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S pirit, the feeling that something is buzzing in the air 
around us, an extra bounce in the steps we take, a 
collection of  wider smiles, fills the halls of  UAHS 

this week. There is a sense of  excitement, anticipation and 
energy in the student body, fueled by Student Council’s 
annual Spirit Week and plans for Saturday night’s 

Homecoming Dance. 
In this issue, Arlingtonian staff dives 

deeper into the spirit of  our school. As 
the year progresses, we are getting to 
know one another and all that makes us 
unique—from our differences in belief  
on page 10, to our expressions of  opinion 
on page 16. When stories cover matters 
of  this weight, our writers’ jobs are more 
difficult. There is more research. There 
are more interviews. There are more 
times when we take steps back to remind 
ourselves of  our angle and our story’s 
purpose. There are fewer respondents 
and fewer people who feel confident 
enough to talk to us. The stories 
produced in this issue brought out the 
closeted spirit in all of  us; the staff was 
forced to reflect on our own morals and 
character while investigating the buzz of  
spirit and spirituality at UAHS. 

I am proud of  our staff writers 
who have pushed through feelings 

of  frustration, excitement and success, channeling a 
spirited mindset these past three weeks in preparation 
for the issue you hold between your hands. We hope it 
accurately captures the spirit of  issues and events relevant 
to our community while sparking reflection and debate 
surrounding big questions. Happy Spirit Week and happy 
Homecoming, Bears. 
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I n anticipation for the Homecoming 
dance, students are buying dresses 
and suits to fit the occasion, 

designing posters to advertise the event, 
asking their peers to accompany them as 
dates and are voting their favorite seniors 
to Homecoming Court. 

On Sept. 21, Student Council will 
throw an “Out of  this World” space 
themed dance with several activities, 
snacks and a meticulously crafted playlist 
for the student body to enjoy.

Alex Criss, senior and one of  the Co-
Student Council Presidents, said Student 
Council originally voted for an Area 
51 theme, alluding to the viral Twitter 
joke where hundreds of  thousands of  
people signed on to a Facebook event that 
mapped out a plan to “storm Area 51” 
on a quest to discover the “aliens they 

are hiding.” Twitter blew up with jokes 
and comments about the “raid” set to 
take place on Sept. 20, the day before the 
Homecoming dance. 

“Our original idea was Area 51, and 
that won,” Criss said. “But then [our 
adviser]  talked to us and said, ‘Hey, if  
people do die in the raid, like not saying 
that’s going to happen, or the raid is 
even going to happen, but we can’t have 
everybody celebrating the raid.’ So we 
changed it to space because it’s [similar].”

Criss also said that it is the “50th 
anniversary of  the moon landing,” which 
also “fits in well with [the theme].”

Once Student Council chose a theme, 
they reached out to media arts teacher 
Melissa Haines to see if  her design 
students could make a poster to advertise 
the dance. 

“Student Council approached us with 
their theme and I passed it on to my 
advanced students to design posters,” 
Haines said. “They were given one week 
and had key elements [about the dance].”

Haines said her students used different 
platforms to create their posters, like 
Adobe Illustrator and Photoshop. 

Senior Ellie Hartranft’s poster was 
chosen. 

“The poster was chosen by the 
officers, who are all seniors, and 
together they decided on which one they 
thought represented what they wanted 
Homecoming to be,” said Kim Brown, 
Student Council adviser. “I think they like 
the font [Hartranft used]. They also liked 
what it looked like with all the planets in 
the background.”

Student Council plans to have myriad 
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Students anticipate 
a space themed 
homecoming dance.

STORY BY CALLIA PETERSON ‘22
GRAPHIC BY SOPHIA SHEN ‘21

91%

of students like the 
tradition of crowning 
a Homecoming queen 
and king. 

Homecoming 
Data and Statistics

58%76%

Data for this 
infographic was 

compiled through a  
voluntary survey of 

207 students.

  DATA COMPILED BY CALLIA PETERSON ‘22.

of students attending the dance are going to 
wear a short to midlength dress or suit and tie 
while

of students plan on attending the 
Homecoming Dance this year. 

of students attending 
the dance are wearing 
something else or have not 
decided.

detailed decorations and themed activities 
for the dance. The decorations include 
black lights and galaxy lights in the gym 
and a blackout entrance with lasers. 
There will also be a photo booth, Wii 
game center, bounce house, and a velcro 
wall in the auditorium lobby.

Criss said she hopes the activities will 
increase turnout and incentivize students 
to stay longer at the dance. 

“We don’t have a ton of  participation 
and students,” Criss said. “But we’re 
working on a good playlist so kids will 
really enjoy the music and dance, and we 
are also making the activities at the dance 
fun so people are willing to stay longer 
than 15 minutes, which happens a lot.”

Students can purchase tickets for 
$28. Criss said the dance acts as Student 
Council’s main fundraiser for the year. 

“The profits we make at Homecoming 

are what we use to give grants to students, 
help pay fees for volunteering events and 
buy T-shirts for the club,” Criss said. 
“[The moeny] goes back to the school.”

The dance will occur from 8 to 11 
p.m., with no admittance after 9:45 p.m. 

Will Reynolds, Criss’s Co-President of  
Student Council, encourages students to 
attend the dance. 

“Go to homecoming and have a fun 
time and just make it the best,” Reynolds 
said. “It’s homecoming, it happens once a 
year, so just have fun with it.” 

An
Out of this 
World
Homecoming 9%
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SCHOOL BOARD PREPARES FOR CHANGE

Voters will select from a pool of  four candidates vying for three seats 
on the Upper Arlington Board of  Education in what is sure to 

prove to be a tight race this November.
Two of  three incumbents—Stacey Royer and Marjory Pizzuti, who 

was selected to replace Robin Comfort after her death last month—will 
not seek re-election. The third, Nancy Drees, will be running against Nic 
Fortkamp, Jenny McKenna and Lori Trent. In the coming months the 
candidates will show voters they have what it takes to serve on the board.

Drees has served on the board for two terms. Before being elected 
nearly a decade ago, Drees was a member of  such groups as the high 
school PTO and the Upper Arlington Civic Association. 

For Fortkamp, a UA alum, the decision to run was personal. Fort-
kamp has had experience on several committees and groups, including 
Leadership UA. If  elected, Fortkamp hopes to make the district more 
inclusive as well as improve sustainability.

Jenny McKenna is the former president of  the Barrington PTO and 
currently serves on the Barrington Building Steering Committee. Her 
campaign platform is composed of  stronger communication at the district 
level and higher prioritization of  student social and emotional well-being. 

Lori Trent has experience in teaching and has served in a myriad of  
UA committees, such as the district Strategic Core Group. She unsuccess-
fully ran for a seat on the school board in 2011. Issues pertinent to her 
campaign include modernizing the district’s pedagogy, integrating service 
learning into the curriculum, and effecting greater inclusivity district-wide.

The candidates’ stances on the issues are as varied as their backgrounds. 
On the contentious issue of  open lunch, for example, Drees cast the single 
vote against closing lunch in the summer of  2018. “An open campus isn’t 
going to kill us and a closed campus isn’t going to save us,” she said.

McKenna disagreed. She said “it would be irresponsible” not to end 
the open lunch program. 

Fortkamp supports keeping the lunch hour closed, primarily out of  
safety concerns, but under the stipulation that students are afforded free-
dom and a varied menu during the lunch hour “because if  you’re going 
to be taking something away, you’ve got to replace it with something 
that is palpable to the students.” 

Trent lies in the middle of  the issue, proposing a system whereby 
students earn the right to leave campus during the lunch hour.

BY JOURNALISM I STUDENT JAMES U., ’23

REDEVELOPMENT APPROVED FOR 
GOLDEN BEAR CENTER

After going through many revisions and community hearings, devel-
opment was recently approved by UA’s Board of  Zoning and Plan-

ning to replace the Golden Bear Shopping Center on Riverside Drive.
On Aug. 19, the Board of  Zoning and Planning (BZAP) unanimously 

passed a revised plan to redevelop the Golden Bear Shopping Center into 
a five-story, mixed-use complex complete with ground floor retail, second 
floor office space, and three levels of  condominiums. The final plan was a 
result of  months of  partnership with the developer, Arcadia Development 
of  Ohio LLC, and involved many revisions to the original blueprint.

After the initial meeting, reductions in both height and floor space were 
made by the Board to keep the building within zoning requirements.

“[Arcadia Development] came in with a six-story plan that was 
pretty tall, and we have a height limit of  54 feet in that area, so basi-
cally like a four-story building, or even a five-story building,” said Justin 
Milam, Planning Officer for the City of  Upper Arlington.

BZAP eliminated one story from the development; Milam said that 
the height is now in line with other approved projects.

Scott Patton, managing partner at Arcadia Development, said he is ex-
cited for the residential component that the condominiums will bring to UA.

“It’s going to open up an opportunity for your grandparents, your 
friends’ grandparents, to stay within the community they love and at 
the same time, not have to worry about ... all the other upkeep that 
goes with having a house,” Patton said. Additionally, the development is 
expected to bring in 3.9 million dollars in income tax for the city.

But despite the advantages of  the development, community mem-
bers like freshman Gavin Zember-Stiffler have expressed concerns for 
the current tenants in the Golden Bear Shopping Center. The tenants 
include the only post office in town, Figlio, Colin’s Coffee and other 
beloved shops.

“I think it’s a good idea to replace old buildings with new, renovated 
ones,” he said. “But, if  it means taking a lot of  people out of  business 
and removing shops and stuff ... then I don’t think it’s worth it.”

Zember-Stiffler is not alone. Others have expressed similar dissatisfaction.
“It’s a balance that the property owner and the developer kind of  have 

to walk with their tenants,” Milam said. “Hopefully [the shops] can be 
retained or relocated somewhere close by.”

