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“Go confidently in 
the direction of your 
dreams. Live the life 
you have imagined.”

 —Henry David Thoreau

CONGRATULATIONS,  
UARISE BARISTAS!

UARise 
Class of 2018

GOOD LUCK  
IN ALL YOU DO.

Madison Wright, Jacob Watts, Marissa DiBenedetto,  
Tyler Hileman, Caroline Brown, Mustapha Ballouz, Jenna Kilbourne
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Arlingtonian is a student-produced 
newsmagazine published approximately 
every four weeks by the Journalism III-A 
students at Upper Arlington High School. 
The publication has been established as a 
public forum for student expression and 
for the discussion of issues of concern 
to its audience. It will not be reviewed 
or restrained by school officials prior to 
publication or distribution.

Since Arlingtonian is a forum for student 
expression, the editorial board, which 
consists of the staff’s editors, will determine 
the content of the newsmagazine and all 
unsigned editorials; therefore, material 
may not necessarily reflect the opinions or 
policies of Upper Arlington school officials. 

The views stated in editorials represent 
that of a majority of the editorial board. No 
single member of the editorial board can 
be held responsible for editorial content 
decisions. Signed columns or reviews 
represent only the opinion of the author.

Arlingtonian welcomes letters to the 
editor, guest columns and news releases 
from faculty, administrators, community 
residents, students and the general public. 

The Arlingtonian editorial board reserves 
the right to withhold a letter or column 
and return it for more information if it 
determines the piece contains items of 
unprotected speech as defined by this policy. 

As a public forum, all letters and columns 
meeting the above criteria will be posted in 
full on the Arlingtonian web site at www.
arlingtonian.com for a minimum of four 
weeks. Arlingtonian and its staff will strive 
to publish only legally protected speech 
following the legal definitions for libel, 
obscenity and invasion of privacy. 

The staff will also refrain from printing 
stories that create a material disruption of 
school activities. Because the Arlingtonian 
staff will determine content of the 
publication, it will therefore also take 
complete legal and financial responsibility 
for what is printed. Arlingtonian will not 
avoid publishing a story solely on the basis of 
possible dissent or controversy.

The Arlingtonian staff raises and pays 
all printing and production costs through 
advertising sales, donations and fundraisers.

The editor or co-editors shall interpret and 
enforce this editorial policy.

Thank you to our Donors!
Arlingtonian is provided free to all students and staff with  
contributions from the generous people and businesses below

Arlingtonian Editorial Policy

from the 
EDITOR:

HI, GOLDEN BEARS!

So, I made it. Well, we made it, class of 2018. 
Let’s take a trip back to the beginning. Ms. 
Bouden would stick googly eyes on puff 

balls and call them warm fuzzies and we thought 
they were our friends. From warm fuzzies we 
graduated to running mini mall or J.A. Biztown. We 
graduated from playing grocery with little plastic 
cash registers to working actual minimum wage jobs. 
We graduated from Tamagotchis to iPod nanos, 
then from iPods to iPhones. We graduated from 
wishing we were teenagers to actually living through 
four years of high school, and now, we’re actually 
graduating. 

I remember when I thought I was grown up for 
getting my ears pierced in fifth grade, then I thought 
I was grown up for being able to walk ten yards 
from Jones Middle School to Rachel’s during lunch, 
then I was grown up for being allowed to stay home 
alone with my brother. Looking back that all seems 
silly because I’ve “grown up” even more since then 
and it was ridiculous to ever think I’d made it to the 
finish line at any point in time. And now I feel sort 
of grown up because I’m graduating high school and 

I wish I wasn’t so anxious to grow up all those times 
before because the longer you “grow up” the more 
challenging life gets. Warm fuzzies and indoor recess 
and J.A. Biztown are all sitting in a glass case in the 
back of my memory but a little piece of me longs to 
have them back, if just for a day. 

We’re ready to move up and on my graduating 
friends, and I likely won’t see many of you again. 
I’d like to say thank you for all the silly childhood 
memories, for getting older alongside me. I know 
you’ll all go on to do amazing things. 

As for growing up, I don’t think we’ll ever 
cross that finish line. As long as that little piece of 
childhood nostalgia remains in us, we’ll always find 
a way to revive the child in us, letting it peak out 
in the most innocent, simplistic moments of our 
“adult” lives. 

Abby Gray
EDITOR IN CHIEF

As the class of 2018 
prepares to graduate, 
editor discusses 
‘growing up’

GOLDEN BEAR

DIAMOND
Carol Hemmerly

PLATINUM
The Mitchell Family
Terry & Teresa Thompson

GOLD
Anonymous
Caswell Family
Liz Schooley

SILVER
Anita DiPasquale  (Piccinni)
Anonymous (4)
Beth C. Ryan

Bob & Mary Kay Fenner 
Debra Hadley
Keith & Bonnie Wild
Susan & Bret Hosket
The Backiewicz Family 
The Ford Family
Tim Jones & Michele Bugh

BRONZE
Adam Wall
Anonymous (10)
Ben Hobson
Cindy Hall
Connie Leal Ballenger
Heather Smith
Jane Pultz
Jenny Kizer
Jill & Brandon Evans
Kim & Mike Whitman

Maritza Sirvent
Panos Davayios
Susan Murray
The Mazzatern Family
The Weeks Family

ABOUT OUR 
DONORS
Donation levels indicate 

the gift category of the 
donation:  
Golden Bear: $300+,  
Diamond: $200,  
Platinum: $100,  
Gold: $50,  
Silver: $25,  
Bronze: $10. 

Golden Bear, Diamond and 
Platinum contributions 
are listed in all remaining 

issues for that school year. 
Other donations are listed 
in the issue following the 
donation.

DONATE TO 
ARLINGTONIAN
We accept donations 

throughout the school year. 
To find out more, go to: 
www.arlingtonian.com/
donate
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THE TREMONT 
IMMIGRATION UNIT

Tremont fourth-graders are given 
an experience to learn about 
immigration and naturalization

This year, a new unit on immigration was 
developed by fourth-grade teachers at 

Tremont Elementary School to encourage 
discussions and thinking about what it is 
like to be a new face in a new place. 

The unit started with a lesson that is 
conducted by a teacher who only speaks 
Chinese to show students what it might 
be like to be in a new school taught while 
being taught in a foreign language. Then, 
students read books about people who 
have immigrated and end the unit by 
attending a naturalization ceremony of 
immigrants at the Federal Courthouse in 
downtown Columbus. 

Kristin McClellan, a teacher at 
Tremont and one of the developers of 
the immigration unit said that the project 
started due to the high number of ESL 
students at Tremont.

“I wanted to do a service project to 
help the many ESL students at Tremont. 
I originally started with an ESL project 
that would have students practicing 
informational writing,” McClellan said. “At 
the same time, I heard about field trips to 
a naturalization ceremony and the two just 
clicked.”

McClellan said that she thinks students 
have gained a deeper appreciation for what 
it means to be naturalized and hopes to 
continue the program for the coming years.

“The students loved the project and I 
hope we can continue to grow the unit each 
year,” McClellan said. “The parents have 
loved the trip as well.”

BY DYLAN CARLSON SIRVENT, ’19

A new unit on immigration being developed by 
fourth-grade teachers at Tremont Elementary 
School has students thinking about what it’s like to 
be a new face in a new place.

PHOTO COURTESY KRISTIN MCCLELLAN The Columbus Crew has been facing relocation 
since the fall of 2017, if it goes through, the team 
will be moved to Austin, TX.

PHOTO COURTESY USA TODAY

THE COLUMBUS CREW 
CONCERNS

Recent legal events with the local 
MLS team give Columbus another 
chance to buy their rights

RFollowing the Fall 2017 shock of 
Columbus Crew owner, Anthony 

Precourt, announcing his plan to move the 
team to Austin, TX, the city of Columbus 
retaliated to attempt to keep the soccer 
team here.

Ohio attorney general, Mike DeWine, 
and the city of Columbus recently sued MLS 
and Precourt Sports Venture (PSV) in March 
saying they violated the 1996 legislation 
that the owner of a sports team can’t move 
their team if they use tax-funded facilities 
(ex. stadiums, parking lots, etc.) without 
giving a six-month’s notice. On April 20, 
however, they dismissed the lawsuit, 
due to PSV and MLS citing the motion as 
unconstitutional. 

Prior to the actual lawsuit, DeWine had 
threatened PSV back in October when 
the relocation announcement was first 
made. The time between the threat and 
the lawsuit saw no definite action that 
would dictate the Crew’s home for the 2019 
season. 

When the lawsuit was filed, it was in 
hopes to give the Crew time to be bought 
out by local business owners to keep the 
team in Columbus. By April, the lawsuit was 
seen as unconstitutional due to misnaming 
the owner of the Crew — the lawsuit 
claimed MLS as the owner of the team 
instead of Precourt, but both were being 
sued — as well as supposed discrimination 
against out-of-state residents and 
conduction of interstate commerce, 
according to ESPN. 

ABC6 reported at the end of April 
that MLS and PSV did in fact meet with 
local investors willing to buy the Crew 

to keep them in Columbus (the name of 
the investors was not given). An affidavit 
from March revealed that “MLS officials 
met with potential local investors in 
Columbus… more recently, counsel for 
MLS contacted counsel for the Attorney 
General to reiterate its willingness to talk 
to interested bidders.”

As of now, the whereabouts of the 
Crew for the 2019 season is still unknown 
to everyone involved. Talks between MLS, 
PSV and the cities of Columbus and Austin 
will continue. 

BY ALLY MELNIK, ’18

“Calm in the Courtyard” took place on May 2. 
The event allowed students to de-stress through 
breathing and stretching exercises outside of the 
building. 

PHOTO COURTESY LIZ HUGHES VIA SCHOOLOGY

THE ‘ZEN’ PROGRAM

‘Urban Zen’ gives students a 
chance to unwind 

Urban Zen which was first introduced to 
UAHS during Idea Day is now offered 

for 20 minutes during both lunch periods 
every Tuesday and Friday. 

Senior Cindy Tang said that she 
encourages students to go to Urban Zen to 
take a much-needed break from the stress 
of school.

“It’s important to feel a sense of 
relaxation and to take care of yourself 
mentally and physically during the school 
day,” Tang said. “After the last session that 
I did I felt like my breathing was slowed 
down, my heart rate was better and I felt 
calmer for the rest of the day.”

Urban Zen consists of breathing and 
stretching exercises, and one can use 
essential oils that Tang described as 
“smell[ing] really nice.” 

The program was brought to UAHS by 
Sabrina Walters, a teacher at Windermere 
who has been taking a year off, to give 
students a chance to “de-stress and ... take 
care of themselves,” Tang said.

BY DYLAN CARLSON SIRVENT , ’19

IN BRIEF
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THE ‘FIRST’ ROBOTICS 
PROGRAM

UAHS Robotics team competes in 
international competition 

Despite being less than a year old, the 
UAHS FIRST Robotics program qualified 

this year for the international FIRST Robotics 
competition in Detroit, MI. A team of 18 
student builders and programmers attended 
the event running from April 24 to April 28.

Sophomore Audrey Strickling, FIRST 
Robotics founder and captain, said receiving 
a ticket to the world competition was a 
welcomed surprise. The team had planned 
only to attend one regional competition 
involving an intensive six-week, nine-hours-
per-week time period to build the robot.

“You’re given a pack of guidelines and 
an idea of what the field looks like at the 
beginning of the six weeks,” Strickling said. 
“Then, you are to fabricate a robot that 
follows all those standards and make sure 
your robot can complete the task they’re 
asking for.”

This year, tasks for the robot included 
picking up cubes, placing them in a scale and 
climbing a 7-foot tower.

“It’s like a video game setup,” Strickling 
said. “When you get to competition, you’re 
paired with two other teams, and you work 
together to play offense and defense and 
score the most points.”

On March 31, UAHS placed 34th out of 55 
teams at the regional competition, far from 
the top spot guaranteed to enter the world 
competition but an overall success for a first-
year team. Rather, the FIRST Robotics team 
won the Rookie All-Star Award, a prize for the 
most well-established newbie program.

“We competed with about ten other 
teams at the regional that were also first-year 
teams. A lot of them had very good robots, 
but we have a very good program,” Strickling 
said. “We’re very sustainable. We fundraise a 
lot: we fundraised $34,000 this year.”

