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Gain experience and develop valuable skills.  
Strengthen your credentials for college 
applications or for other opportunities.

The Parks & Recreation Department provides 
quality community services in our parks, pools, 

facilities and programs and we do so with 
contributions from a great team. 

The City offers competitive wages and a great 
working environment.
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DAY CAMP

RENTAL 
FACILITIES

TENNIS COURT

SEASONAL 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

(Certification classes availabe)

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

View Parks & Recreation job opportunities at 

http://agency.governmentjobs.com/uaoh/

EVERY DAY IS 
CASUAL 
FRIDAY

 NOT A TYPICAL 
OFFICE 

JOB

GET PAID 
TO PLAY



HI, GOLDEN BEARS!

I’d like to talk about something relatively cliché. 
Bullying was covered tirelessly during middle 
school assemblies and on the days the counselors 

would crash our science classes to rattle off a list of 
suicide and depression statistics to make a case for 
kindness. 

As social media took off and cyber-bullying 
presentations were clicked through on every 
SmartBoard in every classroom, students’ minds 
would wander. Never would we be the ones to 
victimize others. We’d never play a part in one of 
those cookie-cutter bullying stories that Lifetime 
made a movie off of. We were nice students who 
lived in a nice community, and yes, we weren’t 
friends with everyone, but we sure wouldn’t go out of 
our way to bully someone. 

About a year ago, the Netflix orignal show 
13 Reasons Why roped watchers into a discussion 
surrounding bullying, gossip and the way small 
actions can have the ability to create a detrimental 
impact in the life of an individual. We seemed all 
in for the idea that no matter what rumors are 
circulating about an individual, there should be no 

room for hatred and gossip surrounding them. 
Somehow, a year later, we’ve moved on from 

agreeing on kindness to choosing sides. In light of 
conflict, bullying has seemingly become “A-OK.” 

I’m not going to go much further than to say 
that I believe we can be better. I believe we’re almost 
grown adults and should learn to handle situations 
with maturity and kindness, no matter how 
strongly we feel toward one individual or situation. 
Kindness isn’t cliché, it’s necessary. It’s what makes a 
community like our high school thrive and grow. 

I believe that each of us has it inside us to choose 
kindness and love, even when it is hard to do so. In 
making this decision, we not only grow our own 
character, but push back against the stigma that 
when you are hurt, you should hurt others in return. 
Let your daily decisions regarding the way you treat 
others be carefully considered, and ask yourself: “Is 
this kind? Is this wise?”

Abby Gray
EDITOR IN CHIEF

In the midst of conflict 
and confusion, 
choosing kindness is 
always wise
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Arlingtonian is a student-produced 
newsmagazine published approximately 
every four weeks by the Journalism III-A 
students at Upper Arlington High School. 
The publication has been established as a 
public forum for student expression and 
for the discussion of issues of concern 
to its audience. It will not be reviewed 
or restrained by school officials prior to 
publication or distribution.

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student 
expression, the editorial board, which 
consists of the staff’s editors, will determine 
the content of the newsmagazine and all 
unsigned editorials; therefore, material 
may not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
policies of Upper Arlington school officials. 

The views stated in editorials represent 
that of a majority of the editorial board. No 
single member of the editorial board can 
be held responsible for editorial content 
decisions. Signed columns or reviews 
represent only the opinion of the author.

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the 
editor, guest columns and news releases 
from faculty, administrators, community 
residents, students and the general public. 

The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves 
the right to withhold a letter or column 
and return it for more information if it 
determines the piece contains items of 
unprotected speech as defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters and columns 
meeting the above criteria will be posted in 
full on the Arlingtonian web site at www.
arlingtonian.com for a minimum of four 
weeks. Arlingtonian and its staff will strive 
to publish only legally protected speech 
following the legal definitions for libel, 
obscenity and invasion of privacy. 

The staff will also refrain from printing 
stories that create a material disruption of 
school activities. Because the Arlingtonian 
staff will determine content of the 
publication, it will therefore also take 
complete legal and financial responsibility 
for what is printed. Arlingtonian will not 
avoid publishing a story solely on the basis of 
possible dissent or controversy.

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays 
all printing and production costs through 
advertising sales, donations and fundraisers.

The editor or co-editors shall interpret and 
enforce this editorial policy.

Thank you to our Donors!
Arlingtonian is provided free to all students and staff with  
contributions from the generous people and businesses below

Arlingtonian Editorial Policy

from the 
EDITOR:



URBAN OASIS

Park recognizing societal 
struggles starts construction

Shortly after a wave of nationwide 
marches, a park dedicated to social 

justice broke ground in downtown Columbus 
on March 27. This park is the first of its kind 
and will be located at Broad Street and 
Cleveland Avenue.

It will be named after Rev. Dr. Washington 
Gladden, a prominent Columbus minister, 
politician and reformer who was part of the 
Social Gospel movement in the late 1800s.   
He advocated for worker rights, voting rights, 
school integration and the needs of those 
marginalized by society. Gladden also served 
on city council from 1900 to 1902.

“Because of Gladden and Poindexter, 
74 years before Brown vs. the Board of 
Education, our schools in Columbus were 
integrated,” said Rev. Dr. Tim Ahrens, senior 
minister of the First Congregational Church in 
an interview with 10TV News.

The park is planned to be 18,000 square 
feet next to First Congregational United 
Church of Christ. It’s intended to represent a 
peaceful, safe place for city residents as well as 
a spark for discussion about the struggles the 
nation and city still face.

“Division by race or class or gender or 
whether we are immigrants or indigenous, 
all are welcome in this place,” said Rev. Dr. 
Renee Wormack-Keels, executive director of 
the Spirituality Network.

A 100-yard long banner on Broad Street 
marks the park, which plans to open in 
August 2018. It will feature paths and ponds, 
in addition to a large-scale art project.  
Eventually, programs for the surrounding 
community will be held after it opens.