BY JOURNALISM I STUDENT MEGHAN BEERY, ’21

NEWS BRIEFS                   SPONSORED BY NORWESTER YEARBOOK

CITY COUNCIL ELECTION

5 candidates vie for 3 seats, 
citing issues ranging from 
safety to development to 
transportation

In the upcoming Upper Arlington City 
Council election, there are five candidates, 

all ranging in ideas and experience.
The 2019 election marks Michaela 

Burriss’ second bid for City Council, with a 
spotlight on health and safety. Burriss said 
mass transit is a top priority of  hers, as well 
as health problems that are affiliated with an 
increase in traffic density, including asthma. 
She also said that bike lanes would be an 
important addition to UA’s roads, as well as 
forming a specific shuttle service to and from 
downtown Columbus.

Candidates Burriss and Angela 
Lanctot have made creating new modes of  
transportation within Upper Arlington one 
of  their top concerns, with both trying to find 
simple travel alternatives for citizens.

Angela Lanctot, a City Council 
hopeful, has no previous experience 
in politics, but has been a community 
organizer for cancer research funding and 
has set transport as a priority.

Lanctot expressed an interest in 
constructing more pathways to make walking 
a safer form of  commuting.

Incumbent Carolyn Casper is putting 
her focus on transparency and economic 
development in UA. “The goal [of  City 
Council] is to include the citizens,” she said. 
“The product of  government is to have 
satisfied citizens, it’s not a profit.” 

One of  her campaign priorities is to 
ensure citizens’ voices are heard in the 
Council’s decision-making process, a 

sentiment shared by fellow City Council 
member Brendan King.

King is bringing his attention toward 
improving the city’s infrastructure while 
running for re-election. He has spoken about 
maintaining and improving UA’s civic assets, 
like the Kingsdale Macy’s lot. 

“We’ve got to make sure [the lot], because 
it’s in the heart of  our city, maximizes the 
benefit to all the residents,” King said.

Candidate John Kulewicz is making 
parks and recreation his first concern on 
the campaign trail. Kulewicz’s leading 
priorities are the response times of  Upper 
Arlington’s emergency services and creating 
a program “through which every child in 
UA, by age 5, will know how to swim,” 
Kulewicz said.

The upcoming 2019 election will be held 
Tuesday, Nov. 5.

BY JOURNALISM I STUDENT 
MIA DORON, ’23
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F or freshman Sam Rosen, many 
conversations begin with the 
golden coated companion that sits 

at his feet. Roma, a golden lab mix, has 
been Rosen’s service dog for seven years 
and travels with him during most of  the 
school day.

Rosen and Roma met when she was 
two months old, after she originally failed 
training to become a service dog. Rosen 
still took in Roma and soon after, she 
completed training through a separate 
program in 15 days, officially becoming 
Rosen’s companion.

The high school is a new environment 
for both Rosen and Roma after coming 
from Jones Middle School, but despite 
any challenges, Roma has adjusted 
quickly to her new surroundings.

“She has to get to know the 
whole school, but she’s fast. She 
probably knows the school better 
than I do,” said Rosen.

Not only does Roma 
help Rosen get around in 
the hallways, she also helps 
calm him down anytime he       
becomes nervous.

“She makes things easier,” 
Rosen said. “She just calms 
things down and she 
understands when I’m 
nervous.”

When Roma detects any stress from 
Rosen, she typically puts her head in his 
hands or paws at him to try to ease the 
situation.

“She helps so much, especially during 
school and in areas with a lot of  people. I 
get really nervous during those times so she 
just makes everything calm and makes it 
easier to talk to people, too,” Rosen said. “A 
lot of  the conversations [revolve] around 
Roma. So [I can talk about] things I know 
about and that are easy [for me]. Once I 

get to know a person, it becomes less about 
Roma and more of  an actual friendship.”

These small gestures make a great 
difference, especially with Rosen’s daily 
interactions and comfort during class.

“[Before I had Roma,] I was behind on 
a lot of  stuff. I couldn’t focus,” said Rosen.

Rosen had the idea for a service dog 
after seeing their positive effects with one 
of  his friends. Soon later, Roma came 
into his life and the two have fostered 
a relationship over time to help Rosen 
during school, but also to be a pet that he 
can enjoy at home.

Although both Rosen and Roma can 
relax at home, Roma is typically seen in a 
service dog vest during the school day to 
signal to others that she is there to help, 
but also for Roma herself  so she knows 
she’s on duty.

“I noticed while in class that people 
tend to like to reach out for Roma to 

pet her. You can’t really pet her while 
her vest is on. If  her vest were to 

be off [after school], you can 
pet her. If  her vest is on and so 
many people are petting her, it 
makes all the hard work that 
we did in training go away,” 
Rosen said. “She knows 

that when the vest is on she’s 
working, and when the vest is 

off, she’s not.” 

Roma-ing 
the Halls

Freshman Sam Rosen travels with his service dog throughout the school day and 
continues to build his relationship with her.  BY AYAH ELSHEIKH, ‘20 AND JOSIE STEWART, ‘21. 

PHOTO BY BRIDGET MITCHELL, ‘22.
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Upper Arlington High 
School is a public institution 
with a public mission, vision 
and set of  values. Within the 
school, there are students and 
staff who exhibit diversity of  
thought, sexuality, race and 
faith. Among these topics, the 
concept of  different religious 
viewpoints can be subject 
to controversy because of  
its emotional weight and 
varying implications for 

student and staff life. 
According to a voluntary Arlingtonian 

survey of  238 students and staff members, 
58 percent of  responders report that they 
identify with a set of  religious beliefs. 
Among these responses, students and staff 
said they identify with 1 of  14 different 
religious affiliations. 

YOUNG LIFE

Young Life is a non-denominational 
Christian ministry founded in Texas with 
branches extending into 90 countries and 

all 50 states. With a mission to introduce 
adolescents to Jesus Christ and help them 
grow in their faith, the Upper Arlington 
community of  Young Life volunteers and 
staff invite UAHS students to partake in 
Club and Campaigners on Monday and 
Wednesday nights. Students are given the 
opportunity to build connections with 
Ohio State University student volunteers 
while meeting like-minded peers at the 
high school. 

In the 2018-2019 school year, students 
remember seeing Young Life volunteers 
in the hallways talking with students 
after school. Principal Andrew Theado 
addresses their presence in the hallways, 
assuring secularism is practiced. 

“UA Young Life is not affiliated with 
Upper Arlington High School,” Theado 
said. “As a public institution, every 
employee here is obligated to support 
every single kid, so we cannot bring our 
own personal beliefs into that.”

Theado believes confusion about this 
secularization could stem from how we 
identify clubs at UAHS. Administration is 
focused on defining student life at the high 
school, including how clubs are sponsored 
or not sponsored by administration. There 
are a few clubs that are affiliated with 
Upper Arlington High School and there 
are a much larger quantity of  clubs that 
meet in Upper Arlington High School 
without this affiliation.

“There is a difference,” Theado said. 
“[Young Life] is allowed to, just like any 
other organization, rent our space as long 
as they go through the right processes. 
Young Life does, as they have [in the 
past], rent out our space. [They] have 
held meetings in our space, which we 
allow organizations to do. That’s not 
anything new.”

This separation between Young Life 
and the school can be blurred to students 
sometimes, but Theado assures that there 

Students’ participation 
in religious clubs 

outside of school 
sparks a conversation 

about secularism 
within the halls of 

UAHS.
BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ‘20 
AND JOSIE STEWART, ‘21. 

Where’s 
the 

Line?

◀ MILLER PARK

A group of students enjoys a paint 
war sponsored by Young Life. 

PHOTO COURTESY ELLIE HARTRANFT
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is no direct connection, nor should there 
be with students.

“Are these folks [from Young Life], 
or any folks, really coming into the 
building and recruiting folks or recruiting 
students for religious types of  clubs? If  
that is happening, then that needs to 
stop,” Theado said. “That should not be 
happening.”

Theado said that an anonymous 
student has recently expressed concern to 
him in this, but that the school will look 
into any accusations of  forcing religion 
into the high school or trying to get 
students to join religious groups.

“Just like every organization, there are 
folks who are doing all the right things 
and there are folks who are probably not 
doing everything right,” he said. “And I 
know that for students, there are some 
who probably get a lot of  good things 
out of  Young Life, and there’s definitely 
students who do not.”

EXCLUSION OR INCLUSION

In the same Arlingtonian survey, 57 
percent of  students identified with either 
Catholicism or Non-Denominational 
Christianity. Junior Nicholas Jackson 
believes that because more than half  of  
the school associated with Christianity 
in some form, students who identify with 
different beliefs or lack there of, can be 
excluded from conversations and groups.

“Obviously the majority of  the school 
is Christian. They subscribe to religion,” 
Jackson said. “So it is logical to have 
places like [Young Life] for [Christian] 
kids to go. But what about the small 
population of  kids who are Muslim or 
Jewish? I think to a certain extent, you can 
provide opportunities for them, but it’s 
hard to definitely get all of  them and it’s 
hard to draw a line. So yes, you just have 

to do your best and let them know that 
there are places for them that they can 
feel comfortable with and find common 
ground with people.”

German teacher and leader of  
Ambassadors of  Change Tricia Fellinger 
also believes inclusion is very important, 
including when talking about religion.

“I think that students make 
comments that are inappropriate but 
they don’t understand how hurtful it 
is to that person,” Fellinger said. “And 
so, I think that that can happen and 
I think that sometimes people make 
associations [concerning religion]. For 
example, maybe they make associations 
between Muslims and terrorists. That’s 
really hurtful to that person, to that 
community.”

