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The Price is 
Right

Investigating 
the connection 

between 
wealth and 

standardized 
test scores

by Katie Zhao, ’19,  
Sammy Bonasso, ’20  
and Josie Stewart, ’21

  READ ON PAGES 10-15

The truth about

Your GPA
Exploring the 
weighted GPA 
system and what it 
means to colleges
  READ ON PAGES 18-19



GET $1 OFF 
YOUR NEXT DRINK AT UA RISE CAFÉ

LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER 
COUPON EXPIRES 10/31/2018

JOIN BOOKLIB.IO TO AMP UP
YOUR READING!

BOOKLIB.IO TRACKS YOUR
READING — ADD BOOKS TO IT, AND
WATCH YOUR PAGE COUNT GROW

AS YOU READ MORE EVERY DAY

USE THE APP TO TAKE NOTES
ON WHAT YOU READ. SHARE

YOUR BOOK AND NOTES WITH
OTHERS.

Contest for UA students. Prizes to the UA
students who have read the most pages (100
pages minmum). First prize: $50 Two Second

Prizes: $25 Three third prizes: $10. Contest ends
Monday, Dec. 10. Results announced Wednesday,

Dec. 12
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Dear readers,
S hots of coffee, loads of homework, and all-nighters. As high 

school students, stress is always only a test away. We struggle to find 
our feet in the classroom and battle tiredness and procrastination for 

the goal of  attending a good university. It’s true that grades and test scores 
sway our college chances, but they sway our lives too. 

In the second Arlingtonian issue, writers Sammy Bonasso, Josie Stewart, 
and Katie Zhao tackle the topic of  standardized tests with their investigation 
“Want: Score. Have: Money” (pg. 10-15). Through interviews with an SAT 
tutor and UA students who have spent hundreds of  hours—and dollars—on 
testing, our spotlight team uncovers the motives behind our hyper-testing 
culture and just how much our college admissions are influenced by what 
we’re willing to invest. 

On page 18, Clare Driscoll and Sophie Yang explore another piece of  
everyday academia: the GPA. Through enrollment data and interviews 
with school guidance counselors, “Why the Weight?” delves deeper into 
why UAHS allows students to have grade point averages above a 4.0 when 
most colleges look at GPAs unweighted, and whether this system is more 
detrimental than it is beneficial.

This issue leans academic because we believe these are the topics 
that affect us as students of  the 21st century. But we also explored other 
subjects that affect students in their everyday lives. On page 16, writer 
Hallie Underwood shines a light on the experiences of  non-binary students 
who walk our hallways. On page 20, Katherine Dominek and Dylan 
Carlson Sirvent talked to students about how the Pennsylvania grand jury 
investigation indicting 300 priests of  sexual abuse has impacted them.

As you flip through these pages, don’t forget that in these four short years 
we have together, we should build more than numbers and grades. Don’t be 
afraid to put down your textbooks and relax. Enjoy the time you have with 
your friends, your family, and in school. Step outside of  your comfort zone, 
and be you—unapologetically. It’s important to learn in the classroom, but it’s 
more important to learn from each other. 

— arlingtonian co-editors in chief
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DONATE TO ARLINGTONIAN

Arlingtonian accepts 
donations throughout the 

school year. To find out 
more, go to “Donate”  
at arlingtonian.com.

Arlingtonian is provided free to all UAHS  
students and staff with contributions from the 

generous people and businesses below.

EDITORIAL POLICY

Arlingtonian is a student-
produced newsmagazine 
published by Journalism 
III-A students at UAHS. 
The publication has 
been established as a 
public forum for student 
expression and for the 
discussion of issues of 
concern to its audience. 
It will not be reviewed 
or restrained by school 
officials prior to publication 
or distribution.

Arlingtonian welcomes 
letters to the editor, guest 
columns and news releases 
from faculty, administrators, 
community residents, 
students and the general 

public. The Arlingtonian 
editorial board reserves the 
right to withhold a letter or 
column and return it for more 
information if it determines 
the piece contains items 
of unprotected speech as 
defined by this policy. 

The Arlingtonian staff 
raises and pays all printing 
and production costs 
through advertising sales, 
donations and fundraisers.

The editor or co-editors 
shall interpret and enforce 
this editorial policy.

To read the full editorial 
policy, visit our website at 
arlingtonian.com.
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last issue, arlingtonian wrote an article 
about closed lunch. I agree and respect all 
the decisions and opinions expressed by 
the various people in the article. While I 
had no problem staying inside and eating 
my packed lunch for the past three years, 
there were definitely some days when I 
needed to run to Giant Eagle or Chipotle 
to grab something to eat in a snap. Since 
I have a food restriction—I can’t eat 
anything with gluten—I usually kept my 
distance from the school lunch line.

Having a younger brother as a 
freshman this year changed things. 
This coinciding with the school board’s 
decision on closed lunch, we contacted the 
school cafeteria to learn more about their 
expansion and see if  there was anything 
my brother and I could gain from it—
again, since we have Celiac disease.

I’ve been greatly pleased with how the 
lunch lines have transformed this year. 
Not only does it seem more organized, but 
for the first time in 11 years, I’m actually 
buying things with my lunch money.

In all of  this excitement, I’d completely 
forgotten about Kingsdale. That is, until 
the Arlingtonian article mentioned how 
businesses would be affected. 

After reading the article and hearing 
from friends who worked in affected 
businesses, I feel something should be done 
to accommodate and help these businesses. 
I know we order from Donatos on 
Tuesdays, but perhaps we could organize 
something so that students can make 
orders. Then, members of  some sort of  
group can pick up their order and deliver 
it back to the school, even for restaurants 
like Chipotle or Wendy’s that may not 

normally deliver. Or maybe someone else 
can come up with a better idea.

My concern is that we, the high school, 
are an essential part of  the Kingsdale 
community. In a couple of  years, those 
who work in surrounding businesses, 
including our future juniors and seniors, 
will more than likely see a decrease in pay 
or chance of  being hired because they 
simply can’t be afforded.

Long-time residents of  UA may 
remember that the location of  Lightbulb 
Asian Cafe has changed ownership 
multiple times. I don’t like to speculate, 
but I don’t want that to happen to other 
businesses a few years from now.

Our high school is lucky to be located 
next to so many restaurants. I don’t want 
that to go away without a trace.

SENIOR JAY OZELLO

i have been volunteering as a member 
of  the Service Learning Day committee at 
Jones Middle School. I’m in charge of  the 
morning session with all the students.

I’ll be speaking in front of  the whole 
school and leading a panel discussion 
about celebrating differences in people 
instead of  looking down on them. Many 
middle schoolers don’t understand there 
is a lack of  diversity in UA and how it 
affects them.

I have always liked doing service 
projects, and this one drew my attention 
because Upper Arlington’s lack of  
diversity is something I feel needs to 
be addressed and understood by all 
community members.

I think it’s important to introduce 
these topics at a young age so as students 

grow up and move onto high school, they 
already know about these issues and are 
thinking of  ways to fix them. 

The middle schoolers will not only be 
our peers in the coming years, but they 
are the future of  this community, just like 
us. It’s important to make relationships 
and give guidance to them now rather 
than later.

JUNIOR GABRIELLE SHELL

from the start of high school, I knew 
I wanted to be in the IB program. In 
addition to the smaller class sizes, what 
attracted me to the IB program was that 
I would be in classes with like-minded 
students and join a small piece of  the 
global school that is IB. 

I didn’t start the IB program at 
Upper Arlington. I began my IB studies 
in Raleigh, North Carolina, in an IB 
program that was easily five times the size 
of  Upper Arlington’s program. I was a 
tiny fish in a huge ocean.

Upon entering the UA IB program 
in the winter of  last year, and my 
nervousness about entering yet another 
large school, I was reassured that at least 
I would not be thrown into another large 
IB program. With only 20 students, the 
UA IB program was a perfect example of  
a small pond in which I could exist. Not 
every IB class is small—some are quite 
large—but even the largest of  classes have 
the same sense of  community created in 
the classes that only contain five people. 

The IB program has a tendency to 
have negative connotations. IB students 
themselves have been known to object 
to the workload, myself  included, and I 
can see how some students might object 
to the smaller classes or the repetition of  
the same faces in every class. However, 
I would say that everyone in the IB 
program could agree that ultimately, the 
familiarity and size of  the IB class has 
made a safe and supportive community in 
which individuals can thrive. 

SENIOR CLARA GRILLO

letters to the editor are letters sent 
to the publication to reflect the views 
and concerns of  its readers. Letters can 
be submitted to the editors by email to 
arlingtonian@uaschools.org.

LETTERS   
  TO THE   
     EDITORS
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Q: Any tips to keep the Monday scares 
away? I always dread coming back to school 
after a nice weekend.

A: Monday is a bummer, as the classic 
school week anthem “The Friday 
Song” goes. The best way to ease into 
a new school week is to make your 
weekend as productive as possible. This 
will alleviate some of  your anxieties 
like getting behind on your school 
work. By getting work done early in 
the weekend, you should be able to get 
to bed at a reasonable time Sunday 
night, and more rest leads to less 
stress. Pack your backpack and lunch 
box, grab your instrument or your 
sports duffle bag and pick out some 
comfortable attire Sunday night, then 
organize these belongings so that you 
can snag them as you leave for school. 
Make sure to wake up with enough 
time to eat breakfast and get ready so 
you won’t have to run out the door 
Monday morning. Plan to hang out 
with your friends Friday night, too: 

this will give you something to look 
forward to as you start the weekly 
academic cycle over again. Sleep, time 
and organization will help you start 
Monday on the right foot, even if  you 
typically enter school with your left.

Q: Why is school lunch so expensive? 
Servings are extremely small and not 
enough for the busy student athlete.

A: I would say the price hike is due in 
part to the increased variety of  fresh 
fruits and veggies and less processed 
meats. The most cost-effective method 
for having lunch at school would be 
to pack. While it’s less convenient, it’s 
ultimately cheaper. To save time, you 
should do your meal prep for the week 
on Sunday and pack your lunch box 
for school the night before you plan to 
bring it. An ice pack will ensure your 
items stay cool in your locker. You’ll 
benefit not just by saving money but also 
by knowing what’s going into your food. 
As an athlete, you should also be sure 
to bring a snack so you have enough 
energy to make it through practice. 
However, if  you plan to continue buying 
food from the school, you can always 
talk to your guidance counselor if  it’s 
too expensive for you and your parents. 
They’re here to help you, and they 
definitely want you to eat!

