign aspects of the school. The four 
teams consist of the Learning Center team, 
the Experimental Classroom team, the 
Innovation Selection 
Process team, and 
the Research and 
Design Lab team. 
All these teams are 
led by and made 
up of teachers and 
administrators.

The Learning 
Center shows 
the most drastic 
renovation over the 
past school year. 
The area has been 
repainted, as well as 
bookshelves being 
moved to open up 
the space for use.  
The new team is focused on finding new 
functionality in the redesigned space. 
Their goal, according to the agendas given 
to them, is to allow students to use the 
Learning Center in new, effective ways, 
but also make sure that the functions 
do not conflict with the uses of the 
Experimental Classroom, which will be 
a new space to enhance cross-program 
collaboration and project-based learning. 

UAHS recently received a grant for 62 
thousand dollars from Steelcase Grant, 
which is being used to furnish and equip 
the new Experimental Classroom.

Principal Andrew Theado explained the 
details of the plan. 

“Right now, the team is looking at putting 
the Experimental Classroom on the first floor 

of the Learning Center,” Theado said. “The 
specifics have to be worked out, like how are 
we going to separate that concept from the 
rest of the [Learning Center].

The Research and Design Team, 
however, is not working with a physical 
place like the first two groups. 

“The Research and Design lab is a way 
to support innovative things happening in 
our building,” Theado said. 

The R&D 
Design Team’s 
assignment is to write 
a job description for 
UAHS’s Human 
Resources to consider. 

“The goal of 
R&D is not to add 
positions to the high 
school,” Theado 
said. “But to have 
an innovations 
center, or an R&D 
lab, we would need 
somebody [already 
working for UAHS] 
to be leading it.”

The final team is 
the Innovation Selection Team. 

“We have staff that do innovative things 
all the time,” Theado said. “Whether 
that’s small-scale and affects only their 
classroom, people do that all the time. 
But sometimes, people have ideas that are 
bigger in scale and scope, meaning it could 
affect more people and more programs, so 
Innovation Selection would be that process 
to look at different ideas to figure out 
what, as a building, do we need to support 
with resources.”

With these four teams working to 
improve the high school, the building 
may have a more student space, more 
functionality and a more streamlined 
process for students and teachers to rethink 
and reimagine their school.

the second floor of the learning center has been 
repainted and refurnished, allowing for new use of 
the space by students and teachers. 

PHOTO By CHaRLOTTE JaNES



end of the road

IzAk WUNDERLICH
Wrestling/Football
the feeling of never playing sports 
again is... good, my stress levels are 
down significantly with school winding 
down and not having to worry about off-
season programs. I can just relax. 

my advice to underclassmen is... it’s all 
about the gains.

my biggest regrets are... not doing 
my best toward the end of my career, 
particularly in wrestling. I just wish I could 
have ended on a better note. 

my fondest memory is... getting second 
in the medina wrestling tournament. It 
made me feel very accomplished and like 
all my hard work paid off. 

the one thing i will always remember 
is... the team meals on Thursday nights 
after practice. 

Playing intramurals in college for me... 
won’t happen because I want to focus on 
my studies and also I want to watch my 
friends who are playing sports in college.

the one thing i would do over is... not 
wrestling poorly in the District wrestling 
tournament in my senior season. 

L AU R E N  TJ A D E N 
volleyball/track
the thing i have missed the most about 
volleyball is... my team and the program 
as a whole. I see a lot of the girls around 
school and in some of my classes but it’s 
not the same as having practice, games 
and team meals everyday.

my favorite memories are... the bus 
rides before and after games with the 
team, pre-game rituals and the team 
sleepovers we would have.

my advice to underclassmen is... you 
get out what you put in. Work harder 
than the person next to you and push 
your teammates to get better.

not having anything in the offseason 
is... kind of boring but it has helped me 
get an idea of what it’s going to be like 
next year when I’m not a student athlete. 
It also given me the opportunity to train 
the way I want to which was nice.

the ending was... not really surreal 
since I knew I still had the rest of the 
school year. I think the ending of track 
season will really get me since it’s the 
end of my senior year as well. 

S A m  B U C k L E y
lacrosse/Basketball
the thing that got me into lacrosse 
was... growing up in Upper arlington, 
it’s only natural to play lacrosse at some 
point. I learned I was pretty good at it 
compared to other kids so I thought it 
would be something I’d like to continue.  
Playing at Ua, it’s fun being a part of 
such a historically dominant program. 
after lacrosse, life without sports will 
be... tough knowing I won’t be playing 
at the highest level of competition, but I 
will never be without sports in my life.

the thing i will miss the most is... 
playing for something bigger than 
myself and representing the community 
of Upper arlington.

my advice to underclassmen is.... 
work hard and opportunities will come.

my favorite memory is... when the 
basketball team made their run in the 
state tournament in 2014, it was really 
cool to be a part of the program even 
though I wasn’t on the varsity team.

the things i’ll miss the least are... for 
sure sprints and morning running.

senior Izak wunderlich readys himself before the 
start of the play in a game against Dublin Jerome.

senior lauren tjaden prepares to pass the 
volleyball during one of the games last fall.

senior sam Buckley attacks the goal for the 
lacrosse team.

PHOTO By CHaRLOTTE JaNES PHOTO  COURTESy OF LaUREN TJaDEN PHOTO By CHaRLOTTE JaNES

By COLE PIRWITZ, ’16

Three seniors reflect on their 
athletic careers at UAHS
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Come on down to Bear Essentials!
The UAHS School Store

School Supplies
Paperback books
Spirit Wear for the whole family
Gym Bags
Gift Items

Store Hours: 7:50a.m. - 3:15p.m. on school days 

Call us at: 487-5237

We’ve got a lot in stock including:

Class of 2016

sabrina amiin
gage Freeman
James Macklin
Joey Magnone

Kerra Mason
sarah studer

Jordann wernick

You’re off to great places!

Today is your day!

Your mountain is waiting,

so... Get on your way!

—Dr. SeuSS
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Athletes

PHOTO By SaRaH maRTIN

PaGE DESIGN By CaROLINE CHIDESTER, ’17

Spring teams begin their seasons 
with Ohio’s typical mixed weather forecast

PH
O

TO
 By Sa

Ra
H

 m
a

RTIN

PHOTO By ELaINa DOWNEy

▲ GIRLS LACROSSE: the team fights for control 
of the ball in their game on april 12. they beat 
worthington Kilbourne, winning the game 15-2.
▶ BOyS TRACk: senior Zane laws practices on 
april 11 to prepare for the team’s meet on april 
12.  while there, they recieved third place against 
thomas worthington and Hillard Darby.
▶▶ BOyS TENNIS: sophomore Jack arnold serves 
to olentangy in a game of doubles on april 13, 
where the team won 5 to 0.

▶ GIRLS TRACk: Junior Zoe 
Manoukian and sophomores 
elizabeth geil and Hannah sharp 
practice on april 11 after winning 
seventh place at a track invitational 
at Hilliard Darby. 
▶▶ BOyS LACROSSE: senior cole 
Kaparos plays against worthington 
Kilbourne on april 12. ua won 15 to 
5 in snowy conditions.



BASEBALL
Senior 
adam 
newlon
this season 
we have... had 
several very good 
wins that have put us 
in an excellent position as we head into 
the tournament.

the expectations for the rest of the 
year is... to prepare ourselves better 
than any team in the tournament and 
we believe this will allow us to reach 
our goal of winning the district and 
eventually playing at Huntington in the 
state championship.

Being a senior captain is... an honor 
in a strong program like ours. The 
captains are leaders both on and off the 
field and represent what the baseball 
program is about.

• • • • • • • • 

SOFTBALL
Senior  
elli 
Wachtman
the 
improvements 
we have made 
are... growing closer 
as a team as we learn to work towards a 
common goal. 

the best part of the season is... 
dodgeball. after an intense week of 
practice, we almost always finish with a 
game of dodgeball, which really brings 
us together.

Being a senior captain is... a great 
honor, for having earned the trust of 
both the players and coaching staff. 
It’s an indescribable privilege to be so 
actively engaged in ensuring the best 
for the team. 

Captains’ Chat
COmPILED By COLE PIRWITZ
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SPOTLIGHT

Following 
the Yellow 
Brick 
Road
For the past four years, the class of 
2016 has been on a journey toward 
graduation. Along the way, they’ve 
experienced some truly spectacular 
moments. Follow us as we travel 
back down the yellow brick road...
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Going to the 
Schottenstein Center 
to play for a state 

championship my sophomore 
year was probably the best 
experience of my basketball 

career. I was only a sophomore 
so I didn’t really play that much all 

year on varsity and only got to dress. 
However, in the state semifinal game we were up by 25 
and our coach started to put all of us younger guys in 
the game. So for about 25 seconds, I got to experience 
my dream since I was a little kid to play in the Schott in 
front of a huge crowd. That’s another thing that made 
the experience so amazing: the crowd. The support from 
our entire student body and the whole Upper Arlington 
community was what made the experience so much fun 
for us on the team. Although we didn’t end up winning 
in the end, the run to the state title game really showed 
what an amazing community we have in UA.   

Basketball State Finals
By JaKE KERN, ‘16

I entered UAHS as 
a freshman with 
only one friend 

from my school.  As a 
student from outside 
the district (I had come 
from Saint Andrew) 

I was hyper-aware 
of how foreign public 

high school was.  But the 
welcoming committee (called 

Link Crew way back then) made me feel at home 
and excited to make friends.  So sophomore year 
when Bear Guides replaced Link Crew, I jumped 
at the opportunity to welcome new freshmen 
the way I had been welcomed– with enthusiasm, 
kindness, and understanding.  I participated in 
the Freshman Orientation efforts at the high 
school for three years, and have always cherished 
the ability to make new students feel safe and 
connected.  Bear Guides allowed upperclassmen 
to bridge the divide that often forms between 
grade levels in a way that was fun for everyone– 
with awkward icebreakers, scavenger hunts and 
building tours that make anyone’s first day of high 
school unforgettable. 

