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dear readerS,

Here at UAHS, we are in the midst of 
continuous testing. With underclassmen 
taking standardized AIR tests, juniors 

taking the ACT during school hours and AP tests 
approaching, it seems that we are all on autopilot 
studying and filling out those tedious little bubbles on 
countless answer sheets. 

Although the late arrival schedules are nice, during 
this time period it can be easy to get caught up in the 
mindset that you are defined by your test scores. With 
UAHS being the high achieving school that it is, this 
is even more prevalent. 

As we finish up the school year, I’d like to 
encourage you to take some time for yourself. Get 
breakfast with your friends during the late arrival days, 
or take a study break and go for a walk outside to 
enjoy the warm weather. 

However, an alarming amount of teenagers don’t 
have the luxury of worrying about test scores. 

Human trafficking is an ongoing epidemic across 
the United States as well as the world. 

Recent happenings in late March, such as 14 

girls going missing in the Washington, D.C. area in 
just 24 hours, have drawn nationwide attention to 
the problem. It is also necessary to note that Ohio’s 
human trafficking numbers are among the highest in 
the United States.

To shine light on this issue, Abby Gray and Bre 
Hart interviewed several human trafficking survivors 
in this issue’s spotlight, “Hidden Humans” (p. 8). It 
is an important and touching story for us all to bear 
witness to. 

Don’t forget to check out arlingtonian.com for 
exclusive content including reviews of “Beauty and 
the Beast” and Ed Sheeran’s newest album, as well 
as students’ favorite spring break destinations. You 
can also follow us on Twitter @arlingtonians and 
Instagram @uaarlingtonian for news updates!

In addition, next issue is the last of the year– 
our 48-page senior issue, which will cover senior 
destinations and favorite high school memories.

Thank you for reading, and as always, Go Bears! 

ellise shafer
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Take some time to refresh 
during testing season
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Arlingtonian is a student-produced 
newsmagazine published approximately 
every four weeks by the Journalism III-A 
students at Upper Arlington High School. 
The publication has been established as a 
public forum for student expression and 
for the discussion of issues of concern 
to its audience. It will not be reviewed 
or restrained by school officials prior to 
publication or distribution.

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student 
expression, the editorial board, which 
consists of the staff’s editors, will determine 
the content of the newsmagazine and all 
unsigned editorials; therefore, material 
may not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
policies of Upper Arlington school officials. 

The views stated in editorials represent 
that of a majority of the editorial board. No 
single member of the editorial board can 
be held responsible for editorial content 
decisions. Signed columns or reviews 
represent only the opinion of the author.

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the 
editor, guest columns and news releases 
from faculty, administrators, community 
residents, students and the general public. 

The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves 
the right to withhold a letter or column 
and return it for more information if it 
determines the piece contains items of 
unprotected speech as defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters and columns 
meeting the above criteria will be posted in 
full on the Arlingtonian web site at www.
arlingtonian.com for a minimum of four 
weeks. Arlingtonian and its staff will strive 
to publish only legally protected speech 
following the legal definitions for libel, 
obscenity and invasion of privacy. 

The staff will also refrain from printing 
stories that create a material disruption of 
school activities. Because the Arlingtonian 
staff will determine content of the 
publication, it will therefore also take 
complete legal and financial responsibility 
for what is printed. Arlingtonian will not 
avoid publishing a story solely on the basis of 
possible dissent or controversy.

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays 
all printing and production costs through 
advertising sales, donations and fundraisers.

The editor or co-editors shall interpret and 
enforce this editorial policy.

thank you to our Donors!
Arlingtonian is provided free to all students and staff with  
contributions from the generous people and businesses below

Arlingtonian Editorial Policy

from
the 
editor:
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courtyard during the senior countdown! 

others can pick up their yearbooks on may 22 
during their lunch periods or after school.

a VERY LIMITED number of 2017 yearbooks  
will be for sale at the school store in late may  

for those who did not pre-order their yearbook.

• • • • •
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NORWESTER 2017
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despite Backlash, 
CSi expands
Columbus Police move to expand Community 
safety Initiative, undeterred by criticisms
by greyson van arsdale, ‘17

Columbus Mayor Andrew J. Ginther 
has announced plans to expand the 
Columbus Police’s “Community 

Safety Initiative” (CSI) year-round. 
The initiative, which began in 2005, 

was a response to higher crime statistics in 
the summer. To combat this, police officers 
(including increased plainclothes officers) 
heavily patrol neighborhoods they call 
“hotspots” which they have determined are 
more likely to have criminal activity. 

Every year, those “hotspots” are the 
same: The Hilltop, Linden, the East Side 
and South Side.

The program 
has become more 
controversial 
since the death 
of Henry Green, 
who was killed by 
plainclothes officers 
this past June in the 
Linden area. That 
controversy has 
only increased since a Grand Jury failed to 
indict the officers responsible for his death 
on March 24. 

effeCt in douBt

Though the program costs Columbus 
roughly $750,000 per year, there’s been 
no long-term analysis over whether or not 
CSI drives down crime in the summer. 
The available data shows that crime is still 
consistently higher in the summertime. 

At the end of every summer, the 
Columbus Police Department reports the 
amount of arrests, as well as drugs and guns 
confiscated. However, Tammy Alsaada, 
a local organizer for the People’s Justice 
Project, told WOSU that those numbers 
don’t mean much. 