Q: Which side of  the hallway do I walk 
on? All of  the upperclassmen stay on the 
right in the hallway, but all of  my friends 
and I walk on the left.

A: Go with the flow! It’s common 
hallway courtesy to walk on the right 
side. This includes the stairs too. If  
not, you’ll just get tousled about, 
or worse, accidentally stabbed with 
a pencil or the binding of  a spiral 
notebook. While you’re at it, don’t 
stop in the middle of  the hall to 
have a conversation or you’ll just be 
adding to class change congestion.

Q: I don’t have a waffle iron and want to 
make waffles. Am I able to do this?

A: Through research, I have 
discovered that it is indeed possible 
to make waffles with a grill pan: 
(1) Prepare your preferred waffle 
batter recipe as directed, then dollop 
the batter onto the hot griddle. (2) 
Flip when the side facing down has 
browned. (3) When the second side 
has browned, place onto a plate and 
repeat steps 2 and 3 until all batter 
has been used. Top pan-waffles 
with butter and syrup or jam if  
you’re feeling a bit saucy. Worst case 
scenario: make pancakes. They’re 
basically the same.  

ASKASK
ARLINGTONIAN

Ask ARL is a print and online 
monthly segment of Arlingtonian. 
Submit your questions at 
arlingtonian.com/ask-arl to receive 
advice on all corners of life. Questions 
are edited for length and clarity.
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The 2018 Yearbooks Are Sold Out. 
BE SURE TO PURCHASE YOUR COPY  

OF THE 2019 YEARBOOK TODAY!

NORWESTER 2019: 
Breaking New Ground

ATTENTION 
SENIORS: 

Senior portraits can be submitted to the Norwester yearbook staff 
anytime between now and the end of first semester. The digital files 
should be in jpg format, 400x400 minimum ppi. The pose may be either 
formal or informal; however, it should be a head and shoulders shot, 
and no costumes or “props” should be used in the photo.

Please title the image file with your name as you would like it to appear 
in the yearbook and upload it to tinyurl.com/UASeniorPics2019.

If a senior portrait is not provided for the book, the senior’s most recent 
school photo will be used.

If you’re having “more creative” digital photos taken, please submit your 
favorite one of these along with your “head and shoulders” shot. Upload 
creative photos to tinyurl.com/NOR2019CREATIVE. We hope to print 
these photos in the book in a larger format, most likely at the end of the 
regular senior photos. 

SENIOR PORTRAIT SUBMISSION DEADLINE:  
First day of second semester, Monday, Jan. 7, 2019.

GET EARLY-BIRD 
PRICING ON THE  
2019 YEARBOOK! 

Pre-order your 2019 Norwester  
FOR THE LOWEST PRICE OF THE YEAR*  

at the Jostens’ website. Go to  
http://tinyurl.com/NOR2019  

to order your $65 book today.

SENIOR PORTRAITS ARE DUE JAN. 7, 
the first day of second semester. Submit 
your high-resolution digital image to 
tinyurl.com/UASeniorPics2019.

*Yearbooks can be pre-ordered until April 2019. 
Buy your 2019 Yearbook at the Jostens’ website at 
tinyurl.com/NOR2019. The price will increase as 
the year progresses.

SENIOR PORTRAITS  
ARE DUE JAN. 7,  

the first day of second semester! 

Specifications for submitting  
your senior portrait can be found at  

https://tinyurl.com/NORSENIORPICS

Submit your high-resolution digital image to  
https://tinyurl.com/UASeniorPics2019

 An overview of senior portrait  
submissions can be found below.
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E ntering high school as a freshman opens up students 
up to a completely new atmosphere, set of  classes and 
challenges. Students learn to adapt to the new school 

over time, but for those who are adjusting to the language as 
well, these obstacles can be more difficult to overcome.

Incoming international students at UAHS are offered the 
English Language Learners (ELL) class. The course aims to ease 
students into the new language and academic environment. 

EASING INTO CHANGES

The small room in the LC1 acts as a safe space for these 
students to take on high school together. More than 10 new 
ELL students entered the high school this year, and began 
the process of adjusting over the last few weeks.

The ELL class is led by teacher Andrew Hoobler who 
works with kids in grades 6 through 12. In the classroom, 
Hoobler creates activities by promoting collaboration and 
offers guidance to his students.

“Kids are able to interact with their peers in the class,” 
Hoobler said. “They’re able to spend some time developing 
relationships that will hopefully go beyond school, as well as 
interact with their peers in their first language to have 
a little break.”

Outside of the ELL classroom, some students have 
learned the ways of the school, while others have had a 
more diff icult time adjusting.

Sophomore Ibrahim Mustafa from Syria is entering his 
second year in the program. Mustafa said his experience at 
UAHS has been very positive. 

“All the students are very nice,” Mustafa said.
International students also take classes outside of ELL, 

and Hoobler said he has seen these students be accepted 
within the school.

“I’m seeing a great movement of inclusion for all these 
kids with all different activities in and outside of the 
classroom,” Hoobler said.

LOOKING FORWARD

Freshman Maria Abud, a new ELL student this year, 
described the people from her native country, Brazil, as 
“very kind.” She hopes students here will interact with her 
more and engage in activities outside of school.

“Everyone [in UA] is really different,” Abud said. “I 
think other students could make [my experience here at 
UAHS] a bit better.”

The ELL students of UAHS continue to adjust and 
develop their language skills. Others can support them by 
continuing to help these students with homework or greeting 
them with a friendly smile. 

“I’m really enjoying school,” Abud said. “I thought it 
would be harder, but I’m finding that I’m getting along.” 

New Life, New 
Language
As students of different ethnicities and backgrounds 
enter UAHS, some face the challenge of learning 
English. BY AYAH ELSHEIKH, ‘20 AND JOSIE STEWART, ‘21.
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▶ WORKING 
WITH WORDS

ELL students 
work with their 
peers during class 
to improve their 
English skills.
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Sparking 
Inspiration
The Idea Day Planning Committee 
reveals updates to its second annual 
event. BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ‘20.

Uahs’ second annual idea day 
is scheduled to take place 
mid-March 2019. The student 

planning committee is already gathering 
speakers, communicating with caterers 
and brainstorming visions for the 
upcoming event. The theme for this 
year’s Idea Day is “SPARK: Finding 
Inspiration” where students will be 
taught the process of  creating and 
developing their ambitions. 

Junior Gabrielle Shell, who was part 
of  the Idea Day planning committee 
last year, is working to organize this 
year’s event. Shell said she is excited 
to make changes and improvements to 
last year’s Idea Day, including reducing 
the three-hour time block dedicated to 
speakers in the morning. 

“We would like to fix the morning 
session and give students more choice in 
their morning,” Shell said. 

Similar to last year, students will be 
able to choose which seminar to attend 
in the afternoon. The committee is 
brainstorming ways to make the day 
more appealing to every student at the 
high school. 

“We would also like to offer a wider 
range of  choices in general,” Shell said. 

There is a broad range of  interests, 
and this year the planning committee 
hopes to give students a greater say in 
the formatting of  sessions, said Laura 
Moore, UAHS teacher and Idea Day 
coordinator.

“We’re working on creating choice 
and developing options for students to 
design their own sessions,” Moore said.

“If  students are able to create their 
own sessions, they will have more interest 
in participating in Idea Day,” Shell said. 
“The committee hopes every student can 
find something they’re passionate about.” 

Attendance during last year’s Idea 
Day was also difficult to keep track of. 
The committee is exploring plans to 
improve the accuracy of  attendance 
records this upcoming year. 

If  interested in joining the Idea Day 
Planning Committee, students can contact 
Laura Moore for meeting dates and 
information at lmmoore@uaschools.org.

▲ SESSION DIVERSITY

A volunteer shows students the art of 
sketchnoting during an afternoon session.

PHOTO COURTESY LAURA MOORE
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L ast year, UAHS students established a chapter of  Eye 
to Eye, a national project-based mentoring organization 
that pairs high school students and middle school 
students with learning disabilities.

The chapter leaders, seniors Caroline Pirwitz and Christian 
Brunton, attended a week-long intensive training program and are 
ready for Eye to Eye’s second year in Upper Arlington.

Q: What exactly is the Eye to Eye program?

PIRWITZ: Eye to Eye matches high schoolers with middle schoolers 
with similar learning disabilities (LDs) to promote self-esteem, self-
advocacy and create a strong learning disability community. It’s a fun 
way to talk about things that are often seen as taboo, scary 
subjects in an LD preteen’s eyes. The UA chapter was 
started last year by [class of  2018 alumni] Molly O’Connor 
and Harry Baker. Christian and I were mentors last year. 
A couple of  us applied to be chapter leaders, and after the 
application an interview, [we] were selected. I think it’s 
great that Harry and Molly brought this to UA. Eye to Eye 
allows us to be the mentors we never had.

Q: You and Christian prepared for the club with a 
summer intensive. Can you talk about that?

PIRWITZ: Well, being a chapter leader is a lot of  work. 
The Organizing Institute was an intensive week-long 
training program at Brown University. They flew Christian 
and I out in August, all expenses paid. It was the best 
experience of  my life. We built our leadership skills and learned 
how to run the art rooms. We sat in lectures, listened to talks and 
participated in activities and workshops. Although it was a lot of  
work, it was a lot of  fun. Christian and I made some amazing friends 
from all over the country and learned so much. After the Organizing 
Institute, our mentor-mentee recruitment began as soon as school 

did. We made an Instagram while we were 
at the Organizing Institute to advertise 
the organization a little more. It's a big 
responsibility to run a chapter, but the 
Organizing Institute 100 hundred percent 
prepared us for what is to come.

Q: What does this chapter plan to do 
moving forward?