Bear Guides  By SOPHIa FISHER, ‘16

BEARS AT THE BEGINNING: Bear guides pose for a group picture on aug.20, the day before 
school begins. upper arlington’s freshman mentorship program, Bear guides, consists of juniors 
and seniors who introduce incoming freshman to uaHs’s building, activities, and student life. 

PHOTO By aNDREW THEaDO

OUT ON TOP: Members of the 2013-2014 varsity basketball game storm onto the court 
after a win in the state semi-finals. the golden Bears went on to play a tough state 
championship at the schottenstein center in which they lost 62-58.

COURTESy JaKE KERN
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Junior Prom By DaNNy TOmaSZEWSKI, ‘16

Upperclassmen getting in gear
Dates and friends took lots of pics
Everyone sporting fresh new kicks.

But oh prom, you scoundrel you
What did you do to our good food?
The meat as rare as snow days
The bread hard like getting straight A’s

The DJ, where was he from?
He spun beats like a Cali bum
Table talk was awkward like
“Sooo do you like to walk or bike?”

But oh prom, you witty thing
These memories keep us laughing
Although it could have been better
Nothing is perfect, remember?

From embarrassing our youth
By dressing up at the photo booth
To not caring anymore
While dabbing on the dance floor

Make the most of time left here
And live carefree, not without fear
For life simply runs too fast
To regret moments in the past  

I think I can enjoy UA’s Fourth of July parade 
more now that I know my marching days are 
over. Our directors always say it’s the hardest 

thing we do all year. We had to wake up early, 
wear thick black pants totally inappropriate for 
July, and stand and march at attention for an 
hour, playing the four same songs over and over. 

Reaching the end of the parade has been one of 
the purest joys I’ve experienced in band. It’s always 

such a relief to take off my sweaty neck strap, grab a 
bottle of water, and find some friends to commiserate with. 

But through all the early mornings and sweaty parades, the hours 
of memorizing music and learning drills, I feel nothing but gratitude 
for my time with the band. It doesn’t matter if we’re at end of the 
parade on the Fourth of July, drenched in sweat, in our cabin at band 
camp, laughing uncontrollably, or under the stadium lights of the Marv, 
marching eight steps to five yards; my friendships have made band 
worthwhile for me. I wouldn’t have wanted to march the parade with 
anyone else.  

Fourth of July 
By ROSE PaULSON, ‘16

FIRST PROm: then-junior Jack lebouef (left) and Danny 
tomaszewski pose for a picture at the greater columbus 
convention center for prom. tomaszewski, as class 
President, helped plan the entire event. 

COURTESy DaNNy TOmaSZEWSKI

Oh 
prom, 
how 

do I describe 
you?
A simple 

passage just 
couldn’t do

But poetry will 
suffice.

So I’ll begin with something nice

Preparation wasn’t too bad.
A few meetings with Boesch we had
We agreed on a theme, chose the food
And made shirts for the gals and dudes.

A day before the big night
We arrived and wow, what a sight!
The convention center was big
With two floors, we had a great gig.

We got to work setting up
Putting out t-shirts as our warm up
Then we reviewed all the plans
And forbid any Natty cans.

Soon enough, the prom was here

PARADING: each year, uaHs Marching Band plays in the upper 
arlington Fourth of July Parade. the performance is a tradition for 
both the band itself and the ua community.

COURTESy aSHLEy mCCaRTNEy
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Being a counselor was one 
of the most fulfilling 
things I have ever 

done.  It allowed me to take 
the pressure off myself and 
allowed me to focus on having 

fun with the kids.  We spent our 
mornings and afternoons hiking, 

while our nights were filled with 
hoedowns and skits.  Although spending 

three days with a bunch of sixth graders doesn’t sound 
very relaxing, those three days were probably the most 
relaxed day I had had in months.  Being able to hang out 
and spend time outside with the kids allowed all of the 
other counselors and myself to feel like we were back 
in sixth grade. It was amazing to be able to facilitate 
learning and connections between the kids and watch 
new friendships be made. My favorite moment of Sixth 
Grade Camp was definitely watching the kids’ faces 
as they made it up Back Breaker Hill; they were all so 
excited and felt so accomplished.  I would do anything to 
go back to camp and recommend applying to everyone 
who can. 

Sixth Grade Camp By GRaCE BRETHEL, ‘16

G oing on the Scotland Exchange 
doesn’t really have a comparison, 
as it isn’t the typical spring break 

trip to Cabo or Siesta Key. What Scotland 
lacks in idyllic weather it replaces with 
awe-inspiring antiquity. Every place 

we visited welcomed us with buildings 
and traditions that predated the American 

Revolution. I stayed in an area that looked like 
a transplant of San Francisco  with steep streets lined by identical 
houses - houses that mimicked San Franciscan architecture, 
replacing the wooden siding with stone bricks the size of a tire. We 
filled our days traveling to the various cities of Scotland, including 
St. Andrews, Edinburgh and of course, Dundee. Our trip was 
defined by the freedom we were given to explore the country how 
we desired. Although the day’s general location was predetermined, 
what we saw and where we went was up to us. Nights filled hanging 
out downtown or relaxing at someone’s house completed the 
experience. The relationships made with my host family persevere 
long after the return plane departs. After leaving Scotland, a feeling 
lingers in your gut. A feeling of longing and nostalgia that cannot 
be expressed. The essence of an entire country cannot be captured in 
just a few words. You have to experience it. 

Scottish exchange By ETHaN FISCHER, ‘16

BACk-BREAkER HILL: seniors sheridan Mueller (left) and grace Brethel finish up a 
four-mile hike up one of the most difficult hills, Back-Breaker Hill. Brethel found that 
watching sixth graders from her cabin reach the top of the hill was one of the most 
rewarding moments at camp.

COURTESy GRaCE BRETHEL

IDyLLIC LANDSCAPES: while in scotland, exchange students had the 
opportunity to experience the old and rustic landscapes of st. andrews, 
scotland. 

COURTESy ETHaN FISCHER
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The Andros Island Trip was an 
unforgettable week filled with 
snorkeling next to stingrays and 

sharks, hiking up rocky cliffs overlooking 
the ocean, swimming around a sunken 
ship, island hopping and eating native 

Bahamian food. We stayed on a field 
station located right on the beach of the 

Atlantic Ocean, which made waking up every 
morning a little easier. Days were broken up into three boat 
days and three bus days. On boat days, we would wake up and 
take a boat to an island, stopping along the way to snorkel in 
the Andros Barrier Reef, or swim in the Tongue of the Ocean 
or look for starfish. Everyday we would eat lunch on the beach 
of random islands before swimming some more. On bus days, 
we would take buses to different cliffs or landmarks around the 
island including a historic lighthouse, a cave and two blue holes. 
Every day held new experiences and adventures that were unlike 
anything else. Even though all of these things were incredible, 
the best part of the trip was experiencing all of these things with 
my classmates. Traveling to a different country and experiencing 
a new culture with your friends is unlike anything else. If you 
have an interest in learning about different cultures, studying 
biology or just swimming in the ocean alongside marine life, 
then Andros is the place for you. 

andros island By WILL SULLIVaN, ‘16

The Mystery of 
Edwin Drood was 
a great experience. 

As my last musical at the 
high school, I was sad to 
leave an amazing group of 

friends but I loved watching 
each of them grow musically. 

I remember one day we ran 
through every ending to the show, 

(there are over 400) and all the chorus members just 
sat in awe at everyone’s talent. It was hilarious and 
fun to interact with the audience before the show. 
Each night we went out and welcomed everyone to 
the ‘Music Hall Royale’ with our British accents and 
our 19th century attitudes. But the best memory is 
each night before we went out, each of the seniors 
gave a farewell speech to the underclassmen. It was 
really emotional and a lot of people cried but it was a 
true testament to all the fun and friends we’ve made. 
Off to the Races! 

edwin drood  By NaTaLIE amLING, ‘16

mORNING SUN: the shores of andros Island, situated next to the cabins 
where uaHs students stayed. on the trip, students explored the wildlife, 
scenery and learned about the environment.

COURTESy WILL SULLIVaN

ENCORE: the cast asks the audience to pick one of over 400 endings for the play by asking 
them to choose who killed edwin Drood. the uaHs Vocal Music Dept. performed the 
Mystery of edwin Drood, an unfinished play written by charles Dickens. amling was a part 
of the chorus for the play.

COURTESy NaTaLIE amLING
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T his past spring 
break I went to 
the Island of 

Aruba, also known as 
“The Happy Island.” 

The island was very true 
to its nickname because 

all of the locals we met were 
extremely outgoing and friendly. 

The island itself was relaxing, peaceful and full 
of sun from seven in the morning until eight or 
nine at night. Although the majority of the island 
speaks English, many of the locals also speak 
Dutch, Spanish and Papiamento. My friends and 
I jumped off boats into the clear 80 degree water 
to snorkel alongside colorful fish and the other 
aquatic life. We explored caves near black sand 
beaches where we found pink, yellow and even 
purple seashells. Most nights we would eat at one 
of the many restaurants located on the beaches of 
Aruba, literally in the sand. Wild dogs ran around 
the island and slept under umbrellas on the beach 
along with bright green and blue lizards and large, 
multicolored birds. The weather was incredibly hot 
all of the time, but with a strong wind you could 
barely feel yourself getting burnt! 

