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is celebrating 40 years as part 
of the Upper Arlington Community!

We are currently looking for a dynamic person with 
social media skills to work as an intern.  
Contact steve@galleryartcenter.com or call 614-442-1109

Stop in and mention our 40 year Anniversary 
to receive 25% o� your next custom framing
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Arlingtonian is a student-
produced newsmagazine published 
approximately every four weeks 
by the Journalism III-A students at 
Upper Arlington High School. The 
publication has been established 
as a public forum for student 
expression and for the discussion of 
issues of concern to its audience. It 
will not be reviewed or restrained by 
school officials prior to publication 
or distribution.

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for 
student expression, the editorial 
board, which consists of the 
staff’s editors, will determine the 
content of the newsmagazine and 
all unsigned editorials; therefore, 
material may not necessarily reflect 
the opinions or policies of Upper 
Arlington school officials. 

The views stated in editorials 
represent that of a majority of the 
editorial board. No single member 
of the editorial board can be held 
responsible for editorial content 
decisions. Signed columns or 
reviews represent only the opinion 
of the author.

Arlingtonian welcomes letters 
to the editor, guest columns 
and news releases from faculty, 
administrators, community 
residents, students and the general 
public. The Arlingtonian editorial 
board reserves the right to withhold 
a letter or column and return it for 
more information if it determines the 
piece contains items of unprotected 
speech as defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters 
and columns meeting the above 
criteria will be posted in full on 
the Arlingtonian web site at www.
arlingtonian.com for a minimum 
of four weeks. Arlingtonian and 
its staff will strive to publish only 
legally protected speech following 
the legal definitions for libel, 
obscenity and invasion of privacy. 

The staff will also refrain from 
printing stories that create a 
material disruption of school 
activities. Because the Arlingtonian 
staff will determine content of 
the publication, it will therefore 
also take complete legal and 
financial responsibility for what is 
printed. Arlingtonian will not avoid 
publishing a story solely on the basis 
of possible dissent or controversy.

The Arlingtonian staff raises and 
pays all printing and production 
costs through advertising sales, 
donations and fundraisers.

The editor or co-editors shall 
interpret and enforce this  
editorial policy.

Arlingtonian 
Editorial Policy

BY KATHERINE DOMINEK, ’19

‘Scott Beigel, 35; Alyssa Alhadeff, 14; Martin 
Duque Anguiano, 14,” the names of the 17 

victims of the United States’ most recent mass school 
shooting spoke volumes over the hushed crowd of 
over 300 UAHS students during a walkout that 
occurred in the front courtyard on Feb. 21. The 
words of the organizers, juniors Clare Driscoll and 
Dylan Carlson Sirvent, pierced deeper than the brisk 
wind and rain that presided over the assembly. 

“School should not be a place of fear. [It’s] a place 
to learn, to make friends and to build a community. 
Teachers and students now have to wrestle with the 
daily hypotheticals of what they would do in the 
event of a shooting. No community is immune to 
this, not even UA,” Carlson-Sirvent said during a 
speech preceding a moment of silence.  

The walkout was held to show solidarity with 
the survivors of the Feb. 14 shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida. 
The suspect, former student Nikolas Cruz, 19, is being 
held on 17 counts of premeditated murder. 

At the walkout, a single message, written on the 
back of what seemed to be a pizza box, rose above 
the sea of teen heads: “When our lives were in 
danger, you didn’t tell us, the newspaper did; two 
weeks later!”

The sign referenced a case published in the Upper 
Arlington ThisWeek Community News police beat. 
On Feb. 2, a student carried a concealed weapon on 

school grounds; he allegedly had it in his backpack. 
In response to the Florida shooting and 

community initiatives, the UA School District held a 
town hall meeting Feb. 26 in the UAHS auditorium 
to discuss safety. Superintendent Paul Imhoff, UA 
Police Chief Tracy Hahn and UA Fire Chief Lyn 
Nofziger answered audience questions relating to 
both current and future safety procedures. 

Imhoff weighed in on the current debate regarding 
training teachers to use and carry firearms. “Arming 
teachers—I would have to say never,” he said.

The overarching theme of the night was that 
“everything is on the table” regarding safety. From 
the entrance and exit systems to the tradition of 
open lunches and study halls at the high school, 
students, guardians and faculty members should 
expect to see changes in the near future. Imhoff 
promised that the district will hold an annual safety 
forum as policies evolve. 

While the meeting was called to provide a 
sense of transparency between the school district 
and community members, some questions remain 
unanswered. 

The district is still unsure of what changes will 
occur as a safety audit is currently being performed 
across the various schools. 

Details on the Feb. 2 arrest of the male juvenile 
will also not be released as the district and the UAPD 
declared the situation to be non-threatening. Imhoff 
and Hahn stated that parents and students will only 
be notified in the instance of a threat. 

PHOTO COURTESY GRAYSON COOK

A call to action and moment of silence, led by UAHS students, was held on Feb. 21 in remembrance of the 17 lives lost at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida where a shooting occurred Feb. 14.

UAHS students stage walkout following 
shooting at Parkland, Florida high school
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BY ZACH BACKIEWICZ, ’19,  
LAYOUT BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ‘20

As the 2018 Winter Olympic Games 
came to a close, Team USA finished 
fourth in the total medal count 

with 23 medals. Throughout the two weeks, 
there were many highlights and amazing 
performances by the American athletes.

