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HI, GOLDEN BEARS!

Am I the only one who felt like January lasted 
forever? Aside from being a second-semester 

senior and losing all remaining motivation to keep up 
in school, the weather has been frigid (thanks, Ohio) 
and Kendrick Lamar was robbed of Best Album at 
the Grammys again. But I’m not all that excited that 
January is over, because that means we’re stuck in 
February. February is in fact my birthday month (Feb. 
15th if you want to send me pizza), but that doesn’t 
stop it from being my least favorite month of the year. 
Something about the slush on the sidewalks accurately 
represents the way my brain and attitude is grey mush 
for all of this dreadful month.

In this issue we delve into February by discussing the 
way snow days are decided by everyone’s favorite or least 
favorite person—depending on whether or not we get a 
snow day—Paul Imhoff, and providing an infographic 
on Valentine’s to put all you single people in a depressed 
mood, myself included. (But don’t worry, the advice 
column will give you ways to cope with your loneliness.)

Are you familiar with the #metoo movement? 
Taking off at the end of 2017, the movement has 
helped many come forward with personal stories of 

sexual harassment, including those in the workplace. It 
has given those that have been assaulted a way to cope 
with their experiences by showing they’re not alone, and 
by raising awareness that the issue is more widespread 
than many could have imagined. This issue, Dylan 
Carlson Sirvent and Clare Driscoll delve into this topic 
with a story on sexual harassment.

Based on the results of an Arlingtonian survey 
put out to the students at this school, my heart is 
broken over the amount of sexual harassment issues 
that go unnoticed in this community. I want to make 
it known that I am always available to be there for 
someone who needs a person to talk to or just doesn’t 
know how to get help. I know you may think no one 
sees, but you are known, loved and accepted. If you are 
in a situation of sexual harassment, assault or violence 
in any way, I urge you to reach out for help. Below are 
hotlines you can call for a variety of harassment issues. 

Sexual Harassment: 8000-656-HOPE (4673) 
Domestic Abuse: 1-800-799-7233
Human Trafficking: 1-888-373-7888

Abby Gray
EDITOR IN CHIEF

#metoo movement 
brings issues of sexual 
inequality to the 
forefront within UASD
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Arlingtonian is a student-produced 
newsmagazine published approximately 
every four weeks by the Journalism III-A 
students at Upper Arlington High School. 
The publication has been established as a 
public forum for student expression and 
for the discussion of issues of concern 
to its audience. It will not be reviewed 
or restrained by school officials prior to 
publication or distribution.

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student 
expression, the editorial board, which 
consists of the staff’s editors, will determine 
the content of the newsmagazine and all 
unsigned editorials; therefore, material 
may not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
policies of Upper Arlington school officials. 

The views stated in editorials represent 
that of a majority of the editorial board. No 
single member of the editorial board can 
be held responsible for editorial content 
decisions. Signed columns or reviews 
represent only the opinion of the author.

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the 
editor, guest columns and news releases 
from faculty, administrators, community 
residents, students and the general public. 

The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves 
the right to withhold a letter or column 
and return it for more information if it 
determines the piece contains items of 
unprotected speech as defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters and columns 
meeting the above criteria will be posted in 
full on the Arlingtonian web site at www.
arlingtonian.com for a minimum of four 
weeks. Arlingtonian and its staff will strive 
to publish only legally protected speech 
following the legal definitions for libel, 
obscenity and invasion of privacy. 

The staff will also refrain from printing 
stories that create a material disruption of 
school activities. Because the Arlingtonian 
staff will determine content of the 
publication, it will therefore also take 
complete legal and financial responsibility 
for what is printed. Arlingtonian will not 
avoid publishing a story solely on the basis of 
possible dissent or controversy.

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays 
all printing and production costs through 
advertising sales, donations and fundraisers.

The editor or co-editors shall interpret and 
enforce this editorial policy.

Thank you to our Donors!
Arlingtonian is provided free to all students and staff with  
contributions from the generous people and businesses below

Arlingtonian Editorial Policy

from the 
EDITOR:



SUPERINTENDENT OF 
THE YEAR

UA school district administrator 
receives state title 

On Dec. 12, 2018, The Buckeye 
Association of School Administrators 

(BASA) chose Paul Imhoff, superintendent 
of Upper Arlington schools, as the 
Superintendent of the Year in Ohio. In his 
tenure as superintendent, Imhoff has made 
efforts in founding programs such as the 
Stand project and the master planning 
process for rebuilding schools across the 
district. 

After being awarded this title, Imhoff 
said, “I truly see it as a recognition of our 

Cities in the Midwest such as Columbus have seen 
a spurt in Airbnb traffic over the last year due to the 
growth of night, culinary and art scenes. 

PHOTO COURTESY AIRBNB AND TIM TRAD ON UNSPLASH

IN BRIEF
entire team in UA including the staff, 
students and community. It is an exciting 
time to be in the UA schools, and I am 
always happy when the work of so many is 
recognized.”

An article on the UA schools website 
said: “The Buckeye Association of School 
Administrators, recognizes Imhoff for his 
leadership and career of supporting the 
needs of students across the state.” This 
leadership and supporting of students can 
be seen primarily through the planning 
process for the upcoming renovations and 
rebuilding of schools across the district.

Another possible reason for Imhoff 
winning the award was his work on the 
Stand project. The Stand project aims to 
help with the health and safety of the youth 
of Upper Arlington, especially in terms of 
preventing drug abuse.

“It’s been  amazing to watch residents 
from a variety of professional backgrounds 
come together to help protect children and 
provide resources and support for families,” 
Imhoff said.

No matter the final impetus for Imhoff 
being awarded Superintendent of the Year, 
he has participated in many programs to 
help the district, all of which culminated 
in this award. Even more, his work on the 
master planning project, the Stand project, 
and many other programs all helped the 
district as a whole.

Imhoff said that his award can be 
credited “to the work of the special teachers 
who helped me overcome obstacles as a 
student. ”

BY MATTHEW SHEPHERD, ’19

Superintendent Imhoff after receiving the 
Buckeye Association of School Administrator’s 
Superintendent of the Year award. 

PHOTO COURTESY BASA

OLYMPIC DIPLOMACY
North and South Korea unite for 
the Winter games

This year’s 2018 Winter Olympics is set 
to be hosted by South Korea in the 

city of Pyeongchang. Pre-Olympic drama 

has been dominated by talk of South 
Korea’s northern neighbor participating in             
the Olympics.

Tensions between North Korea and 
South Korea have been evident ever since 
the conclusion of the Korean War over 60 
years ago. After the establishment of the 
39th Parallel, communication between the 
two countries have been characterized by 
military confrontations. 

However, on Jan. 9, officials from 
both countries met for the first time in 
two years in the village of Panmunjom in 
South Korea. After months of meetings, 
the two countries decided that they will 
be represented in the same team under a 
united flag.

The two countries had previously used 
the united flag on rare occasions, just as 
they combined in the 2006 Winter Games 
in Italy. Although the peace talks seem to 
be slowly thawing tensions, only time will 
tell if the Olympics will be able to bring 
together a divided nation. 

BY KATIE CHONG, ’18

North and South Korea marching under a 
united flag at the 2006 Torino Winter Olympics. 

PHOTO COURTESY AMY SANCETTA / AP IMAGES

AIRBNB ASPIRATIONS

Columbus projected to continue 
growth on home-sharing 
platform, yet city proposes new 
restrictions 

New York City, Orlando and Miami hold 
the number 4, 7 and 8 spots respectively 

for the most popular Airbnb cities worldwide 
for 2017, only behind cities such as Paris      
and Tokyo.

However, Columbus has also made one 
of the home-sharing platform Airbnb’s 2017 
top lists. In the past year, bookings have        
nearly tripled.

According to an Airbnb report, 
midwestern cities such as Indianapolis—
which has 256 percent growth compared 
to Columbus’s 254 percent expected—are 
seeing some of the strongest growth due to 
“booming downtown districts humming with 
new restaurants, nightlife and local arts.”

Going into 2018, Columbus is expected to 
be one of the largest cities for Airbnb use in 
the United States, along with towns in close 
proximity to national parks. This correlates 
to the most prominent home type trend of 
nature lodge bookings, which have increased 
by 700 percent).

Despite this, restrictions are being 
debated for Airbnb owners in the area.  
Major cities across the U.S. have already put 
regulations in place pertaining to owners. In 
October 2016, New Orleans banned almost 
all short term rentals in the French Quarter 
and limited home rentals to a maximum of 
90 days a year, versus a full 365 days to earn 
extra income.

Columbus might follow New Orleans 
lead with a 90-day rule, a required owner’s 
permit at $75 a year with an additional $10 
application fee and taxation at the hotel rate.

Public meetings for this decision will 
commence in February.

BY CAROLINE FAVRET, ’18
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BY CAROLINE FAVRET, ’18

What started as a senior project 
led to roughly 7,610 miles and 
22 states hiked. Twenty-year- 

old UAHS graduate Eddie Boyd began 
his adventures after choosing to hike the 
Appalachian Trail for his Odyssey project.  

In the following years, Boyd continued 
to hike, eventually pursuing the premier 
award of thru-hiking, the Triple Crown.  By 
completing the Continental Divide Trail, or 
the “CDT,” he has become one of the few 
people his age that has completed this feat 
in such a short time span, and one of only 
334 people total.

As for his Odyssey, Boyd chose both a 
physically and mentally demanding project. 
He grew up loving the outdoors, and during 
his freshman year a friend 
casually mentioned the idea to 
tackle the Appalachian Trail, 
or the “AT.” They’d talk about 
it throughout high school, and 
Boyd became really serious 
about it as he neared the end of 
high school.

Initially, however, the trail 
proved too much for him and he stopped 
about 20 miles in.  

“It was my dream to hike the AT, so 
after I got over [the quitting part] and 
got back on the trail, there was no more 
quitting. I had already quit, so I couldn’t 
quit again,” Boyd said.

He tried again, starting June 28, 2015.  
This time, he started at Harpers Ferry, 
went north to Maine, then backtracked 
to end in Georgia. For one segment, he 

joined a 42-year-old man who went by the 
trail name “Texas Poo” and had already 
completed the CDT and PCT over the last 
two years. Here, he started seeing the Triple 
Crown as a reality after hearing Poo recount 
his experiences on the other trails. 

The AT also exposed Boyd to the social 
nature of the sport, which for him is 
unparalleled.