“We need to know how many 
convictions were had, how many of those 

arrests were lawful arrests, how many of 
those searches and seizures were lawful,” 
Alsaada said.

A 2015 survey by police found more 
than 60 percent of residents affected by CSI 
think the program does not improve safety 
in their neighborhood.

BlaCk and Blue

Many residents and organizers like 
Alsaada believe that the initiative unfairly 
targets poor African-Americans. That much 

was clear as Ginther 
faced protesters 
during his second 
State of the City 
address, where he 
laid out his plan to 
expand CSI.

Approximately 
150 people marched 
from Hope City 
House of Prayer to 

Ginther’s speech at the police academy in 
protest of the expansion. 

“It’s not just about getting justice for 
Henry Green,” Adrienne Hood, Green’s 
mother, said at the protest. “If we would 
have gone up the road 15 minutes, he 
wouldn’t have got bothered. If he was the 
right shade in Clintonville, he would not 
have got bothered.”

Ginther said in his State of the City 
address that several things will change with 
the coming expansion. Though CSI has 
focused primarily on drugs in the past, that 
will not be the case anymore. Linden will 
also launch a voluntary citizen patrol where 
participants will receive vests and radios in 
order to identify crime and contact police. 

Despite the protests and criticisms 
of residents and community activists, it 
appears as though the expansion will go on 
as planned. 

on Feb. 13, the Upper Arlington 
City Council voted in favor of 

the district’s 911 dispatch center 
consolidation to the Northwest 
Regional Emergency Communications 
Center (NRECC) in Dublin. 

Originally, the UA district was going 
to pursue a partnership with Columbus’ 
911 dispatch center. Assistant City 
Manager, Dan Ralley, explained the 
logistics of the original decision. 

However, after a formal 
recommendation from former UA 
Police Chief Brian Quinn and Fire Chief 
Jeff Young, UA’s City Council revisited 
the prospects of partnering with Dublin. 

Apart from the former UA chiefs’ 
recommendation, SAVE UA 911, an 
organization headed by former UA 
dispatcher Charlie Reed raised concerns 
with the consolidation to Columbus. 
On SAVE UA 911’s website it said, “UA 
must stop pursuing this outsourcing 
[with Columbus] and find a better 
solution. As we’ve said before, UA 
City Management is trying to solve 
a manageable problem and save 
money only to create many larger and 
unavoidable problems in its wake.” 

Ralley believes that deciding to 
consolidate with Dublin, rather than 
Columbus, might prove to be a better 
partnership for UA in the long run. 

“Dublin’s 911 dispatch center is more 
similar to UA’s 911 dispatch center, in 
terms of its priorities, expectations and 
management. They have dispatchers, 
like we do in UA, who will take time 
out to talk to residents about concerns 
regarding the 4th of July parade, or the 
dog barking next door,” Ralley said.

The consolidation with Dublin is 
a compromise between finance and 
service. While Columbus was the more 
financially sound option, its big-city 
style operation was not a fit for UA. 

dispatch 
decisions
ua’s police dispatch 
center prepares its  
move to dublin
by dylan carlson, ‘19

If we would have gone up 
the road 15 minutes, [green] 
wouldn’t have got bothered. 
If he was the right shade in 
clintonville, he would not 
have got bothered. ”

ADRIENNE HOOD, GREEN’S MOTHER
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in February, scientists made the 
impactful discovery of seven earth-
sized planets orbiting around the 

ultracool dwarf-star named TRAPPIST-1. 
Although four of these planets orbit 
extremely close to the star or too far 
away to sustain life, three of the seven 
are in the sun’s habitable zone, meaning 
they are in the opportune spot relative to 
the star to hold life.

The small solar system is located in 
the constellation Aquarius, nearly 40 
light-years away. Although this seems 
like a significant distance, the likelihood 
of finding possible life-inhabiting planets 
this close to our own seemed unlikely.

UA biology teacher Tim Bridgham is 
hopeful about this discovery.

“I think the discovery of seven 
earthlike planets (with three appearing 
to be in the “habitable zone”) is very 
exciting news,” Bridgham said. “It 
stimulates wonder and awe and for those 
young people who are curious as to ‘how 
do they know about these planets that 
are so far away’ – it may motivate them 
to pursue answers and become more 
invested in science in general.”

This solar system is much smaller than 
our own, with TRAPPIST-1 being around 
the size of Jupiter. It’s small, compact 
nature and the fact that it orbits a star 
that is cooler in temperature from our 
own has raised some concerns. 

Emmanuël Jehin of the University 
of Liège told NPR that the future of 
these planets and their ability to hold 
life is uncertain.

“We really cannot know,” Jehin said. 
“So it looks like everything is possible, at 

this point. It’s very exciting.”
This discovery not only means 

possible life, but also opens up multiple 
different possibilities for scientific 
discovery. Previously, scientists 
believed that ultracool dwarf stars like 
TRAPPIST-1 were unable to have orbiting 
planets, which deterred many scientists 
from searching for them.

It wasn’t until about a year ago that 
scientists discovered three of the planets 
surrounding this star and decided 
to conduct more thorough research 
around the star. This research led to the 
discovery of four more planets in the 
compact solar system. 

This opens up a many options as 
humanity moves forward, and will not 
only provide a push to visit these planets, 
but inspire more research into dwarf 
stars and their gravitational pull. 