Both Fellinger and Jackson also 
mention the students who are atheist or 
agnostic with a lack of  belief  or lack of  
knowledge of  religion. 

“I think that maybe some students 
who are atheist could feel isolated because 
if  you think about it, our culture is so 
impacted by Christiany. We take it so 
much for granted because we’ve grown 
up with it even if  you’re not a religious 
person,” Fellinger said. “Our practices are 
often based on Christianity like holidays 
and days that we have off.”

This is shown throughout school and 
occasionally the community, but for 
Jackson it happens even more often in his 
IB World Religions course while having 
class discussions with students who mainly 
identify as Christian. 

“Sometimes just by circumstance, 
you’re in a place where a lot of  people 
think the same way… and you feel you 
are the only outsider,” he said. “Which 
is not really anyone’s fault. It’s just kind 
of  a byproduct of  [being] in a class with 
Christians. Obviously, it’s gonna feel 

weird.”
The exclusion 

of  some students 
spans outside of  

different beliefs and 
religions, especially 

when considering 
Christian groups such as 

Young Life. 
Young Life as an 

organization, is said to 
discourage “acts on homosexual 

desires.” There was speculation 
in May that a college-aged leader for 
Young Life UA was let go due to her 
open support of  LGBTQ+ students. This 
leader, as well as Chris Ramsey, Young 
Life Central Columbus staff member, 
declined to comment on the matter. 

Junior Harrison Frenken, who attends 
Young Life UA events, said he was not 
aware that the international organization 
is said to not support the LGBTQ+ 
community. Although Frenken does not 
identify with a specific belief  system or 
religion, he says he goes to Young Life 
about once every week because he finds 
the organization and activities interesting. 

Frenken himself  is a supporter of  
homosexuality as his uncle is gay.

“I find the idea that [gay people 
cannot be leaders] pretty disturbing 
because even if  you are gay you should 
still have the opportunity to teach younger 
kids and hang out with them to show 
them a step into your life and into your 
beliefs,” he said.

Frenken also said that the students who 
he talks to in the Upper Arlington chapter 
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are also supporters of  homosexuality and 
the leaders do not mention their stance on 
the topic at all.

Although students who are a part of  
the LGBTQ+ community are permitted 
to participate in all Young Life activities, 
some students are discouraged because 
they feel they are not supported by the 
organization in general. 

Junior Mary Molnar who is a part of  
the LGBTQ+ community thinks that 
students should not support the part of  
the organization that does not accept 
homosexuality.

“I think it’s stupid [if  people do not 
support homosexuality due to religion.] 
I don’t care about religion—you can do 
whatever you want—that’s fine,” Molnar 
said. “I’m not against that, obviously. I 
think it’s just an excuse to be a jerk.”

Molnar, similar to Frenken, was also 
not aware that the group is said to not 
support homosexuality and leaders were 
not allowed to be part of  that community.

“I don’t agree with the [fact that gay 
people cannot be leaders.] I doubt many 
people knew that in the first place. I don’t 
know, though,” she said.  “That sucks 
to hear that. I don’t think people should 
be not supporting such a big part of  the 
school’s community.”

WHERE TO GO

Although the high school may look 
into the connections between the 
program and the school, Theado said 
that UAHS offers many other chances 
for students to be involved with like-
minded peers through school programs, 
student clubs or school-affiliated clubs.

Fellinger similarly believes in the 
importance of  inclusion in everything 
in the high school whether relating to 
religion or otherwise.

“I think that [inclusion] plays a 
huge role in building a community —a 
community where students can learn 
and can thrive,” she said. “There is a 
relationship between students feeling 
like they belong to a community and 
being able to learn and to grow. Not 
just to grow as a student, but to grow as 

a human being.”
Jackson mentions this specifically, 

especially considering his experiences 
in IB World Religions where students 
from all belief  systems and ideas can 
share.

“I think that everyone’s a little 
hesitant to talk about [religion] at first, 
because it is kind of  a touchy subject. 
But when you do let go of  that fear a 
little and express your views, you find 
that a lot of  people will do the same,” 
Jackson said. “[People have] similar 
viewpoints, and then you can kind of  
congregate and then form common 
ground with them. [That] makes you 
feel a little better about expressing 
yourself.” 

Topics such as religion can be 
uncomfortable for some people because 
of  the wide range of  views 

“You just kind of  kind of  have to 
focus on the conversation. Sometimes 
when you have a conversation full 
of  all religious people, it’s important 
to have a perspective of  a religious 
atheist. But sometimes you get that 
‘group thing’ when you don’t have a 
different perspective and you kind of  
start bouncing similar ideas off  of  each 
other and it becomes kind of  an echo 
chamber,” Jackson said. 
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Chemistry teacher Philip Lampe has 
taught at UAHS for 36 years and 
plans on spending a few more in 

the new school. He split his time for all 36 
years between his two Honors Chemistry 
rooms but is now facing a change of  scenery 
with an entirely new building.

“Sure, I’ll [miss the current building], 
but I really will not miss the green tile. This 
building has basically gas station decor,” 
Lampe said.

He reflects on the sentimentality of  
seeing generations of  students come through 
his classrooms and losing the room where 
he taught his first class ever, but also looks 
forward to making memories in the new 
building. 

“I am excited to see a change in venue,” 
Lampe said. “I was just thinking coming 
in that, when I first started teaching I was 
primarily in [room] 140 and we actually 
used to have a student smoking section. One 
day, a kid flipped his cigarette in through the 
window and they decided that wasn’t a good 
idea [for the section] to be by a room with 
combustible things. They then asked [me], 
“Would you like to serve on a committee 
for relocating the student smoking area?” 
Looking at it, 36 years ago, I was like ‘Okay’ 
because I just wanted it out of  my classroom 
area for safety reasons. We toured all the 

Trading Spaces
Teachers reflect on their time in the current building and prepare to move into the 
new one.  BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ‘20 AND JOSIE STEWART, ‘21

grounds, and I can’t even remember where 
we decided to put it.”

Photography teacher Scott Wittenburg 
also shares a degree of  sentiment after his 
22 years in the building, but also thinks he 
will enjoy the new building. 

“So many things have happened [in my 
classroom] because it is an art and it’s a 
very dynamic room. We have photoshoots 
in here, we have kids developing film 
in the dark room, there’s just so much 
going on and so all the things that have 
emanated from that will also be in my 
brain,” Wittenburg said. “I’ll look at all of  it 
fondly. I’ve loved teaching here but I guess 
sometimes you got to wring out the old and 
bring in the new.”

Math teacher Daniel Rohrs has been 
teaching in the current building since the 
1984-1985 school year. He has noticed a 
change in the culture of  the high school 
as the nation and the world pass through 
similar cultural shifts. 

“There are a lot more people who 
discuss things in class that [students] would 
never have thought about discussing in front 
of  an adult of  any sort [when I started],”     
he said. 

Although the teachers are excited for 
the new environment, they recognize the 
adjustments for them as well.

“Apparently I’ll be teaching on the third 
floor so I’ll probably be more aerobically 
fit instead of  just strolling in the doors and 
plopping right [at my desk],” Lampe said. “I 
think it will be good for me health-wise.”

Wittenburg also will have to adjust with 
the art departments’ classes will be split 
amongst the three floors and his dark room 
for students will be smaller than it is in the 
current building. 

“I think we’re all going to be thrown in 
a whole new environment with different 
places to go while getting used to where to 
go,” he said. 

Lampe, on the other hand, will not miss 
his beat up classroom and broken drawers 
that he has experienced over the years. 

“[The new school] sounds very exciting 
and very lovely and I can’t wait to get 
there,” he said. “I guess I just feel sorry for 
the maintenance people who will have to 
scrub people’s fingerprints off of  the glass 
[in the new building] all the time.” 

� ROOM 171

Photography teacher Scott 
Wittenburg sits at his current desk. 

PHOTO BY GRACE CALL.
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When teachers heard the news of a 
full transition from Schoology to Canvas, 
some were excited, some remained 
indifferent, and many were annoyed. 

During the first week back to school, 
students heard a variety of  opinions 
from their teachers on the mandatory 
transition to Canvas that is set to take 
place in stages within the next year. 
With efforts to provide more uniformity 
for students and parents, the district 
is enforcing restrictions on different 
Learning Management Systems (LMS), 
such as Google Classroom and Moodle, 
already. Next year, they will stop funding 
for Schoology and expect all teachers to 
use Canvas. 

Denise Lutz, director of  Technology 
for the district said, “We really want to 
create one place for all kids to [check their 
assignments] and all parents to check 
in on grades and assignments, without 
having some people use Schoology, some 
people use [another LMS] and some 
people not use anything. We really needed 
to build that one stop shop.”

MAKING THE DECISION 

Lutz assembled a committee of  
teachers to look at several different LMS 
programs and choose the one that would 
best serve students, parents and teachers.

According to Lutz, the committee 
looked at the features of  these products, 
and narrowed it down to the two top 
contenders: Schoology and Canvas. Both 
vendors met with the group of  evaluators 

So Long, 
Schoology
The district transitions to 
Canvas after 3 years using 
Schoology.
BY CALLIA PETERSON, ’22. GRAPHICS 
BY MORGAN PLAGENZ, ‘21 AND SOPHIA 
SHEN, ‘21.
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So Long, 
Schoology

to show off their products. Following 
the presentations, the committee looked 
at features such as the cost, support 
packages, trends from K through 12 
sources and higher education, as well as 
overall look. 

“After weighing out all those parts and 
pieces, Canvas was definitely in the lead,” 
Lutz said. 