“What makes thru-hiking awesome is 
the social aspect of it, meeting all of these 
interesting people and doing this crazy 
thing and being united by that,” Boyd said, 
“It’s been really cool to know, ‘Hey, if I 
want to go travel around I have a someone 
to stay with in Tokyo, I have someone to 
stay with in Germany.’” 

The next year in May, he continued 
on to attempt a quieter trail across the 

Mississippi. He embarked on a 2,650 mile 
journey from Mexico to Canada via the 
Pacific Crest Trail, or the “PCT.”  

“I’d have days where I just put my 
headphones in and would just be absolutely 
in the zone, in the state of flow, which is 
really hypnotic and very nice to experience.  
It’s something you don’t really get 
everyday,” Boyd said.

After completing the PCT, which 
includes Mount Whitney, the highest point 

in the contiguous United States, he knew he 
had to continue on to attempt the CDT as 
he had already come so far.  

“After 1,000 or 2,000 miles of hiking, 
your body is 100 percent amazing at 
hiking. You wake up with the sun, you 
go to sleep with the sun, and your body’s 
on this perfect natural rhythm to get up 
and walk 25 to 30 miles every day with a 
backpack on, over whatever mountains. It 
doesn’t matter how high they are, it’s just 
effortless,” Boyd said.

In November 2017, he conquered the 
CDT and his hardest state, Colorado, 
allowing him to apply for the Triple Crown 
Award from the American Long Distance 
Hiking Association-West organization.

Boyd’s hiking days might be over for 
the time being, as he is a current college 

student, but he plans to 
continue hiking and even re-
hiking trails he’s completed in 
the future.

“I’m 100 percent addicted,” 
Boyd said, “I have a massive list 
of trails for the rest of my life.” 

This summer he hopes to 
travel to Wyoming, forging 

his own trail to showcase the greater 
Yellowstone ecosystem. This would include 
the Tetons, the Gros Ventre Wilderness and 
the Wind River Range. With the exception 
of Washington, this region of northern 
Wyoming was one his favorite areas out of 
over 400 days of hiking.

For him, the sport is not much more 
than mental determination and an 
unbeatable adventure, and as Boyd says, 
“It’s just walking.” 

PHOTO COURTESY RAY BOUKNIGHT

UA alum hikes over 7,000 miles  
over three consecutive years

Triple Crown 
Calling

I’d have days where I just put 
my headphones in and would 
just be absolutely in the 
zone.”

UAHS ALUM EDDIE BOYD

Lower Echo Lake is near the halfway point of the 
Pacific Crest Trail. Along with the Appalachian 
Trail, the National Trails System Act in 1968 made  
the PCT a protected scenic trail. Boyd started this 
trail on May 1, 2016 and ended on Sept. 20, 2016.  
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uavocalmusic.org

February 22nd 7:30pm
February 23rd 7:30pm
February 24th 7:30pm
February 25th 2:30pm

614-487-5240 ex: 7464

Upper Arlington High School Vocal Music
ASL Interpreted Performance
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BY SOPHIE YANG, ’19

The school administration installed 
15 security cameras in key points 
around UAHS last September to 

monitor potential intruders and student 
conduct within the school walls.

According to assistant principal Luis 
Vazquez, the cameras are accessible 
through computers by Principal Andrew 
Theado; assistant principals Jaclyn Angle, 
Jennifer Mox and himself; Student 
Resource Officer Jon Rice; UA Chief 
Operating Officer Chris Potts; and the 
local police and fire departments.

In addition to being high-definition, 
Vazquez helped select specific camera 
locations to cover all hallways at UAHS.

“They’re placed strategically so you can 
pick up more than one hallway with just 
one camera,” Vazquez said. “One picks up 
where the other one leaves off.”

Although the cameras cover most 
of UAHS—save for the auditorium, 
cafeteria, learning center and athletic 
facilities—Chief Operating Officer 
Chris Potts said they are not constantly 
being reviewed.

“We do not have a dedicated person 
watching the system every hour of the 
day,” Potts said.

Instead, as 
Vazquez explains, 
footage may be 
pulled up when 
incidents arise.

“If there’s 
vandalism in the 
hallway, if there’s 
an intruder in the 
school that shouldn’t 
be here and we 
couldn’t identify them, we could look at 
the camera,” Vazquez said. “It can be in 
real time, or we can back it up a day, a 
week — whatever we need.”

At this time, the administration has not 
decided whether or when footage will be 
deleted, although Vazquez sees that a one-
year save period is realistic.

A RESPONSE

According to Vazquez and Potts, the 
security cameras were a direct response to 
an incident on Aug. 23 in which students 
poured gasoline on natatorium lobby’s carpet 
and walls. After the incident, the UAHS 
administrative team, central office leaders, 

and the police and fire 
departments called a top-
tier meeting.

“We’re conscious about 
the security of students, 
and we wanted to take that 
next step,” Vazquez said. 

Potts said the cameras 
were purchased from State 
Security, the same company 
that monitors UAHS’s fire 
alarm system, for $17,622. 

Although representatives from the company 
created a proposal and provided the 
cameras, they are no longer connected to 
the security system or footage.

In addition, Vazquez said the police and 
fire departments were in strong support 
of the cameras, which have now become a 
staple across central Ohio and the country 

as a whole. In fact, the National Center 
for Education Statistics reported that four 
years ago, 75 percent of public schools had 
installed security cameras.

Arlingtonian reached out to several other 
suburban high schools in the central Ohio 
area. Of the 10 schools called, all reported 
they employed security camera systems, 
making UAHS one of many schools in a 
local and national trend.

According to Vazquez, the camera 
implementation doesn’t echo UAHS security 
incidents last school year so much as increasing 
gun-violent events across the United States.

“The cameras won’t prevent [that type of 
situation], but it can help us by monitoring 
who should be in the building and who 
shouldn’t,” Vazquez said.

However, the cameras could serve a 
purpose beyond seeking intruders: if any 
illegal activities or school policy-breaking 
activities such as drug exchange are noticed 
on camera, the students involved could face 
disciplinary action.

“We just hope that the security 
cameras have some type of positive 
impact on the school and school climate,” 
Vazquez said. 

Security cameras at UAHS continue to monitor hallways

In the Picture

PHOTO BY GRACE HOUSER

A security camera records footage of the freshman and music hallways. This camera, like its 14 
counterparts, is usually unmonitored.

SECURITY CAMERAS:
FAST FACTS

• Fifteen in total, covering all 
hallways at UAHS

• Cost $17,622
• Responded to a gasoline 

incident in August 2017
• Usually unmonitored
• Footage is saved indefinitely



	

	

	

Law Office  of  W. Evan Price  II,  LLC 
Ohio Super  Lawyer – 2015 through 2017 

 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 20244, Columbus, Ohio 43220-0244 

Business Address: 5650 Blazer Parkway, Suite 100, Dublin, Ohio 43017 
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NORWESTER 2018: 
Golden Years, Golden Bears

*Yearbooks will be on sale throughout April 30 via 
our website at tinyurl.com/NORWESTER2018. 
The price will increase as the year progresses.

The 2017 Yearbooks Are Sold Out. 
BE SURE TO PURCHASE YOUR COPY  

OF THE 2018 YEARBOOK TODAY!

DON’T DELAY IN 
ORDERING YOUR 2018 

YEARBOOK! 

The price for the 2018 Norwester 
increases as the year progresses. Go to  

tinyurl.com/NORWESTER2018  
to order your book today.

SENIOR PORTRAITS WERE DUE JAN. 8, 
but we’re still accepting late submissions. 
Email your high-resolution digital image 
to norwester@uaschools.org ASAP!
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BY ALLY MELNIK, ’18

From Dec. 28, 2017 to Jan. 2, 
2018, the Upper Arlington High 
School marching band had the 

opportunity to play at the Fiesta Bowl 
parade in Phoenix, Arizona. 

While in Arizona, not only did the 
band come in second place 
out of 12 high school bands 
performing in the parade, but 
they also visited the Grand 
Canyon, performed at a 
homeless shelter and perused 
surrounding areas like Sedona 
and Old Town Scottsdale. 

Along with trekking the 
2.5-mile Fiesta Bowl parade, 
the band performed in front 
of judges. Despite the pressures of being 
filmed and having to bear the hot weather 
in full-wool uniforms, the band did 
better than expected, according to senior 
flutist Sophie Gallucci. 

“We did a lot better than we expected, 
because you feel crappy, you’re in the 
sun… we’re in wool uniforms, but we 
sounded pretty good, we looked pretty 
good [and] we got second,” Gallucci said. 

In addition to performing in 

the parade, the band was given the 
opportunity to play at a homeless shelter 
as soon as they landed.

“We played some songs and showed 
them our instruments,” Gallucci said. 

Besides the two performances, 
students visited Sedona and Old Town 
Scottsdale where they were set loose to 
eat, shop and tour the respective areas. 
In Old Town Scottsdale, they had the 
opportunities to discover a plethora of 

restaurants and shops to visit. Sedona, 
on the other hand, offered them the 
options to hike the famous red rocks as 
well as go on a pink Jeep tour with their 
friends throughout the terrain. 

“I think [the Jeep tour] was the big 
thing; that was a lot of fun. A lot of 
people liked that because it wasn’t what 
we expected,” Gallucci said. 

The band also blocked off roughly 12 
hours for a trip to and from the Grand 

Canyon, where they had to endure a 
four-hour drive there, followed by a 
scenic two-hour train ride. They then 
spent three hours at the canyon and 
eventually had to ride six hours back. 

But one unique opportunity stood 
out to Gallucci. Since the band was 
in Arizona on New Year’s Eve, they 
decided to celebrate in their own special 
way. Gallucci and her friends bought 
sparkling apple cider and counted down 

to the new year on a rooftop 
deck. 

“They let us stay up 
until 10 [p.m.] because we 
celebrated New Year’s [in] 
Ohio time,” Gallucci said. 

Although there were 
negative attitudes towards 
the price, which was double 
what a normal band trip 
would be, and the fact that 

some students wouldn’t be able to go 
due to financial situations, Gallucci still 
thought that the trip was well-organized 
and fun. 

“I enjoyed it, I had a good time… 
but I would say there should’ve been 
more preparation for it in terms of fund 
raising. I don’t know how long Mr. Edge 
knew we were invited to it, but that 
would be my only concern,” Gallucci 
said.  