“I believe NASA and other agencies 
will continue to learn more about these 
planets – including the relative amounts 
of liquid water on each planet and their 
atmospheric makeup,” Bridgham said.

UAHS biology teacher David Shrieber 
agrees with Bridgham that there are 
future discoveries to come.

“In the long term, is it hard to put 
it into context, but for now it is very 
significant,” Shrieber said. “Finding this 
many planets in the ‘goldilocks zone’ is 
very important, and is a first step to even 
larger discoveries.”

Although this discovery is a landmark 
in human history, it raises the concern 
of interstellar travel. The present fastest 
ship, Voyager I, is currently rocketing 
through space at 17 km/s, or 61,200 

km/hr. While this seems incredibly 
fast, it is a snails pace compared to the 
speed of light, which is around 1.079 
billion kilometers per hour. This means 
that Voyager I is roughly travelling at 
1/17,631 the speed of light. Therefore, 
with current technology, a voyage to 
TRAPPIST-1’s system would take just 
over 700,000 years.

To answer this interstellar dilemma 
on a smaller scale, founder of Digital Sky 
Technologies Yuri Milner, along with Dr. 
Stephen Hawking and Facebook founder 
Mark Zuckerberg, have devised and 
begun funding Project Starshot. 

Combining their intellectual abilities 
and economic resources, for instance the 
$100 million invested by Milner, the three 
hope to send probes to Alpha Centauri, 
a star 4.367 light years from Earth. The 
plan is to use a technology called a 
light-sail and a giant laser based in the 
Atacama desert in Chile. 

The ships would need to have a large 
enough sail to catch the light emitted from 
the laser, be able to reflect most of the 
light in order to not disintegrate, but also 
weigh less than a gram. The laser used to 
propel the probes would be akin to science 
fiction super weapons, with enough power 
to propel a small ship through space, and 
requiring an entire power plant devoted 
solely to powering the laser.

If the team is able to develop and 
construct the probes and the laser, The 
Atlantic, in their April 12, 2016 article  
“Inside a Billionaire’s New Interstellar 
Mission” said, “Milner hopes to prove 
that a probe could make the journey to 
Alpha Centauri in only 20 years.” 

Photo IllustratIon CourtEsy nasa

A conceptual artist’s interpretation of what the surface of one of the seven planets may look like based on location and size. From each of the planets, the others 
can be seen due to their close proximity.

new Planets 
may Hold life
scientists discover new solar system 
with seven new earth-sized planets 
by carolIne chIdesTer, ‘17 and MaTThew shepherd, ‘19
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more slaves exist in the world 
today than in any other time 
in history. 20.9 million people 

on Earth are victims of human trafficking. 
That’s 607 times the entire population of 
Upper Arlington. 

Almost 32,000 cases of modern-day 
slavery have been in the United States, and 
Ohio is home to the fifth highest amount of 
trafficking victims in all of America, behind 
Florida, Texas, Illinois and California.

Traffickers, commonly known as 
pimps, use threats, violence, debt bondage, 
deception, drugs and numerous other 
tactics to force their victims into acts of sex 
and labor. 

CloSe to Home 

From March 2-5 the Arnold Classic was 
held at the Columbus Convention Center. 
On the surface, the Arnold Classic appears 
to be a highly regarded event that positively 
impacts the city of Columbus with a large 
flow of visitors from all around the world – 
but many are blind to the horrors occurring 
behind the scenes.

With the Arnold Classic comes athletes, 
models, Arnold Schwarzenegger and about
5,000 sex slaves and their traffickers.

These traffickers make deals for attendees 
to pay to have for a girl in their possession 
for an allotted amount of time. 

Lauren Nutter, a formal social worker 
for trafficking victims, described why the 
Arnold is one of the largest grounds for 
human trafficking.

“Events like the Arnold are always big 

places for recruitment and selling because 
the events have high adult male audiences,” 
Nutter said. “They draw in a lot of men 
who are out of town, by themselves, are 
lonely and want company, so that’s typically 
who women are sold to at those events.”

Save Our Adolescents from Prostitution, 
or S.O.A.P., is a campaign that puts labels 
on bars of soap with the sex trafficking 
hotline number and places them in the 
bathrooms at hotels 
across Columbus. 

Before the Arnold, 
S.O.A.P. went around 
to Columbus hotels, 
putting up missing 
children posters and 
giving hotel staff 
members bars of labeled 
soap. 

Attorney Sue Pohler 
works with human trafficking victims and 
volunteers with S.O.A.P.

“[S.O.A.P.] gives [hotels] a poster of 
missing girls and they ask them if they will 
put bars of soap in their bathrooms. On 
the back, the soap wrapper has the national 
human trafficking hotline number,” Pohler 
said. “When the girls go into the bathroom, 
they can see the human trafficking phone 
number on the soap bar and they can 
remember it, hopefully.”

How it HaPPenS

Traffickers typically look for girls from 
as young as 12 to 17 to enslave. While 
some victims are kidnapped, many pimps 

manipulate young teens by making them 
feel like they’re in love. They pamper 
and spoil their targets and in many cases, 
slowly introduce them to drugs.

“Typically young girls are very 
vulnerable and they think it’s really fun 
and silly when some really cute older guy 
hits on them. It makes them feel special,” 
Nutter said.