HAZARDOUS CONDITIONS

USA’s Jamie Anderson became the first 
woman to win two Olympic gold medals 
in snowboard. Anderson took home a 
gold medal in the women’s snowboard 
slopestyle after performing an error-free 
final round with a score of 94.00. During 
her competition, powerful winds made 
it very difficult for the snowboarders to 
perform effectively. Knowing so many 
riders in front of her were falling, Anderson 
dialed back her game plan and even made 
a midair decision to flip once off of one 
jump. Anderson was able to overcome 

fellow American Julia Marino, 
who placed second, and Finland’s 
Enni Rukajarvi, who placed third. 
Even though the event was delayed for 
roughly an hour and other snowboarders 
were complaining about the conditions, 
Anderson later responded saying,“It’s not 
like what we’re doing is safe anyhow.” 

Anderson is now a two-time Olympic 
women’s snowboard slopestyle gold 
medalist, as she also won gold in the 2014 
Sochi Winter Olympics.

TEEN SENSATION

At the age of only 17, American Chloe 
Kim took control of the Olympic 

headlines after she won the 
gold medal in the women’s 

snowboard halfpipe competition. 
Even though Kim knew she was 

going to become an Olympic 
gold medalist heading into 
her third and final run of the 
competition, she performed a 
nearly perfect final run with 
a score of 98.25 points. To 

put Kim’s dominance into perspective, she 
defeated the silver medalist, Liu Jiayu, by a 
differnce of eight points. 

Kim is also known for her tweets during 
the Olympics. In the middle of her event, 
Kim tweeted, “Wish I finished my breakfast 
sandwich but my stubborn self decided not 
to and now I’m getting hangry.” Overall, 
Kim’s performance was one of the many 
highlight performances by Team USA.

BOARDING BROS

While many of the American women 
performed highly in their snowboarding 

competitions, a few American 
men made headlines with their 

gold medal 
performances. 

Another teen sensation, Red Gerard, 17, 
became the first Winter Olympics 

medalist born in the 21st century. 
For the teen sensation, this was 
his first ever Winter Olympic 

Games appearance. The morning of the 
final round for the men’s snowboard 
slopestyle competition, it is fair to say 
that Gerard had quite the experience. His 
roommate, Olympian snow boarder Kyle 
Mack, had to wake him up after Gerard 
slept past the time he had intended to wake 
up. The night before, Gerard had fallen 
asleep watching Netflix. Once awake, he 
discovered that he couldn’t find his jacket 
and had to borrow his roommate’s. 

However, this didn’t stop Gerard from 
being a gold medalist. Being known for 
his creativity, Gerard received a score of 
87.16, narrowly defeating Canadian Max 
Parrot by a difference of one point. During 
his first Olympic Games, Gerard became a 
gold medalist and a sensation among fellow 
American teens.

On the other hand, Shaun White was 
already accustomed to the bright lights of 

TEAM

As the 2018 PyeongChang Winter Olympic 
Games finally come to an end, many Americans 
return home as medalists

PHOTO COURTESY ADRIAN DENNIS /GETTY IMAGES
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the Olympics. This year’s Olympics was 
White’s fourth ever Olympic performance 
and he currently holds the record for most 
gold medals by a snowboarder in Winter 
Olympics history. White won his third 
Olympic gold medal for the Men’s Halfpipe 
event in dramatic fashion with a score 
of 97.75, with Ayumu Hirano of Japan 
taking the silver medal and Scott James 
of Australia taking the bronze. Both Red 
Gerard and Shaun White performed well 
in their events, representing America with 
gold medals.

BREAKING RECORDS

American cross-country skiers Kikkan 
Randall and Jessie Diggin pulled one of 
the biggest upsets in this years Winter 
Olympic Games, winning a gold medal in 
the women’s team sprint. The performance 
by the two American skiers was the first 
time the United States has even reached 
the podium in an Olympic cross-country 
race since 1976. But more importantly, it 
was Team USA’s first ever gold medal in 
cross-country skiing. Both of those women 
have considerable experience as Randall has 
skied in five Winter Olympics Games with 
this being Diggin’s second appearance. To 
capture the gold medal for this event, the 
American skiers finished with the event in 
a time of 15:56.47, edging Sweden by a 
narrow 0.19 seconds.

GOLDEN STICKS 

The last time the United States Women’s 
Hockey team 
won a gold 
medal was 

back in 1998 at 
the Nagano Winter 

Olympic Games.
However, this year, the women’s team 

finally brought home the gold medal 
to the United States, defeating Canada 
women hockey team by a final score of 3-2. 

Hilary Knight and Monique Lamoureux 
scored in regulation before players Jocelyn 
Lamoureux, Amanda Kessel and Gigi 
Marvin came through in the shoot out to 
defeat Candan in overtime. The victory 
avenges the Americans’ brutal loss to the 
Canadians in the Olympic gold medal 
game four years ago in Sochi.

CURLING

After what was looking like a third 
straight Winter Olympic curling disaster, 
somehow Team USA somehow brought 
home the gold medal. The team struggled 
at the beginning of the tournament, 
starting with a 2-4 record. Skipper John 
Shuster, the face of American curling for 
the past four Winter Olympics, rallied 
with his teammates Tyler George, Matt 
Hamilton, John Landsteiner and Joe Polo 
to win five straight matches to take home 
the gold. In the gold medal game, Team 
USA defeated Sweden, the top in the 
world, by a score of 10-7.