Micheal Donelson, an FLC teacher 
and early adopter of  Canvas, was a 
member of  the committee. He explained 
that the teachers did not see many 
differences between the two systems. 
However, the price was a lot more 
attractive for Canvas. 

“I think largely, the dollar amount 
is what determined the difference,” 
Donelson said. “It was about $20,000 
different.”

Donelson also noted that the 
committee tried to negotiate with 
Schoology to get them to keep the district 
as customers. But, they were not eager to 
comply.

“They didn’t budge. In fact they 
didn’t do a very good job of  presenting 
themselves,” Donelson said. “I mean, 
they were there at the same time as their 
competitor, so you would think they 
would have come in and given us the star 
treatment to try to keep our business. But 
they didn’t.”

Lutz also agreed that the cost was 
significantly better for Canvas but said 
that was not the only factor that went into 
the decision.

“Definitely Canvas’ three-year costs 
were significantly lower than Schoology,” 
Lutz said. “So it was definitely a plus on 
their side—not that cost is a deciding 
factor.”

Even if  costs rise in the future, Lutz 
believes the district will accommodate the 
additional expense if  Canvas works well 
over the next three years.

“If  everybody is using things effectively, 
then we negotiated the cost, and we’ll deal 
with that,” Lutz said. “That is not a single 
factor. It is not going to cause us to cut off 
ties with Canvas.”

In addition to the cost, Lutz was eager 
to solve the problems with communication 
for Schoology. Only three people in the 
district were able to reach out for help 
from the Schoology support team when 
a teacher had a question or problem with 
the system. Canvas has a much more 
efficient support system. 

“Anytime anybody had a question or 
a problem, or something didn’t work, it 
had to funnel through these three people. 
Then we would have to make a phone call 
to schoology, who would in turn, probably 
create a ticket, and then we’d have to wait 
for somebody to respond to that ticket,” 
Lutz said. “It got to be pretty frustrating.”

Additionally Lutz said the systems used 
at other K-12 districts and in a variety of  
universities also played a role in the final 
decision. 

Frank Tuttle, head of  the science 
department and a leader in helping 
with Canvas complications, agreed that 
the growing number of  districts and 
universities using Canvas could have 
impacted the decision. 

“Not that Ohio State drives everything, 
but more and more universities are using 
Canvas,” Tuttle said. “The fact we have 
Ohio State in our backyard doesn’t hurt.”

Finally, the overall look of  Canvas is 
very different from Schoology.

“Schoology has a much more social 
media, Facebook,  kind of  feel,” Tuttle 
said. “Versus Canvas is very clean, very 
minimalistic.”

Tuttle also said that although teachers 
will no longer be able to customize their 
courses as much as in Schoology, the look 
of  Canvas really provides the uniform 
look Lutz and other supporters want to 

achieve.
“Schoology had a lot of  

customization,” Tuttle said. “I think one 
of  the biggest reasons they made [the 
decision to switch] was because of  the 
commonality of  interface for all users. 
Whether you’re at elementary, middle or 
high school, the interface doesn’t change 
as you go through.”

A YEAR IN TRANSITION

Once the decision to switch to Canvas 
was made, Lutz asked for volunteers to 
adopt the new LMS early. 

“We knew we wouldn’t be able to 
jump full force. It’s just too short of  a time 
frame, because we actually had to build 
the environment.” Lutz said. “So, we 
asked for early adopters who’d be willing 
to give it a shot.”

Almost 200 teachers opted in. 
The adopters spent the summer 

preparing. They went to face to face 
training, worked on an independent 
study course, and moved files either 
from Google or from Schoology to start 
building units. 

Scott Wittenburg, a photography 
teacher, volunteered to get a head start. 

“I volunteered because I knew it was 
coming,  I wanted to have a heads up on 
it and be ready to go,” Wittenburg said. “I 
figured if  I’m going to use it, I want to be 
able to use it and not wait. So I spent a lot 
of  the summer [getting ready].”

Diane Kahle, a computer science 
teacher, and Tuttle not only became early 
adopters, but also took a leadership role in 
assisting other teachers using Canvas. 

Before pursuing classroom teaching, 
Tuttle held a position in the district where 
he was in charge of  technology for the 
high school. So this new leadership role fit 
him perfectly. 

“I’m a tech geek,” Tuttle said. “I don’t 
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know if  I have the time but I certainly 
have an aptitude for it. Hopefully I can 
help people.”

Donelson also signed on early.
“Right now, we’re just all newbies 

playing around trying to make the thing 
work,” Donelson said. “But once we get 
all the kinks worked out, I think it’ll make 
it easier for people next year. They won’t 
have to go through all that headache 
because we already figured it out.”

Despite the benefits of  starting the new 
LMS with a smaller user base, students will 
spend the year working between Schoology 
and Canvas until the full transition next 
school year. 

“I feel like everyone in the school has 
been using different platforms and right 
now they all just need to make the switch to 
Canvas or stick to Schoology,” sophomore 
Lauren Buehrle said. “It’s getting too 
confusing.”

Some students have expressed 
frustration with the transition to Canvas 
since iPads are also being introduced at the 
same time. 

“It’s just annoying when they throw us 
the iPad, which was already a big change, 
and you have to start using this new 
platform and Schoology at the same time,” 
senior Grace Schooley said. “It’s just kind 
of  a double whammy.”

Amid frustration, sophomore Anna 
Leach stays optimistic.

“[Canvas] has been working fine for our 
class so I think its okay,” Leach said. “ I 
think that eventually everyone will get used 
to it if  all the teachers switch over.”

ENCOURAGING THE SWITCH

Before the school year began, Lutz 
informed teachers that they would not be 
permitted to use Google Classroom or 
other websites, such as Moodle, that the 
district cannot control.

Many teachers argued that Google 
Classroom could work with Canvas 
and did not act as a separate LMS. Yet, 
although teachers had access to Google 
Classroom for a small window of  time 
following complaints of  restricted access, 
it is no longer available for teachers or 
students to use. 

“The argument there was that it was 
another LMS,” Donelson said. “But it’s a 
tool that can be used within Canvas and 
within Schoology. So I don’t think it’s really 
a replacement. There’s some functionality 
that Canvas doesn’t have that Google 
Classroom can provide.”

Google Classroom organizes 
assignments and grades differently than 
Canvas. For example, when students 

turn in papers, they can receive feedback 
from their teachers and access the same 
paper for revisions on Google Classroom. 
However, in Canvas, those papers become 
static documents that students can only edit 
on top of, but not fix. 

“We’re an official Google school, so I 
don’t understand why they wouldn’t allow 
us to use Google Classroom,” Donelson 
said. “And largely Language Arts teachers, 
because we’re the ones that are doing more 
of  the live editing in written documents, 
where [this has] probably not affected the 
other departments as significantly.”

Aside from Google Classroom, Lutz has 
had to restrict other websites such as AP 
Physics and Physical Science teacher Curt 
Bixel’s Moodle site.

Before the district transitioned to 
Schoology years ago, they used an LMS 
called Moodle. For over a decade Bixel 
built his curriculum on his own website 
powered by Moodle. In order to save 
his website when the district switched to 
Schoology, he funded his Moodle website 
out of  his own pocket. Today, he has 
thousands of  quiz questions and several 
visual features on his website that are 
difficult to transfer into Canvas. 

Over the summer Bixel invested over 
100 unpaid hours into transferring quiz 
questions from his Moodle site into Canvas 

 “It’s just annoying when 
they throw us the iPad, 
which was already a big 
change, and [we] have 
to start using this new 
platform and Schoology 
at the same time.”
SENIOR GRACE SCHOOLEY
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in order to meet the district’s demands for 
the switch. 

“Unfortunately, the most difficult 
part of  most migrations from one LMS 
to another is the quiz questions,” Bixel 
said. “I’ve got over 2000 questions. So, 
you know, if  you multiply 2000 times the 
three minutes it takes to [fix one question], 
you’ve got quite an amount of  time.”

Due to the amount of  questions and 
the tedious task of  rebuilding his course 
piece by piece, Bixel was only able to 
produce a visually clear and functional 
browser for his AP Physics students. He 
has yet to finish the transition for his 
Physical Science course. 

Since the district has blocked his 
Moodle site from student access, he 
cannot provide a digital resource for his 
Physical Science class.

“I ran out of  time over the summer 
and I haven’t gotten started with my 
Physical Science,” Bixel said. “My 
Physical Science class is mostly pen 
and paper since it’s the only thing I can 
provide for them right now.”

Bixel is hopeful that the issue of  
transferring quiz questions can be 
resolved and make his transition 
experience a lot easier. 

“You take [the questions] out of  
Moodle and they’re in great shape. But 
you put them through Canvas’ migration 
engine, and it tries to figure out the 
quiz and [loses the photos],” 
Bixel said. “If  Canvas fixes that, 
and my questions all come in, 
instead of  240 hours it might be 20 
hours to get my course up.” 

Lutz argued that the restrictions on 
Google Classroom and Moodle are 
important to protect students’ privacy 
rights. Since the district does not pay for or 
manage these other programs, Lutz said 
that puts students’ privacy and intellectual 
property rights in violation of  federal law. 

“I have no way to monitor [those 
companies], to guarantee protection of  
[students’] privacy [and keep] student 
records safe and private,” Lutz said. “If  
there would be a security breach with 
that company that we don’t manage, that 
would be a compromise of  things that by 

law need to be kept under control. That’s 
federal law.”

Lutz said she wants to have several 
conversations with teachers and other 
interested parties about the opportunities 
presented in Canvas and move everybody 
toward the same goal of  one LMS.

“We don’t like to be completely harsh 
and to cut people off,” Lutz said. “We’re 
just really trying to move toward that 
one system that we manage and we 
maintain, and really ensure the privacy 
of  our students.”