Once addicted or convinced they’re 
in love with their 
“boyfriends,” victims 
are forced to stay with 
their pimps in order 
to get the drugs they 
depend on, to avoid 
threats of a breakup, to 
escape being beaten.  

“If you have drugs, 
you have human 
trafficking. If you have 

human trafficking, you have drugs. They are 
synonymous,” Pohler said. 

With threats looming over their 
heads, slaves are sold off to buyers to 
provide sexual services and then returned 
to their pimps.

To keep track of their girls, many pimps 
brand their slaves with tattoos containing 
gang signs, or “property of” marks on their 
lower backs. 

Slaves may be regularly physically 
harmed by their pimps in order to instill 
fear in their victims and assert their own 
dominance. If the victims resist, they 
may be beaten, starved or raped. Human 
trafficking survivor Jennifer Kempton has 
experienced this abuse first hand.

GraPhIC by sarah MartIn

hidden 
humans

If you have drugs, 
you have human 
trafficking. If you have 
human trafficking, you 
have drugs. They are 
synonymous.”

ATTORNEY SUE POHLER

Modern-slavery is 
closer to home than 
adolescents know

by abby gray, ‘18  
and bre harT, ‘19
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Calls for Help

Statistics show reported cases of 
human trafficking, as well as total 
calls to the human trafficking hotline 
number in Ohio in the last few years.

In the last 8 years, there have been 
31,659 reported court cases of human 
trafficking nationwide.

Globally, there is an estimated 20.9 
million victims of human trafficking. 
The number of victims increases 
annually.

InforMatIon CourtEsy PolarIs ProJECt InforMatIon GraPhIC by  ava hEnson

“I’ve had guns in my face. I’ve suffered 
beatings. I’ve been in rooms with girls 
who were locked in dog cages and beat,” 
Kempton said. 

a viCiouS CyCle

Kempton’s childhood was violent and 
abusive. At the age of 12, she was sexually 
assaulted for the first time. 

“I grew up feeling unloved and 
unworthy. I had deeply embedded negative 
thoughts and feelings that drove me to seek 
comfort in negative things. After losing my 
virginity to a sexual assault at 12, I began 
to seek comfort in drugs and older men,” 
Kempton said. “After a series of abusive 
relationships, I ended up with what I 
thought was someone who took care of me 
and truly loved me.”

The boyfriend that she believed loved 
her so much eventually introduced her to 
heroin, leaving her dependent on him for a 
high. In order to supply his drug addiction, 
Kempton’s boyfriend began to sell her, 
forcing Kempton to have sex with buyers 
who would pay him for time with her. 
To keep her within his grasp, Kempton’s 
boyfriend forced her to get a tattoo saying 
“Property of Salem.” 

He eventually sold Kempton to the gang 
‘King Munch’. Kempton was forced to get 
another tattoo of the gang’s name along 
with a crown behind her right ear. 

For six years, the gang controlled 

Kempton. She was regularly sold, raped, 
beaten and forced to comply with the gang 
in order to get heroin and to stay alive.

The conditions trafficking victims are kept 
in are deprived of many of the basic necessities 
for a healthy life. 

“I would say a majority of the time, 
when we would find victims, they would 
be living in abandoned houses, motel 
rooms, crack houses, or there would be 
25 victims living in one home, everyone 
sleeping on the floor,” Nutter said. “Most 
of them don’t have beds. They don’t have 
access to showers, hygiene products or 
medical care and a 
lot of them aren’t 
eating regularly.”

Victims often 
accept their 
positions, out of 
learned helplessness. 
The psychological 
explanation of 
learned helplessness is that people tend to stay 
in harmful situations that they are able to get 
out of because they believe they deserve the 
things that are happening to them. 

This is the case with many trafficking 
victims. They, over time, have learned to 
devalue themselves enough so that they 
would believe that they deserve the horrific 
and abusive treatment they undergo daily 
from their pimps. 

“[It was a very long process] rebuilding 
the damage that was caused from a lifetime 

of trauma. The self-worth. The negative 
self-talk. The feeling like I [didn’t] belong, 
the feeling like I don’t deserve to even be 
alive,” Kempton said. 

Those who resist their traffickers, or 
resist the Johns who buy them, are often 
severly punished. Punishments range from 
beatings, being starved, raped, or a number 
of other horrors.

“They would withdraw luxuries, 
like having a warm place to sleep. Or 
somewhere safe to lay down and take a 
nap,” Kempton said. “Not only those 
things, or leaving you dopesick to keep 

you compliant and 
in need of them. 
Isolation, keeping 
you in [his] grips 
and not able to 
reach out for help 
from anyone else.”

Kempton’s 
experience revealed 

the ‘hidden truth’ behind trafficking. Not 
only the traffickers, but the Johns also beat 
the girls into compliance. 

“We get beat, we get left to starve, we 
get left outside, we get branded. We get 
attacked by other girls. They pay the other 
girls to beat the crap out of you. Ultimate 
betrayal and abuse and some of that. That’s 
more obvious and society can see that,” 
Kempton said. “But a piece that they don’t 
see that much of or willing to admit is ‘Oh 
wait, these creeps that are willing to buy 

we get beat, we get left to 
starve, we get left outside, 
we get branded. we get 
attacked by other girls.”