PHOTO COURTESY SOPHIE GALLUCCI

The UAHS students that went on the band 
trip gather together to take a picture in 
Sedona, Arizona. 

Marching band goes west  
to play in Fiesta Bowl parade

Bears at the Bowl

We did a lot better than we 
expected... we sounded pretty 
good, we looked pretty good, 
[and] we got second.”

SENIOR FLUTIST SOPHIE GALLUCCI
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COMPILED BY CHARLOTTE  JANES, ’18

Winter sports teams continue into the new year 
with plenty of practices and games

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANESPHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES

ATHLETESin action

PHOTO BY GRACE HOUSER

▶ WRESTLING: Sophomore Jesse Bowers competes in a 
match against a Marysville student. See the varsity team in 
action on Feb. 8 at Dublin Coffman at 7 p.m.

▼ GYMNASTICS: Senior Erin Karap performs her balance 
beam routine in front of judges during a gymnastics meet 
on Jan. 29. The Bears finished second with a total score of 
130.55.
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CAPTAINS’ CORNER

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE  JANES

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES

▲ BOYS BASKETBALL: Junior Max Martz lines 
up to shoot a three pointer during the team’s game 
against Westerville Central on Jan. 30. The Bears 
walked away with a win of 59-44.

▲▲ GIRLS BASKETBALL: Junior Colleen Moore 
swiftly dribbles the ball away from her Hilliard 
Davidson opponent on Jan 26. The Bears won out 
with a final score of 63-52.

◀ BASKETBALL CHEERLEADING: Senior Kate 
Gomez performs during the boys basketball game 
halftime on Jan 30th. The game ended in a win for 
the Bears against Westerville Central.

CAPTAINS’ CORNER COMPILED BY WILL PRICE

BOYS BASKETBALL
Senior  
Casey Jones
This season has 
gone... great so far. 
Going into our 
game [on Feb. 2] we 
are 15-1. We’ve had 
a really good team 
connection, and our 
ultimate goal is to 
go as far in the tournament as possible.

Looking forward, we... have our last 
regular season game on Feb. 16. We have 
two big games against Coffman before 
then, and if we win, we should be able to 
win our region.

My favorite memory so far is... on the court, 
the buzzer beater I had in the Africentric 
game to send it into overtime. The last 
three years, the overall best part has been 
the friends I’ve made on the team.

GIRLS DIVING
Junior  
Maddy Heck
The season has gone... 
really well so far. 
We have a couple 
of divers, junior 
Holly Darling and 
sophomore Julia 
Fidanza, who have 
really carried the 
team throughout the year. They’ve gotten 
1st and 2nd place at most of our meets.

Coming up, we have... districts on Feb. 
12. We had our conference meet recently 
and we did really well. Hopefully, Holly 
and Julia can do great at Districts and 
move on to the State meet.

Being on such a small team is... a lot of 
fun because there’s only four of us, so 
we spend all of the practices and the 
meets together.
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In the wake of the 
#metoo and Time’s Up 
movements, students 
confront consent and 
sexual harassment

Ever since The New York Times 
published its Oct. 5 article 
“Harvey Weinstein Paid Off 
Sexual Harassment Accusers for 

Decades” revealing Weinstein’s decades-
long history of sexual abuse and predation, 

stories have poured in from around the 
world and from every type of industry of 
women who faced sexual harassment and 
abuse from men in power. 

This outpouring led to the rise of 
the #metoo and Time’s Up movements. 
After Alyssa Milano, an American actress 
and activist, tweeted out on Oct. 15, “If 
you’ve been sexually harassed or assaulted, 
write ‘me too’ as a reply to this tweet,” 
the #metoo went viral. Women and men 
from every walk of life posted the hashtag 
on their social media accounts to show 
the extent and reach of sexual harassment 
within the workplace.

The Time’s Up initiative was launched 
by Shonda Rhimes, Reese Witherspoon 
and 300 other women in the entertainment 
industry to address, as is stated on its 
website, “the systemic inequality and 
injustice in the workplace” by “improv[ing] 
laws, employment agreements, and 
corporate policies, [and to] help change the 
face of corporate boardrooms.” 

The plan includes a legal defense 
fund which will be administered by the 
National Women’s Law Center. Launched 
on Dec. 20, and with more than 19,000 
people providing donations, Time’s Up has 
raised $19.4 million for its legal defense 
fund. However, it is still just short of its 
GoFundMe goal of $20 million.

The watershed following the New 
York Times’ exposé of Harvey Weinstein 

and the rise of the #metoo and Time’s 
Up movements have prompted people 
to become increasingly aware of sexual 
harassment not only within the workplace 
but in every aspect of public life, including 
Upper Arlington City Schools.

WITHIN UAHS

A recent Arlingtonian survey of 209 
students—of which 60 percent of the 
respondents were female, 36 percent were 
male and 4 percent identified as other—
revealed some disconcerting statistics from 
the female students in the sample:

• 73 percent said they had been 
catcalled.

• 60 percent said they had been the 
target of a crude or sexual joke or 
gesture.

• 33 percent said someone had 
continued to ask them to send nude 
photos even after they declined.

• 33 percent said someone had 
touched their body without their 
permission in a sexual manner.

• 27 percent said someone had 
continued to ask them for sexual 
favors even after they had declined.

UAHS student Jackie Smith* shared 
her experiences confronting the gray area 
of consent as a freshman.During entertainment awards shows, such as the 

Golden Globes, actors, directors, and others wear 
black in support of the Time’s Up movement.

PHOTO COURTESY OF VALERIE MACON/GETTY IMAGES

BY DYLAN CARLSON SIRVENT AND 
CLARE DRISCOLL, ’19

PHOTO COURTESY THE SOSHAL NETWORK

*DENOTES A SOURCE WHO REQUESTED ANONYMITY
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“I was dating someone during my 
freshman year, and he would want to 
make out and be physical, and I would 
say, ‘Oh, I’m not really into this,’ and he 
would say, ‘But, please,’” Smith said.

Smith added that the Upper 
Arlington’s abstinence education, which 
is mandated by state law, can leave 
teenagers unprepared when face-to-face 
with issues that go beyond abstinence.

“The only kind of sex education that 
we have in schools is abstinence and 
purity. [Schools] never tell people how to 
behave once we are past that abstinence 
line,” Smith said. “There is no teaching of 
what consent is.”

Sophomore Peter Johanni noted that 
this lack of education on definitions 
of sexual harassment and consent 
contributes to the problem.

“I think that [the school] doesn’t 
do a good job of defining what sexual 
harassment is, so kids take it too far and 
don’t realize they’ve sexually harassed 
someone,” Johanni said. “People just 
think they’re being flirty or friendly with 

someone but they’re actually accidentally 
crossing a line because they don’t realize 
that their actions are sexual harassment.”

This sentiment is held not only by 
Smith and Johanni, but by a majority of 
the respondents from the Arlingtonian 
survey. Of the 209 students surveyed, 79 
percent said the school should be doing 
more to educate students about what is 
and isn’t sexual harassment. 

UAHS health teacher Stacey Hoover 
explained how the state’s curriculum 
for sex education can allow for such 
discussions to take place in classes.

“The state standards are very 
focused on domestic violence within a 
relationship of any kind. This has opened 
the door to sexual harassment topics,” 
Hoover said. “The way the teacher 

goes about this discussion is up to the 
discretion of the teacher.”

Although Hoover said that students 
had not yet brought up the topics of 
sexual harassment and consent in her 
classes, she would not be surprised for 
such topics to arise.

“I am sure once we start the discussion 
during our [unit on sexual education] 
that more students will add to the 
discussion,” Hoover said.

Junior Laken Lee said she hopes to see 
more efforts outside of classes to bring 
increased attention to these topics.

“I don’t think there’s any awareness 
currently being brought to our UAHS 
community. It’s not something that has 
been brought to our attention other 
than by a flyer on a wall,” Lee said. “We 
should be stressing awareness.” 

However, language arts teacher Greg 
Varner said that awareness is only half of 
the issue.

“The other half [of the issue] is 
communication… I think it’s important 
for a person to make clear—by his or her 

words and actions—what the boundaries 
are,” Varner said. “What one group might 
see as playful banter, another might not.”

Currently, in an effort to bring more 
attention to these matters and create 
more discussion about them with fellow 
students, junior Emma Merchant is 
starting Sex Ed Club, which focuses on 
providing a comprehensive sex education 
in an open and safe place for teens to 
learn and be curious.

“We’re really focusing on making it 
an open conversation that’s not telling 
people not to have sex or telling people 
they should be having sex, but giving 
them information so that they can make 
their decisions in an informed way,” 
Merchant said.

Stacey Royer, vice president of the 

One hundred and 50 former 
and current gymnasts have 

accused former USA Gymnastics 
and Michigan State University 
doctor Larry Nassar of sexual 
assault. Nassar was convicted 
earlier this year to 40-175 years 
in prison for sexual assault of 
minors.

The first gymnast to 
come forward was Rachael 
Denhollander, who accused 
Nassar of assaulting her in 2000 
when she was 15 years old. Since 
Denhollander came forward, 
more than 100 women have come 
out, including gold medalists 
Simone Biles, Aly Raisman, and 
McKayla Maroney, accusing 
Nassar of sexual abuse.

Judge Rosemarie Aquilina 
delivered harsh words to Nassar 
during the sentencing in a 
Michigan courtroom. Aquilina’s 
handling of the hearings have 
received praise from media 
outlets and victims alike. 

Aquilina had over 160 victims 
give their testimonies against 
Nassar over a seven-day span. 
After informing Nassar of his 
decades-long sentence, Aquilina 
said to him, “I’ve just signed your 
death warrant. I find that you 
don’t get it, that you’re a danger. 
That you remain a danger.” 

Olympic Gymnasts Aly Raisman and Simone 
Biles are among hundreds of other gymnasts 
accusing Larry Nassar of sexual assault.

PHOTO COURTESY GETTY IMAGES 

Sexual harassment is deeply rooted in 
not having respect for others. If we can 
start education for young people, from 
elementary school and middle school to 
respect women and minorities, then this 
problem could have a chance to be fixed.”

JUNIOR LAKEN LEE

Larry Nassar’s 
hearing places 
a spotlight on 
abuse victims
BY WILL PRICE, ‘18
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UA Board of Education, said the board 
regularly reviews its bylaws and policies; 
issues concerning sexual harassment are 
of the board’s top priority.