THE FULL TRANSITION

On Sept 20, Lutz will meet with 
the teachers leading the early Canvas 
adopters from each school, including 
Tuttle and Kahle. They will discuss what 
they have observed so far this year and 
formulate a plan of  action for the next 
several months. 

Starting in October, the remaining 
teachers will slowly move over to Canvas 

with “more concentrated and deliberate 
professional learning” so they can finish 
their transition by the end of  June 2020. 

“I really have a lot of  faith in our staff,” 
Lutz said. “They’re great people. They 
understand that we want what’s best for 
the kids. I think they’re willing to put in the 
effort to make a system that will be great.”

Wittenburg encourages his colleagues 
and students to focus on working toward the 
transition instead of  complaining about it. 

“You have to be patient,” Wittenburg 
said. “This is going to be our LMS unless 
something changes. So you’ve got to 
accept it, eat it up, suck it up and just do 
the best you can.

Similarly, Tuttle advises teachers to not 
let frustration slow down their progress.

“Patience and flexibility is always 
helpful, and knowing that sometimes we 
don’t have all the answers,” Tuttle said. 
“Change is never easy. There’s always 
growing pains. But we’ll get through it 
and be successful. We’ve got amazing staff 
and we’ve got amazing students.”  
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S enior Emma Mitchell walked into her last orientation 
with a red “Make America Great Again” hat in 
hand. She sat down, put on the hat and smiled 
widely for her student ID picture, but her jokingly 

ironic accessory did not go unnoticed by others. 
A picture of  her wearing her red hat was printed on her 

ID, but it was also posted on Twitter and later received many 
comments calling her “privileged” and a “total loser.”

“Students, or people of  our age, are [usually] a lot more 
vocal about things and a lot more comfortable about saying 
exactly how they feel on the internet,” Mitchell said.  “When it 
comes to controversial things, [people our age] are a lot more 
loud and out in the open when they disagree about things.”

Although mostly students outside UAHS criticized Mitchell’s 
photo, it was not the first time she received backlash on social 
media for sharing opinions. Ultimately, Mitchell’s situation 
illustrates the students’ abilities to express their opinions freely—
without fear of  criticism—at the high school.

IDEOLOGICAL IDENTITIES

As the 2020 general election approaches and many students 
prepare to become registered voters, ongoing discussions about 
political views have been occuring in and out of  the classroom.

Sophomore Anneliese Johanni said this type of  political 
discussion often involves personal and religious beliefs which 
some students find difficult yet important to talk about.

“I am proud to say that I am able to speak my mind and not 

be afraid of  it,” Johanni said. “Yes, I sometimes fear that people 
will think differently [about me] because of  my opinion, but I 
also know that if  I don’t speak it—I become complacent.”

Some students find that even opinions with which most 
students disagree, should be shared in the classroom.

“I am a firm believer in the freedom of  speech, as long as it’s 
not bullying,” said Mitchell.

Senior Gretchen Mueller shared where she chooses to draw 
the line.

“Generally, I don’t agree with people sharing things that are 
anti-women or anti-LGBTQ+ or anti-any race,” Mueller said. 
“Morally, I am opposed to those views. There is a line between 
a conservative view and [a] hateful view. I think there are some 
liberal views that can be inappropriate, like if  they go too far on 
the feminism spectrum and say something like, ‘Women over 
everyone.’”

Junior Nick Schumacher also knows the limits of  what to 
share in the classroom. But although he finds some views to be 
too far, he and many other students support students speaking 
their minds whenever possible.

“I’m all for free speech, unless it’s something that’s like, you 
know, horrific. I feel like 99 percent of  things should be shared 
in school,” Schumacher said. “I feel like it’s okay to have an 
opinion and people should respect it.”

Though it can seem simple to draw a line at the at the 
morally ambiguous, oftentimes issues of  a political nature can 
be religiously affiliated, making something one student sees as 
unacceptable an opinion or essential belief  for another student. 

Students discuss 
the place of sharing 

opinions inside the  high school



Johanni shared some opinions she has, 
knowing many others might disagree with 
her views. 

“I tend to stick to Catholic faith ideas, 
so that’s illegal abortion, and I don’t 
support LGBTQ+. However, I do feel 
that we should still love them and that 
[sexuality] doesn’t define them.”

When discussing their own views in the 
classroom, many students try to maintain 
a separation between the way they view 
their peers and any differences in their 
political views. Senior Annabel Davies 
explains the conundrum of  trying to 
make this distinction.

“I lose respect for certain people based 
on their political opinions, which I know 
I shouldn’t do, but the state of  America 
is so polarized right now that you love it 
or you hate it,” Davies said. “It’s hard to 
be an independent, and it’s hard to sit in      
the middle.”

Despite trying to be fair to the 
viewpoints of  others, students who hold 
unpopular or minority viewpoints are 
often forced to defend their opinion 
against the arguments of  the majority. 
Sophomore David Butz describes a time 
in his AP government class when his 
opinion was among the minority.

“We were talking about the abortion 
issue, and most people were taking the 
side of  the right for women because 
of  rape 

and incest. I was taking the position of  
abortion is killing a person,” Butz said. “I 
was the only one saying that, but I knew 
some people in the class agreed with me.”

Butz is among one of  UAHS’s many 
silent minorities; groups who chose not to 
speak up about their opinions due to fear 
of  social backlash. 

Mitchell agrees support can often seem 
nonexistent, but says it’s always present 
nonetheless. 

“There’s quiet support with anything 
controversial. I had a situation sophomore 
year, and when people supported me it 
was usually on a quieter scale,” she said.

Considering that so many students 
advocate the sharing of  ideas, it seems 
contradictory that those same groups of  
individuals could feel as if  their opinions 
may have social consequences. This self-
imposed double standard acts as a filter 
for how some students choose what to say. 
This raises questions of  how teachers can 
best provide an environment for students 
to feel comfortable expressing themselves.

“I think teachers should draw the 
line when [students are] making threats 
against each other or doing something 

besides verbal disagreement,” said Butz.
Mitchell has a similar view on freedom 

of  speech, but she thinks verbal insults 
and bullying go too far.

“I think people should be able to share 
their opinions as long as it’s not negatively 
directed at another person or unkind,” 
said Mitchell

INSIDE THE CLASSROOM

Given that students are still developing 
their opinions until they become active 
parts of  society and the political process, 
the years students spend in high school 
represent some of  the most formative 
years. In many UAHS classrooms, 
students are given opportunities to discuss 
their views and have important debate. 
In order to foster positive discussion 
many teachers seek to allow students the 
freedom to lead their own discussions or 
to handle respectful debate. 

Government teacher Doug Rinehart 
facilitates his classroom debate in order 
to make it a forum where students are 
thoughtful and comfortable.

“It’s ideal to have disagreement 
because disagreements are going to make 
students think,” Rinehart said. “The last 
thing I want to do is tell them this is how 
you should [think. I aim to] sit on the 
sidelines and ask maybe a few different 
questions that maybe students haven’t 
thought of. [I] try to tell [students], ‘Hey, 
I disagree with this,’ even if  I truly agree 
with them to make them think.”

Rinehart also shares his belief  about 
the importance of  objectivity in grading 
in the classroom. 

“I want them to feel comfortable 
sharing their views and not thinking 

that I’m judging them for this or that 
their grade is dependent upon 

[their position in a discussion, 
but rather their support for 

their position],” he said.
In government 

classes, both Mueller 
and Butz said their 
teachers created a 
good environment to 
share opinions. 

“I feel like there 
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have been disagreements in [my] class, but my teacher, at least, 
has done a really good job staying nonpartisan and supporting 
both sides,” Butz said.

But Schumacher said he has had teachers in the past 
who did not share Rinehart’s goal of  objectivity.

“I feel like most teachers are on one side of  the 
political spectrum.  [About] 80 percent of  my 
ideas or more [are] toward the opposite end 
of  that spectrum,” he said. “So I feel like 
occasionally some teachers will get upset if  I 
share my opinion on guns or something like 
that and they’ll either think differently about 
me, or they’re just really, really not like that.”

When concerned with bias, though, 
Mueller add that her opinions are usually similar 
to that of  her teachers and does not experience 
much bias.

“I’ve never been graded differently by a teacher 
because I’ve stated my views,” she said. “I have gotten the 
sense from a lot of  my teachers that they have a liberal bias 
so I wouldn’t feel afraid of  saying what I think.”

In a voluntary Arlingtonian survey of  182 students, 45 
percent said that they believe that most teachers are unbiased 
when grading assignments, and this difference usually comes 
from students on different sides of  the political spectrum. 
Students such as seniors Pierce Barrett and Annabel Davies 
said that bias is sometimes found in grading of  assignments for 
students who have opposing opinions to their teachers.

“There was one time where I was sitting in the front row, so 
I could hear the teacher talking to another [student] about their 
paper, and the teacher flat out told the student that her opinion 
was wrong on her paper and she had to change the topic to 
match [the teacher’s] opinion,” Barrett said.

Davies said there is always some underlying bias for a teacher 
when reading or hearing an opinion from a student on the 
opposite wing. 

“I feel like a conservative teacher would look at a student 
who is liberal and think that they are a whiny hopeful liberal, 
like ‘Women’s rights!’ and people at the border. They would be 
like, ‘You don’t know the real world. You don’t know what you’re 
talking about,’” Davies said. “While a liberal teacher would look 
at a conservative student and think, ‘You’re uneducated, clearly 
you don’t know what’s going on.’”

Barrett agrees and said teachers naturally have favorites, 
especially if  they share the same political views. 

“I feel like teachers will have their favorites, especially when 
their opinions match,” Barrett said. “It’s worse, too, if  a student 
is a really good student and their opinions or views don’t match, 
because then that teacher can’t really dislike the student, because 
they’re still a good student, they just have different opinions.”