Senior Spring Break By LExIE CZERWONKa, ‘16

Community School can be summed up into 
one word: unpredictable. You could walk 
into class ready to have a discussion about 

the reading due, but something would happen in 
the news and we would focus on that instead that 
day. I impulsively clicked on CS-Literature 11 

while registering for classes sophomore year.  I never 
expected that just two short years in the program 

would lead me to my closest friends,  great teachers 
who care about every student, and my passion for learning.  Once you step 
into the crowded humid room at the end of the hall, you are welcomed with 
open ears, an open seat or a spot in the windowsill.  My time in Community 
School showed me that everyone is just a person, simple as that. Everyone 
has a voice and deserves to be heard. No one is better or worse than anyone 
else, we are all here learning together. Many of the kids in that room are so 
compassionate towards one another, helping with an assignment or bringing 
food to each other. I am incredibly thankful I had the opportunity to spend 
my time in that crowded humid room. 

Community School
By CORINNE STOWE, ‘16

ON THE ROCkS: czerwonka sits on the rocks, looking out on the caribbean sea. aruba Island is 
merely 70 square miles and situated off the coast of Venezuela. 

COURTESy LExIE CZERWONKa

SC
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Soaked and defeated, many Upper 
Arlington seniors set down their 
water guns this week as Senior 

Tag continues to eliminate more teams. 
Senior Tag is a game played by hundred 
of students in the senior class. The 

objective of the game is to eliminate other 
teams by spraying them with squirt guns 

without getting soaked yourself. As the game 
progresses teams are required to eliminate more 

enemies to stay alive. After going through several rounds, students 
may begin to feel blasé about the game, as it requires a large time 
commitment. Though all players can find their passion once again 
when they think of the 650 dollar prize winning. I myself dreamed 
day and night about those 650 Washingtons. Enough money to 
pay for my Taco Bell purchases for almost a month. Though, to 
my dismay our team fell short getting eliminated first round. Even 
though I want to blame my teammates ( Jurgen Wilkes). I know 
we tried our hardest from pretending to be a Pizza Delivery Boy to 
hiding under a boat for over 3 hours. And even though we lost we 
had an “H E double hockey stick” of a time doing it. 

Senior tag 
By PaUL KRUSE, ‘16

I have been fortunate enough to go 
on many orchestra trips during my 
time at UAHS, traveling to places 

from Disney World to China. However, 
I am glad I was able to end my high 
school year and orchestra career by going 
to New York City. We visited iconic 

places like Times Square and Radio 
City Music Hall, saw historic sites like the 

9/11 Memorial and the Statue of Liberty, 
but most memorable for me was our visit to the United Nations 
Headquarters. We visited not once, but twice! Once to perform 
and the following day for a tour. It was incredible to see the various 
chambers and the artifacts the building housed. I imagined it 
being full of delegates from around the world, all working together 
to represent their countries interests while moving forward to 
accomplish the goals of the UN. I pictured President Obama or 
Ban Ki-Moon giving a speech from the podium that stood before 
us. The best part was sharing that experience with some of my 
closest friends from high school, and then walking around the 
streets of New York for our last night in the city. 

orchestra takes nYC
By CHLOE amSTERDam, ‘16

TImES SqUARE: Members of the uaHs orchestra pose in times sqaure 
during a trip to new york city. while there, the orchestra played at the 
united nations Headquarters. 

COURTESy CHLOE amSTERDam
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Senior destinations
Class of 2016 graduates choose their future paths and embark on a new journey
COmPILED By KELLy CHIaN ’16
american university
Elizabeth magill
amherst college
Kelly Chian
appalachian state 

university
annie murray
arizona state university
Harrison Showe
auburn university
mary Greenlee
Baylor university
Claire moody
Bowling green state 

university
Bobby Gardikes
Elizabeth Page
Scott Willmarth
Bradley university
Lauren mcmillan
Bucknell university
Cameron Wade
Butler university
Nick Trifelos
capital university
Connor Campbell
Elli Watchman
carnegie Mellon 

university
Lindsey Shi
case western reserve 

university
Dylan Briggs
chapman university
Jack Campise
coastal carolina 

university
Shannon Inskeep
colgate university
Patrick Toohey

college of the Holy cross
Cole Pirwitz
college of william and 

Mary
michael Chene
colorado Mountain 

college, spring Valley
Dylan Strahm

columbia college 
chicago

Grant Jones
Katrina mulligan
columbus college of art 

and Design
Lingxin Kong
Kathleen Wagner
Steven Wink
columbus state 

community college
Cole anderson 
Jackson Baber
Deserie Burdette
Nicolas Conty
Dominick Del Tosto
Nicholas Evans
aidan Gipe
Samuel Hamilton
Stephen Kim
abigail Lagman
James mcCombs
Jane Nida
Connor Racey
mason Rhoades
Griffin Wear
Jacob Zheng
cornell university
Chloe amsterdam
Julian Kroll
Dartmouth college
meara maccabee
Dension university
Samuel Colker-Eybel
DePaul university
andrew manokas
Duke university
Jenny Jiao
eastern Michigan 

university
michael Giuliani
elon university
andrew Jones
Fordham university
Charles mitchell
georgia Institute of 

technology
Daniel Wang
Harvard university
Becina Ganther

Heidelbeg university
Taylor Buhrts
High Point university
Ben Baker
Hiram college
Luisa Pace
Hope college
Jillian Wade
Indiana university at 

Bloomington
avery Hall
Shelby metzger
Kelly Strayton
alex Ventresca
Colette young
Kent state university
madison Clark
Samantha Greene
Luke LaBuhn
annika Peterson
Kenyon college
Rose Paulson
Colin Reardon
louisiana state university
Sheridan mueller
loyola university chicago
Lexie Czerwonka
mathew Fix
Nathan Poling
Marian university
Blair mignery
Marietta college
Emily Orsini
Massachusetts Institute 

of technology
Julia Pei
Mercyhurst college
Nebyat mamo
Miami university, oxford
Jake anderson 
Betsy Bonfante
Sydney Calesaric
Sarah Dilz
Sophia Fisher
Jay Furlong
Christian Gibbs
Lucy Harper
Hunter John
Kelli Kahle
Jake Kern
Paul Kruse

Joe Levitt
marleigh mcGuire
anne mcPherson
Sydney metcalf
Chase Pfister
Claire Stock
Will Zadnik
Michigan state university
Kendall Colombo
Montana state university, 

Bozeman
Charles meier
northeast ohio Medical 

university
monika Satoskar
Sanika Satoskar
northeastern university
Can Bekcioglu
northwestern university
Jack Stummer
oberlin college
Sarah Faure
Libby Royer
ohio Dominican 

university
Gabe murray
ohio university
Saxon angell-Perez
Emma Ballou
Zach Cartwright
Dylan D’Errico
John Dible
ali Gifford
Nic Gill
madison Grant
ailsa Heckscher
andrew Jennings
Trent Jepson
morgan medors
Logan moore
maya Nauriyal
Zach Schmitz
Isabelle Scott
Shade Seffens
Emily Shambrock
megan Skidmore
Paige Snyder
Ed Wolf
ohio wesleyan university
andrew mikes
mia Smith

otterbein university
michael O’Sullivan
allie Widner
Pennsylvania state 

university
Jack LeBoeuf
Purdue university
Emily Greenberg
rochester Institute of 

technology
Israelle Johnson
Greenberg
rose-Hulman Institute of 

technology
amy mcmahon
saint  Mary’s college
anisah awad
michelle Barthelmas
san Diego state 

university
meg morgan
seton Hall university
David mcCarty
sewanee: the university 

of the south
Harriet Brennan
shawnee state university
Parker Lathem
southwestern university
Ethan Bellamy
tacoma community 

college
James macklin
taylor university
Hannah Ewing
Ellie Grace moore
the college of wooster
Will Collis
Joshua Joseph
Tahera Siddiqi
the george washington 

university
audrey Jones
Reese moore
the ohio state university
annie ackley
Katie alexander
Josie alford
Lillie ambrose
Natalie amling
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Senior destinations
anees assaf
Christian Bastian
Jarrett Bates
aly Bond
Joey Bonfante
Sam Buckley
Charlotte Campbell
maria Cantemir
Remi Chohan
alyssa Colasanti
Eric Colombo
Brad Crouse
Jacob Dietrich
Sarah Drobny
Kennedy Dunlap
Stephanie Duros
Shasha Evers
matthew Fisher
michelle Ford
Robert Frenken
Veronica Fulwider
Sarah Gibson
Nikki Grotewold
Conor Hayes
Jack Holman
Lauren Hondroulis
Eric Hunter
Carl Jacobson
matthew Jeffers
Caroline Jipa
Nick Karsatos
James Kempton
Hope Klingensmith
myungwoo Ku
Kami Kuenzli
Ivy Larkin
Sam Leonard
George Li
Lida Linville
Olivia march
ashley mcCartney
Jacob mcCoy
Olivia mcNeil
Fiona minich
aayah mohamed-

Osman
Chloe Nelson
Harper Nelson

Special thanks to Glennis Huntley for providing this 
list through the Upper arlington College Center.

Arlingtonian regrets any errors or inadvertent 
omissions to the Senior Destinations list.

To ensure corrections appear in the Supplement 
of the 2016 Norwester yearbook, please e-mail the 
Norwester staff with corrections by Tuesday may 31  
at norwester@uaschools.org.