PIRWITZ: We're currently recruiting 
mentors, and we're pretty much done 
with that—we have to cap off how many 

mentors we have in order to 
not have too large of  an art 
room. We're in communication 
with Hastings, our mentee school, and we're working on 
recruiting kids there. Our first art room is [on Sept. 22]. 
But in terms of  the program this year, we'll be following 
our art room curriculum and making amazing projects. 
We're going to have a lot of  fun this year. 

Q: When do you plan on meeting? How can 
someone interested get involved?

PIRWITZ: We [had] our two-hour mentor training Sept. 
19, and our art rooms will be after school on Wednesdays 
at Hastings Middle School. If  people want to get involved, 
I recommend they reach out to Christian or I via email, 

text or DM. They can check out the Eye to Eye website. To become a 
mentor, you have to apply and be selected. You [also] have to have an 
LD or ADHD. The same requirements apply to be a mentee—you must 
have an LD or ADHD and attend Hastings. For those looking to be a 
mentee, I recommend reaching out to an intervention specialist at the 
middle school, specifically Amy Frecker, one of  the school sponsors. 

Eye to Eye 
allows us to be 

the mentors we 
never had. 

SENIOR CAROLINE 
PIRWITZ

Seeing Eye to Eye
Eye to Eye, a UAHS Club, encourages middle school students 
with learning disabilities. BY HALLIE UNDERWOOD, ’20.

PHOTOS COURTESY CAROLINE PIRWITZ

▲ EYE TO EYE

(Left) Seniors 
Christian Brunton 
and Caroline 
Pirwitz man a booth 
explaining the Eye to 
Eye club. 

(Right) Brunton 
and Pirwitz join 
with friends at The 
Organizing Institute, 
the preparatory 
program for 
implementing Eye to 
Eye at UAHS. 
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Want: Score
Have: $

BY KATIE ZHAO, ’19,  
SAMMY BONASSO, ’20  

AND JOSIE STEWART, ’21.

GRAPHIC BY KATIE ZHAO

WANT:
SCORE

The cost of test 
preparation links 
wealth to scores.
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Want: Score
Have: $

Two years 
ago, the 

SAT and ACT 
were taken 
a total of 477 
times by UAHS 
students in 
the Class of 

2017.*
Compare this to 1926, 

when a meager 8,000 students 
nationwide displayed their 
English and math skills on 

the first Scholastic Aptitude 
Test (SAT). Thirty years later, 

the American College Test (ACT) 
emerged to rival the SAT.

In their long reign, the SAT and 
ACT have contributed to the increased 

$
HAVE:

*ACCORDING TO THE MOST RECENT DATA RELEASED BY THE 
UA SCHOOL DISTRICT
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competition in the American college 
landscape. Students striving for top 
scores often pay for professional test 
preparation, tying economic status to 
test scores and ultimately the college 
admissions process.

COSTLY COURSES

Sophomore Alain Welliver 
believes students should prepare for 
standardized tests before 
taking them, such as by 
taking practice tests or 
courses. Welliver took a 
Princeton Review course 
over the summer, costing 
around $800, but has not 
used direct tutoring.

In two weeks, Welliver’s 
score improved by over 
100 points. He believes the course—
and most preparation services—are 
worth the cost as they improve students’ 
test-taking skills.

“People say the SAT is not a 
coachable course. It absolutely is,” 
Welliver said. “[Scores] directly 
[correlate] to how much you prepare.”

Another sophomore, Thrayu 
Sankarraman, has also started 
preparing for standardized tests and 
agrees with Welliver about the value of  
test prep. 

“Test-taking is an important skill 
and practicing is absolutely necessary. 
If  you don’t practice, you’re not going 
to master it,” Sankarraman said. 
“You should make the most of  what 
you have and utilize your resources. 
Ask questions, practice under test 
conditions, [and] look for good 
strategies so you can practice and be 
good for the test.”

The $800 course may seem excessive 
to some, but others are willing to pay 
any amount to get their desired score. 

“I’d spend maybe a couple grand,” 
Welliver said. “I mean, think about it. 
It’s a career we’re talking about here: 
good college, good career, good life.”

In a voluntary Arlingtonian survey of  
152 students, 36 percent said they 
would or already have spent more 
than $500 to get what they consider to 
be a good test score.

In the same survey, 62 
percent of  students who are 
not done with ACT and 
SAT testing said they would 

be willing to 
take it three or 
more times. 
50 percent of  
students done 
with testing said 
they took either test 
three or more times.

“The more times you 
take it, the better you get 

at it. It’s that simple,” Welliver 
said. “I would probably take 
it three to four or five times. 
Maximum five times for me.”

Although many students in UA 
have access to a variety of  preparation 
services and countless opportunities 
to take the tests, some students cannot 
afford these readiness measures.

In a voluntary Arlingtonian survey 
of  152 UAHS students, 47 percent 
of  students spent no money on 
preparation materials.

“[The tests] are totally based on 
socioeconomic status,” Welliver said. 
“Middle class and upper class people 
can get a lot of  prep for this test, 
whereas lower class people, they just 
kind of  have to go in and take it. They 
can’t afford, like, an $800 Princeton 
Review class.”

The UAHS class of  2017 boasted an 
average ACT score of  27 compared to 
the Ohio average of  22 and national 
average of  21. This reflects a study 
done by the College Board which holds 

that areas with a higher economic 
standing typically score better.

THROUGH THE EYE  
OF ADMISSIONS

Compared with the opinions of  
students like Welliver and Sankarraman, 
teachers and college counselors hold 
different beliefs on the importance of  
the test.

Kathy Moore, the College and 
Career Counselor at UAHS, said the 
the ACT and SAT do not truly measure 
the understanding of  students or predict 
success in the future, but are still fairly 
important in the application process.

Several test preparation companies 
have capitalized upon the race for 
better scores.

It’s a career we’re 
talking about here: 
good college, good 

career, good life.

SOPHOMORE ALAIN 
WELLIVER

4  
students spent 
$1000+ 

on prep

Want: Score
Have: $
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Although these tests are a part of  
the process, Moore said they aren’t 
the only deciding factor in 
college admissions.

“[College admissions 
are] very holistic. It’s GPA, 
rigor of  classes, course 
work, test scores, essays, 
letters of  recommendation, 
leadership and the list 
goes on. So there are a lot 
of  factors. [The ACT are 
SAT] are just one factor,” 
Moore said.

EARLY TO STRESS

In the voluntary Arlingtonian survey 
of  152 UAHS students, 13 percent 

said that they began preparing 
for the ACT or SAT as a freshman 

or before. While studying 
is important, Moore finds 
ninth grade to be too early 
to begin worrying about 
one test.

“In one sense, [it’s] good 
for the [students preparing 
early] if  they are motivated 
to prepare and study and 
they enjoy doing that,” 
Moore said. “On the other 
hand, it makes me sad that 
we’re focusing on this test 
that young when there’s so 

much more to learning and school than 
that test.”

Although students should prepare, 
even someone who helps students get 
into their dream colleges, expensive 

preparation materials are not always 
helpful.

“If  I’m talking to families, I tell them 
to never put more into it than their 
student is willing to put into it,” Moore 
said. “Sometimes families will spend 
thousands of  dollars and the student’s 
not really invested or motivated to get 
something out of  the practice.”

ADVANTAGE IN 
WEALTH 

Moore said students need support 
and preparation to get the score that 
they want, but this isn’t always possible 
for families who can’t pay for repeated 

If I’m talking to 
families, I tell them 

to never put more 
into [preparation] 

than their student 
is willing to put 

into it.

COLLEGE COUNSELOR 
KATHY MOORE

GRAPHIC BY KATIE ZHAO

50% of  
students took the 
ACT/SAT 3+ 

times
DATA SOURCE:  

VOLUNTARY ARLINGTONIAN 
SURVEY OF 152 STUDENTS
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T hough rigorous courses 
like the ones offered by the 
Princeton Review are desired 

by many, there are cheaper ways to 
get test prep.

The UAHS College Center has 
free resources for preparing, such as 
complimentary ACT and SAT practice 
tests. In late August, the school also 
offers a free Kaplan practice PSAT. 

UA alum Philip Chalmers, currently 
a freshman at Williams College, used 
test preparation services provided 
through the school while preparing 
for the ACT. Chalmers took the ACT 
one time and scored a perfect score 
of 36.

“[The test preparation through 

the school] had a lot of very helpful 
tips and I certainly used a lot of them 
on the test,” Chalmers said. “That’s 
definitely a big help.”

Brian Stewart, an SAT/ACT tutor, 
agreed and said the practice tests the 
schools offer are valuable tools.

“It helps to take advantage of the 
PSAT that’s offered this October and 
take a look at your results online from 
that,” Stewart said.

Furthermore, Stewart emphasized 
official practice tests over those 
administered by third-party 
companies.

“I think the best indicator you can 
get of someone’s score would be an 
actual test,” Stewart said. 

testing and study materials.
“I think not everyone can 

afford that amount of  test 
prep, so that’s the frustrating 
part for me. It creates an 

uneven field for 
[students],” 

Moore said.
Brian 

Stewart, 
a tutor who has 

written several test 
preparation books 

on the ACT, PSAT 
and SAT for the 
company Barron’s, 
believes several factors 
determine test scores, 
not just economic 

status. These 
include a 
student’s 

starting point, 
challenging 

classes and even reading level.
“Reading widely helps a great deal. 

So much of  these tests are based on 
reading comprehension, and also 
grammar. Even on the math [section] 
with word problems [there is reading],” 
Stewart said. “So, if  you’re a really good 
reader, you’re going to do well on these 
tests. So just read for fun. Going to the 

library and 
picking out 
some books 
will help.”

Regardless, 
Stewart 
indicated an 
article from 
Psychology 
Today titled 
“Why Do 
Rich Kids 
Have Higher 

Standardized Test Scores?” when asked 
about the correlation between wealth 

I had one friend 
who, even though 

he had scored a 
35 already, took 

it again just to 
improve his writing 

score.

PHILIP CHALMERS, UAHS 
CLASS OF 2018
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Practical Preparation
Test takers use free methods to study. BY JOSIE STEWART, ’21.
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Socioeconomic status is 
intertwined with SAT and ACT 
scores in more ways than one.