BY CAROLINE FAVRET, ’18

Washington Gladden will be the nation’s first park 
dedicated to social justice. 

PHOTO COURTESY 10TV

DRIVERLESS DEBACLE

Recent event reveals dangers 
presented by self-driving vehicles

From 70’s TV shows to 90’s hit action 
movies such as “The Fifth Element” 

and “Demolition Man” to present day, the 
concept of a self-driving car has captivated 
the minds of people across generations. Now, 
thanks to the innovation of companies like 
Google and Uber, this dream could become a 
reality. That being said, driverless cars come 
with a fair share of risks along with their 
possible benefits.

One of these risks is the possibility for the 
loss of life. Recently, such an incident occurred 
in an accident caused by one of Uber’s self-
driving vans in Arizona. According to The New 
York Times, “an autonomous car operated by 
Uber—and with an emergency backup driver 
behind the wheel—struck and killed a woman 
on a street in Tempe, Arizona.”

Junior Jack Amling agrees that although 
the technology has its benefits, it could pose 
dangers for the average pedestrian.

“I feel like they’ll be an overall positive 
when they’re universally incorporated, but 
while normal people are still driving normal 
cars, autonomous cars are just generally 
unsafe,” Amling said.

Although self-driving cars have risks 
like any new, innovative technology, they 
also have potential benefits. According to 
Goldman Sachs, automated cars could lead to 
less traffic on roads and on highways, as well 
as a decrease in fuel consumption.

Elon Musk, founder of SpaceX and the 
Boring Company, has also embraced the 
capabilities of semi-automated driving. 
According to Musk, as reported by Vox, 
“‘Every truck we sell will have enhanced 
autopilot as standard’ . . . that means semi-
autonomous capabilities for braking and 
keeping in lanes.” This offers a potential 
solution to the danger that comes with 
automation: allowing a driver to intervene 
when needed.

BY MATTHEW SHEPHERD, ‘19

IN BRIEF

COMMUNITY GUN 
CONTROL INITIATIVES

Local students take initiative for 
gun reform

On March 26, juniors Alec Hjelle, Dylan 
Carlson Sirvent, and Kelly Haddow along 

with seniors Julia Boyer and Lily Goldberg 
and UA alum Grace Clingan met with UA 
City Council members to discuss safety and 
legislative initiatives. They discussed what 
programs could be implemented in UA to 
make its schools and the community safer as 
well as the possibility of sending a resolution to 
the Ohio General Assembly formally calling for 
the enaction of universal background checks 
for all private sales and the banning of bump 
stocks and high-capacity magazines.

The students were there representing 
UAHS’ Students for Change, a student-
organized club that formed after the Parkland 
shooting in February. 

Another topic of discussion in the council 
meeting was Home Rule Security. Currently, 
due to Ohio law, municipalities such as 
Upper Arlington and Columbus are unable to 
establish individual regulations regarding the 
use and sale of firearms.

Junior Kota Wharton, who has helped 
organize events with March For Our Lives 
Columbus, has written legislation in hopes of 
changing this law.

The legislation ranges from general 
restrictions on firearm access to stronger 
background checks to a review of Ohio’s position 
on the home rule. Wharton is working with 
attorneys, local March For Our Lives members 
and third party groups to finalize the bills.

“[A goal in] writing these bills is to work 
with people from both sides of the aisle… we 
really need to start talking about the same 
objectives,” Wharton said. “Right now, people 
are scared for their safety. There are also people 
who are scared that their guns will be taken 
away. We don’t want to take away people’s 
guns, we just don’t want people to be unsafe.”

BY KATHERINE DOMINEK, ’19

Students met with city council members to discuss 
legislation aiming to prevent gun violence.

PHOTO COURTESY UAHS WALKOUT ON INSTAGRAM
An accident involving a self-driving Uber killed one.

PHOTO COURTESY DIABLANCO ON WIKIMEDIA COMMONS
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MATCH POINT: Senior Elliott Jones
ELLIOTT JONES is one of the captains for the UA boys tennis 

team this year alongside senior Josh Cole. 
This season is Jones’ fourth on the tennis team. Jones can usually 

be seen playing in doubles matches with junior Nick Gruss, who has 
been his only partner so far this season. Jones explains that having a 
good attitude is necessary in order to succeed.

“I just try to have a positive attitude with my coaches and my 
teammates,” Jones said. “I think that’s the most important thing for 
our team in order to be as good as possible and get as far as possible 
this season.”

Just two matches into the season, everything has gone according 
to plan for Jones and the rest of the tennis Bears.

“We’ve only had two matches so far this season against 
Cincinnati-Country Day and Central Crossing, and we’re 2-0. We’ve 
also won both matches I’ve played in. It’s been a strong start,” 
Jones said.

Jones is hoping the momentum can carry through the season and 
into the match against New Albany, a pivotal game for the Bears.

“For me, the most important thing 
is beating our rival New Albany. If we 
can beat them, we’ll be off to states,” 
Jones said.

Jones knows overcoming the 
Eagles will be a challenge, as the UA 
team hasn’t won against in the last 
few years.

“We haven’t beaten them since I 
joined the team, but I like our team 
this year and I think we have a good 
chance,” Jones said.

The match against New Albany 
will take place at the end of the 
season at home on May 14. 

Jones also plans to play at the collegiate level.
“I committed to Eckerd College in Florida, and I’m hoping to play 

tennis there,” Jones said.

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES

FIRST PLACE: Junior Heidi Heuerman
HEIDI HEUERMAN may be one of the best runners in the state, 

but she hasn’t even been running for more than three years.
“I started running in 8th grade. I was doing a lot of other sports at the 

time too: soccer, basketball, cheerleading and tumbling,” Heuerman said. 
“I loved running more than the other sports, so I just kept up with it.”