Newlon, adam
Virginia Nicoloulias
Polina Oliynyk
mackenzie Patrick
Eileen Poe
Jordan Popson
Louise Reed
Skylar Rogers
Daniel Rumpz
Sean Ryan
ameya Sanadi
Sarah Schulz
mary Nicole Scott
Nina Shamansky
Wesley Shehadi
Jeremiah Shum
Faria Siddiqi
James Smart
Emily Song
Reid Souchereau
Nicole Stephan
madeline Stewart
Elvia Suli
Will Sullivan
Brooks Tiberi
Katie Turner
Nick Turner
adu Vengal
Will Weideling
Juergen Wilkes
madison Wolf
the university of akron
Samuel Kollaritsch
the university of alabama
Olivia Kompa
the university of georgia 
Kortney Eisenman
the university of Iowa
Sarah Bridgeport
yena Zerkel
united states air Force 

academy
Nick Kahler

united states naval 
academy

Ian Hamilton
university of california, 

Berkeley
Katie Kang
Connor ma
university of chicago
Graham Boyer
university of cincinnati
Santiago Barros
matthew Baryluk
Grace Brethel
maggie Delehanty
abigail Deshler
Nicholas Dinsmore
Drew Farber
Ian Lind
Emma Ortquist
Kiefer Pottschmidt
Christian Rhoades
Jack Schoning
university of colorado at 

Boulder
Jason Chalmers
Sophia Finissi
Laine Raish
university of Dayton
Cole Kaparos
Bridget mayrer
alex medich
Vincent murdocco
Sam Orazen
Will Sorrell
Kellen Turnbull
Griffin Weasel
university of Denver
Daniel Logan
university of Florida
Lily moul

university of Illinois at 
chicago

Kohl aufdencamp
university of Kentucky
George Gottemoeller
ally Hucek
Kierstyn Leclerc
Frances Sullivan
university of louisville
allison mellor
university of 

Massachusetts, amherst
Carlin morris
university of Michigan
Emma Griffith
Steven Huang
William Pema
maeve O’Brien
Caroline Sarno
university of Mississippi
Christian Weaver
university of nebraska 

lincoln
Jackson mcNair
university of north Dakota
Sam Henion
university of north 

carolina
Gabriella angelis
university of notre Dame
Erin Sheehan
university of Pennsylvania
Nick amore
university of Pittsburg
Sara Newhouse
annie Terez
university of south 

carolina
Caroline Barnum

Patrick Ibba
Jak Klisares
university of southern 

california
Isabelle Peters
Jasmine Toorchen
university of tennessee, 

Knoxville
anna Tzagournis
university of Virginia
Jack Herd
university of wisconsin, 

Madison
ann Heuerman
Sari Royer
Villanova university
Suzanne Lowes
wake Forest university
madeline Fleming
washington and Jefferson 

college
Chloe magyari
washington and lee 

university
Ethan Fischer
washington university in 

st. louis
mo Kleinhenz
wheaton college Il
meghan Razzini
wittenberg university
Victor Verdier
Caroline Warner
wright state university
Chloe Flitcraft
yale university
annabelle Pan
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uPGrADE
your drink*

Get a large drink  
for the price of a medium. 

*Only for cold drinks. Not valid for yogurt drinks.

FrEE toPPinG
with any drink!

GEt onE FrEE DrinK
with the purchase of two drinks!

ONE DRINk TWO DRINk FREE DRINk!
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Statistics on the lives of UAHS students and faculty

UA by the Numbers 

The number of UA 
students that apply 
to OSU on average 

per year.

The number UA students 
that get admitted to OSU 

per year on average.

The number UA seniors with a 
GPA of 4.0 or higher.

By aLayNa PRESS, ‘17

160

The number of students at 
UAHS. 

The percentage of students leaving 
the country this summer.

62%
The percentage of students 

that own a pair of Converse.

54%
The percentage of 
students who have 

had Rita’s Ice.

1,747

226

89%
The percentage of 
students who own 

more than one 
laptop.

35%

The percentage of students who 
own a Camelbak water bottle.

58%

The percentage of students 
who have played lacrosse.

34%

The percentage of students 
who park in a parking lot.

14%

The percentage of students 
who park on the street.

53%

70

*PERCENTaGES BaSED OFF a VOLUNTaRy SURVEy OF 130 STUDENTS



SENIOR ARTISTS
Students reflect on their favorite piece  
of art created during high school 

By SaRaH maRTIN, ’17

“LINES”  PHOTO By aILSa HECKSCHER

“WOmB SICKNESS” DRaWING By mIa SmITH

“OVER THE HILLS aND FaR aWay” PHOTO By JOSHUa JOSEPH

◤ JOSHUA JOSEPH: Joseph took 
this photograph in the 2014-2015 
school year and it is one of his 
favorite photographs he has taken 
during high school, titled “over the 
Hills and Far away.” He won second 
place in the miscellaneous category 
in the 2015-2016 uaHs Photo 
contest. Joseph plans to double 
major in studio art while exploring 
the art of installation when he goes 
off to college.

▲ AILSA HECkSCHER: Heckscher’s 
most prized piece she has created 
was taken during this school year, 
titled “lines.” she won second place 
in the fashion/portraiture category 
in the 2015-2016 uaHs Photo 
contest. Heckscher plans to persue 
a degree in marketing and visual 
communications, hoping to build a 
career that combines both business 
and art.

◀ mIA SmITH: “womb sickness”, 
which was made this year, is smith’s 
best drawing piece that she created 
during her past four years at uaHs. 
smith is undecided in what she 
wants to study in college, but plans 
on pursuing art throughout her life.
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“FENDER” PHOTO By LaUREN HONDROULIS
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▼▼ PATRICk TOOHEy: toohey’s favorite picture he has created is a 
photograph taken in the 2014-2015 school year, titled “stress.”  toohey’s love 
for photography grew when he began his now popular Instagram account,             
@popgoestheginger, in seventh grade. toohey does not plan to study art when 
he graduates, but is sure that he will maintain it as a hobby.

▼ LAUREN HONDROULIS: Hondroulis created her favorite art piece this 
school year, incorporating photography and digital art in her piece titled 
“Fender.” Hondroulis plans to pursue art once she graduates, minoring in either 
studio art or photography. 

 

O n April 28 in the Little Theatre, 
seniors Jack Campise and Grant Jones 
worked with Media Arts teacher Corey 

Aumiller to put on the UAHS Film Festival. 
Films of several different genres were shown, 
and many seniors were highlighted at this event. 

Quintin Rhoades kicked off the night with 
his comedy short, followed by comedies by Sam 
Orazen, Ethan Bellamy and Camryn Peterson, 
and a self-portrait by Torao Yasunaga.  

On the drama side, Katrina Mulligan 
screened her short film “Chrometophobia.” In 
it, she chronicles a girl who contemplates what 
life would be like if she suddenly becamae rich 
on the New York Stock Exchange. The film 
shows an intuition for color composition and 
rhythm, as well as a beautiful continuity that 
ties the story together. “Chrometophobia” also 
made the top 300 entries in the Ohio Governor’s 
Art Show.

The organizers of the festival, Campise and 
Jones, also screened their films. Campise started 
off the last leg of the night with his short 
“Changing Cars,” and also screened a trailer for 
his Capstone film “All At Once.” “Changing 
Cars” presented the story of a character who 
has to give up what he loves in favor of finding 
something that he loves and is good at, and “All 
At Once” showed a protagonist learning to let 
go of the events of his past. Both of Campise’s 
films displayed a commitment to technique 
and an aptitude for visual storytelling in which 
words are not necessary to convey the plot. 

Jones also screened two films at the 
event, “Days Of Our Youth Featurette,” a 
documentary of three friends who become closer 
over a summer, and “Echo From The Past,” 
whose story was created by Austin Gorski and 
shows a protagonist going insane. Jones’ work 
showed a command of dialogue and seamless 
editing, as well as stunning visual composition 
that makes harsh stories captivating to watch. 

Campise and Jones also combined their skills 
and came together to debut their short “Our 
Girl,” about two once-friends finally talking 
about their lives to each other, which was voted 
by audience members best video at the festival. 

Whether these artists choose to continue 
making films in the future, they all showed skill 
and talent at the film festival with their pieces.

Screening Seniors
By GREySON VaN aRSDaLE, ’17
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Somewhere over the rainbow
Month of June opens discussion for discrimination against GSRM in the USA
By GREySON VaN aRSDaLE, ‘17

June is a busy month for the GSRM 
(Gender, Sexual and Romantic 
Minority) community. Columbus 

Pride celebrations begin on June 17, and 
the one-year anniversary of same-sex 
marriage legalization in the United States 
falls on June 26. 

Additionally, June 28 is the 47-
year anniversary of the Stonewall 
Riots, a historic event constituting a 
spontaneous demonstration against a 
police raid on a bar called Stonewall, 
which was frequented by many queer 
patrons. At the time, police raids on 

establishments friendly towards GSRM 
patrons were extremely common. The 
Stonewall Riots are considered to be 
an event that brought the GSRM 
community together to fight social, 
political and economic inequality.

However, although the landmark 
achievement of same-sex marriage 
legalization has finally been reached, there 
are many areas in which discrimination 
against GSRM groups is still widespread. 
There are three main areas in the news 
at the moment: in education, in the 
workplace and in public accommodations. 

Many GSRM advocates are 
pushing for inclusive sex 
education in schools. 

Freshman Kota Wharton, an advocate 
for the GSRM community, expressed his 
desire, and the desire of other advocates, 
for inclusive sex education. 

“Sex ed is currently not inclusive. We can 
see the impact it’s having on the [GSRM] 
community,” Wharton said. The CDC 
reported that gay and bisexual men are the 
group most severely affected by HIV. 