On typical SAT tests, missing one 
or two math questions guarantees 
the top score of 800. But on the 
June 2018 SAT, which used a heavy 
grading curve on the math section, 
missing one question dropped 
students to a 770, and missing 
four guaranteed a 700—around 80 
points lower than expected.

Many students who took the test 
found their improvements on the 
math section in fact translated to a 

lower score.
“While we plan for consistency 

across administrations,” the 
College Board said in a statement 
regarding the controversy, “on 
occasion there are some tests 
that can be easier or more difficult 
than usual.”

However, under the Twitter 
hashtag #rescoreJuneSAT, users 
discussed moving to the ACT and 
the death of standardized testing. 

Users on Ivypedia, a China-based 
test prep company, allegedly posted 
the answer key to the August 2018 
SAT on Aug. 18, seven days before 
the test was administered in the 
United States. The illegally obtained 
information was shared on WeChat, 
a messaging app and social platform, 
with the poster charging 5800 yuan 
($850) to access the document.

Testing leaks are nothing new. 
In 2016, 21 reading passages and 
around 160 math problems on the 
SAT, which were supposed to be 

kept confidential and unused, were 
provided to Reuters by a person with 
inside access.

According to The Washington 
Post, Asian cheating rackets are 
notorious for sending people to the 
United States to take or memorize 
the exams to be used for studying.

There is a possibility of change: 
a class-action lawsuit was recently 
filed in U.S. District Court in Florida 
targeting the College Board’s 
practice of recycling questions, 
specifically on the August SAT. 

and testing ability.
The article cites studies that show 

lower-income students tend to “suffer 
from more stress in early childhood, 
have more limited access to enriching 
educational resources, and receive 
less exposure to spoken language and 
vocabulary early in life,” which, the 
articles states, “can lead to changes in 
brain structure, cognitive skills, and 
lower academic achievement.”

CHASING THE HIGH

If  students are able to afford test 
prep, they often try to use as many 
resources as possible. However, test 
takers can become obsessed with 
chasing increasingly higher scores. 

“I certainly did have a friend or two 
who became obsessed with [the ACT],” 
said Philip Chalmers, a class of  2018 
UA alum. “I had one friend who, even 
though he had scored a 35 already, 
took it again just to improve his writing 
score. I thought that was completely 
unnecessary. At that point, colleges 
aren’t going to look at the difference 
between a 35 and a 36.”

With Upper Arlington’s higher 
economic status and academically 
rigorous environment, competitive 
students may have to dive headfirst into 
the arms race for extraordinary scores.

After all her early preperation, 
Sankarraman said she looks toward a 
high score on the ACT.

 “I would want to expect maybe a 34 
or 35,” Sankarraman said.

Welliver also hopes to come away 
with a 99th percentile score.

“[A good score] is probably like a 
1540. That’s like the the average SAT 
score for someone going to Dartmouth 
or Stanford,” Welliver said. “But 
preferably, perfect.” 

Case of the Missing Curve

Test for Sale — Price: 5,800 Yuan

Standardized Scandals
Recent problems in the SAT leave students wondering 
about the integrity of the test. BY KATIE ZHAO, ’19.
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I try to out myself as much as I can because I 
want people to refer to me properly.” 

Junior Gray Cook sits on a park bench in 
the UAHS courtyard under the shade of a 
tree. They wear a red and black f lannel shirt, 

dark jeans and headphones hung around their neck. 
Nonchalantly, they gesture their collections of brightly-
colored pins and buttons, decorating their maroon book 
bag. Bold, capital letters read on one button: “Ask me 
about my gender.” On the other: “They/Them.”

Cook said they f irst began experiencing gender 
dysphoria when they started playing with toys. 

“The earliest memory I have with my dysphoria is 
wanting girl toys and a pink room,” Cook said. “The 
masses think if you’re identifying as male from birth, 
then you want to play with action f igures and trucks, 
and if you’re born a girl, the toys you play with as a child 
are dolls and princesses. I think that’s way too binary—
expecting the binary is ridiculous.”

Some high school students never feel at peace in their 
assigned gender or their opposite gender, living them in 
confusion when coming to terms with their identity. 

“I was having a lot of, I guess you could say, 
dysphoria, with my gender, because I was having a lot 
of doubts about gender roles. I didn’t see myself as any 
more or less feminine or masculine than anyone else,” 
Cook said. 

Like Gray, junior R Thompson identif ies as non-
binary and also struggles with gender dysphoria in their 
daily life.

“Dysphoria, in my experience, is just a weird feeling. 
When I’m alone at home, I feel more like myself. I know 
myself. I don’t have to worry about explaining myself to 
anybody. But when I am with others, at school, or with 
other people, I know that they don’t understand my identity, 
or my true feelings,” Thompson said. 

When Cook f irst began to realize they didn’t identify 
with a feminine or masculine identity, they turned to the 
Internet for help. 

“I looked up ‘What does it mean when I don’t look like a 
male or female? What does it mean when I have no gender?’ 
A lot of the signs pointed to me being non-binary. Others 
said it was the early signs of going through a full gender 
swap. I didn’t feel like I was a female living in a male 

body—I didn’t cling to that idea very well,” Cook said. 

COMING OUT

Cook started identifying as non-binary in mid-January, 
and came out to their mother and stepfather in April of their 
sophomore year.

“My parents were never not understanding of the whole 
LGBT thing. They know a lot of my really good friends are 
non-binary and transgender. They’re very understanding of 
it … but they weren’t as educated as they could have been,” 
Cook said. “I don’t blame them at all, because they didn’t 
have anyone that they really needed to be educated for.”

I Am Them
Non-binary students speak about their 
gender identities. BY HALLIE UNDERWOOD, ’20.

“
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Cook said their parents took it upon themselves to learn 
more about non-binary identity. 

“I didn’t really tell them anything of what they know. 
They did it themselves, which is really awesome,” Cook said.

Thompson came out to their family several years ago. 
“I knew that I was non-binary in middle school. I started 

having feelings outside being a female or male at that time,” 
Thompson said. 

While most students feel nervous on the f irst day of 
school, pronouns and names add an element of stress for 
non-binary students.

“On the first day of school this year, I got really nervous 
about whether or not I should tell my teachers what I go by,” 

Cook said. 
However, Cook said their teachers have 

been generally supportive.
“All of my teachers that I’ve emailed have 

responded positively. My Fort Hayes teacher 
had a student survey that you had to fill out, 
and the first questions were preferred name 
and preferred pronoun. It automatically 
shows you that she is respectful of what 
you want to be called, which is really 
heartwarming to me,” Cook said.

REACHING OUT

Students at UAHS have also reached out 
to Cook with questions about gender identity. 

“Some people have gone as far as to say, 
‘I don’t know anything about this, I want 
you to tell me everything about it so I can 
understand.’ People who I don’t even know 
message me asking about it—it’s absolutely 
amazing,” Cook said. 

Thompson and Cook feel today’s 
generation will be more accepting of 

nonconforming gender identities. But Cook, who is studying 
film at Fort Hayes Career Center, said there is still a long 
way to go.

“Our generation has been pioneering all of these gender 
ideas, all these sexuality ideas,” Cook said. “In terms of 
gender-neutral characters in film, I can’t think of any.” 

Cook recommends attending the school’s Gay-Straight 
Alliance club which meets every Friday. 

“It’s as simple as going to hang out with your friends,” 
Cook said. “It’s focused around the LGBT community and 
introducing them into the world of people who think in 
the binary.” 

PHOTO BY FIRSTNAME LASTNAME

◀ PRIDE

Juniors R Thompson (left) and Gray Cook 
(right) lean against the lockers. 

PHOTO BY AYAH ELSHEIKH
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F rom seniors with all aps to 
freshmen in on-level courses, 
the GPA weighting system 
impacts every student at UA. 

In a voluntary Arlingtonian survey of  215 
students, 36 percent said the GPA weight 
was one of  their main two motivators for 
them to take an honors, AP or IB class. 
Yet most universities balance students’ 
transcripts next to unweighted GPAs, 
meaning GPA is often recalculated or 
entirely unweighted in college admissions.

“[Many] universities tell us the 
weighted grade is removed, although 
it still shows a student was taking these 
rigorous courses,” said Cynthia Ballheim, 
the AP/IB coordinator at UAHS.

Though courses like AP Studio Art and 
IB Calculus present a needed challenge 
for some, many students wonder why UA 
continues to follow a weighted system.

THE INCENTIVE

As not many colleges track weighted 
GPA, Ballheim said a major reason it 

remains is to avoid discouraging students 
from taking rigorous classes.

“Think about when you're in 
elementary [school]: you bring home a 
star, and it gets on your refrigerator. I 
think it makes people feel good to say 
that they have a high GPA, and feeling 
good makes people happy,” Ballheim said. 
“When students think it's an incentive, 
that's good too.”

As admissions become more selective in 
the wake of  the Common and Coalition 
Apps, college counselor Kathy Moore said 
universities are often looking to rigorous 
coursework as a deciding factor, making the 
weighted GPA incentive a potential benefit 
in the long run.

“It can certainly impact admissions,” 
Moore said.

Further, counselor Allen Banks 
said universities still have access to UA 
students’ weighted GPAs.

“We send them a profile of  our school, 
and it says how AP, IB and honors classes 
are weighted. They see [the weights] if  
they take time to look,” Banks said.

In addition to being an incentive, 
Banks said, GPA weight acts as a reward 
for students who challenge themselves. 
Senior Kush Hari, who is taking his 12th 
AP course this year, agreed.

“For classes with a weighted GPA, I 
study more and longer because they're 
harder,” Hari said. “It's nice that weighted 
GPAs account for the rigor of  APs.”

Hari said he supported weighted GPAs 
because the numbers can act as a rough 
measure of  how colleges judge A’s versus 
B’s in higher level classes.

“My understanding is that while they 
don't look at the weight, they do take into 
account my class rigor,” Hari said.

RECEIVING HONORS

Upper Arlington is a GPA-weight school. 
Moore said this means honors is done on 
a weighted scale. Weighted GPAs are also 
used for calculating unofficial class rankings 
like top 5 percent, top decile and quartiles 
for the current senior class. Taking more AP 
and IB courses tend to pull students up, but 

UAHS runs by a GPA weight system—1.1 for honors, 1.2 for AP/IB—yet most 
colleges will never see weighted grades. Here, administrators, counselors 
and students weigh in on why UA students can—and whether they should 
be able to—have a GPA over 4.0. BY SOPHIE YANG AND CLARE DRISCOLL, ’19.