Since then, Heuerman has competed at the top level and recently 
placed ninth in the state’s 3200 meter race.

Heuerman grew up in a family of runners but said she never felt 
forced into competing simply because her sisters did before her.

“I actually felt like that I should do something else because that’s 
what my sisters did,” Heuerman said.

It’s still early in the spring season, but Heuerman expressed positivity 
for how the track team has fared only a couple of meets in.

“In our first meet this year, we finished first for both guys and girls 
even though the weather was pretty bad,” Heuerman said. “It was 
definitely good to see that our team could perform well even when the 
weather wasn’t permitting.”

As for the rest of the season, 
Heuerman has several times she wants 
to beat before regionals.

“I’m hoping to get around 11 
minutes flat in the 3200 and around 
5:10 in the 1600. I’d also like to see our 
4x800 team get to regionals this year,” 
Heuerman said. 

However, Heuerman says the most 
important thing is how the team does.

“Most importantly, I’d like to see 
how far our team goes because it’s a 
team sport,” Heuerman said.

Heuerman is also interested in 
running at the collegiate level.

“I’ve looked at a variety of schools to see different coaching techniques 
and to just see what works best for me,” Heuerman said.

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES

HITTING A HOME RUN: Senior Brandon Horsley
BRANDON HORSLEY tore his ACL last fall, putting an abrupt 

end to his senior football season. However, that didn’t stop him from 
making it back in time for his final baseball season here at UA.

“The initial timeline was about six to nine months,” Horsley said. 
“So, it was perfect timing for me in a way.”

Horsley said that returning from his injury was just a matter of 
keeping patience in the rehabilitation process.

“I was just trying to get my knee stronger. It was important for me 
to try and get back for one last season of high school,” Horsley said.

He also touched on the relationship he has with head coach Tom 
Marker, who is in his fourth season in the position.

“I think it’s good to be his first class and to go all the way through 
with him. It’s given me a really good chance to bond with him and 
build up our relationship,” Horsley said.

Horsley is a standout outfielder for the Golden Bears. He earned 
first team All-State honors in the outfield for Division I last season. So 
far this year, the Bears have had an up-and-down campaign.

“We’re 5-4 right now and we’re in a bit of a slump. We have three 

games coming up this weekend, so 
I think we’ll be able to fight out of it 
and get back on track,” Horsley said.

The main goal for the team this 
season, according to Horsley, is to 
earn a district championship.

“We’re trying to win a district 
title this season. That’s the most 
important thing and we can reassess 
from there,” Horsley said.

Horsley announced on March 28 
that he had committed to Ashland 
University, a decision he said was 
about personal feel at the university.

“I felt at home with that choice. 
It’s the right size, and the coaches showed a ton of interest and made 
me feel comfortable,” Horsley said.

BY WILL PRICE , ’18

PHOTO BY WILL PRICE

Spring into Sports: Student athletes explore their 
spring seasons and comment on personal growth
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Door security at UAHS has increased over the years from having many entrances open during the school day to two: the main office and the senior doors. This 
tightening of security is a divisive topic among students and community members alike.

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES

I t’s fifth period rush hour. Students 
jostle one another at the main staircase 
while late arrivals pour in from the 
senior doors. Junior John Wilson*, 
who left his student ID on his kitchen 

table, slips past the backed-up line at the door 
monitor table with the crowd spilling into 
UAHS.

“There are so many of us walking by at once 
where even if I don’t pull mine out, they’ll let 
me in,” Wilson said.

The door 
monitor 
system, despite 
its occasional 
faults, is part 
of UAHS’s 
efforts to ramp 
up security. 
Spurred by 
recent events 
like the 
Parkland, 
Florida, shooting, UA has raised ideas ranging 
from tightening door security to ending open 
lunch. Yet, parents and students continue to 
wonder whether these changes will result in a 
safer learning experience.

GUARDING DOORS

According to principal Andrew Theado, 
the number of exterior doors open during the 
school day has decreased over the years, and it’s 
now down to a total of two: the main doors and 
senior doors. A monitor was added last year to 
the senior doors to check IDs, and a few weeks 
ago, the administration created a rotating armed 
police officer position.

“The [monitor] sitting there should be 
checking the 
computer to 
confirm the 
[student’s 
identity] 
through 
PowerSchool, 
then getting 
the person to 
the learning 
center 
[for Erin 

Schumacher] to get them an ID,” Theado said.
Students who forget their IDs must also 

pencil their names on a sign-in sheet. According 

LO C K I N G 
DOWN
Security initiatives like school ID 
checks and potentially closing 
lunch prompt discussion amongst 
administration and student body

BY KATIE ZHAO AND SOPHIE YANG, ‘19

BY THE NUMBERS

Student body survey shows 
approval for door monitor 
system

The [monitor] should be 
checking the computer 
to confirm the 
[student’s identity].”

PRINCIPAL ANDREW THEADO

* denotes source who requested anonymity

HOW HAS THE ID CHECK SYSTEM 
AFFECTED SAFETY AT UAHS?

HOW HAS HAVING AN ARMED 
POLICE OFFICER AT THE SENIOR 

DOORS AFFECTED SAFETY AT UAHS?

SOURCE: VOLUNTARY MARCH 2018 
ARLINGTONIAN SURVEY OF 218 STUDENTS

Decreases security
No effect on security
Increases security
Strongly increases security
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to door monitor Denise L’Heureux, these 
students fill out a total of about two sign-
in sheets each day, which are then given to 
vice principal Luis Vazquez.

The door monitors and security guards 
are now part of everyday life at UAHS, 
but whether they are effective or not is 
hard to tell.

“At 8:04, anyone can walk in—anyone 
can do anything, but at 8:05, now you 
have to walk past somebody,” Wilson 
said. “It’s like security theater. It’s making 
people think they’re safe, when in reality 
[they’re not].”