LINDSEY VONN 

From broken arm bones to torn knee 
ligaments, all different forms of injuries 
have disrupted the success of Lindsey 
Vonn’s skiing career. Even though Vonn 
didn’t win any gold medals during these 
Olympic Games, she still managed to 
scuffle up a bronze medal in the womens 
downhill skiing competition. Vonn came 
into these games hoping that she could 
manage to somehow win a medal in the 
events that she competed in. After winning 
the bronze medal, Vonn honored her late 
grandfather, a Korean War veteran who 

died the previous November, 
by competing with his initials 
on her helmet. In her interview 
following the medal ceremony 
discussing her grandfather, 
Vonn said, “Our family never 
gives up and I never gave up. 
I kept working hard, and I’m 
really proud of this medal, and I 

know he is too.” 
Vonn has won a total of three 

Olympic medals, including one gold medal 
during the 2010 Vancouver Olympic 
Games. Vonn’s numerous injuries could be 
the deciding factor for her retirement, but 
regardless, she had a successful career. 

YAY OR NAY?
COMPILED BY ELIZABETH LEMBACH, ‘21

The gender pay gap is 
a serious issue facing 
America.

64% YAY, 17% NAY, 19% UNDECIDED

Mission trips are a fun 
alternative to traditional 
spring breaks.

53% YAY, 17% NAY, 30% UNDECIDED

DATA FOR THIS YAY OR NAY WAS COMPILED THROUGH A 
VOLUNTARY ARLINGTONIAN SURVEY OF 327 STUDENTS.

90%

The Feb. 14 Florida 
school shooting has been 
adequately addressed in at 
least one of your classes.

44% YAY, 53% NAY, 3% UNDECIDED

64%

53%

53%

The Snapchat update 
improved the app.

17% YAY, 79% NAY, 4% UNDECIDED

79%

UA Idea Day taught 
students valuable lessons.

41% YAY, 22% NAY, 37% UNDECIDED

41%

ASL classes should count 
as a global language credit.

83% YAY, 10% NAY, 7% UNDECIDED

83%

Civil disobedience is 
an ineffective way to 
promote change.

20% YAY, 60% NAY, 20% UNDECIDED

60%
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COMPILED BY CHARLOTTE  JANES, ’18

Winter sports finish up with games and matches, 
progressing into end-of-season tournaments

PHOTO COURTESY SCOTT HENDERSHOTPHOTO BY GRACE HOUSER

ATHLETESin action

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES

▶ ICE HOCKEY: Senior Nate Skidmore skates past his 
opponent during a game on Feb. 24. The Bears beat St. 
Charles with a score of 1-0, advancing them to the district 
semifinals against Dublin Jerome.

◢ GIRLS SWIMMING: Senior Dakota Elliott swims during 
the State Championship on Feb. 23. The Bears placed 
seventh overall and Elliott brought home a first-place title 
in the 200 individual medley event.

▼ WRESTLING: Sophomore Jesse Bowers competes in a 
sectional tournament on Feb. 24. The varsity team placed 
second overall during the event. 
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When backpacks and binders are tossed aside for the long-awaited 
spring break, students take different routes during their time off

Volunteers help construct a house in Mexico during a mission trip, a common activity on trips such as these. Alongside helping build or construct, volunteers often 
play with children or families during this time.

PHOTO COURTESY HANNAH DIBLE

BY JOSIE STEWART AND 
ELIZABETH LEMBACH, ’21

As students search for a relaxing 
yet entertaining way to spend 
their spring break from the 

havoc of high school, they are faced 
with the decision of where to vacation. 
Popular spring break plans include 
staying in UA, traveling around the 
United States or visiting another country 
with friends and family.

While some students may pack 
their bags in preparation for a relaxing 
beach vacation surrounded by sun 
and sand, others are excited to spend 
their time off in a different way by 
helping impoverished families through 
a mission trip.

A MISSION FOR CHANGE

Often organized 
by religious groups 
or through school 
clubs, mission 
trips are a way for 
students to visit 
other states or 
countries to perform 
acts of service for 
those in need. They 
are often focused on manual labor such 
as building homes, cleaning up after a 
natural disaster or providing materials 
to poverty-stricken people. The trips are 
usually geared towards teenagers, and 
are sometimes used to promote spiritual 

growth and empowerment. 
Mission trips focus on embracing 

local culture and tend to avoid the 
typical activities 
of a tourist. 
They aim to give 
travelers a hands-
on, cultural 
experience that 
benefits both 
the visitors 
and the locals. 
According to an 

Arlingtonian survey of 239 students, 74 
percent of UAHS students believe that 
mission trips achieve this goal and help 
those affected by poverty.

Seniors Ruby Durakovic and Shelby 
Wang attended a mission trip last year 

ON A 
MISSION

Even if you’re not religious, 
it’s still a really cool 
experience and anyone can 
go [on a mission trip].”

SENIOR SHELBY WANG
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Senior Hannah Dible runs and plays with children on one of her two mission trips. Simply learning about 
environments and playing with children are common on trips such as these.

DO YOU THINK MISSION TRIPS 
ARE HELPFUL TO THOSE LIVING IN 
IMPOVERISHED AREAS?

YES

IDK

NO

to an impoverished Native American 
reservation in Pine Ridge, South 
Dakota where they helped rebuild 
houses. The trip was planned through 
a high school youth group at Trinity 
United Methodist Church. 

“I had an amazing experience, being 
able to see poverty firsthand and to help 
other people,” Durakovic said.

Wang mentioned the misconception 
that in order to participate in a mission 

trips one must be extremely religous.
 “Even if you’re not religious, it’s still 

a really cool experience and anyone can 
go [on a mission trip],” Wang said.

Both Durakovic and Wang decided 
to go on the trip because both of their 
sisters were planning on attending also.  