“This will continue to be a focus 
for both the board and the district 
administration,” Royer said. “This is a 
very important topic in every area of our 
society, and our schools are certainly  
no exception”

In addition, principal Andrew 
Theado said that students can make 
proposals to the Research & Design Lab 
to create more programs that address 
these issues.

“Students can propose to create new 
classes, or have monthly seminars, among 
other things,” Theado said. “It’s about 
getting together and creating new avenues 
for students’ ideas.”

Theado added that in order to have 
a meaningful exchange, these programs 
cannot be a single event.

“I think the speakers the school 
sometimes bring helps, but it’s a one-
time thing. As soon as students leave the 
auditorium, they’ll do whatever they want. 
But, in order to embed change into the 
culture we need to have long-term and 
meaningful programs that can be started by 
students themselves,” Theado said.

SCHOOLS AND 
EDUCATION

In the Arlingtonian survey, respondents 
chose from a list of scenarios for what they 
viewed as sexual harassment. The responses 
were the largely same for both the male 
and female respondents, although in two 
questions, perceptions were quite different. 

74 percent of the female respondents 
saw catcalling as a form of sexual 
harassment, while only 44 percent of the 
male respondents shared this opinion. And, 
63 percent of females saw crude gestures or 
jokes (i.e. “dick” jokes or humping gestures) 
as sexual harassment, but only 47 percent 
of males perceived it in the same way.

Junior Laken Lee sees these results as a 
consequence of the lack of awareness about 
these issues.

“Sexual harassment is deeply rooted in 
not having respect for others. If we can start 
education for young people, from elementary 
school and middle school to respect women 
and minorities, then this problem could have 
a chance to be fixed,” Lee said.

Freshman Sarah Thyer said the 
enforcement of the dress code at the middle 
school level plays a role in this.

“[The middle school dress code] makes 

girls feel like they’re something to be 
censored, while boys can just gawk at us if 
we’re not covered up,” Thyer said.

In both Hastings’ and Jones’ Student 
Handbooks, “tube tops, bare midriffs, bare 
or uncovered backs, and see through mesh 
shirts” are listed as inappropriate clothing. 

These standards are set by the UA 
Board of Education, which determined 
the previous items to be specific 
examples of “unacceptable dress for 
school and school events.”

Thyer, a former Hastings student, 
recalled a meeting in her eighth grade year 
in which the girls were separated from the 
boys and were told about the dress code 
and why they couldn’t dress certain ways.

“At the meeting, we were reminded of 
all the things we couldn’t wear because 
they may be too distracting for others,” 
Thyer said.

Junior Robin de Jong also recalled this 
meeting and said that she was confused by 
its premise.

“They told us that our shoulder straps 
had to be three fingers wide. They wanted 
to make it so the guys could focus on their 
education, which doesn’t really make sense,” 
de Jong said. “Does showing your shoulder 
really make a guy not be able to focus on 
their learning?”

#METOO MIGRATION 
Movement becomes increasingly global, 
reaching as far as China

BY KATHERINE DOMINEK, ’19

The #metoo movement started a tidal wave of sexual assault 
conversation not only in the United States, but also traveling 

across the Pacific Ocean and resonating in China. In 2004, Luo 
Xixi, a student at Beihang University in Beijing, was sexually 
harassed by Chen Xiaowu, a noteworthy professor at the university.

After allegations against former film-mogul Harvey 
Weinstein had made their rounds, anonymous students shared 
their experiences in chat rooms. On Jan. 1, Xixi went public on 
Weibo, a microblogging site, detailing how Xiaowu had asked 
her to go with him to his sister’s house. Once they were in the 
house, Xiaowu demanded sex from her, letting her go only when 
she pleaded she was a virgin. What was unique about Xixi’s post 
was that she chose not to be anonymous, signing her name on 
the post. Later, that day her post had been seen more than three 
million times.

When Xiaowu denied the claims, Luo published a transcript 

of him sayings things like “Can’t I touch you?” and “Then can 
you touch me a little?”

On Jan. 11, the university accepted the veracity of Luo’s 
claims, as well as those of several other female students, and 
severed ties with Xiaowu. 

Luo’s story is only part of a larger trend within China. A 
study done by the Guangzhou Gender Centre, an NGO (non-
governmental organization), found that almost 70 percent of 
students said they had been harassed. Fewer than 4 percent said 
they had, or ever would, report assaults to the police.

Sophia Huan Xueqin, a journalist in southern China who 
started a social media platform to report sexual harassment, said, 
“[In China,] it feels like we’re still in a traditional world where 
women are supposed to stay at home and support the family and 
feed the kids.”

Fearing social unrest, Chinese authorities have started 
blocking the hashtag “Me Too China” and phrases like “anti 
sexual-harassment” from social media and deleting online 
petitions calling for greater protection of women.

However, not even the censors can stop the tidal wave that has 
been set off.

“‘‘Me Too’ was an alarm bell for all of us,” Xueqin said. “We’re 
not brave enough to stand out as one individual. But together, we 
can be strong.”
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Junior Kelly Haddow said she felt this 
meeting sent an unintended message that 
may be dangerous.

“It kind of told us that we were 
responsible for what happened if we wore 
clothes that were too revealing,” Haddow 
said. “I understand the reasoning behind it, 
but it has to be two ways.”

Senior Andrew Morrison did not realize 
such meeting had ever occurred; however, if it 
did, he thinks male students should also have 
a meeting about respect and consent.

“I think it’s kind of gross that they pull the 
girls aside to tell them how to dress but don’t 
pull they guys aside to discuss controlling 
themselves,” Morrison said.

Arlingtonian reached out to Jones Middle 
School principal Jason Fine and asked him, 
among other questions, whether these 
meetings still take place at either middle 
school, if there is a corresponding meeting for 
male students, and whether there are other 
discussions on this topic in the school. Fine 
provided a general response to these questions:

 “At Jones, we are always looking for ways 
to improve the culture of our building and 
help our students build the type of relationship 
skills they will need to succeed in their 
schooling, career and personal relationships. 
This school year, we are focusing on kindness, 
which seems like a simple concept, but it 
actually gets at the root of how 
we treat others and how we 
expect others to treat us. We can 
use the message of kindness to 
lay a strong foundation of an 
anti-harassment, anti-bullying 
message in an age-appropriate 
way,” he wrote. “So far it’s 
been an amazing year, and I’m 
extremely proud of our students! 
Hastings is working on a similar 
program. I think it would be 
wonderful if all middle schools invested time 
into this type of message. 

“In my time at Jones, the dress code has not 
been a major issue,” Fine continued. “We trust 
our students to dress responsibly, respectfully 
and safely, and they do a great job.”

GETTING HELP

Another statistic from the Arlingtonian 
survey found that 177 out of 215 —82 
percent—of students surveyed would not 
or were not sure if they would seek help 

from someone at the school if they were 
experiencing sexual harassment. 

Smith explained that despite some 
uncomfortable experiences in her freshman 
year, she did not reach out to a counselor 
or staff member.

“At the time, I don’t think I felt OK 
with coming to the school counselors 
because it was pretty early in my 
freshman year, and I didn’t feel all that 
comfortable looking for help,” Smith 
said. “If I had the same situation happen 
now, I think that I would.”

Theado explained what the current 
protocol is if a student or staff member 
reports an instance of sexual harassment. 
Once the incident is reported to the district 
level, the administration comes up with a 
game plan for how best to investigate the 
allegation or complaint.

“We have two ways that whoever is 
bringing that information to us can go about 
it. We have a formal process and an informal 
process,” Theado said. “For the formal 
process, we bring in a third party to come 
investigate it. For the informal process, there 
is more flexibility. For example, we could still 

bring in a third party to get an initial picture, 
but then we could potentially bring two 
parties together [potentially the accuser and 
accused] and try to figure out what’s going 
on that way.”

The third party who would be brought 
in to investigate these issues are the Board of 
Education’s attorneys.

“[The school] doesn’t bring [the 
attorneys] in for the legal aspects, we 
would bring them in for their investigative 
practices. Many of them are trained in 
investigation,” Theado said.

When searching on UAHS’ 
website, the only page that 
can be found as a resource 
for sexual harassment is 
a link to report bullying. 
Reports submitted to this 
site automatically go to 
Theado, assistant principals 
Jaclyn Angle, Luis Vasquez, 
and Jennifer Mox, the chief 
operations officer, the associate 
superintendent, and the 

district’s director of communications.
Theado said he believes this is a good 

entry point for students to look out for 
one another and ensure a safe environment 
at UAHS.

“If you see something, if you hear 
something, say something. The worst thing 
that we could do as the Upper Arlington 
community is not worry about these issues,” 
Theado said. “I know that people call us ‘the 
bubble’ but we are not immune to those 
type of things. We want to know what’s 
going on so [the school] can help and so we 
can address [these issues] immediately.” 

42%

32%
26%

Males

58%

29%

13%

Females

Would you feel comfortable talking to a teacher, counselor, or 
administrator about these matters (i.e. sexual harassment)?

I don’t knowYes No SOURCE: VOLUNTARY JANUARY ARLINGTONIAN SURVEY OF 215 STUDENTS

“If you see something, if you hear 
something, say something. The 
worst thing that we could do as the 
Upper Arlington community is not 
worry about these issues.”

PRINCIPAL ANDREW THEADO
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Coming to... 
Columbus, Ohio
Come see what all the 
excitement is about!

www.score30fitness.com
Call 614.468.1850 for more details or visit

Science-based fitness programs utilizing High Intensity Interval Training (HIIT) 
combined with specialized strength training for maximum results in minimal time.

Fitness programs tailored to your goals and fitness level at a fraction of the cost of personal training.

HIIT is scientifically proven to be the most effective fitness program for burning fat 
and toning up in the shortest amount of time.

Score 30 Fitness has programs designed for every level of fitness; from the beginner to the advanced.

Trainers certified in the Score 30 method at every workout to assist you in achieving the body of your dreams. 

If you want to quickly burn fat and tone up with only two to three 30 minute workouts per week, 
then Score 30 Fitness is for you.

Gain experience and develop valuable skills.  
Strengthen your credentials for college 
applications or for other opportunities.

The Parks & Recreation Department provides 
quality community services in our parks, pools, 

facilities and programs and we do so with 
contributions from a great team. 