The dilemmas of photoshopped or lost 
IDs also troubles some.

“I’ve found student IDs in parking lots 
before, so if I was someone with malicious 
intent and I didn’t go to this school, I 
could just pick that up, and I’d be fine 
because [the monitors] don’t really look at 
the picture,” Wilson said.

Freshman Jacob Larmor similarly believes 
the ID checks don’t always go far enough.

“I think it’s helped to the point where 
someone without a school ID can’t 
get [in], but a student can still bring 
dangerous weapons into the school,” 
Larmor said.

Larmor suggested metal detectors 
as a solution to this issue. Although 
the administration is considering metal 
detectors alongside other updates, they 
present both financial and logistical 
barriers. Following a recommendation by 

the chief of police, for metal detectors to 
have any benefit, they would have to be 
added at all exterior doors with an armed 
officer at each.

“The idea is if you do find something, 
you have to have somebody there who’s 
trained to deal with it,” Theado said.

As a current safeguard, former UAHS 
students are no longer allowed during 
school hours to enter the building as 
visitors to see old friends and teachers. 
However, according to Rice and a door 
monitor, the process for outsiders entering 
the school involves signing a sheet, 
explaining a purpose—like buying game 
tickets at the athletic office—and receiving 
a pink visitor sticker. The ease of receiving 
visitor status raises some security concerns.

Despite occasional flaws in the ID 
system, an Arlingtonian survey of 218 
students found that 48 percent believe it 
is increasing or strongly increasing safety 
at UAHS, and 82 percent of students 
find that the armed police officer position 
positively affects security.

While Theado acknowledges the ID 
system as imperfect, he believes it adds 
strongly to UA’s overall safety.

“There’s no one [change] that’s going 
to make our building 100 percent safe,” 
Theado said. “This is just one layer 
of making sure who we’re letting in 
the building is supposed to be in the 
building.”

History teacher Nate Palmer agreed.

“There’s a lot of fear right now. I think 
that there are some efforts being made to 
assuage some of those fears. At least now, 
more visible police presence doesn’t hurt,” 
Palmer said.

CLOSING FREEDOMS

The rumor swirling around the school 
has some truth to it: the topic of closing 
campus, which would end open lunch 
for all students and open study hall 
for seniors, has been tossed around the 
administration.

Students travel down the UAHS main 
staircase. In early February, a student was 
found in the LC with a dull knife.

PHOTO BY GRACE CALL

IN THE DARK

Administration must 
balance student privacy and 
informing the community

W hen it comes to school 
security, the administration 

faces challenges in treading the fine 
line between ensuring security and 
upholding students’ privacy.

On Feb. 2, a UAHS student was 
found in the upstairs LC with a knife 
in his backpack. A UAPD officer 
told ThisWeekNews the knife was 
dull and “more like a movie prop or 
reproduction,” but some students 
such as junior Luke Landis think 
the school should have called more 
attention to the incident.

“Students still need to know, ‘Oh, 
there was something at school,’” 
Landis said. “I don’t like how much 
things get swept under the rug.”

UAHS did not release an email 
or statement on the issue, citing 
protection of student privacy and a 
minimal security threat. 

BY THE NUMBERS
Continued from page 6

HOW WOULD CLOSING LUNCH 
AFFECT SAFETY AT UAHS?

HOW WOULD ARMING TEACHERS 
AFFECT SAFETY AT UAHS?

Decrease security
No effect on security

Increase security
Strongly increase security

SOURCE: VOLUNTARY MARCH 
2018 ARLINGTONIAN SURVEY 
OF 218 STUDENTS
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If enacted, the path to closing campus 
would begin with Superintendent Paul 
Imhoff making a recommendation—either 
to keep open or close campus—to the 
Upper Arlington Board of Education. The 
five board members would then vote on 
the matter, delivering the final decision to 
UAHS.

Arlingtonian reached out to 
Imhoff for his thoughts on closing 
campus. In his reply, Imhoff 
noted the idea was a “serious 
consideration,” as was the safety 
of the students at staff at UAHS.

For students resisting the 
possible end of open campus, 
there is hope.

“[Closing lunch] is being seriously 
considered, but . . . as of April 5, it has 
not been recommended to the board yet,” 
Theado said.

Although a change could come at 
any point or not at all, it is unlikely that 
campus will be closed until after this school 
year. However, Theado recognizes the mass 

coordination and 
reorganization 

efforts that 
would 

come with closed campus.
“Think about the number of study 

halls, lunches, the number of people we 
have in this building,” Theado said. “At 
this point, I have some ideas about if it 
does close, what I think it’ll look like.”

From a security standpoint, UAHS’s 

School Resource Officer Jon Rice said 
closing lunch seems to be a necessity.

“It’s a security risk: when you have that 
many people coming and going, it means 
you have more open doors throughout the 
day. If a shooter wanted to get in, they just 
need to wait until lunchtime when the 
doors are wide open with people flooding 
out,” Rice said. “But how it would impact 
Upper Arlington is tradition . . . I have 
people who say, ‘Oh, I went to UA, and 
my dad went to UA, and it was so nice to 
have open lunch.’”

Theado echoes a similar sentiment.
“There are safety considerations, but 

there are also considerations regarding 
student freedoms and [the] culture that we 
have in our building,” Theado said.

Although the administration-level 
conversations focus on closing campus as 

a safety-versus-liberty issue, 
some students see it as a loss 
both ways. Arlingtonian’s 
survey found 52 percent of 
students believed closing lunch 
would have no effect on safety, 
and 37 percent believed it 
would decrease safety, Wilson 
among them.