Wang and Durakovic helped a 
family comprised of a mother, a father 
and two daughters by repairing the 
family’s house: rebuilding caving walls, 

replacing the dilapidated floor and 
painting.

Durakovic felt as her work had made 
an impact.

“I think [the family was] really 
appreciative of [the work we did], so 
I think they will definitely remember 
that. Maybe not me or the people I was 
with specifically, but the work we did for 
them to help them out,” Durakovic said.

Senior Hannah Dible is another 
student who has chosen mission trips 
over beach vacations for her spring 
break destination. “I was already fairly 
involved with the church that I went 
on the mission trip with. I heard about 
it through other people and went to 
help with the parish,” Dible said. Dible 
has been on one ten-day mission trip 
in Mexico and an eight-day trip to the 
Dominican Republic. 

Similar to the work of Wang and 
Durakovic, Dible worked on building 
houses for families in need in Mexico. 
According to Dible, the manual labor 
in Mexico was exhausting.  However, 
on her second trip, she enjoyed working 
with the local children. She taught at a 
orphanage and learned about the local 
children’s environment. 

“The second mission trip I went to 
was in the Dominican Republic and we 
taught kids in an orphanage. That was 
more of just being present and playing 
with the kids, and it was a really fun and 
interesting experience,” Dible said.

OTHER SIDE OF  
SPRING BREAK

It is common for UAHS students 
to travel to various destinations during 

BEARS ON BREAK

SOURCE: VOLUNTARY ARLINGTONIAN SURVEY OF 237 STUDENTS IN FEBRUARY 2018

WHAT ARE YOUR PLANS 
FOR SPRING BREAK 2018?

Survey reveals students’ thoughts on spring break

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN 
ON A MISSION TRIP?

YES

NO, BUT  
I’D LIKE TO

NO

TRAVELING 
INSIDE THE U.S.

STAYING 
IN TOWNTRAVELING  

OUTSIDE THE U.S.

MISSION TRIP
TRAVELING IN

 OHIO

OTHER

PHOTO COURTESY HANNAH DIBLE
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SPRING BREAK 
IN ‘THE BUBBLE’
Students staying 
home for spring 
break can enjoy local 
destinations

Columbus has many places 
and activities for students 
staying in town this break. 

First, instead of the classic game 
nights with friends, Kingmakers 
in the Short North is a fun and 
inexpensive alternative. For $5 at the 
door, this speakeasy for people of 
any age owns over 100 board games 
for customers to play and has a menu 
with a few snacks.

Another common spot in Columbus 
for students is the North Market. With 
vendors from Destination Donuts to 
sushi places, it proves to be a popular 
spot to wander with friends and 
explore Columbus.

Visiting downtown, a more popular 
trend now arises in Columbus that will 
keep anyone entertained. Both Break 
Out Games and Trapped Columbus 
Escape Rooms are available over 
spring break, but be sure to book early 
for a group.

Focusing more on UA, the new 
frozen yogurt spot on Lane Avenue, 
Freeze Style, should fulfill these 
needs. Walking down the Lane 
Avenue mall is also a great way to 
spend your time and have an excuse 
to go shopping or to dinner. Some 
shops include Francesca’s, Fabtique, 
Ulta, Bruegger’s and many more. 

The skyline of Columbus stands out against 
the setting sky.  Columbus offers various spring 
break options for students

PHOTO BY GRACE CALL

their spring break. Usually these trips 
are taken with family. However, for 
some seniors, these trips are taken with 
a group of friends rather than adult 
family members.

For the upcoming break, Wang is 
dropping her construction gear and 
plans to join many of her friends on 
a trip to New York City for five days. 
Senior Gabe Bertke is traveling with 
Wang this break. 

“I’m just excited to be on break with 
my friends and without my parents,” 
Bertke said.

The group plans to take a bus to the 
city together and back, and is traveling 
without parents, 
a trend becoming 
popular for seniors 
at UAHS. 

Unlike Wang’s 
mission trip 
experience, her 
vacation in New 
York City entails 
staying on the Upper East Side, visiting 
many tourist attractions, simply walking 
around and exploring the city and 
enjoying her time off with friends.

Like a majority of UAHS students, 
senior Julia Boyer enjoys the classic 
spring break vacation. Boyer and five 
of her friends, along with a few of their 
parents, are staying at a resort in Punta 
Cana in the Dominican Republic.

Similar to Wang and her friends, 
typical tourist activities fill Boyer’s 

agenda. Her schedule includes scuba 
diving, ziplining and swimming. 

“It’s kind of a senior tradition, so I’m 
very excited. I think it’s just going to be 
a very fun time to spend a week in Punta 
Cana with a group of friends,” Boyer said.

Many other students, along with 
Boyer, Wang and Berkte look forward to 
their plans for break.

OPTIONS ABOUND

Mission trips have an appeal to those 
looking for a spring break that will fulfill 
both an urge to travel and to help those 
in need. Whether this is two states over or 

on the other side of 
the world, mission 
trips are an option 
readily available to 
UAHS students.

Students 
interested in taking 
missions trips in 
the future may 

contact local religious institutions such 
as UALC, First Community Church or 
Rock City Church. Most offer domestic 
as well as international mission options. 

Whether one chooses to soak up the 
sun in Punta Cana, rebuild houses on 
Native American reservations in South 
Dakota or even climb to the top of the 
Empire State Building, it is clear having 
a spring break full of new experiences 
and adventures can come in many 
different forms. 

Seniors Shelby Wang and Ruby Durakovic help rebuild the house of a family on their mission trip in 
South Dakota.