At the world competition, the UAHS 

team competed alongside around 600 others 
around the world. Despite not moving past 
the qualification rounds, Strickling said the 
experience was very rewarding.

“Our main goal from Worlds [was] to learn 
as much about different programs as we 
[could] in order to be successful. We [wanted] 
learn how they fundraise, how they do 
outreach programs,” Strickling said.

Junior Angela Li joined after hearing the 
team needed students who code.

“We programmed the robot to respond 
to the joystick,” Li said. “Some of my 
teammates programmed the autonomous 
period because in the beginning of the 
competition, it needs to be able to drive 
across a certain distance.”

Li went into the world competition hoping 
for a good experience.

“It’s definitely been difficult ... but it’s also 
been extremely worth it. Because despite all 
the struggles, we [pushed] through, and now 
[we’ve gone] to the world competition.”

Overall, Strickling said the first year of 
FIRST Robotics was an amazing experience.

“It’s definitely a lot more of a time 
commitment than everyone thought, but 
you’re learning learning business skills, you’re 
learning engineering skills,” Strickling said. 
“I’ve learned so much.”

BY SOPHIE YANG, ’19

The “Bearbots” were awarded the Buckeye 
Regional Rookie All-star award on March 31. 

PHOTO COURTESY UAHS FIRST ROBOTICS VIA TWITTER

Ohio citizens were given the opportunity to vote 
for Issue 1, an amendment that would regulate 
congressional redistricting, on May 8.

PHOTO COURTESY LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS OF OHIO

THE GERRY-MANDERED 
STATE OF OHIO

Bipartisan legislation regarding 
congressional redistricting passes

Ohio Issue 1, the Congressional 
Redistricting Procedures Amendment, 

was on the May 8 ballot as a legislatively 
referred constitutional amendment. This 
measure was approved by roughly 75 percent 
of voters. 

Currently, the Ohio General Assembly 
draws new congressional districts lines every 
10 years. This process gives the majority 

political party more influence in drawing the 
congressional lines. 

In 2011, Republican state lawmakers — 
with the assistance of party consultants 
— created Ohio’s districts consisting of 12 
Republican districts and only 4 Democratic 
districts. As a result, Ohio is considered 
among the most gerrymandered maps in the 
country.

Issue 1 was the only statewide ballot on 
the 2018 Primary Election ballot. Common 
Cause, a group that focuses on providing a 
bipartisan democracy, previously pushed 
ballot issues on redistricting in 2005 and 2012, 
but both failed. However, in 2015, Catherine 
Turcer, the Executive Director for Common 
Cause Ohio and an expert on redistricting 
reform, finally found success when voters 
approved a bipartisan commission developed 
with state lawmakers to redraw Ohio House 
and Ohio Senate districts.

Issue 1 received support from both 
Republicans and Democratics striving to 
achieve the goal of bipartisanship. Republican 
state senator Matt Huffman was one of many 
legislators who supports Issue 1.

“I think it largely enshrines the process 
that we have,” Huffman said. “It still leaves 
it in the hands of the majority party in the 
legislature, because people elected the 
majority party to make these decisions. But it 
also enshrines the concept of minority rights.”

With the approval of Issue 1, the 
redistricting process in Ohio will experience 
major changes. The measure requires 
the state legislature to adopt a 10-year 
congressional redistricting plan with 60 
percent of members in each chamber voting 
in favor and 50 percent of Republicans and 
50 percent of Democrats voting in favor. 
If the state legislature would fail to meet 
this criteria, then the seven-member Ohio 
Redistricting Commission, established via 
Issue 1 in 2015, would get a chance to adopt a 
10-year congressional redistricting plan, with 
support from at least two members of the 
minority party.

If the first two options fail to meet 
the requirements, the process would be 
handed back to the state legislature, yet 
bipartisanship would still be necessary to pass 
a map — at least one-third of each party’s 
members would have to vote in its favor and 
it must receive the governor’s signature. The 
final option would result in the legislature 
adopting a plan through a simple majority 
vote, with no bipartisan vote requirement but 
stricter criteria, and with the plan lasting two 
general election cycles (four years), rather 
than 10 years.

Since redistricting occurs during every 
decennial U.S. Census, Issue 1 will take 
effect on January 1, 2021, and apply to 
congressional redistricting following the 2020 
U.S. Census. 

BY ZACH BACKIEWICZ, ’19

IN BRIEF
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New extension installed 
on students’ laptops 
prompts questions  

BY KATIE ZHAO AND  
KATHERINE DOMINEK, ’19

I t seems like something out of a 
dystopian novel: one day you open 
Google Chrome and a new landing 

page pops up, and a curious, blue 
extension appears next to the search bar. 

This odd new extension is called 
“ClassLink OneClick,” and according to 
its website, the tool “solves the problem 
of too many passwords, and too many 
files scattered about.” The website also 
claims the application is a “one click 
single sign-on solution that gives students 
access to everything they need to learn, 
anywhere, with just one password.”

The web-based application is a 

secure dock for education-based 
websites that require students to use 
separate passwords. By streamlining 
login processes, ClassLink is marketed 
as a way to save instructional time in 
the classroom.

However, the district has hopes of 
using this tool to track resources instead 
of a way to manage time spent in lessons. 

“From an administrative viewpoint 
when students and staff use ClassLink to 
access school resources, we can monitor 
the usage of these resources [to receive] 
data for purchasing, spending and [their] 
impact on teaching and learning,” Denise 
Lutz, UA’s Chief Technology Officer, said. 

The ClassLink OneClick extension, 
which was installed on district devices in 
April, enables ClassLink to save passwords 
for individual sites. 

While Lutz denied that other parties 
will be able to access data through the 
OneClick extension, the ClassLink website 

does provide that it “gives developers the 
ability to access identity and other data 
related to users on [the] platform.”

While UA has had ClassLink for 2 
years, it’s too early to tell what impact 
it will have on the technology program 
as it has not been well used in the past. 
Use will eventually be encouraged in 
classrooms. Lutz hopes that students 
will find the tool to be useful and time-
effective. 

The Mysterious Chrome Extension

PHOTO COURTESY UA SCHOOLS AND CLASSLINK 

City 
Council Gun 
Resolution
Local council members 
approve request for 
common sense gun laws

BY KATHERINE DOMINEK, ’19

The Upper Arlington City Council 
unanimously passed a gun 
resolution on Apr. 23, urging 

the Ohio General Assembly to consider 
common sense gun legislation.

 Juniors Dylan Carlson Sirvent and 
Kota Wharton addressed the council after 
the decision.

Wharton declared that the next step 
after the passage of the resolution would be 
the formation of a petition in support of 
allowing Ohio municipalities to establish 
individual firearm regulations through 
home rule, which is not currently in place.

Carlson praised the initiative claiming 
that, “[citizens] can impact change through 
local democracy” by voicing opinions.

The resolution encourages the General 
Assembly to view gun issues as a public 
health affair, and consider restrictions 
including “raising the age for purchase, 
adding restrictions to include universal 
background checks ... permanently disallow 
the purchase of guns for persons convicted 
of certain misdemeanor offenses including 
but not limited to domestic violence and 
felony offenses, disallow the purchase of 
weapons by individuals that may pose a 
danger to themselves or others [and] closing 

the gun show loop hole found under 
current laws.”

On May 3, Carlson, along with juniors 
Clare Driscoll, Cam Keller, Kelly Haddow 
and senior Sophia Reisman met with 
Representative Steve Stivers, to discuss 
bipartisanship and actions that could be 
made in the U.S. House to promote further 
gun reform.

Stivers, a Republican, has served in the 
House since 2011. His 2010 congressional 
campaign was endorsed by the National 
Rifle Association Political Victory Fund and 
the NRA last gave him an “A” rating.

Recently, Stivers has been working towards 
House bipartisanship, by creating the the 
Congressional Civility and Respect Caucus 
with Congresswoman Joyce Beatty. 

Juniors Shelly Rogers, Dylan Carlson Sirvent and 
Kelly Haddow at the April 23 city council meeting.

PHOTO COURTEST UAHS WALKOUT VIA TWITTER

Students met with Representative Steve Stivers to 
discuss U.S. House actions toward gun reform.

PHOTO COURTEST UAHS WALKOUT VIA TWITTER
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100 Points to UA

The 2017-18 season was one of 
remarkable athletic achievement 
for UAHS. With the end of the 

spring season looming, here are some 
of this year’s stand-out UA athletes and 
coaches.  

 SENIOR DANE GOODWIN,  
BOYS BASKETBALL

Goodwin’s decorated career for the 
Golden Bears ended with one of the best 
seasons in school history, becoming the 
first from Upper Arlington to win either 
the Mr. Ohio Basketball award or the 
Gatorade Ohio Player of the Year Award. 
Mr. Ohio Basketball has been given out 
since 1989, and previous winners include 
current NBA players Luke Kennard, Trey 
Burke and LeBron James.

Goodwin felt honored to receive 
both of these awards following his senior 
season.

“I’m humbled to receive both awards 
as it’s been a long process through the 
last four years or so, and to finally 
get those awards was very rewarding,” 
Goodwin said.

Goodwin averaged 23.9 points and 
9.6 rebounds per game in 23 games this 
year. He ends his career with the Golden 
Bears as the all-time leader in points and 
rebounds. He’ll continue his athletic 
career next year at the University of 
Notre Dame.

HEAD COACH WENDY PINTA,  
GIRLS LACROSSE 

Pinta is one of the most decorated high 
school lacrosse coaches in the country. 
Since being named the coach of the girl’s 
lacrosse team in 1992, she has won six state 
championships and was inducted into the 
Ohio Lacrosse Hall of Fame in 2009. In 
January, she was named the National Girl’s 
Lacrosse Head Coach of the Year by the 
National Federation of State High School 
Associations.

Currently, Pinta is trying to lead her 
lacrosse team to a fourth straight state 
championship.

JUNIOR BEN KRIMM, FOOTBALL
Krimm was recognized as the best punter 

in Division I for his efforts this year, being 
named to first team all-state. He was joined 
by senior linebacker Dante Landolfi on the 
all-state teams this year. Krimm is the first 
punter from UA since George Stegmiller in 
1997 to be named to the first team.

SOPHOMORE ADRIENNE 
WACHTMAN, TRACK & FIELD

Wachtman competes in shot 
put, discus, and high jump in track. 
Wachtman has performed well in all 
three events and is hoping to make 
regionals for each event.

“With the OCC meet [on May 9 and 
10], I’m hoping to make it to regionals 
for all of my events. I’m taking things 
one step at a time,” Wachtman said.

Wachtman, who made regionals last 
year after throwing a personal-best of 
116’6” in discus at districts, also has 
personal records of 35’2” in shot put and 
5’3” in high jump. 

SENIOR DAKOTA ELLIOTT,  
GIRLS SWIMMING

Elliott finished off her career on the 
swim team with the state championship 
in the 200 yard IM event, her second 
consecutive champhionship in this 
event. She also walked away with a 
second place finish in the 500 yard 
freestyle this year.

This wasn’t Elliott’s first taste of gold 
on the Upper Arlington swim team. She 
also won gold in the 200 yard medley 
relay in 2017 along with current seniors 
Kendra Sheehan and Hannah Caldwell, 
and they hold the state record at 1:41:88 
in the relay. 

Elliott said going out with with 
back-to-back titles in the 200 IM was a 
fantastic feeling.

“It was really special this year because 
I felt there was even more competition 
in the event than last year. I definitely 
wanted to go out and leave nothing 
behind because this was my last time 
ever swimming at the high school,” 
Elliott said.

She also competed on the water polo 
team, who advanced to the state final this 
season before losing 10-9 to Napoleon 
High School. Elliott scored three goals 
in that game. The water polo team had 
their streak of three consecutive state 
championships snapped.

Elliott also won gold in the 400 
yard freestyle relay in 2017, the 200 
yard freestyle in 2016 and the 200 
yard medley relay in 2015. Elliott will 
continue her swimming career next year 
at the University of Pittsburgh. 