“In the case of a [shooting], 
[closed campus] not only increases the 
concentration of students in an area . . . 
but if there’s ‘full capacity’ students in the 
building, it’s hard to get out, whereas if 
there’s a lower concentration, the flow is a 
lot faster,” Wilson said.

From conversations with students and 
parents alike, Theado notes that closing 
campus is a very divisive issue, and the 
positives and negatives need to be carefully 
weighed.

“Sometimes, folks have to make 

PHOTO BY GRACE CALL

LOOKING AHEAD
School administration will consider security measures 
in designs for the new high school

Working alongside 
professional security 

advisers, the Upper Arlington 
administration is hard at work 

evolving school security as standards 
change and vulnerabilities are patched up.

According to School Resource Officer Jon Rice, gunfire 
detectors, protective landscaping and metal detectors could 
show up in UA’s future. Smart IDs could also “check” every 
student on a real-time map whenever he or she crosses 
a threshold like an exterior or interior door. This creates 
potential applications in a school shooter scenario.

“If there’s an emergency and everyone runs out of the 
building . . . you know exactly how many people are left 
[and] where they are to go rescue them,” Rice said. “We 
wouldn’t be tracking people like, ‘Where’s Johnny? We think 
he’s been going to the bathroom too much and we think he 
might be vaping.’”

Yet, such a system—though it would not be linked to 

satellites and only work at school—generates some privacy 
concerns and would have to be extensively discussed in the 
community and carefully guarded against abuse.

When designing the new school, Rice also mentioned 
implementing security in “layers,” placing the school store 
and athletic office—which outsiders often visit—in a lobby 
area separate from the main classroom areas. Additionally, 
the school could be divided into remotely-locking sectors.

“If we know someone’s trying to gain access to our school, 
press couple buttons here and there, and we can actually 
trap the shooter in an area,” Rice said.

Although all of this technology is available, Theado 
and Rice both note that the measures would have to be 
considered among panels and with extensive consulting with 
the community. They would only be implemented if they 
were effective and financially feasible.

Rice is currently applying for grant money from the state 
and federal government to hire more school security officers 
or implement initiatives. 

If we can’t find another way 
to make the school safe 
inside and out, I’d think it’s 
the right thing to do.”

FRESHMAN JACOB LARMOR
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decisions that they believe to be the best 
even though it’s not going to be popular,” 
Theado said.

Freshman Jacob Larmor said he 
understands the administration’s need for 
security.

“I enjoy going out to lunch with 
my friends, but if we can’t find another 
way to make the school safe inside and 
out, I’d think it’s the right thing to do,” 
Larmor said.

Sophomore Emma Mattson-Surgenor, 
however, agrees that there will be pushback 
if open campus is ended.

“I do think a lot of students are like, 
‘I want my study hall open,’ ‘I want my 
lunch open,’” Mattson-Surgenor said.

Freshman Phia Stayer, who is opposed 
to closing campus, said she would want 
students’ voices to be heard if it is ended.

“It’s like punishing the students when 
there is—in reality—a pretty small chance 
of something ever happening,” Stayer 
said. “I don’t know if there is as much of 
an avenue [between the administration 
and students] as there could be.”

In response to these concerns, Theado 
said students would be assured a say if 
the Board of Education voted to closed 
campus.

“We want to work with students 
beforehand, before anything is 
implemented,” Theado said. “We would 
probably have to do some sort of focus 
group or town hall meeting with students 
. . . We can vent a little bit, get that out of 
the way, but then say: how are we going to 
move forward?”

PREPARING FOR 
LOCKDOWN

Later this school year, UAHS leadership 
will work with the UAPD to conduct a 
more active emergency drill.

“I’m hoping we can work out all the 
logistics before the end of the school year 
and practice more drills. It’ll give students 
some peace of mind . . . and [they’ll] 
know what to do in these situations,” 
Theado said.

Mattson-Surgenor is a strong supporter 
of these more active drills.

“I know that a ‘level 3’ means running 
out of the school and protecting yourself, 
but we don’t know what happens in each 
of these situations if we don’t practice it. 

It scares me that I won’t know what to do, 
where I am and what I have around me if 
[something] were to happen,” Mattson-
Surgenor said.

In lockdowns—including the level 
1 that occurred March 20 in response 
to a suspicious individual in the 
community—door monitor Denise 
L’Heureux said she and the armed 
security officer act as the school’s “first 
line of fire.”

“[We] check the doors and make sure 
the kids are not going out,” L’Heureux said.

Yet, the procedures for lockdown 
could be seeing a major upheaval, as 
could all of UA’s security policies, 
following the in-depth safety audit being 
conducted by the UA Police Department, 
UA Fire Department and Safeguard Risk 
Solutions at all the Upper Arlington 
schools.

“They’re looking at everything from 
how we’re doing in-and-out using our 
doors, drills, looking at buzzer systems, 
looking at classrooms,” Theado said. 

“Maybe we’ll add a buzzer system . . . we’ll 
have to wait to see what the audit says.”

BALANCING ACT

Whether students are for or against the 
proposed and implemented changes, the 
ever-shifting environment of school safety 
requires constant attention. 

“A lot of people resist change,” Rice said. 
“It makes people uncomfortable because 
they have to produce the ID and they’re 
not used to it. But if we stay with it . . . 
eventually it’ll become the norm. It’s kind 
of like having an SRO in the school . . . 
now it’s just an everyday thing.”

With the advent of newer security 
systems and extensive changes to come, 
Theado stresses the importance of 
consulting and working together with the 
community.

“You want to consider all those 
perspectives, but at the end of the day, 
we have to make the best decision for our 
kids,” Theado said. 

A student shows her ID to one of the rotating police officers by the senior doors. In the event of a school 
lockdown, the security guard and Student Resource Officer Jon Rice act as the “first line of defense.”