▲ WEIGHING THE 
RESPONSIBILITIES

As college 
admissions tighten, 
students fight to 
keep up competitive 
GPAs, often by 
taking multiple 
honors, AP or IB 
courses. GRAPHIC BY 

SOPHIA SHEN.

Why the Weight?
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caused more mental health [problems] and anxiety, then 
I would be inclined to move away from that. I don’t have 
enough evidence to make a recommendation on that, but 
we talk about it a lot,” Theado said.

RISING RANKINGS

In addition to benefits for students and weighted GPA, 
UAHS receives marks of  prestige when students take and 
succeed in AP and IB exams.

“There are several ways that high schools are ranked,” 
Ballheim said. “For example, there’s the US News and 
World Report study, there’s The Washington Post, there’s 
our own State of  Ohio Report Card, there’s our Upper 
Arlington Quality Profile.”

UAHS is currently ranked 19 out of  822 Ohio high 
schools in the U.S. News and World Report and received an 
overall A from the State of  Ohio.

But Ballheim said ranking is not everything.
“There are people who want to come to UA because 

we are known for our strong academics,” Ballheim said. 
“But this is just one aspect of  a high school. UA is a 
fantastic school because of  its arts, music program and 
sports too.”

The weighted GPA system and UA’s tendency toward 
AP classes, Ballheim said, is completely unrelated to the 
school making good ranks.

“When you look at our ranking, we’re not number 
one. There are places where [school ranking] is pushed 
or even required. For example, Bexley requires everybody 
to take AP classes. We just make it available to students, 
help them with reasons and design with their counselors 
a program that’s suited to them,” Ballheim said.

Banks said the counselors do not take school rankings 
into account when talking with students about schedules.

“I couldn’t care less. All the counselors [and I] are 
truly here for the kids and making sure they’re getting 
what they need. We couldn’t care less about national 
rankings,” Banks said. 

Moore said since UA is a non-ranking school, these 
values are not placed on college applications.

“The [percentages] are completely internal, just 
to give kids an idea of  where they fall,” Moore said.

Weighted GPAs are also used to qualify for the 
National Honors Society, three graduation honors 
cords—cum laude, magna cum laude and summa 
cum laude—and the cum laude society extended to 
juniors and seniors in the top 10 and 20 respective 
percents of  their classes.

GPA GAMES

To raise their GPAs, students often take many 
APs coupled with study halls. Moore said some 
students take it a step further and drop regular-
level classes to keep a high GPA.

“It hurts when a student wants to drop a 
wonderful class like band because they feel it’s 
bringing down their GPA,” Moore said. “On one 
hand, [weighted grades] let students take classes with 
a little less risk. But it’s also a race to the higher GPA, 
a race to the weighted. It’s a lot of  increased stress.”

Moore and Banks said this multi-AP, multi-
study hall trick has been a common choice for 
many years. Ballheim said it may have benefits for 
the students regardless of  weighted GPA increase, 
especially for seniors with capstone, college 
applications and oral commentary.

WINNING THE WEIGHT

As college admissions tighten and students are 
pulled toward honors, AP and IB credit when 
selecting their classes, courses have something to 
gain from securing an honors weight.

According to Theado, a student or teacher 
seeking an honors title for a class must first 
convince the relevant department that the course’s 
rigor sets it apart from on-level classes. The 
department would then present to counselors and 
the administrative team, who would further discuss 
with UA Chief  Academic Officer Keith Pomeroy.

“He’s [often] the ultimate decision maker. We 
work very closely with him,” Theado said.

Theado said it is difficult to get an honors weight 
due to all the factors that must be considered. If  
Symphony Orchestra ever received honors, for 
instance, there would need to be similar discussions 
for Symphony Band and Symphonic Choir.

TO WEIGHT OR NOT TO WEIGHT

Theado said the dilemma of  whether to weight 
GPA is one going on across the country, and he 
considers student mental health essential in the issue.

“If  evidence suggested having weighted grades 
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▼CHECKING 
FOR CHANGES

A student looks 
up her grades 
on PowerSchool 
where grades 
are now like 
points in a 
game. 

It makes people 
feel good to say 
that they have a 

high GPA. 

AP/IB COORDINATOR 
CYNTHIA BALLHEIM
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in mid-august, a 
Pennsylvania grand jury 
report identifying 300 
alleged predator priests 
and more than 1,000 child 
victims in a seven-decade 
period rocked the Catholic 
world. The 1,356-page 
report said “for many of  
us, those earlier stories 
happened someplace else, 

someplace away. Now we know the truth: 
it happened everywhere.”

Senior Noel Reed, who was raised 
Catholic, said when he first heard the 
news, he didn’t realize the magnitude of  
the abuse the Pennsylvania report detailed.

“At first, I was like ‘Who knew? 
Another Catholic priest sexually abused 
children,’” Reed said. “Which is horrible, 
because it shouldn’t be something that’s so 
flippantly heard.”

Attorney generals in several states look 
set to follow Pennsylvania’s example. In 
the past few months, the attorney generals 
of  Illinois, Kentucky, Missouri, Nebraska, 
New Jersey, New Mexico and New York 
have expressed public interest in calling 
a grand jury investigation or setting up a 
task force to look into the records of  the 
state’s Roman Catholic dioceses.

Carol Zamonski, the local coordinator 
of  the Survivors Network of  those Abused 

by Priests, known as SNAP, said she would 
like state attorney general Mike DeWine 
to empanel a grand jury or conduct an 
investigation into all the dioceses in Ohio.

If  the state were to conduct 
a widespread investigation like 
Pennsylvania’s, a county prosecutor would 
have to launch it, rather than the state 
attorney general, DeWine’s office said.

“People are focusing on the title of  the 
office, which is somewhat misguided,” said 
Dan Tierney, DeWine’s spokesperson.

Zamonski isn’t convinced.
“It wouldn’t surprise me if  this is an 

interpretation that provides DeWine with 
a way to be off the hook for instigating 
such an investigation,” Zamonski said.

Tierney said the state attorney general’s 
office is reviewing the report.

The Franklin County prosecuting 
attorney Ron O’Brien was reached 
for comment, but his office referred 
Arlingtonian to a previous Columbus Dispatch 
article. The article said in 2002 after the 
Boston priests sex abuse scandal, O’Brien 
and the Columbus Diocese set up a 
process in which the diocese would report 
all future complaints to O’Brien’s office 
and Franklin County Children Services.

According to the Columbus Dispatch, 
in the past several years, more than 20 
priests have been accused in the Columbus 
Diocese, and at least 15 accusations were 
found to be credible. 

“I believe the real number to be much 
much higher based on survivors who have 
come to support group meetings but not 
reported their abuse for one reason or 
another,” said Zamonski, a survivor of  
priest sexual abuse during her childhood.

Zamonski said instances of  sexual 
abuse by religious clergy are often 
underreported. She said victims of  priest 
sexual abuse usually first report the crime 
to the church.

“The church has the best interest in 
the information not getting out and in the 
law establishment not getting the report,” 
Zamonski said. “So, that’s the first thing, 
cover up.”

Furthermore, many victims face 
possible exile from their community, 
even their family, if  they speak out, 
Zamonski said. 

“In small towns where half  the 
town goes to their church, chances are 
people from their church are the police 

Catholic community 
within UAHS and 

central Ohio reacts 
to the Pennsylvania 

report identifying 300 
abusive priests and 
over 1,000 victims.

BY DYLAN CARLSON SIRVENT AND 
KATHERINE DOMINEK, ’19.

The Last 
Straw

P
H

O
TO

 B
Y

 K
AT

H
E

R
IN

E
 D

O
M

IN
E

K

20  |   ISSUE 2  |  SEPTEMBER 28,  2018 FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @ARLINGTONIANS



investigators or the prosecutors or the 
sheriff,” Zamonski said. “It’s really difficult 
to get justice done in that situation.”

On July 5, an originally anonymous 
lawsuit filed by Kevin Heidtman, 30, 
in the Franklin County Common Pleas 
Court alleged the late Monsignor Thomas 
Bennett sexually assaulted Heidtman 
while he was enrolled at St. Charles 
Preparatory School.

The school’s principal was reached out 
for details but said he was not allowed to 
comment due to the ongoing investigation.

Junior Katie McKenzie, who is part of  
the St. Andrew youth group, said the new 
priest at the nearby church, Father T.J. 
Lehigh, has brought up the topic of  priest 
sexual abuse.

“His preaching has been focused on 
this and how we can pray for the victims 
and for the perpetrators,” McKenzie said. 
“I believe prayer actually has real power.”

Junior Peter Johanni said he too prays 
for the victims of  priest sexual abuse. 
Johanni, also a member of  the St. Andrew 
youth group, said they talked about the 
issue in their group chat.

“We talked with our former youth 
group leader,” Johanni said. “We’re all 
confused by it—it really shocked and hurt 
because it betrays our faith in those who 
have given their lives to the church.”

Zamonski said priests themselves 

have also been victims of  sexual abuse 
in the past, either when they were altar 
boys or seminarians. 

Deacon Frank Iannarino, who 
represents the deacons of  the Diocese of  
Columbus, said he recently received an 
email from a priest in the area who said he 
himself  had been abused by a priest when 
he was younger. 

But Iannarino said he still believes 
predators can be forgiven by God.

“We’re sinners and Jesus told us 
that there’s no sin that is unforgivable,” 
Iannarino said. 

Forgiveness is one of  the main religious 
values of  Roman Catholicism, but 
Zamonski said it allows predators to be 
redeemed all too easily. 

“Abusers get forgiven and then 
people try to forget about it, but this 
addictive behavior does not go away,” 
Zamonski said.

Iannarino said that if  a priest or bishop 
is found guilty of  sexual impropriety or 
covering up instances of  sexual abuse, 
they should be banned from the church 

and face criminal repercussions, even if  it 
means going to jail.