PHOTO COURTESY SHELBY WANG

I’m just excited to be on 
break with my friends and 
without my parents.”

SENIOR GABE BERTKE
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“I wanted to break 
language barriers by 
being able to interact 
with everyone at our 
school.”

SOPHOMORE AVA TOWLE

Next year, a host of new classes will 
be introduced into the UAHS 

curriculum. Among these new classes are 
IB World Religions, IDEAS Seminar and 
American Sign Language.

IB WORLD RELIGIONS

The newest addition to the IB program 
provides a “systematic, analytical yet 
empathetic study of the variety of beliefs 
and practices encountered in nine main 
religions of the world,” according to the 
2018-19 Program of Studies.

History teacher Mark Boesch was 
approached by AP/IB Coordinator 
Cynthia Ballheim about whether he 
would be interested to teach the course. 

“I’ve always wanted to teach [IB 
World Religions],” Boesch said. “Religion 
fascinates me. It’s history, it’s culture; 
everything wrapped into one.”

Moreover, since the class has an IB 
curriculum, which tends to emphasize 
critical thinking and writing, students 
should not expect to see multiple-choice 
questions on tests.

“It’s going to be a written curriculum; 
there will be an Internal Assessment 
throughout the course. There will also be 
an IB test… and those [tests] will all be 
essay,” Boesch said. “The class is centered 
around reading, writing and discussions.”

Junior Claudia Gonciulea chose to take 
the class to learn more about religions and 
their role in history and modern society. 

“I feel like we don’t learn enough about 
other cultures and religion [that have] 
had an enormous influence on society 
and history in general,” Gonciulea said. 
“I want to learn how different religions 
influence people’s lives.”

IDEAS SEMINAR

Laura Moore, who will be teaching 
IDEAS Seminar next year, was inspired to 
create the class after seeing students’ desire 
to “express their views and opinions and 
hopes and dreams.”

As head of UAHS’ Research and 
Design Lab, she saw how extracurriculars 

took up students’ schedules and made it 
very difficult to schedule R&D meetings.

“Even though students were interested 
in scheduling a meeting for R&D, it was 
virtually impossible to find a time where 
we could all meet. In the entire first 
quarter, there was no time for all of us to 
meet,” Moore said.

Moore started thinking about how 
she could increase student involvement 
while not adding 
an extra burden to 
their already packed 
schedules.

“I took a step 
back and said, ‘If 
we really want an 
R&D space in our 
school where we 
can propose ideas, 
respond to ideas and investigate ideas 
that could end up creating spaces of 
innovation... then it’s essential to have a 
student voice, and we need to figure out 
how to do that,” Moore said.

As Moore started putting together 
what would become IDEAS Seminar, she 
couldn’t help but see the overlap the class 
had with public speaking.

“I teach public speaking, and when I 
gave my students the task to participate 
in Columbus SOUP where students 
had to develop a project and persuade a 
group of people, 200 people, to invest 
in their idea, the commitment that I saw 
when the task became real was leaps and 
bounds beyond anything I had ever seen 
before,” Moore said.

If a student takes IDEAS Seminar, 
it counts towards their public speaking 
credit that is necessary for graduation.

“In order [for the students] to be able 
to express their opinions in way that is 
going to be taken seriously, they need to 
research for it, be thoughtful about it, 
they need to formulate good arguments,” 
Moore said. “They need to be able to run 
a meeting.”

Students in the class would be able to 
analyze proposals submitted to R&D, as 
well as create their own proposals in the 
second quarter of the semester-long class.

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE 

ASL—American Sign Language—is 
finally back at UAHS. The class used to 
not count towards the student’s global 
language credit, but next year, it will. In 
the past, not many signed up because it 
didn’t count as a language credit, but now 
many more are weaving this class into 
their schedule. The class was brought back 

to the high school after 
a growing number of 
students voiced that 
they wanted the class 
to be incorporated into 
the curriculum.

“ASL is back as an 
option because the 
community requested 
for it to be back as an 

option,” head teacher of UAHS’ Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing Program Lisette 
Tedeschi said.

In addition, more colleges are now 
accepting this course as a foreign language. 
Tedeschi said it will be just like any other 
language class, starting from the basics 
and slowly getting more challenging. ASL 
classes provide students the opportunity to 
earn global language credit and learn how 
to communicate through gestures rather 
than spoken words.

Junior Audrey Molnar, who will be 
taking the class next year, said that she 
“chose to take ASL because the concept 
has always interested me. Also, my 
Grandma is fluent in it which has always 
both impressed and inspired me.”

Sophomore Ava Towle also plans to 
take ASL next year.

“I want to be able to talk and interact 
with more people. I wanted to break 
language barriers by being able to interact 
with everyone at our school,” Towle said. 
“It’s going to be a fun break from my day 
from all my common core classes.”

According to the Program of Studies 
2018-19, students will have the 
chance to sign with deaf people in the 
community to further their skills. ASL 
will be a year-long class and is open to 
students of all grades. 

UAHS offers new classes next year
BY DYLAN CARLSON SIRVENT, ‘19 AND MAYA MATTAN, ‘20
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BY MAYA MATTAN, ’20

Cards Against Humanity, a party 
game, “saves America.” This multi-
million comedy card game has 

taken action to block “the wall” along the 
United States–Mexico border promoted 
during President Donald Trump’s 
campaign. Trump hopes this 30-foot wall 
will restrict the illegal immigration he says 
is negatively affecting the country. 

“When Mexico sends its people, they’re 
not sending their best,” Trump said. 
“They’re sending people that have lots of 
problems... They’re bringing drugs. They’re 
bringing crime. They’re rapists.”