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES

ARLINGTONIAN  //  9



10  //  APRIL 20, 2018

FEATURES

2140 Tremont Center
Upper Arlington, Ohio 43221

www.huffmansmarket.com

MONDAY - SATURDAY
8 a.m. - 9 p.m.

SUNDAY
9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

The Quality You Expect ... The Service You Deserve



2010 - 
DEEPWATER 
HORIZON 
DRILLING RIG 
EXPLODES AND 
BP OIL SPILL: 

The Deepwater 
Horizon drilling rig 
exploded about 40 
miles southeast of the 
Louisiana coast. The rig, 
owned and operated by 

TransOcean, was drilling in the Macondo Prospect oil field for BP. 
The explosion and resulting fire caused the deaths of 11 workers 
and injured 17.

The blowout that caused the explosion and sinking of 
Deepwater Horizon also resulted in a massive offshore oil spill. 
According to Coast Guard Officer Ashley Butler, crude oil was 
leaking from the rig at the rate of about 340,000 gallons of oil per 
day. Taking place in the Gulf of Mexico, the oil spill is recorded 
as the largest marine oil spill in the world, and, subsequently, the 
largest environmental disaster in American history. 

On this dark day 
in history:
BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ‘20

April 20
1889 - ADOLF HITLER IS BORN: 

On April 20, 1889, in the small Austrian village of Braunau Am Inn, Adolf Hitler was 
born to Alois and Klara Hitler. Hitler would later lead a hate-driven movement of life and 
death based on pure family heritage. Known for being the man behind the atrocities of 
World War II, Hitler and his anti-Semitic rhetoric initiated the Holocaust.

Under Hitler’s leadership, the Nazi Party rose to power in Germany and became directly 
responsible for the genocide of at least 5.5 million Jewish people. The Nazis were also 
responsible for killing an additional 19.3 million civilians and prisoners of war. The number 
of civilian deaths recorded during World War II was unheard of at the time, and it still 
stands as the deadliest military conflict in human history. The Nazi regime fell in 1945 
shortly after the fall of Berlin, when Soviet forces encircled the city. 

1999 - MASSACRE AT COLUMBINE HIGH SCHOOL:
The Columbine High School massacre took place on April 20, 1999. The two perpetrators 

shot and killed 12 students and one teacher at Columbine. Additionally, they had 99 other 
explosives on school grounds and had placed bombs at a field a few miles from the school 
to divert firefighters. The pair exchanged gunfire with responding police officers before 
subsequently committing suicide.

Before Columbine, “school shootings” was not a term that was commonplace The tragic events 
at the Colorado high school were the first of its kind. The aftermath of the shooting sparked the 
debate for gun control legislation and school security, much like the Parkland shooting has evoked 
in recent months. Today on April 20, exactly 19 years after Columbine, students are walking out 
across schools nationally calling for stricter legislation to be passed to help decrease gun violence.
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WHY IS 4/20 A STONER HOLIDAY?

April 20 marks the annual celebration of all things 
cannabis. But why? How did 4/20 become a stoner 

holiday? Some believe that 4/20 was the California police 
radio code for marijuana or that there are 420 chemicals in 
the plant. However, both of claims have been proven to be 
false. California police call cannabis ”weed,” and there are 
more than 500 chemicals in the plant. 

All 4/20 traditions would be lost without the Grateful 
Dead, though. In 
1990, the band passed 
out flyers that read, 
“smoke pot hardcore 
at 4:20.” Encouraging 
their fans to celebrate 
the holiday, it also 
said, “Smoke on the 
grandmaster of all 
holidays: 4/20 or April 
20th.” 
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“I seal-iously love this new tech.”
Freshman Henry Redder

Arlingtonian Caption Contest

CARTOON BY KATIE ZHAO

This issue, Arlingtonian reached 
out to the student body to find 
out: what should this cartoon 
be captioned? Here are the two 
winning lines.

FIRST PLACE
“I seal-liously love this new tech.”
Submitted by freshman Henry 
Redder

RUNNER-UP
“Fishing for compliments like . . .”
Submitted by freshman 
Amanda Janes

Watch for Arlingtonian’s next 
caption contest in our May 18 
senior issue! Guest columns, 
reviews and letters to the 
editor are also always open for 
submission on our website at 
arlingtonian.com/contact-us.
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NORWESTER 2018: 
Golden Years, Golden Bears FOR THE LAST TWO YEARS, WE HAVE 

RUN OUT OF EXTRA YEARBOOKS FOR 
THOSE WHO DIDN’T PRE-ORDER. 

The last day to order a yearbook is May 1. Go to  

tinyurl.com/NORWESTER2018  

to order your book today.

YEARBOOK DISTRIBUTION  
OF PRE-ORDERED BOOKS 

WILL BE MAY 21, 2018  
IN THE AUDITORIUM LOBBY.



BY CLARE DRISCOLL, ’19

Starting this quarter, juniors will begin 
writing their college essays, but this is 
only the beginning of the long journey 

called applying for college. 
Throughout the year, students have 

been visiting campuses, meeting with 
college representatives and taking tests in 
preparation to apply to schools.

The college admissions process can be 
very daunting to students. To ease the nerves 
of students, the UAHS College Center 
provides information about college visits, a 
checklist of what to do when applying and 
class-wide meetings with each grade level 
regarding everything from financial aid to 
how to find a school that is a good fit.

Junior Kelly Haddow has attended many 
of the College Center-run meetings and 
finds them very helpful in her search.

“I really appreciate all the resources the 
College Center provides because it has 
helped me narrow down what I’m looking 
for in a school,” Haddow said.

While there are many resources that the 
college-center provides, some students such 
as junior Laken Lee, have no idea what these 
are and how to access them.

“I feel like we have many resources, but 
I’ve never been taught how to use them. 
I hear teachers talk about them, so they 
must be somewhere, but I have no idea 
how to do things like set up a meeting 
with a college rep or with Kathy Moore 
(UAHS’ college counselor),” Lee said. “We 
have the resources, but I wish we had more 
instruction on how to use them.”