Rinehart counters this as an experienced teacher saying that 
teachers he knows grade without bias.

“I think that the colleagues I know are fair and they’re good 
people and they work really hard at what they’re doing. I don’t 
want to come across as an apologist for anybody. Teachers here 

really 
work hard. 
They have the students best interests in 
mind,” he said. “Students will have a variety of  reasons to think 
their grade is bad or maybe a score is not good. It might be 
easier to say it’s due to bias rather than its due to 

  the quality of  work.”

TO SAVE OR TO SHARE

Although there is always a chance of  bias or backlash, 
most students agree that you should share your opinions 
nonetheless—whether it be online, in the classroom or during a 
debate.

While students such as Schumacher have experienced 
opposition both in the high school and online, he says he will    
always continue to share his opinion at the end of  the day and 
many students are in agreement. 

“Whenever you speak your opinion, you’re risking that people 
may disagree with you, but if  you don’t speak to them at all then 
what is the point of  having an opinion?” Johanni said.

Although an opinion may side with the minority, there is 
most likely another voice who agrees with it. Rinehart thinks 
in the end this will help students grow in their learning and 
understanding of  others’ views.

“The best classes are where students have a diversity of  
opinions that are respectful of  one another,” Rinehart said. “So 
I think if  [we] have students that support President Trump, we 
have students that are opposed to President Trump. It’s generally 
good to have that kind of  diversity. It makes people think and 
challenges their views and it helps students grow.”

Davies said, “If  no one shared their opinions, it’d be a much 
more boring world to live in.”  

 “While a liberal 
teacher would look at 

a conservative student 
and think, ‘you’re 

uneducated, clearly 
you don’t know what’s 

going on.’”
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Adventure 
Awaits

A world of  storytelling, science, 
art, fantasy, technology, 
passageways, mazes, mystery and 

discovery have merged into one, creating 
Otherworld.

Otherworld is more than just another 
destination for a photoshoot or photo-
inspired afternoon, it’s an interactive 
museum with a collection of  over 40 
different rooms and themes waiting to be 
experienced and investigated.

Founded by Jordan Renda, Otherworld 
was influenced by haunted attractions and 
escape rooms. Renda “wanted to push this 
whole interactive, immersive world to the 
next level.”

The Ohio State University graduate 
gathered over 100 people: artists, 
engineers, fabricators and designers all 
collaborated in efforts to produce this 
exhibit in Columbus. This three-year 
process took different artists’ skill sets, 
aesthetic looks and influences, as well as a 
year and a half  of  planning and about a 
year and a half  of  execution and building.

Otherworld is an escape from the world 
and reality emphasized by the background 
story of  its meaning that Renda created. 
His story originates from a make-up 
company, Other World Industries.

Operations director John Umland said, 
“Other World Industries was an old tech 
firm that created a way to get dreams out 
of  people’s minds and bring them into 
the real world. Things got out of  hand 
and what guests are here to explore is the 
leftover random of  this otherworldly place 
that all these dreams kind of  opened up 
into.”

This exhibition is targeted for all age 
ranges.

“The goal was to make the space 
immersive and fun and accessible in ways 
that a traditional museum isn’t. Because 
of  that, we try to build an experience that 
will be fun for children, adults and other 
people,” Umland said.

Visitors are encouraged to explore and 
interact throughout. Senior Tyra Turner 
visited this addition in Columbus over the 

summer after seeing it on social media and 
was fascinated.

“It was pretty cool. There [were] a lot 
of  hidden things,” Turner said. “I could 
go through it multiple times and still find 
new things to discover.”

Columbus was chosen for this 
permanent, large-scale 32,000 square foot 
art installation because of  its community 
and audience in the city.

“We want to bring these kinds of  places 
and this kind of  experience to as many 
people as possible. As of  right now, we’re 
the first here in Columbus,” Umland said. 
“I think the biggest reason for Columbus 
was we felt like the audience here would 
be ready for something like this. Columbus 
is a big city with a thriving art scene, and 
we just thought there’d be a lot of  people 
who’d be interested in trying something out 
like this, looking for something new.”

Although this is a permanent 
installment, rooms are expected to slightly 
change as well as full room modifications in 
the future. Rooms are cleaned weekly and 

Otherworld, a new immersive exhibit in 
Columbus, has become an outlet for creativity.
BY MAYA MATTAN, ’20 AND ALEXA ROBERTS, ’21
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interactions, sculpture pieces and puzzle 
solutions are replaced throughout and 
changed in small ways. The goal is to find 
new and different ways to use the space. 
A full team of  artists and staff come to 
refurbish.

“We do have some unopened rooms and 
some places that we’re developing right now 
that will open up in time. The goal is to 
keep the space fresh and interesting. If  you 
keep coming back, you find a little different 
stuff each time,” Umland said.

Apart from the museum itself, a 
cafe, a gift shop and an art room called 
Otherworld Makes have been recently 
added. Artists who created Otherworld, 
help others develop their own mini version 
of  the exhibit. “Basically, the idea is we 
wanted to give people an opportunity to 
create their own little Otherworld inspired 
piece of  art,” Umland said. Events have 
also been held with DJs, dance parties and 
bands who perform inside the space.

“The idea during these events is that 
you can come and see the artists perform 
listen to them or dance in the space and 
also explore the space during the events,” 
Umland said.

Exposing younger generations to art that 
some don’t learn about or see anywhere else 
was part of  the goal for Otherworld.

“I think we just now starting to see a 
more immersive, large-scaled art like this 
popping up. We are happy to be apart of  
that, and hopefully it does inspire people 
to come up with fun cool stuff,” Umland 
said. “I think we do offer a benefit to 
people in that hopefully our experience is 
one that is encouraging and inspirational. 
I want people to hopefully leave here 
and come up with all kinds of  their own 
creative art style.” 

▶ THEME ROOMS

Many of the mixed reality playgrounds 
and interactive rooms at Otherworld 
include  abstract light and dream 
scapes. Photos are encouraged.

� ENTRANCE

One of the first rooms in Otherworld 
features a tree with glowing red 
spheres.

PHOTOS BY MAYA MATTAN, ‘20  
AND ALEXA ROBERTS,  ‘21 
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ATHLETES

Abby Reisz
SOPHOMORE

BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ’20. 
PHOTOS BY GRACE CALL, ‘20

O ne second she’s jumping towards 
the ball with her head and the 
next she’s on the ground with 

serious pain in her ankle. Sophomore 
Abby Reisz has been playing soccer since 
she was 5. The athlete, committed to play 
Division 1 soccer at the University of  
Tennessee, started her 2019 season with a 
severe ankle sprain disabling her for four 
to six weeks. 

In the team’s Aug. 27 game against 
Westerville North, Reisz doesn’t recall 
whether she was pushed by an opponent, 
but she remembers falling and landing 
sideways on her ankle. With a genuine 
passion for the sport, any time off the field 
can feel like an eternity.

“It is really hard because, obviously, 
soccer is what I love to do, and it’s hard 
to not be able to do what you love,” Reisz 
said. 

Reisz made and started for UAHS’ 
varsity team her freshman year. She 

credits the girls soccer program for an easy 
transition into the high school. 

“The culture of  the girl’s soccer 
program is amazing,” Reisz said. “All of  
the girls from last year and this year have 
made my high school experience really, 
really good.”

Although Reisz is a forward for the 
Golden Bears, she is committed to the 
goalkeeper position at Tennessee. She also 
plays goalkeeper for her club team, Ohio 
Premier, and was named to the Best XI 
Team at a National Training Camp for 
her goalie skills this past summer. 

“I am a goalie. That’s something that 
some people [from school] might not 
know,” Reisz said. 

Surrounded by teammates her whole 
life, Reisz said her favorite thing to 
do outside of  soccer is to strengthen 
friendships with school friends and soccer 
friends.

“I obviously spend a lot of  my time 
playing soccer… I love to get lunch with 
my teammates,” Reisz said. 

JUNIOR
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Abby Reisz

GARRETT JUNK
JUNIOR

S ophomore Garrett Junk checks his 
phone on the morning of  Aug. 28 
when notifications from Instagram 

and Twitter spam his phone’s lock screen. 
“[I] realized I was featured on the Hudl 

Instagram and Twitter,” Junk said. “I was 
very surprised and very happy [because] it 
just gets my name out there.”

Hudl is a website and company that 
assists players, coaches and recruitment 
officials in organizing and showcasing 
videos and player stats. Their social media 
platforms highlight featured players and 
clips of  unique plays. Junk’s 74-yard punt 
in a pre-season scrimmage against Huber 
Heights made the company’s cut and was 
posted to Hudl’s 300,000 Twitter followers 
promoting Junk’s ability. 

Junk took over as the varsity team’s 
starting punter this year after former 
punter Ben Krimm graduated in May. 
Working with the new football coaching 
staff, Junk has put in extra work to prepare 
for this season.

“I worked a lot this off season because I 
had to fill Krimm’s position. [He has] big 
shoes to fill,” Junk said. Krimm currently 
plays for the University of  Pennsylvania 
and received 5-star status from Kohl’s 
Kicking, the largest stage in America for 
punters, his senior year at UAHS. 

Junk has an excited attitude about 
the season and 
the team’s new 
coaching staff. The 
new special teams 

coach Drew Basil is a former kicker from 
Ohio State and works closely with Junk.

“[Basil] has gotten me a lot better 
and will continue to work with me,” Junk 
said. “The other coaches also make an 
unbelievable difference. I am very happy 
[with them].”

In addition to the coaching staff, his 
teammates are what excites him for the 
season. 