“Sex abuse touches all of  us. This 
is not just an isolated Catholic issue. 
The Catholic Church, though, has 
been targeted and I think it’s good,” 
Iannarino said. “I believe that it will 
lead the way to transparency.”

Transparency allows for discussion, 
McKenzie said, which will amount to 
social change within the church.

“Since this is out in the light now, it 
forces people to face the fact that there 
are grievous imperfections in the church 
that need to be addressed. So those that 
were trying to cover it up can no longer 
do so,” McKenzie said. “Social justice is 
so important to people of  our generation. 
I think we have the power and ability to 
make changes.”

Similarly, Reed said he believes the 
culture of  power between priests and 
churchgoers must change. 

“Religion should only rule religion,” 
Reed said. “Priests aren’t the word of  God, 
they share the word of  God.” 
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▶ THE PROMISE TO PROTECT

This bulletin, posted at St. Brigid of Kildare, 
reaches out to those who have been 
victimized by church representatives 
and provides contact information for the 
Diocese of Columbus’ Victim Assistance 
Coordinator Monsignor Stephan Moloney. 

◀ DEACON FRANK IANNARINO

Iannarino is a deacon at St. Brigid of Kildare 
in Dublin, Ohio, as well as the director of 
the Diaconate Office within the Catholic 
Diocese of Columbus. He is also a chaplain 
at Bishop Watterson High School.
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F rom the start, music has 
been ingrained into new Vocal 
Music Director Lydia Smith-
Lockwood’s life. Practicing piano 

by age 3 and studying music therapy and 
education at Willamette University in 
Salem, Oregon, Smith-Lockwood has 
devoted her existence to this art form. 

She has taught for over 20 years in 
districts across central Ohio including 
Springfield City and Clark-Shawnee 
Local Schools. In 2011, she was given 
the Yale Distinguished Music Educator 
Award for Ohio.

Smith-Lockwood enjoys a wide range 
of  musical genres, from jazz and blues to 
rock of  the ’70s and ’80s, yet classical is 
her favorite by far.

“I grew up listening to Yo-Yo Ma in 
my living room with my mother, and a 
few years ago, I had the honor of  meeting 
him and actually performing with him,” 
Smith-Lockwood said. “[He’s] someone 
who’s definitely impacted my life.”

Smith-Lockwood finds that being 
surrounded by music introduces a form of  
communication that ignores boundaries. 

“Just being around musicians, both 
student musicians and world-renowned 
musicians, makes you realize the 
commonality of  the language,” Smith-
Lockwood said. 

She sees high school as a point to 
explore opportunities and disregards fears 
that may hold people back.

“I think you cannot limit yourself  in 
high school to what you might be good at 
or even just appreciate,” Smith-Lockwood 
said. “You don’t have to go out and 
perform. You don’t have to sing solos just 
be part of  a group.”

Smith-Lockwood also hopes to 
increase the number of  students involved 
in choir. 

“That’s really my biggest goal for being 
here. There’s a misperception in this 
building that choir is only for students that 
are really talented, and that’s completely 
inaccurate. I want to disavow everyone of  
that notion. This is something that should 
be inclusive,” Smith-Lockwood said. “We 
come together and sing to produce this 
wonderful art form that gives people a 
voice. It’s really powerful.” 

Arlingtonian looks into 
new Vocal Music Director 
Lydia Smith-Lockwood’s 

life and philosophies.
BY KATHERINE DOMINEK, ’19.
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◥ CONDUCTING CHOIR

Smith-Lockwood conducts the 
rehearsal of the Symphonic 
Choir, one of the five choral 

groups she teaches.
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Swept Up in Conversation
Well-known custodian Hermy Cuenca may leave UAHS this winter. BY SAMMY BONASSO, ’20.

 I keep on asking students, 
‘Have you found corn in 
corned beef ?’ They say, ‘I 
haven’t found any corn in 

corned beef.’ Because corn, in Irish 
Gaelic, is salt. So, it’s actually salted 
beef. Their crop is called maize. Maize 
was first cultivated by the Mayans. 
That’s the Mexicans’ contribution to the 
world of  agriculture.”

When students speak with Herminio 
“Hermy” Cuenca, the 70-year-old 
Filipino UAHS custodian, they discover 
his knowledge of  the world’s cultures and 
nations. Although Hermy comes from 
afar, he still gifts wisdom and trivia to 
receptive students and learns from them 
in turn.

Hermy, born the oldest of  seven 
children who now live in America and 
France, said his family was like a tribe due 
to its size. Growing up, Hermy learned 
many lessons from his elders.

These lessons focused on differentiating 
reality from fantasy, treating others with 
respect and reading “between the lines.” 
For instance, Hermy said people must 
recognize bias in all writing and try to 
interpret information objectively.

After college, Hermy worked at a 
Manila electrical power plant as an 
instruments and controls technician until 
he came to the U.S. in 2004. He worked 
as a bus aide for the UA School District 
before becoming a high school custodian 
in 2005.

“[I came to America] to support my 
family and have a job,” Hermy said. 
“Back home, we got privatized, and we 
were given early retirements.”

However, Hermy will leave soon after 
his daughter immigrates to the United 
States. He must first wait for her to receive 
permission from the United States to 
move here, and will then support her for 
three months while she finds employment.

Hermy said he plans to move back 
because if  he receives his retirement 
pension in America, he will be taxed 
and have to spend in dollars, but if  
in the Philippines, it will not be taxed 
and his money will be worth more in 
Philippine pesos.

Once in the Philippines, Hermy said 
he will volunteer in some organization like 
a marching band or drum corps.

“I used to play the drums [in high 
school],” Hermy said.

Though Hermy may soon leave, he 
said he has many fond stories in his time 
at UA.

For instance, Hermy appreciates the 
differences he sees at UAHS compared to 
high schools in the Philippines, notably 
the lack of  uniforms, different discipline 
system and diversity within students.

“This is a multicultural society,” 
Hermy said. “Although I experience it a 
lot in the Philippines, it’s only about the 
language, the dialect. There’s about 130 
major dialects in the Philippines. But here, 
I see a lot of  diversity. Aside from skin 
color, you see [it] even in religion: people 
are different. In the Philippines, you’re 
going to talk to mostly Catholics.”

Remembering his experiences at the 
high school, Hermy recalls one misuse of  
a Filipino word at the high school.

“I heard a bunch of  girls telling a girl 
in their group, ‘I’m so gaga with that boy.’ 
I approached them and told them about 
[the word]. If  you say gaga, that means 
stupid,” Hermy said.

Hermy would like to be remembered 
as the “smart janitor” when he leaves, due 
to the trivia and general knowledge he has 
given students. He finds this important 
because not as many people respect their 
elders as in the Philippines.

But, although Hermy wishes to leave 
an imprint on the high school’s students, 
he recognizes students’ impact on him.

“I also learn from them,” Hermy 
said. “Even though I’m old, I can still 
learn from them. I can learn from young 
people, from old people. I can even 
discern something that is inside them.” 

PHOTO BY GRACE CALL

Here, I see a lot of diversity. Aside from 
skin color, you see [it] even in religion. In 

the Philippines, you’re going to talk to 
mostly to Catholics.

CUSTODIAN HERMINIO CUENCA

“
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O n a misty morning in 
Ashland, Oregon, Senior 
Cameron Hutchinson, a 
long-time UAHS rower, 
steps onto a racing boat 

with seven other young men from around 
the country. Hutchinson’s morning will 
consist of  close discussions with coaches 
and rowing for 2.5 hours. After three 
years of  work on the UAHS crew team, 
Hutchinson has finally reached 
Junior National Team Under 
18 High Performance Camp, a 
highly selective training camp in 
Camden, N.J.

Cameron’s journey did not 
begin in Ashland but 3 years 
ago at the UAHS boathouse 
by Griggs Reservoir. There, 
Hutchinson, a freshman at the 
time, discovered his love for 
rowing. Hutchinson could be 
found by the boathouse all year, 
from winter to summer. 

Despite the work the sport 
required, Hutchinson found something 
special in it. He started to dream big, hoping 
to one day row with the best. 

“I decided I would try to reach that other 
level of  rowing. I told that to my coaches, 
and they just told me to work hard every 
day,” he said.

When sophomore year began, 
Hutchinson had fully committed to rowing.

“I woke up early to go on a run and lift 
on my own. Over the summer, I volunteered 
to teach other kids how to row, which also 

kept me in shape,” Hutchinson said.
After two years of  hard work, 

Hutchinson felt strong and fast enough 
to achieve his goals. The first step was 
to attend an identification camp. There, 
coaches and rowers would meet and the 
rowers would exhibit their abilities on an 
erg, a rowing machine. Performing well 
would mean securing a spot at the Junior 
National Team camp.

“They had us row 2,000 
meters for time. That was awful. 
They’re hell,” Hutchinson said.

For four weeks, Hutchinson 
waited for the news. One day, 
when he returned home, his mom 
showed him an email she received 
from the camp.

“[The email] read that I had 
been accepted into the summer 
training camp,” he said, “I felt 
ecstatic, and was completely 
caught off guard. I wasn’t 
expecting it.”

The next hurdle for 
Hutchinson was the camp’s price tag: 
$5,000. Hutchinson’s team and the 
community helped him raise money for 
the camp.

“My parents and I decided the best 
route to help pay for the camp was 
crowd source funding. I was and still am 
extremely grateful toward the community 
for giving me the opportunity to go to the 
camp,” he said.

Following the end of  the spring season, 
Hutchinson prepared to head to Ashland. 

Starting on June 14, Hutchinson and his 
team trained their hardest to dominate at 
the regatta in Camden held from July 11 
to July 15.

By the time the camp went to New 
Jersey, Hutchinson had earned a spot on the 
first boat. From then on, Hutchinson’s most 
important race was the one they had been 
training to win: the U-19 Men’s 8. 

“We ended up winning our main event 
by 3 seconds over 2000 meters, exactly what 
we had come there to do,” Hutchinson said.

After winning the U-19, the boat moved 
on to the intermediate event in which they 
were the only non-collegiate boat. After the 
time trials, the boat was seated eleventh, 
making into the semifinals. 

“We didn’t purposefully sandbag the 
race. We had raced eight times in the two 
days beforehand—we didn’t really have 
anything left,” Hutchinson said.