PHOTO COURTESY CAROL DRAKE

PHOTO COURTESY THIS WEEK NEWS

From national awards to regional meets, Bears achieve athletic excellence
BY WILL PRICE, ’18

PHOTO COURTESY THIS WEEK NEWS
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Spring sports teams finish off their seasons  
with senior nights and winning games

PHOTO BY GRACE HOUSER

PHOTO BY GRACE CALL

ATHLETESin action

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES

▶ GIRLS LACROSSE: Senior Lauren Farber runs alongside 
a Dublin Celtics opponent on May 8. The Bears finished off 
their senior night game with a win and a score of 13-2.

◢ BASEBALL: Junior Ethan Hammerburg gets ready to 
bat during a game on May 2. The Bears left with a win and a 
score of 12-11. 

▼ GIRLS TRACK: Senior Emma Zid runs in front of an 
opponent from Pickerington North during a meet on May 5. 
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PHOTO BY GRACE HOUSER

PHOTO BY GRACE HOUSER

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES

▲ BOYS TENNIS: Junior Chip Dunn plays a match 
against Thomas Worthington on May 8. The Bears 
walked away with a winning score of 3-0.

▲▲ SOFTBALL: Kaylee Ballou bats during a game 
on May 2. The Bears finished with a winning score of 
13-3 against the rival team of Dublin Coffman.

◀ BOYS VOLLEYBALL: Senior Blake Swingle spikes 
the ball onto Pickerington Central’s side of the court 
during senior night on May 8. The Bears had a great 
student section turnout for their final home game.
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Steven C. Dornbusch
P I A N O  S T U D I O

Piano instruction for all ages & all levels.

614 • 457 • 5495
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As their time as students at 
Upper Arlington High School 
comes to an end, seniors recall 
their favorite memories from 

the past four years

senior class of 2018
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My favorite high school memory was junior year spring 
break. Zanovia Criss and I were the only people I knew that 
didn’t go anywhere, so we had a four day sleepover where 
we saw only each other. We started making these fake vlogs 
on Zanovia’s SnapChat, and it was basically just to annoy 
people. She ended up losing all of her SnapChat followers 
because of these “vlogs,” and at the end of the night we got 
in the biggest fight of our entire friendship about whether 
or not you can pass people on the left side on a pedestrain 
street, which is kind of funny because that’s the biggest 
fight of our entire friendship which has been from freshman 
year until now. 

Sophia Reisman

My favorite memory of high school was the trip to Scotland 
I went on with my boys Spencer and Kevin and my favorite 
teacher Mr. Chandler. It was an awesome experience to travel 
overseas for the first time with my best friends, to see the 
culture over there and have a good time. 

IMAGE COURTESY CALLAN PATEL

PHOTO COURTESY ZANOVIA CRISS

Callan Patel

PHOTO COURTESY CALLAN PATEL

Seniors Zanovia Criss and Sophia Reisman film a SnapChat video over 
spring break.

Seniors Kevin Chapman, Callan Patel and Spencer Cobb spend time together 
during their trip to Scotland.
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My favorite high school memory is last spring’s Scholastic 
National regatta. We had four races in a weekend and I 
remember that it was really tiring racing every time, but we 
always managed to barely make it into third place each time 
and were able to move on to the next round. We had been 
really cocky coming out of the first race, then we barely made 
it during the second race, so we were all so mad at each other. 
It was the most awkward dinner ever that night. But then we 
all slept on it and were fine the next morning because we’d 
realized that we wouldn’t have cared to be there with anyone 
else besides each other, because we were honestly the best 
boat you could put together. We raced hard that next day 
and ended up getting fifth overall, so we were ranked fifth in 
the nation as far as high school teams that day. It was insane 
because no UA boat had ever made it that far.

John Duhigg

On an orchestra trip, we were passing through a town 
in Ohio on our way to Toronto, and the bus started 
tilting. I was sleeping with headphones in, and I 
woke up to a bus on a ditch in a highway. We weren’t 
able to leave until the police showed up which was 
after about 45 minutes. The AC was also busted, so 
all of us were dying inside the bus. In the moment, I 
thought we were going to die, but when I think back 
on it, I start laughing. It was such a funny memory. 

Ameen Seck
PHOTO COURTESY  GAVIN ZHAO

PHOTO COURTESY JOHN DUHIGG

UA crew bears hold a boat over their heads at the Scholastic National Regatta.

UA orchestra students wait stranded on the side of the road after their bus 
driver drove into a ditch
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My favorite high school memory was the New York 
City choir trip during my junior year. It was the 
first time I’d been to the city that I could remember 
everything we did. All of the sightseeing that we got 
to do was awesome. The way we got closer together 
was amazing, and I met a lot of people that I usually 
wasn’t friends with before that. It was a lot of fun. 

My favorite high school memory is when I stayed 
in Paris during my sophomore year for about three 
months. I got to tour France and surrounding 
countries like England and Italy. I didn’t really learn 
how to speak French, but it was a lot of fun, and I 
came back loving Europe. 

Jesse Hamel

PHOTO COURTESY ADAM BOYER

PHOTO COURTESY JESSE HAMEL

Adam Boyer

Seniors Joe Spofforth, UA alum Oliver Bellamy, and seniors Adam Wade, Aidan 
Cooper, Josh Cole and Adam Boyer spend time in Central Park during their choir 
trip to New York City.

Jesse Hamel visited the Eiffel Tower during his time in Paris.
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My favorite high school memory was watching UA beat 
Coffman in basketball on their own court. It was so 
satisfying to beat them after all of the Twitter hate that was 
going on between UA and Coffman before hand. It was a 
great moment to have pride in my school and to celebrate 
UA and our basketball team.

My favorite high school memory is when I went to 
Adros, Bahamas. While we were there, we spent a 
lot of time in the ocean looking at fish. One time, 
Mandy Mazzaferri and I went snorkeling. We saw a 
great barracuda, and we thought it was a shark. It was 
so scary, and we swam away so fast—we couldn’t stop 
swimming, and we thought we were going to drown. 
But looking back, it was a funny moment and a good 
memory. 

IMAGE COURTESY JAIMIE HOLDEN

PHOTOS COURTESY LIZZIE BLUNK

Jaimie Holden

Sarah Dabbs

Sammy Sass dribbles the basketball during Upper Arlington’s game against 
Dublin Coffman.

Jaimie Holden and Mandy Mazzaferri pose in front of the ocean during their trip 
to the Bahamas.
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One day, Addie Mitiska, Erin Preston and I went to 
McDonalds for lunch and Addie Mitiska almost hit a 
random guy with her car. When we got to McDonalds, 
we were pretty slap-happy because it turned out the 
employee was the dude she almost hit. Then, Erin 
Preston ordered and modestly consumed 20 chicken 
nuggets.

Ben Hobson 

IMAGE COURTESY WIKIPEDIA COMMONS

My favorite high school memory is when I went to 
the International Science and Engineering Fair in 
California. While we were there, Intel closed down the 
entire Universal Studios area and paid for all of our 
food and park tickets, so all 1700 “ISEFers,” and had 
a blast the entire day. 

Minjue Wu

PHOTO COURTESY MINJUE WU

Minjue Wu stands in front of a statue at Universal Studios during her time at the 
International Science and Engineering Fair.
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“It does not do well to dwell on dreams and forget to live.”
—Albus Dumbledore, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone

My favorite memory from high school is being tennis 
team captain. It was so much fun getting to know the 
freshmen on the team and being able to plan a bunch 
of events for team bonding. For example, we planned 
an escape room, so we all went to an escape room in 
Grandview and we ended up getting out just in time. 
It was such a fun experience. 

PHOTO COURTESY LILY GOLDBERG 

Lily Goldberg 

Girls tennis captains Masha Manilchuk, Evelyn Holman and Lily Goldberg pose 
for a picture after a match.
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American University
Sam Davis
Jesse Hammel
Thomas Herzog

Amherst College
Caitlin Walker

Arizona State University
Mary Easton
Kaitlyn Kincaid
Finn McCarthy
Jake Southworth

Ashland University
Brandon Horsley

Aveda Institute Columbus
Maia Reger

Baldwin Wallace University
Jimmy Contakis

Baylor University
Vivi Roach

Belmont Abbey College
Gage Giller

Bloomsburg University
Emma Van Arsdale

Boston College
Will Redmond

Bowling Green State 
University
Robert Dool
John German
Olivia Piotrowski

Bryn Mawr College
Margaret Morris

Butler University
Ellen Flowers
Nicole Klisares
Abby Wild

Capital University
AJ Cleveland
Dakota DeStefano
AJ McKitrick
Molly Wagner

Carnegie Mellon University
Claire Schuler

Case Western Reserve 
University
Everett Will

Catawba College
Morgan Harrison

Claremont McKenna 
College
Garegin Soghomonyan

Coastal Carolina University
Amanda Ventresca

Colorado School of Mines
Nico Slattery

Colorado State University
Blake Showe

Columbia College Chicago
Caley Mulligan
John Weimer

Class of 2018 reveals plans for the future COMPILED BY KATIE CHONG, ‘18

Columbia University
Dante Landolfi
Mark Malkin

Columbus College of Art 
and Design
William He

Columbus State Community 
College
Josie Blackwell
Margret Cherry
Katelyn Couri
Michael Crosby
Marissa DiBenedetto
Chloe Freitas
Emma Gipe
Ava Henson
Skyler Hunt
Louis Hutchinson
Charlotte Janes
Erica Janes
Ali Koeneman
Thomas Krack
Jack Levering
Juan Mercado Loya
Lydia Miller
Sarah Mousa
Griffith Pryce
Jacoby Ryan
Dani Scaperoth
Makszi Schnupp
Jacob Watts
Madison Wright
John Yandem

Cornell University
Magnus Saebo
Alex Zheng

Dartmouth College
Sangyoon Lee
Charlie Little

Denison University
Matt Hoke
Emily Ji
Amelia Keefer
Nik Schickram
Adam Wade

DePaul University
Ben Hay
Lily Nelson

DePauw University
Abigail Morris

Eckerd College
Elliot Jones

Florida Southern College
Brenna Smith

Florida State University
Harry Baker

Fordham University
Aidan Cooper
Erin Rosen

Furman University
Lauren Farber

Georgetown College
Austen Sawyer

Groove U
Dominic Pishotti

Heidelberg University
Kassidy Mason

High Point University
Lillian Hoffman

Hobart Institute of Welding 
Technology
Blake Swingle

Hofstra University
Julia Biever

Indiana University
Brianna Barrett
Andrew Hayek
Connor McNary
Ally Melnik
Tom Weimer

James Madison University
Meredith Moser

John Carroll University
Ruby Durakovic

Kent State University
Megan Kozar
Madeline Mead
Erin Preston

Kenyon College
Noah Amsterdam
Katie Brown
Grace Peterson

Louisiana State University
Graham Overcash

Loyola University Chicago
Clara Fix
Matt Marsh
Ethan Matyac
Sophia Reisman

Marshall University
Audrey Blue

Massachusetts College of 
Art and Design
Sarah Garzon

Mercer University
Kileigh Casey

Miami University
Katherine Arend
Andrew Baumgartner
Hannah Caldwell
Erin Chapin
Kevin Chapman
Sam DeCapua
Michael Devine
Lillian Gauer
Nina Gollapudy
Will Grabovac

Thomas Harper
Avery Heath
Kyle Hench
Peter Hoffmann
Andrew Hoke
Mary Jeffers
Jack Krauss
Lola Kroll
Sydney Lowe
Bryce Martyn
Olivia Owens
Ameen Seck
Lauren Sengelmann
Amanda Shroyer
Brooke Smith
MiKenzie Trout
Madsy Tzagournis
Daniela Wainfor
Robby Weideling

Michigan State University
Josh Adams

Montana State University
Brock Curtis

Muskingum University
Caitlin Lyle

New College of Florida
Gaby Ott

North Carolina State 
University
Lydia Underwood

Northwestern University
Cole Tingley

Ohio Dominican University
Luke Bailey

Ohio Northern University
Nate Skidmore

Ohio University
Jackson Bergdoll
Nicholas Bessignano
Lizzie Blunk
Jenna Bowers
Morgan Brewer
Callie Burton
Nick Chieffo
Harrison Cohn
Zanovia Criss
Bailey Devine
Kasey DeWalt
Jake Evans
Jordan Graver
Claire Hickman
Haley Housh