The City offers competitive wages and a great 
working environment.
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DAY CAMP

RENTAL 
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TENNIS COURT

SEASONAL 
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PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

View Parks & Recreation job opportunities at 

http://agency.governmentjobs.com/uaoh/

EVERY DAY IS 
CASUAL 
FRIDAY

 NOT A TYPICAL 
OFFICE 

JOB

GET PAID 
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BY WILL PRICE, ’18

In 2015, Disha Shidham could be spotted walking the 
hallways of Upper Arlington High School. She was a senior 

getting ready to pursue a degree in engineering at the University 
of Michigan.

Now, less than three years later, Shidham began practicing her 
pitch to investors that would air on prime time television for her 
startup company, “Savy.”

Shidham, 20, appeared on the show Shark Tank earlier this 
year. This served as a pivotal point in her journey as a young 
businesswoman taking initiative on an idea.

As an avid online shopper, Shidham came up with the concept 
for her company while still attending UAHS. She describes the 
product as a way to “provide 
direct feedback to owners 
in regards to their product 
pricing.” For example, if a 
shopper using the app spots a 
$50 shirt that they would pay 
$40 for, they can enter that 
price in and the store will be 
notified. If the store decides 
to lower it to $40 or lower, 
the shopper will be emailed 
immediately and they can 
now buy the product at their 
desired price. This allows 
the product to serve as a 
convenience to both shoppers 
and stores that use Savy.

Although Shidham’s 
presentation aired Jan. 21, 
they filmed her pitch last 
September. Shidham was 
anxious leading up to the day 
of production.

“I was extremely 
nervous.” Shidham told 
Heavy.com. “I was fulfilling a childhood dream of mine. Being 
in the tank was an incredible opportunity that I am incredibly 
grateful for.” 

 On the show, she estimated that over 1,000 stores and around 
2,000 consumers used her product. She also said Savy users had 
a purchase rate of 87 percent when stores lowered their prices to 
those that the customer wanted.

During her pitch, Shidham also touched on other 
projects she’s worked on the past few years. She attended an 
entrepreneurial workshop at MIT while still attending UAHS. 
She then worked with a different startup named “Tacboard.” In 
2017, Shidham worked with the TRU Colors Brewery in North 
Carolina, a program allowing former gang leaders to work and 

start new lives. 
Shidham, who was asking for $100,000 for 10 percent of her 

company, a $1 million valuation, did not reach a deal with any of 
the investors. The sharks seemed hesitant due to her lack of sales 
so far, as it serves as a free service for customers and stores alike. 
Sharks also expressed uncertainty with the fact she hasn’t yet 
attended college. Shidham still believes the overall exposure and 
opportunity were still worth it.

“It was an experience I wouldn’t trade for anything. I’m 
so grateful for it.” Shidham told the Wilmington NBC news 
affiliate WECT in an interview on Jan. 23. “I grew up watching 
Shark Tank and I’ve idolized these people for years … Although 
it wasn’t the outcome I wanted, I’m so happy I got to stand out 
in front of those five people and gain their insight and their 

advice.”
Despite failing to get a 

deal, she doesn’t have plans 
to stop growing “Savy” in 
the future. 

“Right now I’m just 
working away,” Shidham 
said in her interview with 
WECT. “I have a lot of 
emails to respond to and 
just continue coding and 
developing contacts with 
retailers and such to keep 
Savy moving forward.”

For online shoppers 
here at UAHS, “Savy” is 
available for free and can 
be found on the Shopify 
App Store. On Feb. 9, she 
will also speak at UA Idea 
Day for the “Startups and 
Digital Media” session. 
Shidham says she’s looking 
forward to speaking at 
Upper Arlington.

“I’m super excited to see how far UA has come since I 
graduated,” Shidham said. “I’ve heard the culture and mentality 
of the students has grown to encompass greater entrepreneurial 
pursuits.”

She said the interactive environment she’ll have speaking is 
the most intriguing element.

“I’m looking forward to speak to students about this change 
and how it’s affected them and their paths,” Shidam said.

Shidham had advice for other aspiring entrepreneurs like 
herself in her interview with Heavy.com.

“Be yourself. Everything you ever wanted is on the other side 
of fear, so laugh, be playful and fun. Don’t take slights against 
you or your product personally,” Shidham said. 

Shidham, who graduated from UA in 2015, appeared on “Shark Tank” earlier this 
year on Jan. 21 but didn’t come away with a deal. Students will get a chance to 
see her at UAHS when she speaks at UA Idea Day on Feb. 9.

PHOTO COURTESY KIRK TAYLOR

Swimming with the Sharks
UA alum Disha Shidham went on ‘Shark Tank’ to pitch her startup Savy
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BY OLIVIA BUSTER, ’20

Teacher Laura Moore glances 
around the dark auditorium. 
Flashes of white light emit from 

the phones of her students. The faint 
sound of pencils moving fervently against 
notepads is barely audible over the 
booming voice of a passionate speaker. 
The speaker is one of many who presented 
at Chicago Ideas Week, a week dedicated 
to spreading ideas and supporting 
innovation.

After students and teachers attended, 
they were left inspired by the 
speakers’ stories of success, 
failures and determination. On 
Feb. 9, UAHS will have its own 
day dedicated to the exchange 
of ideas, the first of its kind in 
any high school in Ohio.

“Idea Day is a day of 
interactive workshops, dynamic 
speakers, and experiences that are 
intended to push students outside the 
norm of day to day academics, and give 
them . . . different ideas or different ways 
of seeing the world,” Moore said.

Moore is an event organizer for Idea 
Day, which is modeled after Chicago 
Ideas Week.

“We were in a dark auditorium, you 
could hardly see anything, and they 
started taking notes even if they didn’t 

have to with the flashlight on their 
phones, because they wanted to write 
things down that they were so moved 
by. I’ve never seen students take out a 
notepad and voluntarily start taking notes 
before in a lecture, in my life,” Moore 
said, reflecting on her trip to Chicago 
Ideas Week.
    Students will be introduced to 
motivational speaker Shaun Derrick and 
inventor Chris Hawker to kick off the 
start of Idea Day. Like Chicago Ideas 
Week, there is a theme centered around 
multiple sessions and speakers. After, 

students will be introduced to a panel 
of speakers as well. Students will attend 
sessions in categories such as business, 
innovation, humanities, visual arts, 
performing arts, health and wellness, 
STEM and life skills.

Idea Day is partially student-run, 
having both teachers and students in 
charge of different aspects. Committees 
have chairmen in charge of multiple 
subjects such as transportation, social 

media and staging.
Students on the Idea Day committee 

include sophomores Rachel Berk, 
Gabriel Shell, and Audrey Strickling; 
junior Dylan Carlson; and seniors Lily 
Goldberg, Ben Hobson, Jack Weimer 
and Cindy Tang.

“Since this is so student-oriented and so 
student-involved, it’s going to be something 
people are actually going to love,” said 
senior Cindy Tang, operations and project 

director of Idea Day.
The event will be 

highlighting a wide range of 
speakers, including UA alum 
Disha Shidham. Shidham 
created the app Savy that 
allows costumers to shop 
online while making offers 
on the amount they want to 

pay for items. In the process of creating 
her app, Shidham learned that failure is 
essential to improvement, and is excited 
to speak to current students about her 
endeavors as a business woman.

“The fact that UA is dedicating an 
entire day to explore the value in failure 
and other unconventional ideas that 
can ultimately lead you to the life you 
want to live is absolutely incredible,” 
Shidham said. 

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES 

Seniors Ben Hobson and Cindy Tang, sophomore 
Gabriel Shell and junior Dylan Carlston meet on Feb. 
17 where they presented plans for Idea Day.

A look  behind the inspiration 
of Idea Day and the students 
and staff who made it possible

UA Idea Day

We’ve met most of the speakers, 
we’ve written most of the session 
descriptions, we created this truly 
from the bottom of our hearts.”

SENIOR CINDY TANG
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RHYTHM AND RHYME: 
Dylan Davis

For junior Dylan Davis, creating rap 
and rock music is his passion. Between 

working on an album for a band “The 
Basement Project” to releasing singles and 
albums on SoundCloud under the alias 
‘Myle$ Davi$,’ much of his time that doesn’t 
go toward schoolwork and his job is spent 
writing and recording original music.

For Davis’s recent works, which include 
tracks like “Lookin’ Fly,” his creation process 
starts with an emotion or idea. Then, it’s 
writing and finding a beat — usually a track 
online or an instrumental made by friend Eli 
Collamore, who also mixes Davis’s music.

“I actually dropped an album three weeks 
ago,” Davis said. “I just reached 5000 plays 
total on all of my music.”

On Jan. 15, Davis also organized a 
concert for his music.

“I was paying security guards, a sound 
engineer [and] just to hold the venue,” Davis 
said. “When it got to the day of the concert, 
I was really stressed, but . . . it was so much 
fun just to be there.”

Davis began rapping in 2nd grade, and he 
said music has had a real impact on his life.

“I’ve kind of learned to be outspoken and 
talk more freely about what I believe,” Davis 
said. “I don’t know what I would be doing 
without music . . . [It’s] just one thing that I 
know will never leave me.”

Tuned to 
the music

BY SOPHIE YANG, ‘19

Student musicians at 
UA find harmony in 
their crafts

IRISH FIDDLER: 
Sadie Perry
 

Although studying violin isn’t an 
uncommon pursuit, junior Sadie 

Perry takes the instrument in an entirely 
different direction with Irish fiddle music.

Perry picked up the classical violin 
in her early childhood, then switched to 
the fiddling style in the 2nd grade, later 
competing at local and regional festivals for 
fiddle and other Irish instruments.

“I won tons of those,” Perry said, “all 
ranging from 1st to 3rd place in local level 
competitions.”

Perry has also traveled to Ireland in 
the summer for the Fleadh Cheoil, the 
“Olympics of Irish music.” She has 
attended four times, 
performing at 
a world  level 
in mandolin 
tunes, tin 
whistle 
airs 

and Irish tune writing. 
Though Perry has never placed at world 

level, the festival holds a place in her heart.
“They make it crazy . . . thousands of 

people all converging in on one city just 
to celebrate Irish culture and music and 
heritage,” Perry said.

Perry, who plays in classical style in 
UAHS’s symphony orchestra as well, 
described the variation between violin 
and fiddle as a solely “musical, cultural 
difference.” The instruments themselves are 
completely alike.

“[With Irish], you have your general 
tune that’s written on the paper . . . and 
it’ll be straight-up notes,” Perry said. “But 
when you hear someone play that piece in 
person, they’ll throw in a roll or a cut or a 
double stop . . . It’s all spontaneous. I’ve 
never played the same tune even twice.”