SURVIVOR JENNIFER KEMPTON

statistics reveal scope of human 
trafficking in ohio, nation, world
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are doing more damage than the guys that 
are holding them captive.’”

deeP SCarS

Surviving human trafficking is one 
battle to overcome, recovering from the 
traumas it causes is an entirely different, 
and challenging monster. 

“Many have PTSD and many of them 
have AIDS. Fortunately, today it’s not 
lethal. Because of the drugs, their faces 
are sunken. Heroin eats out their teeth. 
Their bodies, they’ve been beaten, they 
have trauma,” Pohler said. “There’s a game 
out there with pimps, to see how many 
bones they can break, how many stitches 
they can get them to have.” 

Rehabilitation from the mental and 
physical traumas of being trafficked is 
extensive and costly. 

“They need programs of rehabilitation 
for their detox from drugs and alcohol 
and medical appointments,” Nutter said. 
“Most of them never graduate from high 
school because they’re taken at such a 
young ages so they need help getting their 
GED, counseling, 
housing, hygiene 
products, really 
anything that you 
could think of that a 
person would need.”

Not only are 
the logistics of 
rehabilitation outwardly 
complicated, but also 
emotionally draining and extremely difficult 
for the victim. 

“Most of the time when we get them, 
psychologically, mentally, physically, 
emotionally, spiritually, they’re just dead. 
They’re lifeless because they’re going 
through motion by motion. They’ve have 
to shut themselves off from the pain and 
from the trauma in order to survive,” 
Nutter said. “So when we get them, 
their ability to communicate normally, 
to be socially aware of what’s happening 
around them, even just to be able to 
sit down and have a conversation with 
people, they lack the ability to do that.”

Self-doubt and low self-esteem stay 
with survivors after rehabilitation. 
Survivors stick together, helping each 
other through the process. Even after 
recovery, they stay in contact, always 

ready to be there for each other.
“These survivors, victims, the ones 

I’ve met, the ones I will will never meet, 
we are all different but we are all one. It’s 
pretty awesome. They’re why I do what I 
do, they’re why I’m able to keep doing it, 
they’re why I’m being able to learn how 
to love myself,” Kempton said. “There’s 
always one of them, that even if I feel 
worthless, they need something little like 
a hug, and that makes their day and I 
was able to give that to them. [It] gives 
me hope. It’s a breeding ground of hope, 
inspiration, love and understanding.”

 
ProBlem Prevention

The problem of human trafficking has 
been frequently talked about on a global 
scale, but many don’t realize how close 
the problem is to Upper Arlington. 

“My youngest child’s father, I was with 
for four years. He was one of my buyers. 
He lives right here in Upper Arlington,” 
Kempton said. “I have been brought 
here. It is very much a problem here.”

Human trafficking, while typically 
done by a male pimp 
to a young female, 
is not limited to 
this specific type of 
situation. Because 
of the massive scale 
of the issue, every 
person needs to be 
careful for signs of 
human traffickers- 

whether it be at the mall, or in a 
girlfriend or boyfriend. 

“Every woman, man, ethnicity, age, 
height or body type is at risk. Human 
trafficking doesn’t discriminate,” Nutter said.  

An easy way to start preventing the 
problem is to remind others of their own 
value and importance. This can help 
anyone become less vulnerable to the 
threats and tactics of human traffickers.

Other ways that high school students 
can be directly involved in putting 
an end to modern day slavery are 
volunteering with S.O.A.P. and the 
Columbus Dream Center as well as 
numerous other organizations that have 
victim aid programs.  

 “Do something,” Kempton said. “Now 
that you know, what are you going to do 
about it? What are you going to do?” 

every woman, man, 
ethnicity, age, height 
or body type is at risk. 
human trafficking doesn’t 
discriminate.”

CASEWORKER LAUREN NUTTER

Community college is a good 
alternative to traditional college.

Meeting people on the internet 
is dangerous and should not 
occur as often as it does.

Space travel should become 
more common and available 

to citizens.

43%

DAtA for tHis yAy or nAy compileD tHrougH A VoluntAry 
ArlingtoniAn surVey of 331 uAHs stuDents

Human trafficking in 
Columbus is a big problem.

“Wormax” is over-rated and 
should stay blocked on the 

UAHS wifi.

Changes to the UA 911 dispatch 
system will adversely impact 

the response time of emergency 
responders in UA.

If there are human remains 
under UAHS, they should be 
exhumed (dug up) and properly 
buried in a cemetery. 62%

45%

The seven earth-like planets 
recently discovered by NASA 

should be explored and 
further researched.

45%

90%

49%

71%

yay or nay CoMPIlEd by brE hart

45% YAY, 27% NAY, 28% UNDECIDED

90% YAY, 3% NAY, 7% UNDECIDED

34% YAY, 23% NAY, 43% UNDECIDED

19% YAY, 71% NAY, 10% UNDECIDED

45% YAY, 32% NAY, 23% UNDECIDED

49% YAY, 31% NAY, 19% UNDECIDED

62% YAY, 19% NAY, 19% UNDECIDED

54% YAY, 21% NAY, 25% UNDECIDED

54%

ArlingtoniAn  //  9

SPOTLIGHT



Find out more on our website at 
ADvANTAgeDriverTrAiNiNg.NeT

 

(614) 436-3838

adMInIstRatIve offICe  
and ClassRooM

700 Morse Rd., Suite 110
Columbus, Ohio 43214

(614) 436-3838

behind-the-wheel 
lessons available for 
online students, or full 
24/8 course available.