Colin Isenbarger
Nathan Kelley
Joe Kerstetter
Willem Krutilla
John Lawless
Savanna Limotta
Maggi Mattson
Max Medors
Ruby Miller
Will Price
Rachel Ryan
Kendra Sheehan
Katie Shrodes
Jack Stephens
Sara Viernes
Grant Watson
Joelle Wernick
Tyler Wulf
Emma Zid

Otterbein University
Nick Cipriano
Mary Drobny

Pennsylvania State 
University
Ruitong Chen

Point Park University
Haley Gillespie

Princeton University
Joshua Ku
Minjue Wu

Principia College
Spencer Cobb

Purdue University
Peter Cao
Rachael Feinberg
Victoria Wu

Queen’s University
Julia Hayes

Rhodes College
Megan Crouse
Joe Spofforth

Rice University
Gavin Voss

Rochester Institute of 
Technology
Timothy Frink
Adam Lint
Will Nilges

Saint Mary’s College
Ryleigh Hutson

“The world is full of wonderful things  you haven’t seen yet.” - JK Rowling
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San Diego State University
Olivia Cecutti
Courtney Kaparos

Santa Clara University
Will Dierker

Savannah College of Art and 
Design
Jackson Sloan

Sinclair College
Molly Schweitzer

Southeastern University
Anna Overmyer

Southern Methodist 
University
Alexia Callanan
Caroline Favret

Spring Hill College
Meredith Mimnaugh

Syracuse University
Avery Grow

Temple University
Margot Whipps

The Cleveland Institute of 
Music 
Anna Macintosh

The College of Wooster
Dexter Lewis
Dylan Lewis

The George Washington 
University
Clare Maves 

The Ohio State University
Brendon Abbeel
Chris Acock
Haven Angell-Perez
Jack Arnold
Aziz Ayyash
Sydney Badgeley 
Enzo Bergese
Gabe Bertke
Daniel Beyer
Adam Boyer
Julia Boyer
RC Brandes
Ryan Bridgeport
Leon Brodsky
Jason Buescher
Lucas Bugno
Mingqi Cai
Jake Carlin
John Castetter
Joey Casto
Josh Cole
Sarah Dabbs
Angelea Danes
Kira Deak
Gabe Dehlendorf
Emily de Jong
Hannah Dible
Charlie Diehl
Ted Dimitrov
Tommy Due
John Duhigg

Heba El-Hosseiny
Meg Elliott
Joey Eubank
Ryan Fisher
Tad Fisher
Chandler Frenken
William Gallagher
Sophie Gallucci
Elizabeth Geil
Lily Goldberg
Kate Gomez
Abby Gray
Josh Greve
Stephen Gunzelman
Katrina Hadley
Patrick Hall
Zoltan Hartmus
Sami Hidmi
Teddy Hill
Benjamin Hobson
Cannon Hoffman
Audrey Holman
Daniel Ibba
Lillian Johnson
Casey Jones
Anna Kalogeras
Jeffrey Kanel
Ava Keethler
Yara Khasawneh
Josh Lind
Daniel Liu
Lily Liu
Samuel Mahle
Masha Manilchuk
Mustafa Mattan
Sarah McOwen
Giacomo Melaragno
Minnah Mohamed
Riley Moran
Seth Morley
John Mulh
Sarah Murray
Hunter Neff
Johnny Nicoloulias
Jeremy O’Sullivan
Manny Pamulapati
Zachary Root
Kate Ross
Malaak Saleh
Lydia Schlatter
Madeleine Schumacher
Caroline Shafer
Kian Souayvixay
Ryan Stacy
Sam Stahler
Abigail Stewart
Jordyn Stone
Jack Studley
Tommy Switzer
Dugan Turnbull
Evan Turner
Josh Turner
Manny Tzagournis
Chris Von Visger
Jordan Watkins
Jason Wiltberger
Lydia Yahn

Griffin Young
Connie Yuan
Gaven Zou

The United States Air Force
Aaron Schieferstein

The University of Akron
Harrison Stein

The University of Alabama
Ben Brewster

The University of Arizona
Zoe Rigsby

The University of Chicago
Katie Chong
Jonathan Wang

The University of Kansas
Annie Nelson

The University of Maryland
Patrick Moser

The University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill
Will Robbins
Hannah Rose

The University of Tennessee
Katy Brown
Avery Clark
Taylor Jerman
Henry Ledman
Isabel Robeson
Nate Sells

The University of Texas at 
Austin
Youssef Negm

The University of Utah
Bobby Lynch

The University of Vermont
Joey Krouse

Tufts University
Drew Weisberg

Tulsa Welding School
Sean McConnell

University of California, 
Berkeley
Cindy Tang

University of Cincinnati
Alison Argento
Jon Baryluk
Zoe Bellot
Eme Cameron
Grace Clingan
Richard Coons
Ava Crawford
Ethan Fidler
Tyler Followell
Ashton Gaupp
Eddie Greenlee
Lynsey Jump
Kellan Jupp
Jared March
Aaron Markwood

Jack McHugh
Natalie Meredith
Andrew Pema
Rose Saalman
Andrew Shimp
Brock Thompson
Jenna Timmons
Mason Ward
Cameron Williams
Cason Williams

University of Colorado 
Boulder
Elizabeth Macintosh
Gwyneth Whitcomb

University of Dayton
Dean Duros
Erin Karap
Wyatt Kizer
Amanda Mazzaferri
Rawlins Moore
Connor Murphy
Audrey Quinn
Erin Tatham

University of Denver
Grace Neville

University of Findlay
Ellia Metzger
Mark Trifelos

University of Georgia
Collin Crigger
Gordon MacDonald

University of Kentucky
Elizabeth Aschinger
Ryan Burke
Jaimie Holden
Kevin McClanahan
Addie Mitiska
Grace Mizer
Jack Nichols
Molly O’Connor
John Schwartz
Emily Sexton
Jack Teteris
Jessica Tomastik
Daniel Watson

University of Michigan
Nathan Hellstedt
Jack Lee
Peter Stathulis

University of Montana
Sam Anderson
Will Scott
Ben Tjaden

University of Mount Union
Mark Bruns

University of North Carolina 
at Asheville
Madeline Nichols

University of North Dakota
Shelby Wang

University of Notre Dame
Dane Goodwin

University of Pennsylvania

Christine Wu

University of Pittsburgh
Ava D’Herete
Dakota Elliot
Ben Rucker

University of Richmond
Molly Morgan

University of South Carolina
Dax Hudson
Cole Muldoon

University of Southern 
California
Leon Durrenberger
Haley Hofmann

University of the 
Cumberlands
Sydney Rehl

University of Washington
Russell Klebe

University of Waterloo
Allen Hu

University of Wisconsin - 
Madison
Callan Patel

Vanderbilt University
Alyssa Dunsizer

Washington University in 
St. Louis
Morgan Leff
Reid Watson

Wellesley College
Portia Silver

West Virginia University
Ryan Dick
Scott Raber
Sydney Whybrew

Williams College
Philip Chalmers
Catherine Powell

Wilmington College
Carly Murdick

Wittenberg University
Abby Dunasky
Jessica Swanson

Xavier University
Manar Khalil

Arlingtonian regrets 
any errors or 
inadvertent omissions 
to the Senior 
Destinations list.

To ensure corrections 
appear in the 2018 
Norwester Yearbook, 
please e-mail the 
Norwester staff 
by Friday May 25 
at norwester@
uaschools.org

“The world is full of wonderful things  you haven’t seen yet.” - JK Rowling
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3096 Kingsdale Center 
Columbus, OH 43221 

614-457-2614 | AAA.com

We’re committed to safe driving.  
Visit AAA.com/TrafficSafety for  

more information. 

Join AAA before June 30 and  
AAA Ohio Auto Club will waive your 
enrollment fee. Use code UASN18.

Congratulations, 
UAHS grads 

Your newest journey awaits. 

Visit your Upper Arlington  
AAA travel store to become a 
member, plan a trip or pick up 
luggage or save on discounted 

attraction tickets — and make this  
summer one to remember.

ALWAYS WITH YOU.

ARLINGTONIAN  //  1

Congratulations to the Class of 2018 
Men’s Varsity Rowers!

Clara Fix
Daniel Ibba
Drew Weisberg
Gaven Zou
Jack lee
Jack Levering
Joey casto
John Duhigg

Philip Chalmers
RC Brandes
Reid Watson
Sangyoon Lee
Stephen  
Gunzelman
Thomas Herzog
Tyler Wulf

Congratulations To...
Chandler Frenken

Max Schnupp
AJ McKitrick
Skyler Hunt

Keep on marching to the 
beat of your own drums!
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Heba El Hosseiny Leon Durrenberger

Christy WuZoltan Hartmus

Molly Schweitzer

Mary Jeff ers

Sam Decapua Callan Patel

1. 2.

3. 4,

5. 6.

7. 8.

A. B.

C. D. 

E. F.

G. H.

BY CAROLINE FAVRET, ’18

1.A, 2.F, 3.G, 4.D, 5.H, 6.C, 7.E, 8.B

Match the seniors to their baby photo

ARLINGTONIAN  //  23

FEATURES



U

P P E R  A R L I N G T O N ,  O H I O

TH
E  O

R I G I N A L  P A N C A K E  H O
U

SE

Best of Luck From the Best Pancakes in Town!

Congratulations 
Class of 2018!

The Original Pancake House
1633 W. Lane Avenue

Mon - Fri 7AM - 2:30PM, Sat - Sun 7AM - 3PM
www.ophcentralohio.com  

A VERY LIMITED number of 2018 yearbooks will be on sale for $80 in Room 221 
starting May 22 at 7:30 a.m. These books will be sold on a first-come first-served 

basis (1 book per person) until they’re gone. Last year they were sold out by 8 a.m.

PICK UP YOUR 2018 NORWESTER 
THIS MONDAY, MAY 21! *

Students can pick up their yearbooks  
in the lobby after second period. 

Study hall and lunch periods are good times  
to pick up your book and sign your friends’ books! 

Book pickup will continue after school  
until 3:15 p.m. (or until the line ends).

NORWESTER 2018:  
YEARBOOK DISTRIBUTION

* ONLY PRE-ORDERED YEARBOOKS  
will be available for pickup on May 21. 

- Professional Portraiture Since 2002
- Studio | Warehouse | Outdoors
- NYC Loft Style Studio
- Fun, Relaxed Environment
- Custom, Modern & Traditional Portraits
- Starting at $195

55 E. Spring St. #201 | Columbus, OH 43215 | 614-893-7425 | www.rickbuchananphotography.com

SENIOR PORTRAITS
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YOU’VE GOT 
A FRIEND:  
Jordyn Stone  
and Griffin 
Young

With Jordyn 
Stone on 

vocals and Griffin 
Young on piano, the 
two seniors—who 
chose a piece after 
Young brought up the idea last July—have been hard at work 
preparing Carole King’s 1971 hit, “You’ve Got a Friend,” to play 
at graduation.

“[The song] says you’ve got a friend, no matter what season 
it is. No matter how old you are or where you go, we’ll always 
be there,” Stone said. “I went to graduation sophomore year, 
and I always really hoped I would get the chance to do this . . . 
Thinking about it now, I’m so pumped.”

Stone, who has nearly ten years of singing experience and plans 
to study vocal music at The Ohio State University, said she was very 
excited to play at graduation, an event that still feels surreal. 

“It’s not going to hit until we’re actually there,” Stone said.
Young, who has committed to The Ohio State University 

with a major in nursing, said he was also thrilled about the 
opportunity.

“I’ve been playing piano since I was 9 years old . . . it’s become 
a really big part of my life,” Young said. “The one instrument that 
I continue with would be the piano, just because it’s the one that’s 
done so much for me . . . It’ll be a once-in-a-lifetime experience.”

A Musical Farewell
Five seniors will perform at UA’s May 27 commencement ceremony

BY SOPHIE YANG, ’19

A FLUTE ‘ROMANCE:’ 
Sophie Galucci

Senior Sophie Gallucci’s flute solo, 
“Romance” by Georges Brun, was 

selected as one of the three musical 
performances on graduation day.