25 states including the District 
of Columbia require sex education, 
according to a study by the Guttmacher 
Institute published in March of 2016. 
However, only 13 of those states require 
their information to be medically 
accurate. Nine states require sex education 
to be GSRM-inclusive. 

However, some states have to abide 

by so-called “No Promo Homo” laws, 
wherein schools are prohibited from 
discussing GSRM issues with students 
positively or at all. In some places, these 
laws require teachers to portray GSRM 
issues in a negative light. 

Currently, according to the Gay, 
Lesbian and Straight Education 
Network, eight states in the US are 
under “No Promo Homo” legislation: 
Alabama, Arizona, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Oklahoma, South Carolina, 
Texas and Utah.

Wharton discussed the characteristics 
of inclusive sex education. 

“Inclusive sex ed can look like a 
ton of different things,” Wharton 
said. “Mainly it’s using gender neutral 
pronouns. A lot of classes frame it as if 
[only] a straight male can give AIDS and 
HIV to a straight woman. It’s not open 

Guide to GSrm
• GSRM stands for Gender, Sexual 

and Romantic Minority. 
• The GSRM acronym encompasses 

any identity that is not heterosexual 
or cisgender. 

• Unlike LGBT or LGBTQIA+, 
speakers or writers do not have 
to keep adding letters in order to 
represent more groups.

Sex education

PHOTO By SaRaH maRTIN

the castro District in 
san Francisco after 
same-sex marriage 
legalization on June 
26, 2015. 
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at 
Work

to ‘a male can give a male HIV’ or 
‘a woman can give a woman HIV.’”

Wharton also explained the 
need to highlight different types of 
protection for same-sex partners. 

“A very limited amount of 
schools address that a condom 
needs to be used between a male 
and a male, and dental dams or 
insertable condoms with females,” 

Wharton said. “These are things 
that usually get [put aside], or just 
not mentioned at all in classes. 
This is something that needs to be 
mentioned for the kids.” 

Though it is now possible 
for a same-sex couple to 
get married, they still face 

discrimination at work for it. Pew 
Research found that 21 percent of 
LGBT Americans reported being 
mistreated by an employer on the 
basis of their sexual orientation or 
gender identity. 

Assistant Athletic Director 
Kathleen Coughlin talked about her 
work experience as a member of the 

GSRM community. 
“When I first came out [in college], 

I really did feel the need to hide it 
[from employers] and not talk about 
it,” Coughlin said. “Once my parents 
found out and they weren’t supportive 
of it, it was one of those things where 
in the back of my mind, it was like if 
my own family was not going to be 
supportive, I felt I needed to have my 
guard up. So I didn’t talk about it.” 

Coughlin said that if there were 

more legislative attempts to reduce 
discrimination, it would increase 
social accommodations in the 
workplace. 

“I think [legislation prohibiting 
workplace discrimination] would 
help, I think that the more you can 
be open about it and talk about 
it and understand that people are 
on your side, [the workplace] will 
become more open and positive,” 
Coughlin said. 

the 
Bathroom 
debate

With both North Carolina 
and Mississippi passing 
their “bathroom bills,” 

this debate is getting heated. Bathroom 
bills are legislation forbidding 
individuals from using a bathroom 
that does not correspond to their sex at 
birth. This has been seen by civil rights 
groups as directly affecting genderqueer 
or transgender people.

Many corporations have stopped 
doing business in these states in 
response to these laws, including 
PayPal, which pulled their plans to 
build a facility in North Carolina 
and the NBA reconsidering their 
2017 all-star game in that state.

 The Dept. of Justice recently 
warned North Carolina that their 
new legislation is unconstitutional. 
Gov. Pat McCrory of North Carolina, 
after five days, announced a lawsuit 
against the federal government and 

accused the Dept. of Justice of a 
“blatant and baseless overreach” in 
their interpretation of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964 in defense of their new 
bathroom law. 

Also with a bathroom bill poised 
to be made into law is Kansas, the 
population of the state seems very 
split on the issue. At a rally on April 
29, State Rep. John Carmichael, 
D-Wichita compared the bathroom 
bill to old Jim Crow laws segregating 
black people and white people into 
different public accommodations, 
including bathrooms. 

On those same Capitol steps 
the day before, the Wichita Eagle 
reported evangelist Franklin Graham 
as being cheered on by over 4,000 
people as he praised his home state 
of North Carolina for passing their 
bathroom bill. 

“I understand transgender 

people need to go to the 
bathroom,” Graham said, as 
reported by the Wichita Eagle. “But 
I can tell you this right now, that a 
man pretending to be a woman has 
no business in a women’s bathroom 
or a girls’ locker room.” 

In response to these events, the 
British Foreign Office posted a 
warning to the GSRM community 
in Britain traveling to America, 
particularly in the states of North 
Carolina and Mississippi. 

“The U.S. is an extremely diverse 
society and attitudes towards 
LGBT people differ hugely across 
the country,” the advisory said. 
“LGBT travelers may be affected 
by legislation passed recently in 
the states of North Carolina and 
Mississippi. Before traveling, please 
read our general travel advice for the 
LGBT community.”

This June, GSRM advocates 
will be celebrating the 
one-year anniversary of 

same-sex marriage, as well as the 
other advances that have been made 
since the Stonewall Riots–the event 
is even getting its own monument at 
the Stonewall Inn in New York City. 

GSRM equality has come a 
long way, and while there are areas 
in which these minorities are still 
mistreated, their strides must not 

be forgotten. 
The first gay pride parades took 

place on June 27-28, 1970, the one-
year anniversary of the Stonewall Riots. 

In 1973, homosexuality ceased to 
be considered a mental disorder by 
the medical community. 

In 1987, Barney Frank came 
out and in doing so, became the 
first member of Congress to be 
openly gay. 

In 2000, Vermont became the 

first state to legalize gay marriage, 
and of course, this past year, same-
sex marriage was made a right under 
federal law by the Supreme Court. 

But despite this progress, the 
GSRM community has many 
more legal and social battles to 
win before they can say they have 
full equality under the law in 
education, in the workplace, and 
in public accommodations in the 
United States of America. 



Crumbs of Columbus
Local food hotspots to help you unwind before exams
PaGE DESIGN By CaROLINE CHIDESTER, ’17

▲ COLIN’S COFFEE: this small, 
locally-owned coffee shop offers 
an inexpensive but high quality 
alternative to chains. they honor 
craftsmanship and community, 
and have held open mic nights for 
ua in the past. It is located at 3714 
riverside Dr., which is just a quick 
drive from the high school and 
perfect for a quick morning coffee or 
a casual spot to do homework.

PHOTO By TOm WEImER

▶ OODLES NOODLES & 
DUmPLING BAR:  this authentic 
asian restaurant serves homemade 
meals. located on 443 e. Main st. and 
765 neil ave., oodles serves over 150 
dishes, ranging from dumplings to 
curry. the environment is casual and 
laid-back, and it offers a quiet place 
for lunch or dinner.

PHOTO By SaRaH maRTIN
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PHOTO By CaROLINE CHIDESTER

◀ BRASSICA: this casual 
eastern Mediterranean-inspired 
sandwich and salad shop is 
located at 680 n. High st. It 
has a “chipotle-style” system 
that offers a variety of organic 
vegetables and anti-biotic free 
meat. they are open every day 
from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. and the 
easygoing modern atmosphere 
creates a great space for friends 
and family.

▼ BUCkEyE DONUTS: 
this 24-hour diner not only 
serves 31 types of fresh 
baked donuts (including their 
famous buckeye donut), but 
also coffee, breakfast food and 
gyros. It has been located on 
the corner of 18th and High 
st. on osu campus since 1969, 
giving it a classic vibe.

PHOTO By SaRaH  maRTIN
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2140 tremont Center
upper arlington, ohio 43221

www.huffmansmarket.com

mondaY - SaturdaY
8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

SundaY
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

The Quality You Expect ... The Service You Deserve.
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German exchange trip: Ellie auch

exploring europe: audrey Jones

air Force Basic training: Nick Kahler

Junior ellie auch will be traveling to Germany 
with other UaHS students as part of a foreign 
exchange program. German students visited 
Upper arlington back in Oct., and in June UaHS 
students will become foreign exchange students 
themselves. 

This trip is especially meaningful to auch since 
she is of German descent.

“When I visit Germany, I am hoping to gain a 
better understanding and appreciation for my own 
heritage,” auch said. 

auch is looking forward to seeing her German 
friends again, although she is also excited to 
experience German culture and improve her 
German-speaking skills. 

“I think [that going to Germany] will help me 
to feel more comfortable and confident in my 
German ability,” auch said. “But, it also will allow 
me to feel comfortable traveling to new places and 
adapting to a new culture.” 

Senior audrey Jones is using her summer 
break to immerse herself in European culture, 
specifically the countries of Spain, France, and Italy. 

This will entail visiting places that she has 
never been to such as Barcelona, Spain and the 
South of France as well as working to master her 
linguistic abilities in both Spanish and French.

“I speak pretty good Spanish and okay French 
so I’m hoping to get some use of [my skills] 
while I’m [in Europe],” Jones said. 

In addition, Jones is looking forward to 
returning to the city of Coruña, Spain, where 
she studied for a month and a half after her 
freshman year.

“I’m going to get to see a couple of my 
friends from [Coruña] again,” Jones said.

Jones is viewing this trip as a stepping stone 
to what she hopes to make her future career: 
International Politics.

most of all, Jones is eager to meet new 
people and further her independence before 
her college years.

“[Traveling abroad alone] is such an 
adventure,” Jones said. “you never know what 
funny little thing you’ll find to do.”  