!

!
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While there are 
dangers with  
meeting people 
online, many find 
lasting friendships

Many students use social media to connect with people around the world who share similar interests. While there are risks with communicating on the internet, 
students have found close friends through social media.

Photo IllustratIon by  ava hEnson

by clare drIscoll, ‘19

according to the Pew Research 
center, 57 percent of teens aged 
13 to 17 have met a friend online. 

Most teens have met people through social 
media such as Instagram or Facebook.

Though using the Internet to find 
companionship is becoming a common 
occurrence in society, there are many, like 
sophomore Laken Lee, that still feel it can 
be dangerous if precautions 
aren’t taken. 

“Our generation is very 
technology-oriented and I can 
see how meeting friends online 
is faster and easier to facilitate, 
but it is also easier to act like 
someone you are not,” Lee said.

But there are others, like sophomore 
Audrey Molnar, who see the danger with 
meeting people online but believe there 
are many benefits to meeting people on 
the internet. 

“Meeting people online can be risky 
since you never really know who you’re 
talking to, but it creates the opportunity 
to connect with people who have the same 
interests as you which you may not find at 
school,” Molnar said.

Sophomore Bridget Reed has met friends 
online and believes that the Internet is a 
good way to find people with common 
interests as long as you are safe. 

“I made a friend with someone on a 
forum about cats when I was around 10 
and we kept our conversations mostly 
impersonal,” Reed said. “You should 
definitely be cautious sharing personal 
information with people over the Internet, 
but it’s also a great medium to make friends 
sometimes, especially for someone who may 
have trouble finding people similar to them 
in their town.”

Because of the wide range of people on 

the Internet, many can find people that 
they share common interests with through 
social media.

“I think people prefer to meet others 
online because it takes away the awkward 
first stage when people meet. I also think 
people enjoy the fact that they can talk to 
friends, meet people and have fun in the 
comfort of their own home,” senior James 
Russell said.

According to a study done by The 
Telegraph, 75 percent of teens prefer to talk 
to people online because it provides a sense 

of confidence that many teens do not have 
in face-to-face conversations.

When people rely on the internet to 
make friends, it can make communicating 
in real life harder.

“My generation is becoming too reliant 
on connecting online. Many in this 
generation will not have the skills to do face 
to face communication. Our grasp on these 
skills is ever-fading as we become too reliant 
on the internet,” Russell said.

According to the FBI, 
over 750,000 predators 
are online daily. Internet 
predators often use fake 
accounts portraying 
themselves as younger 
than they really are to gain 
somebody’s trust. 

“Lots of people explore 
certain areas of the internet 

that shouldn’t be exposed to them and trust 
people they do not realize are trying to hurt 
them. They might get in trouble without 
realizing what they have done and when 
they do it’s too late to go back,” Lee said. 

Though safety can be an issue, many 
believe that you should not let that inhibit 
you from meeting people online.

“People shouldn’t avoid making friends 
online because of a fear of being hurt. 
As long as you don’t share too much 
information meeting people online is a 
great option,” Molnar said. 

risk v. reward: 
internet friends

[The internet is] a great medium 
to make friends especially for 
someone who may have trouble 
finding people similar to them.”

SOPHOMORE BRIDGET REED 
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how two local authors 
discovered that there could 
be bodies under uahs

Pictured above is Union Cemetery, one of the two cemeteries that remains from the Litchford Cemetery were moved to after Ben and King Thompson founded 
Upper Arlington. If more bodies are found this summer, they will be reinterred here. 

Photo by sarah MartIn

by ellIse shaFer, ‘17

G rowing up in Upper Arlington, it is customary for 
all elementary students to learn about those who 
founded the city in 1918: Ben and King Thompson. 

However, what students do not learn is that before Upper 
Arlington was Upper Arlington, there was a thriving African 
American community in the area where the high school stands. 

They lived there, died there and were buried in a family 
plot. All the bodies were thought to be removed when the 
construction of UAHS began in the 1950s. But, recent 
research conducted by authors Diane Runyon and Kim 
Shoemaker Starr indicates that they were not – and the bodies 
of our oldest ancestors still remain under the very lot that 
seniors get the luxury of parking in every day. 

This new information has been revealed 
in Runyon and Starr’s book, “Secrets Under 
the Parking Lot: The True Story of Upper 
Arlington, Ohio and the History of Perry 
Township in the Nineteenth Century”, 
published in January of this year. The duo 
has worked together for over 40 years, 
with Runyon being an acclaimed history 
teacher and genealogist, and Starr a grave 
restoration specialist. 

When Starr began cleaning neglected cemeteries in the Upper 
Arlington area, she researched who was buried in them and 
eventually contacted Runyon for help.

“I did the genealogy and found that Pleasant Litchford 
came here with his family in the late 19th century. They 
were all freed slaves from Virginia and they lived where the 
statehouse is, in the woods. Now when the statehouse was 
built, being a master blacksmith, he pretty much was right 
there at the right time,” Runyon said. “He was able to earn 
some money and after he’d been here only three years he was 
able to purchase his first piece of land. Eventually, he amassed 

a large amount of property and became the fourth largest 
landholder in Perry Township.”