Regardless of the genre, music and the 
fiddle have had an immense impact on 
Perry over the years.

“I had a very, very difficult sophomore 
year, and I contemplated suicide a lot 

. . . But my instruments kept me 
going, and my friends and my family. 
Maybe it’s just that connection with 
my violin that saved me,” Perry said. 

“It’s just something I have a really deep 
connection to.”

88 KEYS: Abhik Mazumder
 

Junior Abhik Mazumder first began 
piano lessons at age 4 as a way to 

occupy his energy. Soon labelled a prodigy 
and playing Carnegie Hall two years later, 
the plan worked better than expected.

With a spot in the Columbus Youth 
Jazz Orchestra and plans to accompany 
Cleveland Philharmonic this March, 
Mazumder’s days are imbued with music. 
Yet, to Mazumder, music represents far 
more than achievements.

“At first, it was something I did because 
my parents wanted me to, but it eventually 
became the most important thing in my 
life,” Mazumder said.

Jazz, which he began studying in 
his middle school years, is something 
Mazumder especially enjoys for its 
exploratory, improvised nature. And, in 
a step past improvisation, Mazumder has 
recently taken up music composition.

“I’m trying to compose as much as I 
can. It’s a hard process because whatever 
you create, there’s something better 
before it,” Mazumder said. “But I try to 
stick with an idea and develop it the best 
that I can.”

Mazumder, who at age 16 no longer 
considers himself a prodigy, said he plays 
to “serve the music” and evoke emotion 
in the audience, and he doesn’t see himself 
stopping anytime soon.

“It’s really fulfilling for my heart,” 
Mazumder said. “Without music . . . I 
wouldn’t have been able 
to appreciate 
emotions as 
much. Just 
embracing 
connections 
with other 
people 
has 
shown 
me that. P
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Mr. House
not just a teacher

friend
“Darrion House and I started 
the same year in the district, 
and we became friends from 
the moment we met. He has 
an unbelievable ability to stay 
positive at all times and cheer 
everyone up. He makes me 
laugh every day and keeps me 
motivated to be the best teacher 
I can be. He has a genuine 
passion to work with kids and 
make their lives better, and it 
shows in all of his interactions 
with the students of Jones 
Middle School. I think the best 
thing about Darrion is that it 
doesn’t matter if a student is in 
his class or not — he wants to 
interact with all the kids and 
help them in any way he can. 
I consider myself lucky to not 
only work with Darrion House 
be to be able to call him a close 
personal friend.”

— Jones Middle School 
teacher Nick Judy

ROLE MODEL
“Mr. House is one of the 
most genuine and trustworthy 
individuals I know. He is 
passionate about helping others 
and will always stop to check 
on a colleague, a friend or a 
student to see how their day 
is going. His positive energy 
fills a room and his laugh is 
contagious. Darrion is a great 
role model for all of us, and 
we need more people like 
Darrion in this world! 
I am thankful he 
is in this building 
working with our 
students, and I 
am incredibly 
lucky to call him 
my friend!”

— Jones Middle 
School principal 
Jason Fine

COach
“Mr. House has worked at 
Jones Middle School for 
many years now, and I have 
had the pleasure of being his 
assistant coach on the track 
team. Darrion has a charisma 
and personality that is truly 
unique; he makes people 
around him feel special and 
happy. He is always laughing 
and finding humor in 
situations. Parents and students 
truly enjoy interacting with 
him. At meets, the athletes will 

flock to him after events 
to share their times 

or performances. 
Darrion is also 
truly committed 
to the well being 
of his students. 
He works with 
his students all 

day, every day.”
— Jones Middle 

School teacher 
Jim Fronk

learner
“Darrion House is one of the 
most positive people I have ever 
met! He is caring and willing 
to help anyone in need. He has 
a passion for his job and the 
students that he helps. He has 
a great laugh that you can hear 
for miles away! My favorite 
thing about working with 
Mr. House is that he is always 
willing to learn. If he makes 
a mistake, he learns how to 
correct it next time instead of 
becoming upset. He perseveres, 
and because of that, is always 
improving.”

— Jones Middle School teacher 
Kaitlin Spangler

mentor
“A word to describe him would 
be admirable, not only because 
of how great of a teacher and 
how wonderful he is with 
students, but also how he has 
dealt with everything with such 
stride. I got the privilege to 
mentor for Mr. House’s class 
for two years. After the first 
year, I was touched by the way 
he interacted with each student 
and made them feel special. 
My second year, I was chosen 
again for his class. I remember 
we used to always play Kahoots 
and he would often tell the class 
about the bets he lost with Mr. 
Judy that previous weekend. I 
was glad to get to know him 
during middle school.”

— UAHS sophomore Kaylee 
Barrett

COMPILED BY ABBY GRAY ‘18

Community starts eqUAl initiative 
to show support for Jones Middle 
School teacher Darrion House after 
a race-related insult was directed 
toward him by a UA resident
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DATA FROM ARLINGTONIAN SURVEY OF 212 UAHS STUDENTS, INFOGRAPHIC BY KATIE ZHAO

“Montaballoon and Cactpulet.”
Senior Mimi Cai

Arlingtonian Caption Contest
This issue, Arlingtonian reached 
out to the UAHS student body 
to know: What should this comic 
be captioned? From a total of 17 
submissions, here are the three 
winning lines.

FIRST PLACE
“Montaballoon and Cactpulet.”
Submitted by senior Mimi Cai

SECOND PLACE
“Is love a tender thing? It is too rough, 
too rude, too boisterous, and it pricks 
like thorn.” —Romeo and Juliet
Submitted by freshman Emma 
Wang

THIRD PLACE
“If you hug the string, you’ll avoid 
popping the balloon.”
Submitted by junior Jason Pidcock

CARTOON BY KATIE ZHAO
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BY DANIELA WAINFOR, ‘18

A Year in Music: Review 2017
DAMN. - Kendrick Lamar  

Kendrick Lamar’s 2015 album To Pimp A 
Butterfly was a political account that reflected 
the Black Lives Matter movement and 
uncovered the pressure and discrimination that 
black people face everyday. In 2017, fans went 
crazy with excitement about DAMN., Lamar’s 
fourth studio album, another personal reflection 
of his intimate thoughts on the media and 
his frustration with political issues. Not only 
did Lamar succeed in thoroughly placing his 
thoughts and opinions into rhythmic, soul-filled 
melodies, but he managed to drift away from 
his usual old-school, jazzy, hip-hop sound to 
more mainstream rap sounds that all of his fans 
could resonate with. The album is 14 full tracks 
and each song tells its own story. In an interview 
with Rolling Stone magazine, Lamar said that 
his album can actually be played backwards 
in order to get the full story, starting with 
“DUCKWORTH”, the last song on the album, 
and ending with “BLOOD”, the first song on 
the album. 
Best song on the album: “Element”

Ctrl - SZA
Ctrl is SZA’s debut album in which she expresses 

her self-doubt and insecurities through a series of 14 
tracks featuring big name artists such as Isaiah Rashad, 
Kendrick Lamar, and Travis Scott. SZA places her 
insecurities on a silver platter and hands them straight 
to the listener. The album is a stripped-down personal 
diary made into soulful, R&B, 90s inspired tunes. Ctrl 
came at the perfect time, in the midst of all the chaos 
and controversy of the feminist movement. Tracks like 
“Normal Girl,” “Supermodel” and “Drew Barrymore” 
tell a story of defying societal standards and being 
unapologetically comfortable in your own skin. SZA is 
perhaps not a role model, but someone whose music you 
can listen to when you’re feeling down and need a pick-
me-up to remind yourself how great you really are. 
Best song on the album: “Normal Girl”

TOP PICKS FROM STUDENTS
Humanz - Gorillaz 
by Annabele Davies, ‘20

As a long-time Gorillaz fan, their new album 
Humanz stays true to the band while also bringing 
in new concepts. Humanz is described as having 
a “dark fantasy” feel, and according to one of the 

PHOTO COURTESY TOP DAWG ENT. ON TWITTER

PHOTO COURTESY THE COME UP SHOW ON TWITTER
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As 2018 takes off, we say 
goodbye to the “year of 
music” and review the top 
albums of 2017

creators Damon Albarn, represents the night 
before the end of the world. It brings up themes 
about individuals, and how they react to pain, joy 
and destruction. Humanz references the current 
political turmoil that can be seen almost anywhere 
these days, and purposely pertains to that in the 
United States. One of the singles, “Saturnz Barz”, 
talks about confronting difficulties in life, breaking 
out of society, and the crushing weight of personal 
disappointment. 
Best song on the album: “Saturnz Barz”

SATURATION III - BROCKHAMPTON
by Reid Watson, ‘18

Saturation III is the third and final album of the 
trilogy released by BROCKHAMPTON in 2017. 
All three albums are exciting and experimentally 
incorporate elements of rap and hip hop while 
commenting on strong topics such as poverty, 
sexuality and drug addiction. Saturation III is 
my favorite of the three albums because of how 
well they have developed as a group. I would 
recommend BROCKHAMPTON and their music 
to everyone — their songs offer such a variety.
Best song on the album: “BLEACH” 

PHOTO COURTESY THE COME UP SHOW
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is celebrating 40 years as part 
of the Upper Arlington Community!

We are currently looking for a dynamic person with 
social media skills to work as an intern.  
Contact steve@galleryartcenter.com or call 614-442-1109

Stop in and mention our 40 year Anniversary 
to receive 25% o� your next custom framing
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SNOW DAYS
IN REVIEW

Data from the last ten school years 
shows when students can get their 
hopes up

BY SOPHIE YANG, ’19

D A Y

2
2 DAYS: the longest number of consecutive snow 
days UA has had in the last ten school years, 
occurring five times between 2010, 2011, 2014 and 
2015. Whether this pattern follows central office’s 
preference or simply reflects passing storms, 

chances for a third snow day are seemingly slim.

DATA FOR THIS INFOGRAPHIC PROVIDED BY UPPER ARLINGTON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
CENTRAL OFFICE; SNOWFLAKE GRAPHIC COURTESY CLIPARTION

Full Snow Days

Late Start or Early Release

STORM-RIDDEN: Aided by a harsh polar vortex, 
the 2013-14 winter was one of the coldest on 
record. With temperatures regularly dipping into 
negative degrees Fahrenheit, the winter clocked in 
at five snow days, four of which were in January.