 
  By ellIse sHaFer, ‘17

Senior nick Kahler’s summer will be focused on 
preparing himself for the next phase of his life at the air 
Force academy. 

“This summer I’ll be attending air Force academy 
basic training,” Kahler said. “The training is eight weeks 
of physical and mental preparation needed before 
becoming a cadet at the academy.” 

In order to be accepted into the academy, Kahler 
had to receive a nomination from a senator. He 
received his appointment in the first week of april. 

“Excited would best describe how I feel 
[about basic training],” Kahler said. “The training 

will be tough but I just really hope I’ll be prepared 
and confident enough to succeed in the rest of my 
military career.”

although attending basic military training is a 
drastic lifestyle change for most, Kahler is looking 
forward to starting his career. 

“I’ve always tried to be hardworking and disciplined 
in everything I do and that’s something the air Force 
requires,” Kahler said. “my number one goal is to be a 
pilot and hopefully that’s what the future has in store 
for me.”

Sophomore Jack mcHugh will spend a week of his 
summer improving his water polo skills at a camp held by 
the United States Naval academy in annapolis, maryland.

mcHugh heard about this intensive program from 
his upperclassmen teammates and is eager to improve 
his skills.

“I am most excited about getting time to focus on 
water polo and improve my technique,” mcHugh said. 
“[Camp members] will be in the water for typically 11 
hours each day followed by strength training.”

mcHugh is hoping to walk away from this experience 

with valuable playing skills and game awareness in order 
to become an even stronger member of UaHS’ men’s 
Water Polo team as well as his club team. 

mcHugh does not have immediate aspirations to 
pursue the sport of water polo at the Naval academy 
or at any college, so during this week he plans to 
focus on his skills rather than being recruited.

“I’m not actively trying [to be recruited],” mcHugh 
said. “But if the opportunity were to arise I would be 
interested.” 

PHOTO By SaRaH maRTIN

PHOTO By CHaRLOTTE JaNES

naval academy Camp: Jack mcHughPHOTO By CaROLINE CHIDESTER
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ForGot to orDEr Your YEArBooK?
a verY limited number of 2016 yearbooks will be on sale for $80 at the  
school store after May 23 for those who did not pre-order their yearbook.

PICk UP yOUR  
2016 NORWESTER yEARBOOk  

THIS mONDAy, mAy 23! 

seniors will pick up their yearbooks after turning in their devices.  
sign your friends’ books on the last day of school!

others can pick up their yearbooks on May 23 during their lunch periods or after school.
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Closing the Gap Two recent graduates share  
their gap year experiences

By ELLISE SHaFER, ‘17

after graduating last year, UAHS 
alumna Taylor Staub decided to take 

a gap year, hoping to work on an organic 
farm in Hawaii. Although her original 
plans did not work out, Staub was able to 
find happines through this process.

“This year, I moved to Hawaii Island 
and became a live-in nanny,” Staub said.

While nannying and working at 
a coffee shop, Staub said that she 
feels closer to herself as well as her 
environment. 

“I do what makes me happy. Right 
now I’m teaching myself digital painting 
and how to read music via the guitar. I 
spend a lot of time in the ocean and in 
nature, which I’ve found to be my happy 
place,” Staub said. “I’ve never been more 
content with myself or my environment, 
nor have I been more inspired to 
challenge myself further and to grow. 

I take my life day by day and that’s the 
best plan I’ve had for myself ever.”

Although this year has changed her 
life, Staub does plan on attending school 
in Hawaii this fall. 

“I do plan on going to school in the 
fall on this happy little island I now call 
home,” Staub said. “My gap year turned 
into the doorway to my entire life and 
being. For me, it wasn’t a one year break 
from the grind, it was a life changing 
move that will affect me forever.”

As for the most profound lesson Staub 
has learned from this experience, she has 
discovered that everyone is truly able to 
create a life that they love. 

“You can be happy and you can define 
success on your own. Once that is true, 
pure happiness is inside of you and 
nothing can derail it,” Staub said. “If one 
thing’s for sure, it’s that no one is going 
to hold your hand and lead you to the 
golden gates of happiness. You have to 
listen to your truth.” 

PHOTOS COURTESy OF TayLOR STaUB

ALOHA, HAWAII: above, taylor staub is pictured 
standing on a rock in the ocean during a sunset. 
Below, a photo that staub took of a Hawaiian 
Hibiscus flower. 

Taylor Staub

uAHS Class of 2015 alum Seth Chun 
took his gap year through the school 

that he will be attending this fall, Wheaton 
College. During his time in what is referred 
to as the Vanguard Gap Year Program, Chun 
lived and worked on a campsite, but also 
went on excursions such as backpacking 
through Pictured Rocks National Park and 
traveling to the Dominican Republic.

Much of Chun’s gap year experience 
was centered around helping others, 
which he got to do first hand in the 
Dominican Republic.

“We spent a lot of time studying the 
short term and long term impacts of 
developed countries and their outreaches 
to underdeveloped countries,” Chun said. 
“In doing so, I was quite surprised to see 
just how complicated of a process helping 
can be. If not done in a well, thought-
out manner, [the  process of helping] can 

actually hurt more than it helps.”
This is a lesson that Chun plans to apply 

to his desired area of study of business and 
economics. 

“Taking a gap year helped me to become 
more confident in my plans for the future,” 
Chun said. “It gave me a clearer picture 
of where I want to go and really laid out 
for me what steps I should take to achieve 
those goals.”

In addition to refining what he wants to 
study, Chun also grew personally during his 
gap year. 

“Vanguard showed me better ways 
to work and to become more efficient 
and thorough. In order to fully grasp 
these concepts, I had to let go of my old 
work ethic. Comparing myself from the 
beginning to the end of Vanguard, it’s 
been satisfying to see how I now approach 
problems and tasks head on and complete 
them thoroughly and efficiently,” Chun said. 
“Overall, I think that taking a gap year was 
the best decision I have ever made.”

Seth Chun

PHOTOS COURTESy OF SETH CHUN

ADVENTURES IN THE DOmINICAN REPUBLIC: 
above, seth chun looks out onto the mountain 
ranges of the Dominican republic. Below, chun 
demonstrates his photography skills to a curious 
Dominican republic native. 
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Junior Drew Harper is taking an alternate 
approach to his senior year of high school: 
he’s attending United World College 

(UWC) in New Mexico. UWCs are two-year IB 
diploma schools, located in 15 different places 
around the world. 

The admissions process is both competitive 
and intense, involving a written application, 
Skype interview and on-site interview. Usually 
the UWC committee receives about 600-700 
applicants from the U.S., and they only accept 50 
students. Each grade has about 125 students total. 

The 50 students who are accepted to UWC 
from the U.S. also receive Davis scholarships, 
which pay for their tuition, room and board 
and part of their undergraduate degree at one of 

ninety universities. 
The academic structure of this school is 

rigorous; students take six courses in a social 
studies, science, math, art and two languages. 

UWCs also have a different social atmosphere, 
with every student rooming with someone in a 
different grade from a different country.

Harper is excited to live at UWC and 
establish friendships with students from around 
the world. 

“I hope to gain a more global understanding 
of my education and of the world in general,” 
Harper said. “In UA we have a homogenous 
community. At a school like [UWC], there’s 
kids from over 80 countries and they each 
bring their own view and perspective.” 

Last year, Michael Jarrett decided 
to take a different path to prepare 
himself for college by graduating 

early from high school. 
Jarrett knew that with his academic 

standing, he would struggle with getting 
into a four-year university as an incoming 
freshman. As a solution, he chose to graduate 
early and enroll in courses at Columbus State 
Community College so that he could apply 
as a transfer student to Ohio State instead of 
applying as a first-year student. 

Throughout this entire school year, 
Jarrett has been taking full-time courses at 
Columbus State. This semester, he has also 
been involved with a part-time internship. 

 Jarrett’s plan turned out to be successful. 
He secured another internship for this 
coming summer, and received admission 
to Ohio State University, where he will be 
studying accounting. 

Jarrett is very satisfied with his decision to 
graduate early because of how well it set him 
up for his future. But, he did have to sacrifice 
being around friends his senior year.

“I am happy with my decision,” Jarrett said. 
“However, I wish I would have spent more 
time with some of my friends that I knew 
would be moving away after this year.”

In the end, Jarrett benefitted more from 
graduating early than he would have by 
staying at UAHS all four years. 

Isabelle Durrenberg started playing the violin 
when she was seven years old, and decided to 
seriously pursue it as a freshman in high school. 

Throughout the next three years, Durrenberg drove 
to the Cleveland Institute of Music (CIM) for 
private lessons once a week.

The commitment to violin became time-
intensive, and Durrenberg ended up taking only five 
or six classes a day at UAHS during her sophomore 
and junior years to accommodate the time she 
needed to spend practicing violin. 

Last April, her teachers at CIM unexpectedly 
asked her if she could try and attend conservatory 
the following year, which is a college for studying 
music. Durrenberg then fulfilled three more 
graduation requirements and completed her 

capstone by June so that she could graduate early. 
She now focuses her studies on becoming a 

musician, taking classes like music theory and 
orchestra at CIM, as well as one class per semester 
at Case Western University.  She also makes time to 
practice violin for two to five hours a day. 

“Violin is a love and a need for me,” Durrenberg 
said. “It’s a self-expression [and] communication. 
[This] process has taught me more about myself 
than I could ever imagine.”

For next year, Durrenberg has a rigorous agenda. 
“I intend to continue at CIM and send in 

applications to some national and international 
programs and competitions,” Durrenberg said. 
“Even though some of them are ambitious, it’s good 
to set goals and have deadlines to work towards.” 