Part of the land that Litchford owned included two farms 
where Ridgeview Rd. and Zollinger Rd. now stand. In fact, 
Ridgeview Rd.’s original name was Litchford Township Rd., as 
it was customary then for roads to be named after the original 
landowners. Between the two farms, the Litchfords reserved 
half an acre for a burial plot. 

“People of color could not be buried in white cemeteries 
during those days, so a lot of black people that lived in 
rural areas would have their own cemeteries,” Runyon said. 
“[Litchford] had half an acre that could hold up to 400 graves 
and he was such a kind, inviting man and such a part of the 

community that there were a lot of 
people that were buried in his family 
plot that were not even related to him.” 

In 1876, Litchford also donated part 
of his land to open a colored school, 
which stood where the Tremont Senior 
Center is now.

“It’s just amazing how one person can 
change an entire community and prosper 

for the people that he loved,” Runyon said. “And obviously, they 
loved him back.”

At the time of Litchford’s existence, Runyon does not 
believe that there was much racial strife, meaning that 
Litchford was accepted by the white members of Perry 
Township as an equal.

“Everybody needed each other. You needed the guy that 
had the gristmill, who needed the blacksmith, who needed 
the horse trader,” Runyon said. “It wasn’t like ‘okay, I’m not 
buying that from you because you’re a different color.’ And 
they would never have sold him all that land if they didn’t 
want him there.”

recovering 
remains

If we find evidence that 
something is there, we will 
work with experts to have 
those remains relocated.”

SUPERINTENDENT PAUL IMHOFF
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However, in the early 20th century, once Ben and King 
Thompson began to make Upper Arlington into what 
it is today, the attitude towards people of color in Perry 
Township shifted.

“Upper Arlington was considered a sundown town [when 
it was founded]. The reason they were called sundown was 
because if you were a person of color and you were not in your 
area after the sun went down, that was not good,” Runyon said. 
“[Upper Arlington’s covenant] said that people of color could 
not live, rent, own, look at or stand in Upper Arlington unless 
they were in servitude, and this was to go on until 1999.”

To make room for the construction of the high school, all 
of the bodies in Litchford’s cemetery were moved to either 
Union Cemetery or Greenlawn Cemetery– or so they thought.

“What’s interesting about old cemeteries is that they’re 
not necessarily all in a straight row. They’re very unique in 
that way,” Runyon said. “So when they decided to remove the 
bodies, they really didn’t know where they were, so they dug 
them in straight lines.”

Because of this, Runyon and Starr have reason to believe 
that there are 
more remains 
in the area 
where the senior 
parking lot 
and baseball 
diamonds are. 
In June, radar 
technology 
will be used to 
determine if this 
is true. If it is, 
Superintendent 
Paul Imhoff 
intends to have 
them removed 
and to place a 
marker on the 
high school grounds to commemorate Litchford. 

“If we find evidence that something is there, we will work 
with experts to have those remains relocated,” Imhoff said. “We 
would also like to create markers of some sort for both the high school 
and the cemetery where the remains were reinterred to honor the lives 
of these residents.”

Although “Secrets Under the Parking Lot” has been met with 
some backlash from the community – including Upper Arlington 
Public Library refusing to give Runyon and Starr their support 
and stock the book – the school board is on their side.

“When we brought this to their attention we didn’t know 
what they were gonna say and whose side they were going to be 
on so we are just so blessed,” Starr said.

And, as of March, Runyon and Starr have sold 400 copies 
of the book and held the largest book signing ever at the 
Kingsdale Barnes & Noble.

“We just want to make sure that pioneers are recognized,” 
Starr said. “1918 was the beginning of Upper Arlington but it 
was not the beginning of this area.” 

“Secrets Under the Parking Lot” is the first book 
published by Diane Runyon and Kim Shoemaker 
Starr. They have sold 400 copies since January.

Photo by sarah MartIn

We pioneered technology training 30 years ago.
And we never stopped.
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China Dynasty
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also go a long way to furthering our own civilization. Much like 
how countries here on Earth traded knowledge in order to advance, 
the same could be done between neighbors among the cosmos. Our 
methods of space travel, energy production or even just intellectual 
methods could be forever altered in a positive direction.

Aliens do not have to be anything like us, or even as evolved as 
we are, in order to lead to scientific advancement. 

Even finding microbial life such as bacteria could shape our 
intellectual spheres for centuries. Ideally, we would learn new 
information that could translate into discovering our own past, 
such as the evolution from bacterial life to a sentient form of 
living being.

Life on other planets would also indicate the possibility of one 
of my personal goals for the human race: to become an interstellar 
species. If we could find and colonize habitable planets, not only 
could we advance our understanding of the universe, but keep the 
species alive in the case of disaster here on Earth.

Extraterrestrial life is most likely not science-fiction. It is not 
something to be feared, and it is not something to be ridiculed as 
a ridiculous ideas only perpetuated by “Star Trek” and “Star Wars”. 
Statistically speaking, aliens are almost guaranteed to exist, and it 
would be beneficial, or at the very least interesting for the human 
race to find them. 

an out-of-this-
word prediction

Columnist considers 
possibility of extraterrestrial 
life, implications for Earth

little green men creating crop circles and blowing up 
important landmarks are the first things that pop into 
people’s minds when they think of aliens. But this notion 

of hostile, super-intelligent beings 
capable of interstellar travel and 
intent on destroying the human 
race is highly implausible, to say 
the least. The thought that we are 
completely alone in the cosmos is as 
unlikely, if not more so. According 
to Phys.org, a web-based science 
research and technology news 
service, “the distance to the edge of 
the observable universe is about 46 
billion light years.”