Many students, including junior Linus 
Fraley, have a hard time using College 
Center resources when they don’t know what 
they want to study in college.

“One suggestion that the College Center 
resources give is to look for a school based 
off of your major, but when you don’t know 
what you want to do, it makes finding a 
school difficult,” Fraley said.

As the College Center can be hard to use 
for some juniors, many look to the current 
seniors who have already been through the 
college search process for advice on finding 
the perfect school.

Senior Emily De Jong, who will be 
attending The Ohio State University, advises 
that juniors should apply to multiple and 
varied colleges.

“My biggest piece of advice is to apply to 
many different schools of different levels. For 
example, you should apply to a few dream 
schools, a few middle range schools and a 
few safety schools,” De Jong said. “This way, 
you will have more schools to choose from 
when you get your acceptance letters instead 
of really devoting yourself to one school and 
being stressed that you won’t get in.”

Senior Grace Peterson, who will be 
attending Kenyon College, hopes that 
juniors know that a low acceptance rate for 
a college doesn’t mean that it is inherently a 
better school.

“A college’s prestige doesn’t matter if it 
doesn’t have opportunities for what you’re 
interested in. Look at schools with programs 
that you enjoy instead of looking at a school 
just because it’s selective or a popular name,” 
Peterson said. 

University flags hang in the hallway by the College Center. Many students visit the center seeking help with 
the college search and admissions process.

PHOTO BY GRACE CALL

School Searching
Juniors find either struggle or sanctuary in 
college center resources 

YAY OR NAY?
COMPILED BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ‘20

Overall school safety at 
UAHS is a problem worth 
addressing.

70% YAY, 21% NAY, 9% UNDECIDED

I attended the March For 
Our Lives in Columbus or 
Washington, D.C.

15% YAY, 82% NAY, 3% UNDECIDED

Self-driving cars pose a 
significant safety hazard.

44% YAY, 30% NAY, 26% UNDECIDED

Fourth quarter feels like 
the slowest quarter of 
the year.

41% YAY, 53% NAY, 6% UNDECIDED

Snow flurries in April are 
just wrong. 

83% YAY, 16% NAY, 1% UNDECIDED

President Trump is doing 
a great job of “Making 
America Great Again.”

17% YAY, 68% NAY, 15% UNDECIDED

DATA FOR THIS YAY OR NAY WAS COMPILED THROUGH A 
VOLUNTARY ARLINGTONIAN SURVEY OF 326 STUDENTS

90%

74%

53%

82%

Prom is a timeless 
tradition.

74% YAY, 16% NAY, 10% UNDECIDED

70%

The tragic and 
monumental events on 
April 20 make the date 
have an eerie feeling.

35% YAY, 39% NAY, 26% UNDECIDED

39%

44%

83%

68%
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My mom, who has observed the 
film industry much longer than I 
have, often notes how once a film 

achieves success, Hollywood leeches off it, 
creating sequels upon reboots. For example, 
Harry Potter divided its source material, The 
Deathly Hallows, into multiple parts, and the 
Hunger Games, Twilight and The Hobbit 
followed suit. As well, Psycho, Total Recall and 
Willy Wonka have all received the now-classic 
remake treatment with varying degrees of 
success.

On March 23, the movie 
Midnight Sun was released. It 
is a teen love story featuring 
a girl with a degenerative 
disease. Sound familiar? 
Maybe a little like The Fault 
in Our Stars?

Protagonist Katie’s 
(Bella Thorne) condition 
“xeroderma pigmentosum” 
renders excessive sunlight 
lethal to her, so she only 
leaves her house at night to 
play guitar. She eventually 
encounters her crush Charlie 
(Patrick Schwarzenegger), who she has 
admired from her house for years, and they go 
on nighttime excursions during the summer. 
However, as her condition worsens, Katie 
confronts the issue of maintaining an ordinary 
life with Charlie as well as her well-being.

Before people denounce the film as 
copying the Fault in Our Stars or even 2017’s 
Everything, Everything, they should know 
what actor Patrick Schwarzenegger said when 
I asked him about what differentiates it from 
its teen-targeted peers when he was in town 
during The Arnold. First, he deemed the 
protagonist’s limiting condition a novel twist.

Schwarzenegger said, “Charlie brings [the 
protagonist] out of a life of isolation . . . and 
gets to see her embark on [a] beautiful journey 

that she’s never been able to experience.” 
According to him, the movie is “not just an 
ordinary love story; it’s one that deals with 
someone who has this disease, pulling her out 
of that life, [and] allowing her to see the open 
world and really have a chance at life.”

Yes, Schwarzenegger will naturally speak 
favorably of a movie he acts in, but how many 
have heard of the condition “xp” or seen it 
incorporated into a love story? Even if the 
film potentially borrows concepts from The 

Fault in Our Stars, is it really 
an issue if it can capitalize on 
them with a fresh take? Before 
The Incredibles, there was the 
incredibly similar Fantastic 
Four, yet no one seems to 
mind the former. Furthermore, 
Everything, Everything adapted 
its plot from a 2015 book, 
while Midnight Sun lends credit 
to a 2006 Japanese film of the 
same name.

However, the Rotten 
Tomatoes score sits at 17 
percent, and the review 
below it notes that the film is 

“unfortunately distinguished by its offensively 
inaccurate portrayal of a real-life disease.” Still, 
people should recognize these responses came 
from critics; audiences gave it a 50 percent 
on Rotten Tomatoes and a 4.7 on Metacritic. 
Even 92 percent of Google users liked it 
(although they didn’t necessarily see it).