PHOTO By SaRaH maRTIN

PHOTO COURTESy OF mICHaEL JaRRETT

PHOTO COURTESy OF ISaBELLE DURRENBERG

off the Beaten Path
Students decide not to take the typical path to graduating from UAHS
By maEVE O’BRIEN ’16



Congratulations to the editors of the  
2016-17 student-produced publication staffs!

Arlingtonian 
newsmagazine

Editor in Chief:  
ellise shafer

Copy Editor:  
greyson Van arsdale

managing Editor:  
caroline chidester

norwester  
Yearbook

Co-Editors in Chief: 

lauren Fulmer &

nicole Klisares

Olentangy Pediatrics, Inc.

ANNE D. LITTLETON, M.D.
EILEEN M. MAHER, M.D.

S. RANDALL BROWN, M.D.
IRENE P. KOESTERS, M.D.
AUTUMN M. O’BRIEN, M.D.
EMILY T. FERGUSON, M.D.

4775 KNIGHTSBRIDGE BLVD., SUITE 207
COLUMBUS, OHIO 43214

614-442-5557
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By mCDaNIEL HaRTRaNFT , ’17
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This year, I’ve developed an addiction. It’s not the good kind 
of addiction either, like some people who become healthily 
obsessed with exercising or reading books. my addiction is the 

kind where you know very well that what you are addicted to is horrible 
for you and might eventually bring you to the edge of death, but you 
cannot stop. It threatens to destroy the essence of your existence, yet you 
can’t run from it and don’t attempt to either. This addiction has affected 
my sleep, my conversations with friends, each thought of my every 
waking moment, and through the especially dark days from around 
October to march – so, essentially my entire life.

I’ve been addicted to College Confidential.
as welcoming and inviting as its name might sound, the College 

Confidential website works like a black hole. Countless forums, or threads, 
exist on the website and are filled with anonymous Internet users offering 
advice, typing rants and letters, asking questions, and worrying other 
applicants about a varying degree of topics for the ignorantly hopeful 
college-bound. Each time I log on, I tell myself I’ll only look 
at a couple of posts about my specific question. I end up 
clicking topic after topic, reading threads from start to 
finish with the irrational, unshakable belief that College 
Confidential will bring me deep insight into the minds of 
college admissions counselors.

Over the course of my addiction, I have realized that 
this website is the worldwide destination for desperate 
high school students seeking answers, comfort, and 
refuge through the experiences of others sharing their 
plight. So, to anyone who hasn’t yet been drawn to this 
black hole, I’d like to offer some personal insight.

First, here are some general categories of College 
Confidential posts:

1. Chance me: in which users post every possible 
statistic and fact about themselves and ask other users 
to evaluate their likelihood of getting into college.

2. Individual university threads: people pour their hearts out in 
multiple paragraphs describing why they will die if they do not get 
into so-and-so college, count down together to the decision release 
time, and make full use of animated emojis to describe their feelings of 
elation or sadness when they find out.

3. Team bonding: the most frequent contributors celebrate the 
growth of the CC family that they are so glad to have endured the 
waiting process with. For example, @Realistic2 said, “the posts on this 
thread have brought laughter, love, compassion and tears into my days, 
you are all the finest group of people I ever encountered in any place 
like this. God bless you all!! Good bye and Good luck!!”

4. Results threads: after college decisions come out, a thoughtful 
individual begins a “(insert name) University Results Thread Class 
of 20##!!” and gives a color-coded guide to posting your statistics, 
activities, and “hooks” with your decision in bold letters across the top. 
If you don’t get into your dream school, you are guaranteed to find 
someone in the results thread with lower scores and fewer activities than 
you who did.

Next, here are some thoughts you have while on College Confidential:
1. This person is definitely lying. There’s absolutely no way they’re 

telling the truth. an appropriate thought after reading chance-me’s 
or university posts that simply cannot be true, because your dreams 
of getting in will be instantly crushed if it is. I had this reaction when 
reading about one user who claimed, “I’m a model signed with top 
agencies in NyC, London, Paris and La, and I was also one of the top 50 
people being considered for the role of Rey in the new ‘Star Wars.’ ”

2. Wow, this person is basically me! First reaction after I read a post 
saying, “my biggest hook is that I’m an asian female. LOL.”

3. Why did I even bother paying $75 just for this college to reject me? my 
reaction after reading about other applicants who are infinitely more 
intelligent, athletic and humanitarian-minded than me. They have not 
only cured cancer but are also on their way to establishing multiple 
NGOs for the less fortunate. Oh,  and I almost forgot – they write novels 
and meet with world diplomats in their free time.

4. I never want to meet these people. after reading any 
posts with an emoji, more than one exclamation point, 
or suggestions to meet up at the college campus.

5. I definitely want to meet these people. Do they 
act this strange in real life too? my reaction to overly 
friendly or cringe-worthy posts. Example: one user 
suggested that College Confidential users begin calling 
Dartmouth College, Cornell University and University of 
Pennsylvania “Darty, Corny and Penny” respectively to 
“score a few bonus points” with admissions counselors.

6. Life is looking up. an appropriate feeling after 
reading about people who you definitely think cannot 
get in to your desired college. However, this feeling 
is quite short-lasting, especially when the same user 
posts again in the Results thread (they got in).

7. What am I doing with myself? after a brief 
skimming of usernames and profile pictures, you wonder why you are 
wasting your time among the likes of @tutututututuru, @anotherdude, 
@TheWaffleman149 and @admitmeplease.

While College Confidential is usually the cause of extreme stress, 
I don’t want to discredit it entirely. Once in a blue moon, College 
Confidential actually gives helpful information to a young and naive 
applicant. For example, I learned from College Confidential to submit 
my Commonapp on 11:57 p.m. of Jan.1, and not 11:59 p.m., because 
the large influx of activity on the Commonapp website from my fellow 
procrastinate-’til-the-last-deadline-ers at 11:59 might cause the site to 
crash. Or something like that.

I can say today that I am a recovered addict. There isn’t really 
therapy or immediate and effective help for an addiction to College 
Confidential, but a definite cure is getting into college. College 
Confidential is a website for the woeful hopefuls, a category you no 
longer need to be a part of once you are accepted into college. The 
“yes!” or “Congratulations!” you see on a screen when you click your 
decision letter is worth infinitely more than the guesswork of people 
you will never meet.

By LINDSEy SHI, ‘16

Columnist gives insight into forum-based website 
A COLLEGE CATASTROPHE
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Something incredible happened at the end of march this 
year, and there’s a chance you missed it. march 21 marked a 

historic day in United States foreign policy. For the first time in over 
80 years, a U.S. president made an official visit to Cuba. The visit 
was the culmination of months of negotiations 
between the United States and Cuba. Obama was 
met by thousands of Cuban supporters, all eager 
of the potential change his presence signaled. 
Unfortunately, that change will have to wait.

Cuba’s current head of state is Raul Castro, the 
younger brother of the more famous Fidel Castro. 
Despite the change in leadership, the problems that 
have plagued Cuba for decades remain. a staggering 
economy brought to its knees by the U.S. trade 
embargo hasn’t gone away. However, it’s not the 
Cuban economy that gives members of the Obama 
administration headaches. Rather, it’s Cuba’s poor 
human rights record. 

The Cuban government remains prevalent in 
everyday life, and maintains a political death grip 
on its people comparable to that in China. Internet access is spotty 
and the few places that provide it charge high rates. It’s also highly 
censored. Free speech is a mirage. The Ladies In White, a group of 
dissidents formed by the wives or other female relatives of jailed 

Cuban dissidents have protested against the government every 
Sunday since 2003 by marching through the streets, dressed in 
white. Repeatedly they are harassed, beaten and detained for hours 
by Cuban authorities. Their efforts have amounted to no change. 

In truth, there is no easy solution to Cuba’s human 
rights struggles. The Castro regime remains adamant 
that human rights are an internal issue, and that it’s 
up to the Cuban government to deal with them. The 
Cuban situation is so difficult, it begs the question: is 
helping Cuba even worth it?

The question has merit. as a country, we have 
economically been fine without Cuban trade. However, 
to answer this question with a yes is to do more than 
care about the money involved. For decades, the 
Cuban people have suffered from oppression that 
has no end in sight. about 90 miles away from the 
tip of Florida, inside the borders of one of our closest 
international neighbors, lies a population of people 
with a dream of freedom. We cannot give them that 
dream yet, but we can acknowledge that it exists, and 

show empathy for it. Even if we can’t do anything about it, being up 
to date on the Cuban situation has value in and of itself. a value that 
shows that after all these years of turbulent relations, we still have not 
forgotten about the Cuban people.  

Crisis in Cuba Columnist draws attention to Cuba’s human 
rights issues

By GUEST COLUmNIST 
TEDDy KHaBRIRI, ’16

For the past few years of my life, my 
Netflix account has been haunted by 

the vague yet familiar face of the impish 
amélie. Though the movie never really 
caught my attention as I scrolled through 
the selection of movies, her pale smirking 
face and black bob turned up on a 
regular basis. Eventually I began to passively   
accept this semi-threatening force in my life; 
that is, until it was brought up by my French teacher. She referred 
to “amélie” as stupendous film and an irreplaceable part of French 
culture. Could this be the same amélie that never ceased to stare 
directly into my soul? Intrigued, I began the movie right after school.

much of the movie was entirely in fast-paced French, and taking 
into account my only mediocre ability to understand the language, 
I reluctantly switched on the subtitles. anyone who’s seen a foreign 
film knows that subtitles break the magic that movies create; having 
to constantly switch your eyes from reading English to paying 
attention to the movie is difficult for even the most experienced 
movie-watcher. Regardless, the whimsical and humorous portrayal of 
Parisian life instantly caught my attention. 