In the next race, the boys improved, they 
placed second in their heat, only 0.7 seconds 
behind the leaders. Their goal now was to 
medal in the finals.

“In the end, we took third over three 
other extremely talented boats full of  world-
class athletes,” he said.

After years of  training, Cameron’s goals 
had been achieved, but he’s not finished. 
Next summer, he hopes to be on the U.S. 
team at the Junior World Championships.

“I really hope to be in Tokyo 
representing the United States. Right now, 
though, I just want to focus on helping 
UA in the upcoming fall and spring 
seasons,” Hutchinson said. 

I decided I would 
try to reach that 

other level of 
rowing.

SENIOR CAMERON 
HUTCHINSON

Power Ten
Senior Cameron Hutchinson rowed at a selective camp last summer, claiming victory 
at Club Nationals. BY MATTHEW SHEPHERD, ’19.

▲ A DAY ON THE RIVER

One of Upper Arlington’s varsity eights, 
with senior Cameron Hutchinson in stroke 
seat, begins practice on the Scioto River. 

PHOTO BY JOSIE STEWART
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▲ PHOTO-OP

Jordan points for 
his picture in the 
hallway. His love 
for America is 
apparent even in 
his neck tie. 

Here’s lookin’ 
at you, kid
Meet Matthew Jordan, the new UAHS 
assistant principal. BY HALLIE UNDERWOOD, ’20.

I enjoy the 
commitment 
to academic 

excellence that 
I see from both 

students and 
teachers.

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL
MATTHEW JORDAN
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I f you walk through the attendance office doors and 
past the desks of the secretaries, one door will always 
be open. When assistant principal Matthew Jordan isn’t 
meeting with administration, sitting in on classes, or 

roaming the cafeteria and courtyard, he’s in his office helping 
manage UAHS.

Jordan, a former history teacher, decorated his office 
with sports memorabilia and treasures that show his love for 
American history. 

“I have a lot of different things in here that represent my 
different past,” Jordan said.

Jordan sits at his desk, looking at the posters, art and 
photographs that fill the space. Hanging on the wall are the 
Constitution and the Bill of Rights engraved in bronze.

Facing his desk is a framed photo of his family. Jordan grew 
up in Ravenna, Ohio a town located near Kent State University. 
The eldest of three children, his brother works in Columbus, 

and his sister is a special education 
teacher in Hudson City Schools.

While education is a common theme 
in Jordan’s family, he did not come from 
a long line of college graduates. Jordan 
was the first person in his family to attend 
and graduate from college. He went to 
Bowling Green State University, initially 
to be a pre-law student and political 
science major.

“I really enjoyed coaching football at 
Bowling Green High School. I switched 
from pre-law into education,” Jordan 
said.

Seen in the many sports souvenirs 
in his office, Jordan’s passion in the 
classroom is matched for his passion 
on a sports field. In high school, he 
participated in several sports including 
football, basketball and track. 

Jordan displays an old photograph of 
him meeting Lou Holtz, the former head 
football coach at Notre Dame.

“He’s the guy, you know?” Jordan 
said. “I met him a couple of other times, 
but I remember that one because it was 
the first time. He’s so down-to-Earth.”

Jordan also keeps a signed poster of 
George Bush and a 9/11 memorial poster 
displaying the Twin Towers and the 
quote “Freedom still stands.” 

One eye-catching photo displays a 
high-school aged girl with the American 
flag on her head. Jordan explains she 
was a student from Franklin Heights 
High School. 

“That piece of artwork won the 
Congressional District Three People’s 
Choice Award. It spent all of last year 
on the wall of the United States Capitol 
Building,” Jordan said.

Settling into UAHS, Jordan said he 
felt optimistic. 

“I enjoy the commitment to academic 
excellence that I see from both students 
and teachers,” Jordan said. “I enjoy 
seeing teachers trying to push kids to be 
better versions of themselves.”

Jordan said he wanted more than 
anything else to be approachable, and 
his office was always seen as a place for 
anyone in the building to come for help 
and support. 

As I walked out of Jordan’s office and 
closed the door, he called out: “Could you 
leave the door open?” He smiled, “My 
door’s always open.” 
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Arlingtonian Cartoon Caption Contest
This quarter, Arlingtonian released this 
cartoon on Schoology and asked: What 
should it be captioned? Here are the three 
winning lines. cartoon by ayah elsheikh.

First Place
“This will look good on my resumé in 10 years.”
Senior Jay Ozello

Second Place
“Sometimes things be like that though.”
Senior CJ Ibe

Third Place
“You vs. the guy she tells you not to worry about.”
Sophomore Maximos Montoney

Watch for the next Arlingtonian caption 
contest on our Twitter @arlingtonians!

“This will look good on my resumé in 10 years.”
Senior Jay Ozello

Stayed home on 
couch, watched 

MythBusters, ate 
Cheetos.

FRESHMAN 
ANNELIESE JOHANNI

EIGHT in EIGHT Eight students respond to a question 
in eight words. COMPILED BY JOSIE STEWART, ’21

When I dressed 
up as a flapper 

girl.

SOPHOMORE SOFIA 
IMITOLA

I got a single 
lollipop and went 

home.

FRESHMAN SULLEY 
BOSCHERT

Hit two hundred 
houses, 

couldn’t lift my 
pillowcase. 

SOPHOMORE BEN 
RIGNEY-CARROLL Police officer 

pulled us over, 
gave us candy.

JUNIOR ELLIE 
BOWMAN

Dressing up 
with friends as 

concubines from 
Mulan. 

SENIOR HANNAH SHI

When my sister 
wanted to be a 

motorcycle. 

JUNIOR RYAN 
SHARP

Trick or treating 
with my friends 

and family. 

SENIOR WILL TROTT

What is your favorite Halloween memory?
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You approve of the 
school's use of weighted 
GPAs. 

69% YAY, 11% NAY, 20% UNDECIDED

The Homecoming Court 
is an outdated tradition.

23% YAY, 57% NAY, 20% UNDECIDED

You pronounce gif as "jif."

43% YAY, 51% NAY, 7% UNDECIDED

You are bilingual or 
multilingual.

35% YAY, 52% NAY, 13% UNDECIDED

You prefer Kahoot over 
Quizlet Live.

72% YAY, 19% NAY, 9% UNDECIDED

You believe the SAT and 
ACT tests are an accurate 
reflection of your learning.

9% YAY, 68% NAY, 23% UNDECIDED

DATA FOR THIS YAY OR NAY WAS COMPILED THROUGH A 
VOLUNTARY ARLINGTONIAN SURVEY OF 294 STUDENTS

90%

52%

57%

M&Ms are better than 
Skittles.

52% YAY, 34% NAY, 14% UNDECIDED

69%

72%

56%

52%

You have attended or plan 
to attend a UAHS football 
game this fall.

71% YAY, 21% NAY, 8% UNDECIDED

Yay or Nay
COMPILED BY SOPHIE YANG, ‘19

71%

51%

68%

By the Numbers

ABOUT

Data for this By the Numbers was compiled 
through a voluntary Arlingtonian survey of 
251 students.

Surveys for By the Numbers and Yay or Nay 
are posted quarterly on Schoology for all 
students to take.

Additional student survey results are posted 
on the website at arlingtonian.com. To 
receive notifications when results come out, 
follow us on Twitter at @arlingtonians.

Explore UAHS through digits. COMPILED BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ’20.

2022
Three autumns from now, the brand new 
UAHS will be completed with its adjacent 
athletic fields. Only 34 months remain 
until the school has working bathroom 
locks and non-chaotic parking lots. 

38%
of students 

classify 
Starbucks’ 

Pumpkin Spice 
Latte as a fall 

staple. 

of students prefer 
fall over the other 
three seasons. Its 
perfect 60 degree 
weather and 

setting for Halloween—which 51 percent of 
students prefer over Thanksgiving—make for 
the best season. 

45%
of students say 
they enjoy watching 
horror films. This 
generation of 
Bears can enjoy 
the newly available 
films “The Nun” 
and “The Predator.” 
Both were released 
in September in 
preparation for 
Halloween.

56%
of students have purchased or 
plan to purchase an ACT/SAT 
prep book or tutoring session. 
Tutoring sessions average a cost 
of $75 per hour, and the Official 
ACT Prep Book costs $89.94. 

51%

53% 

of students are in an AP, IB, or 
honors level course according 
to an Arlingtonian survey. 87%

of students share their 
location with their parents 
via technology. The rise of 
GPS location devices has 
caused some parents to require kids to always 
share their location. Junior Kiki Lilly feels 
this practice limits her privacy. “It makes me 
feel suffocated and like I can’t make my own 
decisions without having my parents hover 
over me,” Lilly said. 

of UAHS students say their 
parents frequently check their 
GPA and have family conversations 
about their grades. Parental 
expectations factor into many 
students’ pressure to succeed. 

61%
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Students share an aspect of their 
lives. Interested in more? Check out 

@uaarlingtonian on Instagram. 
 BY CLARE DRISCOLL, ’19.

◀ SNOWBOARDING SCHOOL: 
     SOPHIA BROSSACK

After school today, I’m going to Easton to 
pick up my snowboard and snowboard 
boots and get fitted because this February, 
I’m going to Mt. Snow Academy in Vermont 
to train for a month. I’ll be doing four hours 
of private tutoring in the morning and 
snowboarding on the park from 1 to 4. 
I’m hoping to qualify for the X-Games or 
the Olympics. I’m hoping to go to a lot of 
competitions this year.