“It’s a calming song, but it’s also 
in a way celebratory. It has a couple 
different sections, contrasting stuff. I like 
that it showcases the full range of the 
instrument,” Gallucci said.

Gallucci, inspired by her grandmother, has 
been playing flute since 5th grade. Having 
participated in both band and pit orchestra 

in her high school career, the performance 
will be both a reflection and a send-off to the 
next part of her life: double-majoring in flute 
performance and environmental science at 
The Ohio State University.

“It feels like a nice tribute to my 
involvement in the music program,” 
Gallucci said. “I just really hope that people 
feel something when they hear me play. 
Being able to share my flute playing with 
someone is a really special thing to me 
because it’s a way for me to express myself. 
So being able to do that at graduation . . . 
people will enjoy it and it’ll feel right for the 
moment,” Gallucci said. 

LIBRETTO: Mimi Cai and Minjue Wu

When nostalgia is 
running high 

at graduation, seniors 
Mimi Cai and Minjue 
Wu’s performance of 
Franz Schubert’s “Leise 
flehen meine Lieder” 
will do little to alleviate 
it. Cai, who will be 
singing the German 
opera piece, described 
its tone as “longing” and “a bit melancholic.” 

“It still sometimes goes into a major key, so it’s happy too. 
I think it reflects the tone of graduation . . . I’ll certainly miss 
a lot of people and teachers here, but I’m excited to move 
on,” Cai said.

Wu, accompanying on piano, expressed a similar sentiment.
“It’s somber [and] very introspective,” Wu said. “I think at 

least in some part, we’re hoping to present an area of art that 
most people aren’t familiar with, and that element of surprise 
at graduation [perhaps] suggests that there are new discoveries 
to be made even when high school is ending.”

Although Cai has studied the piece in the past, the 
graduation performance was a somewhat last-minute choice. 
However, Cai and Wu, who have studied voice and piano for 
five and 12 years respectively, see the performance as a positive 
send-off: in the fall, Cai will be attending The Ohio State 
University and Wu will be attending Princeton University.

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES
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The teachers 
behind the 

Carol HemmerlyBrian Chandler
BY ABBY GRAY, ‘18BY CLARE DRISCOLL, ‘19

Five periods out of the day, room 221 is filled with 
students. Whether it be public speaking, yearbook, film or 
journalism, language arts teacher Carol Hemmerly shares 

her knowledge of the world of communications with students 
taking both required and elective courses. 

In recent national events surrounding the high school shooting 
in Parkland, Florida, student journalism has been realized by many. 
For Hemmerly, this staple in American youth culture has been the 
core of her teaching over the past 20 years. 

“[Student journalism] is essential because it helps students 
become aware of the fact that their voice and their coverage comes 
with both the ability to make a change and the responsibility 
of making sure that what they’re reporting is accurate and fairly 
presented,” she said. 

Hemmerly became the Arlingtonian newsmagazine adviser 
her first year teaching at UAHS in 
1999; she first took on the Norwester 
yearbook adviser position in 2000. 
Over the past 20 years, she has 
overseen the process of publication 
for both programs, helping students 
produce quality journalistic work 
for their targeted audience: the UA 
student body. 

“My favorite part of teaching 
student journalism is the finalization 
process of preparing things for an 
audience: making sure you’re meeting 
the needs of your audience and 
engaging your audience,” Hemmerly said. “To me it’s very important 
for students to remember that no matter how awesome your 
interview is or how in-depth and insightful your story is, if it’s not 
something your audience wants to read, you have not met your goal.”

As for students interested in getting involved in student 
journalism, Hemmerly suggests taking the Arlingtonian 
prerequisite courses: Journalism I and II. 

“Students practice journalistic writing and interviewing sources. 
We look at various ways to research information and present it to a 
targeted audience and engage that audience,” Hemmerly said. 

As long as there is news to report in UA, Hemmerly plans to 
continue advising student publications and aid those interested in 
producing journalistic writing for the UA community to read.  

An Arlingtonian poll asked the class of 2018 for their 
favorite teacher from their time at UAHS. 84 seniors 
responded and math teacher Brian Chandler was the 

winner. Chandler is known throughout the school for his love of 
Star Wars and his animated teaching style. Chandler discusses his 
relationship with the senior class and his advice for them as they 
enter adulthood. 

Q: What about your class or teaching style do you believe led 
seniors to vote you as their favorite teacher?
A: Well, I would say it’s hopefully because my students know that I 
really care about them and I 
try to engage with them on 
a personal level. I also really 
try to make class funny but 
also, hopefully, at the same 
time educational. I think it’s 
the personal relationships 
paired with the fun learning 
environment.

Q: Do you have any fond 
memories with the class of 
2018?
A: I have had a lot of these 
students either as seniors 
this year or as sophomores 
and juniors in Algebra II so 
I know quite a few of them. 
I’ve also had some of them multiple times. Because of that, there 
have been a lot of really fun moments but that also makes it hard 
to think of one. I’ve had so many humorous moments in class just 
laughing, joking and having a good time with these seniors. I’ve 
also had really great times seeing them at their games and at their 
concerts. So it’s really hard to pick just one thing.

Q: What is your advice for the class of 2018 as they begin their 
lives outside of high school?
A: My one piece of advice to the senior class would be to never take 
yourself too seriously. Try to enjoy things as they come and know 
that if you make mistakes, it’s going to be OK. All you have to do 
is learn from them and move on. I also want them to remember 
not to live so stressed and anxious about things. Try to enjoy every 
moment as it happens.

While this issue is mainly centered around seniors and their 
accomplishments, at the end of the day, the Golden Bear grads  
wouldn’t be here without UA’s amazing staff

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES
PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES
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BY WILL PRICE, ‘18

The Golden Apple award, 
according to the Upper Arlington 
Civic Association, is “an award 

that recognizes outstanding staff 
members throughout Upper Arlington’s 
public and private schools.” The award 
is voted on by both students and parents 
throughout January and March and 
handed out in April.

This year, Adele Vergis was selected 
by students and parents to win the 
Golden Apple for her outstanding 
teaching at Upper Arlington High 
School.

Vergis teaches regular and AP 
government at the high school. 

“In the moment I was very surprised. 
You don’t get into teaching for the 
awards necessarily, so it felt really nice 
to get this award,” Vergis said.

While members of the Civic 
Association read off comments from 
those who nominated her, Vergis was 
touched by the words of those students.

“It felt really nice to hear the things 
that the students who nominated me 
said. I remember there being something 
about mock trial, so I think the mock 
trial team and the debate team had 
something to do with it,” Vergis said.

She was given the honor during her 
government class first period on Friday, 
April 20th. It began when principal 
Andrew Theado knocked on her door.

“He asked me if a few visitors 
could come in. That’s when I saw 
the people with the jackets and 
I remember thinking that this 
was probably a good thing,” 
Vergis said.

She enjoyed being able to 
share the moment with the kids 
in her government class.

“All the students were 
excited, probably because their 
research activity was over for 
the day,” Vergis said. “It really 
didn’t feel like it was an individual 
thing for me because I was sharing the 
moment with everyone else in the class 
too.”

Vergis thanked the supportive 
community for the award. Students 
throughout the high school have 
enjoyed their time in her classroom 
since she began teaching at UAHS in 
2015.

Senior Graham Overcash, who 
had her for AP Government last year, 
appreciated the enthusiasm she brought 
to class from day to day.

“Her passion for teaching 
government and her ability to connect 
with all of her students and engage their 
learning is what made her class stand 
out for me,” Overcash said.

Junior Thomas Richter, who has her 
this year for AP Government, enjoys the 
way she structures class.

“She does a good job of balancing 
notes and discussion with activities 
that make class fun and informative,” 
Richter said.

The energy she brings to her class 
comes from her passion for American 
history.

“I majored in History with a focus 
on American History. What I love about 
government is that it is a different 
lense to look at American history. 
It’s my absolute favorite topic and 
teaching government here has made 
me understand it more,” 

Vergis 
said.

She makes efforts to liven up the 
class for her students. The day she was 
awarded the Golden Apple, she recalled 
playing Disney throwback music in 
class.

“I think it was the Jonas Brothers. 
One of my students had to go over and 
turn it off when Principal Theado and 
everyone showed up,” Vergis said with a 
chuckle.

Vergis did her student teaching 
here at the high school with teachers 
Betsy Sidor and Cathy Johnson. In an 
interview for the UA Schools website, 
Vergis said that after this experience she 
knew she wanted to teach at UAHS.

As fun as the occasion was, she still 
felt a bit emotional about the receiving 
such a prestigious award.

“My eyes got a little watery. It felt 
really nice to be recognized and it was 
really special to have that class of kids 
with me that day. It was a really fun 
first period,” Vergis said.

She also wanted to thank the people 
she works with in the high school for 
the award.

“I’m thankful for my students and 
colleagues for making every day fun,” 
Vergis said in her interview for UA 
schools.

On top of teaching government, 
Vergis helps with the mock trial and 
moot court teams here at UAHS and 
has also helped with the Lincoln-
Douglas debate team the past two years.

“It’s something fun to do, and I 
competed in debate in high school,” 

Vergis said.
Golden Apple award 

winners from other UA 
schools received their 
awards throughout the 
week of April 16th. The 

other reciprients of the 
award go as follows: Dr. 

Kevin Gorman (Director of Student 
Services), Dr. Julie Eirich (Wickliffe), 

Shannon Hemmelgarn (Windermere), 
Jana Holland (Greensview), Bobby 

Huffman (Tremont), Janielle McKee 
(Barrington), Josh Clemmons (Jones), and 
Kyle Evans (Hastings). 

Teacher receives recognition 
with prestigious award
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HELP KIDS & EARN SUMMER CASH!

Program Dates:
June 5 – July 21 

Shifts Available
Between Noon and 5 p.m.
Monday – Friday

• Earn summer cash

• Great schedule

• Paid training

• Program lasts 7 weeks

Work outside, enjoy the
sunshine, and help develop the 

youth of Columbus with this 
perfect summer job!

Part-Time Youth 
Development Professional

Columbus, OH – Various Locations

$12 per hour 
depending on education/experience

Apply online at 
dawsoncareers.com

search for 
Job ID #52250

Congratulations to all the  
young adult readers in the class of 2018

We have loved sharing our passion for reading with 
children, parents, and teachers since 1980. 
We look forward to reading with you soon!
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BY DYLAN CARLSON SIRVENT, ’19

On April 16, the Cincinnati Enquirer 
was awarded the Pulitzer Prize in 
local reporting for their story “Seven 

Days of Heroin.” The Pulitzer Board said that 
the story was recognized for “a riveting and 
insightful narrative and video documenting 
seven days of greater Cincinnati’s heroin 
epidemic, revealing how the deadly addiction 
has ravaged families and communities.” 

The Enquirer sent more than 60 
reporters, videographers and photographers 
into the community to chronicle the story. 
Among these reporters was UA alum and 
former managing editor of the Arlingtonian 
Anne Saker. 

FINDING HER PATH

Saker’s journey to working for the 
Enquirer and winning a Pulitzer was, as she 
described, “a ridiculously long, and stupidly 
complex story.”

After graduating from UAHS, Saker 
attended Ohio University and received a 
degree in journalism. Then, she interned for 
three months at the Cincinnati Enquirer and 
flew across the Atlantic Ocean and interned 
in London for another three months for 
United Press International. When she came 
back, she asked 
the Enquirer 
for a job, but 
they told her 
she was not 
experienced 
enough to 
work there. 

“They told 
me I needed to go work at a smaller paper 
and I said ‘Oh, the heck with that,’” Saker 
said. “So I contacted UPI officials and they 
found me a job in Northam, Virginia.”

From there, she went to Washington D.C. 
with UPI, then to Raleigh, North Carolina 
where she worked for ten years at The News 
& Observer, then to The Oregonian where she 
worked for eight years. Then, she worked on 
the Kroger Chronicles, reported for the New 
York Times and was a freelance writer for two 
years before making a full circle back to the 
Cincinnati Enquirer where she has worked 
since 2014.

“By then, I was 
probably erring on 
the side of too much 
experience,” Saker 
said with a chuckle.