Cards Against Humanity “saves 
America” is a six-day holiday campaign, 
that for only $15 players can help chip 
away at problems many see as important. 
This $15 campaign sold out the next day 
for people who support this card game’s 
views. People were wondering what Cards 

Against Humanity wanted to eliminate in 
American society. On their FAQ, the Cards 
Against Humanity staff answered with a 
simple statement:

“America’s injustice, lies, racism, the 
whole enchilada,” they said. 

This game takes a political stance to 
prevent a wall from being built. They 
bought several acres of land on the 
southern United States border with 
Mexico. 150,000 people participated in 
this peaceable technique to slow down 
Trump’s efforts to use American tax dollars 
to build a $70 billion barrier between the 
U.S. and Mexico. In the beginning, Trump 
planned on having Mexico pay for the 
wall, but Mexico’s President Enrique Nieto 
made it clear that he would not support 
such a measure.

“Mexico, of course, will not pay,” 
Nieto said.

Some players wanted to know why a 
card game company was getting politically 

involved. Others were impressed that a 
large company was taking action.

Freshman Will Holsinger said he 
appreciates the daring and impulsive move.

 “I think it’s bold and fearless that 
someone is standing up against the 
president,” Holsinger said. 

On the other hand, freshman Michael 
Ballenger, a Trump supporter, said this 
strategy is going to affect this company’s 
profits and how people look at the game.

“It will affect the game because they 
are attempting to stop Trump, so Trump 
supporters are going to try to stop the 
company’s sales,” Ballenger said.

Cards Against Humanity is aware that 
the United States government is more 
powerful than a card game and that they 
are unable to actually stop the wall from 
being built. However, they have hired the 
best lawyers to do everything they can to 
delay this process and make it as difficult as 
possible for the wall to be built. 

Cards Against 
Trump

Popular card game 
stands up against Trump

PHOTO COURTESY BRETT JORDAN
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MISTERWIVES @ 
NEWPORT MUSIC HALL

Misterwives released a tour with 
the birth of their new album “Connect 
the Dots.” Mandy Lee, the impressive 
female vocalist, radiated positivity in 
every song she performs. Sophomore 
Kaylee Barrett holds a special place in her 
heart for Misterwives. The avid concert-goer said, “The energy is 
contagious when they are on stage and I love being in the pit for 
their concerts.” Barrett saw Misterwives when the indie pop band 
opened for Panic! At the Disco in the fall of 2016. 

Concerts on the

horizon
Exciting artists come to Columbus

06
APRIL

Columbus’ growing music industry is due in part to high 
schoolers branching out of their norm and buying tickets 
to see live bands and artists that remain under-the-

radar.  Nationally, Columbus’ music scene is emerging at a fast rate 
because of supportive fans always willing to help sell out venues. 
Artists, large and small of every background and style, make their way 
into concert lineups city-wide. This spring, performances from Twin 
Peaks and Sam Smith are just some of the many anticipated concerts 
on our city’s radar. 

20
MAY

11
MAY

23
JUNE

Other shows to keep 

an eye out for:

April 12: Moon Taxi @ Newport Music Hall

April 17: AJR @ EXPRESS LIVE!

April 19: Echosmith @ Newport Music Hall

April 20: Matt and Kim @ EXPRESS LIVE!

April 21: The Maine @ Newport Music Hall

May 7: Justin Timberlake @ Nationwide Arena 

May 16: Vance Joy @ EXPRESS LIVE!

SAM SMITH @ 
NATIONWIDE ARENA

Sam Smith, the artist behind 
hits such as, “Stay With Me” and 
“Too Good At Goodbyes,” plays 

at Nationwide Arena on 
June 23. The English 
singer-songwriter 

released his second studio album, “The 
Thrill of it All,” just before announcing his 
world tour. Often compared to British 
pop superstar, Adele, Sam Smith’s vocals 
are comparable to the best. The tour 
has been reported to be heartwarming 
and emotional and has a setlist that 
includes mostly songs off of his 
newest album. Tickets average $80 
and can be found on TicketMaster. 

TWIN PEAKS @ 
NEWPORT MUSIC HALL

Twin Peaks, an indie rock boy 
band from Chicago, has picked 
up popular steam in UAHS 
hallways. Sophomore Phoebe 
Pappas attended a different one of their 
Columbus shows in the summer of 2016. “Twin 
Peaks is a fun band to listen to jamming out alone in your 
room, but even better in a mosh pit seeing them live,” she said. The 
band’s increased popularity means that tickets may be hard to come 
by. Pappas recommends always knowing when your favorite bands 
are about to come on tour so you can be within the first few people 
to get tickets. 

PORTUGAL. THE MAN 
@ EXPRESS LIVE!

Portugal. The Man is 
an American rock band 

from Alaska. The band 
members met and started 

collaborating in high school 
and preach the importance of starting 

out small and local. High school musicians at 
UA can use Portugal. The Man as inspiration 

for chasing dreams early-on in their budding careers. 
Recently, the band won “Best Pop Duo/Group 

Performance” at the 60th Annual Grammy 
Awards. Their single, “Feel it Still,” grew in 
popularity with the new year and the boys 
were proud to have been recognized with 
their first Grammy. Tickets for their general 
admission show at EXPRESS LIVE! can be 
purchased at TicketMaster for $38. 

PHOTO BY RALPH ARVESEN
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BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ‘20
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The cafeteria provides students ample 
opportunities to incorporate its 
products into their school day diets. 