▶ FUTURE PEDIATRICIAN: RAIHAN NURRAHMAN

I aspire to be a pediatrician when I grow up. Mostly because 
my parents want me to be either a doctor or engineer, but 
I’m also just very interested in medicine. Health and biology 
classes at UAHS have really inspired me to pursue this 
career. I also love working with kids, which is a big part of 
the job. The only problem with this is my mom is always 
telling me that if I want to be a pediatrician, I can’t be afraid 
of blood. Whenever I see bloody pictures, I think, “Oh no. I 
can’t do this!” As I’ve learned more about the human body, 
I’ve gotten more used to it, and I know it shouldn’t be that 
scary for me anymore. I feel like I’ve gotten over that fear. I’m 
choosing to go after a job my family wants for me because 
I’ve been raised to be very protective of my family. Since 
they’ve raised me, the least I can do is care for them back, 
and the best way to do that is follow through with what they 
want for me. I also want to take what my family has taught 
me and emphasize that in my kids’ lives.
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▼ GETTING THE GOAL: NORA DIDAY

Today, we have a soccer game and I’m pretty excited. We 
haven’t been doing too well, but I think we’ll get better 
as the season goes on. I’ve been friends with people on 
the team for a while—it’s always fun playing with them. It 
would help us improve if we had more practices with the 
older girls on JVA and Varsity. They have more experience 
and I really like their coaches. I think it would help our team 
a lot if we had more chances to practice with them.
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i run a watermelon uprising. Under 
normal circumstances, “watermelon” 
and “uprising” should never sit in the 
same sentence. But that wasn’t what I was 
thinking six years ago when I decided 
watermelons needed justice, conjured a 
decidedly uninformative slogan—join the 
uprising—and set off to make the joke 
website of  joke websites. About fruit rights.

Since then, I’ve created a watermelon 
uprising Instagram, scrawled the website 
link on several dozen white boards, 
and somehow got 38 sign-ups in two 
days from Jones Middle School eighth 
graders two years after I’d left the place. 
Did I actually believe watermelons were 
“sentient beings” who “deserved to be 
eaten” and were deprived of  a reaching 
“something akin to enlightenment” 
when people smashed them in YouTube 
videos? Not exactly.

But without really intending it, what 
was supposed to be an extended joke 
became a part of  how those I know see 
me. I’m a Tumblr peruser, a notorious 
night owl and the watermelon girl.

Thinking back, I’ve wasted far too 
much time and effort establishing an 
uprising that no one—including myself—
may ever seriously join. I could’ve gone 
my entire life without photographing the 
melons at Market District.

Yet I don’t regret it. Creating the 
uprising gave me a place to put my 
energy. Growing up, I was—and still 
am—introverted. The uprising was a 
place to begin conversation, however 
awkward, with people I didn’t know. I’ve 
made acquaintances discussing the merits 
of  seedless watermelon, and I have a 
good laugh every time it’s brought up. 
Above all, I love it when my friends send 
me pictures of  watermelon merch they 
see in New York, or when I get a text 
from a classmate I haven’t talked to for 

half  a year that “Watermelon” by Tom 
Rosenthal is a good song to check out. It’s 
a little reminder that people think of  me.

I believe that when some of  us pass 
every day with fully packed schedules, 
thinking academics-academics-academics, 
tending to extracurriculars or being 
swept up in social obligations, it’s just 
about perfect to find something like the 
watermelon uprising is to me. Something 
we can go back to, something that’ll be 
waiting for us in the middle of  a long day. 
It doesn't matter if  it's productive or if  we 
have anything to show for it, only that it 
links us to others. That it makes us happy, 
however briefly.

This is why I continue to share the 
uprising 
and what 
I hope we 
can all find a 
piece of. Just 
remember 
that as 
strange as a 
concept is on 
the surface, 
it can be a 
very ordinary, 
very real 
reprieve—if  
we only let it be. Tiny.cc/uprising. 

BY SOPHIE YANG, �19

THOUGHTS OF 
A RECOVERING 
JUNIOR
You’re your own best guidance 
counselor, so make sure to set up 
an appointment with yourself.

it may stress you out to do it 
right now, but I strongly recommend 
you start planning your high school 
graduation pathway. I never did, and 
kind of  stumbled 
through freshman year 
up to senior year. 

Freshman year, 
instead of  taking 
public speaking and 
health, I chose to have 
a study hall. Though 
it’s always hard to 
transition from middle 
school to high school 
and a free period may 
be the thing you need, 
you might regret that 
choice later on when 
you’re a senior and you still don’t have 
your public speaking or health credits 
and have the occasional nightmare 
you won’t graduate in time. 

So, get those pesky credits out of  
the way earlier than later. Also, take 
advantage of  summer classes. Had 
I taken public speaking and health 

some time the past three summers, I 
would have only suffered for a couple 
of  weeks rather than three years. 

But anyway, hindsight is always 
20/20, right?

Obviously, you can’t take into 
account everything that will happen 
during high school. You might be like 
me and change your mind all the time 
and go from not wanting to do IB to 
deciding to do it in the span of  one 
day. But it’s still worth mapping out 
your high school path to have an idea 
of  what credits you need to get taken 
care of  so you can take full advantage 

of  the course offerings at 
the high school.

School is what you 
make of  it. If  you 
take all the classes you 
think you’re supposed 
to take but not the 
ones you want to take, 
you’ll be miserable. 
So it’s important to be 
honest with yourself  
and recognize how 
much of  a workload 
you’re willing to put on 
yourself. If  you want to 

study until the wee morning hours, 
knock your socks off. But if  you’re 
more focused on what you do outside 
of  school, then maybe don’t take that 
extra AP class. 

You’re your best guidance 
counselor, and that’s something that 
took me three years to realize. 

BY DYLAN CARLSON SIRVENT, �19

Don’t discount 
my watermelon 
uprising
Columnist discusses a joke project’s 
effect on her life and encourages 
students to find comfort in their own.
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Greenlit Gateway Project 
is no Emerald City
Columnist shares thoughts on the Arlington Gateway project.

A new chapter could begin in 
UA and it’s a tall tale, 11 stories 
to be exact. No. This isn’t some 
inversely constructed book, it’s 

a “luxury” apartment complex with office 
and retail space. 

Approved 5-1 by City Council, 
members’ eyes flashed green as dollar 
signs obscured their vision. The Arlington 
Gateway will provide over a million dollars 
in annual income tax, but will the cost be 
greater for UA residents?

The building will be constructed on 
the corner of  North Star Road and W. 
Lane Avenue on the lot that currently 
holds a Half  Price Books and Pizza Hut. 
Convenience-wise, there may be an 
increase of  traffic at this intersection—a 
traffic study must be completed before 
construction—but the location will also 
lose nostalgia generated by the bookstore 
and pizza chain.

A classic red roof. Grease smears 
on booth seats. Clatter of  pans from 
the kitchen. A floral-printed restroom. 
Laughter from a table seating four. This 

fast-food establishment will be missed.
Half  Price Books, a destination for 

rainy day stays and haven 
of  all good books (and 
music), has been one of  my 
favorite stops in UA. 

Walking through the 
door, my mind floods 
with memories: clearance 
Halloween decorations 
(turned bedroom décor) 
bought off the counter 
display, CDs from an 
obscure band I got way 
too into freshman year and 
a walk through the aisles 
with a friend in search of  
romance novels and true crime mysteries. 

I will greatly miss the staff who always 
had insight and opinions about the book 
you were purchasing for English.

Arlington Gateway. This piece of  work, 
an honest “masterpiece,” will be a high 
rise amongst fields of  corn. A sore thumb 
literally overshadowing the work of  green 
thumbs. I imagine developers looking 

through the maize viewing a green light 
far out within the Columbus skyline. They 

grasp for rich bachelors 
and wealthy divorcées.

This development 
furthers the systemic 
gentrification of  the 
UA community. Rather 
than build for luxury, 
why not build for the 
average family? I guess it 
makes sense according to 
business logic, but what 
about overall community 
standards and goals? 

Cutting out sectors of  
the population will not 

promote a diverse future demographic, as 
current accessibility is minimal. UA has 
evolved to cater to family life with parks, 
recreational activities and a striving school 
system. Most growing families don’t have 
the pocketbook for this proposed price tag. 

But, maybe I’m just the Wicked Witch 
of  the East because these apartments have 
me pressed. 

PHOTO BY GRACE CALL

BY KATHERINE DOMINEK, ’19

▲ HALF PRICE 
BOOKS

The local 
bookstore 
stands on 
the future 
construction 
site of Arlington 
Gateway.

30  |   ISSUE 2  |  SEPTEMBER 28,  2018 FOLLOW US ON TWITTER @ARLINGTONIANS



W elcome to Upper 
Arlington High 
School. 1903 
students. Average 
ACT: 29. Average 

SAT: 1320. Average GPA: 3.32 to 3.67.
It’s so easy in a competitive 

environment like UAHS 
to feel like a walking 
number where 
every test we 
take, speech we 
give and essay 
we write adds or 
subtracts points 
from our worth. 
Though we may not 
have class ranks, 
every day is still a 
comparison game. 
We live expecting 
a perfect score and 
being crushed by every 
point off. 

College can sometimes 
be built up to represent 
the rest of  our lives. The 
amount of  times you’ll 
hear “I’m never getting 
into college” is astounding 
when in reality, there are 
universities out there for all of  
us and other options aside from 
traditional university. But everyone also 
knows that to be recognized in UA, you 
have to be going to a top college, not 

just a college.
It’s sometimes easy to forget that 

future education is just a small window 
into the large and exciting future we’re 
going to have. This constant attention we 
have to the college application process 
makes near impossible to enjoy our last 

few moments 
of  childhood. 

This is made even worse when 
we choose to compare the weight of  one 
person’s application to another. 

As Theodore Roosevelt once said, 

“Comparison is the thief  of  joy.” 
This rings true in the world of  Upper 
Arlington High School. When you 
spend four years comparing all of  your 
numbers to the numbers of  people you 
have known since kindergarten, it can 
be more draining than we realize. It can 

feel like we’ve lost a bit of  ourselves 
along the way.

But these numbers that 
we’re so worried about 
boosting only show a 
small bit of  a person. 

They don’t show our 
creativity. They don’t 
show our personalities. 
They don’t show our 
athletic ability. They 
don’t show our 
passions or our 
character.

It is so important 
to find a way to 

separate our scores and 
the value we give ourselves as 
people. Every single student 
in this school is going to have 
strengths and weaknesses 
outside of  school, and in the 

long run, they matter much more 
than grades. 

When the numbers start getting you 
down, please remember that the college 
search is about finding the right school 
for you. It’s not about turning yourself  
into the right student for the school. 

FIGHTING THE FIGURES
Staff urges students to appreciate themselves beyond a test score. 
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