With this number in mind, it 
seems illogical that we are the only 
living beings in the cosmos. Sadly, it 
also displays how astronomical the 
odds of finding other lifeforms really are. 

However, this does not mean that the search for intelligent life 
is futile. Even on its own, finding other living, breathing, thinking 
beings would be an awe-inspiring and mystical experience, it would 

by MaTThew 
shepherd, ‘19

What did you do for your 
spring vacation?

EIGht In EIGht CoMPIlEd by MatthEW shEPhErd, ‘19

i went to the movies and 
slept in.

FRESHMAN CORDY LONG

eigHt stuDents responD to A question in eigHt worDs

i went on a vacation to 
new orleans.

FRESHMAN SEIJI KAWAKAMI

i sat in my basement and 
did nothing.

SOPHOMORE LEELA WATERS

i hung out with reid 
watson; he’s cool.

SOPHOMORE JONAH AMMONS

i went to south carolina 
and had fun!

JUNIOR ABBY STEWART

i went on college trips 
and had fun!

JUNIOR DANIEL IBBA

i went to the beach with 
my family.

SENIOR NICOLE HOLMAN

i went to Vegas and the 
grand canyon.

SENIOR RYAN ROBINSON
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as an 11-year-old with hair similar to 
Dora the Explorer’s and a constant 

wardrobe of basketball shorts and an 
Indianapolis Colts sweatshirt, I was a 
tomboy to say the least. Amidst these 
years of what seemed like a never 
ending phase, I became obsessed with 
ESPN magazines. The pages became an 
incredible journey that I would venture 
on, leaping and bounding from story 
to story sparking my interest of sports 
even more. 

The words captured something that 
the games I saw onscreen couldn’t. I 
believe that the actual act of printed 
word has the capabilities to capture 
every emotion behind any action, and 
for me the act of doing that with sports 
was incredible. 

I learned back in 2013 about the 
Quarterback for Texas A&M who went 
by Johnny Football. The kid ended up 
winning the Heisman trophy and on 
TV he was sensation. He was a truly a 
great player, yet on paper I realized the 
truth of the Texas A&M player. He was 
just Johnny Manziel, a kid who was in 

over his head and didn’t know what to 
do with his sudden fame. His stats had 
no indication of anything other than 
that he was a good football player. The 
amount of yards he rushed 
and touchdowns he made 
were displayed game after 
game but that wasn’t all 
there was to him. 

That’s what I loved 
so much about those 
magazines; they gave me 
glimpses of the reality of 
the game and of people. 
In those stories I saw the 
emotion and storyline 
when the stadium lights 
are off, the fans are gone 
and there isn’t anything to 
write about other than the 
realness of sports. 

I was reminded about the enjoyment 
I got from this publication as I was going 
through the process of planning out 
my future and stumbling upon my old 
copies of the magazines. The dream 
ever since I wore Shaquille O’Neal 

basketball shoes as fashion was that I 
would write for ESPN. It’s one heck of a 
dream but it’s one for which I’m willing 
to dust off those shoes and try on again. 

With that in mind, 
junior Jack Schwartz is 
keeping the conversation 
about sports open 
as founder of Sports 
Debate Club here at 
the high school. The 
club exemplifies the 
excitement that sports 
bring to people. Junior 
Tommy Switzer and Adam 
Boyer are co-founders to 
the club. 

“We discuss three 
topics per meeting, and 
we look at anything 

current in sports right now. It’s going 
to be a lot of NFL draft, Blue Jackets, 
and everything Ohio State but we 
are open to all sports fans and any 
sports related to topics,” Switzer said. 
“Anyone can come and there’s no 
criticism towards others.” 

by McdanIel  
harTranFT, ’17

sTaFF edITorIal

meeting people via 
the Internet was 
once frowned 

upon. Now thanks to social 
media, it can be a great way 
to build relationships with 
new people. 

Social media outlets 
such as Twitter or Instagram 
provide easy and safe ways 
to meet and communicate 
with new people. Many 
people use the direct 
messaging feature of the app 
to form relationships. Direct 
messaging allows a user to 
talk privately with another. 

While the use of Twitter 
and Instagram is considered 
a safe way to meet people, 
there are other popular sites 
such as Tinder that can be 
more dangerous when it 
comes to meeting people. 

Some people are on Tinder 
with an inappropriate and 
potentially threatening 
intent. Instagram and 
Twitter are more of a site 
for communication and 
information sharing. 

However, It is 
important to be mindful 
of the information you put 
online. In fact, 26 percent 
of online sex offenders 
found their victim’s 
address and location 
based on the information 
given in their profile, 
according to the National 
Crime Prevention Council. 

Social Media is a great 
tool for communicating 
and meeting new people. 
However, it is in your best 
interest to be careful when 
talking to new friends and 
hesitant before meeting up 
in real life. 

Sports debate Club reignites writer’s love for sports

arlingtonian staff 
ponders friends made 
on social media 

EdItorIal Cartoon by hallIE undErWood
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