“I love being around those guys all day. 
It is going to be fun to win some games 
with them,” Junk said. 
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UAHS VS. 
BELMONT 
HIGH SCHOOL

FOOTBALL BEARS RETURN TO THE MARV:

In their second game of the season, the varsity 
football team beat Belmont High School 49-6 on 
Sept. 6. The renovated stadium was opened for 
its first home football game with a rededication 
ceremony on Military Appreciation night. 
BY MOLLY MITCHELL, ‘20. 
PHOTOS BY GABRIELLE SHELL, ‘20 AND PIERCE THOMPSON, ‘21.
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FALL
SPORTS

AT 
UAHS

8 OUT OF 9 
teams lift in the fall

7 OUT OF 9
teams practice 

after school or 
in the evening

WATER POLO 
is the only team 

to practice 
before school 6 OUT OF 9 

teams run 
during practice

 6 OUT OF 9 
teams practice 
5 or more    
days a week
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“Lover” 

Two columnists with opposite feelings 
about Taylor Swift review 6 tracks 
from her new album, ‘Lover’. 
BY  AYAH ELSHEIKH ‘20 AND HALLIE UNDERWOOD ‘20

T aylor Swift has done it again. Her fifth album 
is a perfect definition of  love, inclusive of  
its butterflies and heartbreaks. Moving from 

country to pop earlier in her career, the album at 
first feels more like the Reputation-era Taylor we 
had come to know. But Taylor does a great job of  
painting a picture. I’ve been a fan since she sang 
about Romeo and Juliet in the Fearless era, through 
the beautiful transition to Speak Now, the acoustics 
of  Red, the pop wonders of  1989. After reclaiming 
the media’s perceptions of  her through snakes 
and dark lipsticks, I feel that Lover is completely 
genuine. A paradigm for the characterathure that the 
Reputation era brought us. 

You Need to Calm Down

One of  the debut singles for the album, You Need 
to Calm Down is a true anthem. It’s new, it’s catchy, 
and it has a bold message. Some were skeptical of  
Swift singing about LGBTQ+ activism as a straight 
woman, but I think it’s pretty cool that Taylor sees 
the power of  her platform. Instead of  simply waving 
a rainbow flag, she painted her entire album rainbow 
and created a petition for U.S. Senate to pass the 
Equality Act. 

London Boy

I think this song is smashing! It adds something 
fun to the album and its overall message. The British 
references to add a lot to such a cute, innocent song. 
It is a great song for daydreaming. 

Soon You’ll Get Better

To the average listener, this is a slower, sweeter 
song off the album. Maybe one can pick up a more 
personal message in each verse. But to a Swiftie, there 
are a lot more layers, as we have heard about her 
mom’s battle with cancer for a few years now. This 
song is a tearjerker for this reason. It is relatable to 
anyone whose loved one has struggled with any illness 
or anyone who has been in a position where they 
have needed to cling to hope. Swift’s vulnerability 
stands out in this song.

I Think He Knows

This is my favorite song on the album right now, 
probably because of  how easy it is to dance around 
your bedroom to. It’s catchy and it’s heartwarming. 

Cruel Summer

The words “cruel summer” had been on my mind 
since the You Need to Calm Down music video, when 
it was featured with an Ellen Degeneres cameo. This 
song, maybe more than any other, seems like it was 
made to pick up right where 1989 left off. The lyrics 
are intriguing and display both the complexities of  
love and the writing talent of  the great Taylor Swift. 

Lover

The title song on the album wraps every song, 
every lyric, and every beat together in a tight little 
bow. It is, in a word, enchanting. It’s relieving. It is 
made for slow dancing or driving home while the 
sun sets. It makes me extremely proud to be a fan of  
Taylor Swift.  

and
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A lthough hate is a strong word, I do not go 
out of  my way to listen to music by Taylor 
Swift. Listening to her new album was an 

opportunity to understand the depth of  her sound. 
There was a time in which I belted “You Belong With 
Me” in the back of  my moms SUV and downloaded 
“Trouble” onto my MP3 player after hearing it on 
the radio. Since then, not only has my music taste 
changed, but the way I view pop music as a whole has 
completely shifted. “Lover” is an album that pushed 
me to the deep end and told me to stay afloat.

You Need to Calm Down

Although the progressive message relayed through 
this song is a wonderful portrayal of  pride and self-
acceptance, I regret to be the one to say that it is a 
bit abrasive. A round of  applause must go to Swifts 
marketing team because whatever they did right got 
this song stuck in all of  our heads. The bouncing beat 
in the background makes for a slight headache but 
maybe I just need to calm down.

London Boy

This is one of  those songs that I would have to 
listen to on the radio every day for a week before 
I warmed up to it. The issue lies in its similarity to 
the music I would listen to in middle school, which 
ultimately gives it less esteem in my eyes. Along with 
the sound elements, there is also the cliché that comes 
with a song about British boys and American girls. 
It does not take away from the overall quality, it can 
simply be noted that the concept has been arguably 
exhausted.

Soon You’ll Get Better (ft. Dixie Chicks)

The blend of  a soft guitar and soft harmonizing 
vocals allow this song to be the perfect background 
noise to a good cry. With the knowledge that this 
song was dedicated to Swift’s mother, I truly believe it 
beautifully captures the importance of  relationships 
within our own lives.

I Think He Knows

I honestly have no other mental vision for this song 
except for the credits rolling at the end of  a Barbie 

movie, which is not necessarily negative. In 2 minutes 
and 53 seconds the track achieves the title of  exquisitely 
simple. There is nothing entirely flashy, yet it’s an 
enjoyable tune, especially with the high pitched singing.

Cruel Summer

In the beginning, I felt nothing but skepticism 
towards the Daft Punk-like voice in the background, 
as well as the overall spotiness of  the pre-chorus. It 
was not until the chorus that I began to appreciate 
how Swifts echoing voice complemented the techno 
beat. Although the number one ‘Cruel Summer’ in 
my heart will always be the 1984 summer smash by 
Bananarama, Swifts takes number 2 on the list.

Lover

I love how, although this track reminds me of  
songs I heard from Swift when I was younger, there 
is simultaneously something new about it. Through 
the gentle yet powerful sound,  I can feel the essence 
of  the idea of  reminiscing your love in the past 
and looking towards your love in the future. The 
pessimist in me wants to say that this song is nothing 
but a cheesy love ballad, but there is little room for 
criticism. There are very few songs that are capable 
of  truly embodying the idea that they are conveying 
through the lyrics, but this one does just that.  

“Hater” 
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Macabre Curiosity
Columnist discusses David Fincher’s well-crafted but meandering second season of 
Mindhunter.  BY SAMMY BONASSO, ‘20 

S everal times throughout season 
two of  Mindhunter, mesmerized 
crowds ask main character Bill 

Tench to describe his work interviewing 
serial killers. Dads at a cookout, Tench’s 
son’s psychiatrist and U.S. officials all 
flock to hear Tench’s grizzly sermons 
once they discover that he works for the 
FBI’s Behavioral Science Unit—and he 
delivers, describing Charles Manson’s 
malignant persuasiveness, Ed Kemper’s 
decapitation of  his mother, and Dave 
Berkowitz’s insistence that his neighbor’s 
devil-possessed dog forced him to kill eight 
people with a .44 revolver.

These recurrences are self-aware winks 
at the camera. Make no mistake, David 
Fincher knows that you—like Tench’s 
captivated audiences—want to know 
about Manson, Kemper and Berkowitz 
out of  macabre curiosity of  these actual, 
celebrity-like serial killers.

Most of  season one depicts 
protagonists Holden Ford and Bill Tench, 
two FBI agents, interviewing one high-
profile murderer after another to collect 
data on and observe patterns in them. 
Despite being extended talking sequences, 
these moments have provided some of  the 
most interesting television I’ve watched 
without any superficial stylistic choices. 
Season one only required minimalist 
and engaging writing and tight-as-knot 
directing to enthrall me for 10 episodes.

But whereas the first season took full 
advantage of  serial killer lore, season two, 
which released on Netflix this August, has 
an identity crisis as the evolution of  the 
show becomes obscure: Does it want to 
perfect the first season’s formula? Develop 
its characters? Show the application of  
the first season’s interviews? Ultimately, 
season two attempts to accomplish all of  
this without committing to any of  it, and 
it’s frustratingly unfocused as a result.

The apparent main focus of  the season 
shifts throughout. It begins familiarly, 
with Ford and Tench interviewing Son 

of  Sam in the second episode, but then 
it transitions to a subplot of  Tench 
investigating the BTK killer (which 
resolves to nothing).

And then, after about five episodes, 
season two’s main focus becomes 
the Atlanta child murders. I found 
the investigation especially engaging 
considering my unfamiliarity with the 
killings despite their death toll of  28 lives, 
but by the time I knew where to invest my 
attention, the last episode had arrived.

I still love Mindhunter, however, just 
as David Fincher loves the color gray and 
recording 30 takes for one scene. I only 
emphasize this season’s lack of  direction 
because it sticks out among an otherwise 
stellar sophomore outing. Season two 

retains all the superb directing, writing 
and acting included in season one, and it 
devotes more time developing Tench, the 
show’s most complex character.

Furthermore, if  you loved season one, 
you’ll certainly love season two despite its 
deviance from the established formula.

David Fincher plans for five (yes, five!) 
seasons of  Mindhunter, something the 
overlookable flaw of  season two can’t 
stifle my excitement for. If  you’ve never 
watched Mindhunter, perhaps you should 
avoid it now for fear of  wasting several 
weekends down the line binging a new 
season. 

M I N D H U N T ER
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Columnist discusses differences in curriculum accross states and districts. 

BY CALLIA PETERSON ‘22. GRAPHIC BY SOPHIA SHEN ‘21.