It opens early each morning with a hot 
breakfast bar, serves pizza and sandwiches 
at lunch and distributes freshly-baked 
cookies after school, filling the hallway by 
the cafeteria with pleasant aromas.

These services do not occur 
spontaneously, of course, as the cafeteria 
workers constantly work behind the scenes 
to satisfy students. However, due to this 
concealed nature, most students do not 
understand how their food is produced or 
know of the cafeteria’s future projects.

DAILY ROUTINES

Cafeteria workers typically arrive at 
6:30 a.m. to prepare breakfast for the West 
Cafeteria, although this can vary depending 
on its catering assignments for the day. 
Cooks must fry and bake food, prepare 
sandwiches, manage the breakfast and snack 
bars and handle the cash register; they rotate 
certain positions every three weeks.

Diane Norman is a cafeteria cook who 
began working at the high school this 
school year. “[When you think of school 
lunch], a lot of times you’re thinking of 
pre-processed foods, but here all of our 
ingredients are fresh,” Norman said. 
Rather than simply thawing and heating 
foods, much of the workers’ jobs involve 
actually rinsing and chopping them, and 
the cafeteria recently has looked in to 
buying locally.

LAST YEAR’S CHANGES

The cafeteria posted a Schoology 
survey in the middle of the 2016-2017 
school year asking the student body’s 
opinions on the cafeteria and new 
preferences moving forward. After 
hundreds of responses, the cafeteria 
enacted many changes to its menu and 
layout, emphasizing student choice.

For example, the East Cafeteria improved 
its theme bar. It now varies cuisine each 
day, from Mediterranean foods to mac 
and cheese. It eventually added vegetarian 

options such as tofu and falafel 
for certain days.

Nutritional Services 
Director Irene Hunt has 
coordinated cafeteria changes 
but witnesses student reactions 
when helping cooks during 
busy times. “I think [we have 
seen students enjoying] having 
[more] choice. Our continued 
goal is how we can continue to 
bring new things and continue 
to offer that type of service for 
them,” Hunt said.

A DAY FOR NEW IDEAS

To compensate for more students eating 
lunch in the cafeteria on UA Idea Day, 
the cafeteria tried many new concepts. 
Students could buy sushi from the Asian 
restuarant Fusian, and the cafeteria 
introduced UA-themed Rice Krispy treats, 
packaged cookies and additional types of 
veggie burgers.

Recently, the cafeteria has introduced a 
television with a menu at the East Cafeteria 
entrance and even invited Fusian to return 
every Thursday. According to Hunt, the 
cafeteria also may send a survey similar to 
last year’s to students in order to determine 
the cafeteria’s direction for spring and the 
next school year.

THE HUMAN SIDE

Although the cafeteria has a major 
goal simply to maintain business, a more 
informal relationship exists between 
the cafeteria workers and students and 
teachers.

Cooks Diane Norman and Monique 
Kindrix both enjoy their jobs and the 
food they cook for students, Bosco 
Sticks and mozzarella sticks being their 
personal favorites. Furthermore, they 
both value the surprising politeness of 
the student body, which they recognize 
is absent in many schools.

 “You get used to seeing people … 
or just striking up a conversation, or 
laughing,” Kindrix said. “I feel like it’s a 
good community, not just with the kids, 
[but] with the teachers [as well]. We all 
have each other’s back, in a way.” 

Cafeteria faculty 
discuss recent 
changes and plans for 
the future

BY SAMMY BONASSO, ’20

What’s 
Cooking?

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES

Senior Ellia Metzger chooses what she would like to eat for lunch from the offerings in the school cafe. The 
cafeteria has undergone several changes over the last few years.
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My feet were kicked up on the dashboard of my sister’s 
car while I reached to pull the seatbelt across my 
chest. My eyes were fixed on the glow of the screen 

in my hand rather than the cars that rushed beside me. With 
each tap of the screen, a flash consumed my face, a picture sent 
mindlessly. Platforms such as Snapchat, Instagram, Twitter and 
VSCO transfix myself and others in moments like these.

Sometimes referred to as “the mom of the friend group,” it’s 
not uncommon for me to take phones away 
from my friends at dinner so we can all talk 
to each other. When I don’t, conversations 
seem to be focused around memes found on 
Instagram, someone being caught drinking 
on Snapchat stories, hitting a one year 
anniversary of a streak or even the occasional 
picture of someone vaping posted on VSCO. 

The complaint of losing streaks is now as 
familiar as homework, frequently followed 
by anger concerning the new update on one 
of the most popular social media platforms, 
Snapchat. After I watched the numbers 
disappear next to friends’ and strangers’ 
names, the app soon became a burden to 
me, as it seemed that leaving someone on 
open was enough for an argument to begin. 
Swayed by the words of one of my closest friends, I felt the 
right decision was to limit my use of Snapchat and eventually I 
decided to delete it.

After deleting the app, I quickly began to realize the 
addiction I had. Every time I opened my phone, my finger 
immediately tapped the folder that had held Snapchat. The 
place was now taken by VSCO, which I began to view more 
frequently as a second option. Instagram, the only other form 

of social media I use, also began to make up for the loss of 
taking pictures constantly. Getting lost in the Explore page 
became a normality and a distraction from homework and 
occasionally from other people. 

VSCO, an app predominantly used by girls, also became an 
annoyance as I watched countless selfies of the same girls be 
re-posted on my feed. I deleted the app for almost five months 
before ending the cleanse and downloading it once again. Now, 

I see it as something where there is no need 
for approval from others. Pictures are posted 
with no one able to comment on it, a more 
impersonal form of social media.