The film centers around amélie Poulain, an imaginative girl who’s 
mother’s death results in a lack of socialization in her childhood, 
which she responds to by creating a world of her own that functions 

more like a game than reality. after seeing how happy she made 
a stranger when she returned to him a toybox from his childhood, 
amélie vows to dedicate her life to bringing happiness to others. 
Through elaborate plans, she slowly shapes the lives of those around 
her. 

amélie herself soon begins to fall in love, but due to her anti-
social tendencies, she constantly uses cat-and-mouse games, similar 
to the schemes she uses to bring happiness to others, to avoid 
actually meeting him. Eventually she is given a piece of advice by her 
neighbor, who suffers from Brittle bone disease: “So, my little amélie, 
you don’t have bones of glass. you can take life’s knocks. If you let this 
chance pass, eventually, your heart will become as dry and brittle as 
my skeleton,” he says, telling her to stop treating life as a dream and to 
actively chase what will make her truly happy. 

So, there I sat at two in the morning, dumbstruck at how odd 
life is. For some reason this peculiar film struck a chord in my heart 
that has never been struck before. Living in Upper arlington, 
amélie’s story had a certain impact on me; being raised in a 
bubble, I have forgotten that life is for going out and chasing 
things that will make you happy, rather than passively waiting for 
them to happen. I urge everyone to watch the movie, or at least 
take this nugget of wisdom and integrate it into their lives. Stop 
waiting for great things to happen in your life; go out and make 
them come true.  

viva la netflix
By TOm WEImER, ’18

Photo Courtesy of miramax

Columnist discusses influential French movie and 
lessons that Americans can learn

44  |   may  18 ,  2016 

OP/ED



a R L I N G TO N I a N   |   45

OP/ED

“Don’t be afraid to 
take risks.” 

-Reema Ganoom

 “Keep a log of everything 
you do for Capstone.” 
    -Emily Shambrock

 “Do all your work 
for quarter one, quarter 
two, and quarter three, 
and star t partying fourth 
quarter.”  

 -Said Saleh

 “Communicate with 
your English teacher 
about Capstone earlier.”           
   -Drew Farber

 “Don’t leave things until 
the last minute because you’ll 
die.” 

-Aayah Mohamed

 “Don’t quit during 
second semester.”   
    -Bobby Gardikes

 “Be nice to 
underclassmen, because they’ll 
remember their experiences 
with upperclassmen for a long 
time.” 

-Shannon Inskeep

“Do less.” 
-Mary Greenlee

 “Do more.” 
 -Connor Ma

 “Senioritis is real... 
let it happen.”  
     -Katie Kang

“Drop global language 
as a senior.” 

-Nathan Poling

 “You think they’re 
gonna curve it, but they 
won’t.”   
     -Sam Henion

Pearls of Wisdom 
By aLayNa PRESS, ‘17

After a full year, the seniors pass on what they’ve learned to the next class



Towards the end of my freshman year, I started hearing on the 
announcements that Arlingtonian was in need of photographers, 

but it was the final stretch when teachers drown you in work, and I 
was too intimidated by the references, portfolio and 
interview needed to pursue it at any length. 

However, one of my friends soon asked me if I 
was going to apply; she was going to and wanted 
to know ahead of time if she would know any of 
the staff. Without this extra push, I might never have 
applied, and I would have missed an incredible 
opportunity to meet new people and live outside of 
my comfort zone. 

Ironically, my friend ended up not doing it and 
I went into Arlingtonian camp last summer not 
knowing anyone well or what to expect. Over the 
next days, weeks and months, I came to know one 
of the best teams I’ve ever been a part of. While in 
most classroom settings, learning is ultimately a 
personal decision and does not affect the class on a larger scale, 
being part of Arlingtonian has shown me the power of having a 
common goal. In order for a group of high schoolers to publish 
a print magazine every month, everyone must be organized, 
focused and cooperative. Being only one of two sophomores in 
the class, I really had to push myself as not to be the weak link. 

For instance, during a brainstorming meeting for an issue’s 

contents, the staff was asked who would be willing to write the 
spotlight, the biggest story in the issue. after only one person 
volunteered to step up for the two-man job, out of nowhere my 

pretentious alter ego Hunger Game’d myself and 
soon I was saddled with a four-page investigative 
article, sans any journalistic training. after 
becoming a junior’s protégé, I was eased into the 
writing side of journalism. much to my surprise, I 
enjoyed it a lot more than just the visual side. 

Looking back, I’m so glad that I tried something 
new and challenged myself. Instead of sitting 
stagnant in a study hall for 48 minutes every day, 
I’ve collaborated with other creative minds, made 
new friends and challenged myself beyond what 
I thought I could do. In addition, I’m ecastatic to 
be next year’s Features Editor; I get to move to the 
writing staff from art staff.

While my experience as a photographer wasn’t the 
adventure that I expected, it gave me a sense of community as well 
as leading the way to another opportunity. Regardless, I’m glad to be 
a part of something; that’s what high school is about. Whether you 
like sports, video games, or ping pong, there’s a place where people 
share your passions. you just have to experiment and find out what 
makes you happy by trying new things. No one but yourself can 
make sure you take chances. 

By TOm WEImER, ’18

the Youngest link Columnist reflects on being one of just two 
sophomores on the Arlingtonian staf
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What  is your favorite memory 
from the past school year?

  EIGHT IN EIGHT COmPILED By KELLy CHIaN

EIGHT STUDENTS RESPOND IN EIGHT WORDS

Junior  

“two 
freshman 
asking if 
they’re 
republican 
or  
Dominican.” 

SoPHomore  

“Bringing 
my dog and 
hamster into 
the school.” 

FreSHman  

“whenever 
I was not 
dying of 
crippling 
stress” 

Senior  

“Meeting 
new people 
during the 
scotland 
exchange 
trip.” 

Senior  

“Pulling off 
the american 
flag pants at 
homecoming.”

Junior  

“Failing 
every test I 
was given 
this year.” 

“Don’t have 
one. It’s a 
solid okay 
year.”

SoPHomore  

“the job fair 
at columbus 
state 
community 
college.” 

FreSHman  

PROFILE PHOTOS By ELaINa DOWNEy, BaCKGROUND ImaGE COURTESy PIxaBay
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thanking the teachers

STaFF EDITORIaL

Television shows, movies and books all seem to portray 
the same, stereotypical high school classroom: a teacher 

speaking in a monotone voice, disinterested children sitting 
in rows and bland subject matter displayed on a chalkboard. 

The media may typecast teachers as boring and 
authoritarian, but this is far from the experience we’ve had at 
Upper arlington High School. 

One thing that has stood out to the Arlingtonian staff 
is the quality of faculty at the high school. many of the 
teachers that we’ve encountered create a classroom 
environment that is engaged and collaborative, 
encouraging discussion and idea-sharing.

What has impressed us most is how much our teachers 
love to interact with students, and, well, teach. Learning from 
teachers that are obviously passionate about their subject can 
make all the difference. Whether it be chemistry or literature, 
calculus or history, our faculty seems to be fascinated with 
the information that they are teaching students, which makes 
us more interested in what they have to say. 

The Arlingtonian staff is thankful that each year, we build 
relationships with a new host of teachers, ones built off of 
mutual respect. These friendships often last longer than the 
duration of one school year. 

Besides their enthusiasm towards teaching, the UaHS staff 
has been of infinite help to the Arlingtonian publication. They 
provide insightful interviews, suggest story topics and give us 
constructive feedback for the future. 

On one occasion, we published a one-page article about  
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. a very long and complex 
issue is hard to summarize adequately in a few hundred 

words, and our simplistic reporting undermined just how 
complicated the conflict is. 

a teacher pulled the writer of this article aside after class 
to point out the important parts of the conflict that were not 
included in the article, and the casual language that was used 
to report such serious matters. This jump-started an insightful 
discussion about how crucial word choice and phrasing are 
when reporting. 

Ultimately, that writer became more conscious of the 
language he used when reporting. Arlingtonian was held 
accountable by that teacher. 

a separate time, two of our writers were conducting 
an interview with a teacher about the importance of 
language when discussing current events. The interview 
evolved into an in-depth conversation about political 
correctness culture in the U.S.. He shared with the writers 
how he’s seen political correctness change since he was 
in high school, and how he perceives it as a high school 
teacher within our school. 

The writers emerged more enlightened on the 
progression of political correctness. The interview 
contained more information than necessary for the article, 
but it made the students more informed individuals. 

Without the teacher’s cooperation and expertise, we 
would not be able to conduct the in-depth reporting that 
we have, and our magazine would be nowhere near where 
it is today. The faculty allow us to look at this school with a 
magnifying glass and examine different aspects that may 
otherwise go unrecognized. 

The Arlingtonian staff would like to offer a resounding 
thank you to our teachers. We are grateful for your 
patience, insight and enthusiasm. 

EDITORIaL CaRTOON By CHaRLOTTE JaNES

Arlingtonian staf applauds UAHS teaching faculty
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CONGRATULATIONS TO THE UAHS

CLASS OF 2016!

2130 Tremont Center
614-486-9000

www.arlingtonbank.com

DEAR ARLINGTON

O ARLINGTON

Opening an account at home can offer some great benefits for college students.  
Open a Student Checking Account at The Arlington Bank before you head to campus!  
With our Debit MasterCard®, MoneyPass® nationwide ATM network and our mobile 

app, you can access your account near college campuses across the country.  
Call or visit us today!

HEADING OFF TO COLLEGE?