REPORTING 
“SEVEN DAYS”

Saker’s role 
in “Seven Days 
of Heroin” was 
to analyze the 
Cincinnati opioid 
epidemic from the 
healthcare perspective 
which took her to Cincinnati Children’s 
Hospital Medical Center. There, they run 
a clinic at least once a week where doctors 
see all the children who are suffering from 
neonatal abstinence syndrome, an array 
of deficits and behaviors in those born 
dependent or addicted to heroin or opioids.

There, she met Stephanie Gaffney, a 
28 year-old and the mother of Elliana, her 
8-month-old daughter. Gaffney told Saker 
and Cara Owsley, the Enquirer’s Director of 
Photography for Ohio, that she had been 
sober for 16 months after learning she was 
pregnant and was aiming to graduate from 
rehab, get a job and marry fiancé Stephen 

Russ.
“The 

mom was 
in great 
shape, the 
baby was in 
great shape. 
We came 
back to the 

newsroom thinking, ‘Wow, we’re going to 
have a bright spot. The one bright spot of this 
horrible week of overdose deaths, shattered 
families, and children in foster care.’ Out of 
all of this, we had this beautiful happy story 
of a mom and a baby recovering,” Saker said.

Then, two weeks later, Saker received a 
phone call from a spokesman at Cincinnati 
Children’s Hospital Medical Center. 

“Remember that young mom with 
baby you saw here at the NAS clinic?” the 
spokesman said, according to Saker’s article 
“Seven Days of Heroin: Elliana’s Story” 
published in the Enquirer. “Her obituary was 

in your newspaper yesterday.”
Saker said that Gaffney’s death was a hard 

reality check for her and readers.
“We had a lot of people tell me that for 

them that [Gaffney’s death] really crystallized 
how dangerous this epidemic is,” Saker said. 
“That a mother could gaze upon her infant 
child in its bed sleeping and still put a needle 
in her arm—that’s how devastating this 
problem is.”

In the seven days that the Enquirer 
analzyed, there were over 180 overdoses and 
18 deaths in the greater Cinncinati area.

“This story really illustrated that this is 
[not happening] in some disreputable corner 
of downtown somewhere that you can sort 
of turn you back on,” Saker said. “[People 
are overdosing] in the grocery store, or the 
movies, or at schools... We’ve had people 
overdose in the drive-through line with their 
kid in their back seat.”

GOLDEN BEAR BEGINNINGS

Saker was a member of the Arlingtonian 
staff from 1975-1977 and the staff was 
advised by Shirley Behnke, a journalism 
teacher at UAHS. Saker credits Behnke for 
infecting her with her passion for journalism.

“She lived and breathed her own passion 
for journalism, and that definitely took hold 
of much of us in the [Arlingtonian staff] and 
me,” Saker said.

Behnke who passed away in 1999 was 
inducted into the UA’s Educator Hall of 
Fame in 2010.

“In the last few weeks, I’ve been wishing 
that I could call her and thank her for setting 
me on my track for life,” Saker said. 

A Golden Bear wins the Pulitzer

[Gaffney’s death] really 
crystallized how dangerous 
this epidemic is.

HEALTH REPORTER ANNE SAKER

A 1977 copy of Arlingtonian’s April issue lists Anne Saker as managing editor in 
the masthead.

PHOTO COURTESY ANNE SAKER
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JUNE 7 - BUZZARD KINGS

JUNE 14 - LADIES OF LONGFORD

JUNE 21 - STRUNG UP 
  BLUEGRASS BAND

JUNE 28 - OSWALD & 
  THE HERRINGBONES

JULY 5 - FLIPPO

JULY 12 - CAMP ROCK

JULY 19 - JAZZ IN JULY 
  w/ Columbus Jazz Orchestra

ANNOUNCING A FRIDAY SHOW ON THE 
GREEN AT KINGSDALE! 3150 Tremont Rd

JULY 6 - THE CHARLIE FOXTROT   
  QUINTET 

THURSDAYS, 7:00–8:40 pm
FREE ADMISSION  
Amelita Mirolo Barn in Sunny 95 Park, 
4395 Carriage Hill Lane

PRESENTED BYSUPPORT PROVIDED BY

favret.com

SINCE 1924

Congratulations  
to the 

Golden Bear Class of 2018!
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BY CHARLOTTE  JANES, ’18

PHOTO BY CHARLOTTE JANES 
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▶ STUDENTS DEMAND ACTION: Student 
activists seniors Gabe Bertke, Sophia Reisman, 
juniors Alex Larkin, Clare Driscoll, Joanna 
Nielson, Kelly Haddow and Faith Seely prepare to 
speak in front of those who attended the walkout 
on April 20.

◢ MARCHING AROUND THE TRACK: Students 
held up signs and march on the track as an act of 
demonstration.

▼ SIGNS OF PROTEST: Sophomores Emi 
Harned and Phoebe Pappas hold up their signs for a 
quick photo during the walkout.

◀◀ PEACE DEMONSTRATION: All students 
attending the walkout stepped onto the field and 
formed a peace sign viewed from above.

◀ STUDENT ORGANIZERS: Student organizers 
from UA Students for Change gather around and 
work to pass out ribbons, make signs and register 
those of age to vote. There are thousands of 
students taking similar steps across the country.

◀◀ DETENTION: The East cafeteria has 
noticeably less students than usual during fifth 
period due to a group lunch detention that was 
created for those who walked out.

April 20 walkout 
sparked by lack of 
action for national 
school shootings

PHOTO BY GRACE CALL

Students demand action
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YAY OR NAY?
COMPILED BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ‘20
AND KATIE CHONG, ‘18

You plan to travel out of 
state this summer. 

87% YAY, 8% NAY, 5% UNDECIDED

You are planning to 
graduate with an IB 
Diploma.

12% YAY, 69% NAY, 19% UNDECIDED

You like how the recent 
changes to the UAHS 
Summer Reading program 
give students more choice 
in what they read over the 
summer.

56% YAY, 7% NAY, 37% UNDECIDED

You have read or seen 
every book or movie in the 
Harry Potter series. 

63% YAY, 36% NAY, 1% UNDECIDED

The community school 
serves a good purpose 
here at UAHS. 

47% YAY, 18% NAY, 35% UNDECIDED

Senior Tag started strong 
but is ending in a whimper. 

56% YAY, 7% NAY, 37% UNDECIDED

DATA FOR THIS YAY OR NAY WAS COMPILED THROUGH A 
VOLUNTARY ARLINGTONIAN SURVEY OF 392 STUDENTS

90%

67%

69%

You plan on being 
employed this summer. 

67% YAY, 22% NAY, 11% UNDECIDED

87%

56%

47%

By the numbers

56%

students at UAHS
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COMPILED BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ‘20 
AND KATIE CHONG, ‘18

Despite having taught only 16 percent of current UAHS 
students, Brian Chandler is the senior class’ favorite 

teacher. Whether it’s his poster-filled classroom or his 
love for Mickey Mouse, Chandler’s math lectures are 

always fun and entertaining.

of students have a scar, 
although, 0 percent report 
that their scar is as unique 
as Harry’s iconic lightning 
bolt. 

By the Black Eyed Peas
is the student body’s favorite song from 

the early 2000s. A close second in line 
is “Party in the USA” by Miley Cyrus, 

followed by “Replay” by Iyaz. 

of students say their teachers do not distribute the most 
recent issues of Arlingtonian to their third period students. 
Only 38 percent of students reported that they receive an 
issue each time one is produced by the staff.

DATA FOR THIS BY THE NUMBERS WAS COMPILED THROUGH A VOLUNTARY ARLINGTONIAN SURVEY OF 392 STUDENTS

JULY
of UAHS students say that the Fourth of July is their 

favorite part of a summer in UA. This year, with 
the centennial of the city, the parade has a golden 

centennial theme. 

UA was founded in by the Thompson brothers 
who wanted UA to resemble a 
suburban country club town. 2018 
marks UA’s 100th birthday as a city. 

PHOTO COURTESY KISSPNG

PHOTO COURTESY WIKIPEDIA

+ - ÷ ×

63%

The IB Diploma program 
serves a good purpose 
here at UAHS. 

56% YAY, 14% NAY, 30% UNDECIDED

56%
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is celebrating 40 years as part 
of the Upper Arlington Community!

We are currently looking for a dynamic person with 
social media skills to work as an intern.  
Contact steve@galleryartcenter.com or call 614-442-1109

Stop in and mention our 40 year Anniversary 
to receive 25% o� your next custom framing

Gain experience and develop valuable skills.  
Strengthen your credentials for college 
applications or for other opportunities.

The Parks & Recreation Department provides 
quality community services in our parks, pools, 

facilities and programs and we do so with 
contributions from a great team. 

The City offers competitive wages and a great 
working environment.

LIFEGUARD
DAY CAMP

RENTAL 
FACILITIES

TENNIS COURT

SEASONAL 
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

(Certification classes availabe)

PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT

View Parks & Recreation job opportunities at 

http://agency.governmentjobs.com/uaoh/

EVERY DAY IS 
CASUAL 
FRIDAY

 NOT A TYPICAL 
OFFICE 

JOB

GET PAID 
TO PLAY

36  //  MAY 18, 2018



PHOTO COURTESY WIKIPEDIA

     Will Price

Meet the seniors of 

COMPILED BY CLARE DRISCOLL, ‘19

Charlotte Janes
Ally Melnik

Caroline Favret

Abby Gray

Daniella Wainfor

Q: What’s your favorite 
color of nail polish?

A: Blue.

Q: Which pun of Matthew’s 
was your absolute 
favorite?

A: None of them. They’re 
all terrible.

Q: In which TV show do you 
wish you could live?

A: Game of Thrones.

Q: What’s your favorite 
flavor of ice cream?

A: Brown Butter Almond 
Brittle from Jeni’s.

Q: To what are you most 
looking forward in the 
next 10 years?

A: Traveling a lot, adopting 
a few dogs, and 
graduating.

Q: What’s the hardest part 
of being a photographer 
for Arlingtonian?

A: The struggle that comes 
along with getting last 
minute assignments 
done in time.

Katie Chong

Q: What’s your plan after 
high school?

A: Go into debt.

ARLINGTONIAN  //  37

FEATURES



It’s not hard to understand why super models and celebrities always look good, even if it’s a Sunday morning 
after they’ve been on set for 24 hours straight. They have a village of people working on their looks 24/7, not 
to mention loads of money to spend. But not everyone always has thousands of dollars to use on clothes 
alone, and to be fair, why would one want to spend so much money when they don’t have to? The art of 
avoiding sacrificing too much money but still looking put-together every day depends on two things: picking 
out certain pieces that work well together and shopping at the right stores. Below are recreated street style 
looks for under $100. 

Ballin’
BUDGETon a

COMPILED BY ALLY MELNIK AND 
DANIELA WAINFOR, ‘18

BACKGROUND PHOTO COURTESY TRICKOFTHELIGHT ON FLICKR

PHOTO 
COURTESY OF 

PIXABAY

PHOTO BY ALLY MELNIK

Long Sleeve Shirt: $17.50
Jean Dress: $20
Black Booties: $38

Clothes from Buffalo Exchange
PHOTO 

COURTESY 
OF JUSTUS 

HANSEN ON 
INSTAGRAM

PHOTO BY DANIELA WAINFOR

White Button-Up: $14.50
Navy Sweatshirt: $15.50
Gray Jeans: $17.50

Clothes from Rag-O-Rama
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PHOTO 
COURTESY OF 

PIXABAY

PHOTO BY ALLY MELNIK

Jean Jacket: $17.50
White V-Neck: $19
Leather Pants: $28.90
Black Booties: $38

Clothes from Buffalo Exchange PHOTO 
COURTESY 

OF RYAN 
RANSOM ON 
INSTAGRAM

PHOTO BY ALLY MELNIK

Green Bomber Jacket: $30.50
White T-Shirt: $16.50
Black Joggers: $15.50

Clothes from Rag-O-Rama

PHOTO 
COURTESY 

OF OLIVIA 
MCDOWELL 

ON 
INSTAGRAM

PHOTO BY ALLY MELNIK

Beige Cardigan: $17
Gray V-Neck: $10
Black Skirt: $14
Pink Heels: $18

Clothes from Buffalo Exchange
PHOTO 

COURTESY OF 
MOTIANKARI 

ON 
INSTAGRAM

PHOTO BY DANIELA WAINFOR

Red Jacket: $15.50
Blue Pinstripe Button-Up: $13.50
Black Turtleneck: $11.50
Jeans: $20.50

Clothes from Rag-O-Rama
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614-826-0378
mathnasium.com/upperarlington

We make math
make sense.