My last and most abused platform, 
Instagram, has only been deleted off my 
phone once for midterms week in order to 
focus more on studying. Keeping it seems 
almost like a necessity for fear of missing a 
post or even the meme pages that my friends 
have created. Trying to get away from using 
it to procrastinate, even while writing for 
Arlingtonian, I have gotten better at limiting 
my use of it. 

Although it sounds like a lesson from a 
parent about deleting social media, it is not 
always necessary. Simply limiting your use and 

overcoming the sense of validation that some seek through 
these apps is enough. Being able to put down your phone with 
friends and talk seems like a thing of the past, but when you 
do, time with your friends becomes even more enjoyable. I, 
too, am still working on cutting back on how often I wander 
through Explore pages or worrying about taking “artsy” 
pictures or candids. I’m just trying to enjoy where I am. Doing 
the same could benefit you in similar ways. 

BY JOSIE STEWART, ’21

PHOTO COURTESY UNSPLASH

A teenager stands with a phone in her hand, a familar view to most people. According to the Associated Press-NORC Center for Public Affairs Research, 76 percent 
of American teens aged 13-17 use Instagram and 75 percent use Snapchat.

Columnist discusses teens’ overdependence on social media

Selfie-Reliance
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Columnist discusses teens’ overdependence on social media

What is something you  
learned from Idea Day?

EIGHT IN EIGHT COMPILED BY JOSIE STEWART AND ELIZABETH LEMBACH

I learned how to think and 
act independently.

FRESHMAN QUINLIN SCHERL

STUDENTS RESPOND TO A QUESTION IN EIGHT WORDS

I learned auditorium 
chairs are comfortable for 
sleeping.

FRESHMAN SOPHIA BRILL

A two-hour lunch period is 
really nice.

SOPHOMORE PETER JOHANNI

It was entertaining and I 
learned a lot.

SOPHOMORE ERISA PIPPINS

Anything is possible if you 
dream big enough.

JUNIOR QUINN PATTERSON

You can’t do anything 
worthwhile unless you’re 
passionate.

JUNIOR SABRINA GOOD

How much Mr. Imhoff liked the 
ball pit.

SENIOR MILES DOWELL 

How to make mac n’ 
cheeseburgers and frosties.

SENIOR SHELBY WANG

STAFF EDITORIAL

Whether or not you support President Trump’s plan 
for the wall, it can be agreed that the Cards Against 
Humanity Company has done a great job expressing 

their viewpoint and crusading for change. The company has 
succeeded in using nonviolent yet effective means to delay 
Trump’s efforts and to stop something they believe to be 
unethical: the wall. 

Living in a time filled with controversy and scandals at every 
turn, it can seem nearly impossible for us to stand up for what we 
believe. Whether that’s something as simple as what team we’re 
rooting for at the Super Bowl or as complex as the ethics of modern 
politics, stating an opinion leaves us in a vulnerable position. It 
places us open to ridicule and negative comments that may leave 
us feeling defeated, as if our thoughts are invalid.  

However, voicing our opinions in a civil, nonviolent manner 
is extremely important both on a personal level, and to society 
as whole. The only way we can create change is by working for 
it. Merely hoping for improvement will not result in change; 
however, peaceful protests, petitions and other forms of 
activism will make a difference. It is not just our right but our 
responsibility to stand up for what we believe and fight for 

equality and justice.
Although it may seem an improbable feat that a high school 

student can call for change and get legitimate results, we should 
strive to destroy that belief. There is a stigma around teenagers 
that suggests we are too young and too confused to make an 
impact on the world. However, no age requirement can be put on 
change if we truly believe in a cause and are willing to defend our 
principles. In a world filled with violence, hatred and prejudice, this 
society needs people who strive to serve the greater good and are 
willing to stand up for what they believe.  

Speak up
Students need to use their voices 
to promote social change

EDITORIAL CARTOON BY KATIE ZHAO
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NORWESTER 2018: 
Golden Years, Golden Bears

*Yearbooks will be on sale throughout April 30 via 
our website at tinyurl.com/NORWESTER2018. 
The price will increase as the year progresses.

The 2017 Yearbooks Are Sold Out. 
BE SURE TO PURCHASE YOUR COPY  

OF THE 2018 YEARBOOK TODAY!

DON’T DELAY IN 
ORDERING YOUR 2018 

YEARBOOK! 

The price for the 2018 Norwester 
increases as the year progresses. Go to  

tinyurl.com/NORWESTER2018  
to order your book today.

SENIOR PORTRAITS WERE DUE JAN. 8, 
but we’re still accepting late submissions. 
Email your high-resolution digital image 
to norwester@uaschools.org ASAP!

Gain experience and develop valuable skills.  
Strengthen your credentials for college 
applications or for other opportunities.

The Parks & Recreation Department provides 
quality community services in our parks, pools, 

facilities and programs and we do so with 
contributions from a great team. 

The City offers competitive wages and a great 
working environment.

LIFEGUARD
DAY CAMP

RENTAL 
FACILITIES

TENNIS COURT

SEASONAL 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

(Certification classes availabe)

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

View Parks & Recreation job opportunities at 

http://agency.governmentjobs.com/uaoh/

EVERY DAY IS 
CASUAL 
FRIDAY

 NOT A TYPICAL 
OFFICE 

JOB

GET PAID 
TO PLAY

2140 Tremont Center
Upper Arlington, Ohio 43221

www.huffmansmarket.com

MONDAY - SATURDAY
8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

SUNDAY
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

The Quality You Expect ... The Service You Deserve.