BY SAMMY BONASSO, ‘20

All Upper Arlington students have received Superintendent 
Paul Imhoff’s 5 a.m. calls cancelling or delaying school due 
to poor weather, and many respond joyously. However, not 

everyone understands the process behind making the decision to 
cancel school.

One of Paul Imhoff’s early January blog posts detailed how the 
district decides cancellation and delays to prepare families. First, 
he emphasized that although district officials greatly value students 
attending class when scheduled, they place safety first and foremost.

“If it’s snowy or icy, district officials will be out driving around 
Upper Arlington early in the morning to check the condition of 
the roads,” Imhoff said. “As far as the impact of temperatures and 
the wind chill, we generally think about canceling school when the 
sustained wind chill is around minus 22 degrees.”

Imhoff and his operations team that make the decision wake 
up especially early on days with poor weather, and they collaborate 
with city officials and the police division. Imhoff separately consults 
weather reports, weather experts and other superintendents, making 
his final decision by 5 or 5:30 a.m.

Imhoff and his team do not always wait until the morning, either. 
Imhoff wrote in his blog post that they “try to make [the] decision 
of whether or not to hold classes as early as possible in the morning 

or even the night before to give [UA] students and families time to 
make alternate plans.”

Beyond Imhoff’s calls, citizens can hear news of delays or 
cancellations on the UA Schools website, Facebook and Twitter, as 
well as through local TV and radio stations.

Imhoff recognizes the consequences of snow days, or the absence 
of them, as potentially severe. Firstly, as evident by his focus on 
student safety, he understands that holding school during suboptimal 
weather could result in dangerous road or walking conditions.

Imhoff said that while “[it] does cost money to run a school 
district no matter what the weather is, [the] decision to hold or 
cancel school is always based on safety and not finances.”

As less-important outcomes, he considers educational time and 
also after-school activities. He noted that the elementary and middle 
schools always cancel their activities on snow days while the high 
school seeks to still hold them.

With 2018’s colder weather and increased snowfall, students 
and families find snow days more relevant than in recent years. 
Understanding the process and consequences behind these decisions 
allows families to make certain the choices  are thorough and 
prepares them in the event of a snow day.

“It can be a challenge to get up that early, but it’s usually hard 
to sleep when you know there is the threat of bad weather that may 
impact school,” Imhoff said. 

LEADERS AND LAGGERS: In terms of the 
calendar year, the earliest weather-related calamity 
fell on Dec. 17, 2008 . . . yet it was only a two-hour 
delay. The latest snow day fell on March 6, 2013.

CHILLED: Of the 20 calamity days, six were results 
wind chill alone rather than snow. Eight more cited 
the cold as a major factor in cancelling classes.

THERE’S STILL HOPE: In the last ten years, all 
snow days have been in January, February or March. 
From there, snow days lean more toward February, 
which boasts 10 cancellations to January’s eight.
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Frightful Weather District leadership wakes early  
to decide snow days



UATHROUGH THE DECADES
2018 winter musical “Anything Goes” captures the 1930s
BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ‘20

“Anything Goes,” the musical UAHS is presenting Feb. 22 to 25, is set in 1934 aboard the ocean liner S.S. American as upper class 
passengers travel from the harbors of New York to England. With elaborate costuming and a Broadway set, the UA Vocal Music 
Department is expected to deliver a show straight out of the 1930s. As our own city celebrates its centennial this year, here’s a snapshot of 
UA from the 1930s, before and beyond.

ANYTHING GOES: Q&A
Winter musical leads answer questions about their roles

Q: How would you describe your character?
A: I’m a debutante. I care about pleasing my 
mother, and my father died when I was young... I’m 
also in love with someone who doesn’t have a lot 
of money, but I’m being forced to marry someone 
who does have a lot of money by my mother.

Q: What is one interesting thing about your 
character?
A: She comes off at the beginning as very frail 
and weak, but I think deep inside, she is probably 
one of the strongest characters in the show.

Q: Do you want to pursue music for your future career?
A: I’m actually in the middle of college auditions right now. I had 
three this past weekend. I am going for a bachelor’s in music in vocal 
performance. A third of my classes have to be music and the rest of 
the two-thirds can be anything I want so I have something to fall 
back on. I can still audition for shows if I want to while doing that.

HOPE HARCOURT

SENIOR JORDYN STONE
RENO SWEENEY

JUNIOR KATE GLASER

Q: How would you describe your character?
A: Reno is very sassy and confident. She started 
out as an Evangelist and she turned into a 
nightclub singer. What she really wants is 
someone to share her life with. My character is a 
lot deeper than she appears on the surface. 

Q: What’s your advice to high schoolers who 
want to become leads in future musicals?
A: Audition. Audition everywhere around the 
state as much as you can. There are a ton of 
summer programs that focus not only on doing 

a show but training. Training is the most important [thing] 
when going into something like this. When you’re doing a show, 
you’re focusing on a very specific time period and character, but 
when you can train with an acting coach or vocal coach, they 
give you raw tips to help you have success throughout and later 
into your career. 

BY OLIVIA BUSTER, ‘20
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BY ABBY GRAY ‘18

Settling in for a night of Netflix binging? 
Try clicking on the recently released 

British TV show “The End of the F***ing 
World.” It sounds vulgar, and it is, but not 
in the way you’d expect. The first season of 
the show, which takes a total of two hours to 
watch completely, depicts the events of two 
teenagers’ break away from home, with one 
major twist: one of them plans to murder 
the other. The show creates a painfully 
honest display of how our childhood 
experiences shape and mold us into young 
adults full of flaws, pain and beauty. 

At the beginning of the show, the two 17 
year olds, James and Alyssa, both seem to be 
on the brink of insanity, but as the episodes 
stagger on, they are unraveled through 
stories and flashbacks that reveal their stark 
humanity, hurt and desire to be freed from 
their pasts. 

The show is simple and anticlimactic, 

resembling an indie film 
while simultaneously 
keeping viewers engaged 
with underlying suspense 
that boils up towards the 
end of the season. The 
show is not plot-driven, but 
rather a gradual unveiling of 
character and vulnerability. 
While not entirely relatable 
for many (most of us 
haven’t walked around 
hoping to murder our best 
friend), it encapsules the 
inevitable pitfalls of tragedy 
that hinder our ideals of 
what life should look like, and what we 
deserve for it to look like.

While major themes are delivered 
flawlessly through drama, dark humor is the 
icing on the f***ing cake. It keeps the show 
from becoming a Lifetime TV special sob 
story. It’s the kind of humor that keeps you 

intrigued by the characters’ 
personalities and almost too 
shocked to laugh. It’s even 
debatable that the show 
should be labeled a dark 
comedy instead of a drama 
because of the spontaneity 
and craziness of James and 
Alyssa’s interactions.

As for whether or not 
the show will continue with 
a second season, we’re in 
the dark. The first season 
ends on a cliffhanger that 
a second season could 
go numerous different 

directions with, but the abrupt and 
disheartening events of the last episode 
could also nail home the show’s most 
prominent message if left as is. Either way, 
this honest, heart breaking and humorous 
show is a must-watch for anybody looking 
for a good Netflix binge. 

A good                show debuts on Netflix

PHOTO COURTESY NETFLIX

 Q: Someone I know is being put down by their peers and 
it’s making it hard for them to go through the school with 
confidence. It’s gotten to the point where it’s messing up their 
concentration. Any advice as to how not be distracted by those 
who hurt your feelings?
— Concerned Classmate 

A: The fact that this is making your friend lose 
confidence and concentration is quite worrying, so 
I urge you to go to one of the counselors so that 
they can help with the situation. While going 
to the counselors may seem a bit awkward, 
it should definitely be taken seriously as it 
may be best for your friend’s well-being. 
Doing this is in no way betraying your 
friend, and sticking up for them is one of 
the most important things you can do for 
them. If you find yourself being put down 
by classmates, remember that you are you 
and you should never have to change yourself 
to please others. Someone will always be there to 
support you, so don’t be afraid to reach out for help.

Q: I used to be friends with someone who holds some pretty 
extreme political views. Their political views pop up in every 
conversation and interaction. Because of these extreme views, 

with which I strongly disagree, I am no longer friends with this 
person. However, they don’t seem to realize that I don’t want 
to be friends with them anymore. What should I do?
— Opposites Don’t Attract

A: In a time of great political divide, this seems like a common 
occurrence. While having a friend who is loud and proud of 

their beliefs can be obnoxious at times, I see no need to 
call off the entire friendship. The best thing you can 

do is bring this up to them, otherwise they might 
never get the hint that constantly hearing of 
their political views bother you.

Q: Say, for example, someone has no one to 
spend their Valentine’s day with and is indeed 

very lonely. How should this poor fellow 
spend their Valentine’s day holiday?
— Forever Alone

A: No one ever says this, but enjoy it! Use the 
day for some self-care: read a good book, watch 

your favorite movie, or even take a nap. Buy yourself a 
box of chocolates and make a bowl of instant ramen so you can 
bask in the idea that you don’t have to “Lady and the Tramp” it. 
Just don’t watch any sappy romcoms! 

QUESTIONS EDITED FOR CLARITY

Ask ARL: Valentine’s Day —  a lonely 
reminder for single students
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2017: A Great 
Year for Games
Arlingtonian writers review two of the biggest video games from 2017: 
“Fortnite” and “Assassin’s Creed: Origins”

Immediately after its release in September 2017, Fortnite became a 
hit amongst gamers, jumping to the top of the charts in terms of 

popularity. Developed by Epic Games and People Can Fly, this has 
been the company’s most successful game to date. Fortnite features 
two different gameplay modes, “Save the World” and “Battle Royale.” 
Even though both game modes have been highly rated, the “Battle 
Royale” mode has been extremely popular as it is free to play on the 
XBox One, PS4, Windows and MacOS. 

The “Battle Royale” mode supports up to 100 players, either 
individuals or up to four-man squads, attempting to be the last 
man or team standing as they hunt other players and avoid being 
killed themselves. Players start in a floating bus, hovering over the 
map until they jump and skydive towards their desired location. 
Once the players have landed, they roam the map looking for 
weapons, shield potions, resources and a variety of other materials 
to help them be the last standing individual, duo or squad.