The Bear Minimum

When I sat down at my desk 
in Precalc on the first day of  
school, I sighed with relief  

at the sight of  a clear syllabus before me. 
Familiarity in a new school is comforting, 
and practically all students across all kinds 
of  districts receive a few syllabi on their 
first day of  school. When I began to skim 
the detailed outline for Daniel Rohrs’s 
math class, I thought, “I can do this.” Even 
when Rohrs began to pass out the Algebra 
II review, I said to myself, “Great, this will 
be an easy review.” But when I turned to 
the last two pages, my stomach sank at the 
sight of  several trigonometry questions that 
I didn’t recognize. 

I have been always fairly keen in math. 
Every year, even as courses have become 
progressively more difficult, I’ve managed 
to fly through the curriculum with relative 
ease (of  course, 
French is a different 
story). I’ve always 
been adequately 
prepared before 
each course, and 
sufficiently taught the 
new content. 

Yet, after moving 
to a brand new state 
and school district, 
I’ve realized the order 
in which content is 
taught can vary greatly 
between different 
districts and states. 

Whereas UA 
Honors Algebra 
II students studied 
trigonometry, I learned 
how to write equations 
for conic sections. And 
it does not stop there.

Freshman in UA 
learned American 
History, while I 
took an AP Human 
Geography course. 

French students began French I in 7th 
grade, whereas I took French I and II 
freshmen year. 

In Advanced English 9, aside 
from Romeo and Juliet and To Kill A 
Mockingbird,  I read Oedipus Rex, Of  
Mice and Men, and The Ilead, and 
HFLC students read Lord of  the Flies and 
Fahrenheit 451.

With these curriculum disparities 
between states and even districts, how 
does this impact students who move mid-
high school? How does it affect students 
who may move around all the time? Why 
isn’t there a national standard for public 
school curriculum?

Even beyond curriculum, different 
high schools teach at different paces 
and impose different extra-curricular 
expectations.

My lack of  experience and preparation 
for some of  my classes this year has been 
stressful and a little disorienting. But the 
support from the UA teachers and my 
counselor has been incredible. Rohrs 
has and is more than willing to meet me 
before school to go over trigonometry 
concepts. Practically every teacher has 
told me they will do whatever they can to 
help make this transition easier for me.

But thousands of  other high schoolers 
move to new high schools each year. I 
wonder if  their transitions are as easy. 
I wonder if  they struggle to catch up 
like me. I wonder if  maybe they were 
disadvantaged because of  the different 
curriculums across the states. 

I’m not saying that we should 
immediately pursue a specific outline 
for curriculum across the country, but 

perhaps there could 
be programs or 
additional resources 
for students who do go 
through this change. 

People move 
schools for all kinds 
of  reasons during 
their childhood. How 
can we as parents, 
administrators, 
teachers and 
students acclimate 
them to these new 
expectations? It should 
start with knowing 
that there is an extra 
weight on new students’ 
shoulders as they walk 
the halls alongside you. 
It is time to think about 
giving students who 
switch schools a bridge 
to their new curriculum, 
and it needs to start 
before that first syllabus 
is placed on the desk in 
front of  them. 

WWW. ARLINGTONIAN.COM   |   29FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM @UAARLINGTONIAN



44% YAY, 56% NAY, 0% UNDECIDED

I feel that the 
administration cares about 
the experiences current 
students have as they 
prepare to graduate from 
the *current* high school.

36% YAY, 40% NAY, 24% UNDECIDED

DATA FOR THIS YAY OR NAY WAS COMPILED THROUGH A 
VOLUNTARY ARLINGTONIAN SURVEY OF 288 STUDENTS

67%40%

75% YAY, 24% NAY, 1% UNDECIDED

44%

I plan on attending 
homecoming this year.

51% YAY, 27% NAY, 22% UNDECIDED

51%

Yay or Nay
COMPILED BY OLIVIA SMITH, ’20

75%

By the Numbers
Explore UAHS through statistics. COMPILED BY OLIVIA SMITH, ’20

137
students at UAHS 
have purchased a 
stylist or keyboard 
for their iPad.

48%
of students 
feel the 
technology 
issues have 
been resolved.  
37% feel the 
issues have not 
been resolved, 
and 15% are 
unsure.

ABOUT

Data for this By the Numbers was compiled 
through a voluntary survey of 288 students.

SURVEYS FOR BY THE NUMBERS AND YAY OR NAY ARE POSTED 
EACH QUARTER ON SCHOOLOGY FOR ANYONE TO TAKE.

Additional student survey results are posted 
on the website at arlingtonian.com. To receive 
notifications when results come out, follow us 
on Twitter at @uaarlingtonian.

70%
of students claim the majority of their 
teachers are using Schoology. 22% 
said the majority of their teachers are 
using Canvas, and 8% are unsure.

I’ve listened to Taylor 
Swift’s new album.

159
students have attended  at least one 
school sporting event this year.

I have made a Tik Tok.

They are terrible 
and I want my 

laptop.

FRESHMAN SALLY 
JONES

EIGHT in EIGHT Eight students respond to a question 
in eight words. 
COMPILED BY AYAH ELSHEIKH, ’20.
PHOTOS BY GRACE CALL, ‘20 AND PIERCE THOMPSON, ‘21

They are 
confusing and not 
very user friendly.

SOPHOMORE 
ISABELLA STAILE

The laptops are 
better than these 

dumpster fires.

FRESHMAN NATE 
KISTNER

They are the 
worst decision UA 

has made.

SOPHOMORE 
ALEXANDER 

WILKINS

Can’t do 
homework but 
can make rad 

drawings.

JUNIOR LINDSAY 
HOLMAN

They are so 
incredibly, awfully, 

and terribly 
inconvenient.

SENIOR CHLOE 
CRIGGER

They are not very 
good and not 

efficient.

JUNIOR JIMMY 
MOLINA

They’re fine.  
They work well  
for our classes.

SENIOR ADAM 
CIPRIANO

What’s your opinion on the iPads so far?
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W ith 1857 unique student 
voices, Upper Arlington 
High School becomes the 

daily gathering place for a multitude 
of  unique individuals. Drawing from a 
diverse group of  backgrounds, classrooms 
often become spaces of  both discussion 
and debate as students share their own 
perspectives on a growing number of  
issues and opinions. When trying to 
put together the jigsaw of  UAHS’ vast 
assortment of  personalities and opinions, 
it helps to remember that it’s worth 
investing time in learning from the people 
around you.

Though there are always those who 
will disagree with you, it is important 
that as a member of  this community, you 
know your opinion is valued. As high 
school is a space provided for students 
to grow and learn, we become not only 
more educated, but also better people, by 
taking time to listen to the opinions shared 
around us. In choosing to meet new 
people and listen to their ideas, you can 
only become more developed as a person. 
If  you worry that surrounding yourself  
with people who might make you doubt 
your own opinions, maybe you haven’t 
considered the subject from all points of  
view. When you find a stance you believe 
in, it’s important not to doubt your own 
knowledge and to stand by your views, but 
any time you think you’ve heard enough 
to be certain of  your opinion, you are 
closing yourself  off from chances to learn 

and grow. In choosing not just to hear, 
but to listen and think, we let those who 
disagree with us expand our horizons.

In a time as politically polarized as 
the one in which we live, it may seem 
easy to look at situations and opinions, 
even ones far outside of  the realm of  
political relevance, as black and white. 
Human beings are built to make quick 
judgements about the world around 
us; it helps simplify the enormous 
amount of  information our brains 
would otherwise be busy taking in all 
the time. When meeting new people and 
exploring new ideas, we often assume we 
know more than we do. To get the most 
out of  passing conversation, we should 
approach our interactions with new faces 
with an attitude 
of  curiosity. We 
can learn the most 
from someone 
if  we assume we 
don’t already know 
anything about 
them. Any time we 
assume we already 
know something 
about a person 
or situation, 
with the high 
chance we have 
miscalculated, 
we likely prevent 
ourselves from 
learning the 

nuances of  what makes that person 
individual and unique. The best place to 
start is with an open mind, with as few 
assumptions as we can manage.

When we let our peers show us 
their views on subjects we already have 
concrete opinions, we allow ourselves to 
see another side of  the story. Any idea 
you are certain of  is likely one you haven’t 
considered from all angles. By looking for 
more sides to your views, you can develop 
your own perspectives and improve your 
understanding of  the reasons others might 
disagree. By finding a balance of  listening 
with intention and presenting your views 
with a positive and open minded attitude, 
all parties involved turn what would 
otherwise be trying to force your opinions 
through a brick wall into an exchange of  
ideas. By being open minded, you both 
can help others understand your opinions, 
as well as better understand theirs.

Though it may be easy to sit quietly 
in times of  debate and disagreement, 
by injecting your own voice into the 
discussion, not only will you learn from 
the ways that people challenge your views, 
but you can learn more about the issues 
and topics themselves by hearing the 
voices and opinions of  others. To opt out 
of  civil debate is to sell yourself  short of  
a chance to grow and to help others grow 
with you. With that said, take every day 
you spend at UAHS as an opportunity to 
be present, and you might find that your 
teachers aren’t the only ones in the room 
who have something to teach you. 

NEW PERSPECTIVE
We should try to learn from those who 

disagree with us.
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Where you’ll find ...
• School Supplies
• Paperback Books
• Gifts & Spirit Wear for every 

Golden Bear!

Hours
School days from
7:50 a.m. - 3:15 p.m. 

Contact us
(614) 487-5237
bearessentials@uaschools.org

GET $1 OFF 
YOUR NEXT DRINK AT UA RISE CAFÉ

LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER 
COUPON EXPIRES 10/31/2019