Call us today for a 
free trial!

Mathnasium of Upper Arlington

         614-826-0378
        4713 Reed Rd. Upper Arlington, OH 43220

* at Henderson & Reed by T.J. Maxx*
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BY SAMMY BONASSO, ’20

Attentive residents likely know 
that Upper Arlington has been 
celebrating its centennial this year. 

The city has already hung banners on light 
posts, nicknamed Northwest Boulevard 
“Centennial Boulevard” and placed a 
bear on the Kingsdale water tower with 
“1918-2018” written under it. Additionally, 
it is constructing a Centennial Plaza 
and History Walk at Northam Park and 
releasing books to celebrate the event.

These levels 
of passion cause 
many, even UA 
residents, to wonder 
what aspects of the 
community deserve 
such celebration. The 
official centennial 
website claims the 
city is celebrating 
“[location], excellent 
schools, beautiful 
neighborhoods, 
a unique sense of 
community and pride 
[and] an exquisite natural environment” and 
not just a century of existence.

A HISTORY LESSON
On Christmas Eve of 1913, King and 

Ben Thompson of Georgetown, Ohio 
purchased 840 acres of country estate near 
the Scioto River from Henry and Almeda 
Miller, who purchased it as a promise 
to their son for recovering from typhoid 
fever. King soon began transforming this 
partially-wooded farmland to 2,500 lots. 
The design provided sprawling spaces, 
wide streets, and a few acres for offices and 

shops, but no plans for industrial areas.
The community has expanded since then, 

with additions such as a municipal building 
built in 1929, two annexations in the 1950s, 
Fire Station 71 in 1972 and most recently 
Sunny 95 Park in 2010.

GRAND FESTIVITIES
Much of the $300,000 in donations 

from UA civic groups and private 
individuals has gone to the Legacy Projects 
Committee chaired by Charlie Groezinger.

“The legacy projects are [those that will 
remain] after the 
centennial year is 
over,” Groezinger 
said. “That includes 
the new history book, 
trees being planted, 
[the] History Walk 
and the Centennial 
Plaza, [and the water 
tower].”

Northam Park, 
chosen for its 
accessibility and 
frequent community 
gatherings, will receive 

the largest celebrations: the Centennial Plaza 
and History Walk. The community will unveil 
these on the Fourth of July.

The History Walk will lay upon the 
main walkway from Tremont Road and 
include ten markers highlighting retail, 
government, libraries, schools and Ben 
and King Thompson, and there will be an 
additional marker for the centennial itself. 

The plaza will have a rubberized 
centerpiece with three bronze bears on it 
created by local artist Alan Hamwi. Tables 
and seating will surround the bears to 
enable citizens to congregate at the plaza.

UA also will prepare a hermetically-
sealed time capsule to be opened in 100 
years. It will include the Centennial 
Magazine, history book, photographs, 
news stories and community contributions 
that can be proposed through the 
centennial website, uaoh100.org.

The steering committee, headed by 
Richard Simpson, has overseen the ideas 
generated over three years of planning, 
including for the time capsule popularized 
by other communities.

“[The city is] going to put things in it 
that will reflect what life is like in Upper 
Arlington today, and then, when it’s 
opened [at the] bicentennial in the year 
2118, people will say, ‘Oh yeah, that’s what 
life was like 100 years ago,’” Simpson said.

WORTH CELEBRATING
Sophomore Seiji Kawakami noticed 

on his own the water tower and street 
sign celebrations, and he also wishes to 
read the book, 100: A Cherished Past, a 
Golden Future, and visit the History Walk 
to learn more about the community. He 
recommended placing a photo or piece of 
the old high school in the time capsule.

“[Celebrating] shows how far the city has 
come in 100 years and also helps people build 
pride in the community, which will help them 
move forward in the future,” Kawakami said.

Simpson attributed emphases on 
education, family, civic engagement and 
volunteerism to the community as values 
reinforced by observing the centennial.

“The centennial is an opportunity 
to say [these values] are all important 
things,” Simpson said. “If we don’t take the 
opportunity to reaffirm our commitment 
to those values in a public way, those values 
tend to be forgotten over time.” 

PHOTO BY SAMMY BONASSO

The city has planned many 
magical celebrations to 
commemorate UA’s centennial

The Centennial web site includes a picture of the 
planned Centennial Plaza, designed to be another 
gathering place at the popular Northam Park.

PHOTO COURTESY UAOH100 WEB SITE
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#1
CONDADO TACOS

Condado Tacos, with four locations in the Columbus 
area, offers a $7 Queso Blanco that is worth every penny. 
Whether it’s loaded on a crispy tortilla chip or eaten straight 
with a spoon, the Condado Queso Blanco, sprinkled with 
a gorgeous line of red paprika, has a 100 percent chance of 
filling your stomach to the brim before their award winning 
tacos even arrive at your table. 

#3
CUCO’S TAQUERIA

Cuco’s $3 queso option is creamy and full of flavor. 
While some enjoy the spice of their dip, I feel as though 
it distracts from the important cheese flavor. The kind 
employees make up for any points taken off of their queso 
score making Cuco’s on Henderson Rd. worthy of your 
next “I want queso” trip. 

#2
EL VAQUERO

El Vaquero’s take on queso is another home run. 4/5 stars 
for its cheesy goodness, a star missing due to its glue-like 
texture. Cuco’s, El Vaq’s Mexican restaurant rivalry, has 
queso that is truly hard to consume. While I do side with 
Cuco’s for hospitality and overall experience, El Vaq’s queso 
is hard to surpass and the Cuco’s dip has a spicy hint that 
isn’t my favorite. 

#5
CHIPOTLE

Although it is hard to make melted cheese not delicious, 
Chipotle’s queso tastes nothing short of burrito juice. I am 
convinced they put a Chipotle burrito in a blender and 
mashed it until it was liquid. Chipotle’s take on the most 
delicious food in the world is more than saddening and ruins 
queso’s flawless reputation. 

#4
YABO’S TACOS

Yabo’s Tacos surprisingly delivers their own delicious, 
and underrated version of the world’s greatest creation. 
Signifcantly better than other queso dip in the same price 
range, Yabo’s queso is creamy and wonderful. The $2 cheese 
sauce is steps ahead of Chipotle’s dip, but a the same price.

BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ‘20

The best dip in the world 
ranked from restaurants across 
Columbus

PHOTOS COURTESY WIKIPEDIA
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BY CLARE DRISCOLL, ’19

Growing up in the 2000’s meant 
spending days longing for a letter 
from Hogwarts to whisk you away. 

Now, thanks to Warner Bros. Interactive 
Entertainment and Portkey Games, it’s time 
to dust off wands and head to the wizarding 
world. The new iOS game “Hogwarts 
Mystery” can take every witch and wizard at 
heart to their dream school. 

The plot of “Hogwarts Mystery” 
takes place in 1984, the period between 
Voldemort’s initial rise and Harry Potter’s 
time at Hogwarts. Because of this gap in 

time, players can attend school with many 
of the students and teachers from the series 
such as Bill Weasley and Professor Snape.

In most mobile games of this genre, 
players are stuck with a default character, 
but in “Hogwarts Mystery,” there are almost 
infinite customization abilities. Players can 
change small details from head shape to eye 
color. This may not seem like much, but 
this feature really enhances the game play 
because it allows the player to step right 
into the game. 

This game also brings to life the majesty 
of Hogwarts. From dining in the great hall 
to taking potions class in the dungeons, 
players get the full school experience. There 
are many small details such as finding 
Nearly-Headless Nick in the halls that really 
make the game feel like a step into the 
wizarding world.

With many different missions, the game 
can be an enjoyable way to live the wizard 
lifestyle if you’re willing to pay. While the 
game is free, in order to finish quests faster 
or with better scores, extra energy points 
must be bought. Without buying extra 
points, players are stuck checking phones 
every few minutes to see if there is enough 
energy to finish the missions.

But all in all, “Hogwarts Mystery” is a 
great way for fans to continue their love for 
the wizarding world in an interactive way. 

PHOTO COURTSY PORTKEY GAMES

Walking into the 
Wizarding World
New game brings players the Hogwarts 
acceptance letter the owls never could

In the new iOS game “Hogwarts Mystery,” players can live the life of a student at Hogwarts. From potions 
class to secret corridors, this game is just like steping into the wizarding world.

Rubeus Hagrid, Professor Flitwick, Madame 
Pompfrey and Professor Snape stand in 
Hogwarts Castle. In “Hogwarts Mystery,”players 
can interact with characters from the orignal 
Harry Potter series. 

PHOTO COURTESY PORTKEY GAMES

#1 Another year of high school has 
passed by and it seems to have 

gone by in a blur just like the previous 
ones. In the 
craziness of 
homework, 
tests, and 
life (as much 
of a life that 
you can 
have in high 
school), 
years seem 
to go by 
at the flick 
of a finger. 
Memories 
become like 
big blobs 
and suddenly we are all wondering what 
it is that we did from August to May 
because it seems like the year was less 
than a week long.

I have found myself looking back 
at the last three years trying to piece 
together the timeline week by week 
beginning from freshman year, but 
those memories are hazy and many are 
forgotten. It is hard not to feel a sense 
of melancholy realizing that all those 
memories are lost.

However, I  have realized that it is 
important to be fine with forgetting. 
Every day is new and all we can do 
is live it—to have fun and be crazy. 
To be imperfect. There will be days 
where you’re a couch potato and watch 
three season of The Office in one day 
(myself included); there will be days 
in which you flunk a test or where you 
absolutely crush it; there are days 
you’ll remember and there are days 
you’ll forget. But you have to love each 
and every one of those days, even if 
they are good or bad. 

So, as seniors spend their last weeks 
at UAHS, enjoy the present. Even if you 
forget most of your high school years, 
take the time now to be with your 
friends, to walk through the halls of 
UAHS for one last time before going to 
college, and realize how lucky you are 
to have your whole life ahead of you. 

BY DYLAN CARLSON 
SIRVENT, ’19

A mish-mash of 
memories
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For years, I have heard countless rumors 
concerning AP English Language and 
Composition at UAHS. The overall theme of the 

legends surrounding the course involved a purported 
left-wing political bias prominent in the class’ curriculum.

Having never experienced extreme bias in the 
classroom, I viewed these rumors with skepticism, and 
in August, I entered my AP Lang class with an open-
mind. Right away, my class was introduced to the idea 
of “lenses”; i.e. different ways to view a text. The goal 
of using these lenses, while never explicitly stated, was 
to gain a greater understanding of different viewpoints. 
These lenses were used throughout the year to analyze 
text and played a necessary part of our midterm exam. 
The three that were formally taught were critical race, 
feminism, and Marxism. Yes, you read that correctly: 
Marxism.

Marxism, the ideas of 19th century theorist Karl Marx, 
is the ideological basis of communism. Aside from being 
associated with taking the lives of millions in some of 
history’s most brutal regimes, communism attacks 
traditional American values. After learning that the 
Marxist way of thinking viewed capitalism and the affluent 
as evil, associated individualism in a negative way, and 
shunned religion and patriotism, I was rather confused 
as to why I, an American high schooler, was being taught 
to utilize this way of thinking in a classroom setting. I 
assumed that Marxism would be discussed in a negative 
light, and would be backed up by extensive criticism. 
This criticism never arose, much to the dismay of myself 
and others who know that Marxism and communism are 
threats to our democratic nation. 

I would like to think it is not the intention of the 
curriculum to advocate for these radical left-wing views, 
but when the Marxist lense is not taught alongside a free 
market-capitalist lense, an objectivist lense, a minarchist 
lense or any such dissenting or opposing lense, it is 
now clear to me why these “rumors” were started. The 
classroom is supposed to be a place for the free exchange 
of ideas, free of political bias. If the class wishes to continue 
the usage of the Marxist lense, it is imperative that lenses 
of the opposite side of the political spectrum be used as 
well. This method of comparative viewpoints would allow 
students to learn how to think, not what to think. 