Although players of all ages and genders have found this game 
appealing, a large amount of its audience seems to be high school 
and college-aged individuals. The developers of “Fortnite: Battle 
Royale” have been able to maintain the attention of their users by 
continuing to add new weapons, cities and special edition game 
modes.

Recently on Jan. 18, a new update was released featuring a 
new and improved map, consisting of around eight new locations 
for players to drop. This update was highly anticipated among 
all players of the game, as it would lead to a variety of new 
opportunities and adventures within the gameplay.

“Fortnite: Battle Royale” has reinvented the video gaming 
world, bringing back the sense of teamwork that has been desired.

Ubisoft’s “Assassin’s Creed” series has morphed into a staple of 
both the company and video games as a whole, having released 

ten games in the past 11 years. That being the case, both fans and 
critics of the series were shocked by Ubisoft’s 2016 announcement 
that there would not be a new release for 2017. 

“We also are stepping back and re-examining the Assassin’s Creed 
franchise,” Ubisoft stated. “We’ve learned a lot based on [the fans’] 
feedback.”

Ubisoft used this year off to better examine where the series, 
which had progressively gotten worse critical and player reactions 
since “Assassin’s Creed III,” had gone wrong and how they could fix 
it. And, long story short, this year off allowed Ubisoft to reclaim the 
glory that Assassin’s Creed once held.

First, the setting is nothing short of spectacular, both in terms 
of time and location. The idea to set it in 49 B.C.E., a period of 
turmoil and war for Egypt, Greece and Rome allowed for well-
woven and intriguing plot hooks. It made the fantastical story of 
the Assassins feel more grounded in reality, including factual events 
under the direct control of players. Furthermore, exploring the 
gigantic pyramids, decrepit tombs and vibrant cities feels exciting and 
interesting, revitalizing an essential aspect to the series’ survival.

In addition, the story is complex and heartfelt, much more than 
anyone could have expected from a game with “Assassin” in the title. 
It twists and turns as the protagonist, Bayek, attempts to avenge the 
murder of his son and rescue the dying nation of Egypt. In the game, 
players are able to meet characters and historical figures ranging from 
Bayek’s childhood friends to former emperor of Rome Julius Caesar.

“Assassin’s Creed: Origins” has revitalized fans’ love of the series, 
making it a must-play game. 

BY ZACH BACKIEWICZ, ‘19 BY MATTHEW SHEPHERD, ‘19
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After a pair of devastating earthquakes hit El Salvador in 
2001, the U.S. allowed 200,000 El Salvadorans to come 

to the United States as refugees, granting them Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS). More than ten years later of living 
in the U.S., making homes, and starting families, they are 
being forced to leave.

The Department of Homeland Security 
released a statement saying “the secretary 
determined that the original conditions 
caused by the 2001 earthquakes no 
longer exist. Thus, under the applicable 
statute, the current TPS designation 
must be terminated.” The administration 
also stated that TPS had turned into a 
quasi-permanent benefit for hundreds of 
thousands of people.

Yet, according to the Center for 
Migration Studies, 88 percent of Salvadoran 
beneficiaries participate in the labor force 
(compared with 63 percent for the overall 
United States population); nearly a one-
quarter have a mortgage; in addition, the 
median household income for Salvadorans 
with TPS is $50,000, higher than the average of $36,000 for 
unauthorized immigrants. Their higher wages, combined 
with the fact that they receive no federal welfare benefits, 
has been a big win for U.S. taxpayers.

Not only are they positive contributing members of 
the American economy, but also to society and schools. 
Currently, Salvadorans under TPS have a combined 192,700 
American-born children. These children are American 
citizens, and most of them have never been to El Salvador. It 

is a foreign land for them. Their home has always been the 
United States. It is where they were born, where they grew 
up, and where they made their homes.

Days after announcing the end of TPS, the U.S. State 
Department placed a Level 3 Travel Advisory for El Salvador, 

warning citizens to avoid going to the 
country stating that “violent crime, such as 
murder, assault, rape, and armed robbery, is 
common,” and that “gang activity, such as 
extortion, violent street crime, and narcotics 
and arms trafficking, is widespread.” It 
seems strange that the government seems 
willing to force these families to go back to 
a country that it advises its citizens not to 
even visit.

This issue is not about liberals versus 
conservatives. It is not an ideological battle. 
This issue is about human and family values. 
It is about compassion. As Ohio governor 
John Kasich and former Florida governor 
Jeb Bush wrote in an opinion article on The 
New York Times, “As Republicans, whose 
party has consistently and rightly advanced 

policies to support the essential role of families in America… 
It is wrong to potentially break up so many families that 
have for so long made the United States their home—legally 
and at our invitation.” 

On a final note, it is worth heeding this passage from 
Leviticus 19:33-34: “When a foreigner resides among you 
in your land, do not mistreat them. The foreigner residing 
among you must be treated as your native-born. Love them 
as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt.” 

BY DYLAN CARLSON 
SIRVENT, ’19

Ending TPS for 200,000 Salvadorans doesn’t make 
sense economically or morally

PHOTO COURTESY FIBONNACCI BLUE  

On Jan. 20, over 500  people gathered in St. Paul, Minnesota to march in support of immigrants and protest the Trump administration’s move to end Temporary 
Protected Status for countries like Haiti and El Salvador.

Columnist discusses potential end to Temporary Protected Status
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Face-ing the Facts
Staff contemplates body image in the media
STAFF EDITORIAL

For decades, the media has 
projected certain body images 

as “ideal.”  Take the 1930s: a sort of 
“boyish” figure became vogue, and 
that was what was acceptable in 
society. Today, women get all kinds 
of altercations on their bodies and 
needless to say, despite changing 
trends, the societal pressure to look 
“perfect” has remained the same.

Brands and magazines such as 
Victoria’s Secret and Sports Illustrated 
are infamous for heavily airbrushing 
their models into “perfection.”  
Photoshopping body types and faces in 
media is one of the core causes of eating 
disorders in society. These standards 
put pressure on impressionable people 
to look a certain way.

Actress Zendaya took her influential 
power on Twitter to speak out against 
Modeliste magazine, who had heavily 

altered her body in the final photos she 
had received. 

“Had a new shoot come out today 
and was shocked when I found my 
19 year old hips and torso quite 
manipulated. These are the things that 
make women self conscious... Anyone 
who knows who I am knows I stand for 
honest and pure self love,” Zendaya 
tweeted.

Companies like CVS and Aerie have 
spoke out against retouching their 
models. CVS claims it will no longer 
alter or change a person’s shape, size, 
proportion, skin or eye color or alter 
lines, wrinkles or other individual 
characteristics. Aerie, American Eagle’s 
sister brand, has ditched photoshopped 
ads, leaving the models’ bodies and 
faces untouched.

Like Zendaya, people are starting to 
fill their social media feeds with body 
positivity and standing against heavily 
photoshopping people’s bodies. 

What is your New Year’s 
resolution for 2018?

EIGHT IN EIGHT COMPILED BY MATTHEW SHEPHERD

I want to watch even more 
Bob Ross.

FRESHMAN MARY MCELWAIN

STUDENTS RESPOND TO A QUESTION IN EIGHT WORDS

My resolution is to make 
Mr. Palmer proud.

FRESHMAN SAM WYZLIC

I will spend less time on 
my phone.

SOPHOMORE KATHRYN DIDAY

I do not have any resolutions 
this year.

SOPHOMORE MICHAEL REISMAN

I don’t ever make any New 
Year’s resolutions.

JUNIOR  EMMA WUNDERLICH

I am going to drink water 
all  year.

JUNIOR BRIAN COLGAN

To memorize the Upper 
Arlington Acceptable Use Policy.

SENIOR EMILY DEJONG

My resolution is to not eat 
tide pods.

SENIOR STEPHEN GUNZELMAN

Columnist discusses potential end to Temporary Protected Status
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NORWESTER 2018

Yearbook Advertisement Form

PURCHASE AN ADVERTISEMENT IN THE 2018 NORWESTER YEARBOOK!

Full-color ad space can be purchased in the 2018 edition of the yearbook. How you use the space is up to you: a simple message, 
a message with a photo or original artwork, a collection of words and images, etc.; the staff’s only request is that the material be 
school appropriate. Pre-designed templates can be found at http://tinyurl.com/NOR2018advertise, should you want to use/modify 
one of those found on pages 2-3. Original designs are also accepted; please be sure to reference ad dimensions if using this option. 
If needed, the yearbook staff can be reached at norwester@uaschools.org.

TO ORDER
1. Decide what you would like to include in your ad.
2. Select an ad size that will accommodate your content.
3. Choose a design from pages 2-3 at http://tinyurl.com/NOR2018advertise, or create your own design (as a digital file or on paper). 

Any designs or photos you submit will not be returned. If you are submitting on paper, please send high-resolution color copies.
4. Fill in the information below and send this form with your content, design and check to:

Upper Arlington High School, Attn: Norwester Yearbook
1650 Ridgeview Rd.
Upper Arlington, OH  43221

YOUR AD SIZE:
  r Quarter page (4.15” width x 5.4” height) = $100 r Full page (8.5” width x 11” height) = $250

  r Half page (8.5” width x 5.4” height) = $150  r Two-page spread (17.3” width x 11” height) = $400

YOUR INFORMATION:
_______________________________________            _______________________________________
                 Name of Business, if applicable                                     &/or                              Name(s) of Student(s), if applicable

__________      ________________      _________________________      ________________________
      Check #               Amount           Name on Check          Phone

_______________________________________            _______________________________________
                   Mailing Address                                                                                                                        Email Address

YOUR DESIGN:
r Please start with Design Option _____ from pages 2-3 (template).
r I’ve created my own design, which is enclosed on disk or on paper.

YOUR CONTENT:
r  Digital images / files  (JPG image files are preferred; PDF files if submitting in layout)

• E-mail digital files to norwester@uaschools.org, or send on disk.  
Also send printed copies of the content with payment, if possible.

r  Print images 
• Remember to print student name(s) on the back of photos.

CONFIRMATION:
r  Yes, send email confirmation.    r  Yes, send email confirmation showing the ad layout.    r  No email confirmation needed.

NORWESTER 2018

100: Golden Years, Golden Bears

DETACH HERE        DETACH HERE       DETACH HERE       DETACH HERE       DETACH HERE       DETACH HERE       DETACH HERE       DETACH HERE       DETACH HERE

DEADLINE:
March 5, 2018

 
This form must be received by the deadline  

in order to process your ad and prepare it for 
the May distribution of the 2018 yearbook.