Furthermore, this criticism supports 
that the movie at least distinguishes itself. 
This, in combination with some audience 
members enjoying it, should bring one to at 
least consider the film, and students looking 
for a “cheesy” (in the words of one favorable 
critic) and potentially emotional experience 
can keep this one in mind. Do you really 
want to watch Black Panther for the fifth 
time, anyway? 

It’s hard to describe the feeling 
that accompanied me waiting 
for the metro train in the early 

hours of the morning in Washington, 
D.C., preparing to attend a march 
in which hundreds of thousands of 
people were expected to fight for 
their safety. Stop after stop, my 
mind was racing with the different 
thoughts of how it would turn out. 
Would we be met with opposition? 
Were we actively putting ourselves 
into danger by being here? It was 
only when I stepped out of the metro 
station at 10 a.m., two hours before 
the march was slated to start, that 
I realized the full potential of the 
movement. Thousands of students, 
parents, grandparents and everyone 

in between had already 
begun to flood the 
streets. Survivors 
of the most deadly 

mass shootings 
in America stood 

together with 
students in solidarity 

toward a common 
cause: ending gun 

violence in our country. 
I walked away from the 
march absolutely sure of 
one thing: young people 

are taking charge of their 
futures and deciding to 

make a difference. 

A March for 
Change
BY CHARLOTTE JANES, ‘18

Spectators show signs of peace during Emma 
Gonzalez’s six minutes of silence.

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES

Does a good teen 
flick come only once 
in a blue moon?
Columnist discusses potential virtues of a 
familiar-feeling romantic movie

BY SAMMY BONASSO, 
‘20

OP/ED



Q: I don’t want to go to college or 
even a trade school. I hate the idea of 
having to make all these big decisions 
when I’ve just begun to figure out who 
I am. I’m barely an adult! Every time 
someone talks about college, it makes 
me feel like I’ll be making a huge 
mistake or that I’ll be a failure if I don’t 
go. I feel like I’ll lose no matter what I 
choose.
— Sad Grad

A:  You should really dig deep into why 
you don’t want to go. See if it would be 
worth it in regards to things you hope 
to accomplish. There are alternatives 

to attending a standard university as 
well, such as a two-year college or the 
military, or you could always take a gap 
year and decide later whether you wish 
to go back to school. You mentioned that 
you dislike the idea of having to make 
big decisions, but at this point in life, you 
have to. There’s no other way—whatever 
you do will be a big decision. But I don’t 
think that you will lose, whatever you 
decide. By now, you’ve most likely 
realized that UA is a cookie-cutter 
society, but at some point, people will 
notice that life is not as sweet as it’s cut 
out to be.

Q: How do you get involved in the 
newspaper club?
— New(s)bie

A: Arlingtonian is actually a co-curricular, 
student-run class that meets for one 
period every day. To become a member 
of the writing staff, you should take 
Journalism I and II, which are both 
semester-long prerequisites (business and 
art positions do not require these classes). 
The Arlingtonian staff is looking for 
creative-minded and motivated students 

who will contribute to our award-winning 
publication. If you’re interested in 
enrolling in any of the aforementioned 
courses, please meet with your counselor 
to alter your schedule for next year!

Q: Trying to get through high school is a 
challenge in itself, and it’s easy to forget 
that we shouldn’t try to rush through 
life and always be worried about the 
next thing. How can I make the most of 
high school while still keeping up with 
my schoolwork?
— H.S. Socialite

A: Creating a schedule for yourself is 
ultimately one of the best things you 
can do for yourself. Let yourself work on 
your schoolwork every day after school 
in order to keep up with material and 
deadlines. Break work up by class or the 
amount of time it will take to complete 
each subject. By aiming to complete most 
of your work during the week, you will 
free up some time during the weekend 
where you can go out with your friends 
and maintain the social life we are all 
struggling to hold. 

QUESTIONS EDITED FOR CLARITY

STAFF EDITORIAL

When we have a debate in our government or English 
classes, we are taught to respect each other’s 

viewpoints and add to the conversation. We build on each 
other’s ideas, and though we may disagree, we learn more 
about each other’s stances. However, on Twitter, we have 
seen the rise of a reactionary culture in which people insult 
each other rather than try to have a civil discourse.

Hidden behind the anonymity of a Twitter profile, it is easy 

to say the things that we would never dare say in public. Yet, 
as novelist C.S. Lewis once famously said, “Integrity is doing 
the right thing, even when no one is watching.” So, when you 
go on Twitter and see a Tweet talking about a perspective 
that you don’t agree with, rather than insult, ask questions. 
Try to understand why the person thinks that way and try to 
explain to them why you think opposite.

The responsibility of civility must be undertaken not 
only by the person commenting but also by the person who 
posted the Tweet. When someone asks you a question that 
challenges your opinion, rather than retort and accuse them 
of being ignorant, you should take the time to carefully 
respond. If you don’t have a reasoning behind your opinion, 
then you should reevaluate your beliefs and try to understand 
why it is that you think that way. 

In such a divided political time, where both the right and 
left are finding less and less common ground, it is especially 
important to take the time to restore civility not just in your 
classes but online. Twitter is an incredible tool, which when 
used properly, can be a way for us to communicate with 
people from all different backgrounds and beliefs. But, when 
we choose to live in a bubble and refuse to listen to those 
who challenge our views, that is when the discourse becomes 
less of a conversation and more of a war of insults. 

It is the responsibility of each and everyone of us to set 
the parameters of the discussion to be respectful, candid 
and thoughtful. 
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EDITORIAL CARTOON / KATIE ZHAO

Twitter Politics 
Online banter benefits from respect
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is celebrating 40 years as part 
of the Upper Arlington Community!

We are currently looking for a dynamic person with 
social media skills to work as an intern.  
Contact steve@galleryartcenter.com or call 614-442-1109

Stop in and mention our 40 year Anniversary 
to receive 25% o� your next custom framing

!

!