— ANONYMOUS

“Baby, just say

”

With Taylor Swift coming back 
to Columbus on a new tour, fans 
remember their favorite 2000s hits
BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ‘20

& DON’T MISS OUT!
TAYLOR SWIFT
@ OHIO STADIUM

JULY 7, 2018

“Love Story” - TAYLOR SWIFT

Album: Fearless
Released: 2008
Genre: Country
Awards: Academy of Country Music 
Award for Video of the Year

“Mr. Brightside” - THE KILLERS

Album: Hot Fuss
Released: 2004
Genre: Alternative / Rock
Awards: MTV Video Music Award for 
Best Artist, iHeartRadio for Group of 
the Year

“Umbrella” - RIHANNA FT. JAYZ

Album: Good Girl Gone Bad
Released: 2007
Genre: R&B
Awards: Too many to list.. including 
Grammy for Best Rap/Sung Performance

“Viva La Vida” - COLDPLAY

Album: Viva La Vida
Released: 2008
Genre: Alternative / Indie
Awards: Grammy Award for Song of 
the Year

Bias in the classroom

LETTER TO
THE EDITOR

Student  states experience with 
liberal bias in AP Lang 
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Summer, while usually a great time, can also become slow 
and monotonous if there is nothing to do. 

Luckily for us, this summer will be jam-packed 
with movies that everyone can enjoy. With 
blockbusters such as Incredibles 2 on the way, 
Summer 2018 looks like it’ll be a great season for 
movie-goers.

Incredibles 2 is possibly one of the most talked-
about movies of the summer. The long-awaited 
sequel has been rumored ever since the release of 
its popular 2004 predecessor, The Incredibles. The 
beautifully animated trailers increase the hype 
even more, especially for myself, leading to a 
movie that everyone will want to see.

In addition, Solo: A Star Wars Story will be 
released on May 25, just in time for our finals 
to be wrapping up, so we will have earned a movie break. I’ll be 
honest: I love Star Wars, including the recent Star Wars: The Last 

Jedi and Rogue One: A Star Wars Story, so my opinion may be 
biased when I say that this movie looks awesome 
and action-packed. At the very least, it’ll definitely 
be one to check out.

I also have a soft spot for movies about dinosaurs, 
so I’ll definitely be seeing Jurassic World: Fallen 
Kingdom. The trailers look both exciting and 
horrifying, leading to what I believe will be a great 
thriller this movie season. And, as a bonus, it stars 
Chris Pratt!

Ryan Reynolds returns in the least appropriate 
movie on this list: Deadpool 2. With a larger budget 
and a much larger and more hyped fanbase, this 
movie will be a comedic masterpiece, as well as 
incredibly inappropriate. I know that this movie 
may not be everyone’s cup of tea, but it’s definitely 

mine. It will surely draw in crowds and, without a doubt, will 
quickly become one of the summer’s most popular movies.

Summer 
Screenings
This year’s summer blockbusters promise to be bigger and better than ever

BY MATTHEW 
SHEPHERD, ‘19

S et during the nostalgic 90’s, On My Block tackles issues 
of discrimination and urban violence through the use of 
teenage sarcasm and summer romances. 

Produced by Lauren Lungerich, Jeremy Haft and Eddie 
Gonzalez, the Netflix series follows five teenagers living in 
inner city Los Angeles. The main characters include Jamal 
(Brett Gray) who struggles with pressure from his parents 
to become a star football player, Ruby (Jason Genao) who is 
infatuated with Olivia (Ronni Hawk) and comedically attempts 
to get her attention, Monse (Sierra Capri), a self-reliant girl 
who is secretly in a romance with Cesar (Diego Tinoco) and 
Cesar, who is forced into the Santos gang by his brother. 
Together, Jamal, Ruby, Olivia and Monse attempt to navigate 
their first year in high school all while creating a plan to free 
Cesar from a life of crime.

Although the show includes some negative aspects such 
as the occasional poor acting and immature humor, On My 

BY OLIVIA BUSTER, ’20 PHOTO COURTESY NETFLIX

Block has its strong points. The soundtrack combined with the 
cinematography easily create moods of tension, especially as 
Cesar is stuck in conflicts with a rival gang and during Monse’s 
struggles with her mixed emotions concerning her relationship 
with Cesar.

In addition, the lesson of being persistent during the 
difficulty of young adulthood are relatable to teenage viewers. 
The five teens rely on their friendship to help each other achieve 
their goals while in the midst of threatening gangs.

Overall, each episode is a hit or miss. The humor is either 
good or immature, and the acting can either make you shed a 
tear or cringe. However, toward the end of On My Block, each 
episode progressively gets better. Hopefully, season two will start 
off strong, as opposed to the slow improval of season one. The 
suspensful ending of season one implies a promising future for 
this coming-of-age drama. 

On My Block ‘s  first  season aired on Netflix March 16.

On My Block 
is a show that 
shocks 

PHOTO COURTESY 3DSGURU
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Q: I am extremely concerned about 
school safety. The door monitors don’t 
check the IDs closely enough because 
some people have gotten away with 
using someone else’s ID. I do not think 
that the school is taking proper safety 
precautions, and I’m in constant fear of 
something happening. Any advice on 
how to overcome this?
— Cautious Coed

A:  If you see something, say something. 
I would bring up your concerns about 
people being able to enter the building 
using someone else’s ID with a teacher 
or one of the officers. Currently, a safety 
audit is being held throughout the 
district, so school safety measures may 
be changing once it is completed, if that 
gives you any sense of solace. You are 
not alone in fearing a possible threat: 
recent events have caused great alarm 
among parents, teachers and students 
especially. The best way to relieve some 
of this anxiety may be to talk about it 
with others, whether that’s parents, 
teachers, friends or a school counselor. 

Q: I’m feeling out of touch with my 
friends. How do I try to reconnect with 
them without being awkward, or how 
do I peacefully and smoothly leave the 
friend group and move on?
— Disconnect Ed

A: Don’t be afraid that an attempt of 
rekindling a relationship will be awkward. 
These people know you — they might 
even know you best. If you think it’s 
worth saving, reach out to them before 
dropping the friendship completely. If 
you find that it’s time to move on, it’ll 
most likely naturally fade out. Just don’t 
overthink it. Relationships have highs 
and lows; they may ebb and flow a bit. 

It’s inevitable. Go with your gut. The right 
people are always out there.

Q: Some of my friends act differently 
around me when we’re in a group. They 
act like I’m not cool, and some of their 
friends don’t even know we’re friends. 
However, I really love them and we get 
along well when we’re alone. How do 
I bring this up to these people without 
creating tension and making them 
upset? 
— Silent Partner

A: Be direct and upfront with them. 
You love them! So, they should love you 
back with the same vigor. If they have 
problems with it or take offense, that’s 
their issue, not yours. 

Q: How do you best handle a breakup?
— Achy Breaky Heart

A:  By not getting angry, as you might 
do something that you’ll regret or be 
embarrassed about later. Life moves 
on, so don’t dwell on it. If you have 
mementos that are sad reminders, get 
rid of them. Listen to some sappy music 
and cry if you want — heartbreak hurts. 
Spend time with your friends, just don’t 
talk about your ex. You might find closure 
in befriending them if it ended with 
mutual understanding. Just know that 
you’ll find someone better.

Q: How can we improve our learning 
for the future? What I mean is: how can 
we learn to be adults, such as learning 
to do our taxes, learning our human 
rights and learning how to manage 
money? I and many others want to 
know how to learn these things in 
order to secure success in the future. 
Could the school teach these topics?
— Forward Thinker

A:  Bring this idea up with the Board 
of Education. If you are able to provide 
strong reasoning for a class of this 
nature, they might consider it. However, 
it may be easier to start a club with these 
goals in mind. You would first need to 
find a teacher that would sponsor and 
advise it. 

Q: I want to pursue a career in 
herpetology, which is the study of 
reptiles and amphibians. There’s a 
professor at Bowling Green who seems 

to love reptiles as much as I do, and I’d 
love to get a chance to meet her. How 
should I go about getting in touch with 
someone respectable?
— Lizard King

A:  Go for it! Try to accurately express 
your personality and love for reptiles by 
not holding back. Showing your interests 
will grab her attention best. Also, be 
forward with your intentions by asking 
how to best meet with her in person. I 
would send a message through post, as 
an email may get lost or buried in her 
inbox. You should go to your English 
teacher or WIW just to have a second pair 
of eyes read your letter or email. Good 
luck!

Q: Why are most students unwilling 
to accept evidence contradicting their 
personal beliefs and are unwilling 
to rethink them? I’ve noticed many 
students are dogmatic when it comes 
to fathomless discussions, which 
makes it incredibly hard to maintain an 
educated conversation.
— Thesaurus Boris

A:  People have always been set in their 
ways and may be stubborn. We are all 
guilty of this truth. Are you sure that you 
have not, in fact, yourself been unwilling 
to consider other’s opinions? You might 
want to intervene in debates that seem 
to be going nowhere; be the mediator. 
People are entitled to their own opinions, 
so just don’t expect everyone to change.

Q: For several months, I’ve had a 
certain problem regarding being 
sexually attracted to a certain 
mythological body part: minotaur 
hooves. I am quite concerned and 
confused. Why am I attracted to the 
hooves of a minotaur? This is a serious 
problem and I really need to know.
— MinotaurLuvr123

A: Well, I think it’s important to keep in 
mind that minotaurs are fictional. I’m 
just worried that you may follow through 
with illegal acts in light of this. I know 
there are online communities of people 
who dress up as creatures, so maybe it’s 
just a matter of expressing yourself. Just 
don’t give out personal information as 
cybersafety should remain a priority. 
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Fight Your Voldemort 
This Finals Season
Staff encourages underclassmen  
to finish school year with a bang

STAFF EDITORIAL

After a year of hard work, the class of 2018 will be 
spending the last few days of school reminiscing 
about their times at high school and looking forward 

to the exciting real-life experiences that await.
Before we can have our summer full of fun, the rest of 

the student body will be gearing up for one of the most 
dreaded times of the year. For the next few days, most 
students will be hunkered over old notes and study guides 
in hopes of regurgitating a year’s worth of knowledge onto 
a final exam. 

The end of the school year for Harry Potter almost always 
meant in a run-in with Voldemort.

While we may not have a battle with the Dark Lord 
looming over us before our exams, it can definitely feel that 
way. With the frenzy of work that May brings, there’s an 
aura of doom and despair that can set in leading up to finals.

This leap into crisis mode is understandable. With final 

exams counting for 20 percent of your grade, if the test 
doesn’t go your way, it can feel like a year lost.

However, we should not perceive this as a time of turmoil 
and stress, but rather a celebration of a job well done. We’ve 
made it through another year, overcome our AP and IB tests 
and worked hard to get where we are now. All that’s left is a 
few exams and we’ll be on your way to a great summer. 

Don’t let the stress of everything you need  to do get you 
down. Spend these last few days working harder than you 
have all year. Then, once you get to summer after acing your 
exams, you’ll have a well-deserved break.

Headmaster of Hogwarts, Albus Dumbledore, said it best: 
“We must try not to sink beneath our anguish, Harry, but 
battle on.”  

EDITORIAL CARTOON BY KATIE ZHAO

What are you doing for  
your last summer in UA?

EIGHT IN EIGHT COMPILED BY MATTHEW SHEPHERD

Making wonderful 
memories with great 
friends before college.

SENIOR MOLLY WAGNER

STUDENTS RESPOND TO A QUESTION IN EIGHT WORDS

I’m going to work at 
Honda in Marysville.

SENIOR SKYE MALCOLM

Traveling and spending time 
with friends and family.

SENIOR SHELBY WANG

Relaxing and just enjoying 
my time before college.

SENIOR JOHN DUHIGG

Preparing for college and 
meeting my new roommate.

SENIOR ELLIA METZGER 

Reconnecting with friends I’ve 
made throughout high school.

SENIOR ANDREW MORRISON

Work, play music and enjoy 
the warm weather!

SENIOR SOPHIE GALLUCCI

Gonna hammock or rock 
climb all day, every day.

SENIOR PATRICK MOSER
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TO THE
CLASS OF

2018!
FROM,
YOUR 
FRIENDS AT 
ELFORD

48  //  MAY 18, 2018


